
Secrets of Hohenzollerns
'Revealed by an Attache

First of Series Tells How Kaiser and Crown
Prince Caused Undoing of the Wife of

' One of Germany's Nobility.

.(Continued from First Page:)
for that reason that you ask me to
Jot down, for the benefit of the world.
a feu facta concerning the plots of
the Kaiser and his son the idol of
t.ermanj. the Kronprlnz "Willie."

A Strange, Inexplicable Adair.
In the earlv dajs of 181 I found

myself, as the personal adjutant of
Ills Imperial Highness the Crown
Prtnce. Involved in a very strange,
even inexplicable, affair.

The drama opened in the Emperor's
palace in Berlin on New Tear night,
1812, when, as usual, a grand court
reception was held.

The scene wai one whl-- h we who
revolve around the throne know so
well. Court owns. nodding plumes,
gay uniforms, and glittering lecora-tion- s

a vicious, tinseled, gossip lov-

ing little world which with detlllsh
intent sow seeds of dark suspicion or
utraggles for the Kaiser's favor.

In the famous white salon, with Ita
ceiling gaudily emblazoned with the
arms of the Hohenzollerns as s,

electors, kings, emperoro, ano
whatnot, its walls of colored marble
and gilded bronze, and its fine statues
of the Prussian rulers, we had all

and were waiting the en-
trance of the Emperor.

Klderlen Waechter the foreign sec-
retary wH standing near me, chat-
ting with Von Jagow, slim, dark-haire-

and spruce. The latter, who
was serving as German ambassador
in Home, happened to be IrTBerlin on
leave, and the pair were laughing
merrily with a handsome black haired
woman whom I recognized as the
Baroness Bertieri, wife of the Italian
ombassadorl . "

Philip Eulenbutg, one of the Em-
peror's personal friends (by the way,
author, with Von Holtke, of the
Kaiser's much advertised "Song to
Eglr" a fact not generally known),
approached me and began, to chat, re-
calling, a,, g incident that
had occurred a few days before at
Kiel, whither I bad been with the
Crown IJrince to open a new oridge.
Oh, those Infernal statues and
bridges!

Of a sudden the tap of the chamber-laln.'s-tic- k

was heard thrice, the gold-an- d

white doors Instantly fell open,
and the Emperor, his decorations
gleaming beneath the myriad lights,
smilingly entered with his waddling
consort, the crown prince, and their
Brilliant suite. -
Tke-- Cauiie of the Kaiser's Annoyance.

Alt of us bowed low in homage, but
aa we did so X saw the shrewd eyes o
the Alt Highest One, which nothing es--

capes, fixed upon a woman who stood
close to myelbow. As he fixed his
fierce gaze upon her I saw, knowing
that glance as I did, that It spoke vol-
umes. Hitherto I bad not noticed the
lady, for she was probably-- one of
those unimportant persons who are
commanded to a grand court, 'wives
and daughters pr military nobodies,' 6f

' whom we,at the palace never took the
trouble to .Inquire so long as their gilt

, command-card- a. Issued by the grand
chamberlain, were in proper order.

That slight contraction of the Em-
peror's eyebrows caused me to ponder
deeply, or. Knowing him so intimate-
ly, I saw that he was Intensely an-
noyed.
, For what reason? I was much mys-
tified.

Naturally I turned to glance at the
woman whose presence had so irrita-
ted him She was fair haired, blue-eye-

petite and pretty Her age was
about twenty five, and she was ex-
tremely good looking. Beside her
stood a big, fair-haire- d giant In the
uniform of a captain of the First
Regiment of the Hussars of the
Guard, of which the crown prince was
colonel

Within" a quarter of an hour I dis-
covered that the officer was Count
Georg von Leutenberg. and that his
pretty wife, whom he had married two

ears before, was the eldest daughter
of an English financier who had been
created a baron by Great Britain's

b politicians
An Interview tVitli the Crown Prince.

Next da. Just before noon, on en-

tering the Crown Prince's private
cabinet. I found "Willie' In the, uni-

form of the Second Grenadiers, ap
parentlv awaiting me in that cozy
apartment, which is crammed with
effigies, statuettes, and relics of the
great Napoleon, whom he worships
Just as the War Lora reveres his fam-
ous ancestor, Frederick the Great.

"Sit down. Helucndorff," said his
Elegant Highness, waving his white,

hand to a chair near
"by and puffing at his cigarette. "It

I realli pea-an- t to hae an hour's
ret" he laughed, fcr he seemed In
merry mood that day. "Look here!
Do jou happen to know Count Georg
von Lejitenberg, of the Hussars of the
Guard -- '

"By sight only," was my reply.
"He Is a ery good fellow, I under-

stand Do jou know hi sc wife a
pretty little Englishwoman?"

"Unfortunately, I have not that
pleasure."

"Neither have I, Helzendorff. But I
soon shall know-- her. I expect. In that
direction I want your assistance"

"I am jours for jour Highness to
command," I replied, puzzled to know
what was in progress. Aft - a few
seconds of silence the Crown Prime
suddenly exclaimed:

"So good s the report of Von Leut- -
enberg that has reached the Emperor
that though he Is as yet in Ignor;
ance of the fact he has been pro-
moted to the rank of major, and ord-
ered upon a foreign mission as mili-
tary attache In London. He will leave
Berlin tonight to take up his new
post."

"And the countess?"
"By a secret report I happen to have

here It is shown that they are a
most devoted pair," he said, glancing
at a sheet of buff paper upon which
was typed a report one which I
recognized as emanating from the se-
cret bureau at the rolizel-Prasldiu-

in Alexander: Platz. "They live in the
Lennegtraste, No. 44, facing the Tier-carte- n

Note the address.
1 Sudden Promotion to London.

Then his Highness paused, and, rls
inc. crossed to the big writing table
et in the window, and there exam

ined another report. Afterwards,
glancing at the pretty buhl clock op
ponlte, he suddenly said

"The count should call here now. I
iae sent informing him of the Em

peror's good will, and ordering him to
report here to take leave of me aa his
colonel

Scarcely had he spoken when Count
von Leutenbeerg was announced by a
flunkey In pink silk stockings, and a
moment later the tall officer clicked
his heels together and salutedytemartly
on the threshold.

"I thought yod, would be pleased at
your well merited promotion," said his
highness In quite a genial tone. "The
Emperor wishes you to leave for Lon
don by the 10 o'clock express for
Flushing tonight, so aa to report to
his excellency, the ambassador, before
he departs on leave. Hence the
urgency. The countess, ot course, will
remain in Berlin. Tou will, naturally,
wish for time to make j'our arrange-
ments in London anddispose of your
house here."

"I think she will wish to accompany
me, your imperial highness," replied
the fond husband. "London is her
home."

"Ah! That is absurd!" laughed
"Willie." "Why. you who have been
married two whole years are surelj-no-t

still upon your honeymoon?" and
his close-se- t ejes glinted strangely.
"You will be far too busy on taking up
your new appointment to see much of
her. No. Let her remain comfortably
at home in Berlin 'until you are quite
settled- - Then I will see that Klderlen
grants you leave to return to put your
house in order."

From the count's manner I could
see that be was very much puzzled at
his sudden promotion.

Indeed, on entering ,he had stam-
mered out his surprise at being sin-
gled out for such high distinction.
A Command From the Crown Prince.

Von Le.utenberg's hesitation was the
crown prince's opportunity.

"Good!" went on his Highness In
his Imperious, impetuous way. "Tou
will leave for London tonight, and the
countess will remain until you have
settled. I congratulate you most
heartily upon your d ad-
vancement, which I consider Is an
hopor conferred by the Emperor upon
my regiment. J know, too. that you
will act to the honor of the Father
land abroad."

And with those words the major
was dismissed.

"A charming man!" remarked the
Prince, after the door had closed. "He
has only been brought to my notice
quite recently. An enthusiastic df- -
flcer. he will be of great use to us at

LCarlton House Terrace. There is
much yet to he done there, my dear
Heltzendorff. Fortunately, we have
put our friends, the English, comfort-
ably to sleep. It has cost us money.
hut money talks in London,. Just as
it does in Berlin.

"Heltzendorff," he exclaimed a few
moments later, after he had reflected
deeply between the whiffs of his
cigarette. "Heltzendorff, I wish you
to become acquainted with the Count --

.FL.."V0.nLeutenbergi and you ,nuM
afterwards introduce me. J have a
fixed and distinct reason. I could'
obtain the assistantance of others,
but I trust you only."

"But I do not know the lady," I
protested, for I had no desire whatso-
ever to become Implicated in any
double-dealin-

"Hohensteln knows her well. I will
see that he Introduces you," replied
the Kaiser's son. "She's uncommonly
pretty, so mind you don't fall in love
with her! I've heard, too, that Count
Georg is a highly Jealous person,
but, fortunately, he will be verj'
busy writing secret reports at Carl-
ton House Terrace. So go and see
Hohensteln at once, and get him to
introduce you to the pretty little
Englishwoman. But, remember, not
a word of this conversation is tp be
breathed to a single soul."
yiia Majesty Only Given Reward

When It Is Due."
What did it all mean? Why had

the Emperor singled out for advance-
ment the husband of that woman.
the sight of whom had so greatly
annoyed him? I confess that I be-

came more than ever puzzled over the
curious affair.

Within a week, however, thanks to
the introduction of HohenBtein, I had
dined at Count von Leutenberg's
pretty house in the Lennestrasse in
a fine room, the long windows of
which commanded a delightful view
over the Tiergarten and the fclege-sall- e.

The Countess, extremely charming
and refined. haing the misfortune of
being English, had not been taken up
warmly by Berlin society. She was,
I found, a most delightful hostess.
The party included Laroque, the ele
gant first secretarj- - "ot the Trench
embassy, and h1sw Parisian wife, to-
gether w ltl Baron Hoffmann, the
burly, round faced --minister of the In-

terior, and Doctor Paulssen, under-
secretary at the Colonial office. Hoh
ensteln was. however, not there, as
he had been suddenly dispatched by
the Emperor upon a mission to Corfu.

At the table the talk ran upon Leu-
tenberg's sudden promotion, where
upon the Minister Hoffmann de-
clared:

"His majesty only gives reward
when It Is due. When he discerns
talent he Is never mistaken"

A week later the Crown Prince had
returned from a surprise visit the
Kaiser had made to Stettin. The Em-
peror had played his 'old game of
rousing the garrison in the middle of
the night, and then laughing at the
ludicrous figures cut by his pompous
generals and colonels rushing about
in their night attire eager to greet
their sovereign.

I was in the Prince's private room
arranging the details of a military
program at Pptudam on the following
day when he suddenly entered and
exclaimed:

"Well, Heltzendorff. and how are
you" proceeding in the Lennestrasse,
eh?" and he looked at me with those
crafty eyes of his. "I hear you were
at the house last night."

I started. Was I being watched? It
was quite true that I had called on
the previous evening, and. finding the
countess alone, had sat Jn her pretty
drawing-roo- enjoying a long and de-
lightful chat with her

"Ves. I called there." I admitted.
"The count is returning from London
next week to take his wife back with
him"

A Vlalt From Count Zeppelin.
The crown prince smiled mysteri-

ously, and critically examined the cu-
rious snake ring which ha always

THE WASHINGTON TDIES: SrVDAY. A PUTT,, 15; 1917. 9

w ears upon the little finger of his left
hand.

"We need not anticipate that, I
think. Klderlen will not. grant him
leave. He is far better in Carlton
House Terrace than In the Lenne-
strasse."

"I hardly follow Highness," I
remarked.

"H'm. Probably not. my dear
count," he laughed. "I do not Intend
that you should."

And with that mysterious remark
he turned to meet Count von Zeppe-
lin, the. round faced, snow-haire-

somewhat florid inventor, who was
one of his Highness' most intimate
friends, and who had at that momont
entered announced. Zeppelin was a
character in Berlin. He sought no
rrlends. no advertisement, and shun-
ned notoriety.

"Ha. my dear Ferdinand!" cried the
prince, shaking the. hand of the man
who so suddenly became world famous
at the age of seventy. "You have-travel- ed

from Stuttgart to see me unwell
as you are! ItMs an honor. But thematter Is one of greatest urgency, as
J have alreday written to you. I want
to show bu the correspondence and
seek your advice." and the prince In-
vited his white-haire-d friend to the
big- - carved armchair beside his writ-
ing table. Then, turning to me, ha
said:

"Will you see Von Glasenapp for me,
and hand hlrn those orders for Posen?
He must leave tonight. The general
court martial at Stendal I have fixed
for the 25th.I.ahall be with the Em-peror this afternoon. Report here at
7 tonight understand?"

Thus 'was I dismissed, while his
Imperial highness and Count Zeppelin
wi logetner in secret counsel.

A Startling Discovery.
At ten minutes to 7 that evening

I unlocked the crown prince's room
with the key I carried, the other two
keys belnjr In the hands of the crown
princess and her husband. I had
placed upon the table a bundle of .re-
ports which had Just been brought
round from the ministry of war,"" and
required that scrlbbly signature. "WJI-hel-

Kronprlnz," when I noticed threeprivate letters that had evidently
been placed aside. The envelopes
were addressed n a thin., angular,
female hand, and bore an English ad-
dress. I noted it. The name on each
was that of a lady residing In Ayles-
bury avenue, Hampstead, London.
The, letters bore German stamps. In
keen curiosity, I took one and examin-
ed-it, wondering whether-i-t could
be the correspondence which the
crown prince had been so eager to
show Count von Zeppelin In secret.

I drew trie Jetter from the envelope
and scanned It rapidly.

What I read caused me to hold
The'slgnature to the letters

was "Enid von Leutenberg."
Those letters of hers had. It was

plain, been seized In the post on theirway to London. The countess either
had a traitor . In her household or
secret watch was being kept by the
secret service upon her correspond-
ence.

All three of those tetters I read
leuers wnich opened tny eyes and
broadened my mind. Then, taking up
my bundle of renorts. I crent wav
from the room, carefully relatchlng
fc..w wur. a inicnaea uiai nis nignness
should return, discover the letters leftthere inadvertently, and put themaway ere my arrival. In which cans he
would never suspect that I had any
anowieageor tneir contents.

With the papers in my hand I pass-
ed along the many carpeted corridors
to the south "wing of the palace,
where I found Tresternltz, 'marshal of
the prfnea's court, in, his room.

The crown prince. Imitated his fath-
er's sharp punctuality, therefore I
knew that he would be there at 7 o
soon afterward

Tresternltz.was always full of scan-
dal concerning those who lled in thehigher cvcles of Berlin, and It was to
one of Uvse stories of court scandal
concernlr one or the g

which I listened while I smokedone of the excellent Russian cigar-
ettes.

Then, glancing at the clock. I rose
suddenly and left him, returning again
to the private room.

I found his highness there, and as I
entered I noticed that he had hidden
those remarkable letters which he had
In secret shown to Count Zeppelin.

"You V.III Introduce Me to Your '

Pretty Friend f"
A fortnight went past. Tbe Kaiser,

with his mad love of constant travel,
had been rushing up and down the
empire to Krupp'a at Essen, to the
trials of a newly Invented howitzer,
thence to an inspection at Kassel, and
afterward to unveil monuments at Co-
logne and at Erfurt. The crown
prince and prineess had accompanied
him, the Kaleerin being Indisposed,
and I. of course, had been Included In
"Willie's" suite.

The week had been a strenuous one
of train travel, luncheons, tiring din-
ners, receptions, dancing, and general
Junketing, and I was glad enough
to get back to my bachelor rooms
those rooms In the Krausenstrasse
that jou knew so well before the
bursting of the war cloud. To dance
attendance npon an Imperial Crown
Prince, as well as upon an autocratic
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Emperor, becnnles after a time "a
wearisome lousiness, howeer gay and
cosmopolitan a man may be.

1 had only been at home aifew
hours when a telephone mesiage sum-
moned me at S o'clock to the Crown
Prince's palace.

His Imperial Hl(thnes., who had, I
knew, been lunchlne with the Emper-
or at the Konlgllches Schloss across
the bridge, seemed unusually serious
and thoughtful. Perhaps the Emper-
or had again shown his anger at his
peccadilloes, as he did so frequently.

"Count," he raid, after a few sec
onds of silence, during which I noted
that upon bis table lay a private let
ter from the German Ambassador In
London. "You will recall my conver
sation regarding the Countess v
Leutenberg eh?"

"Perfectly," was raj" reply.
"I told you what I should require

you to introduce me," he said. "Well.
I want you to do so this evening. She
has 'taken a box at the Konlgllche
Opera tonight, where they play
'Falstaff.' I shall be there, and you
will be with me. Then you will in-

troduce me to your pretty friend.
Understand?

A Puzzling Sentence.
That night, in accordance with my

Instructions, I sat in the Emperor's
box with the Crown Prince, Trester-nlt- z,

and two personal adjutants, and,
recognizing the Countess von Leut-
enberg In a box opposite, accompanied
by an elderly lady, I took-- the Crown
Prince round, and there presented her
to him, greatly to her surprise and un
disguised delight

The Prince and the Countess chat-
ted together, while I sat 'with her
elderly companion. , Then, when we"
had withdrawn, my Imperial Master
exclaimed: r

"Ah! my dear Heltzendorff. 'Why,
she Is one of the prettiest women- - in-al- l

Berlin! Surely it is unfortunate
most unfortunate."

AVhat was unfortunate? I was fur-
ther puzzled by thatlast sentence, yet
I dare not ask any explanation, .and
we went back to our own box.

After our return to thp pale the
crown prince, who was standing in
one of the corridors talking with the
slim, fair haired Baroness von Wedel,
one ot his wife's lades-lo-waltln- left
her and beckoned roe into an adjoin-
ing, room.

'I wish you, Heltzendorff, to call
upon trie Countess vqn Leutenberg at
9 o'clock tomorrow evening. She will
expect you."

I looked at his highness, much puz-
zled. How did h know that tho
pretty countess would expect mt?.

But. be gave me no time to reply,
merely turning upon his heel, and
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striding down the corridor to-- te pri-
vate apartments,
"You Are YVItne.s lie.Has Drawn Ills

Snord Upon 1be Heir to the
Throne."

Punctually at 0 o'clock that wintry
evening I called at the 'Lennestrasse,
but Josef, the elderly manservant, in-

formed me tllat his mistress was en-

gaged, adding .that his imperial high-
ness the crown prince had paid a sur-
prise call.

'The crown prince here!" I gasped.
astounded.

"Yes, count. And, further, my rrltsr
treas Is In high glee, for my master
returned this morning quite unex-
pectedly from London. He has been
out at the ministry for foreign af-
fairs all the evening, and I expect
him home at any moment. The crown
prince ordered me to ask you to await
him here.'

Count von Leutenberg In Berllnl
What did It mean? He was absurdly
jealous, I recollected. He might re-

turn at any moment and find the
crown prince alone In the countess"
drawing room. If so, the , situation
might certainly be a most unpleasant
one.,

Hardly had the thought crossed my
mind when I heard the Count enter,
his spurs 'clinking and his saber rat-
tling as he strode up the stairs.

I crep't forth, listening breathless-
ly.

A few seconds later I heard the
Count's voice raised In anger and
high, bitter words. Next moment I
sprang up the stairs and dashing
Into the room, found the pretty count
ess standing near the window, white
and rigid as a statue, while the two
men. In uniform faced each other.
Von Leutenberg R countenance was
distorted with rage'as he abused the
crown prince, and -- openly charged
him with having brought about his
exile to London. .

His highness made no reply, but
only smiled sarcastically and shrug-
ged his narrow shoulders.

So enraged the other became at
this Utter gesture that, with a sud
den movement, he drew, his sword..

The countess shrieked and swooned
as I sDraner forward and stayed her
nusband a band.

It was a dramatic moment. The
count instantly realized the enormity
of his crime, and his hand dropped,.

"Enough!" cried the crown prince,
waving his adversary aside. Then.
turning to .me, he said in a caim.
hard voice:

"Heltzendorff. you. are witness that
this man has drawn his sword upon
the heir to the throne."

And with those haughty words he

'
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bowed stiffly and itrbae out-- of the,
room. -

A Message From the Emperor,
Two hours later I was commanded

to tha Kaiser's presence, and found
him In counsel with his son.

The Emperor, who wore the uni-
form of the guards, looked pale and
troubled, yet In his eyes there was
a keen, determined look. As I passed
the sentries and entered tho lofty
study, with its upholstery and walls
of pale green damask that room
from which the Empire and the whole
wnrM tiav mn nttmn hn ftjtrA..tl
the Kaise broke off short In his
conversation.

Tnrnlngto me as he still sat. at
his Jittered table, he said In that
quick. Impetuous way of his:

"Count Heltzendorff. the CTOwn
prince has Informed me of what has
occurred this evening In the Lenne-
strasse. I wish, you to convey this at
once to Count von Leutenberg ahd to
give it Into his own hand. There Is
no reply."

And his' majesty handed me a rather
bulky envelope addressed In his own
bold handwriting and bearing his own
private cipher impressed In black
wax.

Thus commanded. I bowed, with
drew, and took a taxicab straight to
the Lennestrasse. being ushered by Jo-
sef Into the presence of husband and
wife In that same room ad quitted
a couple of hours before.

I handed the count the packet the
Emperor had given me. and with
trembling- - fingers he tore it open.

From within be drew three letters.'
those same letters which his wife had
written to London, and which had
been Intercepted by the secret service

the letters which I had read in his
highness' room.

As-- he scanned the lines which the
Emperor had penned bis face
blanched. A loud cry of dismay es-
caped his wife as she recognizedher
own letters, and she snatched the
note from her hutband's hand and also
read lr

The light died Instantly from her
beautiful countenance. Then.'turn!ng
to me, she said in a hoarse, hopeless
tone:
"Tell His Majeaty Hla Command Shall

Be Obeyed.
' Thank, you. Count vpn Heltzendorff.
Tell his majesty the Emperor that his
command ehall be yes, it shall be
obeyed." .

Those last words she spoke in a
deep, hoarse whisper, a strange, wild
took of desperation In her blue eyes. --

An honr later I reported again at
the imperial palace, was granted an- -

dlehca of the" Emperor, and, gave hlip
the verbal reply v

His majesty uttered no word, mere-
ly nodding his head slowly in ap-

proval.
Next afternoon a painful sensatlo

was caused throughout Berlin when
the" iVbendp'bst published the news
that Count von Leutenberg, the man
so recently promoted by the Emperor,
and his pretty wife had, both been
found, dead In 'their room. During the
night they bad evidently .burned some
papers, for the tinder .was found In
the stove, and having agreed to die
together, they being to much: at-
tached during life, they had both
takenpruaslc acid to some wine., the
bottle and d glasses being
still upon the table.

The romantic affair, the truth of
which I here reveal'for the first time,
was regarded by all Berlin as an in-

explicable tragedy. The public are
still unaware of how these intercept-
ed letters contained serious warnings
to the British government of'the'Env-Perot'- s

hostile Intentions toward
Britain, and the probable date of the
outbreak of war.

Indeed, they recounted a private
conversation which the countess had
overheard-betwe-en the Kaiser an
Couni .Zejjpelln. repeating certain op-

probrious epithets which the all high-
est had Bestowed upon one or two
British statesmen, and abe also
pointed out the-- great danger of a
pending rupture between th? two pow
ers, as well as explaining some aetaus
regarding the improved Zeppelins in
course of construction secreuy on
Lake Constance, and certain scandals
regarding the private-- life ot tne
crown prince.

Thus the well meant learnings of
aa honest English woman never
reached the unsuspicious address to
which they were sent, and thus did
"Willie' who, as I afterward discov-
ered, deVised that subtb vengeance
act as the .Emperor's catspaw.
(Copyright, f917 by William Xe

Queux.)

This Is the Brat of Couat vtw Helts-endortT- a

revelations- - The aeeerai
will appear neat Soadrry.

and will teH now the Kaiser eacaswil
assassination, v

PARAGUAY SIDES WITH U." S.
ASUNCION. Paraguay. April li

Formal expression 'ot sympathy with
tho Unlted.Stxtea In against
Germany has been, announced by the
ParaeuaTan government. The formal
statement asserted that Germany's poli
cy "violates International law,""
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CORONA ABSOLUTEL Y PERFECT
Lightest Typewriter Made

Weighs 6V2 lbs.
Consumes Smallest Space

The efficiency, simplicity, durability and strength of the
CORONA is marvelous.

This wonderful little machine has been in MIDST OF EVERY
-- BATTLE FOUGHT since the beginniqg of the war and has proven
itself one of MOST VITAL instruments in modern warfare.
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