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P o wering When “Baby”
Decolletage Best Was Still a Maid.

HEN “Baby” Best—to be accurate,
Annie Livingstone Best-Smith-
(® Carroll; the lovely daughter of
Mrs. . Clermont Livingstone Best and pro-
tege of the late Mrs. Astor—was married
just the other day to Mr. W. Sackett Duell,
Jr., of Philadelphia, all fashionable society
of New York and Newport sighed and won-
dered whether her tumultuous matrimonial
career had at last ended in a haven of peace.
%or Mr. Duell is a manufacturer with a
large fortune: he has no particular social
ambitions, although his family is one of
the best; he is much older than “Baby”
and therefore, perhaps, can guide her
along the sometimes rocky path of matri-
mony, finding clear trails in which she \\'i_ll
not stub her pretty toes and stumble—as
was certainly not the case with her when
under the guidance of her two former
husbands.

Also the sun shone upon their wedding,
_nd the old saw says “U'nhappy the bride
it rains upon”—and dig it not rain upon
each of her former wedding days? Straws
show which way the . wind blows and it
may be that the state of the weather does
have something to do with happy mar-
riages In these ouija-board ruled days
who knows what is truth and what is not?

But seldom in the complicated annals
of fashionable society has one short span
of life bern so tumultuous, so crowded with
trouble as the past twelve vears have

been for “Baby " Dimpled and chubby in
her cradle, she wi called even then by
this aftectionat obrquet Newport kept
the pet name for her as the best fitting.
“Baby" Best she has becn all through her
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should have the | frlon | name entitled
her to, leasd a small, vliive colttage
on Bellevue avenue, Newport, and bent
every nerve to place nd keaep “Paby” in
the set to whlceh ghe was born

It was a Lrd struggle, for the dauvghter
needed pretiy clothes, and plenty of them

She needed. first, a smart phaeton, and
later an ele tric ronabout., And she had
them. Her comiv=out party in Newport
was as perfectly done as that of any rich
man's daughte:

The late Mrs. Astor, then in her declin-
ing years, took her up and set the seal of
her approval by inviting her to the always
famous mid-season ball given at Beech
wood. At this ball Colonel John Jacob
Astor signalled Miss Best out for special
attention, and even the newly rich mem
bers of thesalony understood that this
debutante was not to be ignored Her
first SBummer ‘wahk, therefore, ver bril
Mant, and whfn Mrs. Best took & honse
on East Sevanty-ninth street [or the hoight

of the New York soason “Baby's"” star rose
high in the heavens
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man of good family,
who had not a cent to
bless himself with.
Soclety will always
insist that this was
the one truly great
and only love affair in
“Baby"” Best's life.
For two years she
kept Holbrook at her
feet, seemingly loath
to send him away and
yet afraid to marry
him,

When things had
reached a desperate
state in Mrs. Best's
affairs a miracle hap-

pened. Came one day

by name, who fell

madly in love with F‘_“’ Con-
Miss Best. As a son siderably
of Wellington Smith, When She
millionaire manufac- Becomes
turer of Lenox, Mass., .

’ < Mrs. Eli Yale

the young man ful- -
filled every financial Smith.
expectation of the
troubled girl, and, urged into it by her rel-
atives and her dire needs, she broke with
Holbrook and announced her engagement
to Yale-Smith

Following his last meeting with the girl
he adored, Alfred Holbrook went to his
hotel and shot himself through the head!

The marriage wasg celebrated in Grace
Church on the stormiest day of the Winter,
Ten days later events came fast and
thick and proved that the rain omen had
been only too well founded. The mother,
guiet!y recovering from the strain of the
wedding and happily looking forward to
some peace of mind, was called to the tel-
¢phone, | Long distance was calling her.
At the other end of the wire her daughter
frantically told her that Eli had no money
and his father refused to send him any.
They had to have it at once for their hotel
bill and travelling expenses
Down fell poor Mrs. Best's house of
cards., Heartbroken she secured funds and
telegraphed her daughter to réturn home
with her husband In the end Mrg. Best
fonnd that she had to pay even for the
nd enwagement ring blazing on her
ter's finger
[ June, jusf seven months from the day
of Lher marrinze. Annie Best Smith =ecured
a divorce from her hushand, and, poorer
i every way he joined her mother in
Newport,  Shortly after -this Yale-Smith,
e now styled himself, went into bank-
ruptey and betook himself to Europe. He
figured in several sensational financial epi-
sodes, being arrested in London for non-
payvment of his hotel bill, and later, on his
refturn, was azain arrested on the charge
of the Blackstone Hotel in Chicago, where
it was alleged he passed a fraudulent
check
These latter episodes, however, did not
concern his ex-wife, for she had already
won her freedom and wag considering a
saecond marriage Two years after her
divorce Mrs. Annie Best, as she called
herselfy, by consent of the courts, an-
nounced her encagement to Arthur Car-
roll, son of General Howard Carroll, of
New York, whose country place at Tarry-
town iz one of the show places on the
Hudson River
This engagement delighted both the
cangh and her mother. for the Carrolls
were absolutely all vight socially; they
hed grea! wealth and, incidentally, were
exceedingly  worth-while fomily from
y viewpoint
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~—And as Mrs. Duell, as This Painting by Halmi Shows, Much, Much
More Has Vanished
Decolletage.
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