
Congress Ditiday
Issues aid Purposes of the War in Testimony Before the Honse

Ways and Means Committee Taxation to "Win the War"

Against Foreign Foes With the Incidental Conquest of Onr Worst

Foes at Hoae The Issue of Qass Against Class Agrarian-is- m

Against Plutocracy for fifty Recorded Generations The

Purpose of War Taxes on Luxuries Getting Rich or Poor

Quick in Oil Unfettered Speech in the Senate "Rehabilita-

tion" in the House What "Sedition" is Attempting in Spite of

Indictment in Northwestern Politics District of Columbia Bills.

The Fate of "National Resources."

By W. V.

Mr. KItch!n8 Ways and Means Com

mittee met aain yesterday morning;
in its public hearing room in the
House Office Building its "throne
room" which is as imposing when the
Xull committee is in session as any
royal or Imperial throne room needs
to be when destiny U beinc decided.

That is what the committee Is cer-

tainly dome or attempting. It is
undertaking, first of all. to decide
destiny for a hundred million people
in the Continental United States and
we have been often told, for a much
greater number in Europe who must
readjust boundaries, decide their dis-

putes of the last two or thre genera-

tions, dethrone several of their reign-

ing families, and decide finally all
questions about a 'place in the sun"
for everybody before the fighting

stops.

ah this Is certainly before the com

rnlttce when It begins undertaking to

decide how much our taxes must be
in order to finance It. Later, a

,nmni.i. y,m. sent down from the
Treasury, may give the committee the
benefit of the best information iron,
international experts who count in
hiuinnn with utmost ease. In the
Meantime, the committee Is offering

the American public every oppor-nnlt- v

to aav what It thinks ought to

be done. It Is now clear enough that
for reasons of its own. or without
them, the American public Rill not
use the opportunity. There is no evi-

dence of crowding to the hearing..
Those who may be expected are either
renresentaiives of great contending
class Interests or of extensive indus

trial and commercial interests, rrora
these, however, by their sudden con-

trasts, or by Incidental flashes of def-

inition, there may be
revelations before the committee of

those realities, which though they

must disclose themselves in events

with accumulated force If uncontroll-
ed, all see now either unwilling to

face or afraid to think of long
enough to explain and define even If

the only chance of escape from the
Ultimate Worst depends on doing so

flash ofThere was an unexpected
definition yesterday from Mr. . i.
Spalding, of Kew Tork. He noted In

his tesUmony what the Secretary of

the Treasury had said of throwing
the burden of war taxes on luxuries,

and doubted If many articles in which

he dealt could be classed strictly as
luxuries. Chairman Kitchln said that
while not necessarily luxuries, they

could not be classed with food and
clothing among the "necessaries of
life."

Mr. Spalding conceded this. He ad-

mitted that they were fairly objects

of war taxation when the purpose
was to raise the largest amount of
re enuc.

Then be made an Issue. He argued
that In th'e taxation of luxuries or of
all articles not absolutely necessary

for sustaining life, we may suppose

that the object of the taxation Is not
to abolish the business, not to pre-

vent the use of the article in ques- -

BYAKS.
tlon, not to carry out revolutionary
changes, as when State bank notes
were taxed out of circulation during
the civil war. but to raise the largest
amount of money from those who
can best afford to pay the tax, with
the least inconvenience and disturb-
ance to all concerned, including the
taxpayers as well as the public

As Mr. Spalding was testifying on
sporting and "athletic goods.' this
summarizes his definition or general
use Instead of reporting his testi-
mony in detail. By way of contrast
this is an exact quotation from the
summary of his testimony, as reduced
to manuscript by Mr. Benjamin C
Marsh, secretary of the farmers' na
tional committee on war finance. "Bil- -
lionaireism Is almost as great a men-
ace as kalserism. Our Immediate

j task Is to exterminate kalserism, but
I it would bo consummately foolish to

exorcise one evil spirit and breed
others." The rest Is an argument for
taxing "evil spirits" off the earth.

This, as a definition, presents to the
committee by Its contrast with the
definition of Mr. Spalding an underly-
ing Issue of the war, of taxation to
win the war, of how long the war Is
to continue, and when peace Is to be
possible, if at all.

Here and in Europe, the Issue with
the enemy abroad Is Involved with is-

sues between enemies at home, which
in the particular case of agrarlanism
against plutocracy, have a history of
mortal struggle which can be traced
through written records Tor at least
fifty generations. Mr. Kitchin's com-
mittee Is to decide the cost, if such
an issue Is to be Eettled by "ex-
haustion," before either class, or any
class, gives up the opportunity of war
as the decisive factor in enabling the
"fittest to survive." The witness.
however, on the subject of " exhaus
tlon," was Mr. Walter E. Kelley, of
Kew Tork, president of an oil com
pany with holdings In Oklahoma, He
referred to the exhaustion of taxable
resources in a given field. His testi-
mony bore on the present method of
taxing otl leases, which he considered
unfair, becaus of the certainty of
final "exhaustion" of all oil wells,
even when they are highly successful.
Rich in detail, as all the witnesses
are, the witness found the usual dif
ficulty in getting his extensive knowl
edge to focus. Mr. Kitchln helped him
out. "In the oil business." he said,
"you get rich mighty quick or poor
mighty quick " "That about sums it
up, Mr. Chairman," said the witness.
It seems also to sum up war pros-
perity in general, as Mr. Marvin of
the Boston Home Market Club has in-

formed the committee that "war is the
best protection."

Hon. Albert Johnson, member of the
House from Washington, gave
committee an explanation of bis bill
for settling the vexed question of
newspaper and magazine postal rates
with the question of a'war tax on ad-
vertising involved in the question of
the postal rate. The first principle of
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a postal rate In peace or war, how-
ever. Is (hat It should be a charge
only for the service rendered, with
no other question than of whether it
Is a fair charge.

The House listened to an address
from Mr. Miller, of Minnesota, who
gave It much information on the num-
ber of arrests made In the Northwest
in the attempt to suppress the "Non-Partis-

League." It appears that
farmers Joining the organization are

the "old parties" in large
numbers, attempting to form a jew
party, which if successful, woud leave
few "sitting mepibers" from the
Northwest in place. Mr. Miller argued
that the purpose Is seditious and that
the organization gives aid and com
fort to the enemy.

After debating the "rehabilitation
bill" for maimed until 3
o'clock, the House adjourned until
Monday noon, with the great Con-
gressional baseball game In Immediate
prospect. The Republicans won by
the ominous score of "19 to S.

The Senate adjourned about the
same time perhaps not so much from
intrest In baseball as because Senator
Lawrence Y. Sherman of Illinois had
announced that he would not be able
to conclude his remarks begun Friday
"until a late hour." Senator Sherman
had the floor at adjournment Friday,
for the purpose of making his last un-

fettered speech In view of the possible
adoption of the alleged "gag" of the
Underwood resolutions, changing the
Senate rules. He resumed yesterday
and will resume again on Monday. At
he has noted the failure of Washing-
ton newspapers to report Congression
al oratory, the present reporter who Is
much Interested, can only faintly sug
gest an outline of his speech by
stating that It has already covered
most subjects of vital Interest in and
out or American history while ap
parently he has not yet reached
"thirdly."

lie was sympathetically Interrupted
by Senator Galllnger and others, who
Introduced Into the Record the sus-

picion that the President plotted
with Senator Underwood to "muzzle
the Senate, when, as Senator Galllnger
has previously stated, the "Congres
slonal Record Is the only uncensorcd
publication in America." Messrs
Smoot and Myers encased with others
yesterday in a prolonged debate on
"censoring" it by keeping out of it pe-- !
tltions, resolutions, memorials and
newspaper editorials. Of course. Sena- -
tor Myers was finally granted unanl

j mom consent to print what his
wish to have printed, regard-

less of cost, as other Senators do. It
was a formidable set of resolutions

' from Missoula county. Mont., demand-
ing the expulsion of the Hohcnzollern
and Hapsburg families from Kurope.

Senator Smith of Michigan intro-
duced resolutions, expressing deep

! sympathv. Ith Colonrl Itoo;eveH's fa-- i
vorite "Jugoslavs."' with airurances
of support in their determination to

jhaie home rule, and independent gov
'ernments. This Is what the Repub
lican party under Blaine used to de
mand for Ireland, until Blaine Re
publicans were first called "Jingoes '

Senator Fletcher Introduced a bill
authorizing the President to take over
all radio stations needed for war pur-
poses, with control over all others.

District of Columbia bills, pre
viously reported as approved by the
Senate District of Columbia Commit-
tee, reported to the Senate, In-

cluding the bill for the "two-platoo- n

'system" In the fire department, with
amendments recommended by the Dis-

trict Commissioners.
The Senate debated and put over for
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Calls Herself Insane,

Then Tries to End Life,

Jnst for Excitement

INDIANAPOLIS. Ind June 0.

She wanted thrills that never
came In the humdrum life she led,
so Miss Blanche nineteen
years old. went down to thJ po-

lice station and swore out an af-

fidavit charging herself with be-

ing insane, following It with an
attempt to kill herself.

Miss Messera Is now. in the city
hosplt&l recovering and sighing
for more thrills.

In making out her affidavit.
Miss Messera used the name of a
friend, who exposed her plot. The
joung girl says she likes the ex-

citement It affords.

'further consideration a bill of great
Importance It authorizes mining
operatipns under the lease system on
all Indian reservation. It belongs to
the same series of bills as the "price- -

Axing bill" now before the Senate
Committee on Mines and Mining; the
water power bill, to which the House
Committee on Water Pow cr ga e fur
ther consideration yesterday; the Ni
agara bill now before the House For-
eign Affairs Committee, and the oil
and coal lands leasing bill alread
passed by the House. A these bills
include what is left of the country's
resources, the author of "Alice In
Wonderland" sums up the difference
between first and second thought:
"He thought he saw a banker's clerk
descending from a bus. He looked
again, and saw it was a

If tills should stay to dine, he
said, there'll be little left for us."

WIN URGED I
MOBILIZE AT FOOD

SHOWPRELIIVIINARY

N'E WTORK. June 0 Morn than
COO house wlifi who are interested in
the food conservation campaign at-

tended a meeting of the National
league for Women s Service at the
Kltz-Carlt- Hotel, n forerunner of
the Food Show which the organization
will stage In Grand Central Palace
from June H to the 22d.

Mlsi Sophia de Carey, who trail In
Belgium during the first part of the
war and assisted In caring for the
refugees and soldiers, urged the
women present to buckle to and help
win the war bj doing whateur the
could. She said that the reason Ger-
many had been able to push on and
on was brcousn the whole nation,
men, noratn, and children, were mo-
bilized for war. "The American men
are now going over to light." she said
"and that part of the mobilization
of this nation Is looked after but
there are the women and children to
get Into line before the war can be
won and the Germans' advance

Miss de Carey also urged the
of more war gardens. She said

the women of this country have threequestions to ask themselves. These
are How much can I give mv coun
try How much do I absolutely need
for my children" How little can I
possioiy live on myself until this war
is over?"

Arthur Willlamx, local Food Ad-
ministrator, explained that war gar-
dens will be shown at the Conserva
tlon Food Show. Another feature will
be the use of substitutes.

BRITISH WAR COUNCIL SOON.
LOKDON. June 9 The Imperlsl War

Cabinet conference, announced some-
time ago, will be held shortly, It was
stated today Attending will be rep-
resentatives from Canada. Australia-Ne-

Zealand South Africa New-
foundland and India
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i FAILURE

SAYS A1Y EXPERT

"Germany's first campaign of
frightfulness against the United
States has been a dismal failure,'
said an army officer who has Just re
turned from tho western" front. This
officer was In Paris when the seventy-nc-mil- e

gHin first went Into action,
and he came through the submarine
zono while the submarine raiders
were off the Atlantic coast the first
week of their best operations.

"The submarine raids on America
have come to stay' continued the of-

ficer, "but the will have no more
military effect than have the arrial
raids on Great Britain and the long-rang- e

bombardments of French peo-

ple a,t their prajera. All the navy ra

and anvone who ha been
watching the development of the

had been awaiting the appear-
ance of submarine raiders off this
coat for months. It was simply a
matter of development. Klther the
submarines must be built with a
ruining radius of 10.000 miles, some

base must be established close to thi
tlantlc seaboard, or mother ships

must sccompany them It
to come. Which of the three

is thi secret, we do not know, but It
is probably the development ot tnt
'.ong-ran- submarine.

"Accomplished Little."
"But what have they accomplished?

Sank a few tankers, took one mer-

chant ship, and poilbly may have
sunk the Cyclops with all on board.
Granting that, It would mean that
Germany has been ab!e to destroy
one cargo of manganese and a few
live In three months' effort and with
certain losses and waste of men. ma
tcrlal, and money. The parallel
with the air raids on cities and the
sernl-ftc-mll- e gun Is exactl the
same. It took the long-rang- e gun
two days of constant, Incesyant bom-

bardment to destroy twenty people,
with little of the terriblo moral ef-

fect that might at firt be supposed
to accompany It. Those shells
dropped Into rarl at almost regular
Intervals, but they were like light-
ning bolts out of the clear sky. They
gave no more warning than If the
victims had been stricken with heart
disease perhaps fifteen seconds.
They, of course were a military fal'- -
ure so rar as arreciing tne morale
of the French people, tliev only made
France more determined than ever. If
such a thing were possible. Two
years of air raids on Britain have de-

stroyed less than two thoti.anJ-l- cj
Another rank military failure

"Air raids on our coast are not at
all impossible or improbahie We
har that the Germans have a sub-
marine airplane to launch from the
vessel: that Is. of rourse. possible and
probable, but what can it accom-
plish? It would take a submarine at
least an hour to get an airplane out
of her hold and assemble It on the
water, iiid they would have to havo
clear weather. The airman would he
able to make a flicht and posslblv
drop ,i f"w bombs, hut his ihanro of
returning to his vessel would be
small Certalnlv he would not be
ahlo to ilo it in the dijtinje with the
deslroers and patrol moving up and
down His rhinres at nli;ht would be
one In ten million The airplane, of
course, would be lost. The submarine
would stand about one chance out of
fifty In ljlne off the coast long enough
for assembling the plane and then
waiting for the airman to return.

Cannot Knirr Port.
"The submarine undoubtedly will

come from time to time, bnt they can-

not enter a port, for reasons very well
known. Their first appearance has
been a military failure, but a most
excellent thing in molding the deter-
mination of the people of this country
to carry to the successful end the war
against a cowardly, dastardly em
peror who believes In warfare on
helpless women and children '

Tkr per capita weekly consnratUn
f potatoes In (.ennany la 16 qnartatiT

In Anatna-llongary- , H qnartai while
In Ike fulled Stairs It ! enly S.3.

DUTCH SHIPS QUIT.
AMSTERDAM, June 9. As a result

of what'ls now believed to have been
the torpedoing of the Dutch hospital
ship Konntngen Regentes. the Rotterdam-
-Lloyd Company today announced
suspension of service. '
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PERSHING TELLS HEN

TO WRITE TO FOLKS

General Pershing has appealed tothe men of the American expedition-ary forces to write home, according
to the statement from the War De-partment today. "To write home reg-
ularly and frequently, to keep In
touch with one's family and friends.Is on of the soldier's most Important
duties," Pershing's appeal to the men
said.
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We'll gladly give you an open account here, charg-
ing any purchases at these plainly marked prices, and
arranging small weekly or monthly payments that
will suit your circumstances. For cash or a settle-
ment in 30 days we always allow a discount of 10 per
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