Synopsis of Preceding Chapters.

for Ana, a learned scribe, and takes him into his palace at

PRIN(‘.E SETI, heir to the throne of Egypt, forms a strong liking

Tanis as his private librarian.

While walking through the city

they see an old Hebrew slave brutally slain by an Egyptian captain.
The slain man's daughter, Merapi. known for her beauty as “Moon of
lerael,” appeals to Seti, who promptly orders the captain beheaded.
In Pharaoh's court the next day two prophets of Israel demand the

release of their people.
his land.

vestigate the tales of injustice to the Hebrews.

When Pharaoh refuses they curse him and
At Seti's request his father sends him into Goshen to in-

With him, lest he be

too tender-hearied. is sent his cousin, Amenmeses.
To insure the roval succession Pharaoh commands the marriage

of Prince Seti with hiz half-sister, Princess Userti.

Bakenkhonsu and

Ki, wise men of the court, warn the Prigce of impending dangers in

hiz migsion among the Hebrews,

and Ana coats of mail and swords for their protection.

Accordingly the Princess gives Seti

For eight

davs the Prince’s Court of Inquiry listene to the story of wrongs done

the lsraelites.
lost and hurt.

In the desert one evening Seti and Ana find Merapi
They bring her home, thereby awakening the jealousy

of Laban, her betrothed since childhood.
Fancying Seti has desecrated their holy temple a band of Hebrews

attempt to murder him on his homeward journey.
by Merapi, whom he takes with him to the palace.

His life is saved
Pharaoh desires

to punish the Hebrew nation with death or more grievous enslave-
ment, but Seti objects, and the matter is left for the next council

to decide.

To prove the supremacy of Jahveh, Merapi undergoes a test in
the temple, which resuits in the downfall of the god Amon. At the
meeting of the council Seti refuses his consent to the massacre of

the Hebrews
the throne.

Pharaoh deposes him and makes Amenmeses heir to
Then Pharach suffers a stroke.

That night Pharaoh dies suddenly and Seti departs for Memphis,

where he lives quietly with Ana &nd Merapi.

Userti refuses to ac-

company him and remains behind in the palace, where Amenmeses
is later crowned Pharach. During the coronation cerembnies the two
Hebrew prophets again force their way into the hall, causing great

confusion.

Again the Israelites are refused their liberty.

Setf and Merapi, confident that they have been lovers in past
ages, believe themselves brought together now by a higher power.

Meanwhils many strange things are happening in Egypt.

of the Nile are turned to bilood.

The waters

All Egvpt save the house of Seti suffers from other dreadful
plagues. Bakenkhonsu arrives with 2 message from Pharaoh and

remains, feigning iliness.

Ki also, having broken with Pharaoh, begs

to be allowed to share {fle home where Seti lives so happily with

Merapi and thelr little son.

CHAPTER XIV. (Continued) Ki Comes to Memphis.

HERE was a long silence,
I which Ki broke by saying:
“Why seek that from Ana

which Ki himself is eager to give?
Ana is learned, but is-his heart the
heart of Ki? Above all. why tell
him that Ki, the humblest of your
-gervants, is your enemy?”

Now Merapi straightened herself,
looked into his eyes, and answered:
“Have I told Ana aught that he did
not know? Did not Ana hear the
last words ‘you said to me in the
temple of Amon at Tanis?

“Doubtless he heard them, lady,
and therefore I am glad that he is
here to hear their meaning. Lady
Merapi, at that moment 1, the Bac-
rificer to Amon, was filled—not
with my own spirit, but with the
angry spirit of the god whom you
had humbled as never before had
befallen him in Egypt. The god
through me demanded of you the
secret of your magic, and promised
you his hate if you refused, Lady,
you have his hate, but mine you
have not, since 1 also have his hate
because I, and he through me, have
been worsted by your prophets.
Lady, we are fellow-travellers in
the Valley of Trouble.”

She gased at him steadily, and I
could see that of all that passed his
lips she believed not ome word.
Making no answer to him and his
talk of Amon, she asked only:

“Why do you come here to do me
il who have done you none?”

“You are mistaken, lady,” he re-
plied. I come here to refuge from
Amon, and from his servant Pha-
raoh. whom Amon drives on to ruin.
1 know well that, if you will it, you
can whisper in the ear of the
Prince and presently he will put
me forth. Only then"—— and he
looked over her head to where the
pnurse stood rocking the sleeping
child.

“Then what, magician?”

Giving no answer, he turned to
me.
“I.earned Ana. do you remember
meeting me at Tanis one night?”

1 shook my head, though I
guessed well enough what night he
meant.

“Your memory weakens, learned
Ana. or. rather, is confused, for we
met often, did we not?"

Then he stared at the staff in his
hand. 1 stared also, because I
could not help it, and saw, or
thought T saw, the dead wood be-
gin to swell and curve. This was
enough for me and | said hastily:

“If vou mean the night of the
coronation, I do recall"——

“Ah' I thought vou would. You,
learned Ana, who like all scribes
observe =o closely. will have noted
how little things—such as the scent
of a flower, or the passing of a bird,
or even the writhinz of a snake in
the dust——often bring back to the
mind events or words it has for
gotten long Ag0 ¥ .

"Well—what of our meeting?" 1
broke In hastily.

“Nothing at all—or only this
Just hefore it vou were talking
with the Hebrew Jabez, the lady
Merapi’s uncle, were you not?”

“Ves | was talking with him in
an open place. alone.”

“Not so, learned Seribe, for yon
know “we are never alone—quile
Could you but see it, every grain
of sand has an ear.”

“Be pleased to explain, O Ki.”

“Nav, Ana, it would be too long,
and short jests are ever the best
As T have told you, you were not
alone, for though there were some
words that I did not catch, 1 heard
much of what passed belween yonu
and Jahez.”

“What did vou hear? 1 asked
wrathfully. and next insiant wished
that I had hitten through my tongne
before itpshaped the words

“Much, much l.et me think.
You spoke abou! the lady Merapi.
and whether she would do well to
hide a! Memphis in the =hadow of
the Prince, or 1o retuarn 1o Ga<hen
inio the gshadow of a vertain—1 for
get the name. Jabez, a wellin

structed man, said he thought that
ghe might be happier at Memphis,
though perhaps her presence there
would bring a great sorrow upon
herself and—another.”

Here again he looked at the
child, which seemed to feel his
glance, for it woke up and beat the
air with its little hands.

The nurse felt it, also, although
her head was turned away, for she
gtarted and then took shelter be-
hind the bole of one of the palm
trees. Now Merapi said in a low
and shaken voice:

“l] know what you mean, Magic-
jan, for since then | have seen my
Uncle Jabez.”

“As T have also, several times,
lady, which may explain to you
what Ana here thinks so wonderful,
namely, that | should have learned
what they sald together when he
thought they were alone, which, as
I have told him, no one can ever
be, at least in Egypt, the land of
listening gods”—— .

“And spying sorcerers!™ ‘I Bx-
claimed.

——"And spying sorcerers,” he
repeated after me. “and scribes
who take notes, and learn them by
heart, and priests with ears as
large a8 asses, and leaves that
whisper—and many other things.”

“Cease your gibes, and say what
von have to say,” said Merapl, in
the same broken voice.

He made no answer, but only
looked at the tree bhehind which
the nurse and the child had van-
ished.

“Oh! 1 know, I know!” she ex-
claimed in tones that were like a
ery. “My child is threatened! You
threaten my chfild becanse you hate
me."

“Your pardon, lady. It is true
that evil threatens this royal babe,
or 59 I understood from Jabez, who
knows so much. But it is not I
that threaten it, any more than I
hate vou, in whom [ acknowledge
a8 fellow of my craft, but one
greater than myself that it is my
duty to obey.”

“Have done!
ment me?”

“Can the priests of the Moon-
goddess torment Isis, Mother of
Magic, with their pravers and of-
ferings? And can 1 who would
make a prayer and an offering”"——

“What prayer, and what offer-
ing?

“The prayver that you will suffer
me to shelter in this house from
the many dangers that threaten me
at the hands of Pharaoh and the
prophets of your people, and an
offering of such help as I can give
by my arts and knowledge against
hlacker dangers which threaten—
another.”

Here once more he gazed at the
trunk of the tree beyond which I
heard the infant wall

“If 1 consent, what
asked, hoarsely

“Then, lady, 1 will strive to pro-
teet a certain little one against a
curse which Jabez tells me threat-
ens him and many others in whom
runs the blood of Egypt. 1 will
strive, if I am allowed to bide here
—I1 do not say that 1 shall succeed,
for as your lord has reminded me.
and as vou showed me in the tem-
ple of Amon, my strength is smaller
than that of the prophets and
prophetesses of lsrael ™

“And if 1 refuse?™

Why do you tor-

then?" she

“Then, lady,” he answered in a
voice that rang like iron. “l am
sure that one whom von love—as
mothers love—will ghortly be
rocked in the arms of the god
whom we name Osiris"

“Stay,” she cried and, turning,
fled away.

“Why, Ara, ghe iz gone,” he said.
“and that before | could barzain
for my reward. Well, this 1 must
find in your company. How strange

are women, Ana'! Here vou have
one of the greatest of her sex, as
you learned in the temple of Amon.
And yet «he opens beneath the sun

nf hope and shrivels beneath the
<shadow of fear, like the touched

leaves of that tender plant which
grows upon the banks of the river:
she who, with her eyves set on the
mystery that is beyond, whereof
ghe hears the whispering winds,
should tread both earthly hope and
fear beneath her feet, or make of
them siepping stones (o
Were she a man she would do so,
but her sex wrecks her, she who
thinks more of the kiss of a babe
than of all the splendors she might
harbor in her brfast. Yes, a babe,
a single wretched little bhabe. You
had one once, did you not, Ana?”

“Oh!
you and your gvil talk,” I sald, and
left him.

When | had gone a little way, I
looked back and saw that he was
laughing, throwing up his staff as

he laughed, and catch- 44
ing It again. e
“Bet and his fires,” !
he called after me. “1 °
wonder what they are
like, Ana. Perhaps
one day we shall
learn, you and I to
gether, Scribe Ana”

8o Ki took up his
abode -with us, in the
same lodgings as Bak-
enkhonsu, and almost
every day 1 would
meet them walking in
the garden, gince 1.
who was of the
Prince’s table, except
when he ate with the
lady Merapi, did not
take my food with
them. Then we would
talk together about
many subjects,

It was after this
that the plague struck
the cattle of Egypt,
so that tens of thou-
sands of them died, though
not all, as was reporied. But,
as | have sai® of the herds
of Seti none died, nor, ag we
were told. did any of those
of the Israelites in the land
of Goshen. Now

theéere was
great distress in Egypt. but
Ki smiled and said that he
knew it would bd so  and
that there was much worse
to come,

But still Pharao’, would not
let the Hebrews go, perbaps
because he had vowed as
much to Meneptah who set
him on the throne. or per-
haps for those ather reasons, or
one of them, which Ki had given to
the Prince.

Then eame the

curse of sores
afflicting man. woman and child
throughout the land, save those
who dwelt in the household of Setd
Thus the watchman and his family
whose lodge was withoat the zates
suffered. but the watchman and his
family who lived within the gates
not twenty paces awav, did not
siffer, which caused bhitterness he
tween their women. In the same
way Ki, who resided as a guest of
the Prince at Memphis, uffored
from no sores, whereas those of his
college who remained at Tanis
were more heavily smitten than

any others, so that some of them
died. When he heard this Ki
laughed and said that he had tola
them it would he so.

Also l"har;anh himself and even
her Highness U'sert] were smitten,
the latter upon the cheek., which
made her unszightly for a while
Indeed, Bakenkhonsu heard, 1 know

not how, that so great was her
rage that she even bethought her
of returning to her lord Seti, in
whose house she had learned peo-
ple were safe, and the beauly of
her successor, Moon of Israel. re-
*mained unscarred gnd was even

greater than before, tidings that |
think Bakenkhonsu
veyed to her.

I]inlr\n “ onn-
But in the end this
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glory. *

to Bet and his fires with -

her pride, or her jealousy, prevent-
ed her from doing.

Now the heart of Egypt began
to turn toward Seti in good earnest.
The Prince, they said, had opposed
the policy of the oppression of the
Hebrews, and because he could not
prevail had abandoned his right to
the throne, which Pharaoh Amen-
meses had purchased at the price
of accepting that policy whereof
the fruits had been proved to be
destruction. Therefore, they rea-
soned, If Amenmeses were deposed
and the Prince reigned their miser-
ies would cease.

So they sent deputations to him

secretly, praying him to rise
against Amenmeses and mising
him support. But he wotlld listen

to none of them, tefling them that

raoh heard of it and issued a proc-
lamation that this was not to be
done, inasmuch as it would be an
insult to the gods of Egypt. Still,
many did so and these saved their
cattle.

It was strange to see that wall
of jagged ice stretching from earth
to heaven and destroying all upon
which it fell. The tall datepalms
‘were stripped even of their bark;
the soil was churned up; men and
beasts if caught abroad were slain
or shattered.

I stood at the ghate and watched
it. There, not a yard away, fell the
white hail, turning the world to
wreck, while here within the gale
there was nét a gsingle stone.
Merapl watched glso, and presently
came Ki as well, and with him
. Bakenkhonsu, who

for once had never

seen anything like
this in all his
long life. But

Ki watched
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why cannot you protect the inno-
cent people of Egypt?”

“Because | cannot,” she an-
swered angrily. “If ever | had such
power it i3 gone from me, who am
now the mother of an Egyptian's
child. But I have none. There In
the temple of Amon some &gutb
worked through me, that all
which nater will visit me again
because of my sin.”

“What sin, lady?™

“The sin of taking the Prince
Seti to lord. Now, if any god
spoke through me it would be one
of those of the Egyptians, since He
of Israel has cast me out.”

Kl started as though some new
thouzht had come to him, and at
this moment she turned and went
away

“Would that she were high priest-
ess of Isis that she might work for
us and not against gs,” he said.

Bakenkhonsu shook his head.

“Let that be,” he answered. “Be
sure that never will an Jsraelitish
woman offer sacrifics to- what she
would ecall the abomination of the
Egyptians.”

“If she will not sacrifice to save
the people, let her be careful lest
the people sacrifice her to save
themselves,” sald Ki in a cold
voice. .

Then he, too, went away.

“l think that If ever that hour
comes, then Ki will have his share
in it.” laughed Bahenkhonsu. “What
is the good of a shepherd who shel-

ters here in comfort, while cutside

the sheep rre dving, eh, Ana?

It was after the plague of
locusts, which ate all there

was left to eat in Egypt, so

that the poor folk who had

done no wrong and had
naught to say to the deal
ings of Pharaoh with the

Israelites starved by the

thousands, and during
that of the great dark-
ness, that Laban
came. Now this
darkness lay upon

the land like a
thick cloud for
three whole
days and
nights. Nev-

ertheless,

though the
shadows
were

“I saw Merapi dressed like a goddess, in the sacerdotal robes of Isis and wearing the vul-

ture cap headdress. In her arms was the child dressed as the infant Horus.”

he was happy as he was and sought
no other state. Still. Pharaoh
grew iealous, for all these things
his spies reported to him, and set
abou! plots to desiroy Seti.

Of the first of these Userti
warned me by a messenger, but the
second and worse Ki discovered in
some strange way, so that the mur-
derer was trapped at the gates and
killed by the watchman, whereon
Seti said that after all he had’ been
give hospitality to- Ki;
that is, if to continue to live were
wisdom. The lady Merapi also said
a¢ much to me, but | noted that al-
ways she shunned Ki, whom she
held in misirust and fear.

CHAPTER XV.
The Night of Fear.

HEN came the heil, and some
T months after the hail the
and Egypt went

mad with woe and terror. It was
known to us. for with Ki and Bak-
enkhonsu in the place we kKknew
everything. that the Hebrew proph-
et= had promised this hail because
Pharaoh would not listen to them.

Therefore Seti caused it to he pat
ahout through all the land that the
Fzyptians should shelter their cat-
fle. or such as were left to them. at
the first sign of slorm. But Pha-

wise 1o

locusts,
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Merapi more than he did the hall,
for I saw him searching out her
very soul with those merciless eyes
of his.

“Lady,” he said at length, “tell
vour servant. 1 beseech you, how
you do this thing,” and he pointed
firet to the trees and flowers within
the gate and then to the wreck
without.

At first T thooght that she had
not heard him because of the roar
of the hail. for she stepped forward
and opened the side wicket to ad-
mit a poor jackal that was scraich-

inz at the bars. Still. this was not
so, for presently she turned and
said:

“Does the Kherheb, the greatest
magician in Egypt, ask an un-
learned woman to teach him of
marvels? Well. Ki, I cannont, be-

cause I deither do it nor know how
it is done.”
fakenklionsu langhed,
painted smile grew, as
briczhter than before.

“That is not what they say in
land of Goshen. lady.” he an-
swered, "and not what the Hebrew
women say here in Memphis. Nor
is it what the priests of Amon sav,
These declare that yvou have more
magic than all the sorcerers of the
Nile, Here is the proof of it,” and
he pointed to the ruin without and
the peace within, adding. “Lady. if
vou can rrotect your own home,

and Ki's
it were,

the

deep, there was no true darkness
over the house of Seti at Memphis,
which stood in a funnel of gray
light stretching from earth to =ky.

Now the terror was increased ten-
fold. and it seemed to me that all
the hundreds of thousands of Mem-
phis were gathered outside our
walls, so that they might look upon
the light. such as It was, if they
could do no more. Seti would have

admitted as manyv as the place
would held. bumt Ki bade him not.
saying, that if he did so the dark-
ress would flow in with them. Only
Merapl did admit some of the
lsraelitish women who were mar-
ried to Egyptians in the city,
though for her pains they only
cursed her as a witch. For now

most of the inhabitants of Memphis
were certain that it was Merapi
who. keeping herself gsafe, had
brought these woes upon them be-
cause she was & worshipper of an
alien s,'ﬂl’.

Onece more we stood by the gate
walching the people flitting to and
fro in the gloom without, for this
sight fascinated Merapi, as a snake
fascinates a bhird. Then it was that
l.aban appeared.

“Come away with me. Moon of
Israel,” he eried, “and all shall yet
be forgiven von. Put if you will
not come. then fearful thinzs shall
overtake yon”

She stood staring at

him, an-
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them, yet showing by
that If she would not come they
meant to take her. '

“What is to be done™ asked Seti
of. Ki and Bakenkhonsu.

“That is for the Prince to judge.”
safd Ki, “though | do not see how
it can harm the lady Merapi to
pray for us In the open square of
Memphis.”

“Let her go” sald Bakenkhonsu,
“lest presently we shoold all go
further than we would”

“I do not wish to go,” cried Mer
api. “pot knowing for whom I am
to pray or how.” :
o b e S e

s grave and gen
“Only, h to the roar
mob. It refuse, | think
very soon every one of us will
reached a land erha
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looked at the infant in her
“I will go," she said.

She went forth carrying the

and 1 walked behind her. So

the Prince. but in that darkness
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was cut off hy a rush of thousands
of folk and | saw him more till
all was over. Bakenkhonsu was
with me leaning on my arm, but
Ki had gone before us, for his own
ends, as | think. A huge mobd

moved through the dense dar
in which here and there

floated like lamps upon a quiet sea.
I did not know where we
going until the lights of one of
these lamps shope upon the knees
of the colossal statue of the great
d#ameses, revealing his cartouche.

We went on throush court after
pillared court, priests leading us
by the hand, still we came to &
shrine commanding the biggest
court of all, which was packed with

i

headdress — begutiful exceed!
In her arms was the child dressed
as the infant Horus."

“Pray for us, Mother Isis.” cried
thousands of voices, “that the
curse of blackness may be re
moved.™ .

Then she prayed. saying:

"0 mv God, take away thig curse
of blackness from these innocent
people.,” and all of those present
u:?t;d thmﬂ pnm.h

that moment the s began
to Hehten and In less tha:’the half
of afl’ hour the =un shone out
When Merapi saw how she and the
child were arrayed she screamed
alond and tore off her jewelled
trappings, erving: “Woe'! Woe!
Woe! Great woe upon the people
o” Eevpt!"™

Put in their joy at the new found
light few harkened to her, who they
were sure had brought back the

sun. Again Laban appeared for a
moment,
“Witeh! Traitress!” he eried.

“You have worn the robes of Isis
and worshipped in the temple of
the grds of the Eevptians. The
curce of the God of Israel be on
you and that whieh is born of you."”

I sprang at him, but he was gone,
;T‘hon we hore Merapi home swoon-
ng.

So this trouble passed by, dut
from that time forward Merapi
would not suffer her son to be taken
out of her sight,

“Why do vou make =o
him. l2dv¥?" T asked one da?ucn .

“Becavse 1 would love him well
while he i= here. friend*” she anp-
swered. “hut of this say nothing to
hiz father”™

A while went he a=d4 we heard
that =til® Pharash wanld not let the
Israelite: mo. Then the Prince Sety
sent Pakenkbhonsu and mvself to
Tanic to see Pharaoh and to say to
him:

“1 seek nothing for mvyself and I
forzet those evils which von wonld
have worked on me through jeal
ousy. But I say unto vou that if
vou will not let these strangers go
great and terribla things shall be-
fall yon and all Egvpt. Therefore,
hear my praver and let them zo.™

Now, Bakenkhonsu and 1 came
before Phareoh and we saw that
he was greatly aged, for his hair
had gone gray about his temples
and the flesh hung In bags beneati
his eves.

“Is your lord, and are vou also of
the servants of this Hebrew pr
phet whom the Egyptians worshi
as a god because he has done then
so much ill? he asked. “It ma:
well be so, sinee 1 hear that m
cousin Setl keeps an Israsiftic
witch in his house, who wards u®
from him all the plagues that*hkave
smitten the rest of Egvpt. and that
to him has fled also Ki th- Kher
heb. myv magician. Mor oyer, |
hear that in pavmen! for these wiz
ardries he has bersn promised the
throne of Egypt by many fickle
and fearful ones among my people
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