
German Baltic Fleet Starts Northward Full Speed, Berlin Announces

ATTACK

ISSISHIPS

EXPECTED BY

0FFKH1
f
' (Continued from First Page )

ties in Russia, have knAVn this for
many months. It Is the consensus of
Expert military opinion.

Even had there been no peace con-

ference at Brest-Lltovs- k, the Ger-

mans necessarily would have had to
valt until thla time to make an at-

tempt upon the Russian capital, be-

cause they could not do so without
fack Frost as their ally. There was
BO means of taking Dvlnsk. except
y utilizing the ice In the marshes.

Battleaeld Created.
As for Petrograd, the frost of the

jlrctlc winter has created a battle-
field for the Germans which could not
list In the summer. It Is no less

than the frozen Neva and Its vast
tnouth that flows past Kronstadt to
the Baltic. Fields of Ice cover the
Neva every winter.

One of the most popular and re-

munerative trolley lines In Petrocrad
Js that which Is laid poles, wires,
ties, steel rails, and all on the Neva
Ice, and which carries traffic length-
wise of the city during alx, winter
months.

Hundreds of thousands of acres of
this Icefield, strong enough to sup-
port the heaviest artillery and trac-
tors, environ Petrograd. All danger

f the Nea mines is removed. In-

stead of approaching Petrograd in
boats, carrying heavy naval guns and
Risking Russian submarines, nets, and
Mines, the Germans have only to
pledge their great gnns onto the Ice
from the Finland shore and draw
them toward Petrograd aa their line
advances.

BUSSIAN REGIMENT

JOINS GERMAN FORCES,

SAYS BERUN REPORT
I

BERLIN tvia London), Feb. 28.

The Fourth Esthonian Regiment
tolaced itself under German command,"
the Berlin official statement said to-P- v

-- t Minsk wp captured 2,000 ma-

chine guns and 50.000 rifles."

GERMAN OPERATIONS

ON THE RUSSIAN FRONT

CONFUSE EXPERT OPINION

COPENHAGEN, Feb. IE. Confllct-jo- r

lng Interpretations were placed upon
dvlces received here today aa to the

i;uman operations on the eastern
front

Apparently orders have been Issued
to the Germans to discontinue their
advance, but whether this pertained
to the whole front or to Individual
districts was not plain.

According to one- - report the Ger-
mans In the Pskoff district had been
ordered to halt their movements, but

'hether this was caused by the pros
pe-- t of fresh peace negotiations or
whether the Germans were waltlng
re was not clear

Pskoff lias been the scene of furl-u- s
fighting between the Germans

and detachments of Bolshevikl troops.
Russians, by work-

men, gave determined battle to the
bermanB In the Pskoff district and the
citv changed hands several times.

Field Marshal von Hlndenburg. the
German chief of staff, la said to have
cone to Dvinsk and to have ordered
m. cessation of hostilities In the sec
tlon between Mohilev and Vitebsk.
This Indicated that the discontinuance
of the German operations extends
over a considerable part of the front.

News of the new order following bo !

nosely upon the rumors of dUaen -

r ions between Berlin and Vienna and J

the report that Austria is balking
grains: a renewal of hostilities I
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against Russia aroused considerable
speculation here.

AMBASSADOR FRANCIS

AND OTHER DIPLOMATS

FLEE FROM PETROGRAD

By JOSEPH SIIAPLEV.
(Called Pre Staff Correipondent.)

PETROGRAD, Feb. 27 (Morning).
American Ambassador Francis left
Petrograd last night for Vologda, ac-

companied by the Japanese. Brazilian,
and Siamese enoys.

Vologda is the principal city of
the province of that name, 375 miles
east of Petrograd and 275 miles north
of Moscow. From this point, the em-

bassies can travel by rail either to
Archangel. 4C0 miles north, or to Mos-
cow, where they can take the trans-Siberia- n

railway to the Pacific coast.
The former place is and

practically untenable until late spring.
United Press dispatches have olready
intimated that Ambassador Francis
would go to San Francisco when he
left Petrograd. There is also the pos-
sibility he may remain at Vologda

rom other Interior point for some
time. The American embassy's affairs
are believed to be In the hands of
the Norwegian envoy. United Press
dispatches Tuesday said Francis was
taking steps in that direction.

Jltua Ta Destroy Railways.
The German Invaders are reported

to have advanced one station above
Pskoff. (Pskoff is IC2 miles south-
west of Petrograd. The next station
of any importance on the railway-leadin-

to the capital is Bielaja, fifty
miles nearer )

Retiring from Reval, 200 miles west
of Petrograd, the Russians are pre-
pared to destroy all railways and
asphalt roads as they fall back upon
the capital.

The loyal Cossacks are rushing
from the Don region toward Pskoff
to aid in the defense of Petrograd.

Partisan warfare on a serious scale
has broken out at Minsk (iOt rallei
southwest of Petrograd).

To Continue Advance.
Repljlng to Ensign Krylenko's

query as to why the Germarur ad-

vanced, in the face of Russia's ac-

ceptance of peace proposals, Gneral
IIoiTman replied that Germany would
continue to advance on the basis of
the German proposals defense of
Finland, Livonia. Kathonla and
Ukraine until peace is signed.

The Russian delegation arrived at
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Settling Up.
Let the 'Wedding Bella Ring

Had to Use Grab Scale

To Weigh Draftee;

He Registered 503 Lbs.

ST. PAUL. Feb. 23. Thomas
Wood, twenty-thre-e years old. Is
so big that when he was called
In for physical examination for
the draft yesterday he had to be
weighed on a grain scale at an
elevator.

The draft board's scale could
not register Wood's weight, and
two of the men had to repair to
the elevator with the draftee,
who tipped the scales at COS

pounds.
lie was rejected.

Brest-LItovs- k yesterday to renew the
peace conference.

Hoffman's repl ystrengthens the
belief of the Bolshexlkl that the
Germans do not intend to capture
Petrograd. Instead, It said they in-

tend to occupy a line from Narva
(100 miles west of Petrograd) to
Vitebsk (MO miles south of Petro-
grad) under the pretense of protect-
ing small nations.

Francis Star Go To Moscow.
State Department authorities In-

clined to think today Ambassador
Francis would go to Moscow, whero
he would be able to get

through Siberia leadtly.
He can use his own discretion, how-

ever, as to the best plan of action.
Apropos of Trancls' departure from

Petrograd, State Department officials
spoke highly today of his course in
the stormy days recently. Sent over
originally because of his business
ability, he was to further commercial
arrangements between the two na-
tions. Thn the Kerensky regime and
the Bolshevik! troubles followed.
Francis' life was threatened at arl- -

fous times, but alwajs he handled the
situation with true diplomacy and
often witli an unusual degree of
bravery.

SERBIAN CABINET QUITS,

REPORT FROM CORFU

LONDON, Feb. 28 The Serbian
cabinet has Tesigned, a dispatch from
Corfu said today.
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FOP GASWORKS

ARE PULVERIZED

BY U. S. GUNS

(Continued from First Page.)
you'll set me right, won't you?" he
began.

"I feel terribly dopey and want to
sleep all the time, but, an j way, here's
what happened:

"The Boche showed us all day he
had our range down fine. He dropped
shells first In the front, then in tbe
rear trenches. We felt that some-
thing was coming off.

"It was raining and the trenches
were mighty wet. Then It stopped
and the moon came out. In the early
part of the night it was quiet. Be-
tween 1 and 2-- o'clock a listening post
heard suspicious activity in the Ger-
man trenches and passed along the
alarm. Everybody at the post slg
caled for a barrage, but the wires
were cut.

Shell Lands Nearby.
"Then there was a terrific blast

and a flash across no man's land. 1

was in the poRt commander's dugout.
A shell landed within ten feet and
exploded, splintering the door.

"Gas and high explosives poured
Into the treneli. The cry of 'gas!'
arose as everybody grabbed their
masks.

"Ono man in our dugout couldn't
get his mask on. I can't recall hla
name now. He fell to tbe floor in
a sort of fit.

"I got my mask on quickly. Then
I wrestled with him trying to put
his mask on. In the tussel my mask
Bllpped and I got a little.

"The other man was clean crazy
with pain. I was unable to hold him
and he dashed out of the dugout. The
last I saw of him he was running
down the trench."

Coughs Violently.
Hado stopped, coughed violently.

and passed his hand before his face,
Then he asked:

"Where was I when I left off?"
"You were telling about the man

running down the trench."
"Oh, yes, but that's oil I know

about him. Before I had a chance
to do anything the Boche cut leose
with another batch of gas. It got
some who escaped the first.

"Then camo the German barrage.
it was plain hell. It lasted nearly
two hours. They poured everything
on us from the front to the rear.

"Everybody stuck in the dugouts.
Later. I came out of the dugout and
I guess I took off my mask too quick.
The gas hadn't cleared and her I
am.

"Our boys behaved fine, though.
There wasn't a nlgn of flinching. The
next tlm" it will be our turn to get
the Bocho."

Barrage Conn Too I.ate.
"It was tough that our artillery

didn't get our signal for a barrage,"
the private continued. "It might at
least have headed off the second gas
attack. Our wires, being cut, how-eve- r,

prevented this. There was no
time to send up a rocket until the
hell of the attack. When the barrage
did come it was a pippin, but it was
too late.

"There was neither noise nor con-
fusion in the trenches, despite the fact
that sucli bluff una new to everybody
there. The only noise was a wild
scream from the man who ran from
the dugout. I will never forget that
scream.

"My tin hat saved me. It has a
bad dent in It where a shell fragment
struck."

Spirit of Retaliation.
There Is a spirit of retaliation every

where. The front line trench, from
which the gas attack came, was defi-

nitely located yesterday, also another
cleverly camouflaged trench where
there are other minewerfera being
erected. The artillery has advised
pounding them with heavy artillery
Thursday.

Poor visibility, due to a mist and
rain, prevented any great artillery
fire Wednesday. American gunners

are still laboring under a handicap.
There are no- - American aeroplanes
here, and the number the French have
supplied is inadequate. Four German
planes flew leisurely over an impor-
tant village Tuesday, made observa-
tions at their pleasure, and then went
away before French planes arose to
give chase. German planes continu-
ally fly across the America . lines.

The United Press later learned the
finish of the private's story regarding
the man running down th- - trench de-

lirious with pain and suffocation.
Two Expected ta Die.

He ran bare-foote- d through the
communicating trenches, across the
fields and roads, to a village more
than a mile away. There he dorpped
unconscious. He Is believed to ba
among the dead.

The official casualties announced
are the tame as the United Press fig-

ures of Wednesday. One additional
gas victim was brought In late Wed-
nesday.

But two of those In the hospital will
probably die. They have only a fight-
ing chance. The others are expected
to recover. (

An Idaho private was the only one
able to talk. His case was slight,
but his story was Interrupted repeat-
edly by heavy coughing which passed
as he said "dopeyland."

JAPAN IS READY

TO SEND 200,000

IN TO SIBERIA

If America sanctions the movement,
Japan can have 200,000 troops In

Siberia within two weeks to protect
allied Interests and supplies. Shortly
thereafter 600,000 more men would be
available for service. It was stated
o nhlgh authority today.

Persons In close touch with the
diplomatic movements of the entente
allies here are Inclined to believe that
the allies have not had their eyes
closed to the Siberian situation and
that plans are already complete for
Japan to hurl her forces across the
Chinese Sea and Into Siberia to meet
an emergency that Is expected to, rise
shortly as a result of the resumption
of the war against the Russians by
Germany.

Japaa's Troops.
Japan has twenty divisions ln-ie- r

regular army with a peace strength
of 1O0OO to a division. The war
strength Is approximately 10.000 and
of these' 250,000 regulars It Is believed
that 00.000 are at Klao-Cho- now.

A substantial force Is stationed In
Corea and In the event of a Siberian
drive these troops will be used as
the nucleus of an expeditionary army.
Corea Is only eighty-on- e hours from
Japan by boat and a mobilization
them nf .TaDine.se troops could ba
effected without trouble or great de
lay, military men point

neaervra.
It Is estimated that Japan has

600,000 reserves subject to first call
to the colors. Humors hae been cur-

rent of their mobilization, but the
liave never been verified These

reserves have had military training
under the unlvernal service system of
Japan, and could be under arms. If
they have not already Deen cauea, in
a few weeks.

Japan's maximum military strength
Is not known, but It is believed that
it could mobilize a combat force for
Asiatic service of I .B00.00O. The sup-
ply problem would not be dlffleuTt, au-

thorities assert. Korea would be used
as the main base for the Japanese
forces. Munitions and food could be
shipped across to Korea In three or
four daya.

Other Bases.
Additional bases could be estab

llshed In northern Manchura and
China could be relied upon for food
and supplies. The difficulties In the
matter of transportation of men and
supplies would be so great for tho
Germans that It Is believed by the
allies that much could be accomplish-
ed by the Japanese In Siberia with a
much smaller force than Is necessary
for activities of any kind In tbe went.

GOVERNINTPLANS VARDAMAN WANTS

TO SEIZE GERMAN

DOCKS IN AMERICA

By DAVID LAWBENCE.
(Continued from First Page.)

many does not make herdeeds square
with her words when once peace ne-

gotiations are begun.
Orlgla of the Plan.

Tho plan had In a curious
way. Two big ships of the Hamburg-America- n

line now lying In Mexican
ports were sought by the United
States Shipping Board. Being In neu
tral ports, they could not be seized or
commandeered. So negotiations were
entered Into with agents of the Hamburg--

American line for the purchase
ef tho vessels. The latter set a very
high price for the ships but declared
that the money was needed to put the
docks and terminals In shape for the
resumption of business the very day
peace was declared. Also a fund was
to be established by the Hamburg-America- n

line to pay pensions to 1U

employes.
In other words, If the United States

Government agreed to the deal It
would be In effect helping" Germany
to keep her shipping organization In-

tact during the war and prepare
otherwise, too, for afterthe-wa- r

trade. Holding up the American Gov-

ernment for a high price had the op-

posite effect, however.
President Wilson himself took a

personal Interest In tbe matter, and
one-da- y last week dropped in at the
alien property' custodian's office to
find out about those docks and terra!
nal facilities. The result Is that the
stock of the German steamship lines
and the Atlas, Company, which owns
the Hamburg-America- line's build-
ing at 43 Broadway, will pass Into
the hands of the alien property cus-
todian, who will appoint a board of

hdlrectors to administer the properties.
Docks Now la Use.

Just now the docks are being used
by th,e War Department, having been
commandeered under general author
ity of Congress wnen war was d

and the offices of the
line are being oc

cupied under the same statute by the
Navy. But when tne war Is over,
that authority ceases, and under the
terms of the trading with the enemy
act. property owned by Germans
either can be returned to their own-
ers or otherwise disposed of as Con-
gress may Indicate.

Should the alien property custodian
decide to sell any German property
and give the money to the owners, he
can do so, but In all probability Con-
gress will be asked specifically to
authorize the sale of tho big docks
and facilities. And a request by
President Wilson to have such a sale
would undoubtedly be granted.There-for- e

It would sot be surprising to find
that even before the war is ended, the
big terminal facilities will pass per-
manently into the hands of the Uni-

ted States Shipping Board or private
concerns composed of American citi-
zens).

Thus Is America already using not
merely her military resources, but
her economic power to bring home to
the German people that only by set-
ting up a government that can be
trusted hereafter to keep the peace
can they be assured of an opportunlty
to recoup their Immense financial
losses entailed by the Hohenzollerns'
war.

RULES ON COMMANDEERING.
The War Department has decided

that all commandeering orders --must
be passed upon by the priorities
board of the Council of National De-

fense, and subsequently examined and
ratified as to their legality by the
judge advocate general's ofSce. mhls
ruling Is the result or confusion In
the past over conflicting command-
eering orders from various branches
of the War Government.

Mm IT TO

TAKE D.C. PHONES

Senator Vardaman of Mississippi,
member of the Senate Postoffices
Committee, declared himself today in
favor of the permanent Government
ownership and operation of the tele-
phone lines In the District of

Senator Vardaman said he did not
favor any temporary proposition, ana
did not see why tho Government
should take over the lines for the
war period to benefit the corporation
owning the property.

If .ho question of taking over the
lines goes to the Postoftrce Commit-
tee, Senator Vardaman will work for
permanent ownership. However, the
Postofflce Committee Is strongly
conservative, and it Is doubtful
whether a majority of the committee
can be mustered for a proposition to
authorize Government ownership or
control.

APTAL WOMAN

ARRESTED AS SHE

LIMS HOSPITAL

Discharged from a hospital In Har-
risonburg. V-a- after having recov-
ered from the effects of twenty-fou- r
grains of bichloride of mercury tab-
lets, Mrs. Gertrude K. Lloyd Klrby.
twenty-thre-e years old, wife of
Thomas R. Klrby. of Tlmbervllle. Va,
was arretted for the local authorities.
She will be brought here 'tomorrow
by Headquarters Detective String-fello- w

to answer to the charge of
violating a parole given her by Judge
Covington, of the District Court, fol-
lowing her Indictment In January.
191 C. on the charge of grand larceny.

The arrest of Mrs. Klrby here In
1917 grew out of & complaint mad
by Mrs. Phoebe Howell, 729 Gresham
place northwest, who charged her
with stealing articles from her home.
Mrs. Klrby was at that time employ-
ed by Mrs. Howell.

According to a dispatch from Har-
risonburg, Mrs. Klrby had a disagree-
ment with a man known as Harry
Thorpe at Mt. Jackson, Va, a week
ago and swallowed poison. She was
removed to the Harrisonburg hospital
and through prompt administering of
antidotes, recovered.

BUSH CAPTURE

24 MEN, 4 GUNS

IN 10 RAIDS

LONDON, Feb. 2S. At Greenland
Hill, north of the Scrape, British
troops in a successful raid during the
night captured twelve Germans and
a machine gun. Field Marshal Halg
reported today.

British raldera In Houthulst forest
brought back twelve prisoners and
three machine guns.

The enemy's artillery was active
near Havrlncourt wood and south of
the Scrape. During the early part of
the night. Haig reported, there was an
artillery duel east of Tpres.

OWNERSHIP

OF UTILITIES

IN D. C. WINS

SEN. OWEN

By BILL PTIICE.
"I will most assuredly support any

measure In Congress for Government
ownership of telephone lines In tho
District of Columbia," said Senator
Owen of Oklahoma today. In discuss-
ing the local utilities problem wlta.
The Times representative.

"Moreover, I think that the street
railway lines, electric light and pow-
er and gas should be taken over by
the Government. When the question
of ownership of local utilities gets
before Congress I Intend to spealc
upon many phases of It.

"Washington should be a .model
city In tbe operation of public utili-
ties. To make It so Government
ownership is tbe only solution. Tho
great trouble with private ownership
is that It looks at everything from,
the standpoint of profit wnlle tho
Government would operate from the
standpoint of the best service at tha
least expense.

City Should B Model.
"The utter selfishness of private

operation Is too apparent at all times.
The Interests of the 'public never
weigh against the eternal view of
profits for dividends. I am stating
this as a geenral proposition, and not
aa directed to any particular local
corporation.

"I do know, however, that wash
Ington has for months been compelled
to put up with notably bad service
from some of the local utilities, and
that the Government, with its eye oa
Improvement and' service, would un-
doubtedly be able to better this; and
direct Itself toward splendid system
of public service that would serve aa
models for the world."

The fight In Congress for ownership
of telephones by the Government Is
expected to becoma lively after tha
answer Is sent to the Senate by Post
master General Burleson aa to his
reasons for offering to take over the
local telephone line. The answer la
being written by subordinates of Mr.
Burleson under his direction.

It was expected for some time that
the sentiment In Congress In behalf
of Government ownership or operation
of the street railway lines In this" city
would receive Impetus through the
answer the Publlo Utilities Commis-
sion la to send to tha resolution of.
Senator Jones making searching In-

quiry as to street car conditions ami
seeking a recommendation as to what
should be done to Improve service.
The expectation will not become
reality at this time.

Commissioner Brownlow favors a
atralghtout response for Government
ownership, although pointing .out tho
steps being taken through John A.
Beeler and his experts to bring about
Improvement. Commissioner Gardi
ner wouio. not oojecb 10 government
ownership If there was any certainty
that the District Is to remain voteless.

Fears Machine CentraL
Should the District be given suf-

frage he fears that government
ownership wonld bring about politi-
cal manipulation and machine meth-
ods. He will not, therefore. Join In
recommending that the street rail-
ways be put under the government.
He will suggest other methods.

Each commissioner will express his
views to committees . of Congress
when ownership of Washington street
railways gets before that body.

DrinkAmerican
Table Beverages
Eveiy fitn shipping is
needed to supply our m
soldiers in France. --- H

Instant Postum
Is Made In America of
pure American products
Its delicious, coffee-lik- e
Tlavor immediately attracts
and it is economical.
Used by tens of thousands for
years in place of coffee.

"There's a Reason f


