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“My Four Years in Germany”--By Ambassador James Watson G

erard

4

Bethmann-Hollweg Elucidated for United States Envoy the Ter_'ms on Which Gernian_y\ Would Make 'Pe;jzce

FIRST ACCOUNT OF
GERMANS’ TERMS
AS BASIS OF PEACE

Ambosscdor Gererd, whe, during the four years precsfieg the deviare-
tion of war, was in Berlin and in condtant fouch «with Germon affolrs Aos
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written o wivid story of Ma esprriences. This atéry The Wabkington Times pd ey iy aghe
will publish in doly (nsfallments of which the MBming ie ths AfTedntA. No 3 “""mw"‘,r‘““mm
documen: of diplomacy wes Far more vital or more inferediing. hxﬁ-l:t”

By JAMES W. GERARD. :
American Ambassador at the German Imperidl Court, July 28, 1813, to

February 4, 1917, -4 bal é
(Copgright, United States, Oansds, and Intermational, 187, by the Publie Ledger Ou) ance of powar sit (he members of the
From the time when Chancellor von Béthinanh-Hollweg firit spoke m“mnuﬁhm 3
them
of peace ] had asked him and others what the phace tarms of Germany “u;:’m-m_wul note-
olle apiniea Iin Bsutral countries, lks

were. | could never get any one to state any definite tarms of peses. On
several occasdions, when I asked the chancellor whether Germany were will-
ing to withdraw from Belgiom, he always said, “Yes; but with guarantees.”
Finally, in January, 1917, when he was again talking of pease, I said:
“What are these peace terms to whith you refer continuslly? Will you
allow me to ask s few guestions as to the specific téhmas of pease?
“First. Arp the Germans willing to withdraw from Bélgium1t”
The chancellor answered, “Yes, but with guarantees”
I sald, “What are these guarantees?™
Hs replied: *“We must, p Iy, | which

%
¥

il

merely that they wers

have the forts of Liege and Namur.
We must have other forts and guarri-
sons throughout Balgium. We must
have possesslon of the rallroad lines.
We must have possesalon of the porta
and other means of communieation
The Belgians will mot be allpwed to
maiptialn an army, but we must be al-
lowed to retaln & large army is Bel-
rluss, We must have the commercial
control of Belgium™

1 said: *“I do pot ses that you have
isft much for the Beigians, sxospling

that King Albert will have the right SOME BIVER Fear vis. that the
%o zasld Brusssls with honor | *nded. We owe It to candor and to a | e had been compelied to take up Determined Germany. FYears ago, vis [
i o = bt jupt regard for (e opihion of mAn- | ruthlsss submarine war because 1| The chancellor answered that one :'I"l’“i"'” ‘l)";m“l‘l;: ‘;‘;‘1‘;:’;.‘:?“’ . -,':,'.“ the ¢ Guaranteed Fit Pmmpt swce'_ s
And the chancellor answered: “We :‘IL':‘ :‘;’ say thal 80 far as our Par-|ya, gvident that President Wilson|of the principal reasons why Germany o =780 Relchstag, But thers the)Of ofie of the various nations [ repre { -
¢ammot allow Bsigium to be an out- e ;‘ "'“: :"'"“"“;::1:‘; :‘:ﬁ:" eould do nothing toward peace. Ha|had determined upon a resumption of jikeness to & parliamentary govern-|3ented, I was mel (o the forelgn offics Our Fall and - Winter Stock of
post of Baglsnd” (Vorwerk). ence In what Wy and . Gpon whei|®Poke particularly of the President’s|ruthiess mubmarine warfare was be-| ment begins and snds. 2 Ehe JOPNRINNG: - “VTQ ca Cb SRR Civiliaw Fabrica I's Ready For
L do mot suppose the English, on| . "0 o 00 s " #pesch of January 22, declaring that | causs of thia speech of the Frevident| The bers of the Bund t are| With m‘. |m&uﬁ Mm"“" Bie- Your Inspection.
$h8 Gther hand, wish it fo Mopms an in it the Preaident had @ade it plain !ty tne American Benate. named by the princes of the tweniy- r‘r&‘t bad FOUu Wil ses what
Cutiioet ‘ot Germany,” I ratersed, Ste Wikheut Vietory that s considered the anawer of the| (Of course, the troubls with thix|Eve states making up the German Umlonbudl“ :L:tu‘?-:m = "
pecially as Von Tirpits has sald that| He sald, further, that the stafesmen | entente powers to his ‘peace note fosling and eriticlsm of the Empire. Prussia, which has seven- y. oying " ~ i A. Glam & &n’
the coast of Fianders should be re- dent's apeech made by the chancellor | 1968 Yoles, may mamie sevenleen memn ke - :

tained In order to maks war .on Eng-
land and America™ I them asked,
“How about northern FranceT™

“We are willing to leave northern
France,® the chancellor responded,
*“but thers must be & rectification of
the fronties™ -

“How about the sastern fronlier?™
1 naked.

“We must have a very substantial
recijfioation of our fromtier.”

:%n- abkout Roumania™

‘s shall Jeave Bulgaria to deal

with Roumanis ™ -

“HMow about Serbla™

“A very small Sorbia may be allow-
o4 © exist, but that Is a question for
AustPla. Austria must be left to do
whal she wishes to Italy, and we
must have Indemnities from all coun-
trief, and all our ships and colonies

rebdy to mbét théir antagenists In
sonfarence to discuss terms of pesce,
The sntente powers have replled
much more definitely, and Kave atated
in genaral termd, indeed, but with
sufticlent definitoness to imply details,
the arrangefmanis, guarant and
acts of arbltrdtion -rm they dbem
to be Indiapensabls itions of a
satisfactory séttlement. We dfe that
much nearer & definite discussion of
the psace which ihall end the pres-
enl war.

The President further referred to a
world contert to guarantes peace in
the futurs, and he sald:

“The présent war must frst be

of both of the groups of natiohs at
war had declyred that It was not part
of the putpose they had in mind to
crush thelr sntagopists, and he sald
that it must be implied from thess as-
wur that the p to coms must
be “a peacéd without vietory.”

In the courss of his address Presl-
dent Wilson remarked that “states-
men everywhers are agreed that there
should be & uniled, independent, and
au Foland.” In  Another
place he sald: “Bo far as practicabdle.
moreover, evary great peoples In the
struggle toward & feil development of
Its resources and its powers should be
sasured a direct outlét to the high-
ways of the sea.” and, whers this
could not be done by cession of terri-
tory. that It could be arranged by the
neutralization of direct rights of way.
He closed by proposing. In sMect, that

DR. SPAHN, LEADER OF THE CATHOLIC PARTY.
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HEYDEBRAND,

of the government with whom I cams
in contact my bellef that the election
had mot in any way altered the policy
of the President, and I warzad them
of the danger to our good relations
if ruthless submarine warfare ahould
be reaumaed.

Von Bethmann-Hollweg's Verdict.
The chancallor, hawever, at this In-
tarview after January 31, sald that

formed & basis for peace, a thing Im-
possible for Germany even o cof-
sider,

The chancellor aald, further (and
this was a eriticlam I Jieard not only
from him but from many Germans)
that when the Preasident spoke of a
united and Indepsndent Poland he evl
dently meant Lo take away from Ger-
many that part of Poland which had
been Incorporated in the Kingdom of
Prussia and give It to this new and
indapendent kingdom, thereby bring.
ing ths eastern [romtler of Germany
withia two hours by motor from Ber.
lin; and, further, when the President
spoke of giving each nation s high
way to the sea, that he meant the
German port of Dantaig ahould be
turned over to this new Jtats of Po-
land, thereby pot only taking a Prus-
slan pori, but cutting the nln-rm"

Independent State of Poland, he had,
of course, not had reference to Poland
at any particular period of Ita history,
but undoubtedly monnt that Poland as
conatituted by Germany and Aumsiria
themnelves. In referring to the right
of & nation to have acceas to the sea.
I held that the President had in mind
Rusaia and the Dardgnelles, rather
than any attempt to take = Prussiat
pori for tha benefit of Poland.

or ministers, sugh as colonies lllll'l'-l
lor, education,
fairs, are but underiings of the chan
cellor and ‘appointed by him. The
chandellor is not responsibla to -the
Relchstayg.: as Bethmann-Hollweg
claarly stated at the time of the Za-
bern affalr, but oniy to the Emperor,
It I»s true that an Innpvation prop-
erly balomging only o a parilamen-
tAry gFoverument war istroduced

Justice and forsign af-|judge of one of the higher courts or

avuncllors are

is jhat the ordars for the resumpiisn bers of the Bunfesrat, of one mem-
of ruthless submarine warfare nad!b®T. Who, hewever, when he votes

been given long before the news of
the speech came to Garmany.

My commissieon had read: “Ambas
sador to Germany.”

It is characteristlie of our desp
ignorance of all forelgm affairs that
I was appointed ambassador to a
place which doess not exist. Politically,
there s no such place as “Germany.
There are ths twenty-five States,
Prussia, Bavaria, Wurttemberyg, Sax-
ony, ete., which make up the "Ger-
man Empire,” but thefe is no such
political entity as “Germany.”

These twenty-five Statées have
votes in the Bundesrat, & body which
may be sald to correapond remotsly
to our United States Ssnate. Bot
each State has a Aifferent number af

casts sovenieen votes. Tha votes of
/& state must always be caal ‘ms &
unit. In the usual procedure, billd
are prepared and adopted in the
Bundesrat and then sent to the Refch-)
atag: If passed, they then return (&
the Bundesrat, whers the final ap-
proval must take pince. Tharefore, |
in practice, the Bundsarat makes thes |
laws with the sssent of the Ralch-
stag. The maembars of the Bundes
rat have the right to mppear and/
make speccheas In the Rejchstag.
Like Ordimary Law.

The fundambntal constitution of
the German empire Is pot changed,
as with ua, by & separale body, but
s changed In ths same way that an
ordinary law s passed’ except that

judge, ete., until Anally he becomes s

an overpresident of & province. Vir
tually the oaly alective cfficers who
have any powsr are members of the
Relchetag and the Prussian legiala-
ture, and there, an [ have shown, the
power 18 very small. Mayors aand city

DEE OF CONSERVATIV,

Officers Uniforms

TO YOUR MEASURE.

" Our Uniforms and Overcoats are
made of the highest grade material
and are strictly in accordance with
the United States Army regulations.

9193 9th Street N. W.

Civil and Millthry Tullors. Phone Frankln 1010 W

back.™ iles Pruss h
Of course, “rectification of the fron- .:':: ::::.:: ;:rr:.:aﬁ"t:::“:dzzf mltn;n part of Prussia from the ro- ::r:a nx_“i:w:_:hu::u::'m;“;;-&: If there are fourteep voles against
tier® is a Polite term for “annexa-|iion should seek to erplain | ler | maindir of the country, four each, Baden and Hesss three|lhs proposed change fo the Bundesrat
don™ b othar natice ‘: - ::PO €¥| 1 replied that thess objections 80| aach, Mecklenburg-Schwerin  and | the proposition is defested, and fur.
v 23 2 “‘“’“r the yeesipt of nm. aitimatem peared to me very frivolous; that the | Brunswizk two eanch and (he rest|tber, the conastitution cannot be .
ddress -:lﬂ-t- e | Sty i President, of courss, like a clever one each. FPrussia contrels Bruns | changed with respect to rights ex- - e
ﬁ:'.lunur'.r 22, 1917, our President m““m‘“‘“'“ with :l"“'“;“ “: 1';*;' tndeavoring to gain his end, wick bresaly granted by It to any one of
sddfessed the American Banate, and Which was peace, had said that all . VICI'R.OLA VICIROI‘A
o Bathmana-Hollwes, he referrad 20| parties weer spparently agreed that|Melchatay Nothing But a Debating :l_::“‘r;r{ﬁ':u'::‘- WHOSE Sou

in his address he referred to his note

this peace note of December 15 and

there should be a peace; If Germany

Soclety.

In order Lo pass & law a majority

of Decomber 18 sent to gll belligérent | the pance specth of January 22 of ‘the

goveraments He stated, referring to| President. . e hank fersly & defexsive war| The Reichstas or imperial pariia-|¥ots in the Bundesrat and Reichstag Styles 8 and 8 Styles IV and V
the yeply of the entente powers to| I must say here that on sy return | hould be Kreatly dnll;hird ‘wh-: ment corresponds to our House of | .ur:le"ﬂdt g o :. . qlmfl[l'ﬂl

his poace note of December 18: “We|to F‘""‘;’-‘Y 1 ‘":ll very far in as-|¢n, President declared that all the | Representatives. The members are g;el.l:: l"n::-:b:rlﬂ:lr;:t:.:‘ﬁ l.n ‘thT-l‘:I':‘;fg These two types repre- 37- ‘and $100 le These: . 1we !}'pﬁ i
o o T 0 O e ars ot the Eanornor and other Mmem- | weight of America wan In favor of a|elected by manhood suffrage oOf | stag, and In the Bundesrat the quo. sent the best of the = $ o easily packed in the

discunalon of the peace which ahall
end the present war.”

Ix this address also, referring to
the answers recelved from the bellig-

bers of the government of the Prest
dent's desire Lo see Peacs astablished,
In the world 1 teld them that T be-
lieved the President was ready to go

peacs without vietory—which meant,
of course, that Germany should be ss
cured from that crushing and dlsmem
berment which Germany'h statesmen

thos® over twenty-five. But In prae
tice the Reichstag ia nothing but a
debating soclety becauss of the pre-
ponderating power of the Bundesrat

rum consisia of such members as
are present at s regularly called
mesting, providing the chancellor or
the vice chancellor sttends

Portable Victrolas.
Their tone quality

»

trunk and are ieal
instruments for the

erafls Lo his peace note of December|very far toward forcing any mation | had stated so often that they feared, or upper chambar. At the ha is li
158 the President ssid: which refused a reasonable peace; but I continued that I was sure, when| the minlatry is the ehnnnnllnr‘.d :;;f lu::i.nxhcr:r:l:tzl:: :gr tl‘::.ﬂgll:l"-:‘!::: is like that of the camp, the bm‘:-
The central powers unite in & reply |1 also impressed on all the members|the President spoke of the united and pointed by the Emperor; and the oth-| have not bheen changed since 1872, larger and more low, the nurs-
e - whils, in the meantime, a great shift- &
— == —— - ==—======| jng of population as well as great In- expensive ery, the motor
- e creass of population haas taken place models, - boat

oy

Every State, Every Nation, Helped Build
on Monument

' JHOR every state and every nation each contributed to a stone of the
ol white shaft that symbolizes the Capital of our country,
Every state and every nation of the world has
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helped build the great institution of Goodrich,

v
AASE)

== — -

_‘ e atment

great

" r

And because of this the Reichstag
| today does not represent the people of
| Germany in fhe sense intendsd by the
framers of the imperial constitution
| Much of the legisiation that affects
the sveryday life of a German ema-
nates from the.parliaments of Prus-
ala, Bavaria, and Saxony, ste, as wnhl
us in our Btats legisiatures The|
purely legislative power of the min-
|llt-rl and Bundearat Is, however,
large. These German states have
constitutions of somie sort. The grand
duchiea of Mecklenburg have no con-
stitution whatever. It is undsrstosd |
that the people €hemselves do mot)
want one, on fAnancial grounds, fear-
ing that many expensss now boarnd by
the grand duke out of his large pri-

Tomorrow

vate income would be saddled on the
peopla,

The other states have constitutions
varying in form. In Prusasia thers is
a house of lords and a house of depu-
|tles, The mombers of the latter are
|elected by & sysatem of circle votes, by
Iwhlrh the vote of one rich man vot-
ing in circle No. 1 counts an much as |
thousanda wotlng In circle No. 3 It
Is the recognition by llr.thrnl.'m‘lloll-i
weg that this viclous systam must M|
|ehanged which brought down on him |
the wrath of the Prussian country !
squires, who for so long have ruled |
the German empire, filing places civil |
and milltary with thelr children and |
relatives |

The German Milltary Taflucace, |

In considering Germany, the Im-|
imenss Influence of the milltary party
must not be left out of aceount, nnl‘l,:
with the development of the navy, |
{that branch of the service also claim- | |
ed a share In gulding the policy of!

Is Opening Day

For-the Wonderful and Interesting Collection of New

OCTOBER RECORDS

Under the agraement which regulates the sale of Victor records everywhere, we are not
allowed to go into detail about these records foday, but take our word that the Victor Com-
pany has many a treat in store for you with these new issues. There are some stirring
popular songs, eight fine new dance records, and several superb red seal records by the
world’s great artists. "

Record Service--Just Off the Street

No waiting for elevators or climhing of stairs—but the best service in Washington
right st the door—and lighted, well ventilated booths in plenty, where you may hear any
the government. record played. No obligation to buy, Come early tomorrow morning before the usual

Tk dministraliv zecutive, 4 < o
sabicial aRioers ot Piksis Gy et rush starts.and hear any record you like. .
.

elected, Th try Is governed and = 2 > - 3 -
JnT!cxod by .:,i“:“n.f’.,;?.',‘ :m:”:.r.::h =" The Victrola Is the Greatest Musical Instrument In the World <53
ol the guverknignt Beivive Sxhouy as| And no home should be without one. We are always pleased to

arrange accommodating terms of payment with responsible people. .

E. F. DROOP & SONS C0.. 1300 G St.
Steinway Pianos

| gradually promoted through the varl-
Player-Pianos Mausic Musical Instruments

forth 1o the four corners of the rendering to mankind full value in service, every
country and clime has sent to Goodrich its faith in Goodrich producta.

‘ The masterpiece of Goodrich rubber-making is Goodrich Te=a

| GOODRICH

‘ ~  Are tires which embody the BEST in tires— skid, not a novelty design: and the Goodrich
The Best that has stood the Test of Unit-Mold, Unbroken-Cure, the most-
Goodrich's Test Car Fleets, lasting fabric tire body.

That Best is theGoodrichCLOSE-CLUTCH,  You can get this best only in “America’s flia 22
CROSS-BARRED tread, a practical non- Tested Tires” "t

THE B. F. GOODRICH COMPANY
THE CITY OF GOODRICH, AKRON, OHIO
Makars also of the Fumous Bllvertown Cord Tires

;{ hrdurﬂdnhtydﬂnrmd%&hmbbu-mﬁnguﬁm&thwodmhum

Lecal Branch .‘I.‘ﬂn
1326 14th St N. W.
Phone North 2868

{oun grafiles. This applies to fudges, |
|clerks of courtagdistrict sttorners,
land the officials who govern the po- |
|litienl divislons of Prussia, for Prus-
'sla Is divided luto circles, presidencies
and provinces. For Instance, a young
man may enlar the government serv-|
ica As assistanl to the clerk of some |
leourt. He may then becoma district |
|attorney in a small town, then clerk
of a larger court, posaibly atiached
to the police presidency of & large
|city: be may then becomis & minor |
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