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lte House Action

" Seen as Last Hope to
Prevent Marine Tie-ups

By HARRY GUSACK

Prendent Harding will be appealed to take a hand in
the bitter wage controversy which is now raging between
100,000 seamen on vessels flying the American flag and the
owners of ocean and coastwise steamship companies, which
is likely to result in a nation-wide shipping tie-up on May
1, when the present wage contracts will expire, according
to Andrew Furuseth, international president of the seaman’s

union.

Representatives of the Enghmesr" ]

Piremen, Ollers and Watermer s
upions, in conference with the steam-
ship operators In New York last week,
fiatly rejected the owners' proposuls
far a reduction of 20 to 30 per cont
disposet of. The operators declined
to discuss the question until certain
propositions affeoting the working
conditions of the men had first becn
disposed of. The opeartors declinal
to entertain these counter proposals
and announced that negotiations had
been suspended.

The controversy has now reachad a
breaking point, and unless Feaderal in-
térvention steps in or the operatora
show a disposition to reconsider the
demand of the workers it is predicted
that a general walkout is certain.

The American Steamship Owners'
Association has Issued a statement in-
tended to show that unless marine en-
@ineers accept lower wages Americaa
ships will be unable to compete with
forelgn vessels. The owners Iinsiat
that the marine workers accept Lhe
proposcd reductions in pay, and wuu-
nounced its intention, despite the pro-
test of the marine workers, to cut all
wagés, except those of masters, maius
and ‘pllota. rom 20 to 30 per cent on

'lt ‘the operators really put into
offect the wage cuts before an un-
derstanding has been reached,” de-
clared Mr, Furuseth, “what happens
on May 1 will be their fault.”

It was Intimated that the mattsr
would be taken directly to President
Harding before a strike would be
called. The seriousness of the situa-
tion has already been recognised by
Governmeént officials In Washington,
Becratary of Commerce Hoover
having now taken the matter undur
consideration. In additien, Dr. Fred
G. Walker, speclal commissloner «f
the bureau of conciliation, was In
New York last week as & representn-
tive of the Department of Labor to
make a report on the situation ani
asalst in bringing about an adjust-
ment of the controversy.

A walk-out would affect about 110,-
000 unlicensed marine workers in 1he
nation's cpastwise, ocean and lake
service. About T0,000 of these, sald
Mr. Furuseth, were employed at tho
present time, The strike wquld. para-
lyze all Atlantic and Pacific shipping
flylng the American flag.

British Exports to U. S. Fall.

The aggregate value of declared ex-
ports from London to the United
States during the three months, Jan-
uary to March, 1921, amounted, K to
$:15,048,050, compared with $116,683,507
for the llke period of 19020, a de-
crease of abmut 70 per cent.  The
three months’ total this year was $2,000,-

000 less than for the month of March
alone in 1920

“AERICAN'CREWS
GAIN ONU. . SHIPS

Percentage of Alien Seamen Put
on Craft Takes Big Drop,
Benson Shows.

The Americanization of crews on
American ships by the sea service
bureau of the United States Bhipping

Board has jumped from 10 per cent in
1917 to 76 per cent in. February, 1921,
according to a statement issued by
Admiral W. 8, Benson, chalrman of
the shipping boara,

In 1917, when the board first started
to place men on veasels, at the po.t
of New York the Americans bslow
the grade of officers were less than
10 per cent of the number required,
During the month of February, 1921,
76 per cent of the men below the
grade of officers placed at New York
were Americanas,

“In order to give a picture of the
whole development, I might say that
during the fiscal year ended June 0,
1020, the shipping board's sea sérvize
bureau piaced on American shipn
160,863 men, of which number 685 por
cent were Americans,” sald Chairnman
Benson,

The fAigures show that since 1V17
the percentage of Americanas placed
has changed from 90 per cent allens
and 10 per cent Americans to 20 por
cent allens and 80 per cent Amerl-
Cans,

New Tahiti Freight Rates.

Consul Withey reports from Tahiti
that the steamship freight rates be-
tween Papeets, Tahiti, and San
Francisco have been revised as fol-
lows: QGeneral frelght reduced from
$44 to %20 per ton; copra, from 3§26
te $21; and shell, from $26 to #21.

U. S.-China Trade Inoreases.

Our trade with China during the
past three years has increased 180 per
cent in value, and, as prices Iin 1920
showed a general decline, the volume
of our trade with China far that year

l

OPERATORS OPPOSE
SHIP CHARTER PLAN

Might Tie Up Nearly All U. S.
Merchant Fleet, Head of
Association Fears.

Opposition to the plan to have the

lhippln; Board adopt the bare boat
charter aystem for its vesséls has
been expréased by the United States
Ship Operators’ Assoclation,

Charles H. Potter, the président, is
quoted as’ saying ¢ plan récom-
mended by a committee of the Ameri-
can Bteamshlp Owners' Assoclation
might tie up-nearly all the Govern-
ment-owned merchant ships.

Under the present aystem of alloca-
tion the board is paying the operators
of itse vessels a commission for han-
dling the tonnage. Under the bare
boal plan the board would charter Its
vessels at a fixed fee per ton per
month.

Under the allocation plan the board
assumes all risks of loss and no capl-
tal investment is required on the part
of the ogperator, Many of the con-
cerns opeérating ships on this basis
have no tonnage of their own and
have besn formad simply for the pur-
pose of running the board's ships . In
addition to the loases of millions of
dollars incurred by the Government
from the operation of these vessels,
the allocation system has required the
board to maintaln a large personnel
to handle the accounts and details of
the system.

Adoption of a bare boat plan, it is
pointed out, will eliminate losses on
the part of the SBhipping Board from
operation and will do away with milk-
lions of dollars of annual overhead
expense by eliminating most of the
personnel of the division of opera-
tions and the comptroller's office.

In place of a continuance of the
heavy losses on its vessels, the board,
under the new plan, wilil be assured
of an income from them. With the
charterers agsuming all risks of loss
in operation, more efficient handling
of the vessels is assured, with benefi-
clal effect in the development of the
American merchant marine.

Vast Fleet of Uncle
Sam’s Trade Ships Dot
James River For Miles
NEWPORT NEWS, Va., April 25.—Four hundred
million dollars worth of merchant ships ride idly at anchor

in James river, swinging with the tide and rising and falling
with the gentle swell of the sheltered and landlocked harbor.

Two hundred and fifty of the craft
are bullt of wood and are anchored
st Claremont, between Newport News
and Richmond. One hundred and
eighty-five are of iron and steel and
located near Camp Eustis.

Capt. I', J. Walcott presides over
the destinles of the wooden ships for
the United Btates Shlpxln‘ Board. He
declares they are in first-class shape,
and standas ready to make good his
boast to all who care to come and
Eee,

SAYS MONEY NOT WASNSTED.
Captain Walcott further says that
the $20),000,000 Uncle Sam spent on
the wooden ships was not thrown
away as many experts claim. He
says the United States can and will

find a use for the hips.
Machinery has been removed from
moat of the craft and sent to Nor-

folk. There it was olled and stowed
in government warehouses. Decks
rave been ' protected with liberal

coats of paint, and canvas ahd rig-
ging likewise cared for. The ships
are as spick and span, to general ap-
pearancés, as they were the day they
were launched, and the shipbullders
secured better ‘than $750,000 each for
them.

The craft are anchored in units of
¢even each, One ship in each seven
acts as a mother ship. It carrles
a fullicrew and keepa steam in the
pollers. The crew of this ship looks
after it and the other #ix in the

unit.
SHIPS DOT RIVER FOR MILES.
The ships dot the river as far as
the eye can see. They are limited as

to tonnage, however, and, according

to shipping experts, cannot be oper- ical change of policy and cenditiona
ated economically. This statement is ' throughout the world.

challenged by Capt. Walcott, who
says use can be found for each.

The condition of the forms a
marked contrast to the condition of
those *at Prall's’ Island, {f reports
from that place are to be believed.
The Prali’'s Island craft are going to
pleces, it recently was charged. This
charge has never been denied by the
Bhipping Board, whieh made an iIn-
vestigation of its own.

It is the 188 steel ships at Camp
Eustis which are creating the mos
interest in ahipping circles. The
ships not only dre largeér than the
wooden ships, but also are better
ships. They will last longér, will
carry more vA¥go and can be operated
more economically, 1t {s sald.

NOT SENT TO BONEYARD.

They have not beqn sént to § bone-'
yard in any sense of the word. They
are moored in James river for safety
until the present shipping slump shall
have passed. And the fate of ship-
ping, the shippers here say, dépends
on the action taken by the present
Congress. It is known that President
Harding has given this matter a great
deal of thought; that he has sought
the advice of the men best in a posi-
tion to kmow whereof they speak.

It recently was reported that twen-
ty of these ships are soon to be
brought down, overhauled and placed
in trade, This report cannot be con-
firmed in this eity.

A glence at this merchant armada
is convincing that there is a dark day
ahead fer the American shipbullder,
unless there is an immediate and rae-

GERMAN SHIP LINES
IN'FIGHT FOR TRADE

Some Establish Connection
With Foreign Concerns in
Effort at “Come-Back.”

Two outstanding features charac-
terized the sltuation of Germany’'s

merchant marine in 1920, according
to H. W. Adams#, representative of
the department of commerce at
Eerlin. On the one hand, there was |
the surrender of the vessels under |
the terms. of the peace treaty, and,
¢n the other, vigorous efforts of
the old mnavigation companies to
résume their former connections and
to re-cwtablish thelr network: of
lines in various parts of the globe.

At the outbreak of the war Ger-
many possessed a fleet of 4,936 ships,
a ting, in round numbers, §,240

gross registered tons, Deducting
the deliveries of tonnage under the
terms of the treaty, there remained
t¢ Gérmany at the end of 1920 ap-
Amately 800,000 gross registered

ons, of which only sbout 100,000
tons were In ships of over 1,000 tons,
not a ted to ocean traffic, It |is
estimated that at the end of the first
qun.rter of 1921 between 150,000 and
10,000 tons will be 'added to tha
derman fleet,

Varlous German mlvu.;tlon com~
panies have sought mnew ways of
resuming thelr former activity. Bome
of these concerns followed the plan
which whka In praectice before the
war of forming a working agree-
ment among themsslves, while an-
other ‘expedient was that of eftecting
A tonnection with foreign lines.

At the begimming of last Decem-
ber, there was a total of sixty-seven
foreign steamship lines maintaining
regular routes from Hamburg to the
principal countries of the world
Among thls number were represented
several flags which had seldom if
ever been szeen in that port before
the war. The countries represented
!“ethor with the mumber of Ilines
off each were as follows: English,

22: Dutch, 11; Norweglan, 6; French,

6; Belgian, 4; Italjan, 3; Swedish, §;
American, 2; Danish, 2: Japanese, 2:
I'ortuguesa, 1; Cuban, 1; other rcat-
tering, 6.

Swiss Trade Figures.

Consu. Thorpwell Haynes, at Berne,
Switzerland, reports that, accordi
to flgures published by the F
Administration, the total Bwiss im-
ports during the year 1020 amounted
in value to 4.242,000.871 francs, as
against 3,533,386,683 franes in 1919
exports, 3,277,114.171, as against 3,208.-
087,747 francs In IDID The figures
for exports and dmports in 1913 weré
1,376,390 116 and 1,019,810,280 francs.
reapect:vely.

Imports reached their highest point

In 1920, and exports their highest in-
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NIW YORK-—-PLYMOUTH—

CHERBOURG—BREMEN
AMERICA June 22—July 84
GEORGE \\'A.SHINO’TON: July 30—Aug, 27

NEW YORK—PLYMOUTH—
BOULOGNE—LONDON
First Class Ouly--New--Lunwvious

OLD NORTH STATE: May 3, June ¥
FANHANDLE STATE: May ti-Juse 28

NEW YORK—BOSTON—NAPLES
GENOA: Cabin and 3d Class.
POCAHONTAS: May 321, June 8®
*PRINCESS MATOIKA: Je, 4, July 18

*Doss not call at Boston, Esstbound.

NEW YORK—BREMEN—-DANZIG
Cabin and 3d Class

POTOMAC: May 3, Jume 18
SUSQUEHANNA: May 24, July B
HUDSON;: / May 28, July 18

U. 8. MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY
STEWART BLDG., BALTIMORE, MD.
Phone Calvert 3440,

45 Broadway, N. Y.

T _5

r.gistered a proportionate inerease.

Ship and Sail Keep our ships
on the

“United States. Sluppm

] oar ' Semces

irectory of American Steamship Service From All Ports of the United States

Ship -and Sail Under the Stars and Stnpu
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§1 B'way, N.Y.B.G'n 1300 62 New St, N.Y.B.G n2220 | ;.4 Ripley M’. Ce ..-...m company In |,|.|, .| From New York
8 American Shipping Corp. 60 Gullds, 8. A., Marins Bidg., Galveston. Bottom of this columa. v Bl | e T
Jacksonville, Fla. 106 Concord 8t 1”21 ll?rn & Wobb Europe 7 ' Frem Ba
M it B Charleston, 8. ¢ 110 State St Boston. PR IR Sillea May ¢—TYepaiaga (1%)
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" » Md. 36 Lukenbach N.8. Co. 141 Strut Ixon, 2 From Mobile
24 Callaghan, Atkingon & Co,, 44 Whitehall 8t.B.G'79200 L i Sansome Bt "San Frun. South America Late Apr.—Afoundria (18§)
11 B'way, NY.B.G'n 7370 77 Lrkes Brothers 142 Radden & Christensen, Rie de Jeneire, Moentevideo snd | Bordeaur—Ses Havre
23 Campbell, A, R, & Co,, Gldden Bldg., Galveston 110 Market St., Bam Fran. Bucnos A From New York
Am. Ins. Bldg., Galveston ™M Steamahip _Co. Sea 131) say TR Low Yo May 28—O. Hellx (85)
27 Carolina Co.. 0, NRNY.Spg o800 | 143 Sulllvan Lightersge Co., A bt 0 gor Jh=labenes (B8)
v May 4—Callao (91) May l4—East Side (33
Charleston, 8. C theo £9) 23 B'way, T. May 4—Martha Washington ! 35
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Maryland Cas. Twr.. Balt), l 01 ?‘ ;, &n::"' ;‘:w(‘ e, wy =T 'Brld.'o“ Y. B. 0':‘. a0 g‘" l|:1-_r'\:r“l. sﬂt..“ ’ o:.-r ot —'l‘lmpl L3R
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® Fox. Victor 8. & Co., ; Senttle, Wash. 20 SRR g s R o 3L Hanover gio - Apr. 30—Flow City (123)
€0, 1 rling, Rec'ver orte « Co,,
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18 Bway, N.Y., Bd. 7471 130 Foar B A o148 bl 1 ro & Co, Pacifie M val & Helsingtors, .
' I | ansoma B, San Fran, 105 o all 8. 8, (‘.'q.. From New Yark
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