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In entering today upon hearings to

qelermlne whether the Baa and tcle-hp-

companies are to be alloued to
grease their rates to consumers in
Hi J District, the Utilities Commission
fels that It Is Just beeinnng a work

h'ch will fall wth lncreasng- - heavl- -

Iresi as tho war progresses.
Xot only do members today realize

tiif onerous duties ahead for a lone
uibq 10 come, out cacn man is seri-
ously considering policies that may
Itd to recommendations for a ital
change In the handling of utility cor-
porations here
J The public, having a particularly

lyipleasant taste In its mouth as a re-

mit of the requests of the telephone
CDftipany for permission to radically
cjifnjte its service and prices, is shon-t&- $

a disposition to demand Govern
Sent control or ownership. This is
vyjeed in resolutions of cltltens' or-
ganizations and In the expressions of
individual citizens throughout the
djty.

. Federal Control Considered.
President Wilson and Congress have

before them the great question of
whether the Government shall take
over the railroads of the country dur-ii- g

the war, with the prospect that
sjch action will be the outcome of de-

rations that have been in progress
weeks. The railroads have askedtincreased rates all along the line,
la known today that the sugges-

tion of Federal control of the railway
lChrs of the United States has fur
mshed serious thought to the offi-
cial rulers of the District as havolng
possible application to utilities con-
cerns in this city.

War conditions are responsible for
tfle demands of the national railroads
and tbey are responsible for the

of utility corporations In this
city. The people are having to bear
tbv burdens. The most serious
thought of the Utilities Commission
ljhow great these burdens may be-c-

In future months if the local
corporations ax really entitled to
cKarge increased rates. How often

lll bearings be necessary to readjust
rtes up or down, the prospects al-V--r

being upward rather than down-- ,
ijjtrd.
VTlie claim was mad today before
lit Utilities Commission by the cas
iSmpany that since it made applica-

tion a few weeks ago for permission
its charge to th public

8e price of coal has raised 35 cents
alton. increasing the cost of produc-
ing gas three-quarte- rs of 1 cent a
thousand feet Every time wages go
up. coal costs more, or oil takes a
leap forward, further demands for

j ,' ,. "js

: Oh! John!
"Take these shoes over to
Klein's. Tell them to put on a
rJalr-o-f

j KLEIN'S
'Skid-No- t Rubber Heels.
I'Don't forget the name, as no

rilher heel will do, because they
are the only kind that makes
walking on wet, slippery streets
safe, and they will put them on
wfule. you wait for fifty cents."

! KLEIN'S
Rapid Shoe Repair Co.,

736 14th St N. W.
! BRANCHES!

1X1 Fa. Are. KM lh St. :v.W.

Not One Coal Theft

On Police Blotters,

Answer: No Coal?

While abput ever)' crime on the'
calendar from murder to obstruct-
ing traffic has been entered on
the precinct blotters and head-
quarters books of the police de-

partment during the last week,
there has not been one line as to
the stealing of coal.

This Is almost unknown, as In
every other cold spell such en-

tries have been numerous.
There are two explanations:

First, that there isn't much coal
in the District to steal; second,

that what there Is has assumed
its true value, as Irfe black dia-

mond, and Is secreted in the In-

nermost recesses of cellars.

more money from the public will be
made. One hearing for increased

tM will fiardlv be over and a rate
(determined before another will be on

hand. The courts wJll be cluttered
with litigation.

Tabtle Most Knew Facts.
With Federal or municipal control

the exact facts p to cost of operation,
fair returns to stockholders and bond
holders and Just treatment of the
public would Be Known ai an times,
Iealng little opportunity for g

the people, staggering un-

der heavier loads, each day.
In the case of the telephone company,

whose application for reduction of serv-

ice and Increased rates will .come up
Thursday, .the public is voicing its "pro
tests in strong mapner to the Utilities
Commission. The company's enormous
Increase In expenditures have been due.
In public estimation, to the demands
unon it by the" Federal Government.
Comparatively tutle of the Increase has
gone to improved facilities for. the pub-
lic. At least the people of the city will
so claim before the commission, in
fact have already claimed in com-
munications to that body.

Having that view steadily pressed
upon Its attention the Utilities Com-
mission will, it was pointed' out in of-

ficial circles today, consider the Gov-
ernment's responsibility and Its prob-cb- le

willingness to take over opera-
tion of this utility Vnd afterward
ilete-nl- ne what proportion must be
paid by the Government and the
people, together with what returns
should be made to the company upon
the true valuation of its properties
here.

Further Desaands IJkely.
There is today no doubt in the

minds of utility commission officials
that the street railways will soon be
presenting demands upon the commis-
sion and the public, attributing these
to necessities growing? out of the ex-

traordinary conditions that exist,
again calling for hearings, decisions,
and court litigation.

The outlook. It is candidly
is one calling Tor changes in

policies in handling local utilities.
policies that win enable quick de-
termination of all questions that will
constantly arise until stable condi
tlons are restored by the ending of
the war. when the Utilities Commis-
sion and the utility corporations will
be able to' measure the possibilities
of the ruture without doing injua
tice to capital or the public

Recommendations to Congress for
Federal control of local utilities, with
the Government bearing a fair pro-
portion of whatever Increased rates
are called for, loomed larger today
than at any time in the history of
me jjisinct.

SAILOR FEL ASLEEP IN

ZONE; JAILED

BOSTON", Dec. 18. Because Axel
Janaien, a sailor, fell asleep when the
ship on which he was on watch passed
through the submarine zone, he has
been sentenced to serve four months
in Jail. Judge Morton, In the Federal
court, announces that in the future.
If four months Is not sufficient, ht
will give sleepy defendants one year
in JalL

Janssen was on watch on a trans.
Atlantic liner, and his act In falling
asleep is said to have endangered the
vessel and her cargo and passengers.

MUSEUM GETS MORGAN

14,000,000 COLLECTION

NEW TORK, Dec. 28. Art treas-
ures valued at $4,000,000 have been
donated to the Metropolitan Museum
of Art by J. Pierpont Morgan as a
memorial to his rather, the late J. P.
Morgan. The collection is that which
is already on exhibition In the mu.
seum, with a single exception.

Decorative panels by Hubert Rob
ert, which form a part of the gift,
are valued at $100,000. The enamels
In the collection are appraised at
sjuv,oa. uiaas ana poicsry. ux Im-
pressive feature of the gift, are val- -
ud at 15OO.0OO. The watch.es in the
collection are valued at $174,000.
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I';C. SCHHEIDER'S SOIlRSr
gQf DISCOUNT ON ALL (liJ 0 FLASHLIGHTS

.':' 1207 F Street N. W.. - "
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2 NEEDY FAMILIES

ASSURED

OF CHEERY XMAS

Two. of the "Christmas Opportuni-

ties" offered residents of Washing-
ton to, make as many homes happy
for the holidays' have been provided
for, the Associated Charities an
nounced today.

18,

Opportunities thirteen and fourteen
have received $588 from the treasurer
of a charitable fund' for six tnenths.
with a pledge of an equal amount for
the following six months.

Number thirteen Is a family with
seven children, dependent for support
upon a Blind mother and father near
ly blind. , Number fourteen la a family
where the 'chief breadwinner is only
fifteen years old and earning only
o a week.'
Or the total required for these

fourteen opportunities. $1,437 has
been subscribed or pledged. There
still remains to be raised $5,791.

Contributions may be sent either
to The Times or to John Joy Edson,
treasurer. Associated Charities, 02?
II street northwest.

OPPOBTUSfrTV JkO. 1.
Six; Fetterless cklllrvn ( Italy.

Amount asked for, $310.
Previously acknowledged. $$00
Cash SO
A. C. 11 .., v .. 100p.. i 15 00

Total ,
5 till needed, $4S0.

'

OPPORTCJtITV 10. 2.
' Delia- - Her- - Part.

' Amount asked for, $416.
S..B. P ." $200
Mr., and 'Mrs. J. F. Town.
, send '... 1000

Total
Still needed. $404.

opponTcjrrrv so. 3.
Preparing ! Pits Hie Matkera

Amount for. $410.
Previously acknowledged. $1 00
C ...... ........... -- 500

Total
Still needed. $410.

3100

J200

Caaae.
asked

B.....
BOO

OPPORTCKITY XU. S.
IaaVpeatleaee Oaly a Few Mentha

Away.
Amount asked for, $280.

F. B. SOO
Still needed. $553.

OPPORTCMTY XO. .
BattUag Agalast Ckreale Illaeaa ail

Poverty.
Amount asked for, $832.

Previously acknowledged. $60 00
13- - R. H..... ..... 100
J. I. S.r .. . , , ,,,.., . 300

Total
Still needsd, $783.

64. 0

OPPORTITKITT. 1V. 7.
A Quiver Fall et CbUdreau

Amount asked for, $C24.
Previously acknowledged.. $5 00
M. CB 60 00

Total
Still neeued, $508.

OPPORTTTXITY X. II.

55 00

TV Will Hel- - Jeba Carry Ills LoaJf
Amount asked for, $41$.

II M. P $200
Still needed, $414.

oppon-nntriT- x. ia.
Entbry Wage Earners.

Amount asked for, 728.
J. C J ............. ...... $ 50 00
J a 1. O. ...... .......... .. 3 OO

B. C 100

Total S4 00
Still needed, $674.

OPPORTCJUTT . IS.1
Hetaer BUad, Fatker Alaaest Se, aad

eYe-- i CklUrf .
Amount asked for, $780.

Previously acknowledged.. SOO
C Zd. C............f...... 390 00
C. E. C. (pledged) 200 00

Total 78300
Oversubscribe.!.

OPPORTUNITY Sfo. 14.

Calef Bread Wlnaer at IS.
Amount asked for, 4l

Amount asked for, $416.
C. E. C. 208 00
C. E. C. (pledged). . 208 00

Total . ... .. 423 00
Oversubscribed.

JURY DISAGREES IN OLD

DOMINIOimANSFERCASE

The Jury which 'has been trying
the damage suit of Robert S. Billops
against the Washington and Old Do-

minion railway before Justice Thorn
ton in Alexandria county disagreed
last night, and was discharged by
the court

The case is one of a series which
arose by reason of the controversy
following the doing an ay with the
transfer from the Old Dominion Com
piny to the Capital Traction Com
pany. A number of passengers re-

fused lo pay their .fares unless given
a transfer, which occasioned eject
ment from the cars.

The plaintiff; Mr. Billops. claimed
that he was ejected unlawfully on
the ICth of August, 1016, and suffer-
ed physical Injury and mortification
by reason of the occurrence The
company's defense was that they had
no right to uta a transfer under the
ruling of the Interstate Commerce
Commission- - approving a schedule do-
ing away with transfers, and that
upon refusal to pay a fare under
sueb circumstances, they had the
right to eject a passenger.

Mr. Billops was represented by At-
torney K. Hilton Jackson, James
Sharier and Amos Cr.ounie, and the
defendant company by Attorneys wll
ton J. Lambert and C, E. Nlcol.

INFERIOR GRAIN FOR SPIRITS.
Only Inferior gralu can be used in

producing jifstllled spirits in the fu-
ture, nndes-orif- er. promulgated b
ijf.retary of the Treasury McAdoo.

,

FOR FILMS
N EMERG EN

John I Weaver, Tederal Fuel Ad
mlnlstrator for the District. Is to be
given power to close public halls,
and even industries considered by
him to be least essential to local and
national welfare If such course be
comes necessary to keep householders
from freexlng.

Authority to take the initiative in
meeting. all coal emergencies is to be
given all State fuel administrators
by Dr. tjarfleld. U. S. Tuel Admlnis
trator. as a result of widespread suf
fering from fuel famine in hundreda
of' cities and taowns in the Hastern
United States. Federal Fuel Amlnls--
trators are to Tecognlze the prior
rights of war Industries and house
holders In distribution of available
supplies of coal.

Fall Fewer t Field Olea.
M. K, Prudden. Federal Fuel Admin-

istrator for Michigan, was the first'
given this authority. When he re-

ported an acute situation In his State
and asked power to go ahead and
close amusement and other places not
absolutely essential, he was told to
go ahead. Dr. Garfield said similar
authority would be given all other
Federal administrators as a part of a
policy of decentralization of authority
from Washington, so that local offi-
cials could anticipate, emergencies.

Hundreds "of Washington families
are without coal, but Administrator
Weaver believes 'that the situation
will be bettered through new distribu-
tion plans which in 111 care for emerg
ency requirements of householders
and put an end to hoarding efforts.
Consequently there Is no'present pros
pect of the closing of Washington
theaters and other amusement places.

Report Frees Ceantry Alans.
Alarming reporta from ,the middle

West and Eastern sections of the
country are pouring In upon the Fuel
Administration. Many of these told
of pneumonia epidemics starting be'
cause of the coal famine. Apparent'
ly the coal shortage is most acute
In Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, and New
York. .

Fuel Administrator Garfield stated
today that the railroads were co
operating to the utmost In endeav.
orlng to move the coal offered them
for delivery to the sections where
the shortage Is most felt, but that
snowstorms have served greatly to
hamper traffic. Many solid trains of
coal from the Kentucky fields des
tined to Ohio and Michigan points
are stalled at points in southern Ohio
by snow drifts. The railroad motive
power has been severely taxed. Be-

cause of the weather conditions. It
Is necessary to employ three or four
locomotives in hauling a train of
coal cars through the storm bound
territory.

Must Serve Hesses First.
fuel Administrator Garfield stated

today that the drastic o(deta for the
diversion of commercial coal 'to den
mestlc consumers would remain In
force Just as long as necessary to
meet the needs of householders. Until
now the fuel administration has
dodged the proposal to curtail indus
tries. Dr. Garfield stated that the
interests of the people demanded that
Industries be cut dawn in their sup-
plies of fuel, or be denied their sup-
plies absolutely for a limited period.

PERSHING SHIFTS TROOPS

TO BAFFLE GERMANS

PARIS, Dec. 18. Thst the Amer-lcs- n

sector along the Trench first
line trenches is being shifted from
one point to another with a view to
baffling the Germans as to Its actual
location is the common belief here.

It is of prime importance to Vor
Hlndenburg to discover. If he csn,
the 'location of the major American
offensive, but General Pershing Is

keen on keeping this vital Informa-
tion from reaching the German lead-
ers, and has adopted the plan of mov-
ing his men about.

GERMAN BREWERIES COAL-HI-

AMSTERDAM, Dec. IS. Many of
the 12.000 breweries of Germany have
been forced out of business, becsuse
of the government's drastic steps to
conserve the coal supply, and It is said
that the brewing industry, Germany's
second most important, is threatened
with suspension.

Mill
Try To Have This
N Beautiful Hair
Cnticara will rarely help you. Treat-
ment: At nljbt rue, Cmicuri Ointment
into paronrs all over the scalp. Next
morrunr iharapoo wkh Cnticura Soap
and hot water. Repeat in tro weeks.
Cuticara Spp and Ointment are Heil
r.Sw!Tda3rJ,5netnie- - Foriimpleeeu free, address port-car- "CtiU. DgK. K, Beats " sold every- -
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CIoe Daily at 6 P. M. furniture;

Use Your Credit and Buy Nop--TP- ay Next Year
WE make possible for yoiuo give sensibly and give generously fhis'Xmas by offering the finest guarante'ed

Furniture at. genuine underselling prices and on the'jnost liberal .credjt terms. Get in early tomorrow and
select all the gifts furniture you want from our immense stock. , ,

Your Liberty Bonds are better than cash here; .We allow a caiH credit $55 for a $50 Bond for a
$100 Bond. We will cash your Xmas Savings Club Checks. ' '

Choice of These Three Elegant Imitation
Japanese Leather "Gift" ' Rockers for

tCTTTOfc Ti2
V1 HUBSPECIAL Hfl I 'W " j JS1FT .ROCKERS Jp?
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24 inches long, strong
and rigid. A wonder
ful'gift value at. ..

W
I
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My

nrrs.

Wing"

This Fumed
Oak

Smokers'
Stand

79c
Has two shelves,
stout supports,
and metal match
holder and ash
tray. splendid
gift for the man
who smokes.

Doll's Brass Bed
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Sandy Andy
automatic

sand dump com-

plete, with sand
and paper yard.
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"Comfort"
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Overstuffed Parlor
Including large 72-in- ch Settee, luxurious Armchair, and Rocker, fully up
hoktered in rich blue velour, 'fine tapestry, or gen- - fS rrp
uine leathery finest steel spring construction. A $ a i '&
enUiviui rsa r lurmc . KSsjyawoiM 6 mv

to Toyland For Wonderful Toy Values!

,fePl58

$2-4-9

Toy

waaf

Jumbo 20-A- ct Circus
All the animals and all the' acts a

real circus double - faced,
brightly colored pictures,
heavy cardboard for.

on

i i

! -

ff5l

Hello, Boysl Here's the Great

"Erecfpr"
"The Toy Like Structural seel."

Thousands of these Nationally Ad-

vertised Sets SELLING for M FIRST
TIME at CUT PRICES. 4

Every boy knows that the --.Gilbert
ERECTOR builds the most, die ibongett,
and the best toy models. It's thconstme-tio- n

toy that every boy wants' w 'Christ-
mas. With the ERECTOR boys jtmn build
toy steel bridges, skyscrapers, b&tleships,
machines, and many other mWels,. and
never lose interest in them, becasoe they're
true! They're exactly like the rial thing.
Every piece stamped accurately out of
steel, and correct in design ail propor-
tion. ---

"CUT" PRICE
No. 1 Set, regularly $1. FQ
Makes 112 models, JFor VtX

-.-AQE THAT AVCS YA..:.

mM&X

iMUQgi (ii)
SEVENTH St D

Cloee at M.

$110

75

White

high
Chiffonier
with four

plate
mlrrbr

truly
elernt
jut tie Hod
roOIQJTt COBafOft

able Rockers yoa
want roar
home. Thejr have
heavy mahogany
finish frame,

steel
seats, all

folly
upholstered
Brown
Leather, the best
and most d,nrshle

imlta.
Hon. Reg-

ular J27.50 Rock-
ers. Special for

$13.75.

fpuce Suite

tariff JmmmKm

Come

!r?.49c

Gilbert

t--6 f m.. .. ! r K"
g

- I

5HE

STDEETS

'2rA
on PIS

335ssMasa3i

&
Kiddo Horse

Strongly made, mounted on
four wheels, with Q --g jqsteering handle. p m 4rtf
Special at -- -

Never- - lnrStop 1 J4
Metal p

See- - ri
Saw j

automatic toy that makes
a great hit with the yQ

Doll's

Enameled
Chiffonier,

$ck.95

drawers
and

trio
BocJcen

fin-

est spring
over-

staffed and

grade''
leather.
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