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HAM BLAMES CONGRESS FOR DELAYING MERGER

Today
What About Ghosts?
Are They Real? Certainly.
You Are One Ghost.
Your Neighbor Is Another.
BT ARTHUR BRISBANE.

(Copyright, 1»M>
Gordon Hamby, wholesale, cold¬

blooded bank robber and murder¬
er, sat in the Sing Sing death-'
house last night consulting his
Ouija hoard. Tonight, if plans
.re carried out, Hatnby will be
strapped to a chair, with an elec¬
trode on his head, another on his
leg. A terrific electric current,
ruahing through his body, will end
his life and answer questions that
the Ouija board does not answer.

While Haraby is dying thou¬
sands of others will go out of the
world with him, more thousands
will come in. Of those born today
Nome probably will commit mur¬
der and be executed, some will bo
useful citizens and .respected. All
will go, after a certain number of
years.

Where do they go; whence do
they come? That is a question
**Ouija" does not answer. Why
does one baby grow up to die in
the electric chair, another to be
buried with honor and much
mourning? Is the difference in
the soul or intelligence of the new¬
born child, or is it a physical
difference in the brain, the ma¬
chine through which that soul
works? How much is settled at
birth, how much depends on sur¬

roundings and education?

Nobody blames a rattlesnake
for the poison in his fangs. When
he bites he MUST poison, being
made that way. No one blames
the powder if a cannon bursts and
kili» the gunner. A cannon better
built would have protected that
gunner. Nobody, going through a
prison, understanding the mis¬
shapen skulls, low foreheads,
heavy jaws, weak shifting eyes,
blames the unfortunate spirits
dwelling in those badly made
bodies.
When a defective cannon ex¬

plodes, men *ry to manufacture
better cannons that won't explode.
Some day they will realize that
the remedy for murder, cruelty,
superstition and hatred is to be
found not in the electric chair,
but in the manufacture of better
human bodies in which the spirit
may work harmoniously. The first
thing is to give the child a chance
from the day it is born, and the
mother a chance before the child's
hirth.
Ma Rinn-offera F!?« Thousand

Dollars to Dr. Hyslop or anybody,
that will, under scientific condi¬
tions, prove the existence of spirits
or spirit communication. Dr.
Hyslop says he is talking to Dr.
Hodgson through a medium. Mr.
Rinn has the last letter written
by Dr. Hodgson locked up in his
safe, and offers Five Thousand
Dollars if Dr. Hyslop's medium
ran get Dr. Hodgson's ghost to
tell what is in the ghost's own
letter. The medium won't do it,
unless by arrangement with Mr.
Rinn.

Spiritualistic phenomena, when
sincere, represent self-hvpnotlsm.
It pleases many whose lives are
dull to listen with credulity to the
pitiful drivel of alleged distin¬
guished ghosts and, with profit,
many exploit this nonsense. The
universe as visible to human br¬
ings, is made up of matter, force
and spirit. Spirit to act must have
force and matter upon which to
exercise that force. That is why
cosmic wisdom, that has no time
to fool away on hysterical medi¬
ums, tics up the spirit in a material *

' body, with power to use force on
matter and thus realize itself.

If you could "Isolate" the ghost
of Michael Angelo, as scientists
isolate the comma shaped bacillus,
that, ghost would probably have in
it all the paintings of the Ststine
Chapel, the wonderful marble
David, the bronze Pieta, and the
dome of St. Peter's.
But until you give Michael An-

Rclo'n ghost a body, and supply
that body with chisel and hammer,
or paint brush and paint, you have
do picture and no statue.

If matter and force were not
necessary to manifestation of spir¬
itual power, if spirit could talk
to spirit. Imagining landscapes,
harmony and beauty without time
or space, Divine Wisdom wouldn't
have taken the trouble to make the
universe with its suns, planets,
comets and nebulae. The whole
universe might have been the size
of a plnhead, with a central Qod
and all the spirits, occupying no

\ space. Inside that pinhead, talking
the'lr heads off.

Don't waste time on spiritualism
nnlnss you are absolutely sure

your time isn't worth anything.
In the latter case enjoy yourself.
What strange foolishness sends

men to ignorant, illiterate, fraudu¬
lent mediums in search of ghosts
and spirits? For all of us, as
I'arlyle says in "Sarto Resartus,"
are but ghosts, dressed up, talk¬
ing to each other for a little while
here, then vanishing. You who
read this had no earthly exist¬
ence a few years ago and will
have none a few years hence. You
are only a ghost, temporarily
"materialized."
The doctor who takes a new

baby out of the realm of nowhere
and starts it going interests an
intelligent man more than the
fwindilng, clumsy medium, ring¬
ing a bell over the top of a cabi¬
net, hammering a most earthly
4>anje or giving a falsetto inter-

100 ARRESTED
IN BOND RAIDS

%

U. S. Agents Round Up Leaders
of Ring That Fought

Treasury Drive.

WAR STAMPS ALSO SEIZED

Women Stenographers and
Clerks Among Those Taken

Into Custody.

In a country-wide clean-up, with
wholesale raids on offices of "bon^"brokers" in many cities, over-ni(?ht
developments at the Treasury today
showed, several million dollars worth
of war stamps and stolen Liberty
bonds have been seized, and nearly
one hundred men, and numerous
women accomplices, have been ar¬

rested.
Ringleaders Caught.

Secret Service Chief John Moran,
assisted by an aVmy of sleuths, re¬

viewing the results of the round-up
today, felt convinced that the dragnet
had caught the ringleader. In^gi¬gantic scheme, with many ramlfica.
tlons. that would have served to de¬
feat the Treasury's drive to benefit
legitimate Investors.
Chief among the offenders are a -

leged "brokers" who are atyled as

"fences" br Treasury experts, through
whom vast Quantities of wsjbeen unloaded, and
through, whljh channel. Ur«.
amounts of Liberty bonds, previously
recorded as stol.n, have been
The raids and seizures have occupied
the attention of the Treasury agents
chiefly In «uch cltie. as New York,
Chicago, Springfield. III.. St. Lou s,
Baltimore and Philadelphia.

Plenty of Pr»»f.
Treasury official, explained that a

large proportion of the .tamps s«IM«
from brokers' offices were confiscated
under the law which prohibits any n-

dlvidual from possessing more than
»1 000 worth of war savings stamps.
No individual being permitted to
have a larger amount, and the
being non-transferable. the find ng
of Larger amounts on premises of
"brokers" constituted prima
proof of guilt under the law. In prac¬
tically all cases, however, other proof
had been obtained, including the mak¬
ing of fraudulent affidavits swornto
by the "brokers" as a means of cash¬
ing in stamps at postoffices.
Perhaps a score of women, many of

them stenographers and clerks, em¬
ployed by "brokers' to execute their
plans were arrested along with the
principals, to answer charges pre-
ferred by Federal district attorney,,
At the Treasury today it was saia
many women arrested are held as ma-^rla^ witnesses. In other cases, how¬
ever there are some who are held to
be equally culpable with the proprie¬
tors of the places affected.
The nation-wide round-up of un¬

scrupulous "brokers." has led thesfeuths 1" some instances, to a num¬
ber of plants which had been ret up
with elaborate equipment fot th^printing of war savings stamps. The
investigations, which have been car
ried on so quietly that little was

known here of the probe until toda>.
has also resulted In the recovery of
huge amounts of Liberty Honis.
atolen at different periods, which
eventually found their way Into the
brokers' officers.
These have been traced back In

many Instances and the offenders ar¬
rested.

.VfMW." I* Net.
The .earch has netted the Secret

Service agents the arrest of several
notorious "yeggmen," whose appre¬
hension will clear up a number of
baffling postofficc robberies In the
Middle West, whore their operations
have mystified detectives for some

'lrwith the arrests thus far made,
and the evidence collected, the Secret
Service Is bringing to a climax a
drive that will rid the country of
what the Treasury regards as a real
menace. The seizures and arrest, are
to he followed by others, and the
developments of the next few days
probablv will reveeal the thorough¬
ness with which the Treasury',
operatives have conducted their drive
against violators

TODAY
preiation of some message from a
child ghost.
We are all ghost*, hurrying upand down for a little while like

ants around the hill. Life itself,
so quickly ended, should be
enougn of a ghost adventure for
anybody, without encouraging
swindlers to imagine and describe
that which is not.

Sims, Politician, With
Long 'Shore' Record,

. Noted Writer Declares
By JAM KS D. CONNOLLY.

Boston's noted writer of sea tales, who spent eight months with the
American naval forces abroad during the great war and whose
comments on Admiral Sims are based on personal observation.

It is in the days of peace that the politician in the

navy is best developed. There have been politicians enough
in our navy in times of war; oh, yes, but in a war of any
length the politician is more likely to drop out a|d the
fighting man to keep going.

Unless under the constant threat
of a country somewhere near its own

site the warring power of a country
will deteriorate. Men, or bodies of
men who do not train regularly lose
their fighting power. It does not
matter whether they are nations,
navies, priie fighters or croquet cham¬
pions; they all go ba:k If they do not
keep in condition.
The best Illustration of any navy's

deterioration in modern history is
that of Great Britain. In the hun¬
dred years before the last war the
British navy had been living on its
reputation. Between Waterloo and
1914 about all the British navy did
In a warring waV was to heave a few
round shot at some old forts in Se-
vastopol In the Crimea, and again at
Alexandria, preliminary to taking
over Egypt; and later to sink a few
Chinese floating junkshops, by w»»
of Impressing a peaceful people that
England's opium trade was a sacred
institution.

Played the Gtat.
In the hundred years between Wat¬

erloo and 1914 the British naval of¬
ficer became a guard to British lines

watch-dog of British money; Inevi¬
tably the Brltiah na*val officer In time
became a creature of the moneyed
powers. When an obstinate one did
not do as the powers wished, he was
removed.
So "Play the Game" became the

slogan to the wise ones in the British
navy, meaning, of course, the politi¬
cal game. In that classic English
comic opera, "H. M. S. Pinafore." the

L«ord High Admiral, K. C. B., tell* how
he came to hi* lofty eminence:
"By minding my cu«a and never

going to net

I at last became Ruler of the Queen's
Navee."

We laugh at that, but Gilbert &
Sullivan could never have put that
opera "across" If the corruption In
the navy had not become notorious.
Favoritism In the British navy cul¬

minated In the last war with the ap¬
pointment of Admiral Jellico to the
command of the grand fleet. Jellico's
disgraceful work atUutland la known
to every naval student, and yet when
Jellico "opened the range at Jut¬
land it wu but a natural and logical
act for him; it would have be«n a

logical act for any other purely po¬
litical admiral, for whom."Myself
first, my country second," has ever
been the real slogan.

.'Political Admirals."
Wtes W. 8. Sinn, Ikr beat sample

.f a political admiral la tke nary,
irai disloyal to kla chief daring tke
war, and tke better to attaek kla
eklef after tke war, did depreciate
tke wosfc of tkc *a*r. Mm.
waa kst following out tke motto of
-Myself ftrst, mj country second."
Our own navy had Its flat period

after the civil war; tough times
came then for the old-timers who
wanted to do what was right. But
in the early 90 s even the reaction¬
aries began to see that we were go¬
ing to have wars again. From thence
our navy began to show signs of

(Continued on Page 2, Column 3.)

British Press Bitter
Against U. 5.; Jeers at
Record in World War

LONDON. Jan. 29.."Nero Addled
while Home was burning and there is
something Neroesque in America's at¬
titude today," declares the Pally Ex¬
press in a bitter attack upon the
United States. The newspaper charges
that "America'® colossal profiteering
Is making the whole world pay
tribute In exchanges because tha
United States has a financial strangle¬
hold upon her co-belligerents."
The Daily Express Is owned by

I.ord Beaverbrook, formerly Maxwell
Aiken, of Toronto, who advocated
'stirring up religious prejudice to
combat Sinn Fein sympathy In the
United States after a. recent visit to
that country and has not denied the
charge he is financing the Unionist
clergymen's mission now campaign¬
ing against Eamon De Valera there.

Other Papers Attack U. S.
The Daily Express' attack is fol¬

lowed up by Horatio Bottomley. edi¬
tor of John Bull, who declares in an
editorial today that it Is time for

|».reat Britain to "earnestly ask If
America is our friend," and If it is
found she Is not, to make plans ac¬

cordingly.
Other morning papers attacked the

United States as responsible for the
high cost of living through profiting
In the low value of the pound
sterling. >

The Pall Mall (Jaiette. which prob¬
ably reflects the sentiment In I.,loyd
Oeorge's circles, says the remedy for
the dropping in sterling exchange Is
for Oreat Britain to resume produc¬
tion and cut down importing.

Klaia Trfltlnanv . Cause.
The publication here of the testl-

mony of Rear Admiral Mima, the
recent speech of Senator Reed and
accounts of th» welcome given to De-
Valera by (Jo* -nor Smith and Mayor
Hyland of New York have crystaliied
the anti-American sentiment which
the newspaper comment reflects.
While no official notico of these

events has been taken It Is said that
a feeling of Irritation against the
United States, based upon the ex¬

change situation, which with the de¬
lay In acting upon the peace treaty.
Is blamed by a large section of the
people for the high cost of living, has
been Increased by them
The article In the Daily Expresa

opens with a plea to the United States
to remove the whlphand and help
put Europe upon her feet In the way
of production. 1 nls plea la followed
by the declaration that. If the United
State* la detet-mined "to continue her
extortion from Europe, then Europe
must get together and break Amer-
lea's financial domination."
The newspaper endeavnrs to shn«r

fcow the United States' financiers utA

others, "while paying lip service to
assist Europe, have been doing noth¬
ing but line their pookcte, forgetting
the principle* of brotherhood so
lavishly expressed while hostilities
were in progress."

rharicra llnrit Bargaining.
While pointing out that England,

France and Italy are heavily In¬
debted to America for war supplies,
the Dally Express says that America
is driving the hardest bargains pos¬
sible, and that, as the exchange rates
now stand, world construction la
stagnated. The newspaper declares
that the United States Is the center
of a grave International situation
which Is almost as serious a menace
to civilisation as German militarism.
"America Is profiteering on a scale

hitherto unknown. Americans are
buying businesses in England at the
rate of 15 shillings to tho pound.
They get 2 francs' worth for every
franc spent In France. They are ob¬
taining even better terms in Italy,
(Continued on rage 2, Column 6.)

COAL MINERS MODIFY
PAY RAISE DEMANDS:

Want 40 Per Cent Increase and AIho
Afree to Accept 7-Hour

Working Day.
Demands of miners for a 00 per

cent wage Increase and slx-ho,ur day
hare been modified to 40 per cent and
a seven-hour day, according to United
Mine Workers officials here today.
Thla modification, however, will not
be formally laid before the Coal Com¬
mission, which la to fix the new wage-
hour scale until the necessity for
compromise becomes pressing.
"For purposes of harmony" is the

reason given by John L. Lewis, acting
president of the miners.
When the Coal Commission started

.ta Inquiry more than two weeks a».o,
Lewis, in outlining the minora' pro¬
gram, deelhxed they s'lll stood on tho
otIglna. platform containing demands
for 00 per cent Increjiae and sK-hour
day.
"We decided to modify our request

some time ago, but when the Coal
Commission was appointed we de¬
cided to lay all our cards on the table
and let their merits be passed on,"
snld Lewis. "The miners don't want
to bring hardships on the people
They want to show good faith, and It
I* for thla reason lbs# oaiM these

DELAY TREATY
PARLEY AGAIN

Conference Postponed Until
Tomorrow Because of Illness

In Lenroot's Family.

MAY HANG FIRE FOR WEEKS.

Several Senators Leaving Capi¬
tal on Official Business and

Others Campaigning.

The bi-partisan treaty conference
which was to have taken place to¬
day in Senator Lodge's office was

postponed until tomorrow on ac¬

count of the absence of Senator
Lenroot, Republican, of Wisconsin,
one of the conferees.
The serious illness of a daughter

of Senator Lonroot prevented his at¬
tendance.

Cloak Room CaucuHeii.
The delay afforded Senators work¬

ing; for a compromise quietly to con¬

tinue their negotiations In the Senate
cloak rooms.

No move will be made by Senator
Hitchcock to call the Peace Treaty
up on the floor of the Senate as long:
aa there is any chance of an agree¬
ment between Republican and Dem¬
ocratic Senators being reached on the
lx>d*e reservations, Hitchcock said
today.
_ Hltcbcqck'i atatemeat was regarded
'asiBAtcatlfig A continuation of the
n'Mrotlation* for an Indefinite period
unless an agreement is reached soon

Pear Detxite on F*lo«r.
Republican and Democratic leaders

are opposed to the treaty being drag¬
ged into the Senate again as long
as the remotest possibility of a com¬
promise remains. They do not want
It plunged into another Interminable
debate from which the "irreconcil-
ables" only would be likely to reap
advantage.

Hitchcock's explanation of his po¬
sition today was considered a quali¬
fication of his announcement yester¬
day that unless the bi-partisan con¬
ference ended the deadlock on the
disputed Lodge reservation to Article
X he would seek to call the Treaty
up in the Senate ten days or two
weeks hence.

Hitchcock saw no necessity, he
said, for Senator Underwood's pro¬
posal of a conciliation committee be¬
ing acted on at this time, as it would
merely provide for the creation of
another bipartisan conference of Ave
Republican anff Ave Democratic Sena¬
tors Instead of four Republican and
Ave Democratic Senators like the
present one.

Both Sides Ckarttr Polities.
As long as the latter offered any

hope for a compromise Hitchcock
said he favored continuation of its
negotiations, although he appeared
dubious that it would be able to
reach any successful conclusions. He
charged the Republicans with "play¬
ing politics." They were equally in-

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1.)

Keeping Up With
The Time*

A FACT A DAY

The Times recently bongnt
advertising space in four .>(
the important periodicals
which go to the editors and
advertising direotcrs of the
country in order to present a

view of Wa.shiiiKt'<ti that th« >
usually overlook

Perhaps it's worth reprint¬
ing here so th^t the home
folks may al33 think of this
characteristic of Washington.
Here it is:

"Not alone a city with
nearly 500,000 population,
but also the Nation's Capi¬
tal, Into which thousands
of prosperous peopl® from
all sections of tho country
come pouring In every day.
"That's Washington.
"It's the place where the

advertiser can get national
attention to his product or

proposition as well as local;
where the Oregon and Mis¬
souri and Massachusetts

' visitor and the New York
nnd Illinois and Texas Con¬
gressman will read hla ad¬
vertisement and become tho
centers for spreading the
information or the habits on
their return home.
"These lempornry Wash¬

ington residents provide an
audience of extraordinary
vaiur end natlon-wldo in¬
fluence."

Clemenceau's Paper Would Try
Kaiser at The Hague

PARIS, Jan. 29..A suggestion that the league of
Nations set up a tribunal at The Hague to try the ex-

Kaiser, thus avoiding the necessity of extraditing the
former Emperor from Holland, is made by former Pre¬
mier Clemenceau's newspaper, Homme Libre.

Angry comment is being made in the French press
upon the German note objecting to the extradition of
war criminals from Germany.

"We must have the culpable personages.all of
them," declared Homme Libre.

HAMBY CALM IN
SHADOW OF CHAIR

Cheerful and Sleeps Well.Says
Secret of True Name Will

Die With Him.

ALBANY. 1*. Y. Jan. *»..A I*-

far a rfprtn-f far ficrion
Kawrflt Hamby, bank robber and

nurdfrrr, nho la aeateaeed to

die la Sin* Sin* prtaaa toalaht,
warn aadr today ta Gartnior
Smith by \rllir Bly. famou* Jlfw

York aovrapaper noaai. Mlaa

Bly krM a long roafereace with
the governor. I
Coirraor Smith at aooa atnted

he world aat*«raat a reprieve ta
Hanky "on the evldeaee aa It
ataada."

OSSININO, N. Y.. Jan. 29 .Although
Gordon Fawcett Hamby, Iron-nerved
bank robber and prisoner of mystery,
walked in the very shadow of death
today, he was cheerful, and gave no

signs of breaking down. Unless a

la«t minute reprieve comes from
Governor Stnith, Hamby will be elec¬
trocuted in Sing: Sing prison shortly
after 11 o'clock tonight for the mur¬

der of two bank clerks in Brooklyn
in 1918.
Watchers in the Sing Sing prison

death house said that Hamby had
slept amaxlngly well for a man who
is spending his last night on earth.
He Is the most remarkable prisoner
that Sing Sing has ever had He in¬
sists that Hamby is not his right
name, but declared that he would go
to his death "on time" without re¬

vealing the secret of his life. He Is
only twenty-six years old.
Hamby coolly told the prison offi¬

cials that he had planned to kill him¬
self. but had decided to commit legal
suicide instead."

' Ptaya Stinare Wllk Warden.
"You treated me squarely, warden,

and were sue i good fellow that I
decided to let the law take its
course," said the condemned man.
Warden Dawes said he did not be¬

lieve it was possible for Hamby to
kill himself unless he tried hanging
with an Improvised rope made of his
cot coverings, and he has been
watched so closely day and night that
this was practically out of the ques¬
tion.
During the past few days In the

death house Hamby has been amusing
himself with an oulja board and a

phonograph, his favorite piece of
music being the "Marseillaise." He
was an Inveterate cigarette smoker,
but when his supply of tobacco was

exhausted he refused to sign the
name "Hamby" to an order on his
small supply of funds to buy more.

He declared It was not his right name

and would uae It no more.

Arreated In Weat.

Hamby was arrested in Tacoma,
Wash., and brought to Brooklyn In
June, 1919. He made a confession to
the King's count" district attorney,,
saying he had i >mmitted robberies
"in every country of consequence on

the face of the globe, but had never

tackled a job unless there were 'Ave
figures' in It." He was placed on trial
In Brooklyn on June 23, waived all
defense and was convicted three days
later.
The only request Hamby made to

the couri was that the certificate of
his death sentence be made to read
"Jay B. Allen," Instead of Gordon
Fawcett llambjr.
Medical men who have examined

Hamby declare he Is sane.
The loos* shirt and slit legged

trousers that Hamby will wear to the
chair were given him last last night.
His head was shaved to permit the
metal cap to fit close to his rcalp.
The prison chapi'n will visit him at
10:30 tonight c.nij the death march
will begin a few minutes beforo 11
o'clock.
Hamby's remarkable nerve was

shown again when he was asked what
he wanted for breakfast. He smiled
as he replied: "Oh, give me the regu¬
lar condemned man's breakfast. They
all eat ham and eggs, don't they?"

tWO Hrhnlnnlilpa lor Yonng Mm
who w«nl to go to college Scholarship <.»

smlnstlons In your own school H<-e Frbru-
arr Popular flciatnea Monthly. All n*ws-
ataala. iln.

2 N. *. SOCIALISTS
MAY RETAIN SEATS

Assembly In Mood to Keep
Those Who Did Not Favor

Soviet Idea.

Br WILLIAM G. SHEPHERD
(I. X. S. Staff CtiriMUlwtl

ALBANY. N. Y., Jan. 29..There
was a persistent rumor, at the open¬
ing of Investigatlon of unseated so¬

cialist assemblymen here this morn¬
ing. that the five assemblymen on
trial do not all represent the aame
brand of socialism, and that the as¬

semblymen are prepared to dismiss
thrte of the five socialists and permit
the other two to remain in the as-

wmWr.
Support of the Russian soviet ap¬

pears to be the crlteron of (rood or
bad socialism. Classens, Weldman,
and Solomon delivered speeches at a

meeting in New York city on the
night of November 7, 1919, called to
celebrate the second anniversary of
sovietlsm in Russia Dewitt and Orr,
the other two assemblymen, have not
been shown by the evidence to have
expressed themslves in favor of so-

vltlsm.
Col. Theodore Roosevelt said this

morning: "I haven't anything to say
about the story that I am planning
to try to stop the Socialist Irvestiga-
tion at Albany. If I say one thing
or another I will be dignifying a story
that never should have been pub¬
lished."
"But the public wants to know

where you stand," it was suggested.
"So many stories have been published
about your attitude that thi' public
curiosity is great."
"Why. the trial is on." he said. "A

juror has no right to speak a'oout a

trial while he is sitting."
"But do you think the so called

trial ought to go on?" he was asked.
"I can't say a word." he answered.
It is known that Roosevelt has ex

pressed himself as being sorry that
he had been carried Into the anti-
Socialist Assemblymen movement.
Many of his political friends have ad¬
vised him to side with the bar asso¬
ciation attorneys in their opposition
to the Assembly action.

It is still believed he may make an

effort shortly to get the Roosevelt
name registered against the action.
William McKlnley's birthday was

noted In the Assembly chamber this
morning durlpg the Investigation of
unseated Socialist assemblymen. A
porter hung from the speaker's desk
a placard, printed in heavy black,
which bore McKlnley's name and the
date.

TWO AMERICAN FLIERS
STOX HELD IN MEXICO

No Steps Yet Taken By U. 8. to
Bring About Release of

Aviators.

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., Jan. 29..Offi¬
cers of the Southern Department
headquarters said today that no

steps as yet have been taken to ob¬
tain the release of two American avi¬
ators taken prisoner by Mexicans fol¬
lowing a forced landing near the min¬
ing town of Herrera, thirty miles be¬
low the border.
According to advices received at

headquarters, the aviators. Lieuten¬
ants Davis and Grimes, became con¬
fused during a fog and followed the
Solado river Into Mexico In the be¬
lief they were proceeding up th*
Rio Orandc. They are members of
the Eighth aero squadron at McAllen,
Tex.
The last word from the aviators

said thoy expected to obtain their re¬
lease some time today, and headqusr-
ters today was awaiting further ad¬
vices before taking action.

U. S. SHOES S2.70 IN POSEN.
ZURICH. Jan. 2#..In the city «f

Posen. formerly Qerman. now Polish.
Amerloan shoes are selling for $2.70
a pair, a price list of Imported goods
shows.

$10,000 OPIUM SEIZED.
DETROIT. Jan. 29..In s raid here

'police seised $10,000 worth of opium
land a complete outfit for Its smok-
ling. Thr*« CWmims wer* trnaM,

t

President of W. R. and E. Shifts
Responsibility for Delay

of Combine.

VIEW COMPULSION AS LIKELY

Probers Convinced Consolida¬
tion of Street Railway Lines

Must Be Forced.

William F. Ham, president of the
Washington Railway and Electric
Company, washed his bands of all
responsibility for failure of the
traction systems to merge, when he
testified today before the House Dis¬
trict committee on the proposed
merger legislation.

Instead of putting the responsibil¬
ity npon the two traction companies,
Mr. Ham shifted the blame upon
Congress for its failure to provide
the necessary legislative machinery
to carry out such a project.

Blames Congress.
"There is no possibility of merging

until necessary legislation is pro¬
vided," Mr. Ham said. "I un¬

derstand why the companies are

blamed when Oongreaa Itself has not
done anything."

President Ham's testimony before
the committee this morning served to
convince members of the committee
more than ever that the next step to
be taken is compulsory merger of the
traction systems. A bill providing for
this by acquisition of railway prop¬
erties through condemnation proceed¬
ings is about to be introduced into
the House.
Mr. Ham said he did not believe

the power of Public Utilities' act was
broad enough to permit an immediate
merger without additional legisla- |
tion. He voiced the opinion of Con¬
gressman Benson, of Maryland, that
a merger now would hardly be pos¬
sible because most of the property of
the Washington Railway and R!e<'-
trlc Company is mortgaged. The
way must be paved by Congress, was
the general consensus of opinion.

Advantageous to Public.
During the early part of his testi¬

mony, Mr. Ham brought to the atten¬
tion of the committee the desire of
the Washington Railway and Electric
Company for a merger.

"It seems reasonable that a mer¬
cer of the railway properties of this
< ompany and its subsidiary compan- '

ies with those of the Capital Tra<
tion Company could be brought ab >ur.
with advantage to the public anil
fairness to security holders." h»
quoted from a statement to the stock¬
holders of the company.
"Such a merger, however, shoul l

Include the railroad lines of our com¬
panies and the Capital Traction Com¬
pany located within Maryland as well
as within the District of Columbia,
and should be combined with a plan
of service at cost guaranteeing a rea¬
sonable return upon the investment
and at the sam<' time insuring the
car rider service at actual cost."

Relates Former Attempts.
Mr. Ham related attempts on tho

part of the Washington Utilities Com¬
pany some years ago to bring about
a merger of the Public Utilities Com¬
pany's lines In the city.
Because it was regarded by TMs

trlct officials as a "stock-Jobblr*.
deal," ho remarked, the plan was a
failu re.
Through the efforts of that com

pany to effect a merger, he said. Set.
ator L* Pollette's amendment to th
Public Utilities act was p.th-sed. Thi
prevents one corporation froi.
owning more than 10 per cent of th>
stock of another corporation In th-
District.
Mr. Ham expressed the opinion that

no merger plan would be approved by
the District Commissioners until a
valuation of the properties had been
completed. Although a merger has
been freely discussed, no concrete
plan has been submitted to the dire<
tors of either company.

Cites Other Figures.
Congressman Mapes airited Mr. Ham

If he thought It practicable from a

public standpoint to keep on Increas¬
ing the rate of fares so that the sub¬
urban lines, none of which pay ex¬

penses, could be made self-sustaining
"I do. Indeed," replied Mr, Ham.

"Tou can't pet a ride anywhere hard¬
ly for less than 7 cents."
To substantiate this statement he

showed figures of the street car fares
in other cities.
Bostonlans pay 10 cents to ride on

the elevated lines. In Pittsburgh the
fnre Is 10 cents, or 7>j cents a ticket;
Raltlmore, 7 cents stra'ght fare; St
tenuis. A rents snd tickets 7Vj eenti.;
Chicago, 8 cents, or two tickets for
15 cents: Kansas City, the same, lj,
Montreal, Cincinnati, and Council
Bluffs. 7-cent fares, orrfour ticket-;
for n quarter, prevail.
The qtiestlofl of taxation consumed

the greater part of the hearing today
(Continued tm Pags Z»OI. 1^


