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» HEN 1 first entered European
W soclety the mystery of the death
: of Crown Prince Rudolph of Aue-
tMa and his young companion, Baroness
Marie Vetsera, was still fresh In every-
body's mind.
" Nstdrally I was keenly anxious to learn
all I could about this tragedy. Who would
not have been? It was the profoundest,
the most baffling, the most tragic mystery

of our time. The heir fo a great empire
and his sweetheart, a beaut'ful young
woman of noble famlily, died suddenly in a
“hunting lodge at Meyerling, near Vienna,
All the power of the Emperor was ex-
erted to suppress the facts of the tragedy.
The néwspapers were only permlitted to
state that the Crown Prince had dled of {1l
negs and his body was shown lylng In
#fate In Vienna to prove this assertion.
No reference to the death of the Baroness
var permitted. Everybody of inferior
rank who could posefbly have had any
knowledige of the facts .was exiled or dia-
appeared from the face of the earth In
some way. '
And yet everybody knew that some
reit tragedy lay behind the death of the
rlgee., Pérhaps half a dozen verslons
wer wﬂ}npbh‘d about ahd contlaued to be
a! the timo of my entry Iatp soclety, One

vereion aoid that the infariated flance of
1! Phronesd broke Into the lodre and
klledl both the Prince and his companion

Aucothier yersion had it that the Prince,
l‘.‘ ' "

B

i1

forced to separate from his sweetheart by
his father, killed his father, killed her and
himself. One story even described horri-
ble mutilations which’ had been Inflicted
on the Prince by his enemies.

What-was the truth in'all this cloud of
mystery and confusion that surrounded
this notorious tragedy, when I entered the
soclety of those who had known many of
the persons concerned? During the firsi
vear of my married life I made the ac
quaintance of Princess Pauline Metter-
uich, member of a family that enjoyed the
highest position at the Austrian Court and
possessed rights of equality with relgning
houses,

The Princess had many relations In
France and was allied by marriage to
my first husband, Count Bernard de Pour-
tales. Bhe was a niece of the famous
Princess Metternich, who had been one of
the most brilllant figures in Parislan so-
clety - during- Napoleon I1ILl's relgn. The
Metternichs were one of the proudest fam-
flies of an: Emplre that was noted above
nll others for its anclent blue-blooded aris-
tocracy, and they had figured In court life
for centuries. They had always held such
high offices as chancellor, grand chamber
laln and grand marshal of the court and
few wsecrets of Hapsburg history could
have been concealed from them,

The Princess Pauline Metternich, whom
I met, was a frequent visitor to Cannes,
and In the season of which 1 write we be-
came quite Intimate, Now, I felt, was my
opportunity to obtain some lirht on the
darkest enlgma of our time, and one even-
ing, when the Princess was in a confiding
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Surprising Revelations of the Extravagances and Dissipations

IFTY croewned heads have lost their royal dominiens since
the great war—princes, princesses, spendthrift grand
dukes have perished or are in exile and in debt. To me

this is the most astounding development of the World War,
| HAVE LIVED my life among the royal rakes and spend.
thrifts of Europe.
1 HAVE ENJOYED many a tete-a-tete with that prinse of
high livers, the Prince of Wales, afterward King Edward Vil
" 1| HAVE SEEN the incredible extravagances and dissipations
of the Russian Grand Dukes, which bave recently caused their
expulsion from France.
I HAVE BEEN the honored gusst at the mest decollete fete
ever given by that imperial scapegrace, Grand Duke Boris.
I HAVE BEEN one of the elect of royal Cannes, the world's
| moat luxurious, delightful and aristocratic centre of gaiety.
1 HAVE BEEN held in the Sultan of Morocco's harem until
the European powers rescued me.
. 1 HAVE BEEN entertained by the superb Maharsjah of
Kapurthala, who gave me some of his priceless rubies.
1 HAVE SEEN the baren of the dreadful Sultam Abdul

S'capegraces. Many of Whom the World War Wiped Out,
Told by an American Girl Who Married Into the

Mdf-ﬁylﬂ‘-ﬂdhm
I HAVE SEEN a duks, & grandee of Spaim, climb at mid-

night to the window of my palice on Venice's Grand "l and

threaten to kill himself for love of me,

My first husband was a no)i.man of historic Frenct
and an ambassador in the div/
band was a nobleman of e .. -mlld-ufr-llya-dlu-l
secial conmections. My American aunt, the Baromess de Cha-
retts, who introduced me to I'reach society, was marvied to a
kigsman of the roysl Bourbons.

Hente my opportunities to see all that was mest alluring and
extravagast in the intimate royal life of Europe. The war sent
-.!.A-orh‘..-‘mhtlthmlboﬁhk"ﬁ.d‘
ora of semsuality, self-indulgence, intemperance and prodigality
and | can understand why it holped to bring on the great catas-
trophe, and why so many shinir.g lights of that period have :
condemned to ruin and oblivion. :

1 shall describe more fully in these columns the
lsodes to which | have referred and many others
znmm-nyhnachuﬂo'd.m
esting, receatly closed chapter in the world'« history.
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She did everything to the Hungarian nobility and her mother

mood, I approached the subject. From her
and other sources I have pieced together
the statement that follows.

To my amazement the Princess informed
me that the Crown Prince had not been
shot and had not committed suicide, but
that his head had been crushed in by a
full champagne bottle. She declared that
t¢he had the Information from one who was
present at the affray, but that she could
not tell and no one would ever tell who
threw the fatal bottle. Crown Prince Ru-
dolph's death, she insisted, would remain
& mystery forever.

While she gave me much unknown in-
formation concerning the Crown Prince's
life, she also told me many vther secrets
of the Imperial Hapsburg family—a
glimpse Into a chamber of horrors that
has no parallel in the modern world, No
wonder that the Hapsburg empire crum-
bled into ruin during the great war and
that the ancient Imperia]l family, the heirs
of centuries of crime d madness, were
humbled to the dust!

The Crown Prince Rudolph, only son of
Emperor Francis Joseph and the ill-fated
Empress Elizabeth, was the most dissi-
pated member of his family. All the
hereditary evils had set their mark on
him. Of frail physique, a neurotic, his
eyes blinked and his hands trembléd con-
gtantly, Drinking and other excesses had
increased his natural defects. Yet many
persons thought him very charming,

“Rudolph’'s greatest misfortune,” sald
my Informant, “was hla marriage to
Stephanie, daughter of Leopold, King of
the Belgians, They never knew a mo-
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' ment's happiness.

The Last Photograph of Baroness Marie Vetsera,
as She Looked When She Fascinated
the Crown Prince.

{maginable to Infuriate her fickle husband,
and he in return decetved hes th_mofully."
The worst villain, 1 was told, in the
tragedy of Meyerling, was Prince Philip of
gaxe-Coburg. He was married.io Princess
(ouise, sister of the  Crown !’rinceu
Srephanie. Phillp had indulged Immoderate.
s n all the joys of life, He was a toper and
a sensualist to & positively shocking de-
gree. 1am sure he would never have been
¢olerated . even iD
z .. the reckless roysl
circle iIn which 1
moved at Cannes.
~ Prince-Phllip !l
treated his wife so
outrageotsly (st
* he mearly ket hrer
_ reason, and then e
~ took advantage of

ment and. eloped’

. -~

“y

alded and

. aged Crqwn
Rudolph In ‘
wickedness and &’
sipations. The

a

inexhaustible
wealth at his coin
mand and was bé
youd the reach of
law. From his
youth he had been
noted in Vienna for
his shameless pur-
suit of virtue In
high or low posi-
tion and his entire
disregard for the
righta of husbands.

His marriazse
made no difference
in his conduct, aud
within a week he
was engaged In a
new affair. The
Crown Princeas
was unattractlve
and Rudolph made no secret of his con-
tempt for her. Her fallure to produce a
male Leir to the throne added to the mis-
erable situation into whica she fell at the
Austrian Court,

Prince Philip of Coburg acted as an in-
termediary for Crown Prince Rudolph in
his affairs and appeared to find it an en-
joyable occupation.

The Crown Prince employed an army of
creatures to minister to his desires, from
princes down to that strange being, Brat-
fisch, his private cabdriver. It was Brat-
fisch’'s mission to convey women to the
secret entrance which led to the Crown
Prince's apartments in the imperial palace.

Rudolph trusted this man more than any
of his followers.

Behind the vast old Imperial palace in
Vienna—the Hofburg—was a narrow lane
separating it from the palace of the Arch-
duke Albert, In the wall of the imperial
palace, in this lane, there was a small iro~
door.

Many a falr friend of the Crown Prince
was driven to that little door. At a signal
the door opened and the expécted persoh
was conducted down a long corridor, up
to the roof of the palace, then over the
roof and down again to the Prince’s apart-
ments in front of the building. Nobody
coull have followed a missing daughter or
wife In there, ’

It was In the year before her death that
the Crown Prince cast his fatal eye on the
Baronrss Marie Vetsera. She was only
elghteen years old, as lovely and exquisite
a creature I hellave aa the world had ever
seen. Her father, Baron Vetsera, belonged

Great Brita'n T/ ghts Roserved.
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Crown Prince hatl .

was & member of & Greek family nameu
Baltazzi, that had acquired great wealth
in Constautinople.

The Vetiseras were known at court, and
the Crown Prince's attention was first at-
tracted to the little Baroness Marle at &
fashionable race meeting. He sent mes-
sages to her and arranged a secret meet-
ifag. The poor little girl was completely
fascinated by bher imperial lover and fell
deeply in love with him. There were many
secret rendezvous. ;

The affair became known at court and
caused more excitement than any of the
Crown Prin¢e's npumerous intrigues, The
girl was unmarried, very young and of
high position. Her family demanded that
the Emperor Francis Joseph should inter-
vene and call his son to account. On the
other hand, there was ground for suspect-
ing that Rudolph intended to obtain a di-
vorce from his wife and marry the Baron-
‘ess Marie Vetsera.

My informants told me that Rudolph,
who was a reckless man and on bad terms

“with his father, intended to accept the

throne of Hung: v, which was eager to
separate. from Austria. ' Such a project
7 of course, treason to-the Emperor of
Austria and might have been punished by

'8 before the tragedy of Meyer
the Crown Prince bad a long inter
! #he Emperor. What passed was
pelret, but it is certain that the old
monarch absolutely gommanded his son to

_cease his affair with the Baronéss Marie
+~ Vetsera, There was a dreadful rumor in

.VYienna that the Baroness was really the
old Emperor’s daughter and that he used
this fact to make sure that his son would
obey his command, but I am informed that
there was no basis for the rumor.

The Crown Prince planned another meet-
ing with his sweetheart. Did he intend to
say good-by to her forever or did he In-
tend to defy his father and live with her?

No one wil ever know, for the anawer was.

buried in the grave with the couple.

On that fatal January day Rudolph asked
an accomplice, a countess, to help the
Baroness Marle to get away from the Vet
sera palace. This woman asked Marie,
with the permission of her mother, to go
out for a drive, In the presence of the
gervants this woman told the coachman to
drive to a certain jewelry store in Vienna
The obliging countess went into the store
When she came out the Baroness Marié
Vetsera had left—to enter the Imperial
palace by the secret door.

On the same afternoon Crown Prince
Rudolph, with his sweetheart, set out in a
great landau, loaded with all sorts of com-
forts, for his luxurious hunting estate at
Meyerling.

He had Invited a party of gay friends
and bon vivants to join him. There were
archdukes and princea of his family and
geveral lively members of the nobility.

Prince Philip of Coburg, 1 was told, had
just Seen commissioned by his father-in-
law, ®4 King Leopold of Belgium, to pu
suade Rudolph to separate from the Bar-
oness and cease to humiliate the King's
dapghter. On the other hand, the Bal
tazeis, cousins of the Baroness Marie, act-
ing on behalf of tha Vetsera family, wished
Rudolph to make some arrangement less
degrading to their family.

The evening:was spent in-feasting and
coplous drinking. Rudolph became wildly
excited and offensive., The Baroness re-
tired to her room. The guarrelline was
renewed among the men and a vjolent
scuffle took place,

Suddenly a full champagne bottle wasn
hurled across the room and struck the
Crown Prince In the side of ‘the head. TMe
tell to 'theifloor with his head completely
beaten' in, great fragmenta of glass stick:
ing deep Into his brain

At that m>ment the door opened and the
Baroness Marie entered, All the men in
the room were bonnd together, for they
had'all been more or less eoncerned in the
doed. But here was a love-crazed woman

who would surei. denounce them to the
world. i "

A revolver was raised and she fell dead
with a nullet through her bead. :

This .rsion of the tragedy, which was
told i .« long ago, has recently besg pub-
licly -confirmed by the former Archduke
Leopold Ferdinand, a cougin of the Em-
percr. Leopold was an original character,
who abandoged his imperial rank long be-
fore the fall of the Empire and married
acLriss. e

Scme of the highly placed persons
vplved In the tragedy told the Emperor
what had happened. He was so -oven
whelmed with horror and grief that he
simply gave orders to suppress the detalls
of the affair as far as possible because of
the disgraee it would bring on his - oerial
house. - That §g why it has alwe been
invo ved in mystery, and probaby twayrs
will be. »

Tt e church-bells of Vienna began o toll
when the Crown Prince's death was an-
nourced, Then the rumor spread that he
had committed sui¢ide, and they stopped
ringing. The Emperor sent word* that
thern was no truth in the rumor dnd they
toliel again. 1
. In order to conceal the hosrible affray in
which he had died the Crown Prince’s
skull was restored to a natural shape by
means of way and hair. This work was
done by a well-known court sculptor, ldhs
in tte confidence of the Emperor. Thus
prepired, the body looked presentable as
it lay in state for the customary period.

The body was buried in the crypt of the
Capuchin Church, where the Hapsburgs
have been laid to rest for eight hundred
years. . Before the bedy could be placed
there the Emperor had to answer a strangs
old medlaeval list of questions concerning
the dead. One question was: “Did he
die by his own hand?” The Ewmperor aa-
swered "No" and foliuwed the coffin alone
into the vault, .

Than came -another )jroblem for the
cynical court officials .,i Vienna—to hide
the iate of Baroness Marie, so that the
court fiction might be upheld that there
had keen no scandal and that Rudolph had
died iccidentally, The Baroness's mother,
Baroness Helen Vatsera, was ordered by
the Emperor, on the day tha tragedy waa"
known, to go Immediately to Venite and
there give out a report of her daughter's
death by drowning. od

The details ot .n+ secret burial of Marie
Vetsera have bee: given correctly, 1 be
lieve, by Countess Marle Larisch, who was
a. first cousin of Crown Prince- Rudolph.
Bhe was a daughter by a morganatic mar
riage of Duke Ludwig of Bavaris; brother
of the Empress Elizabeth of Austria, The
Countess Larisch acted as an Intermediary

between Rudolph and Marie Vetsera, and
she had a better opportunity than any

. other person of learning certain de:afis of

thelir tragedy. '

- On the day following Marla's
Count Stockau snd Alexander | . 'L
both incles of Marie, recelved o

the Emperor to proceed to Meoyot

the evening. They were takon ther

large closed carriage. Thae chivl o
recret police sat beeide the coachmun

The uncles were taken [ito the
room, where Marie's body had been b
in a tasket. They were Informea!l hnt ¢
corpse of the Baroness was to bLn fully
dressed and prepared to look as thopb
she was still living, and then her body wa:
to be taken to the carriage.

“You are to support the body,” aald 110
functionary significantly, “In such un w.y
as to make it appear that the Barono-
still lives."

The poor uncles were forced to t:ke
part In dresa'ne up the dead. Thoy
smoothed her heavy hair and pinned K up
in a great twist. They washed away the
blood stalna from her face. Dr. Wiesder
hofer, the court physician, had bound up
the shattered skull with a lawn bandage,
Thia sroke and Count Stockaun bound up
the wund with his black sllk cravat. '

They dressed her in her dalnty under

(Continued on Neat Puc)

1

i
1

-
J

a
)



