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AThousand Miles An Hour

Man Stands Still and Travels Faster Than He Can
Imagine.

e

This seems a preposterous picture. It shows the earth
with houses and trees on it, ‘‘upside down,”’ and ‘‘below’’
vhe earth you see the moon, crescent in shape because of the
earth’s shadow. '

The striking feature is man hanging to the limbs of
trees, head toward the earth, struggling to prevent falling
off into endless space.

The idea of this pictgpe is to make us realize how won-
derfully we live and develop on this earth, how little our
minds grasp the real conditions under which we travel on
through endless space.

If it were not for the power of gravitation which holds
us to the earth as it turns around, every one of us would
be obliged to hang onto something, as this man hangs to
the tree top to avoid ‘‘falling off.”

We all know that human beings on the other side of
the earth, directly under our feet, have the soles of their
feet pointing ‘‘upward’’ and their heads ‘‘hanging down.’’
We kmow that twelve hours from now they will be ‘‘on
top,”’ as we call it, where we are now, and we shall be
arcund ‘‘underneath.’’

If it were not for the law of gravitation that holds|
everything tight against the earth, including the air we |
breathe, the earth turning around more than one thousand
miles every hour would create for a few minutes a terrific
wind that would sweep everything away, and roll the waters
of the ocean up onto the earth. After a few minutes the*
atmosphere would be left behind us, swept back into Apace;
houses, men, and trees would b¢ swept away from the earth
with it, and the earth would roll on alone.

But the power of gravitation, which men can ca.lcula.te:
exactly, but which they do not understand, holds everything

in its place. Our atmosphere is fastened to our earth, re- |

mains quietly except for little local winds, like the air inside
of a railroad train. The train may run sixty miles an
hour, the air in the car stays still.

The sun, in its turn, travels on forever, we know not
whither, dragging us with it in the direction of the blue
star Vega above our heads. As the sun goes, we travel with
it in a spiral like a corkscrew, the sun going ahead and we
circling around it, as you might see a mother hen walking
across a fleld, the young chickens running around the
mother in circles.

You who read this are a great traveler in infinite space,
although our limited sense tells us that we and our earth
are standing still

Every twenty-four hours as the earth turns on its axis
you and the house in which you sleep and live travel
twenty-five thousand miles, the distance around the earth.

Every year, as the earth goes around the sun, you travel
nearly six hundred million miles. A boy ten years old has
traveled already SIX BILLION MILES THROUGH SPACE
AROUND THE SUN, AND THE LORD ONLY KNOWS
- HOW MANY OTHER BILLIONS OF MILES THROUGH
SPACE, DRAGGED ONWARD BY THE SUN, BOUND ON
SOME ERRAND OF ITS OWN.

There is no up and no down in the universe, no top or
bottom, no beginning and no end—there cannot be. We
might travel on at the rate of six hundred million or six |
hundred billion miles a year and at the end of a million
years we should be no nearer to the end of space than we

are now. There IS no end. r

And there will be no end of time, and never could have |
been any beginning of time. Scientists tell you that time
is only a figure of speech, an idea invented by man to!
measure the rate at which events progress. We get our|
year by dividing into twelve months the period that the |
earth uses in going around the sun. We divide those months
into days, the days into hours, minutes and seconds. But
whatever we simple-minded people or the learned scientists
choose to call time and space do go on forever. And
man, believing in his own immortality, having scientifically
demonstrated the immortality of force and matter, be-
lieves that he will go on forever, never ending. What a
long journey!

Philosophers and poets have talked about ‘‘the music
of the spheres,’’ suggesting that the great suns and planets
as they roll in majestic order express universal harmony in
cosmic music, above the hearing of us mortals.

At this suggestion little man laughs, saying, ‘‘No, none
of that nonsense for me. I play my fiddle or wind my talk.
ing machine, and that is music because I hear it.’’

An amusing creature is man convinced that nothing
can exist beyond his understanding.

Amusing is the atheist, who says, ‘‘There is NO. God,
for He has never shown Himself to me to be*measured
weighed and tested.’’

Equally amusing the other man, who says, ‘‘There
God; I have His exact measure; I know all about
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- HEARD AND SEEN

By EARL GODWIN.

cities and towns which have suffered
the war time boom, coincident with
the war time siacxening In house
building. -

I The United States hel
buy farms. City fo
!ginning to awaken
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“Under the terms of my bill the
pro bureau will be charged
with investigating the housing and
| living conditions of the industrial
go{uht.ion of the United States. The
ill provides for research and ex-
perimentation by the bureau with
a view to the provision and plb-l
lication of information to make
economically practicable the elim-
ination of slums, the improve-'

duction of the cost of
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that of the rural population, 46
cent of the whole population
urban in 1910 -dth..w
little doubt that the 1920 census
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HERE AND THERE

“Trousers containing $40 and other
articles of wearing apparel were
taken from 911 O street northwest,
according to the complaint of George
Morgan.” :

WASHINGTON POST.

George should not carry his over-
coat, hat, shoes, etc around in his
trousers,

“Tip.”

Magic Number,

Congress convened on the nine-
tenth of May, adjourned on the nine-
teenth of November, in the year nine-
teen-nineteen.

Among the brilliant examples of
journalistic worth that came in the
mail today was one called “Business
Chronicle.”

It iz published in Seattle.

On the front page is an article by
Z.dwin Selvin.

It starts out: “What we Ameri-
cans need just now is plain h.lk_‘
clear thinking and decisive action.

Here is a sample of the “plain”
|talk in the next few lines:
| “The crack of doom is even now
| reverberating across the valleys of

You do not hang to a tree in just this way as the
earth turns around. But you would hang in EXACT-
LY this fashion if it were not for the power of gravita-
tion.

Mr. McCay ingeniously creates this cartoon to
illustrate the fact that there is no “up” and no “down”
in the Universe through which we roll. “Down” is
always under our feet, and “up,” as we call it, is always

above our head, although the earth turns around at a
speed of a thousand miles an hour, so that twelve hours
from now your feet will be pointing just where your |sovechaslion bl 2 o
head is pointing at this minute. | the hills of our fancied security.” |

Compared with you the men in China are hanging || %
. head downward and their houses all have the roofs ||
hanging down. To the Chinese it is YOU that hang
' head downward. Try an experiment with your little
| finger.

Sign seen i shoe-shining parlor:
“Shoes Shined Inside Today.”
| And they fuss about the price of
| polish, ‘AT

|
|

Can you tell me why the numbers
from 1617 to 1525 inclusive are

i which now (323
“wr_:lﬂmh - Fraces
tery.

the outside world into the brain are
‘highly developed in your finger tips.

alone am authorized to speak for Him and make promjses'ling information from
in His behalf.”’

Discrimination or Lack of Ambition? |

When you put a small, round object, a,ga.inst the spot: Muchlha*s'bo:n T'hr:nei:_ :n:! u:z:
where.the first two fingers are crossed, the middle finger| irimination against women who sre
sends word to the brain, ‘‘I feel something round;" N e & T et S

first finger sends the same message. If the eyes are ey Loranes sioes B
The iClOSEd the brain believes what it hears and thinks it" hag | mobilization of most of the young men |
other says, as he whirls through space, glued down by two round objects at the ends of its fingers, when it really | foanond to their countrs s catt ¢ ©
gravity, ‘‘There is no God, nothing above me.” He also is has only one.
wrong and foolishly wrong, for he doesn’t even make profit,  If the eyes are open, the optic nerve says to the brain:
out of his error. |“‘Don’t believe those two fingers—they can only feel, they

respond to their country's call.
Disregarding the fact that these|
- . ; ‘can't see. I tell you they are both feeling the same object
Man who trusts to his intellect to decide questions con- and telling you about it as though it were two."’

J-,\-nu_n;: men certainly are entitled' to|
g cngromrnged g aqpiiors
every instance, show that there is no|
.ljti':;r ‘trl:u:n: l; igzl l:!‘; :::: re:: :.n ; ?\e nb ‘t];
| men is merely the survival of the fit-

cerning the infinite is deceived even by Lis own senses, his | G (%% psint anes 56Tt o5 5 seusa]

own nerve, for instance, BY THE TIPS OF THE FIRST What the eyes are as teachers of the brain, pure science 'man who has been working in & Gov-

TWO FINGERS OF HIS RIGHT HAND. Try this experi- is as the teacher of man. For a leng time on this earth

ment: Cross the fingers on your right hand, the middle animal life existed without sight, dep: 'ding upon nerves of

finger over the back of the first finger. Take a little ball feeling exclusively. With all his power Darwin never could

made of soft bread, or the round head of a hatpin. Put the explain satisfactorily to himself how the eye and sight were

round object gently against the spot where your two fingers first acquired.

cross, on the finger tips, and roll it around. With your Human beings lived for scores of thousands of years on!

eyes clozed you would testify that there were two round ob- earth without the light of science. Even now the light is B e . Y

jects, when there is only one. blinding, many turn away from it, preferring the a.ncient]

The high priest of Mumbo-Jumbo will tell you ‘‘Mum- !
bo-Jumbo will do anything I say. Pay me a reasonable fee
and I will prove it to you.”’

He is completely wrong, although profitably safe.

ernment departmert for about five
vears, who is ne™ supervising the |
work of a number of women who have |
been working in the same department
for a much longer period. A few of
the women are high school gradustes
and the rest have not even high school |
educations. They have been working
in the same office for many years |
During that time they have never |
thought of attending a night school or |
1
their salaries. The executive positions
. . 3 in the partioular bureau where thase
The explanation is simple. The ‘‘afferent’’ nerves tak- darkness of superstition and self-deceit. women are employed require s knowl-

'

edge of a certain branch of the law.
yet it never occurred to them to study
that law. On the other hand the
Young man immediately upon taking
his position, that of a stenographer
took every opportumity to study the
laws pertaining to his work. He at-
tended a law school at night. When
War was declared he entered (e
&rmy, obtained a commission as ap
officer, and served for about sixtees
months, six months of which was in
foreign service. This, of course. was
an education in itself. Upon being
discharged he returned to his former
position at & Jow salary. He immedi-
ately commenced a course in English
and rhetoric which he completed and
he is now in his senior year at law.
There {8 a great outery from the
women {n the office where this young
man s working, claiming that they
are being discriminated against in al-
lowing this young man to supervise
their work. This is not an unusual
case. It js suggested. therefore, thai
women in offices or departmentis whe
belleve that they are not receiving
falr treatment look squarely st the
situation and endeavor to see just why
they are losing oul. It is believed
that If they will show the same inla-
tive, the same ambition. and the same
amount of energ)y ax the young men
about them they will ind (hat they
will receive the same considerstien.
EUGENE C. ROWLETY. JR
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