
Twenty- Yea
Ends With
Of U. S. F

The civil service retiremei
law on August 20, and there ei

fought tights for legislation bet
erument employes in the histc
ment. It was a light actively
twenty years, the ups and dowi
to the present-day Ooverniuei
benefit more .than a half-millioi

Few are acquainted with t
Postmaster General Jacob Co
Taylor's C-abinet, formulated a

sioning of civil service emplo>
didn't come until 1920, seventy
Krom that early time almost con-*~

tlnuous effort* were made along the *

line of retirement, and alnce 1893 no

Congress ha* met but many retire- 1

ment measure* have been presented. 1

All. however, died In the committee
room, none having the approval of 1

the committee having them In charge,
or possessing practicability enough '

to aurvive Intelligent criticism.
MANV MCIIHMKM I'KOPOSKII. ,

Bills proposing all manner of re- r
tlrement scheme* were offerod. One |
of the first of these mca»ure» pro- |
vlde<l that 3 per cent of the saiar> of t
every classified employe who might
eo request should be held from lit-' r
monthly pay to create a retirement j
fund. i t

Employes physically disabled in the H
service would," under this bill, have f
been entitled to retirement on 40 per s
cent of their salaries, while those who f
had served thirty years or more could
be retired on their own application .
with 63 per cent of their annual pay. j
Employes who had reached the age of v
seventy, and had served ten year* f
would have been compulsor'ly retired,
A succeeding bill differed from this j

» in that not more than per cent of n
the employe would be deduceted and ^
the voluntary feature was eliminated. v
It provided for compulsory retirement
at the age of seventy, and voluntary
retirement at sixty-five years after
thirty-five years' service, at one-seventiethof the average salary for each (1
year of service. j

Still another measure attempted to
solve the problem by compulsory p
purchasing by each employe of an an p
nuity in a life Insurance company ap- 1
proved by the Government. 1<
The preventing of super-annuation t1

by providing that all persons over n

i
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a

r Fight
Enactment
*ension Law
it act becomes effective as a

ids one oi the mo^t earnestly
tering the conditions of Gov
>ry of the Federal establish
extending over a |>eriod of

is of which were little known
ut worker, although it w.U
i employes.
he fact that as early as 1849
>llins, of President Zachary
bill looking toward the j>enessome day.and that day
one years later.
ev.aty a. th« tin,, of
he act muat be dlamiaged
hree yeara. »nd lh*l ,h*r"

.hould:eoinfrr..r#w«"e'propel of -
ither maaaure

__.i#v ,he ,Age llmlta. amount of "nu"r^*.oat to the employe and to the t.ov
rnment were point, of repeVtedcon^entlon which -o one -.eem.d wUrn

_o agree upon, and disputes
,o doubt retarded r«tlr«m*nt to thl<
kiP dttV Rv«n und*r the Sterling »

,ohlhach bill the.e point. do not .eem <
o be satisfactorily *e'tl

, ,h. ,.tir«Inthlx early period of the retlr «
nent fight employe, realized moat (
teer.lv the need of xom.- 1iefore they could hone for "ucceaa. ,
in,l the pioneers In the movement di* ,

ilayed the greate.t \f 1
tood Judgment In their untiring ef

^°For the purpo.e of forwarding.ueh ,

movement, and more especially for »
he collecting of sufficient data_ on ,
rhloh to base a safe. .ound. ,nd con

ervative plan of action, a "«mb'r !
mnlove. In 1900. organized the tnnHedy8t»t.. Civil Service Retire- >

nent Association. It «»« the r

eg Inning of the battle torPe".lon,"ich culminated in victory thia
prlng

LVMA.N FIIWT LEADER.
To thia association much credit Is f
ue for the later success of retire t
lent. The organizations first presl-, .
ent wax Charles H. l.yman, then ap- (ointment clerk of the ^eaaury DeArtin ent He wa* succeeded in June.ffl by Jacob W Starr .who was the v

ading spirit on retirement for 1
vventy years. If a htstory on retire- c
lent ia written "Captain Starr.^asjhe^
!« '
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"CAP?. JACOB H SUHK,
who worked nearly twenty

years to kccure enactment by
Congreaa ut legislation providinga form of peaaMna for <» »eminentemploye* |n the claaalfledcivil err vice.

v. .

more popularly knows, will be
riven proper mention for hi* indestigahleefforta In behalf of pensions.
Some of the early leader* In the reirementmovement who are still ranlectedwith the Oovernment service

oday. are: Joseph Stewart, formerly
lecond assistant to i'ostmaster CentralBurleson, and now assistant to
he Attorney Ceneral on postofrice
a nee; Raymond Loranz. Interstate
'ommerce Commlaalon; I'ickens N'eaffle,solicitor's office. Navy Department;David I>. Caldwell, Department
>f Justice, and Robert Armour. War
Department.
The first meeting of the retirement

lasociatlon was comprised of a comnitteeof seventy, each bureau chief
laving been asked to name five em>loyesto represent his department.
This Initial gathering decided to
ackle the task ahead of them at the
>ottom. They realized that the ground
vork would be the determining of
he number of employes in the serrice.their age. aggregate pay and
ength of service.

HOSTILITY A RINKS.
Fundamental as this was If an arrumentfor retirement and a plan

o work it out was to be presented,
uch data was not available when
t was sought at the offices of the
Mvll Service Commission. So there
vas only one way to get this desired
nformation and the association set
>ut to gather It.
In this attempt their first oppoai

a i
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$3.48
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uoc troM Hoatlltty lowirl the re- |
| II- nl M MM l'< 'M
ui* obalactea In lh» early campaign.
The aaaoclation planned to circuital*c*rd< the employee which

waa objet l«'1 to by offlclala from all
Ida* Undaunted. "Captala" Itlarr,
aod olhar olfioara of the aaaodwjtoa.
ought the aid of ConinM and were
Instrumental In having a resolution
passed by the <«enate on Kebrgary 15.
1MH calling tpan the head" of the
various departments for laforBiatlon
aa to the i|«, aalary and length of
an vice of employee In their bureau

Accordingly. JO.ooo tarda *ir' » r-1
ulated. There wera about 311 000

Government employee In the P « ru t
at that time, but It * < (tiflcult to
determine who carat- under the civil
service Of the ca,rda aent out.
Mere filled In and returned to Ilia
fttfioclfttlon.

|>I»»K*!»U>% IK HAXhS,
Opposition growing out of inlaun-

derstandings and a lark of familiaritywith the purposes of the movement.continued to grow. Th a time
It came froin the employee' aiJe.
Many flatly refuaed to co operate
and attacked the leaders. Then the
association had lo weather a financial
t.-rlala. Although the duea were only
J& centa pel month, many ni'mberi
refjised to pay thla amount and droppadout.

In the m Id at of many difficultly*
the aosoclatlon began getting complaintsfrom the Held where employee
declared they were being dtscriniInaledagainst slnt e they had g jtun
the Impreaalon that only employes in
Washington were to be b«fi«flted by
the proposed retirement legislation
The loyal leadera k-pt plugging

away In apite of thu strong croasllreand went ahead compiling their
jialistlca, for the submission to acltuarlea ao that upon life aound, commercialcalculation of the latter
might be baaed a bill which would
atand tha teat of esperlence.
The aheeta. upon which the calou atlonaw ere tabulated, if connect* d,

would make a sheet aevcnly feet long
with figure* a* clone together aa consilientwith legibility. The vast
amount of work involved in thla tabulationwax voluntarily performed by
member* of the Civil Service IletlrementAssociation In the evenings at
their rooms at 14J3 N. w York avenuenorthweat. "Captain" Starr havinggiven his evenings and practicallyall his holldaj s for three years to
the labor rrf the association.

452 itlKKKHKVr HALARIBI.
The cards gathered by the usaociationdisclosed some interesting Information.In fact, it might be termedthe beginning of reclassification.

It was discovered that there were 4BJ
different salaries paid by the fjovern-
ment at that time. It was generally,
understood that there were Just severalscore of those.
The next atep was to gather Informationas to pension systems then in

operation bv private cont-em*. It
was found that some corporations had
already been pensioning their cm-1

T >
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|lo>e» for more than Ity rty years. I
fe »wiwi><.« u> ju'talr wplaymeni I

*"« aeltetf by Iht «s»o< lalloii aa an

argument to ('ongf>»a fur the Uovvmuientto follow ault.
After exhaustive lav*ai igations coveringevery postble angle the ret're"' 'itworkers art about to draft bills

I hey had collected what they believed
*» ail the available Information on

retiaenient then In existence. and they
went to Congress with the feeling
thai esery possible argument could
be answered.
The work of the association wai

progressing favorably and to the
gratification of all frlenda of the
movement, when there fall a thunder
bolt which for a time stopped the
work.
ItUUIKtlCI T HANDS MIT licit ACH

Thla setback came In the nature of
an order from Preeldeot Kooeevelt
forbidding all (iovernment employe*
fioin In any way attempting to Influencelegislation In thelf own In' real.Members of the aaaoclatlon
were afraid to proaecule the work,
und other scared to contribute th-<
-5-cent fee aa duea to defray the %kptusesof the actuaries and keep up
the organization.
At lakt, In February, 190:J, "CaplainStarr njade a strong appeal to

President Koosevelt for re'lrement.
with the result that he. was given
permission to continue the work of
I he actlvt committees of the aaaoclatlon,but forbade any efforts to urirt
the adoption of their bill when ft
was framed In accordance with the
dat» collected
Some time later President Roosevelthimself took steps which (really

facilitated ibe compilation of the nec

raary data. He issued an order to
the heads of the various departments
< ailing upon tham to furnish to the
Secretary of the interior the date o(

appointment of each officer and employe.his age and length of service,
and a atateinent aa. to whether the
Hoaltlon occupied by him was subject
to appointment by the President, or

waa excepted, whether the poaltlon
waa compel Itlvc, unc'aaslfled, tempcraryor subject to contract.
At one fltue there were eight retirementbill* before Congrea, all of

which were, of course, rejected to be
replaced by other measure* which met
the same fate.

THOI'SAMIN BEXKKIT.
Finally, victory came in the Sterlinglyehlbach hill after all these years

of persistent effort and personal micrU
flee on the part of the employes themselves.The hundreds of thousands
of (Iovernment workers who will
benefit by the pension system which
is about to go Into effect unquestion-
ably owe a debt of gratitude to the
unaelfish labor of the early ploneera
of retirement as well a* to the N'a-
tlunal Federation of Federal Km-
ptoyea and other organizations which
look up the latter day fight and uw
the measure through to realization.
Kven after this long struggle the

present retirement law seems to be

I
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l|3t«L Nellie Melfct, fam<n
granddaughter, photog

The child is the daughter o

Gworge Armstrong. Mine,
fifty third birthday.

1 ^ rV ^I
Just the beginning. Everyone . realtiesthat a more perfect law will some

day be enacted.but victory has been
won throuRh the fact that the Governmenthas finally recognized the
principle of retirement at leant,
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u ri rttk u4 her
taphtc' recently in London. I
f Mm 9 Melba's ton, Captain
MelU. recently passed her*'

hla automobile Ckarlea W. Hlflty, of J
Brooklyn, lo»t ooatrol of the machine ,

and, mounting a pairk In the center of t

the litre*t, ran dovn and Injured five 1

small stria at plaj. police iay. (
Aceordins to a patrolman a chow f

dotr waa n^fcted wft h the driver. The
dour attempted to l«ap from the auto- 1
mobile. Higley tried to atop the don

| and at the same time hold the uteer- ,<
ins wheel. The cair swerved toward 11
the amall park in *he center of the |<
roadway. 11

«

rfection Oil Cook
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Burner Size, $28.50 1

JAT REDU
Porcelain Table To

Your (HQ OQ Values
Choice tpOeOt/ $6.50 to

)hange your kitchen tabfc into a sai
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t Paper Dust Pan and Extension
White Brush Porch Gnie
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RISK NOT ALARMED
AT COERCION OILL

>inn Fein Leader Asserts EnglandAttempts to Rule
by Naked Sword.

NEW YOtVK. Aug "The repui»»
Ic is rullui Ireland with nil I l

tranches functioning properly whlls
England Is only rutin* by th« power
>f the naked sword." declare J I* *

(Jinnrli last nigh'. veteran
rtder la the cause of Irish freedom,
who la spending a few days in th»i
illy.
"The new coercion bill, recently

passed against the Irish people, tio-s
»ot give us any concern. In a countryalready trampled upon by the
nllHary, it will not materially change
onditlonx I want the bill *il I a
he people of tiiia country becauss it .

a inconsistent with human i.Wit;'. 1
HKHi: FUH HIM MBA1.TH.

Olnnell is in this country for the
mproveme'nt of his health which has
lecomr greatly impaired throurh con1nvment in Britiah prisons. He hi.s
>een in this country for three weeks
ind gridually. sk his health improve*,
le will Kite of his time to aid PresllentL»e Valem of trtv Irish Hepubllc
n the campaign for American recogiltlon.
Olnnell's stormy career In tha

louse of Commons has been reported
iften in this country. He has been
mprlsoned many times because of
lis stand for Irish liberty, the last
ime being in March of this year,
vhen he was released after a few
lays becaus« his health would not
»ermit of further confinement.
HAYK TWO hilt KI«\MK\T».

In speaking of the new republlo,
Jinnell said: "The people in Amer-'
ca don't seem to realize that th*
whole Irish nation Is now republicanby a larger majority tha*
Washington had when he established
lis new government. We duly elect
epresentati ves and have a govern- <
nent which is functioning In all &*>artments.
Our courts, botb civil and criminal,

ire used by both Unionists and R#>ubllcana,and the verdicts are c*r
iedout. Many land cases of twenyyears standing in English court*

live been settled In our courts witb>utbitterness. We have our 0*1
jolice ajid soldiery and they are eflcient.Side by side the two sy»emsof government are' functioning,
t U a strange situation."
Glnnell will remain in tM* city

>rer next Tuesday when a receptloa
prill be tendered both Mr. and Mr*.
Jlnnell by the Irish Women's Council
it the Hotel McAlpin.
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