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FAILED HAWKER

(Continued from First Pace.)
reports were traced to baseless
sources, and only stubborn unwilling-
ness to admit the worst keeps aliv
among1 the men who for many weeks
lived and worked with the unlucky
pilot and navigator even the tiny
spark of hope that they will yet bo
heard from.

Recall Hamrt'i Attempt.
To tho minds of every one here has

come back vividly the recollection of
Gustav Hamel and his attempt to fly
the English Channel in 1913. To this
day no one knows what happened to
Hamel, and the unspoken question
which one may read on every face of
the airmen's group here is, "Will we
ever have the faintest inkling as to
just what fate befell Hawker ani
Grieve once they disappeared into tin
sky?"

Every passing hour, with its failure
to bring authentic news, deepens the
fear that even the satisfaction of ever
knowing what fate overtook them
will be denied forever to those whose
hearts were mbst closely set upon
the venture, as well as the families
waiting for news of them.

Comrades Knew the Dancer.
It is but an added tribute to their

hardihood to say now that what thus
far appears to be the fatal result of
their venture was not unanticipated
ljere. No one who saw their single-cngine- d

machine, who examined their
frail lifeboat, and who considered
their scant means of navigation but
felt that, in Hawker's own favored
phrase, once they "jumped off deep
end" only phenomenal luck could
bring them through. The best that
many observers of their preparations
here hoped for them was that should
they be forced to plunge into the
sea. some passing vessel would res-
ell them.

Hawker himself, in an argument a
month ago with a. correspondent who
had pictured the dangers of his com-
ing flight, offered to make a large
bet, leaving the money behind him,
that should he be forced to land in
the sea he would return safely to
Brooklands. But in his boat were no
esxs and no wireless only a few

j flares and a tiny sea anchor which in
any current could not have held the
boat steady enough to enable a vessel
sighting the distress flares at a dist-
ance-to find the drifters.

Fear "Wireless Burned Ont.
Txr all probability, the most nminoux

, feature of the uncertainty of the two
, Ben's fate lies in the utter silent' which seems to have enveloped them
ever since their biplane headed north- -

ra tor tne open sea. This silence' forces the minds of the anxious here
" to dwell upon the mishap which befell

the first wireless gear installed in the"" 'airplane. This burned out a few days
"before the pair attempted a "hop off

"t April 12, and they abandoned the at-
tempt because they could not got

" ready at the time they intended to de-
part without sending for apparatus,
but the long delay on account of un- -

favorable weather enabled them to
get new apparatus from abroad.

Thus they departed with their send-
ing means successfully tested for a
100-rail- e radius, but the inevitable
question arises: Did the generator
burn out again, and thus were they
hopelessly silenced, perhaps at the
very moment they attempted to send
out the first distress message? If not
this, what?

Heading northward to escape local
adverse winds, did they get hopeless-
ly lost above the trackless waters so
unfrequented by vessels at this sea-
son of the year that, though Grieve
may have sent the Sopwith's call into
the ether, no answer came back, be-
cause the wireless waves died away
without reaching any one who might
have succored them?

Big SMft In Air Current.
This makes pertinent much that has

been learned of the drifting difficul-
ties encountered in upper altitudes
during the "United States navy sea-
planes' flights to Halifax and New-
foundland. Commander J. H. Tow-
ers, who headed that expedition,
found on one occasion that tho wind
currents shifted so rapidly that with-
in five minutes his plane, despite the
momentum of four engines, reflected
a full thirty degrees from its course.
Ijieu tenant CommanderBellinger. navi-
gating the CN-- 1 on the same leg,
found a change --from five degrees
right to thirty right with'in twenty
minutes.

These currents hampered the sea-
planes, despite their elaborate charts
and specially constructed instru-
ments which help them to keep the
course. If they were encountered,
what must they have meant to Grieve,
depending on an ordinary compass
and ship's sextant to guide him to
what in reality was a tiny objective,
considering the possibilities of fly-
ing wide of it?

May Be at Bottom of Sea.
A third possibility pondered in the

early morning hours, when in the
sitting room of the Cochrane House a
hollow-eye- d group gathered, recall-
ing to the mind the gatherings one
has seen about the bulletin boards in
the Grand Central Station in New
York just after a week out of town,
was that of mechanical failure, re-
sulting in a swift plunge into the
sea, with the possibility of both men
being buried under th machine at
the bottom and never once rising to
the surface

There can be little question that the
long delay hero, the disappointment
over the almost impossible air condi-
tions, and the daily experience with

"" the distressing spring weather in this
part or Newfoundland had been a se-
vere ordeal for Hawker. Worst of
all. perhaps, were the intermittent
days of getting "all tet" for the per-
ilous trip, even to donning part of the
flying clothes, packing sandwiches,
and stowing away hot coffee, only to
be forced just at the moment when all
were keyed for the jump to abandon
the plan because of bad weather and
ink back into the long slump of

comparative lethargy.
Began Flying In 1 01 1.

Just thirty-nin- e days elapsed from
the trial flight to the "hop off," May
18, and that was the longest period
out of the air Hawker had experienced
since he began flying, in 1911. Once,
In 1914, when at attempt was being
made to interest Australians in avia
tion, two machines were sent ther
but for some reason could not be as-
sembled. Hawker hurried to Mel
bourne with a Sop with, and started off
in a Melbourne street, too impatient
to wait to establish an aerodrome. He
gave a beautiful demonstration flight,
and hurried back to England, beinrr
out of the air four weeks and two
days.

His ability to take care of himself
cannot be better Illustrated than by

British Did Not Send

Hawker to Front Because

He Was Held Too Daring

Harry Hawker is an Australian,
twenty-seve- n years old. and "he

rote from an aeroplane mechanic
to the rank of flyer in a short
time.

The British empire knows Hawk-
er as a man who takes chances, and
during the war he was not allow-
ed to go to the front, but. because
of his excellence as a pilot, was
selected to test out new airplanes,
which is considered the most dan-
gerous job a pilot can occupy.

Hawker's first great feat of
daring was his attempt to encircle
the British Isles in a hydroplane for
the ?25,000 prize, offered by the
Daily Mail in August, 1918. He
completed 1,043 of the 1.540 miles
of the flight and remained in the

""air for seven hours, when he was
compelled to descend because of
engine trouble. He broke several
records in this flight, and the
judges decided that he should get
a $5,000 consolation prize for his
accomplishment.

Hawker remained in the air for
eight hours and twenty-thre- e

minutes in 1912, and he was award-
ed the British Michelln prize for
continuous flight. He has made
many long distance flights in Eu-
rope, and set two new world rec-

ords for long distance, besides his
present accomplishment. He es-

tablished a record for altitude
when he reached a height of 28.-50- 0

feet.

his one experience inside the lines of
war. which period was spent by him
as a Sopwlth civilian test pilot. Early
in 1914 he flew over a tiny French vil-
lage within the battle area to deliver
a new plane. Forced to land when
his gasoline became exhausted in a
snowdrift reaching up to the lower
planes, he found himself in the arms
of two French gendarmes, who were
unable to speak English, and, observ-
ing Hawker in civilian clothes, abso-
lutely devoid of credentials, except a
requisition for his return railway
transportation, put him in a calaboose
train.

RecoTereil Hi Biplane.
British motor lorries were passing,

and Hawker, calculating the interval
between lorries, escaped through a
back window, talked his way aboard
a lorry, reached an ammunition dump
and found that the squadron to which
his plane was destined had moved its
position. Having learned that only
officers of the rank of major or above
were allowed to use the military tele-
phone, he became at once Major Haw-
ker, found the new location of the
squadron, borrowed enough gasoline
to get there, returned, dug his biplane
from the snow, delivered it, and made
his way back to England.

During his long stay at St. John's,
Hawker excited more interest than
all the rest of the visitors put to-

gether. There is every reason for
saying that he was far more aware
of what he faced than even the pessi-
mists among the onlookers.

Feared To Dstre Wife.
The indignation which he showed

whenever he saw a newspaper story
which pictured his flight as in any
way sensational, dangerous, or doubt-
ful of outcome was due to tender-
ness toward his wife far away across
the water, caring for their young
child. To her he had boldly repre-
sented his approaching dash for the
glory, as he hoped, of being the first
to fly across the Atlantic and the
gain of a large share of the Daily
Mail's $50,000 prize as a straight-ou- t

piece of ordinary flying.
He was too experienced and weath

er wary an air pilot not to realize
that the reason why the flight had
never been accomplished lay in the
multitude of difficulties confront
ing anyone who attempted it. It
may have been in an effort to dis
guise this realization that Hawker
during his long stay here exhibited
a boyish demeanor that impressed
many as incomprehensible in a man
twenty-seve- n years old.

His favorite amusement of which
he never tired was to set a "booby
trap4 in his sitting room by balanc-
ing a pan of water on top of the
door and then summoning visitors.
Not once but day after day he and his
companions went into gales of merri-
ment over the successful working of
this trick.

Romped With Companions.
Again, for hours at night he would

romp about the hotel halls, indulging
in water fights which would termin
ate only when he and his fellow sky-larke- rs

were drenched to the skin. He
and his favorite playmates pelted
each other In the dining room with
bread and walnuts, or varied the per-

formance by letting the wind out of
each other's automobile tires.

Yet no one took more seriously than
Hawker the calling he had adopted.
No one had his heart more set upon
success. No one more ardently de-

sired to bring glory to ritish aviation.
No one was more whole-hearted- ly

loyal to those he represented than
was Hawker to the Sopwiths.

He was a powerful, active, slim
man, with a clean-cu- t, lean jaw, gray
eyes, and slightly curly, dark hair.
Usually he dressed in dark lounging
clothes. At times he talked voluably,
particularly if the subject was avia-
tion, but again he would lapse into
periods of reserve, when questions
went unheeded and he kept to him- -
BClf.

PLAN TO CONSERVE FORESTS.
The first of a series of regional con-

ferences planned to form a compre-
hensive national policy of forest
prcsenvation was ncld here in the
United States Department of Agri-
culture. Forest problems of New
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia and West
Virginia were discussed by represen-
tatives of those States and of the
forest service of the Department of
Agriculture.

TRANS-ATLANTI-
C

RECORDS

Lief Erlrsaon probably first to
cross the Atlantic, In n galley.
From Danish coast to Labrador,

Christopher Cohimbus made It
in seven weeks, sailing time, with
three little caravels in 1402, pall-

ing out from Spain.
The first steamship to cross, the

Savannah, made it In twenty-si- x

days from Savnnnah, Gil, to Liv-
erpool, in ISIS.

The Dentschland made first
trans-Atlan- tie nnder-vrnt- er trip in
1916 in three weeks, Bremen to
New York.

The Mnuretanla lowered all rec-
ords from Qneenstown to New
York In 1010 in 4 daVs 10 hours.

Bat records were again smashed
by a British "mystery ship" in
1917, In ZVa days.

The NC-- 4 In Its trans-Atlant- ic

flight travel from Newfoundland
to the Azores, 1,200 miles. In 15
hours and 18 minutes. Balance
remaining to be covered to reach
Portugal Is 950 miles.

Bnslncss Hourat 0 A. M. to 6 P. IT. Dally.

Our 26th Anniversary Gifts
to Boys

Suits, Furnishings,
Separate Knickers and

Hats

and for the balanceTODAY,
week, we offer you

values that are high in quality
and low in price, and suggest
that 3'ou lay in a supply suf-

ficient to carry you over the sum-

mer, as there is bound to be an
advance in the near future.

Boys' $15 Suits, for $9.75
Boys' $25 Suits, for : $19.50
Boys' $3 and $3.50 Mixed Knickers,

for $1.95
Boys' Blue Serge Knickers, for. . .$2.65
Boys' $1.75 Khaki Knickers, for. .$1.45
Boys' $1.00 Blouses, for 69c
Boys' Straw Hats, values up to

$2.50, for $1.65
Boys' $1.25 Porosknit and Nainsook

Union Suits, for 85c

Tile Avenue at Ninth
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t Our 26th Anniversary Gifts
to Men

Over One Thousand Suits
For Men

Specially Priced for This Event

men who read thisBUSINESS
knowing the conditions exist-

ing in the market, will criticize the soundness
of our business judgment in marking these
suits so low in the face of a rising market.

But we feel justified in our move, inas-
much as this is the 26th anniversary of the
founding of this store, and is the only way we
can show our appreciation to our many friends
whose kind co-operati- on has made this event
possible.

Not one dollar has been spent for special
merchandise! Each and every suit is taken
from our regular stock and price-reduce- d for
this event.

This is done, so that men who purchase
suits today will be assured that they are real
P-- B quality and have passed our merchandise
test

Men's $25,00 Suits $17.75
Men's $30 and $35 Suits .... $24.75
Men's $40 and $45 Suits .... $34.50
Men's $50, $55 and $60 Suits . $44.50

" " " " r I " " " ' ' " " ' " " " " I' "

SCC5CSCSCCC$C2$3S2$
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WIET WAR TESTS

The Sopwlth biplane which Harry
Hawker drove from St. John's, New-
foundland, nearly to the Irish coast
In such a flight as has never before
been accomplished Is in its essentials
the same with which other daring:
British aviators fought Germans in
the skies of northern France for four
years. For the purposes of Hawker's
undertaking; it underwent certain
changes calculated to promote the
success of the flight.

It has a top wing span, of forty-si- x

feet, and its over-a- ll length Is thirty-on- e
feet. It has a single twelve-cylind- er

Rolls-Royc- e motor whose
horse power is variously rated at
from 360 to 375.

Statistics of Fllsht.
The following calculations by a

gasoline motor engineer show what
was expected of the Sopwith's engine
on Us flight:

The blade tips df each popeller to
travel 12,000 miles.

The piston of each propeller to
travel 440 miles, or for the twelve
cylinders 5,280 miles.

The engine to make 2,160,000 revo-
lutions.

The valves to operate 25,920,000
times.

The pump forcing water through
the radlatqr to life 30.400 gallons.

The actual work performed by th
engine to represent approximately
4,500,000 foot tons, enough energy to
raise the steamship Olympic, of 45,-0- 00

tons. 100 feet into the air.
The Rolls-Rpyc- e engine has. per-

haps, no peer for downright reliabil-
ity and service in the whole cata-
logue of airplane engines. It is com-
mon report among Americans as well
as British military aviators that a
Rolls-Roy- ce never stalled over the
battle line. It is an extremely costi
piece of mechanism,, largely hand-toole- d,

and not adapted to quantity
production, for which the Liberty
motor was largely designed.

The twelve cylinders of the Haw-
ker engine were fired by four Wat-
ford magnetos, each firing six cylin-
ders, thereby giving a double spark

for each cylinder and. an added bIC
of Insurance 'to the reliability of tho
motor.

Boat.Sbxped Fuselage.
Hawker's plane carried a specially

constructed fuselage, boat-shape- d and
built with an effort at water-tightnes- s.

The cockpit was so placed that
the pilot and navigator sat side by
side, and could communicate, at least
by signs, with one another, even if
the roar of the engine drowned their
voices.

When the Sopwlth was set up la
Newfoundanl It was equipped with a
four-blad- e propeller. Later a two-blad- ed

one was substituted, and so
far as reports indicate It was the lat-
ter with which the flight was made.

In addition to the buoyancy he ex-
pected his emptied gasoline tanks to
give the plane In case it was neces-
sary to alight on the water. Hawker
had equipped his "bus" with an In-

flatable rubber bag which was to
serve as another water-tig- ht com-
partment- The wings, too, were water
tight, forming other air spaces.
Hawker expressed belief that the ma-

chine could keep afloat for a week.
Heavy RunJnj? Gear.

The plane was equipped with ex-

ceptionally heavy running gear, with
wide rubber tires, these having been
provided to promote taking off on the
soft Newfoundland soil. An ingeni-
ous device which caused amazement
when Hawker first announced it, was
an automatic release whereby, by
pulling a wire, the running gear could
be dropped after the start. It was
not so much for lessening weight, ac-
cording to the pilot, that he had
worked out this "novelty, as for di-
minishing wind resisting surface. The
automatic release worked perfectly
and the dropping of the chassis Into

rthe sea off St. John's Harbor was the
sign to those watching the start of
the flight tha Hawker's engine was
functioning to his satisfaction.

PHILIP F. LARNER IS.

HONORED BY PATRIOTS

Philip F. Lamer. 1746 P street
northwest, was unanimously elected
secretary general of the Sons of the
American Revolution, in session at
Detroit, according to advices received
here today.

Mr. Lamer, "who is a past presi-
dent of the District branch of the so-

ciety. Is secretary of the National
Union Fire Insurance Company.

Engines Hoom O A. M. to 6 P. 3T. Pally.

Our 26th Anniversary Gifts
to Men

P-B- 's

Town-Famo- us

Furnishings
. at

Anniversary Prices
dominant note on whichTHEthis store was founded is

-- exemplified in the offering we
' place, on sale today, and gives

you an opportunity to supply
yourself with your season's needs
at sharply reduced prices. - ..;-'-

22 Suits of Pure Irish Linen
Pajamas, at $4.75

. (Regularly $8.50)
500 Suits of Crepe, Woven Madras,

or Soisette Pajamas, at $1.95
(Regular Values up to S3.00)

2,000 Union Suits, of checked
nainsook, at 95c

(6 Suits for $5.50)
(Regulariy $1.50)

930 Union Suits, of nainsook, at. .$1.25
(Regularly $2.00)

iS Pure Irish Linen Union Suits,' at $3.00
(Regularly $4.50)

1,200 Men's 25c Irish Linen Weave
Handkerchiefs, a dozen $2.00

(6 for $1.00)
150 Madras Shirts, plain or pleated,

neat stripes, at $2.85
(Regularly S4 and $4.50)

400 Men's Negligee Shirts," soft
cuffs, at $1.45

(Values up to $2.50)
Dent's or Meyer's Tan Cape

Gloves, at $1.85
(Values up to $3.50)

400 Pairs of Silk or Silk Lisle Socks,
plain or fancy, at 65c

(75c and $1 Values)
(6 Pair for $3.50)

400 Sleeveless White Undershirts,
athletic style, at 45c

(Regular 75c)
Odds and Ends of Men's Shirts and

Drawers, of Silk, Silk-and-Lis- le

Imported Lisle, Balbriggan,
or Ramie Mesh,

Yi the Marked Price

The Avenue at Ninth
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