Today

Raiiroads Controlled U. S.
U. S. to Coatrel Railroads.
Yery Big News.

McAdoo's Hard Job.

The President closes the year
with & great piece of news.

GOVERNMENT IS TO CON-
TROL RAILROADS.

That opens a new chapter in
American history. For many a
year roilroods have controlled
- ffovermment.

Now Woodrow Wilsen turns the
hour 5:1- upside down, the sand
runs other way. May it ron
that way steadily as long as the
United States exists, as long as
human beings move from one place
to another on this eontinent.

Todsy it is Government control
of railroads—tomorrow it must be
Government OWNERSHIP of rail-

The big job falls into the lap of
McAdoo, in addition to
the work already on his hands.

This new work will do one of
two things: |t will make him
President of the United States
whether he wanta the job or met,
or it will kill him so desd political-
ly that the remains will be micro-
scopic and invisible.

Look cut now for interesting,
quiet, persistent gambling and in-
vesting in railroad stocks.

Big meaning, great possibilities
are in this simple announcement,
“Railroad owners will be compen-
sated on & basis of the ave net
opersting income for the
¥ear period ended June 30, 1917."

Tom Lawson, of Boston, the con-
fessed gambler, and many an emi-
nently

id b per cent a year for
in spite of all the
ly schemes for rob-

the ‘railroad and the stock-

What will hasoen if the Govern-
“iukugmmerﬂlmdsmd

Ttham.

ill the Government say, “The
owners of New Central stoek
have been

11 that is watch New York

Cantral d stock from

out mmﬁﬂ"
"ﬁ

It isn't mecessary to what
would'be the value presently of a
Gm‘gtmtl pc';
petuslly yeariy—§ would
cheap. 22

We say that the -Government
must and will keep the railroads
and run them permanently for ome

Teason.

o man would suggest, no man
would d‘r;am dl?rmlg‘ out, a
pcheme that would tax L]
today to reconstroct udrmrsd
then give thoee rebailt, recon-
structed railroads back to their
private owners.

It would hardly do to gay to the
people of the United States, “The
Government is going to tax you,
take your money, sell you bonds
paying three and & half or four

Iroads—

per cent, rebuild the rai

then band the railroads back to
private owners, and let them tax
you fifteen per cent on the money
taken in taxes or borrowed at three
and a half per cent from you.”

It 1a a patient people, but not
patient enough for that

it is nol necessary to say what
the Intention of Woodrow Wilson
fs In this matter.

He was hired by the people, is
paid by the people, works only for
the people—nobody knows It bet-
ter than the railroad man.

But there will be other adminie-
tratiops and other Presidents.

It is falr to tell them now that
any scheming they may do along
the line of rebuliding railroads
with the people’'s taxes, and hand-
ftog those rallroads back to the
people, WON'T GO.

This i« & more patient people
than the Huassian people—but
there Is a limit even to United
Btates patience

“Archie” Roosevelt is made =
ve

announcement comes from
Pershing through the War Depart-
ment.

Young Roosevelt, of course, in-
herits great military genius. He
was & second lieutenant yesterday.

This seems like turning the
other cheek. “Archie’s” father calls
President Wilson three different
kinds of a traitor, over his own
signature in every newspaper in
the United States. The armv of
which Mr. Wiison is Commander-
jn-Chief now jumps Mr. Roose-
welt's son up to a captaincy. Who
says that Christianity isn't a sue-
esas when the other cheek ia
turped asz rapidly as s revolving
fan?

But perhaps the President hasn't
ite made up his mind yet to fol-
low. H

WEATHER:
FAIR TONIGHT
AND FRIDAY
CONTINUED
CoLD
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AMERICAN CONSULATE AT ODESSA B

WADOD WILL
CALL EXPERTS
10 HELP RUN

RAILROADS

Secretary of Treasury Is Natu-
ral Executive Who Leaves De-l
tails of Propositions to His
Assistants in All Lines.

By DAVID LAWRENCE.

(Copyright, 1M1, by New York Evening Poet

Company. )

Can MeAdoo do it? Lan he ad-

minister the new position of director

general of the railroads of the United

States and the Treasury Department|

without impairing particularly the
efficiency of the Iatter?

If Willism Gibbs McAdoo were not

a borm exscutive, there would be,

Tribute To Efficiency.

But his selection for additional re
sponsibility is a tribute to the splen-
did organization which the Secretary
has craated In the Treasury Depart-
ment, superimposed Lo be sure on the
structure of previous years, for the
fnancial branch of the Government
has always kad to be more efficient
than other burrsus or departments

Mr. McAdoo will divide his time be-
tween ths and the railroad
Job, but he will continue as before to
frume broad polictes and to delegate
1o others the execution of detalls. In

fi assiptant secreiarios and al
-ﬁm He t D Wi !
ization @ loans, war
mving certifies tihe sew finan-
cial business ioned by fhe loans
to our allles

All s ranning smoothly, " Mr. Meo-

Adoo will o the shime with reference
to the milroads. He wil]l creste an |
auxiliary organization. He will avail
himsslf in mmattery of practical oper-
ation of the services of the rallroad
exacutives who have basn In Warh-
ington for several months voluntartly |
amsisting the Government in bandling
freight.
Ch of Vie
Now that incomes have been guar-
anteed and maintenance and repmir
have been assured through Govern-
ment funds, the railroad men will no
longer have to think in terms of com
petition with each other but In terms

of a natlon’s competition with the
arch enamy of the world.
The new director general will, of

course, use the Interstate Commerce
Commission and the Federal Reserve
Board and his comptroller of the cur-
rency. John Skelton Willlama, who, as
president of the Reaboard Alr Line,
had some - experience (n raliroad
fAnance.

But Mr. McAdoo is not golng to rely |
upon one man, but upon the counsel of
all his asscciaten, and it is his inten-
tlon to surround himself with the
ableat iadividuals he can possibly geb

For be it known that the appoint-
ment of William Gibbs McAdoo Is the
turning point in his career

Teken of Appreciation,

Given the position by the President
as & token not slmly of personal
confidence, but of appreciation of Mr
McAdon's proved efficiency in hand-
Hng Government finances, Il s now |
the Secreiary of the Treasury's op-
poriunity to demonstrate his busi- |
ness capacity in a matier much more
intimately related to thie average man
than large finance.

Servies Unastlafariory.

Passenger service has been unaatis|
factory in the last few months, de-
lays in the shipment of coal and food- |
stuffa have been blamed on the lack
of car facilitles, and genoraily the |
flls of the nation have been charged
to traasporiation It Mr. McAdon
doesn't make good, his fulure is
sealed. If he succeeda, there in no
telling what his reward may be, and
his admiring friends, who believe, of
course, that he will make s suorcess
|of this position ax he has of the oth
|ere. were hazarding the guesas that it
Imight lead him some day 0 the
Presidency llaell. |

Where ambition and »fliclency rzml
hand In hand, thers is Hittls complaint
iz matters political, but Mr. McAdon
probably will not make the mistake |
that so many aspirants for the Presi
dency have made of thinking of the
expedient things to do rather than the
necessary but unpopular steps that |
must be taken in an emorgency o
that the interest o fihe whale r|nl|ﬂﬂI
rather than any individual may bl\l
protectad, |

Thas Becretary of the Treasury puts
|I damper on all political talk -hrh|
|it comes his way for he can be em- |
|h.rruud conaiderably If an emphasis
|is lald on the persomal side of h:-|
new position inatead of on the of |
| fective perfprmapce ¢f the most Im |
|p-arunl task that President Wilson |
has dr.]n‘u:dl to one man since 0..|
beginning of the war Clekrly, Mr
| MeAdoo will stand fall on his

|

or

record and he knows that better than |
anyone elme |
Telegrams and letlers of congraty- |

|

lation began to come In at the Treas

(Coutinued on Page 14, Columsm &)
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The Times Told You the News
Ten Days Ago

reason to believe that the arguments advanced in favor of
Mr. MeAdoo are making headway."

ing over the railroads and putting Seeretary McAdoo in
charge, fully substantiating The Times story of ten days

On December 17, David
Lawrence, writing in The
Washington Times, prediet-
ed the taking over of the
country’s railroads by the
President and the placing of
Secretary of the Treasury
MeAdoo at the head. Mr.
Lawrence’s first paragraph
in his story on that date
read as follows:

“William G. MeAdoo,
Secretary of the Treasury,
probably will be railroad
administrator. All signs
point to it. As forecast in
these columns a fortnight
ago, President Wilson has
decided upon Government
control and operation of the
railroads during the emer-
gency of war, and his time
has occupied since in
seleoting the man for the
job.

“‘Many of the most influ-
ential men in the Govern-
ment have urged him to ap-
point the Secretary of the
Treasury, and there is every

issned a proclamation tak-

SHARPE TELLS
DELAYSIN
UNIFORMS

Balked In their efforts to get de-
talled apecific (nformation from
Quartermaster General Sharpe comn-
cerning the making of coniracts for
uniforme and overcoats, members of
the Sanate Military Afairs Commit-
tee at the hearing today demandsd
why Bharpe “did not know more aboutl

the reasons that 100000 mem In the |

army are without overcoats ™
Sharpe, prodded by questioning by
Senators
Frelinghuysen, declarad he
all about contracts, “but can't
detalls around in my head
“This Isn’t

000 men have no overconts?™
Deliveries Slow.
“Deliveries «f cloth have
alow.”™ replivd Sharpe
“What have you done to hurry up
those dellveries®™ insisted McKellar

“We have done all we could,” sald | 4q,

SEharp

Sanato Frelinghuysen anked
whether the Council of National Dhes
feanse had changed specifications for
! eloth, thus delaying manu

“The specificativne were change

admitted Sharpe.

Frelinghuysen then presented a pro- |

test from New Jersey woolen manuy
facturers against the changing of
specifications a monih after =
tract bad been given them (or 300,000
yards

*I never heard of (1" wald Sharpe, | R ohog

e dal More white pine in nesded than

referring (o the protest. Sharpe aal the Southk has eva =
he "dil nut recall” a meeting of A Qi , Produced i s
. . single year. Admiral BPow|e sald
eommities of woolen nunufm“""“‘!-'nnln.ﬂl already jet 1 . ey
BMEY : 4 | Co ) call for aboutl
st which gpecommendations were made | 373,000,000 feet of timber P gt

for lncreasing the welght of uniform
cloth
wSerms Sirange.”

WOUDEN FLEET
FLAT FA'LURE
BOWLES SAYS

A declaration that he delayed the
wooden shipbuilding program from
two (o four menths was made before
the Eenates Commerce Committes Lo-
day by Admiral SEamuel Nowles, con-
struction expert of the Unitad States
shipping board. And the whole
wooden ship program, he lLinplied, was
a complets fallure

Four hundred vezsels were held
jap while he made changes In the
| specificati for their eugines and
boliers racts for thess parts

u question of detailn” |ihe '
sald Fenator McKellar. “it's & ques- | american standarda In erery NIML'N"
tion of overcoats; why (s it that 100, |y sald he

been |

{
I

o lbut much of the wtonl

Fealing that the
englnes and bollers should be At for
hardest usage worthy of

went oves contracts
and made several changs. This re-
quired from two to four months, he
neid
Weod Nreeded Fur Siee] Ships,
Admiral Bowles snid be had had
nothing whatever o du with placing
of the wooden ship rontracts,
making the statement Lecause, g he
saild. “I feel 1 ought 10 ie permitted
to make It In justice 1o roynalf,™

Ninety per cent of the total affort

4 |®oIng into the wooden ship building

program. he declursd
tzed In the ateel ship pr
of the abhlpwrights a
wooden ship bullding
employed on asteel ves
wtlerial, and
4 great deal of the timpop vouald be
used in the stesl

size and Kkind In no yeur have the
Southern mills been able 1p turn out
more than 300,000 000 feet he added

“it aeemsa sirange Lthat the guarter | Neither the South nar b, West, Ad

department should
of this eommittee
“A member of

mAster's
heard
Wadsworth

Senatur

the commitive told me the committes | he declared,

recommended to your department that

tweniy-ounce cloth be used. Instead of | contracted for

sixtesnounce cloth, formerly used™

never |Tiral Bowles anserted, had dellvered
g |88 much as half the Umber they had

suid they could All the timber

] Avae.l
able, and that can he mmde avaliable,
would make 307
wherecas a total of 45 ah

For these and other minor reasons,

“] mnever heard of L™ repested |he concluded, the whale wooden ahip

Eharpe
*Was the twenly.ounce
derrd ™" anked Wadsworth

eloth

or

“No, we have siuck to the sixteen
ounce cloth for uniforms. We have
had no complaint against It We

asked Ceneral Pershing If ks wanted
to change It his ansawer wWas & re
quest to buy a considerable quantity

af cloth in England on our specifica
tions. ™
Insisting on being told when

Eharpe began work on the supplying
of clothing for the army. committze
membars asked for dates when con-
tracis ware made.
Uould Neot Remember.

Sharpe said he could not remember
He sald he learned on May 20 that
1,000,000 mepn would have to bs pro-
vided for. His department ia still

(Coniinasd e Rage 14, Columm 4)

Progmm was an utter faljyr,

3 \ e

Bome of the moat powerful flaan-
(Continued on Pags 14 Coluymn 3)
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 COLVER DECLARES

whips, |

D.C. GAR LINES
AS NEXT STEP

Congestion and

Early Use of Authority.

By BILL PRICE.

Nothing herein shall be com-
strued as now affecting the posses-
slon, ‘operstion and comtrol of
“street slectric passanger rallways,
including ' rallways commoniy
called interurbans. whether such
railways be or not be owmed or
controlled by such raliroad com-
panies or systems. By subsequent
order and proclamation, if and
when it ahall be found necessary
or desirable, possession, contral, or
operation may be taken of all or
any part of such wstreet raliway
systema, including subways and
tunnels,

May Mean D. (. Lises.
1t was not possihle today to

when he wrote the proclamation. Com-
ditlons hers and at other points Im
the eouniry, where Government ae-

sidering the very
Presifent hints at as belng
his power to handle

The asuthority in tha Prasident's
hands forces to the front the use of
that authority at no late date for the
relief of two things that directly con-
cern the people and business life of
Washington, and the Federal and
District governmenis:

Improvement In the atrest rallway
| mervice, with plans for sdequats sqrv-
| lee In the future:

The breaking of freight embargoes

McKellar, Hitcheock., and |y.4 been prepared and wers resdy to and congestions that threaten Gov-
# know | he forwarded to the contrs-tors when ;ernmlnt and private business.
CRrry 1_h. joined the bomrd.

| Usited States Interests Vital Here.
The GCovernmant's vital concern In
h these huge problems In Wash-
ingtlon i not denied In ofMicial circles
anywhere. Commisalioner Brownlow,
in meveral aspeseches lataly. has re-
| ferred to Washington as belng “the

| {(Continued on Page 8, Column 8.

GAMBLING CALSE
OF COMLSHORTAGE

Speculation in coal last summer
largely brought about the coal ahort-
ages this winter, W. B. Colvar, of the
| Federal Trade Commission, testified
pefore the Senate coal inquiry today.

“Several times during the summer,”
Colver said, “cars of coal would pass
through the hands of five or asix
profitesers, each one ralsing the price
pame time = speculator would handle
the same car twice,

“Just before the President fxed
prices. 80 per cent of the folal coal
tonnAge Was contracted for at enor-
mously high prices, and then the coal
was not being delivered according to
contracts, but was sold at prices
above the excessive contract figurea”

ipn hed been

—
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Interference
With War Work Here May
Force President to Make

1

EDGAR D. SHAW,
Publisher.
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GERMANGF

NIGHT AIRRAID
ONU.S. CAMP

Vigilanoe of American Aerial
Patrol Prevents Enemy From

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY
IN FRANCE, Dec. 27—German air-
men tried o bomb the American
camp last might but were driven
away befors they resched their des-
tinaticn. -

This was the first time that the
Germans have made sm air attack
upon the Amerieans in France.

The Germans approached the camp
in the darkness of early evening, but

stralning his eyes cloudward.
pted rald ked the end of
e Christmas holiday festivities, during
which thousands of bags of mail from
homa had been distributed to the Ameri-

FIFTY OYSTERMEN

Ll

INATTEMPTED

{Who has been promoted from frst

Bating in the inky darkness was diffi-
ctill, but soma of them wenl on as|
though nothing had happened

Washington Boy Is
Promoted 2 Grades

ALBERT WALTON KENNER,
Of 1711 Seventeenth street northwest,

lisutenant to major by cardis of Gen-
eral Pershing, with whose forces
young Kenner served in Mexiro and
is now in France. - v

PERSHING PITS
0.C. MANUP
2 GRADES

"'t‘waﬁp b
thue T 1. £ i h
profoted. more than ome frade
Genera!l Perabi ¢a ih France,

Albert Waltos Kemner, graduate of
George Washlagton Univeraity, first
liewtenant in the Tweniyalxth In-
fantry, “regulars.” has been promoted
to major om the recommendation of
General Pershing. It was announced to-
day. Secand Lisutenant Archibald
Roosevelt has been promoted to cap-
tatn,

Eenner is the aon of H. W, Kenner,
of 1711 Sevetiteenth street northwest,
for forty years a druggist of this elty,
now in business at Seventsenth zad
Q strests northwest. He was com-
missioned a fOrat lirutenant and as-
sigued to the Twentysixth In Lhe |
summer of 1016 and saw service om
the burder from January to June of
this year, when his regiment was sent
to France as part of the first axpedi
tionary furee
Young Kenner recelved his early

- i — e e s

il

L l

:
i

£
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CAPTURED BY UKRAINIANS;
MAXIMALISTS ARE DISARMED

education at the Force and Adams!
Schools in this eity. He was grafua-|
aled from the National
Pharmaey in 1911*and from George|

in 1914
wi

For o yeur and s half he|
on the stail at the Emergency |
pital He is twentyeight yesrs|
old, and was born at Holyeke, Mass., |

TAKEH N BTTLE
ONPOESEREK|

a1
POPE'S CREEK, M4, Dec. 25—
Fifty men were captured after

more |
than sixty shots were fired by the
Maryland and Virginia water police,
patroling the oyster beds of the Pa-
tomac in the most spectucular rnid-l
made In the war on orstermen whao
invade oyster beds sel azlds by law
Word of thelr capture was brought
here today when the prisonera ware
arraigned at Bushwood wharf by
Magistrate James A. Stone, of Oakley. |
|

Md.

Following well-lald plans of severa)
waeks, the Tangier, manned by Capt |
William F. Murray, of Virginia, and
Capt. Matt Dally, In command of the
Major Murrey, of Maryland. se! upon
the oystermen near midmight youter- |
day as ths poachers were about to |
begin work.

A careful watch was made. Capt
Willlam F. Murray. with his crew of
four men heavily armed with rifles
and pistols, put to one aide of the|
firat four dredging boats discovered,

Capt. Matt Dally and his boat pro-
eceoded farther up the Fotomac and
came across {our other oyster dredg.
ers at work.

At a given signal the twa police
boats made for the oystermen, who |
were openly hreaking the laws of Vir |
ginia and Maryland. The oystermen |
In charge of the dredges, taken hy
surprise, gave orders 10 make [for
the ahore. |

Captaln Daily gave orders to open |
fAire upon the boats. He alrected the
gunfire at the bodies of the vemnwe| |
as he did not desire to injure any
of the Jawbreakers. he said today, in
relating his experience to & Times |
reprasenilative, |

"Wa riddled the boals with our
guna,” he declared. “No one wua hit,
as wa 4id not try to plck off any
of the men who were irying to get|
sway. We got fifty prisoners™

Elght oyster dredgers were cap-|
tured. Tha crews, sach conslating of |
fiva or six men and & capinin. were

| all made prisonera. They wers taken | gvaecral prace
| off a1t Bushwood Wharf and held cap-
| Uve there for hearing this morning. |indemnitien

But was brought to this city at thel
age of two monils where he has Hved |

evor since untll he begun his service|
in the army |

Archie Roossvelt is well known |
here, having attended school in thim|
wity for flve years while his father|
was in the White House He was
graduated from the Force Bchool, |
Massachuselis avenue and Seven-
teenth sireet, and fros

n the Friends |

Balect Bchool, In this ¢ Later he
attended p ry al at Gro-
ton, Mass, and went from thers o
Harvard

CERMANS CGEPT
BOLSHEV) PEACE
TERNS SAYSRADID

Dec. 25 A wiulu-:

STOCKHOLA,

| message, evidently sent out by Petro-|

grad, was pieked up today stating
that the rentral powers have accept-
#d in pripciple the peace terma of
the Bolshieviki

AMEBTERINAM, Diee. 27.—The Brest-
Litowak psuce conference between
| Corman snd Bussian delegates was
resumed Loday, according to Berlinm
dispatehes received here

Tha State |lwpartment sarly tnday
| waas withoat any information regnrd- |
ing = oew peace offer by the central
pawers

(inly presa cispatcheas had r“yhodl
officials These rame yvia Hussian and
Swedlsh points, and stated that at the
peace conference at Hresi-Litovek |
yesterday TCounl Caerpin. the Ausire-
Hunga*ian foreign miniater, male &
sim te the Husslan delegates

thie econtral mowera
Immadiatels to comoludd a
with all nationa on »
tasis of no forcible annsxationa and

Ahncuncing That

were readl)

College of | o
Washington University Medical School | al

|HOSTILE ARTILLERYING

The

Headquarters slevemth army bhes
50 been otcupled
Word recslved from Tomsk today
reported two dayy' fighting at
Irkkutsk with alternating success be-
tween tha Coscacks and military ca
dets on one hand and the Bolsheviki
garrison on the other.

Foreign Minister
telegraphed Ensign Krylenko, Bolshe
vikl commanderin-chief, urging him
to come to terma with the Ukrainiss
devisions so that the Kkrainlans and
Bolshevikl “might cut off Kaledine™

“This is & question of life and deats
for the revolution,” he mald. “New
sympathy has been manifested Dbe
tween the American imperialists and
Kaledine.”

NORTHEAST OF YPRES IS
REPORTED BY GEN. HAIG

LONDON, Dec. 27. —Some hostlle ar-
tillerying northeast of Ypres was ail
Field Marshal Haig reported from the
weat front today.

MOUNTAIN WALL HOLDS
AUSTRO-GERMANS BACK
FROM VENETIAN PLAINS

LONDON, Dec. 27.—Although the
Italians bave besan compelled to give
up two more fortifisd heights to the
Austro-Garman invaders, & mountais
wall five miles wide otill sebarntes
the Teutons from the northers bor
der of the rich Vemetian piain.

Advices from Rome today admitted
that the Italians had abandonsd Col
I'e] Hosso and Momts Valbelia in the
tace of savage Austro-German ai-
tacks, but they fell back to previous-
Iy fortified positions of ETeat
strength. X

The Austro-Cerman attacks, direct-
ed personally by Field al Baroa
Conrad Von Hootsendorfl. the Aus-
irian chisf of staff, wers out
by tremendous forces of troops sup-
ported by vast concenirations of as-
tillery. >

The Invaders are driviag down ths
Brenta valley In the direction of
Carpsna. but their witimate objactiva
s Hassano at the foot of the Vens-
tian Alpa.

The siruggle on the Aslage pia-
teau, which resuited in the eagtusg




