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PHANTOM PIRATE SHIP MAY BE THE LOST CYCLOPS, SAY OF

CREW M
HIOE GRAFT
INANAZON

Naval Collier “Lost in Gulf”
Could Be Raider That Cap-
tured Deering.

{ By HARRY GUSACK.

The startling theory that the lon
- naval collier “Cyclops”
may be the mysterious pirate ship
h has been held responsible for
the mysterious disappearance of
| twelve ships of the Atlantic sea
lanes was advanced here today by
Government officials.

The theory is advanced on the
fact that the Cyclops carried forty-
seven life term prisoners, who may
have freed themselves, overpowered
the crew, run the ship into a South
American river: It is pointed out
that the Cyclops, an oil-burning
vessel of great speed, could easily
run rings around any of the ves-
sels that have mysteriously disap-
peared, and after capturing and
sinking them, could have easily
escaped to some hidden islend.

LAST SPOKEN IN BRAZIL.

The Cyclops was last heard from in
Bahia Brszil, from which place she
sailed early in Marech, 1918, for the
United States. She had on board
some explosives, a large cargc of
manghnese ore, and forty-seven e-
term prisoners.

Did esa prisoners escape, avers
power dnd ki1l or take captive th,
eaptain and his crew and then re-.ire
to scme mysterious South American
river until the war was over and then

me plirates?

On the Cyclops when she dinap-
peared wns Fred Morgan, a former
employe in the composing room of
The Washington Times, who was a
member 61 the crew. The last heard
from was a poatal eard ad-
dreased Frank A. Hughea, another
Times employe. It was malled at
Rie de Janeiro.

Not since the days of Captain Kldd
and the Flying Dutchman has the
world been stirred by the mysterious
disappearance of ships as it Is at the
present time. .

It Is pointed out that a large num-
ber of the forty-seven life termers
who were on the Cyclops were experi-
enced seafaring men, including navi-
gators. If such is the case, they
would have little, If any difficulty,
in keeping out of the way of gsearch-
ving parties, and being an ofl-burning
vessel of great speed, could easily |
outdistance most of the merchant ves
sels that now saill the high seas. :

It 18 also significant that the pintel
ship has been described as an oil-
burning wvessel, which looks some-
thing like a subchaser.

BOTTLE GAVE FIRST CLEW,

When the ive-masted schooner Car-
roll Deering was recently found dash-
ing herself to pleces off the Diamond
shoals of North Carolina, a bottle
containing & note was found.

The note stated that the Deering
had been the vietlm of a pirate at-
tack and that the crew was hald
without a chance of escape., The
note read: “Deering captured by oll-
burning boat Something like chaser.
Taking off everything, handcuffling
erew. Crew hiding all over ship.
No chance to make escape. Finder
please notify headquarters of Deor-
ing.”

When the vessel was found off the
Diamond Shoals of North Caroliaa,
ghe was found with all her salls set,
as though bhalted abruptly in the
midst of a voyage. Not a member
of the crew was found.

The note describing the oll-burn-
ing pirate boat might easily fit the
description of the naval colller Cy-
¢clops, naval men declared today.

Government officials are generally
agreed that the ships have disap-
peared throngh human agenclea,
They are convinced that these ves-
pels cannot have fallen victima to
natura)] destruction such as storms,
abandoned mines. collisions, ete.

IMPENETRADLE MYSTERY,

Despite efforts being made by the
Pureau of Navigation, the navy and
other Government agencies, the mys-
tery surrounding the disappearanca
of the shipa Is still enshrouded In a
heavy vell of mystery.

That a plrate ship the size of the
Cyclopa ecould eanily concea) Iteelf in
obscure bays or Inlats was the opin-
fon expressed by Government officials
There are numerous isolated places
that such a ship could hide, said one,
and the hiding could be continued
indefinitely without discovery.

Mariners on the high saas of the
world are now on the lookout for the
pirate ship. Cautious inquiries have
already beem made by Government
agents throughout the world, and
American consuls and other represent-
atives of this counxry abroad have
been asked to bring the matter to the
attention of forelgn authoritles all
over the world, in hopes that some
of the crew of the miasing vessals
may be picked np.

Another vesse] from which a bottle
was washed ashore containing a note
that she had fallan a vietim to pi-
rates was the Hewitt, a 5.000-ton
steamer, ealling from Sabine, Texans,
for Boston, with a cargo of sulphur
and a crew of forty-ona men The
last time she wirelessed her position
she was 220 miles southeast off Cape
Hatteras

The only tangible clew to the Adls-
appearance of the Hewitt was the
message washed ashore stating that
she had been taken over by pirates.

BLIND MAN CAPTURES

Da

Young Maine Girl Indefatigabl
in Probe of Fate of *Ghost
Ship” Carroll Dearing, From
Which Her Father ard All His
Crew Disappeared Before It
Went Ashore With All Sails
Set at Diamond Shoals, Va.

By HARRY P. MOORE.

NORFOLK, Va., July 9—Will
Miss Lulu Wormell solve the
fate of the crew and the five-

masted schooner Carroll A. Deer-

ing, which came ashore at Dia-
mond Shoals on January 307

Miss Wormell has been of in-
valuable aid to the various Gov-
ernment agencies who are investi-
gating the sea mystery and who
are tryinf to learn whether the
Deering fell prey on the high
seas to pirates who either kidnapped
the crew or made them walk the
plank to their deaths.

Capt. Willis B. Wormell, who
was the skipper of the Deering,
is the father of the nervy and
sturdy young Maine girl who has
displayed remarkable detective
abilities in her deductions and in-
vestigation of the mystery which
shrouds the disappearance of the

crew and the appearance off Dia-
mond Shoals of the schooner with
all sails set,

NOTE FOUND IN BOTTLEL

With the finding of the note Iin a
bottle which was washed ashore at
Buyxton, N, C,, stating that the Deer-
ing had been selzed by an oil-burn-
ing boat-—something like a chaser—
and which the authorities first be-
lleved was a hoax, Miss Wormell set
out to learn the identity of the writer
of the appeal.

Setting out with the nots, Miss
Wormell visited the home of each
member of the crew, showed the
handwriting and compared It with
letters the sallors had sent to their
relatives. It was at the home of
Jerbert Bates, engineer of the
schooner that the letter writing was
identified as his and this (dentifica-
tion later was further confirmed by a
handwriting expert.

This young woman,
read detective stories or cared for
thrills in the movie Nims, further
set out to find from which eountry
the paper on which the writing ap-
peared had ecome, as well as the
source of the bottle in which It was
found wher washed ashore.

Her Ingenuity has puzzled and|
caused the admirattion of the Federal |
authorities and agencies who are
trying to unravel the mystery.

Should Miss Wormell succeed in
har determination te learm the fate

who never

BOY THIEF IN HOME

NEW YORK., July 9 —Willlam
Johneon, a blind man, ecanght and
held a Afteen-year-old burglar In his

home wvasterday until a pollcaman
answered his crles for halp 'l'hn'
sightiese man, with 5200 in savings |

Beneath his plllow, was awakened by
the boy crawling over his head.

The yonth told the police ha

wmanied monay to pay his room rant [Ria. The writing of the twe natea

made their home. She went to the
homesa of mamber of the crew
|who lived in Portland or nearby

of Mra., Eliza (. Bates, mother of
| Ierbert Bates, engineer officer of
the Deering. The Batea live at
Pripet, Maine. Here shea compared
tha writing iw the note with that
In a letter Bates had written his

of her father and the other members
of the crew of the Deering the in- |
vestigating forces of the Government
believe the net result of her efforts
will clear the mystery of several
other vessels which have disappeared
on the high seas, not a gingle member
of their crews being found to tell
the fate of any of the boats,

Captaln Wormell was one of the
best known skippers in America. Ha‘
was regarded as an expert navigator,
an excellent ship master and a)
thorough sallor, In the langusge of
the sea he could “set a course and
reach his destination without a com-
pass."”

S0 when the Deering, mastered by
such a man as Captain Wormell, came
aghore with all salls not set and
nothing allve on board except a
parrot, it excited the Interest of
the maritime world

MISS WORMELL STIRS PROBE.

After days elapsed and no word
wis received from the crew, Mins
Lula Wormell, daughter of the Dear-
Ing’s skipper, ecame to Norfolk in tha
hope that she might learn something
of the fate of her father,

“I- do not belleve my father was
in command of the Deering when
she came ashore,” she told guard
officials here,

“I am confident something has hap-
pened to the Deering and my father.”

She declared she was golng to
make an Investigation,

How well ahe has progressed Is
shown by the commendation she has'
received from Secretary of Commerce |
Herbert Hoover, the Departments of!
Justice, Treasury, State and Navy.

It I|s mainly on the facts gathered
by Miss Wormell, that the depart-
ments of the Government set agents
at work to ascertain If the Deering
had been captured by bolsheviks or
pirates, Facts gathered by Govern-
ment sleuths tended to strengthen the
case made out by Miss Wormell, and
today it is generally believed in Wash-
ington that the Deering and the
steamer Hewitt were selzed by un-
lawful hands ¢n the high ecas The
whereabouts of the steamer and the
fate of the crews of the two ships
remaln to be ascertalned.

It is the bellef of Miss Wormell and
Government agents that the Deering
was selzed by a gang of sea rovers
who salled the vessel until they sight-
ed the Hewitt. Then they seized the
steamer and turned the schooner
adrift to be tossed about at will by
the sea and Lide,

Miss Wormell found her biggest
clue as to the probable fate of the
Deering’s crew in A note that wash-
ed ashors near Buxton, N. C. 'This
note was pleked up on the heach by
Christopher C. Gray, a resident of
Buxton. It came ashore in a bottle,
and it read:

“Deering sobmed by oll burning boat
Something llke charer, Handeuffing
ecrew. Crew hiding all over ship. No
chance to make escapa. Finder notily
headquarters of Deering.”™

Gray sent the note to the head-
quarters of the-coast guard at Nor-
folk., Miss Wormell asked permis-
slon to carry It back to Portland.
Me, from which port the Deering
bailed and whers several members
of the arew, Including her father,

towns. She finally reached the homa

molhar when the Deering was at

Above—Mss Lula Wormell,
of Portland, Me. :

In center—Schooner Carrol
Deering as she came ashore at
Diamond Shoals, Va.

Below—U. S. 8. Collier Cy-
clops, which disappeared while
en route from Bahia, Brazl,
:]:]ld may be mysterious pirate

ip.

Upper right—Capt. Willis
B. Jormell. master of the Car-
roll Deering and father of
Miss Lula Wormell.

Lower right—Herbert P.
Bates, mate of the Carroll
Deering, who is believed to
have written the messages

found in a bottle washed ashore.

]

looked strangely familiar to Miss
WormelL

She wsecured the ald of bhand-
writing experts, one of them being
an official of one of the Portland
courts. He »ald the snme hand that
wrote the letter to Mis Bates also
wrote the note that came ashore
on the Carolina coast. Miss Worm-
¢ll carried the two notea to two
other handwriting experts. They

aajld the writing in both notes was
by the same person. Miss Wormell,
armed with this evidence of foul
play, weft to Washington. She put
the fact: before the Department of
Commence and other bandwriting
experts were called In. They con-
firmed the verdiot of the Maine ex-
perts.

During the night of January 29 a
steamer passed the lightship close
enough to signal. The lightship sig-
naled her several times but recelved

no answer. Both the ordinary method
of signals and the Mirse lights were |
used, The steamer pald no attention
to the lightship and disappeared in
the darkness. The lightship captaln
made an officlal report to Washing- |
ton about the strange action of this
unknown prowler of the night

It is possible that on bheard the |
unknown steamer when she passed
the lightship were Captain Wormell |
and the crew of the Deering. These |
are the theories of
agents and there Is strong evidence

to support them. |

MISS WORMFLL'S STATEMENT.
Miss Wormell gives silx reasons |
why she belleves the stranding of |
the Deering was dune to unnatural
canses:
First—The wenther was good both

the day preceeding and on the day
of the wreck.

Government reports from Coast
Guard stations in that vicinity and
also a letter from a mea cap.ain,

who was In about the same position
as the Deering, verify the statement
that on January 29 and 30 (Saturday
and Sunday) the weather was flna
There had been a storm the 25th,
26th and 27th but it was all over
before the Deering struck and It
was not of unusual severity» while
it lasted. There was at the time
of the accident, no storm, no fog.
no wind, other than that designated
as a moderate breexze, Nothing whake
ever to justify the wrecking of a
big schooner like the Deering.

“Second—The conditiom fa which
the vessel wna left was gneationable.

The fact that the schooner was left
with all salls set, seemed queer for
it Indicated no attempt was ever
made by lowering top salls and jibs
and lowering other sxils, to save her.
Any axperianced captain would nat-
urally have done these things as soon
as he found his ship In dangar. Also
somgthing about the conditlon of the
cabin seemed rather strange and the
fact that a sledge hammer was found
on deck near the steering gear at-
tracted attention. It looked, as has
been stated by men acquainted with
ruch things, as if it might bave been
ured to break the rsteering gear an
that the rudder would swing free and
the vessel would more easily drift
with the ecurrent This would Indi-
eate that the schooner had been aban-
doned bhefore grounding and pur-
poasly left to Arift on shoal.

“Third—There was nover the
slighteat trmce of any wreckage
found.

Of course the wind and ecurrent
right, such things might drift out to
sea, yet with all things llke clothing,
ETipa, papers, ste, taken, and coneld-
ering the facla that sallors are none
too good packers at best and how
closaly the veasel and the surround-
Ing waters were watched and
searched by jovernment agenclios
from the tims ghe was first slghted,
and also remembering that both life
hoats were of smuch construction as
not to be easily awamped, one would
be Justified In expecting some trace
of wrickage (o be meen.

Feurth—The erew woas of a2 nation-
tiomality that does not met rashly.

The =ix saliors, the second mates

Government |

Is the United States naval
collier Cyclops, missing since
January 4, 1918, the pirate ves-
sel which has been ravaging At-
lantic shipping for months?

The Cyclops, on her last voy-
age, carried a load of mangan-
ese ore from South America
and was last spoken at Bahia.
The signifieant fact is that she
carried forty-seven life-term
navy convicts. Did these men
seize the ship and are they the

pirates?

Since the Cyclops disap-
peared a number of other ves-
sels have been reported mys-
teriously missing.

danavians—men who do not act hast-
fly in time of accident—men trained
from boyhood to know the nature of
the surf and who would not be the
kind to Impulsively teave a vessel in
the dark to go In life boats in an un-
certaln amea, when it would be de-
cidedly gafer for them to remain on
the ship until daylight at least.

Fifth—The eaptaln did not glve the
message about the lost anchors when
the Deering pased Frylng Pan Shoal
lightship at 430 p, m., January 28

Considering “he extremely ge-
nial temperament of Captain Wor-
mell, it would have been natural to
expect that he either would have
given this message himself or, if .on
deck standing by the men at the
wheel, as has been suggested, he
would In some way have saluted the
captaln of the lightship,

Sixth-—A nteamer which parsed the
Frying Pan lightship after the Deer-
ing would mot step even om the sec-
ond slznal for the message the eap-
tain of the lightahip wished to give
out abont the Deering having lost
her anchors

The lightship's wireless was out of
order, but the captain tried to attract
attention of the steamer bolh by
using an

which could be heard filve miles. Con-
trary to the unwritten law of the
sea, the steamer would not stop or
answer Lhe lightship's signals
PROSECUTOR OF I. W. W,

IN KANSAS SHOT DEAD

GREAT BEND, Kan, July 9.-—Ar-
thur C. Banta, thirty-five years old, a
well-known eriminal lawyer of this
city, was ahpt and killed Wednesday
night on a lonely road about three
miles out of Great HBend Banta's
body, pierced by flve bulleta, was
fonnd in his ear In the morning by
farmers :

Banta was decoyed te the spot by
A telephona call™ Efforts to trace the
source of the call have falled,

Banta's watch and pockethook were
undinturbed and nothing was stolen
from hia car Revenge in the motive
for the erime, it 1a balieved
beén relantleas {p many ecriminal
trials In thia county and had hoen es-

and poasibly the Arst mate wers Scam-

L WL W casen,

f Widows and brphan
Mourn Lost Cyclops

By LEWIS T. JESTER.
“—vAnd for years and years there were fond hearts watching
| for the ship which never returned.”
NEWPORT NEWS, Va., July 9.—Tiny lamps, fed and
trimmed by widows, mofhers and orphans, cast their beck-
oning glow night after night, week after week, month after
month and year after year on the glistening waters of Hamp-
ton Roads, from which the naval collier Cyclops sailed earty
in January, 1918, never to return.
*  The eraft was last heard from in Bahia, Brazil, from
which place she sailed early in Mareh for the United States.
She had on board some explosives, a large cargo of man-
ganese ore, forty-seven life-term prisoners and a command-
ing officer whom many over-patriotic persons fruitlessty
attempted to conviet as a pro-German scoundrel.

Several theories were advanced at$
among which was that she was ecap-|
tored by (GGermans; that her crew of
life-termers sank her or ran her Into

& South American river and are spend-

manganess ore, dumped

broke her in two; also the later theory

that she was captured by pirates,
So far as the Navy Department has |

international code slgnals | ported missing
and by blasts of her chime whiside | 150 miles northeast of Bermuda.

Banta had l

vey Forbes lieutenant, Fort Huron. Hemple, coxswalin, SBouth Neorfolk, Va.;
Mich,; Loula J. Finglaton, Neutenant, | W, Roy Herbert, ollar, Berkeley, Va.:
Fortsmouth, N. H.;: G. B. Manget, lieu- | Dowey Hobson Herring, seaman, Gin-
tenant, Watar Valley, N. J.; C. R |ter Park, Va.; Bugens Jarvia, engine-
Hodge, licutenant, Bound Brook, N.|man, Norfolk, Va.; Darrell G. Jour-
J.; H. Schonnof, ensign, Baltimore, | dan, engineman, Danville Va.; Aubrey
Md., J. J. Caln, ensgign, Fair View, (. Lamb, bollermaker, 2014 Queen
Ohlo: Charles J. Flolmes, boatswaln. kstrest, Portsmouth, Va.; Edward 8.
Baltimore, Md.: C. H. Montgomery, | Pollard, seaman, Ayletts, Va.; Wil
boatswain, no record; . T, Smith, en-!liam A. Pope, fireman, Fountaln City,
| sign, Phoenix, Arin.; K. J. Creen. ma~ | Tenn Henry Otls Ramsey, fireman,
chinist, Brooklyn, N. Y 3, Konsko- | Graniteville, 8 C, Robert . Riddle
vieh, ensign, 122 York street, Norfolk seaman, Greensboro, N G Roy €&,
Va.: C. G, Page, assistant paymaster, | Swoveland, oller, Pertsmouth, Va..
Hyde Park, Vi High P. Morris, pay | Va.; John W, Weathers, ireman, Bow-
clerk, New TYork; Burt J, Asper, as-  man, 8 C., Lonnis Waftf

mouth, Va,; John Freaman Wain-

one of the Cyclops, was sighted in;
latitude 16.30 north and longitude 68.27
west by the colller Orion when that |
eraft went over the Cyclops’ course a |
short time after the colller was re
This location is about

MANY SOUTHERNEHRS ABOARD, |
The Cyelops carried many men from
thia section, as will be sean from the |
following list, which was made publio |
when the Nawy Department nnnounood';

that the Cyclops had been given up |
for lost: |
The officers on the Cyrelopa were
G. W. Worley, licutenant ecommander, |
613 Pennsylvania street, Norfolk: Har- |

pacially active in Lhe prosscullom of | slstant surgeon, Chambersburg, Pa
of passongers imcluded, km wright seaman, Pertsmeath, Va,

’

Henry Allred, Areman,

the time of the colller's disappearance, | addition to Consul General Gottschalk,
three Southern men, as follows:

Amos M. Porter, ship fitter, Hanowver,
| Va.; Robert Hardy Powers, palnter, R,
ing their lives there after killing the | F. D. No. 2, Buncombe county, North
captalin and crew; that ghe went down | f‘arnlifn. Willlam 8. Bothern, electri-
in a storm and that her cargo of (clan, 706 North Church street, Spar-
in a plle, | tansburg, 8 C,

The list of the ship's erew Incindes
the following Bouthern men: George
dleman,

Charles 8 Ashbee, jr., seaman,

Reginald B8t Clalr
N. Twentieth
street, Richmond, Va.: Willlam Bryan

announced no trace has ever been | N. C; e
found of the Cyclops. But a life|Berkeley, Va..
buoy, believed in naval clrcles to be | Bosher, seaman,

9212

Brooks, seaman, R, F. D, 6, Roanoke,

Va.:

York

ard C
|N. C.;
| Twentieth street, Norfolk, Va.; Wik
storekeaper,
avenue, Norfolk, Va.:
Bowman,

CARn

Easterling, fireman,
Leyland 8 Ellis, sedfman, 1016 Bryan
Henry BSolo-

| llamm H.

Carl

E.

Samuel

Duks,

.

streat, Columbia,

man Melder, yeoman, Bandburg, & C.;
Walter & Gray, engineman, 418 Thie
ty-first street, Norfolk,
pard Hake, peaman,
street, Hichmond, V

seaman, Tedville,

8 Gi

Clausen, oller,
street, Norfolk;
boatswain's mate, Vannay, N. Y.: Leon-
Day, fireman, Moorehead City,

Dowdy,

Isaac

102 Waat

oiler,

303 Dunp-
Jamea I,
B C;

211

Jamea Per-
Nicholson
¢ Ulrid & Harper,

S G, Normal A.

untless Daughter of Missing Skipper Soul of Search

~ To Solve Most Baffling Sea Mystery of Modern

Times

Hngenuous “Pirate” Calls on
Dozing Reporter to Unravel
Mystery o fthe Fate That Be-
fell the Crews of the Carroll
Deering and Other Vessels
Which Have Disappeared on
the High Seas Since the First
of This Year.

By ED DUFFY.
“l have sailed the seas as a pi-
rate—" ;

I was seated dozing at my type-
writer when these words, though
quietly uttered, caused me to look up
with a start and my gaze fell on one
of the most weird of the many
strange creatures who daily wander
into a newspaper office |

1 s e .-
or, if one may y garb, but hi
unifoym—if a unﬁorm it eould be
called—was puzzling. The main gar-
ments—trousers and blouse—though
ragged were unmistakably of those
which Uncle Sam issues to his
“ bs." but h‘ wore i &wt,ﬂ

lippers such as one sees on the Car-
ri coast, and no hat. His un-

‘| shaven features were crowned with

a bandanna handkerchief,
bound about his ling locks. He
had the sw of a seas
| swashbucker but his face, te its
| tan and stubble was that of a clean,
wholesome American youth, typical
of the boys who so valiantly man
their nation’s fighting eraft.

r FROVES HIS PTRACY.

“You have what™ I gasped.

“lI have salled the seas nas a
pirate,” he repeats, and as though to
prove his claim, he lifts ome o1 ths
more or Jess expensive cigarettes
from the box that reposed on my
desk, lights it, looks around for the
visitors’ chalr which ls aever found
in well-regulated newspaper offices,
then seats himself alongside my
typewriter.

“Since the first part of 191%™ he
resumes, “1 have been a part of the
ecrew of & pirats vessel. Before that
I was a first clasa, In the
U. & navy, which latter 1 bope to be
again®™

“How did you become a pirate™ ]
ask, between gaspse “What was your
ship in the nary?™

LIST TO HIS PTORY.

*The Cyclopa,” he replies, and then
be proceeds to unfold this story:

“We left Hampton Roads in Jano-
ary, 1918 The boys never thought
then the trip would end up as it did.
Everything went fine on the trip to

jauntly

contact with anything
anfavarable came as we left Bahia,

Braxil, bound for L That word
sounds good. They had us fore
and aft with ore, masga ora It

was 80 heavy [t affected our displace-
ment. Besides there weres a lot of
explosives aboard. But what was
worse, and what cansed all this trou-
bie later, was our passenger llst. We
carried criminals About fifty lifers

“Talk about piracy. birds
had Captain Kidd and ‘Blind Beggar’
Pew backed off the boarda. The stunts
palled, even teday, would shade

¥

was plenty of food a tfirst and they
laid low for awhile

“Then the food became low and
thelr leader decided the Cyelops
would become a pirate ship. Some

“The Deering’s erew were regular
he-men, and fought hard for a long
time when they founa they were
being heid up, but the pirates finally
took them prisoners, salled far asea
and sat them adrift

“The battle which got us took place

bow. The pirates put up a right, but
it was vselean. Most of them, includ-
ing their leader, were killed in the

‘T'm glad to be home. About the
only thing we lacked In our piracy
adventure was a parrot, and we cowid
have had one, but left It on the Deer-
ng. Well, 'm going te ses If my
family livea In the same placs. FTleoes
of elght.’ that means ‘So long.'™

AND THEN HE WOKR UP.

He ralsed his hand as thoogh te
give me g hearty slap on the shouldar,
Instead I feit a clout on one ear and
rprang to my feet, bolling with In-
dignation

A copy hoy was dealing out the last
aditiomn of The Times and In his naaal
lovial manner had thrown mine at
ma., ‘There I8 no usa baing indignant
| nt a copy boy, so I looked around for
ny strange visitor. He was nowhare
Lo ba sean I rubbed my slaap-fogged
eyes to normal functioning power,
vlosed my deak and made my way

oller, Ports- | home—there to continue my musing

on the fats of tha Cycieps and the

AERO SUPREMACY
 DEPENDS ON NEW
~ BOMBING SIGHTS

Science of Dropping Projectiles
Shows Loopholes By
lowa Test.

By JOSEPH 8, BDGERTON,

Future success.of aviation as an
offensive arm of navies depends en-
tirely upon the refilnement of bomb-
Ing sights and bombing wmethods
As a scouting and observation
weapon it is now sorely needed as '
an integral part of our naval forece.

The science iof aerial bombing is
still in a erude state and a long
period of intensive experimentation
and Invention must come before the
bombing plane can be loked upon as

a dependable offensive weapon
under all conditions.
The wurgent need for Iimmediats

improvement of bombing equipment

and procedure was empuatically
shown during the course of at-
tacks by ©bombers on the radio-

controlled ex-battleship Iowa sixty
miles off the.middle Atlantic coast
This test was the second of a series
of five which began with the sink-
ing, by bombing, of an ex-German
destroyer, the destruction by gun-
fire of three sister ships, and the
bombing of two ex-German capital

#hips, the cruiser Frankfort and
the dreadnaught Ostfriesland.
AEROS SCORED TRIUMPH
In the test the aviation fores
scored its great triumph in scout-
ing and e¢oncentration of an ade-
quate bombing force. But in the

bombing operations it was weak.
Of eighty dummy bombs dropped
during the course of the attack, but
twoe found the mark, though a fair
percentage fell within close range. .

Both of the direct hits were made .
on the forecastle, one by a 500-
pound dummy bomb. Damage to the
ship was sald by the board of ob-
sorvers to have been negligible,

Both of the bombs, filled with '
concrete, collapsed upon striking the
deck, after their fall of nearly one
mile, littering it for yards with
scraps of torn metal and powdered
concrete. Reports of the observers
indicate that the deck armor was
scarcely dented, the bombs showing
Do penetrative qualities worthy of
consideration,

Though the sky fighters were weak
on the actual bombing, their seouting
and econcentration performance was
decidedly impressive.

The target vessel was given 10,000
squars miles of sea in which 1o
choose her starting point and 10,000
square miles additional In which she
might hide. The scouting forces de-
signated to locate the target in this
20,000 square miles of eocean econ-
sisted of but twelwe seaplanes and
four blimps,

LOCATED SHIF IN TWO0 HOURS

With absolntely no Indication as teo
the whereabouts of the Iowa, the alr
force located her within two bours
after the zero hour, at a distance of
approximately fifty miles from shore
In fact, had the alreraft knewn
definitely the spot In which she lay,
they would hzve been able te reach
her only twenty-one minutes before
they actually did, even by fiving a
m course from shore at maximum

lider‘dn ancther triumph for the abw
era
The tests were witnessed by @

and naval sttaches of variouns foreigm
sovernments, members of the Sanate
and Hoase Naval and Military Com-
mitieas and representatives of tha

8. Henderson, marine transport ship,
and was within 3,000 yards of the
target vessal while the bombing was
in progresa

PREDICT *TURTLE-BACKA> .

the Henderson expressed the opin-
fon that., with further refinement of
bombing sights, drastie changes in
deck armor would be required. Some
went so far as to predict turtie-
backed vessals, with a curved steal
shell covering the upper works.

Rear Admiral W. ¥. Pullam, ene
of the strongest advocatss of the
“three-plane navy,”™ operating above
the mea, on the surfacs, and below
the surface, was enthusiastie over
the poesibility of aviation as =»
naval arm.

He advocated eomstruwotion of fleats
of amphiblous planea, which conld
land on the lee side of the mothar
ship In rough weather and be hoist-
ed aboard by tackle, thus avoiding

| the danger of trying to land on re-

strioted deck space In a high wind

“There are wonderful posaibilities
for aircraft operation against capital
shipsa,” he declared *Some hold the
opinlion that an asrial attack fails
unless it sinks the ship. I disagrea
If & bomb went through the upper
decks it would work such havee
among the ship's witals as to dicable
har, even though she still remained
afloat. You don't have to bury a man
after you shoot his head off in order
to kill him™

FIRST TESTS OF KIND.

The tesis on the lowa are the first
in whieh an earial attack has been
made In peace times on & MOving tar-
get at sea. The Jowa was capable af
batng maneaverad as would a hostile
vessel under attack, though she had
not & man aboard In order to wuse
the lewa for a moving target the
Navy Department fitted har with ap-
paratus permitting of control from a
ehip at a distanca. Changes In the
power plants were necessary In ordes
that she might run for a considerabie
poartod without attention. The boilers
weres changed so as to burm ofl in-
stead of coal and antomatic devices
for fesding tha foal and sopplying
water to the ballers weare provwided,

The apparates for her control con-
wiets of a standard radio transamitter
aboapd the Ohlo, a recelving naerial
aboard the lowa and special radlo re-
colvars, amplitiers and ralays for con-
verting the radio waves Into such a
form thal they san operales the also-
irical dovieaa which control the
lngm[ur And the thwettis of the

;
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