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Fashionable Society at Aiken Much Distu

[Cdieo Cottage,
the Rose Trellis, the
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HEN it became known at
fashionable Aiken recently
that Mrs. Clarence W. Dolan,
wife of the millionaire Philadelphia
gas and traction owner, had tele-

phoned late the night before to the
chief of police and reported the
stealing of about $75,000 worth of
jewels from her bedroom safe, &
shiver of appreliension went through
the colony. Was this the prelude
to another epidemic of robberies
such as had occurred (wo Years
ago, when not only Mrs. Dolan then
suffered a considerable loss, but a
number of others, among them Mrs.
Dorothy Whitney Straight, Josef
Hofman and Lady Kemp? _ <

At that time the thief showed a
remarkable familiarity w.th the
habits of those from whom he stole
and an unusua] discrimination in the
matter of the jewels he took. Nor
were the robheries done by servants
—that was clearly proven. The evi-
dence pointed to someone, unscrupu-
tous and daring who moved among
his victims as one of them. A Raf-
fles, in short, who either did the
stealing himself or furnished the in-
formation by which his aides could
operate. \

The details of the second robbery
of Mrs. ‘Dolan when they were
secured only stimulated the uneasi-
ness. ;
For the jewels had been taken
from a safe in her bedroom; a safe
that was hidden behind heavy sur-
tains in the very room where she
slept!

The gems consisted of a pearl
necklace to which Mrs. Dolan was
sentimentally attached, two ping and
a pair of earrings. The necklace
contained fifty-nine rare pearls,
three very large. One pin she. con-
sidered priceléss because of its asso-
clations—it was a diamond and ruby
service badge given her by the Gov-
ernment for teaching French to
soldlers about to go overseas. The
earrings were of extraordinarily
large and perfect pearls set in rare
old French gold. The other pin
was' a vemy valuable one of platinum and
diamonds. Altogether the jewels were
worth from $75.000 to $100,000.

The Dolan residence in Alken is called
Calico Cottage. Mrs. Dolan's boudoir is
o1 the second floor. The safe, which is
about four feet high, ig placed near an
open window looking out upon the second-
story porch. Mrs, Dolan insists that this
window be left open night apd day no mat-
ter what the temperature. = Up the porch
runs, like the steps of a ladder, a heavy
trallis for the climbing roses which act as
a screen to the lower piazza. The sale {8
covered with heavy curtains,

Mrs. Dolan wore the jewels on the Sun-
day mnight previous to the Wednesday
when the theft was discovered. She. in-
sists that she locked the safe when she
put them in and arranged it according to
a combination which she thought that only
gshes knew. She keeps, however, a memo-
randum of the combination for use In
event of memory failing or suome other
such #mergency.

The gervants are ahsolutely bevond sus-
plclon: they are all old servitors on whom
the greatest dependence is placed. If the
safe had not heen locked it would have been
no hard matter for one who knew its loca-
tion to pass, in the darkness, the night
watchman; to climb the trellis to the top
porch, crouch at the window, and without
entering th: room, wherein Mrs." Dolan
might at the time have been sound asleep,

have swung open the safe door ana slipped
away with its contents

On the other hand, if the safe had heen
locked, as Mrs, Dolan believes It was, then
It would have heen necessary for the rob-

ber to have entered the room and manipu-
lated the combination.

But—and this I8 what troubles not only
goclety but the police—hoth of these theo-
ries presuppose the alarmicg facts that

the thief muet have known where the safe
was, known Mrs, Dolan’s whereabouts,
known the combhination If the safe was
locked and-—whether it was or was not
locked—must hde been possessed of in-
formation that no mere casual burglar
could possibly have!

Where did the thief get
tion?

If the safe was opened, the work was
that of a superexpert, for upomn its pol
lthed surface there was not left so much
as & pin scratch; nor were there any dis
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tinguishable finger marks upon the knob.
This, however, could be accounted for by
the robber wearing smooth and thin rnb-
ber gloves—which is one of the up-to-date
amination of the rose trellis showed marks
tricks of the advanced safe openers, , Ex-
amination of the rose trellls showed marks
which might or might not have been those
of climbing feet. Qutside of these there
was no trace,

Probably there is in all America no
greater concentration of wealth in the
form of jewels than there is at Alken.
And, therefore, it must, like any other
treasure house, attract the predatory
minded. The dimmer to which Mrs. Dolan
wore the gems the last time was a large
one given at a fashionable restaurant. At
the tables hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars worth of gems were on display. In
fact, it {8 a common sight to see small
rainbows of jewels flashing from ths white
throats and arms of the women in this ex-
clusive dining hall. Though the shades
are sometimes pulled down, they are more
often left lifted, and only a seven-foot-high
hedge of privet acts as a partial screen
against the public gaze. It is, therefore,
no difficult matter for anyone to mark
down certain jewels and their owners with-
out being under the necessity of being one
of society.

But to see a thing is not to possess it,
and there {8 no record of robberies of vio-
lence at Alken. To securs the gems cov-
etetl would be, under the circumstances,
far more difficult for the average cracks-
man or burglar than it would be in a large
city lke New York. Inevitably the pres-
ence of atrangers Is noted in such fashion-
able gathering places and their opportuni-
ties are correspondingly limited.

So much s this so that at Aiken the un-
usual custom of wearing jowellr_y even on
the golf links has recently come into
vogue, The pearl necklace that was stolen
had beef worn by Mrs. Dolan many times
on the Palmetto links.

Investigators from New York went
promptly to Alken and a most thorough
examination began of everyone connected
with Calico Cottage., When it was ended
no suapicion could posaibly be attached to
any of thbe servants, and one theory that
caddiea attracted by Mrs, Dolan’s wearing
the necklacq on the links had shinned up
the porch and gotten into the room and op-
ened fhe safe was thoroughly exploded.

he Was Entertaining

of Mrs.

“Cottage.” . -

The detectives were
very reluctantly forced
to admit that the bur-
glary had been. carried
out with extraordinary
deftness. Their opin-,
fon was that it had cer-
tainly -been dome by
someone in the colony
who moved in the same
circles as those he
robbed. A reward of
$2500 was offered by
Mrs. Dolan and pla-
cards were placed in all
the main parts of Alken,
telling the reader that
no questions would be
asked “positively,” and
that all communica-
tions would be held
“strictly confldential.”
It was thought that if
some caddy had really
stolen the gems or
somé professional thief
had been tempted to

take them the Ilarge
sum of the reward
would bring them to

terms of settlement.
The Dolan home, Cal-
fco Cottage, is situated
to the right of the fa-
mous “Whiskey Road,”

past Tall Pines, the
home of Colonel An-
thony Guser, of Phila-
delphia, and not far
from the home of the
late Senator Augustus
P. Gardner. The road
leading to the place runs also past the en-
trance way leading to the Palmetto Golf
Club, and is on a private roadway by Itaelf
looking down on Coker Springs Parties
pagsing the Gardner place would attract
attention at once as being bound for the
Dolan cottage, as the road ends at the
place,

Bince the Mrs. Willard Straight, Sand-
Hurst and Josef Hofmann robberies last
seasqn the Winter residents have been
eapocially guarded agninst trespassers of
any kind. No one pretending to hunt or
even actually hunting is allowed to enter
any part of the colony domainsg aslde from
the public highways. The watchman force
tas been doubled in some instances, and
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Mrs. Clarence W. Dolan, Whose Gems Have Disappeared
So Strangely.

it would take at least three men, two look-
outs and one worker, to get inside of the
Dolan grounds unnoticed. The place is so
private that strangers would at once be
observed on the place.

The Dolan robbery has all the marks of
the &kill and super-criminal efficlency
which two years ago caused such unrest

and worry in the fashionable coltage
colony.
The most unusual of these—that in

which the jewels of Mra. Dorothy Whitney
Stralght, slster of Harry Payne Whitney,

of New York, and youngest daughter
of the late Willlam C. Whitney, were
stolen—still remains an unsolved mys-
tery.
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The robbery occurred
on & Tuesday evening.
Barney Cralg, the Whit-
ney private night waleh-
man, reported at the usual
m- Droves, yith the

dignity becoming
Bis professign, signed the
_watchman's  report for
duty, bowed and olosed
the back door.

Craig made his first
round of the premises at
eight o'clock. No sound
or wunusual occurrences
disturbed his walk. The
Whitney cottage is.sur
rounded by ample grounds
with luxuriant shrub-
bery.

While Craig., the night
watchman, strolled about
the paths, the house was
ablaze with lights. Mrs.
Straight had two house
guests, Mrs, Arthur Swann
and Mrs. Harrison Tweed,
both well known in the
fashionable world of New
York, Newport and Palm
Beach. On the ground
floor the big culinary de
partment of the Whitney
cottage was busy, and
many servanis were pre-
paripg dinner for a party
of guests. At seven-thirty
Mrs. Straight, the hostess,
had finished dressing and
descended from her rooms
on the second floor and
greeted the gathering of
! guests in the drawing-
room. A few moments
later Mrs. Arthur Swann
wag released from the at-
tentions of her mald and,
descending the stairs,
joined the guests In the
drawing-room. A moment
later Mrs. Harrison Tweed
had finished dressing and
her arrival in the drawing-
room completed the party.

At ten minules of eight
dinner was announced.
The guests passed from
the reception room Into
the big dining hall, both
of which are on the ground
floor, and the busy bustle
of the household was centered upon the
kitchens, the pantries and the dining
room. The lights still burned on the bed-
room floor, but the malds soon left the
ladies’ rooms and either went to their own
apartments in another part of the house
or came downstairs,

gince the Whitney cottage is surrounded
by its own ample grounds it is not the
custom to pull the shades in the dining
hall during dinner, In spite of the vigl
jance of the, private watchman, Cralg, it
would have been guite possible for burg:
lars to watch the guests at dinner through
the windows and to have hidden behind
the ample shrubbery if the watchman
passed by on his rounds
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At any rate, whether from inside or from
outside the house, somebody became very
/usy upstairs while the merry dinner party
was in progress ddéwnstairs. Curiously
enough, the wealthy hostess, Mrs. Straight y
escaped the full force of the burglars’ at-
tentions because her maid had thoughtrully
turned the key in her mistress’s bedroom
door when the hostess went down to din-
ner.

The dinner moved along smoodthly.
Groves, the head butler, saw that each ser-
vant was in his place and that the service
was prompt and {rreproachable. Barney
Craig, the faithful old servitor, walked his
beat around and about the premises. He
did not, of course, search the shadows of
each of the tall evergreens which screen
the house on all sides. But nobody doubts
the fidelity of the watchman, who had been
employed for years as caretaker of the
homes of the Hitchcocks and the Whit-
neys. )

The Whitney estate is one of the largest
in Aiken, the residence being right in the
centre of “Brooklyn,” the curiously named
(uarter selected by the very fashionable
set, and the very fact that the Whitney
grounds are so considerable in extent
makes it impossible for a watchman to be
sure that intruders are not hiding in the

hedges or the shrubbery.

Besides the jewels which the hostess
wore to the dioner, it is not known what
she left behind in her room. The door be-
ing locked, the thieves did not search ft,
80 nothing was lost and, therefore, no list
of Mrs. SBtraight's jewels was given to the
police. Mrs. Harrison Tweed left on &
dresser in her room a silver lace mesh bag
which was rather valuable in itself. It
contained four beautiful damond rings,
several jeweled brooches and a beautiful
pearl necklace worth many thousand dol-
lars. The silver bag and all that was in
it was taken

When Mrs. Arthur Swann went down to
dinner she left in her room on a small

writing desk two jeweled gold pins and
several other articles of value in a jewel
case, All were stolen. In a trunk in one

of the upstairs rooms were some things
belonging to the hostess, Mgs. Straight.
The lock of this trunk had been forced
open and bills to the amount of §1,600 and
jewels were taken. KEverything in the up
per tray of the trunk had been pawed over
in a hurried search. The thieves closed
down the lid of the trunk and hid the
broken lock by a silk scarf which covered

n part of the trunk. Did the thieves know
that there was money hidden io this trunk?

The robbery continued. for long to be a
mystery in spite of all the efforts made to

It was not made known to the
authorities until 10 o'clock the following
Wednesday morning. From that hour till
late in the afternoon the phone was kept
busy ringing up the Sheriff, the Chief of
Police and the deputies,

The loss was at first stated to be small,
and It was not until the following day that
it was learned that It amounted to al least
$50,000. Even then the loss from the
trunk was not included.

A New York dispatch wag sent 1o a
detective agency in cipher deacribing the
fewels, as the greatest anxiety was evl
dently felt to recover them before they had
been divided up into fragments,

But neither jewels nor cash were ever .
found.
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