;,

Chesterton Likes US
Journalists, But Finds
. ‘Head’ Writers Cynics

(Copyright, 1931, by Universal Service, Inc.)
This article is the second of a series appearing in The IVualgiuﬁon
Times in which Mr. G. K. Chesterton writes about “First Impressions of,
America.” The first article appeared last Sunday.

Among my i'mpresaiona of America I have delib-

erately put first the

of the Irish-American inter-

viewer, standing on the shore more symbolic than the

Statue of Liberty.

The Irish interviewer’s importance for the English lay
in the fact of his being an Irishman, but there was also
considerable interest in the circumstance of his being an

interviewer.
And as certain wild birds sometimes 4
wing their way far out to sea and

are the first signal of the shore, so
the first Americans the traveler
meets are often American interview-
ers, and they are generally birds of
a feather, and they certainly flock
together. In. this respect there is a
siight difference in the etiquette of
the craft in the two countries which
I was delighted to discuss with my
fellow-craftsmen.

If I could at this moment fly back
to Fleet street (I wish 1 could) I
am happy to reflect that nobody in
the world would in the least wish
Lo interview me, 1 should attract no
more ‘attention: than the stone grif-
fin apposite the law courts; both
monsters being grotesque, but also
famHiar.

COMPARES BAD JOURNALISM
TO “STOLEN THUNDER.”
But supposing for the sake of ar-

gument, that anybody did want to in-
terview me, It Is fairly certain that
the fact of one paper publish:ng
such an Interview would rather pre-
vent the other papers from doing so.
The repetition of the same views of
the “same individual in two places

would be considered rather bad
Jjournalism; it would have an air of
stolen thunder, not to say stage
thunder.

But in America the fact of my
landing and lecturing was evidently
regarded In the same light as a mur-
der or a great fire, or any other ter-
rible but incurable catastrophe, a
matter of interest to all pressmen
concerned with practical events,

One of the first questions I was
nasked was how I should be disposed
to explain the wave of crime in New
York. Naturally, 1 replied that it
might possibly be due to the number
of English lecturers who had recently
landed. In the mood of the ymoment
it meemed possible that if they had
all been interviewed regrettable inci-
dents might possibly have taken
place,

But this was only the mood of the
moment, and even as a mood did not
last more than a moment. And
since it has reference to a rather
common and a rather unjust conecep-
tion of American journalism, I think
it well to take it first as a fallacy to
be refuted, though the refutation may
require a rather longer approach,

I have generally found that the
traveler fails to understand a for-
eign country, through treating it as
a tendency and not as a balance. But
if a thing were always tending in
nne direction it would soon tend to
destruction. Everything that mere-
|y progresses finally perishes,
AMERICAN INTERVIEWERS
HAVE GOOD MANNERS,

The American interviewers really
have exceedingly good manners for
the purpose of their trade, granted
that it Is necessary to pursue their
irade. And even what is called their
hustling method can truly be said to
cut both ways, for if they hustle
in, they also hustle out,

It may not, at first sight, seem the
very warmest compliment to a gen-
tleman to congratulate him .on the
fact that he soon goes away. But it
really is a tribute to his perfection
in & very delicate social art; and I
im quite serious when I say that in
ihis respect the imterviewers are
artists.

It might be mare difficult for an
Englishman to come to the point,
particularly the sort of point which
American journalists are supposed,
with some exaggeration, to aim at.

It might be more difficult for an
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Englishman to ask a total stranger
on the spur of the moment for the
exact inscription on his mother's
grave; but 1 really think that if an
Englishman once got so far as that,
he would go very much further,
and certalnly go ‘on very much
longer.

American interviewing Is gener-
glly very reasonable, and it is al-
ways very rapid. And even to those
to whom talking to an intelligent
fellow creature is as horrible as hav-
ing a tooth out, may still admit-that
American interviewing has many of
the qualities of Amerigan dentistry,

Another effect that has given rise
to this fallacy, this exaggeration of
the vulgarity and curlosity of the
press, is the distinction between the
articles and the headlines; or rather
the tendency to ignore that distinc-
tion.

The few really untrue and wun-
scrupulous things 1 have seen In
American “stories” have alwuys been
in the headlines. And the headlines
are written by somebody elfe—some
solitary and savage cynic locked up
in the office, hating all mankind and
raging and . revenging himself at
random, while the neat, polite and
rational pressman can safely be let
loose to wander about the town.

For instance, 1 talked to two de-
cidedly thoughtful fellow-journalists
immediately on my arrival at a town
in which there had been some labor
troubles. 1 told them my general
view of labor in the wvery largest
and perhaps. the vaguest historical
outline, pointing out that the ona
great truth to be taught to the mid-
dle claspes was that capitalism was
itself a crisis, and a . pasieng crisis;
that it was not so much that it was
breaking down as that it had never
really stood up. Slaveries could last
and peasantries could last, but wage-
earning communities could hardly
even live, and were already dying.
MADE TO TAKE SIDES IN
TROLEY STRIKES.

Al this moral and even metaphysi-
cal generalization was most fairly
and most faithfully reproduced by
the Interviewer, who had actually
heard it casually and idly spoken,

But 4n the top of this column of
political philosophy was the extraor-
dmary Rnnouncement in enormous
letters, "“Chesterton Takes Sldes In
Trolley Strike."”

This was inaccurate. When I spoke
1 not only did not know that there
was any trolley strike, but 1 did neot
know ,what a trolley strike was, |
should have had an indistinet idea
that a large number of citizens earn-
ed their living by carrying things
about in wheelbarrows, and that they
had . desisted from their beneficent
activitiesa,

Any one who did not happen to be

a journalist, or know a little about | i

journalism, American and English,
would have supposed that the same
man who wrote the article had sud-
denly gone mad and written the title,
But | know that we have here to do
with two different types of journal-
ist, and the man who writes the head-
lines 1 will not dare to describe, for
I have not seen him except in dreams.

BELGIAN TROOPS CLASH
WITH GERMAN REBELS

PARIS, April 3.—Belgian troops
clashed with Communists at Moers,
Germany, several being killed and a

number wounded, according to a
Havas dispatch from Mayence,
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Down Go The Prices
~ On Men’s, Women’s,

We start the first warm month of the year-with sweeping reductions on seasonable
footwear, affording every member of the family the opportunity to select from our big
stocks of high-grade Shoes for warm weather wear. In this great early April-selection
we have a super-abundance of famous, nationally known trade-marked brands made to
sell for prices far higher—and every pair goes into the sale at a figure calculated to

make your economies large and your choice a thorough satisfaction.

SECOND FLOOR SPECIAL BARGAINS

WALKING OXFORDS

A number of styles of College Women's Walking
Oxfords in brown and black calf, including black and

brown kid skins; Goodyear welt soles,
Cuban heels, wing and the straight $5 85
tips. April Spring Special. . ........ . »

VICTORY PUMPS
The American Girl, Black Suede, Mat Kid and All-
Patent Victory Pumps, all hand turned soles; Jhigh

leathér and covered dress heels; prac- $ 4 8 5
®

tical and very satisfaclory; cannot slip
at heel. April Spring Special, at. . . .
PRACTICAL OXFORDS
l.adies’ Black Vici Kid Practical Oxfords for street
and general wear; also Brown Calf and Brown Kid
Oxfords. Craddock’s College Women’s make, Good-
year flexible welt soles, military and

PLAIN PUMPS

A number of styles of Ladies’ Spring-weight Plain
Opera Pumps; patents and dull leathers, flexible turn

soles, tendency to the narrow pointed $4 85
®

toes, medium long vamps, full Louis
heels. April Spring Special at. . . ...
BLACK SUEDE TIES
The American Girl Black Suede One and Three
Eyelet Ties, also Lace Oxfords; hand turned, flexible
soles, Louis XV dress heels, neat narrow toes, modern
vamps, always dressy, soft and easy.

SPRING LOW SHOES

Ladies’ New Spring Style Low Shoes for early Sum-
mer wear. Black Satin, Black Suedes, Black Kidskin,
Tan Kid and Calf, also Patent Leather. ° Plain
Pumps, Strap Pumps, Ties and Lace Ox-
fords; flexible turn soles, Louis XV dress

Cin ek "hoel Srne S, 56,85 b o B o St D € 4SO o SR $5.85
THIRD FLOOR SPECIAL BARGAINS

WHITE LACE SHOES

A few numbers in Ladies’ High White
Lace Shoes, in canvas and white kidskin,
among them La France, Carthean Col-

CHILDREN’S STRAP PUMPS
Children’s Splendid Quality Ankle Strap Pumps
in patents and dull leathers.

Child’s, sizes 4 to 8, spring heels, $1.95 and $1.75
Child’s, sizes 832 to 11, spring heels, $2.45 and

LADIES’ OXFORDS
Bargain Table display of several hun-

dréd pairs of Ladies’ Lace Oxfords;
patents with black satin and black suede

: $1.95 lege Women’s, Patrician and othe
quarters, dress heels; all-patent and dull T o 5 o A b i by oter
leather styles with high French and baby o g i s ey makes; high heels; Cuban and military

heels; miscellaneous sizes.

French heels, including Dull Calf Ox- P. S.—Also Line of Lace Oxfords, $1.95 to $3.95

fords with military walking
$4.85
: J

heels. All grouped together
~

........................ $3.45

MEN'S DEPARTMENT )

Men’s High and Low Shoes for Spring
and Summer wear. High Shoes in Eng-
lish lace, blucher lace, including brogue
styles; gun metal and tans. Low Shoes
in black and browns, including brogue
styles. Among them Selz's famous

trade-marked Shoes with
$5.85
. J

WHITE LACE SHOES

Bargain Table lot of Ladies’ High White Lace
Shoes; kidskin, canvas and Nu-Buck skin,

high heels only; broken sizes, $1 85
[ ]

No C. O. D.s—No Refunds

for April Spring Special at

\_
- LADIES’ PUMPS

Several Bargain Table lots of. Ladies’
Pumps, most of them have high heels,
some have tongues and buckles, includ-
ing small lots of Oxfords, among them

[.a France makes; welt and
$2.95
/

but wide range up to size 6.
Special

April

HOSIERY BARGAINS

Infants’ White Hose, special
Children’s Fancy Socks, assorted,
Children’s Brown and Black Hose,

flexible turn soles. April

; $ rubber heels. April Spring
\Barga;n Special at...... .

\Special

---------------

SHOE STORE
7th & D Streets N. W.

" Take Elevator
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