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American Soldiers Reported Captured in Fighting in Region About Cambrai
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"WITH THE BRITISH ARMIES
IX THE FIELD, Dec
pntu today smashed preat groups
of Cormans massed for attack In
the direction of Ylllers Plonlch
before the German attacking mil'
chine could get under way.

Otherwise there was a lull oicr
practically the whole of the Cam-

brai sector today, so fir as In-

fantry actions were concerned.

By J. VT. PEGLEK,
Tuited Tress Staff Correspondent.
AMERICAN FIELD HEADQUAR-

TERS, France. Dec. 5. German
troops fighting around Cambrai have
captured a few Americans, according
to unofficial word received today
from the British front Headquar-

ters has Issued no confirmation as
yet.

If the news Is true, it is stated on
authority that the number of Ameri-

cans taken was small.
The American headquarters has

not as vet received a report of the
Cambrai fighting, in which American
army eiit.i.eers participated.

No announcement of casualties Is
yet available.

AMERICAN WAR MISSION

PLEASED AT EFFICIENCY

OF U. S. TROOPS AT FRONT

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN
TRANCE, Dec 5 "I am highly
pleaded with the efficiency shown by
the Ymerlcans." said Gen. Tasker H
Jiliss ..hlef of staff of the United
States army, who accompanied the
American mission to field headquar-
ters of the American army In France
td levr the men at work General
Bliss and others of the American mis-Blo- n

had Just watched the American
EO through a series of stiff war ex-

ercises .n which they showed keen-
ness, determination, and spirit

General lUlsa continued"
"Personally I knew the men were

In splendid shape, but I wanted the
Bilsslon to see them

Admiral W S. Uenson. chief of
American naval operations, made a
Mmllar statement.

Lord Northdiffe. who accompanied
the Americans, said lie wasver much
pleased with the Impression his ftrst
visit to the American camp had Riven
Jilm.

"nut you must excuse me from fur-

ther comment." added the Ilritiah
eer 'You see. I am the guest of
ennal I'ershlnp "

" Heal War Thrills.
" Ilea, war thrUls were given to the

Bay when American artillerymen who
were working a battery of French
3sver,ti (Hi-,-. (three-Inc- h guns) bepan

throwing shells otr the heads of the
fjsit.,r. TIi. 'e was not the slightest
dang.ei, bul Mune of the members of
rfci party, especially the wives- - of
sme of the were
pa pabl nervous at first, as the

.screaming shells swept through the

VI members of the American mis-

sion save Vinrn McCormlck and Ir
Al-n- zo Talor re In the visiting
paMv
Jlxtensne reef maneuvers
wet stap-o- for the benefit of the
j2j,3i-- . ii if whnm showed the
keenest interest Uoth aeroplanes
SVhd art ttery took part In the "war
4e,trrs and in addition there- were

exhibitions of baroneting-- , mortar
firing:, sniping1, and theoretical at-
tack.

General Tershlng-- . the American
commander, conducted the visitor
"After the show" the party returned
to Paris.

Col. K. M. House, head of the Amer-
ican mission, was very enthusiastic
over the fitness of he Americans.

"I shall tell President Wilson on
my arrival home that I was pre ally
pleased by the enthusiasm of the men
and highly pleased over their exhi
bition." said Colonel House, "I hope'
our boys realize that the future of
our country for centuries depends on
them.

"But If earnestness Is any Indica-
tion they do realize It."

The delegates came from Paris on
a special train, taking- lunch on board.
Colonel Houfe and some of the others
were accompanied by their wives.
Lord N'orthcllfTe and a Prltish staff
officer gave an "international touch'"
to the party.

nfxlnrnt Drawn Tp.
At a certain village In the Ameri-

can zone the party detrained. An en
tire regiment was drawn up on both
sides of the street. A regimental
h,-.r- i warn Tilavlnir anthems, and the '

The party first proceeded to i!ie
headquarters or a major penerai.
where they were Introduced, and then
motored to the brow of a nearby hill .

a favorite spot for reviews
In the meanwhile the regiment,

which had been lined up In the vll-
. .... ...I.-- .. .- - .1.- - Will ...!.. II,.."""1age naami. . ." - "- - " - -
men lined up and went through ma
reuvers. At they went Into a tne
uretical attack, they were watched
' Itli gteat closeness by Lrfird North-c..n"- e

and the Britlh stuff officer, who
viewed the moements with critical
lyes.

The maneuvers were the first of the
kind. Inasmuch as American artillery
wnt into action, barking from a dis
tancc In the rear As shells went
rer thr heads of the visitors, an
American aeroplane drifted through
the clouds, the obscrer watching the
effe t of the cannon fire.
Afterward the party motored to
field headquarters, where General
Pershing conducted his guests
through eteral departments. Haste
was necessary, because of the neces-
sity for making the train.

Various hesds of the Intelligence
dipartment explained the work to the
te!egates. after Introductions has
been dispensed with.

The Americans were accompanied
by William Graes Sharp, American
ambassador to France.

LONDON. Dec S. rrlnce
counter drive against the

llritlsh. In an effort to wipe out the
Cambrai salient, has collapsed.

Dispatches from the front today
otate that the llritlsh look for more

! attack but are confident that the
'Germans will not renew their thrusts
I In force as they did on Saturday and

Sunday, when waves of fifteen ranks
'of troops swept against the British po-

sitions between Moeuvres and Vend
hulle

' All of the main British positions
won In the bold and daring drive
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launched by Gen. Sir Julian Dyne on
November 20 have been consolidated,
and there Is no possibility that the
Germans will bo able to recapture
them, although they are keeping- - the!
British trench lines under hot artll-- l

lery fire.
The battle of Cambrai has not com1

to an end, however. British aviators
reported the concentration of fresh
German divisions behind the Ger-
man front, and further pressure
against both flanks of the salient Is

Vivid pictures of the savaire fight-- 1

lnS' around Bourlon. Marco In g, and'
TORK Dec 5.-- The Bolshe-overturn-r7onL na'tOne to of a ,ank was

. JP" the general belief thatIn a shell crater, but was Jk
tenure of government is pre-hou-converted Into a temporary block-lthe- lr

rious and necessarily will be brief,the s.ildlers in it fighting 'va acquired some material advanItbravely, although was continuously
shelled by the German field guns. N" recently, not the least of which

Other stories dealt with the heroic' ' that they now have the sinews of
conduct of the American engineers :
who helped the Dritlsh repulse the
German attacks last Friday and Sat-
urday. The Americans are winning
high praise, not only on the Cambrai
front, but elsewhere.

LONDON'. Dec. 8. Important !

sons are to be learned by the allies
rnm .t... .. atv.ol,.. nf

'last Friday at Cambrai, according
,to Colonel Replngton, the Times mill

y expert. u was the m01t terrific
aMauU ,he Germans have been able
tQ admlnlster ,,nce 1914i he ,ay,

The attack shoW5, he ,, that the... . . .,r,.a all time.,.. tt.rW nrt fnrih.r
that Germany knows that the

decisive front Is the western front
It Is equally Important, he says,

that the allies hold every position
they have gained on the western
front, for to lose It would be to
crumble In the bands of tbe enemy.

STEPS FOR AN ARMISTICE

WITH ROUMANIA ARE

ANNOUNCED BY BERLIN

BERLIN (Via London). Dec B

Sections of English trenches south of
Marcoing were cleared of the enemy,
today's official statement asserted.

"Capture of some hill positions and
seven communes" was announced in
the report from the Italian front.

Announcement that the negotla
tlons for an armistice "are spreading
to Roumanla" was made by the war
office

ITALIAN ARTILLERY

AND BOMBING PLANES

DO EFFECTIVE WORK

ROME, Dec 8. Improved weather
conditions have contributed to In-

creased activity of Italian forces at
the Trentlno front, and both artillery
and bombing planes are doing effec
live work, according to an official dis-
patch.

Reconnolssance parties yesterday
and last night brought In a number
of German and Austrian prisoners, and
enemy troops and encampments In the
Galmarrara valley were bombarded
tiy Italian planes.

When th enemy attempted to shift
Its columns upon Seren valley and to
the Plave valley for the purpose of
approaching the front, they wero
shelled and stopped by Italian batter
ies Two captive balloons were
brought down.

Enemy movements axe being put
Into effect principally on the upper
1'iave, where the river passes be-

tween Monte Monferera and Montello
ead to the Venetian plain, and on the

middle I'lave, where the enemy con-
tinues very active in constructing
bridges to the middle ground nf Grave
de J'apadopoll, an Island lying In m

Italian aviators report heavy con
. entratlon of Austro-Germa- n dj.
tislons behind the lines of the In-

vaders The exceptionally good
weather may lead the enemy to at-
tempt a new offensive in the inoun
'alnous region, having as Its object
the Invasion of the plain between
Vlcenza and Verona.

Italian military experts are con-
fident that the proposed offensive can
be withstood.

28,000 UNION MEN

IN ST. PAUL QUIT

8T PAUL, Minn, Dec 6 Ten
thousand union men from the Twin
Cities packed the municipal audi
torium as the "continuous conven
tion" of union men met today.

The continuous convention affects
29,000 union men. and la expeced vir-
tually to tie up all Industries

union lshnr excepting news- -
I pspers.
I Thousands of union men who quit

their jobs to remain out until the
demands of street car men who were
discharged because they wore union
buttons are met were not aols to
get Into tbe municipal auditorium.

BOLSHEVIK! SEIZE

$300,000,000 GOLD

OF NATIONAL FUNDS

war. says a copyrigni uispatcn to tne
New York Sun.

Efforts of the officials of tbe Na-
tional Bank to defend Its coffers
against the designs of the govern-
ment resulted in failure, and the keys
have been delivered to Commissioner
Obolensky The aults of the Mos-
cow branch, containing a gold re
serve of 300,000.000, already are In
the hands of the Ilolihevlkl officials,
and other portions of the gold re-

serve deposited In branches In coun
try towns doubtless will meet a simi-
lar fate.

FOUR'DRY' CITIES

OF BAY STATE ARE

GAINED BY 'WETS'

BOSTON1. IVc 5 Th- - "wet" forces
of Massachusetts are today cele'Tal-inj- j

their (rlni of yesterday. Spring-fiel- d

remained "wet" by a majority
of 2.255 votes. Tall Illvrr ritchburp.
Haverhill and Taunton were changed
from Mdr" to "wet" b substantial
majorities. Leominster, dry eighteen
out of twenty years, wa saved to the
drya by only twelve voles. A recount
will be asked

A hard fight had been made by
the prohibition forces In all th four
cities, particularly In Springfield, and
up to the very lant day before the
actual voting the "dry" forces claim
ed that they would win b a afe
majority.

In all nineteen Massachusetts cities
showed material gains for the "wets,"
a big Increase being shown in the
license vote over last ear.

'CLUB THE GERMANS,'

IS WAR CRY OF TAFT

NEW TORK, Dec 8. William It
Taft, former President of the I'nlted
states, continues his broadside blows
against the Germans. In an address
before the Amerlcsn Society of Me
chanlcal Engineers here, he declared
that "since we ire in the war, we
must contribute not only money and
foodstuffs, but alpo man power

"We must fight to separate the
German people from their ruler, and
I guess the only way we can do that
Is to hit them over the head wllh a
club."

FIRST ICE SKATER OF

SEASON IS DROWNED

TORT HURON. Mich., flee lames
Beargeon, seenleen. of St. (alr. lost
his life In the first Ice ak.tlnr .rclilent
nf the Maun f,n nti m...... ,i.i. ..,,,,... ...lie ,v,n ,111.
Ills chum, Elden Hose, fourteen, also
broke through the thin but was
dragged from the water by Charles
Van Hutklrk. who toncl l,m a rope--

ADVERTISEMENT

!IOTHERS,LISTEN!
When work exhausts your

strength, when your nerves
Tie irritable and restless, when
our ambition lags and you feel
undown, you need the rich,

jreamy, nourishing food in

SCOTT'S
MULSWfl

check your wasting powers,
enliven your blood and build up
your nerve force. Scoff 't
is helping thousands and
will give you strength.

I

cott a Ikmut Blwmu-l- d N.J i; is c

EUROPEAN WAR
NEWS SUMMARY

Military observers at British headquarters on the Cambrai front
arc of the opinion, ncrording to their dispatches at hand today, that the
German command is seeking to turn the Cambrai battle into a decisive
action and that this is the proper explanation of the recent German
attempts to breach the British line, whatsoever the cost. This cost has
probably been the heaviest of any equal period of fighting since the
war began so heavy, in fact, that it has now given the Germans pause.

In iew of these truly enormous casualties, the German achieve-
ment has been very small, and their real objective piercing the British
position and pouring through the break in a wide turning movement
has been frustrated altogether. The Germans have gained ground to
the east of the town of Marcoing, four miles southwest of Cambrai,
and have thus made the British hold on this place a difficult one. To
the eastward they have forced the British out of Masnleres and part
of the St. Quentin ridge, as well as from the village of La Vacquerie,
The British thus have to defend arather sharp salient on the eastern
side of their wedge before Cambrai.

PLAN NOT ABANDONED.
Although the failure ot the German intent to breach the British

line and the terrific losses it involved have for the present stopped any
further attacks in force, it is believed that the German plan has not by
any means been abandoned. With the arrival of still further levies of
reserves, apparently continuously available now from the Russian
fronts, it is expected that the German command will renew the great
massed assaults upon the British positions.

The fighting in this area is largely in tne open, and the combat will
resolve itself into a matter of generalship. The British forces have
been heavily but the initiative appears to be still with the
enemy, and this sites them a certain advantage. This initiative, how-

ever, may well pass to the British gain within a short time. Guieral
Byng, the commander on this front, has already shown himself lo be
a tactician of boldness and originality. It remains to be seen whether
he is a strategist of equal power and resourcefulness.

On the remainder of the front held by the British there has been
reported nothing but artillery fire. This suddenly bocame notahlyln-tens- e

north of Armentieres, on thesouthern side of the Ypres region,
bouth of Messines. In the Passchendaele sector there was also heavy gun
dueling. Only artillery activity has been reported from the French
front, chiefly west of the Meuse in the Verdun area and on the Cham-
pagne front, near Maisons de Champagne and Tahure.

ITALIANS HALT TEUTON DRIVE.
Opinion appears to be generally held among the most competent

observers on the Italian front that the Austro-German- s have now been
definitely stopped and held on the I'iave line and the mountains west-

ward to and bevond the Urenta river. The enemy is still concentrating
troops on the northern end of the line, but the Italian forces,

by Trench and British troops, are confident of the issue of any
new attacks.

The lateit official report from Rome states that artillery fire of
considerable vigor has occurred along the Asiago plateau, between
Monte Sismon and Monte Castel Gomberto. Italian guns effectively
shelled enemy troop concentrations. Some activity has developed in
the Trentino, west of the Asiago plateau. The Austro-Germa- deliv-

ered local attacks which were promptly repulsed.

TRAINLOAD OF XMAS

MAIL ON WAY TO FRONT

PARIS. H 5 A tralnload of mor
than 1,000 jarks and many boxes of
'"lirJMma mall and Klfts In being trans
ported today to American army head
quarters In France. Another ship-
ment l expected from America before
the end of the week. On many of the

kage3 Is written, "Open at Christ-m- a

a."

MISS RANKIN SILENT

ON WAR WITH AUSTRIA

Jeannette Hank In, the lady from
Montana, was noncommittal today
when asked If she uould desert the
ranks of the pacifists and vote for a
declaration of war against Austria

Miss Kankln voted against the Oer
man war declaration

Kffttf Kn-tfiRTCft-

n

31

ONLY ONE THING TO DO,

SO BUFFET CO. DOES IT

Running a saloon In Washington
under present conditions Is like try
in? to operate a ship without a sail;
it csn't be done.

This Is the plaint ot stockholders
In the Victor Buffet Company In a pe-

tition filed in the DIstrlctt Supreme
Court today asktns; for a dissolution
of the concern.

"The objects for which the firm was
organized have wholly failed and
have become impractical," states the
n.f Itlftfl

The Victor Company, of which the
stockholders are R. Fran '

TTT.
clone, Antonio U. Morra. and Louis D

Marchsttl. operated a saloon at Sev-

enth and O streets northwest, says
the attorney, Joseph A. Purkhsrt, In
the petition. Justice Slddons per-

formed the last rites for tbe deceased.

WAR SAVINGS STAMPS
AND THRIFT STAMPS

For Sale in our

Liberty Bond Dept.,
1505 Penna. Avenue,
adjoining the Bank.

g The Riggs National Bank
OF WASHINGTON. D. C.

Capital and Surplus $3,000,000
Resources Over $22,000,000
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IPARIS CONFERENCE

ORGANIZES JOINT

NAVAL GfllTTEE

PARIS. Sec B. Foreign Minister
PInchon has announced the Inter-
allied conference has decided upon a
supreme lnter-allle- nava' committee
for action.

The new committee. It Is assumed.
will be a branch of war
activity, with the supreme lnter-allle-

war council.
The "announcement was taken to

mean much closer unity in the allied
offensive against Germany's subma-
rines.

So far as military exigencies per-

mit, the lnter-allle- d council proposes
to allow the public of the allied na
tions to see the workings of the war
machine.

With the closing or the lnter-allle- d

council and the first session of the
supreme war council. It was stated
today arrangements were being made
to publish a summary of the resolu-
tions adopted at the first-name- con
ferences.

Publicity Is regarded as one of the
allies' "strongest weapons In the
right against autocracy."

Notification to the people or what
their chosen representatives prppose
to do with the people's money, the j
peoples lives, ana tne peoples prop-- ;
erty In the tight of democracy will'
stand out In vivid contrast to the
German autocratic assumption of di-
vine right ovor lives, money, and
property of Its citizens.

On every hand today great satisfac
tion was expressed at the progress
achieved In the conferences here.

Best Indication that the meeting
was preliminary was in the fact that
the American request for restatement
of allied war aims a Joint statemen'
to which all allies should be signa-
tory was left for later considera-
tion. The delegates apparently were
agreed that of first consideration at
the moment were the actual physical
weapons of offense and defense.

REICHSTAG FRICTION

DENIED BY BERLIN

LONDON1, Dec 3. An official dis
patch from Berlin asserts that there
exists no friction between the im
perial government and the Reichstag. I

but that the peace policies outlined by '

the former are being closely followed I

by the main committee with Count I

Hertling. Imperial chancellor, and Dr
von Kuehlmann, foreign secretary. I

Mathlas Erzberger. leader of the '

Clerical center. Is authority for the
statement that although thee Reichs-
tag has adjourned, the government Is
giving its leaders an active voice in
shaping the government's peace poll- -
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By DAVID LAWRENCE.
(Continued on Page :, Column 1.)

Settlement based on equity and Jus-
tice, an Influence that will be more
potent In Rome now than If America
had stood aloof from Italy In her
rrsur of distress these are the rea-
sons which appear to have brought
Mr. Wilson to his decision to make
war on Austria.

ActUa Was IndlvlduL
Colonel House o doubt gave blm the

Information on which he based his
judgment But In ever' sense of the,
word the act was individual Mr. Wil-
son alone took this great step.

The remarkable thing Is that the
President without submitting his mes-
sage to a single adviser approximated
so well the wishes of the country. So
great Indeed Is the confidence in him
here that eve nthough he gave only
vague reasons for wanting a declara-
tion of war against Austria, legisla-
tors were prepared to accept his Judg-
ment as based on absolute necessity and
reasons which It would be Indelicate or
Impolitic Tor him to discuss;

The fact Is that throughout Austria-Hungar- y,

German troops are scat-
tered. German officers command
Austrian regiments. The Vienna gov-
ernment is .manaced from Berlin
Austria Is Indebted to an Incalculable
Micni nnanciaiiy xo uermany. The
dual monarchy has become a vaasal
state. Wherever the German general
staff orders her armies "there- - mustthey go. They may be on the Italian
front one month or attacking1 Ameri-
can forces on the French front the
next month.

ilmmr Attn t War.
Acts of war aplenty have been

committed by Austrtan submarines
against American citizens and Amer-
ican property on the high seas. Only
the patience of the United States and
reasons or state wnicn hare not yet
been revealed caused this country not
to take the same step against Austria
that was taken In April" against Ger-
many.

But It Is for the moral effect of the
President's action that eyes are now
turned to Europe. To the Austrian
and Hungarians, Mr. Wilson, has out-
lined a condemnation of ta militar-
ism that led them into tbe war, has
declared an unrelenting purpose to
crush that militarism by making war
against the two principal members of
the Teutonic alliance, but he holds
out also the fundamentals of a Just
and equitable peace as a temptation
to them to cast off their present rulers
and system and be welcomed again In
the family of nations.

IT P ACCIIDCG CU7TCC
U. O. AuuUlVljO UlTLjU.

TROOPS WON'T INTRUDE

A communication to the Swiss gov-
ernment affirming the intention of
this country to respect the neutrality
of Switzerland has been forwarded
to Berne, It was learned frere today.

The assurance was In reply to
statements emanating from Berlin
that the allies Intended to turn the
German line by Invading the moun-
tain republic- - The members of the
entente have sent similar assurances.

NEW SIBERIAN REPUBUC

MAY RECALL TROOPS

HAPARANDA. Dec 6. M. Potpla
has been named premier of the new
Siberian republic, according to word
received here today.

He Is expected to Issue Immediate
orders for the recall of Siberian
troops from the front

Bell-an-s
Absolutely Removes
Indigestion. Druggists
refund money if it fails. 25c

fc

FOR OLD!
your worn shoes with our fac-

tory Our expert shoe men will work
restoring old shoes to attractive appear-

ance and usefulness. Special atteotlcn to women'
kid and fancy shoes and slippers. Our prices are
the lowest and your satisfaction guaranteed. Work
called tor and delivered. When mar we call for

Comfort
Wear
Waterproof
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