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PLANSFORKEY

BRIDGE READY;

WORK ON SOON

All Details Approved and Struc-

ture May Be Completed

in 1919.

WITHIN SUM AUTHORIZED

Width Cut Down and Ap-

proaches Changed, But Other
Features Are Kept.

Complete and detailed plans for the
Key bridge, which Is to replace the
old and inadequate Aqueduct struc-
ture, where obtained by The Times
today. They. call for an all concrete
structure that can be built within the
Congressional appropriation of a mil-

lion dollars.
Specifications for the bridge have

been drawn and are now on the desk
of Secretary of War Baker. They
will probably be signed and approved
In a day or two. Bids for the work
will be advertised Immediately and
construction will start this spring.

In the new design, which has Just
been finally approved, the bridge has
been pared down to a width of sixty-eig-

feet and a new location provid-
ed, but none of the original features
have been lost. The new design, ap-

parently, breaks a deadlock on the
.bridge project, which threatened to
delay construction indefinitely.

Pleased At Outlook.
Officers and members of the George-

town Citizens' Association and of the
city's commercial bodies are greatly
pleased that the bridge situation has
been clarified and that the Key

v bridge will be built without delay.
During the closing days of the last

Congress It looked as though the
brlde-- would be lost, or its construc
tion indefinitely postponed. An eighty--

foot concrete structure, as planned.
could not be put up within the mil
lion dollar authorization, and con-
gress refused additional funds.

CoL CLA.F. Flagler, engineer officer
in charge of the bridge construction,
estimates it will be ready for service
lr , tnmmip nf 10.10 tt

Work is to be pushed with alfpos- -
slble speed, and the only possibility
of delay foreseen. Is failure by
press to make the necessary contin-
uing appropriations.

Approaches Sacrificed.
The location of the bridge has

been changed slightly, and approach-
es on each end have been sacrificed.

There will be no broad approach
at M street and direct outlets from
the bridge to Thirty-fourt- h and Thirty-s-

ixth streets as originally
on Fifth Page.)

SUNDAY IS FOR WAR
s

Evangelist Would Use New York
Tabernacle as Recruiting Station.
SEW YORK, March 23. Billy Sun-day- 's

new tabernacle is t o be turned
Into a recruiting station In the ser-

vice of the United States army in the
event of war. That's the message
Sunday delivered to New Tork
through an interview in Buffalo pub-

lished today.
"Lord, you're sure taking a lot of

back talk from the Kaiser," the evan-
gelist declared. "I wish. Lord," he
continued, "you'd tell America to
wipe Germany off the map, even as
you commanded Israel to destroy the
corrupt and idolatrous Canaanltes.

"And 111 turn that New York taber-
nacle into a recruiting station If Con
gress only says the word.

"The Lord shall be our commander,
and He has Von HIndenburg beaten
to a frazzle."

OFFER TO BUY SEAPLANES

Two Hundred Members of Aero Club
Volunteer Services.

More than 200 wealthy New Tork
men, members of the Aero Club of
America, today offered to buy their
own seaplanes fo'r national defense,
providing they can be taught to op-
erate them by naval aviation Instruc
tors. They agreed to undergo train
ing without compensation.

This would mean an offer of X 2,000,-00- 0

from the patriotic New Yorkers,
as the average cost of a seaplane Is
$10,000.

The Aero Club has also offered to
pay all expenses for the immediate
establishment of an aviation training
station in New York.

PUTS PRISONERS IN FRONT

Germany Sends Captives to Battle
Lines as Reprisal.

LAUSANNE, Switzerland, March
23. Germany has sent many of her
captives to the front lines of battle
as a reprisal. In a statement Issued
by the International Red Cross today.

The statement said the Red Cross
was endeavoring to dissuade the Ger-
man authorities from such form of
reprisals.

QUITS CARRANZA CABINET.
MEXICO CITY, March 23- - Manuel

Agullar resigned today from his post
as minister of foreign relations In
the Carranza cabinet. He will start
a campaign at once for the governor-
ship of Vera Cruz. General Dlguez, of
Agullar's office, also has severed his
connection wlih the government. Both
resignations have been accepted.

KAISER ON VERGE OF
BREAKDOWN

THE HAGUE. March 23. Kaiser
Wllhelm Is on the verge of a nervous
breakdown and has departed for
Homburg. a health resort, according
to private messages received here
today.

He will receive Chancellor
there instead of at

German headquarters.
This la the second time within two

weeks that the Kaiser lias been re-

ported 111.

The report Is supported by the fact
that accounts of his visits to the
front have been lacking recently.

CENTRAL BODY

TOAIDGARDENS

Many Organizations to Be Rep-

resented at Meeting in Jef-

ferson School Today.

If plans to be proposed at a meet-
ing in Jefferson School at" 3:30 o'clock
this afternoon are adopted, a large
central committee to conduct Wash-
ington's gardening campaign this
summer will be formed with repre-

sentatives of the Chamber of Com- -

merce. Board of Trade, Retail Deal
ers Association, Mothers' Congress,
Federated Citizens' Associations, Girl
Scouts, Boy Scouts, Department of
Agriculture, Department of the In
terior, Commissioners of the District,
Playgrounds Associativa, and Wash-
ington newspapers.

Formation of this committee will
bo tha culmination of weeks of work
by public spirited women and men to
place the gardening campaign upon
a systematic basis. The committee
will not seek to dictate policies to
other organizations, but will attempt
to correlate every effort toward uc--
cessful gardening.

Speakers will be O. II. Benson, of
the extension dlvlelon,. Department of
Agriculture, John L. Randall, of the
Department of the Interior, and oth-
ers.

Mrs. Rhodes Interested.
Mrs. Susie Root Rhodes, supervisor

of District playgrounds, will present
the plans of the. playgrAUndnCniKbrl'
ties. Mrs. Rhodes said she is willing
to work In conjunction with any cen-

tral organization that may be created.
When approached upon a proposal

to use public playgrounds for garden-
ing centers, the District Commission-
ers demurred on account of lack of
money to conduct the campaign prop-
erly, it is understood.

It is thought, however, that this
objection can be met by raising suf-
ficient funds by subscription. The
Capital Garden Club, composed of
wealthy, society women, has decided
to give financial support to the public
playgrounds, or. In the event of the
work not being taken up on the play-
grounds, to some other central or-
ganization. The club has agreed to
hire expert gardeners who will give
advice and help.

It Is the desire of those In charge
of today's meeting to form a large
committee which will serve as a keep-
er of records rather than as an exe
cutive body.

For Accurate Records.
If the committee is formed accurate

records will be kept of every garden
In the city. The Intention la to model
the organization after that In Min-
neapolis, where more than 3,000 va-
cant .lots, In addition to backyard
gardens, were tilled by Individuals.

At the end of the summer, after all
the gardens have been harvested, a
harvest festival will be held, to which
every amateur gardener will be asked
to bring specimens of products' he has
raised. .

Prizes and ribbons will be awarded
for the best samples shown.

GERMANIC GUARD SPEEDING

Seventeenth Infantry En Route to
Forts In Georgia.

Twelve companies of the Seven
teenth United States Infantry will
reach Forts Mcrherson and Ogle-
thorpe, Ga., late today or tomorrow,
where they will prepare for the re-
ception of the 700 Interned German
officers and seamen will be re-
moved from the Philadelphia navy
yard tomorrow to quarters at the
Georgia posts.

The troops left Fort Bliss on Tues-
day. Companies A, B, (', D, E and
F will go to Fort Mcpherson, and
Companies G. H, I, K, L, and M will
go to Fort Oglethorpe.

ALLIES RECOGNIZE RUSSIA

England, France, and Italy Follow
Lead of United States.

PETROORAD, March 23. Ambassa-
dors of England, France, and Italy
followed the lead of Ambassador
Francis, and conveyed to Foreign
Minister Millkuff the formal recogni-
tion by their respective nations of the
new Russian government.

BALTIC SAFE AT LIVERPOOL.
NEW YORK, March 23. The White

Star liner Baltic arrived safely at
Liverpool today, the International
Mercantile Marine announced here to-
day. The Baltic sailed March 13, withmany passengers.

MENTIONED FOR TOKYO POST.
Charles R. Crane. Chicago, was

mentioned today as possible succes-
sor to the late Ambassador George
Guthrie, as American ambassador at
iOW

WOMAN YIELDS

HOME TO SAVE

BLAZING TOWN

Sacrifice of Mrs. Stearns
Checks Flames at

Herndon, Va.

BUSINESS SECTION IN ASHES

Damage at --Old Settlement
May Reach $350,000 Rare

Papers Lost

Herndon, a little Virginia town
twenty-on- e miles from Washington,
was saved from complete destruction
today, only when a woman sacrificed
her whole worldly fortune, represent-
ed by the little house that she called
home.

The town was on fire. The flames
raged! for hours, wiping out the
town's business district and some of
Its dwellings.

Inadequate, typical rural fire ap-
paratus was utilized In a heroic, but
a pitifully vain effort to check the
confiscation.

Already thousands of dollars' dam-
age had been wrought the estimates
range from $100,000 to $350,000 when,
early thla morning, a committee of
citizens decided drastic action must
be taken.

The little house owned by Mrs.
Irene Stearns stood directly in the
course of the storm of flame, then
sweeping down on it from ISO yards
away.

Dynamite Applied.
The committee, composed of Dr.

Ernest Robey, W. R. Harrison, II. A.
Gilford, and B. S. Maguire, called on
Mrs. Stearns.

"We can save the residential sec
tion." said Dr. Robey, the spokesman,
"if you will permit your home to be
destroyed."

The flames were very near, and it
was Impossible to save any of the
chattels which represented practically
all of Mrs. Steams' worldly goods.

"If'you can save the town." replied
Mrs. Stearns, "do what you need to
with my home."

Members of the Herndon fire de
partment Immediately placed dyna-
mite under the foundations of the
house 'and brought It to the ground.
Water was then poured on the ruins.
The wind which had been fanning the
blaze was Insufficient to carry It over
the distance to the next house.

Herndon Is one of the old settle-
ments near Washington which
Is rich In ancestral traditions. In the
public library were documents deal
ing with Revolutionary Incidents. Be--
sldes'these were numerous papers In
the possession of private families
which have to do with the heroes of
Maryland and Virginia for more than
100 years. All of these, so far as
could be ascertained today, were de-
stroyed In the fire.

g Equipment Weak.
The blaze started last night at 10:30

o'clock In the livery stable of W. H.
Harrison, which Is located on Main
street In that group of buildings
which Herndon calls Its business ftis-trlc- t.

People retire early In'Herndon,
and only the night watchman, J. H.
Bluter, saw the flames arising from
the frame livery stable and heard the
screnma of the Imprisoned horses.

The Herndon fire department's
equipment is a conservative affair,
consisting of a length of hose and a

(Continued on rage Eleven.)

GERMANS.BLOCKADE ARCTIC

Believed Action Is Aimed at Closing
Port of Archangel.

CHRISTIANIA, Norway, March 23.
The foreign office received official

notification today that Germany had
Instituted a blockade of the Arctic
ocean between Norway and Spits-
bergen.

The new blockade manifestly is
aimed to present shipments to the
Russian port of Archangel, which
will be free or Ice within a few
months, and which always has been
a great center of import for Russia.

ENTENTE SEA LOSSES VAST

Berlin Flxee Total Tonnage Sunk at
About 850,000.

BERLIN (via Sayvllle wireless).
March 23. Entente losses of war-
ships, including auxiliary vessels,
have now reached approximately 850,-00- 0

tonslnre the beginning of the
war, the official press bureau esti
mated today.

"Tills." the statement added. "Is
equal to the combined tonnago of
Russia and Japan at the beginning of
the war. or only fiO.000 tons Inferior
to the United States navy, which was
the third largest In the world at the
beginning of the war."

SHIPS AVAILABLE TO U. S.

Most .of 246 Vessels Suitable for
Auxullary Cruisers.

NEW YORK. March 23. If tho United
State should go to war with aermany
she could commandeer US vessels, total-
ing 379,668 tons, flying the American flag
In New York Harbor alone.

.Most or these ships could be used as
auxiliary cruisers. The others, which
are suitable as transports, are Dassen- -
ger vessels.

HltiH COST OF MEAT
GETS IN COURT NOW

Judge Rules That Penalty for
Stealing It Should Soar

With Prices.
"He looked a little deformed about

the chest," testified Policeman V. A.

Osterman as he took the witness
stand In the United States Branch of
the Police Court.

"What caused it?" asked the court.
"A large ham and a shoulder." an-

swered the witness.
"Huh!" Interjected the court ,

"He stole the meat," resumed the
witness, "from his employers, the
Cudahy Packing Company, and had It
hidden under his coat."

The defendant. Charles Dunnlg, a
slight youth, barely out pf his "teens."
admitted that he took the meat. He
couldn't tell the court what he had
Intended doing with the loot.

"Pay a fine of 2S or spend sixty
days In Jail," mid the court. The boy
said he would have to accept the lat-
ter alternative.

Sorry," said the court, "but the
price of meat comes high and stolen
meat even higher."

NEW RAILROAD

GETS CHARTER

Virginia Corporation Board Au-

thorizes Step in Big Trans-

portation Plan.

RICHMOND, March 23. A charter
for a railroad in connection with the
project to increase rail and water
transportation between Virginia,
West Virginia, and ultimately Ohio,
and New York and other Atlantic
coast ports, was Issued today by the
State corporation commission here.

The name of the corporation is the
Atlantic and Northwestern railway.
The road, it is announced, will be ap-
proximately 430 miles In length.

Officers and directors of the com-
pany comprise Washington capital
and Washington representatives of
capital.

Principal Office.

The principal office of the corpora-
tion is to be located at Alexandria.

The road Is to run from Harpers
Ferry to Newport Newsjuid will also,
run fronTHarpeYe'ernr'W apofnt at
or near Morgantown, V". Va.

The road will pass through the fol-
lowing counties In Virginia: Lou-
doun, Fairfax, Fauquier, Prince Wil-
liam, Stafford, Spottsylvanla, Caro-
line, Essex, King and Queen, King
William. New Kent. James City, York,
Warwick, Elizabeth.

The maximum amount of capital
stock of the corporation lit limited un-
der its charter to $3,000,000. The
minimum Is $ 50,000. The par value Is
$100. Officers of the corporation are:
William B. Emmert, president: Taul
Duianey, vice president, and Benja-
min F. Mays, secretary-treasurer- ; all
of Washington.

Dlreetora of the Company.
The directors include the officers to-

gether with Charles H. St. John. Albert
C. West, John M. Major, and John W.
Fenton. Jr.. all of Washington.

Mr. Duianey visited Richmond yester
day and filed application for the char-
ter for the road. He left yesterday for
West Virginia to secure charter rights
In that State.

The State received a charter fee of
11,00) for Issuing the papers.

William B. Emmert Is vice presi
dent and general manager of the
Washington and Old Dominion Rail
way, while Benjamin F. Mays Is sec
retary to Colon H. Livingstone, pres
Ident of that road and also president
of the Chesapeake and Potomao
Steamboat Company.

Charles II. St. John Is vice presi-
dent and veneral manager of the
Chesapeake and Potomac Steamboat
Company. Albert C. eit Is assist-
ant cashier of the American National
Bank, and John F. Major is associ-
ated with the Interests of Edward B.
McLean, a heavy stockholder In the
Washington and Old Dominion Rail
way. .

KILIns Estate Interested.
That the Elklna estate Is interested

in the project Is indicated by the fact
that John W. Fenon, Jr., secretary to
Davis Klklns, son of the late Stephen
It. J.lkln-- , former Senator from West
Virginia, Is one of the directors of
the corporation.

A meeting of the directors was held
late yesterday. Tho directors, how-
ever, declined to make any statements
as to the object of the meeting.

GEORGEBERNARDSHAW

TO WRITE FOR

THE IMS
George Bernard Shaw has been

on tho Western Battle Front!
It Is an event In war and lit-

erature and In typical Shavian
language "G. B. S." has described
his experiences, sensations, and
observations of modern warfare in
a series of highly entertaining ar-

ticles which will appear in The
Times.

The First Article Entitled,
"JOY RIDING AT THE

FRONT"

Will Appear Tomorrow
ONLY IN THE TIMES.

TWO CAPITAL

WOMEN' JOIN

NAYYFORCES

Mrs. Mae Howard Cissel and
Miss Elma S. Moulton the

First.

MANY OTHERS ALSO APPLY

Officials Report Constant
Stream of Would-B- e Re-

cruits at Station.

Mrs. alls Howard Cissel, of 911
Rhode Island avenue northwest, is
the first Washington woman to enlist
In the naval reserve.

Mrs. Cissel applied for an applica-
tion blank Just as soon as Secretary.
Daniels 'order permitting women to
enlist was published. She passed the
physical examination, and completed
her enlistment today at the old Naval
Hospital at Ninth street and Pennsyl-
vania ovenue southeast.

She akes the grade of a thlrdlclass
yeoman and will be assigned for duty
temporarily in the office of Supplies
and Accounts of the Navy Depart
ment.

Miss Elma Saunders Moulton. of
1351 Gerard street northwest, will be
the second Capital resident to enroll.
She has passed the physical examlna--
tlono, and will complete all formali-
ties Incident to enlistment this after-
noon.

Is Clerical Assistant,
She is also graded as a third-clas- s

yoeman and will be assigned as a
clerical assistant in the disbursing
office of the Navy Department.

Other Washington women who have
filed applications at the naval reserve
recruiting office are:

Other Applicants.
Miss Laura E. Smalley, of 201S R

street northwest.
Miss Addle V. Lear, of 137S A street

northeast.
Miss Nannie L. Dorsey, of the Cairo.
Miss Gertrude Keneagh, of 327 A

street southeast.
Miss Vlrg.InlvJloblraoru.c ,tbiIa

uiaa uuicb ui ma jaHriQr Ascpsrt-men- t.

Miss Margaret G., DeWolf, of the
Treasury Department.

Miss Gertrude Hussey, of 132S
Eighteenth street northwest.

Miss Mattle Long, of 323 First
street southeast.

During the day the number of sddII- -
cants at ths recruiting 'stations at Ninth
street and Pennsylvania avenue south-
east and at the Navy Department was
greatly Increased. Officials reported a
steady flow of women anxious to secure
data on 'enlistment. The majority of
the applicants, it was said, procured
all necessary Information but deferred
actual enllsctment, preferring to await
the outcome of the present International
situation.

At the Naval Reserve Bureau In the
Navy annex building, at Eighteenth
street and New York avenue northwest.
many applicants procured information.

GRAND JURY HOLDS EIGHT

Men Charged with Operating Hand-

books on Races.
Indictments against eight men.

chaarglng handbook making on horse
races, were returned by the grand
Jury today. The men Indicted are:
Fred H. Vogt, Lee Hammeraley, Sam-

uel Sondhelmer, Frank McCormack,
Stanley Johnson, Pete Shore, Harry
Turner, and Bayard. T. Wrenn, other-
wise known as Bert Wrenn. Three
separate offenses are charged against
Johnson, two against Hammersley,
and tvvo against McCormack.

These men were taken Into custody
In a recent raid conducted by the
police and the Department of Justice.

Other Indictments and charges
were: James W. Snyder. larceny from
the United States: Ralph Wormley,
bigamy; Powell Ilastelll, assault with
Intent to commit rabbeery; Frank
Jackson, housebreaking and larceny:
Jame F. Brown, housebreaking and
larceny: Arthur Robinson, grand lar-
ceny: Fllton Garner, larceny: Harvey
Johnson! depredation on property;
Charles A. Thompson, housebreaking
and larceny; Raymond Warner, as-
sault with dangerous weapons; Earl
Hackley and Norman Hackley. house-
breaking; Jennie Jones, robbery: Lo-
renzo A. Hayes, violation of 828-- of
the District code; Harrison Dunn,
violation 826-- of the District code;
George H. Franklin, false pretenses.

NEWLANOS CALLED HOME.
Senator Newlands has been called

to California on private business. In
his absence. Congressman Adarason
of Georgia Is acting as chalrnian of
tho Joint committeo which Is investi-
gating railroad matters. The com-
mittee continued hearings today, with
Judge Lovett, of the Union Pacific,
as witness.

SCOW WORKER DROWNED.
Edward Brooks, colored, twenty-thre- e

years old, of Qccoquan, Va., fell
overboard from a scow of the Colum-
bia Granite and Dredging Company,
near Oxon Run, Md. early today and
was drowned. The body was recov-
ered by William Simmons, of Alex-anrl-

Va.

STEAMER Q0ES.A8H0RE.
VANCOUVER, British Columbia,

March 23. The Grand Trunk steamer
Prince Rupert is ashore twenty miles
this side of Prince Rupert. It Is re-
ported to be deep In water, but dss--aengera safe.

PgfWft-- ?

U. S. SHIPS SUNK SINCE
FEBRUARY 1

February 3 Housatonlc; no casual-
ties.

February 13 Lyman M. Law; no
casualties.

March 13 Algonquin; unwarned;
no casualties.

Marclrl Vlcllincla: unwarned;
fifteen missing.

March II City of Memphis; warn-
ed; no casualties.

March IS, Illinois; warned; no
casualties.

March 2L Healdton ;. unwarned ;
twenty-on- e missing.

DRAWSONMYY

RETIRED LIST

Daniels Calls In Large Number

Of Officers Builders Con-

fer on Speed Measures.

The navy has called Into active ser-
vice large numbers of the retired of-

ficers. Secretary Daniels announced
this morning.

Utter Inadequacy of the officer per-
sonnel resulted In the order which fol
lows closely the order for advancing
graduation of two classes of the An-
napolis Naval Academy.

In an effort virtually to cut in half
the time required for constructing
naval destroyers, and to mobilize ah
available shipbuilding resources for
the construction of these vessels, a
conference of American shipbuilders
will be held at the Navy Departmet
tomorrow.

Builders Represented.
The New York Shipbuilding Corpor-

ation, the Fore River Shipbuilding
Company, the Newport News Company
and Cramps of Philadelphia, will be
represented, as will every shipyard
which has ever built a destroyer or
which can build one.

An extreme effort will be made to
build the destroyers In ten fifteen
months. Twenty-tw- o to twenty-fou- r

months has been .the customary
period.

No limit,will ,nay lnsdestroyaW,
submarines, and submarine chasers,
other than the physical capacity of
the country's shipyards to turn out
the vessels.

While fifteen destrpyers are al-
ready specifically authorized, Secre-
tary Daniels announced late yester-
day the department would at once
order as many destroyers as can be
built In time to meet the present
crisis. If as many as fifty can be
built, they will be ordered.

To Order Hornet Fleet.
Immediate Increase of the destroy

er fleet is the first desire of ths
Navy Department, Secretary Daniels
announced today. Bids for the fif
teen authorized destroyers will be
opened tomorrow.

In addition, a hornet fleet of be
tween 200 and 300 fast motor boats.
submarine chasers, "and as many
more as we can get constructed, will
at once be ordered.

STORM WARNINGS OUT

Strong Winds Expected From Vir-

ginia to Maine.
NEW YORK. March 23. Storm warn-

ings from Norfolk to Eastport, Me.,
were ordered hoisted today by the
United States Weather Bureau. Strong
south and southwest winds will follow
a disturbance which now Is centered
over the upper lake regions. It was pre-

dicted.

SUSPECT "HIKER" IS SPY

Arrest Ordered of Man "Walking
Around World on Bet."

CHATTANOOGA. Tenn., March 23.
Federal agents here,have received in-

structions 'from Atlanta to arrest A.
Van Deneneden, who claims to be
"walking around the world on a bet,"
for Investigation, In connection with
the arrest of Johannes Pleczyskl,
alias Walter Wanderwell, and 'Hugo
Coutaden In Atlanta on espionage
charges.

It Is thought all three are mem-
bers of an organized band of Ger-
mans who have been trsrvptjyx
through American coast cities in the
guise of "hikers."

Van Deneneden's wife was arrest-
ed In Atlanta. Early this morning
he himself confirmed the charge that
the two Atlanta suspects were Ger-
man spies, but declared he was mere-
ly seeing the world.

Investigation of Van Deneneden's
real mission in America Is being con-
ducted here. He disappeared this
morning and search for him so far
has been, fruitless.

BOMBS WOULDN'T GO OFF.

Detective Say Faulty Construc-
tion Saved Hundreds of Lives.

NEW YORK, March 23. A faulty
construction of bombs manufactured
by Capt. Charles von Klelst. to be
placed on allied food ships, saved
hundreds of vessels from destruction
Detective Barth testified todav In
Vie trial of six alleged bomb plotters.
The bombs, he said, were taken
aboard many vessels, but they failed
to expioue.

Hundreds of bombs, Barth said,
were found In the holds of uuli
after they reached France.

GERMANYKAY

F0RCEU.S.T0

DECLAREWAR

President Wishes to Avoid Ask-

ing Action, But Events May
Change Aspect '

WANTS ONUS ON BERLIN

By Simply Recognizing State of
Hostilities, America Prop-- v

erly Places Blame.

Germany's acta In the "barred
zone" between now and Anrfl win
largely determine, the nature of the
war message President Wilson will
deliver to Congress.

This was admitted In official circle
this afternoon as the Cabinet pre-
pared to meet to consider the merrreports of the State Department on
me destruction of the American
starrier Healdton Uie latest tirof German undersea rightfulness.

Jresldent Wilson does nnt .
declare war against Germany. It la
his purpose on April 2 to" declare thata state of war already exists by vir-tue of acts of war committed by Ger- - 'many.

If it is cossibio . ...-- - .. ,..,
tLStiS?.. tlncUon. for

-- .., ii s kb important one.For the United States toeclarewar Is for this country to assume theresponsibility of Initiating;
To declare that war already exists.

- .-.- -.. uMicace or. a .
-- -- -- ..., cumki mi united
wnsVbefe "-- aalblllt-Wast- ed

Only Rights.
President Wilson wants to be able

to tell Congress and the world that
all that the United States has wished
for has been the privileges of enjoy-
ing unmolested the advantages of,
peace; that Germany hasty her utter
disregard of neutral 'rights, refused to
permit the .United States' this prlvt- -

. Bjajjttri admitted In official circles
thaufcalwaenniiw n9 An-- n .

ISIB Tnfl.1T i AnAn t.-- w ,mw.mI..
of frightfulness aa to sweep the situa-
tion out of the control of the Presi-
dent and to force him, either through
rjonnlae dcmiM iw (it aKlUn ,f rA.
gress; to enter the war n the far
ujuro Dasis inan ne now m--
icnus. .

In other wniMa mt- - .a
stand, Adlmlnlstratlon officials de
clare, ir.o may still, lr be
so desires, restrict the war opera
tions oi me unitea urates to strictly
defensive measures, such as patrolling
the coasts and sinking all German
submarines on sight. But it Is re-
garded as entirely probable that 'Ifmany more American ships are snnk
and many more American lives are
lost between now and the time the
President goes before Congress, he
may be forced .to carry the war to Eu-
rope.

Jfo Further Reports.
Up to the time that the Cabinet

met, the State Department- - had re-
ceived nothing further concerning the
sinking of the Healdton 'than the
brief dispatch last night by Consul
Frank W. Mahin. stating that the
American tanker had been torpedoed
without warning outside the limits of
the "barred zone," and that twenty-on- e

lives had been lost.
The fact that the Healdton as well

as the Dutch steamer La Camplne,
which also had Americans on board,
were sunk outside the prohibited area
emphasized the belief of many Stale
Department officials that Germany N

has now thrown oft all pretense of
consideration for neutral rights, and
means to conduct her campaign of
ruthlessness on a scale never before
equaled, regardless even of the letter
of her degree.

Just as President Wilson does not
Intend, If he can prevent it, being:
forced into making the kind of a war
declaration that Germany wants, so
does he not wish to be embarrassed
by proposals of mediation
from neutral poweas.

Xothinzr to Be Mediated.
There Is nothing that can be medi-

ated between the United States and
Germany. The Issue between these
two countries Is the clear-cu- t ques-
tion as to whether neutral citizens,
going about their peaceful and legiti-
mate pursuits, have the right to life
on the high- - seas.

In.the opinion of American officials
Ihts can no more be mediated than
the right to life itself. Therefore,
an offer of mediation, however
friendly the neutral power may be
that presents It, will not be accepted.

There is only one proposition that
can now come before the United
States between now and the time the
President goes before Congress, his
advisers say, that can prevent him
from asking Congress to recognize a
state of war an unqualified proposi
tion from Germany herself to aban
don unconditionally her submarine
campaign.

And even this nronoaltlon will not
be sufficient if It comes after war ls
begun.

LATINS FEAR FISCAL CURB

United States' Warlike Prepara-
tions Disquiet South Americans.
BUENOS AIRES, March 23. South

America Is apprehensive that en-

trance of the United States Into the
war may seriously affect its finances.
From high sources in Argentina to-

day the belief was expressed that
such a step by tUe United States-no-

regarded es '.eTtnIi o"ld re
sult in concentration of Amerlc
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