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LET'S KNOW THE TRUTH

' It is more than gossiped that the
reason that the President wants
blanket powers conferred and Con-

gress adjourned is because he feels
certain that any move toward war
made by him would be unsupported
at the Capitol.

We cannot believe that this is true.
We cannot believe that Congress in
its majority is made up of cowards

and poltroons. But if this is true,
if the alleged suspicions of the
President are correct, the sooner we
know about it the better. Let's have
the Question raised and settled. If
the President believes that overt
acts have been performed, and we J

cannot believe that he does not, let
him ask today for the right to de-

clare war and see what Congress will
do.

If there is a doubt it ought to be
' settled.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSXQE

AND THE ACTION OF CONGRESS

Even a of the Presi-
dent's speech of yesterday does not
subtract from the difficulties of un-

derstanding the object of his visit.
He appeals to a Congress about to
die for powers which by his own con-

fession he already possesses. He
seeks from an expiring body the
delegation of authorities which he
says are by implication his already.
He asks for what he already has, but
which having he has not used.

In less than a week a new Con-

gress will have been created and
very likely assembled. Has any-
thing happened since the third of
February and yesterday which war-
ranted the appeal to the Sixty-fourt- h

Congress for powers which it was
"altogether within the right and
power of the Sixty-fift- h Congress to
grant if it saw fit?

Nor with the powers which he
sought given him does the President
give any intimation of what he in-

tends to do. His program, if he has
a program, is as intangible to Con-

gress as it is to the lay mind, and as
cloudy and indefinite to both as any-
thing can be.

Congress and the country have
been most willing to accede to the
requests of the Administration,
neither has hesitated in granting
wnat ne asKea nor in according a

mosfrfcomfort even
heartening. But yesterday's demand
was a seeking of power without
plans; of authority without de
cision.

Under present conditions Congress
is wise to seek means by which it
nay summons itself of its. own
volition. Its reasoning that it should
be on the job is sound in its premise
and its conclusion. It is immeasur-
ably safer that Congress, whatever
its shortcomings, should be in ses-

sion during the coming months than
that a blanket power be granted a
President whose purposes are un-

formed and whose intent is embry-
onic

Congress should sign documents
in blank, and it should remain in ses-
sion so long as the country faces its
present problems.

JUSTICE LONO DEFERRED

The long-deferre- d measure of jus-
tice to the department clerks has
been won by the action of the Sen-

ate in agreeing to the House plan of
increase in the salaries of Gov-

ernment employes.
The Smoot amendment was

sibly in the interest of the employes
of lowest wages, 16 per cent increase
for those receiving less than $480 a
year, and 10 per cent increase for
those receiving between $480 and
$1,000 a year. But its argument was
for governmental economy. The
House plan to which it has stead-
fastly adhered, though it nearly sur-
rendered in a vote on another appro-
priation bill the other day, provides
for an increase of 10 per cent for
all employes below the $1,200 grade
and 5 per cent on all between $1,200
and $1,800 a year,

i is probably no body of em-

ployes in any private industry in this
country or in any governments service
in the world who will compare in
ability, faithfulness to their work,
or devotion to the. country those
whom Congressmen are too to
refer to, contemptuously, as "gov-

ernment clerks.''
Government service has. its attrac-

tions, in permanency of tenure and
certainty of employment. But the
salaries paid are generally meager
as compared with those of private
industry. Under the standards ob-

taining two generations ago public
office may have been a private snap.
But with sa 'arias jracticallyjemaJn- -

ing the same, the cost of living ris-

ing by leaps and bounds, and the re-

wards of private employment in-

creasing in the same proportion, the
Government ha3 played a niggardly
role. In the long run such a policy
is bound to result in the loss to the
service of the more capable workers
and a disinclination to enter it by
energetic rfnd ambitious young
people.

The House policy takes notice of
the needs of those receiving between
J1.200 and $1,800 a year. The ad-

dition of from $60 to $90 a year to
such incomes will be as welcome
the greater porportionate income of
those receiving less. The desperate
pinch of rising prices does not Kop
as the Senate seems to have first
imagined, with the families who live
on an income of a thousand a year.

The fine words of the Democratic
platform on the Government as an
employer have been measurably re-

alized with the help of Republican
votes in both House and Senate.

SENATORIAL MORTALITY

In The debate on the increase of
salaries for Government clerks, Sen-

ator La Follette put into the Record
a roll call of the Senate of January
23, 1907, ten years ago. There were
ninety 'Senators, the number iaving
been increased since by the admis-

sion of the three States of Oklahoma,
Arizona, and New Mexico. Of the
ninety Senators who voted for or
against the increase of the salaries
of Congressmen only eighteen re-

main in the Senate, and two of these
will leave it on March 4.

In other words, the Senate of 1917
will consist of ninety-si-x members,
eighty of whom have entered the
Senate within the last ten years.
There is probably no such record of
Senatorial mortality in any decade
of the history of the Republic The
fact will bring various reflections to
philosophic minds.

WANTED A MAN

We must disagree strongly with
those Republicans who believe that
in spite of his pacifistic and pro--
German activities, Mr. James R.
Mann would be of jrreat value as
Speaker, because of his skill as a
parliamentarian, in the contem-
plated organization by their party
of the Sixty-fift- h House. The sup-
port of Congressman Martin of
Louisiana, protectionist, is counted
on to give the Republicans 218
votes, the majority of one necessary
to control.

To elect Mr. Mann to the Speaker
ship would be simply to notify Ger-

many that she may go as far as she
likes. Persistently and consistently
Mr. Mann has endeavored to mislead
he present House minority into

every trap set by
German propagandists in the
United States. His "God knows
where we will land if this coun
try enters the war" of the
other day was the sort of aid and

value to tne raiser at tms time man
the destruction of American mu-

nition plants.
To make Mann Speaker would be

merely to continue in power the same
disloyalty which has ham-

strung preparedness, sneered at pa-

triotism and heightened immeasur-
ably the peril of war for us under
the guidance of Claude Kitchin. The
elevation of Mann to the Speakership
will necessitate, if international com-

plications require a special session,
the alliance of the of
both parties in the House to depose
him as the first step in the defense
of the Government. At the very
least Mann's election would mean
death to all hopes for adequate pre-

paredness for another two years.
What the House needs is a real

man in the chair and the recent
straight American speech of Con-

gressman Irvine L. Lenroot of Wis-

consin proves that there arc Repub
licans of that sort in Congress.

THE PACIFIST CREED

An American pacifist creed is
shaping rapidly. Oscar Callaway, a
Congressman from Texas, added his
share to this new constellation of
opinions when he told the Boston
pacifists that American soldiers were
virtually a set of bloodthirsty indis-

criminate slaughterers. He support-
ed his thesis with an abundance of
corroborative myths, according to
reports of his speech. No dissent was
audible in the audience so far as we
learn and none has yet come to hand
from any other pacifist. They all
accept the benefit which abuse of the
American soldier brings their cause
among certain elements, so they
must accept the shame as well.

A week ago a prominent New York
pacifist, Mr. Villard, according to re-

ports in the newspapers, evaded the
question publicly put to him whether
he would be for tolerating outrage
on American women by invading en-

emies. In spite of his keen sym-

pathy with the feminine sex, Mr.
Villard forebore to speak in favor of
their protection. He has not re-

pudiated the inference that his peace-

ful principles wouTd compel hhn to
acquiesce in the individual outrage
that may attend violence done to
the nation. Nor has any pacifist
known to us objected to the con- -

support which must have been which is of greater

no
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his taking arms for the protection
of his women's honor.

These are articles of what we will,
without intended irreverence, call the
pacifist's creed; that it is dishonor-
able to fight for the protection of
others, even "of women; that the
American soldier as a class is a
bloodthirsty brute.

That is not the whole creed. But
it is necessary for the pacifist to be
lieve these damnable articles of faith,
among others just as bad, the pre-
requisites to belief in nonresistance.
The dead soldiers of hundreds of bat-

tles were, it is assumed, no more
than a herd of beasts, else it would
be incomprehensible that they should
have laid down their lives so freely
in struggles that were to the pacif-

ist's view needless, wanton and ig
noble. Pacifists are driven also to
hold that women should be aban
doned to the invader, since Belgium's
fate has proved that Invasion does
bring risk of personal outrage, and
since if a portion must .be protected
the whole nation, with all its terrii
tory and policies, might better have
been safeguarded in the first place,
while its entire strength was in it.

Here is but the mouth of an abyss
that opens between the pacifist and
the true American.' It goes as deep
as the foundation of the world, and
we see deeper into it daily. The pa-

cifist is an enemy of his nation, we
fear, for he gives his higher alle-

giance to humanity, and refuses to
offend against humanity for Ameri-
ca's sake. He must then hope to see
humanity's authority some day
supersede America's. And as the
agent of an power of
humanity consolidating creation, he
must love and approve the Kaiser of
an empire which, being the invari
able aggressor, has naturally never
resorted to hostilities save where its
oppressors were unpacincaily op-

posed.

IN THE CANAL ZONE

From the Panama Canal Record
we glean some interesting data con-

cerning the traffic passing through
that waterway. January proved the
record month for both 'ships and ton-
nage, 176 ships with 557,837 net ton-
nage passing througn that month,
while the ships clearing at the ports
of Balboa and Christobal numbered
367, including those that passed
through the canal. A note of war-
like preparation is contained in the
order of Gov. Chester Harding, for
merly Engineer Commissioner of the
District, closing the channel through
the east and west breakwaters, to
navigation. The Colombia, followed
in February, the other two ships of
the Pacific mail fleet, the Ecuador
and the Venezuela, engaged in Ori-

ental service, the Colombia having
been purchased from the Royal Dutch
West India Mail at a cost of $4,000,-00- 0.

The total number of ships passing
through the canal during the year
1916 numbered 2,780, evenly divided
between northbound and southbound
traffic

The Panama canal seems to be do-

ing business.

THE BRITISH LOAN

The greatest popular loan to a
government in the history of the
world has just been made by the
British 5,000,000 people contribut-
ing $5,000,000,000 for the prosecution
of the war. It is an amount five
times as large as the national debt
of the United States, and serves to
throw into relief not only the de-

votion of the British people and the
stupendous nature of the conflict
abroad, but the unhampered re-
sources of the United States which
coald be put at the service of the
Government in time of war.

A number of people made gifts
outright to the government, and
nearly a million dollars was loaned
without interest.

The success of this loan coming
just as the British forces have made
a large advance on the Somme front
and the Mesopotamian expedition
have redeemed an earlier British dis
aster by the capture of ra

should convince the civilized
world and the German empire that
the immemorial bull-do- g pertinacity
of the British people is furnishing
its most conspicuous illustration just
now.

"Toy dog sells for his weight In
gold" but how many potatoes or
onions would he fetch In the open
market?

1

Why is it that the Kansas statues
In Statuary Hall are dedicated to the
memories of two of that State's moat
noted

This is the time when despairing
topers are quoting Ingall's witticism
that his chief objection to whisky was
Its making fools of so many pcopla
who didn't drink It.

One good thing about the passage
of the District dry bill will be the
convenience or having the House Dis-

trict Committee meet occasionally
without the dread of a teat vote on
prohibition.

Al a contribution toward the high
cost of living, the Senate's vote of

35,000,000 to pay for the Danish West
Indies, which could have been bought
for one-fift- h that sum a few years ago.
is interesting. Islands seem to have

elusion, that pacifism, would toihldlton ujva. aouciv as egg.

Don Marquis'
Column:

Linotype Larry wants to know how
many of those present have ever read
the legend printed upon a. subway
ticket "I realized by own Ignorance,"
he says, "In looking at a man care-
fully perusing- - his ticket on a. train the
other day. It is my idea of next to
nothing to read. True, he may have
been looking- - for the penalty for not
dropping the ticket In the box, as
he looked like one of the species who
put down two nickels and sweetly
chirp. Two!' And how often do peo-
ple lay down a nickel and chant
"One!"'

French "Without a Struggle.
Said a chap on the banks of the

lieu a e,
"'Twixt the two It's not easy to

choose-Th-ere
were far fewer snipers

At the battle of Tpres,
But more of them blamed Mltrail

leuse."
N.

The dog show one of the beasts
brought $6,000 the other day, we hear

has not been affected by' the price
of onions and potatoes. Though, of
course, none of these dogs Is so pie'
belan as to eat onions or potatoes. But
Imagine the sensations of a common
ordinary flea, starved out of New
Tort's East1 Side, wandering Into the
show and getting a bibs of a $6,000

dog! '

Invocation.
Come in the glory of Thine excellence
Rive the mild glodm with lightning of

Thy swords.
Beat down the helmets of thete war

ring lords.
Who lay Thy people with a fiend's

intent:
Lo there, lo there, the heaps of dead

o dente
Their-pav- e the very roads and choke

the ford
So thick' they lie the raven no more

accord
H(r obtcene clamor to the banquet-scent- s.

Yet tmite us not, O Lord, who walk at' cote.
Thy faithless tenants of the fatal

path,
Who dare not stand the hazard of the

cast:
But make us hear Thy dead cry in the

teat
That writhe about our ihoet in help- -

let wrath
Or rouse v with some shattering

trumpet blast:
Verity A. Child.

Who They Are.
Sir: I am the lean, lank. Jaundiced,

hollow-Jowle- hawk-eye- d Individual
who sits next you In the train, trolley
or subway and reads all the news In
your paper over your shoulder. By
so doing I save my own until I u
home, and thereby get a variety 0f
reading matter at comparatively low
eqat. And 7hen you discover my
glued attention, and you turn over the
pages abruptly before I have a chance
to read anything, I customarily mut
ter under my alcoholic breath and
curse you silently and aoftly.- - I am
then forced to filch the news from
somebody else's paper. Tyler.

Poems.
Poems are of esery sort.

Some are sad and some are tearful,
Some are long and some are short.

Others cheerful.

Poems are there bright and gay.
One will have a pleasing chorus.

While another poem may
Only bore us.

Poems are of every kind.
Some are stupid, willy-nill-

Then again there's some you'll find
Rather silly.

Poems are there strong and clear,
Having thoughts profound and

many;
Others still, like this one here.

Haven't any.
R. K. Moulton, In Oakland (Cal.)
Enquirer.

Many Congressmen, says a news
story, want to know what Is In Presi
dent Wilsons mind. His yesterday's
mind or his tomorrow's mind?

Several statesmen whose liquor goes
In their heads will suffer if Washington
goes bone dry.

The Fort Smith Times-necor- d sals
of Harold Pell Wright's latest book:
We often wept as we read the story.

but they were tears that soothed and
inspired " How different from those
caused by an onion!

A morning contemporary ssys that
Germany Is no longer the land of
Luther. Kant, and Goethe.

For that matter, America seems to
be nr longer the land of Patrick Hen
ry, George Washington, and Thomas
Jefferson.

President Wilson Is a man of in
domitable phrases. ,

A friend of ours who sat In a poker
game the other day where- - navy beans
were used as chips refused to caj'i in
his winnings. He took them home and
boiled them.

R. J. F. tells us that E. H. Stone "i

Co. are builders of monuments, mauso-
leums and statuary.

The arts against the Dutch do not
seem to be particularly covert.

Speaking of covert acts, what could
be more covert than the present state
of American shipping, which has been
made to hide itself In the harbors?

She Came I.Ike Fleck of Foam.
She came like fleck of foam from a'moon-spraye- d sea.
And all the stars turned pale with

jealousy v
And leaned from heaven to hear her

silver song.

"It is not right,' they said, "that one
should be

As fair, as lovely, and as fresh as
we"

And so they took her with her silver
song I '

John Landon Cooler.

There Is a campaign on to raise
STS.OOO for the Pateraon, N. J., Orphan
Asylum. The Campaign Director Is
Sir. Kdgar T. Honey. The Associate
Director Is Mr. Henry Candy. Pater-son- ,

chip In, now- - and sweeten that
JjloW SON MARQUIS.

Commercial Problems As .

Result of European War
A Non-Technic- al Explanation of the. Big Ques

tions Confronting Business' Men At This
Time of World's Upheaval.

By SAMUEL WANT.
Whatever else may be true in connection with the status of neutrals

during war between other countries, the present war has at least settled
the proposition that neutrality is no longer a guarantee of freedom of
intercourse in international commercial relations not directly concerned ya
the war. The. world sentiment in favor of the least possible interference
with neutral commerce during the war, expressed in many conventions
and other international declarations, has proved impotent in the face of
the actual or supposed necessities of the warring nations in the preserva-
tion oMheir national existence.

The Declaration of Paris, the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907, and
the International Naval Conference of 1909, are only some of the out
standing declarations of international purpose indicating
nition of the right of neutral commerce to untrammeled freedom of action
except as it would tend directly to assist the military or naval forces of
one of the belligerents.

While these various international conventions have not been for-
mally acceded to by all the powers of the world, there has been a gen-

eral acceptance of their fundamental principles; but throughout the pres-

ent war the declarations from belligerents on both sides of the conflict
have constituted a series of repudiations and rejections of all accepted
safeguards in favor of neutral commerce.

A point has been reached in international affairs where the 'business
interests of neutral countries are beginning to assert themselves. A great
force in this direction has. been created by business men and statesmen of
this country, supported by the declarations of a number of the prominent
statesmen of the nations of the world, including those now engaged in
the European conflict The nature of this great movement, its relation
to American business, and the lines
can lend a hand in the assertion and
outlined in succeeding articles.

WHAT'S ON PROGRAM

Interesting Events of Importance
Scheduled Today.

Ilntlnr. Southeast Washington Citizens'
Association, ill Pennsylvania arena south-
east. I p. m.

Election of officers. Nations! Military Col- -

leze. Home Club, 7 p. m.
Address, "Playgrounds." Mrs, Susie Root

Rhodes, before meeting of tbs District Fed-

eration of Women's Clubs, Ebbltt. 1p.m.
Lecture, Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, under au

spices of the Fairbrotber Mothers' Club.
Rarlaad M. E. Church, Tenth and D
streets southwest. 730 p. zn.

Lecture. "Old Ocean, Our Slavs and Master."
Rev. Earie Wllfley, T. M. C A.i S:1S p. m.

Debate. Fellows of the K. of C Catholic
University Endowment. K. of C. Hall, 8:JO

p. ra.
MetUnc of Bethel Literary Association.

Metropolitan A. M. E. Church, ( p. m.
Masauerado ball for benefit of Jewish war

sufferers. Convention HsII. 1 n. m.
..LProcram for the blind. Library of Con

cress, pavilion 7. 8:15 p. m.
Seventh annus! banquet. Missouri Society

or wsahtnston, itauscber's, 7:90 p. m.
Meeting, subcommittee on automobiles of

pubtlc order committee, board room. Dis-
trict building;. I p. m.

Meeting; of North Capitol and Ecklntton
Cltlsens' AssoclaUon. Matthew G. Emery
School building. Lincoln road and Ran-
dolph place. 7:30 p. xn.

Informal talk by Dr. Paul Bsrtsch. of the
George Washington University. before
Teachers' Club, CCS Eleventh- - street north-
west. 4 p. m.

Masonic Federal Lodge. No. 1: Acacia, No.
IS; Takoma. No. 29; Mt. Horeb Chapter, No.
7. and Potomac. No. 8. Royal Arch:

Oommandery, No. 4. Knights Tem-
plar: Robert da Bruce Council of Kadosh.
Scottish Rite; Electa Chapter, No. :; Beth-
lehem, No. 7; Friendship. No. 7; Ascension,
No. ": Order of the Eastern Star.

Odd Fellows Washington Lodge, No. 4; Gol- -
aen ituie. no. zi. ana Amity. No. zt; Fred
D. Stuart Encampment. No. 7.

Knights of Pythias Webster Lodge. No. 7:
Excelsior, No. II; Capital, No. :. and
Myrtle. No. 3.

Red Men Idaho Tribe.
Address, "Your Number and What It

Means." Dy Silas Louise Cutts Powell, Port- -

land, I p. m.
Amnsemenla

Belasco "Alone at Last," 1:15 p. m.
New NationalJohn Drsw In "Major Pn- -

dennls." 1:15 p. m.
Poll's New Poll Players. In "Romance," J:U

and 8:15 p. m.
R. F. Keith's Vaudeville. Z. 5. and :li n. ra.
Gayety Burlesque. and 8.15 p. m.
Loevi laiumoia I'noiopiays, 10.30 a. m. to

11 d. m.
Strand Photonlava. 11 a. m. to 11 n m.
Garden Photoplays, 11 a. m. to 11 p. m..

Tomorrow.
Concert. United States Soldiers' Home Band

Orchestra. Stanley Hall. (.30 n. m.
Meeting. Rhode Island Avenue Suburban

citizens ASKOclatlon. Sherwood Presby-
terian Church, 8 p. m.

Meeting of Scoutmasters of Washlngtonn
and assistants to assign troon for In
augural parade, Board of Trade rooms. 7.30
p. m.

Meeting of membership committee. Chamber
of Commerce, 4 p. m

Addresses by Congressmen Indon and
Callaway at meeting under auspices of
Socialists. Pythian Temple. 8 n. in

Discussion of "Municipal Ownership of
Street Car Lines." by Congressman Crosier,
before Single Tax Association of District,
Public Library. 8 p. m I

Old folks concert. First Congregations!
Church. Tenth and G streets northwest,
8 p. m.

Meeting, executive committee of the Colum-
bia Heights Citizens Association, st horns
of Fred J. Rice, 1502 Columbia road north-
west. 8 p. m

Ctsss day exercises. Graduates' Association
of the Armstrong Manual Training School.
In school. 3 pm.

Dlwruesion, "What imposition Should Be
Mads of the Year Book," City of Washing-
ton Branch of tho American Pharma-
ceutical Association. National College of
rharmacy. W I street northwest, 8 p m.

Concert bv Washington Munlctpnl Orchestra
for benefit of athletics and band. Central
High School. 8 p. m.

General meeting of Teachers' Cluh. 60J Elev-
enth street northwest. 3 41 p m

Red Cross work bv Teachers flub, tte Elev-

enth street northwest. p. ni
Filipino recital In natle costume by Miss

Syltertre Guadelupe. Studio Hall. 8.15 p. m.
Illustrated lecture. "Six Weeks In Devas-

tated Poland." by V. r Walcott. under
auspices of District of Columbia Red Cross
Chapter, Continental Memorial Hall. 8

Meeting of Kit Carson Post. No Z. Depart-
ment of the Potomac, G A. It . It O. A.
R. Hall, 113 Pennsylvania avenue north-
west. 8 p, m

Address on "First-Han- Impressions of th
European War." by John Barrett, at
Theodore Bailey-Myer- s Mason House. 1"
Twentieth street northwest, 11.90 a m.

Opening of headquarters of Association Op-

posed to Womsn's Suffrage. 1313 Pennsyl.
vanla avenue northwest.

Masonic Harmony Lodge. No. 17. 5:45 p. m.:
Grand Lodge School of Instruction: Wash-
ington Commandery. No. I. Knights Tem-

plar Naomi Chapter No 3. and Brookland,
No 11. Order of the Eastern Ftsr.

Odd Fellows Jjastem rjo. i: lisr- -

mony, I.O. :'. ana rrurnii no. -- v.
Columbian Encampment. No 1.

Rebekahs Mt. Pleasant. No 35
Kntgbta ot ail. rmon -o

5- - Hermlone. No. II: Union. No 33. and
Columbia. No 38; Friendship Temple, No.

. Pythian Sisters.
Red Men White Eagle Tribe, Osceola Tribe

and wmie iLgi-- p ivuum;ii.

DROWNS REJOICING.
BETHLEHEM, Pa.. Feb. 27. Has

tening to tell his brother that he had
Just become the father of a boy, Jo-
seph Wlslotsky. of Northampton, slip
ped on the bank or the l.rhlgli ("anal,
fell In. and was drowned before help
could reach. Mm.

a world recog

along which American business men
enforcement of their rights,' will be

METHODISTS HIT PACIFISTS

Meeting at New York Resolves
Against Resort to Armaments.

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 27. The
Rev. E. W. Evans, of New York, an
agent of the Fellowship of Reconcilia-
tion, a pacifist organization that
would not resist the Kaiser If he at-
tempted to. Invade the United States,
was informed yesterday by more than
100 Methodist ministers attending the
weekly conference here that "peace
at any price" and the policy of "sur-
render without a fight" have nothing
In common with Methodism.

The New Yorker attended the con-
ference and requested permission to'
address the gathering. He failed to
appreciate the temper of his audience,
and' talked about "turning the other
cheek.:

Besides administering a severe re-
buke, for more than a score of the
ministers took" the floor and denounced
him, the organization, to make It
plain that Philadelphia Methodists
have no sympathy with the propa-
ganda of the Fellowship" of Reconcilia-
tion, passed a resolution reaffirming
Its resolutions of several weeks ago.
In which President Wilson was up-
held In severing diplomatic relations
with Germany.

The Re v Robert Crawford, pastor of
Fletcher Memorial Church, evoked ap-
plause by announcing the ministers
had no time for discussion with
Evans. "This Is no time to talk peace
when Innocent children are being
slaughtered and helpless women rav-
ished." he said.

MARINE BAND SCORES

Symphony Program at Marine Bar-

racks Artistic Success.
The all symphony, program given

by the United States Marine Band
Orchestra under William .H. Santel-man- n

at its regular concert at the
Marine Barracks yesterday after--

neon, was an artistic success, proving
again the excellence that Mr. Santel-man- n

has achieved in surrounding
himself with players who serve
equally well for the band In 'Its pub
lic (unction as such, and for the de-
lightful series of jndoor musicales
that attract capacity audiences
throughout the winter.

The orchestral program Included
three movements of the Beethoven
Fifth symphony, that was read with
true appreciation: the Wagner pre
lude to "Lohengrin." and the joyous
overture to Webers "Der Frel
schuetz." They were given with ad
mlrable effect, finish and spirit.

Musician Fritz Mueller, solo cellist
of the orchestra, gave with rich and
sympathetic tone the violoncello con-

certo In A minor of Goltermann.
J. MacB.

OFFER PRIZES FOR POSTERS

Mississippi Centennial Asks All Art
Students to Compete.

GULFPORT. Miss.. Feb. 27. Art stu-
dents of every school in the United
States will be eligible In a poster
prize contest Inaugurated by the Mis-
sissippi Centennial Exposition, to be-
gin at once, and close on May I, the
conditions of which have Just been
announced.

The centennial exposition manage-
ment offers three prizes, the first of

2.i. Hccond of 1S. and third of J10.
The designs submitted should be

sent1 to Miss I. B. Flnley. care of the
Mississippi Centennial Exposition and
the following rules will govern the
contest. Designs must be original, of
three rolors never before used; hare
a margin on a 14 by 20 Inch card.
must Include lettering "Mississippi Cen
tennial Exposition, Oulfport. Miss.
Opens December 10. 1017. Closes June
10. 1018. Open water must be pro
nounced feature of the design. Only
one design from each artist.

WILL NAMES THREE FAITHS

Priest, Preacher, and Rabbi to
Guard Big Estate.

IIOLT.TDATSBURG. Pa.. Feb. 27.
The will of Randolph McMulIen. a
wealthy farmer of Tyrone township.
probated here, directs that his estate
be divided under the supervision of
three trustees to be appointed by the
court, consisting of a Protestant
clergyman, a Catholic priest and a
Hebrew rabbi.

The reason Is that each trustee will
watch the other and that every cent
given to charity will be rightly ap-
plied.

The estate, estimated to be worth
$100,000. will be divided' among the
poor of Blair, Huntingdon and Cam- -
brla co untie,

CLERGY ASDLAYMER

PMISEEYANGELiST

Gypsy Smith Credited With
Having Aroused Spirit of Re-

ligion in Capital.

HOMELY SERMONS GRIPPED

Recapitulation 'of List Shows'
That 826 Men and Women

Were Converted.

- I
Throughout Washington church

circles today the praises of Gypsy
Smflh, jr., proponent of the old-tim- e

religion and saver of souls, were sung-b- y

ministers and laymen alke.
The swarthy-skinne- indefatigable

evangelist, who closed a four-wee- ks

revival here last night, was given
credit for bringing about a resurrec-
tion of religious thought In the Na-

tional Capital and Inspiring and stim-
ulating local minister and church
workers to greater things.

The 'evangelistic campaign con-
ducted by Gypsy Smith, Jr-- already
has worked wonders In Washington,
said the Rev. Dr John Carpenter Pal-
mer, chairman of the committee which
brought the evangelist to 'Washing-
ton,

Presence Will Be Kelt.
The effects of hls.hpmely sermons.

Illustrated by human Interest stories
which gripped, appealed and drove
home' his. lessons, will be felt here
for many months. Churches, minis-
ters, and laymen have been stimula-
ted to greater activity, and "we are
under a lasting debt of gratitude to
the evangelist for his earnest work
here." ,

Recapitulation of the list Of converts
today showed that the 8K men and, wo-
men persuaded to a higher understand-
ing and better life by the evangelist rep-

resented 104 different churches.
The twenty-si- x Presbyterian churches

which united In extending the Invitation
to Gypsy Smith; Jr.. recelveVj most of
the converts, but almost an equal num-
ber were won for the Baptist denomina-
tion, with the Episcopal church ranking
third. All of the churches benefited by"
additional members are not in the Dis-
trict, a fact which shows the broad
scope of the work done here by the even-gell- st.

according to Dr. Palmer.
Washington ministers believe that

Gypsy Smith's time was well spent in
preparing the 'local Held for Billy Sun- - .
day his friend and model, who comes
to the National Capital next January.

Bade Farewell To 4JO0O.

With the singing of "God Be With
You Till We Meet Again." and the
waving of a small silken American
flag, the evangelist bade farewell to
4,000 persons who thronged bis taber-
nacle last night to hear him bar the
story of his life.

The dramatic farewell was preceded
by warm and glowing tributes to the
evangelist by Henry B. F. 'Macfar-lan- d.

former District Commissioner,
who voiced the city's gratitude and
obligation, and by Dr. .Palmer, who
expressed gratitude for. thetemporary
bestowal of the evangelist upon the
National CapItaL

Just before he left the, City the
evangelist was presented with a free
will offering contributed by the con-
gregation. The offering totaled about
13.000. of which Jf.JOO was collected
last night and SL800 on Sunday.

Warns to Observe Sabbath.
"I want to warn you." Gypsy Smith,

Jr., said last nlghX "Observe the Sab
bath day. I have never oeen in any
clty in the United States, saving New
York, where the people had less re-

gard for the Sabbath. day."
He then took up tne uireaa or. tne

story or his life, as well as that ofrhis race and ancestors.
We. the gypsies, believe that we

are one of the lost tribes of Israel."
he said. "There are two reasons for
this belief. There are 400,000 gypsies
In England, and 85 per cent of them
live to be of Bible age. AH OT the
families have names chosen from the
characters In the Bible. There Is
where we get that belief, for the
gypsies have no Bible and the names
have been handed down from pur fore-
fathers. When a gypsy is sick he is
given a knife and a spoon to eat
with, after which they are buried.
When he dies the "bedding Is taken
out and burned. These two customs
were practiced by the Orthodox Jews
In Palestine.

Has No Religion.
"The gypsy has no religion. He

believes the first cause controls,'
everything, and says that this first'
cause IS God. He has no command-
ments to tell him what to do. The
smly law he has Is his and
the law of the country through which
he Is traveling.

"I wish that the people of this
country had as much respect for the
marriage laws as gypsies hid as far
back as sixty years ago. A man can-
not marry until he Is twenty-on- e. and
his property .belongs to his father
until he becomes of age. With them
the parents raise the children. In
some of your American homes the
children raise the parents.

Must Heighten Morality.

"Wo must raise a higher rrforallty
in this country than wei have had In

the past twenty years. Our children-ar-e

going wrong. Many girls take
the wrong step before they have
graduated from high school.

"The gypsy can swear as though
he had been to the 'University of
Hell,' taken a te course,
and had the devil for an instructor.
Those of the gypsies who are not
habitual drinkers are moderate drink-
ers. They are not thieves. Thev do ,

not burglarize banks and thev do nnt
break into hbuses. They are super-
stitious, believing that there Is a dif-

ference they will steal from your
yard, but not from your barn.

"Many of you pay a gypsy women
to tell your fortune. She Is not tell-
ing your fortune, she tells you what
you tell her or what she has been
keen enough to learn from you. Thsy
travel on their wits, and when you
manage to get ahead of a gyspy girl
you may chalk It up."

The evangelist then told of his rov-
ing the seas for years, leading any
thing but a righteous life, and of his
conversion and joining the staff of
an exhorter In New York.

He alluded to the fact that he was
still in his swaddling clothes as an
evangelist and that Washington waa
the biggest city In which he had ever
conducted- - revival. '

A


