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ations ceased while

tary passes we presénted from
General Bandholtz, representative eof
the War Department and commander
of the United Btates
the war pone, weére
Insulting Examination.

“We don't know nothing dbout

him. Nobody has told us Federal

now in

troops are here Wwe have not
mndmn.nw- ‘tummﬂlhl
about them

g in
charge lntorm-d us. ughluﬁ with
being sples and “red hecks,"” we were
taken to State military hudqu-.rt-u
in Logan and after an insulting e
amination by Bherift Don Ch;pln ot
Logan county, we were taken
to & hotel. Each of us, Including
the wounded member of om.
was placed in charge of a who
was given ordefs to acoompany us
wherever we went.

For more than three hours I was
subjected to indignities by his guard
Tl::. other members of the Btate po-

Only after frantie appeals Mr.
Bparkes was permitted to communi-
cate with his office in New York in
« order that his wife might know ke
{'was not ‘seriously injured. Nons of
Ithe rest of us was permitted to

establish our jdentity and our passce

from General Bandholtz were re-
. ceived with the samie scorn by Shariff

Chafin and his attaches as the offi-

cers of the State police on the battle

front had shown.

My guard, an insolent youth, instst-
ed on golng with me into the bedroom
assigned me. When I objécted, he
eaid he was acting under orders. To
uvold this indignity, I was compelled
to sit In the hotel lobby while more
insolent and youthful members of the
police and. more Insolent gqueries,
which I refused to anawer.

We saw enough on the firing line to
take away the impression that the
war in West Virginia has not ended.

“ Suddenly Fired On.

Almost exhausted from the steep
climb, we were procéeding wearily
along the path of the suinmit wheén

suddenly we were fired on.
Shot after shot was fired, coming
from all sides It M‘bnr edrs

THROUG

7 THOUSAND MINERS SHO

T AT SIGHT OF TROOPS

Mlldred Morns.
Writer, Injured
‘In Mine Battle

By International News Rervies.
LOGAN, W, Va, Sept. 8.—
Mlis MILDRED MORRIS,
International News Serv-
ice carn-xondont, was
mtehc ::N n'wood tram

HL Norrli was crossi
the lines in c¢ompany wi
other aorrupondenta.

AR
¢
'ﬂ.t of Nﬂr Y«k

not ..‘A.uﬁ‘, odwhile

tnjmd ‘while
coufin the warfare in the
irginia hills near St.

Mlnnq.h' &
city editor of Tﬂb\m

was able to tclc hone to his
oﬂ'leo hy long llhneo thia

. OFFICALS HERE
GVE VIEWS ON MINGO

Political Leaders Give Opinions
on Miners’ War for
Times,

West Virginia’'s warfare has éreated
& sensation of whispering in the
National Capital.

The West Virginia situation, it is
admitted, - i loaded with political
dynamite.

The Times hérewith presents the
following symposium of viewa of the
uituation:

Secretary of War Weeks—'"Bastd
on-the reports which the War De
partment has in West Virginia I hope
and believe the situatiun there will be
adjusted without further _serious
trouble.”

Henning Sees No Excuse.
Assistant Secretary of Labor E. J.
Henning—"“While the situation in
West Virginia i§ bad, peace and
good order must be preserved at
all cost. There can be no excube
for lawlessness. While it is unfor-
tunate that this trouble should
arise at this time of great unem-
ployment, the President has ddéne
the logical thing in sending Un
States troops to quell the lawless
ness. Life and property must be
preserved at any coet.”

panions. I stood stock still, ssed | House Leader—* t acute
of & hazzy Idea that ng was situation in West V. ia seems to
exploding. I saw the mea !n front of be the result of long continued
me fal! flat to the ground. ] crouched discord and dissatisfaction In
behind & rock. As the fusilade of |codl mining distriet, and a uy
bullets continued I had no ierror or|ls local in its an fts
thought of death. u!‘tn! md relations. 1 hope dnunly

head
could

found & bullet had grased it

The firing ended as suddenly as it
began.

“Throw up your hands, you »—>"
lhoutodthovoloobohlndth.trn.
“l saw my men companions rise
with hands raised. From behind the
trees emerged khakl figures with
and we were ered to march.

your hands up,” you ——

suards

-..-.-'.—-." our

shouting.

It was Iqapo.iblc to walk to the
top beotulo of the rocks and treea,
mtmgto!ulmwldup I was the

I saw first Sparks, his face covered
with *blood. Jacobs, of the United
Preas, who was In front of me, had
exclaimed at the sight of the blood,
“My God, Bparks,* and dropped h
hands in & move to offer aid to
wounded man.

Put Up Your Hands

“Put up your hands,” shouted a
t with an oath.

At the sight of me this officor

dropped another oath, this time of
amazement.
“What in bh-l, a woman?' he

exclaimed.

While he was quissing us explosive
came from the otnar side. The
were Mn, ocur captors

nlnd their rifles for action we stood

bowildered and agaln we were under
the baptism of fire. '

Our captors shouted to us to to
the ground and a d us
where to crouch. In the meantime the

oung sergeant in charge called on & which

lold telephone at Ethel State military
headquarters to send automobiles to
taka away a bunch of red necks.

He himself led us down the valley
to walt for the automobiles, and a
young corporal broutht up the rear.

BPRINOFI’IILD. ., l‘lﬂ— 3~John
L. Lewis, president of the United
Mine Workers, tonight blamed the

West Virginia “mine war"” on Bald.
win-Felts detectives. He charged théy
were the “original cause of all vio.|
lerice” in the coal flelds of West Vir.
ginia, which has now “culminated in
A miners’ uprising.”

Representative
kept | sas—'""The mine

n sdjustment
wiumn w:mw
uuquhtdlmr

moricas “F."::'u..""‘""d.-_

t.h.ﬂtyofth.

- -

ernment nl ‘United States the
people of Wut Virginia cannot and
stand in hostile array, but

must not
when the men who obeyed the or.
der of the President and dispersed,
that is no remedy of the acute situa-
tion as it exists in that State and
nothing will be settled.”
of Arkan-

Representative Oldfield
sas—"The situation in the Mingo
coal district is a blot on the State
government of Weat Virginia, also
on the present Federal administra.
tion. The public is not getting all
the facts. The controlling Interests—
thooulmwn—m largely non.
Jesidents of the Btate.”
w dA!i-
trou West
Vtrtlnhmloea.lmdltmnkm
ditions are not so bad as reported,
There is no national or international
d'nlﬂmeoluthclnmllhorlnu-
bles in my opinion.”

EINSTEIN'S NEW RIVAL

FIGURES UNIVERSE WIDTH

MIDDLETOWN, Conn., Bépt. §.—A
feature of the meetings of the
American Astronomy Assoclation, at
Wesleyan University, is new evidence
on the size of the universe which has
been obtained through recent photo-

s of heavenly bodies taken at the

t. Wilson Observatory in California.

After the examination of the photo-
graphs, the association gave out fig-
ures showing it is estimated that it

tnkes light, tuvoﬂnu at the rate of
186,000 miles & second, 1,000,000 years
to travel from one oan or the uni-
verse to the other.

The photographs show that between
the earth and the most distant nu
g g - e o LA

o er
No light passes thro these clouds,
are opague, e nclentiste
helleve these are great groups of stars.
The best guess at present seems to be
they are numbers of stars spinning
around at a great speed, some of them
it takes them from §0,000 to

:30. years to turn around. ’
WOMAN FUGITIVE BACK

KNOXVILLE, Tenn., Bept. 8,—Maud
Moore, alleged slayer of Leroy Harth,
Is again In jall here, having bun il.ll'
rendered by her bo
capture in Tacoma three 'ﬂu l?

noluding the rewards’ which they
pald Tacoma officers, the pursuit and
eapture has cost her bondsmen $5,000.
They stood to lose §10 A

Ou lu Tacoma the woman, whe

ight had married there

Wmluu H, Stubbse, received, she says,

uets and letters of encourage-
ment from club women of that eity.

At practically every station between
Tacoma and Knoxville, she sald,
scores of people extended best wishes
to her, and en route she met the wife
of a Chicago millionaire who promised

assistance if it should be

IN JAIL AS A BRIDE |

Civil War Will Not End¢
With Dispersal of Armed
Bands, Lawyer Says.
Conflict Due to *Break-
down of State Govt.

By NEIL BURKINSHAW,
0f Washington, associate counsel for
Distriet 17, United Mine
Workers of America.
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: in West V ia will
K R RATSE X

lnl forces on tlu county
wob B R
esta ' o! com Io'h

breakdown of West h-tinhs tate
government.

But it cannot be that
the mere return of belliger-
ents to their homes is go to
dm .an era of peace and -
? inﬂu mountain State. The

of discontent must
be ruaov the recrudescence of
such
week is to be

oyt e dyes
West Virginia Is Peudal. |
The mountainesr State i an an-

achronism in our p of Amerioan
commonwealth. -h':."-. feudal

muﬂuthttmdcm
kings.

wmt must be .uhlllhd it
eat Virginia ever can aspire to a
real, and not mérely a nominal, place
American demoeracy.
e Bime wibing 1o
a L] g to
off. Now that the M
come, the country stands
But the situstion eould ha"
verted had either the Btate or
government taken hold iIn

fusdaliam has |
tate

5
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and com
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Hope in Federal Rule

Now that the Federal Government
has taken charge of the region, it is
mmugu.mmnm:?g-
forta suppression L]
disorders. If the work ends thers, it
will be necessary to

the fundamental

again and again un
abuses are removed.
mﬂo#:.nturvlornn.::& the rest 0:
e irginia rmum
this | officials have shown rather clearly
that they are incapable of restoring
any lasting pease in the affected :nlnol
region. However, it is certain that
the people of these regions are en-
titlsd to a republican form of govern-
ment, and since it l- impossible for
the | Weat Virginia to do th
that recourse must be had

ton.
tmrehotmmhln

of eivil rights

[ dee S a
Brig. Gen. H. H. Bandholts, U. 8, A.

!I.noo the sheriff's deputies are

I}Ir of the mine opera-

ora, for any victim to

lppul I.o the peace of the
county for redress.

rd system does

"3

The armed gua
not exist in the unionized sections
of the State. There is no need for
it. Moreover, it would not be toler-
ated in any section of the State but
those In which the civil authorities
are under the thumb of the coal

iperators.
The t industrial strife in
Mingo more than a

its origin
year ago in the refusal of the
opérators to accord their employes
24 per cenf wage increase ordered b!
President Wilson’s Bituminous Coal

abandoned all thou
and workin tions. They
tolled unceasingly to produce coal for
the country's war needs, relylng on
the Federal Government's jromise to
provide after the war a new scale of
wages thit would compensats for the
increase in the cost of living.

When the wage award was an.

In the mines
Ohle, Pen ivania and the organi
sections of West Virginia. The
miners, however, were denled this in-|
crease.

The
i sutedl by all. TUnion official d
aa in their power to turn back
the men. As General Bandholts re- |
ported to the War Department, the|
miners were on their way home
when “an {lladvised and {lltimed ad-
vance of the State constabulary' in-
volving the death of four workers,
caused passions that had subsided to
flare again and brought on the re-
sumption of the march.
The immediate cause of the march
ia the Im ment of two senre
Jniners In Mingo for periods ranging
from ten to sixty days, without
arraignment, or hearing. These n
were arrested under or Mor-
'lwﬂﬂhwwoehm.tbn.
tlu-mlnwhu hsnbunro—
fused a trial or hearing of any sort.
‘l'hommmdhhuoomsu
dressed to the supreme ocourt of ap-
Is of the State have been refused.
en the recent assassinations of Bid
Hatfleld and Chambers are to be ro-
garded as supplemental causes.

Armed Guard System

Howevar, the dominant reasons for
the outbreak are to be found in Iha
perpetuation of the armed-guard sy

tem in the BState. Both polluotl
parties have repeatedly promised tho
voters of the Htate that the viaious

persists
unlon fields of the

- tate—particular-

in Logan and MoDowell counties,

Umlur tifis system, each mine own-
employs te gunmen, usialiy
mm the Baldwin-Falts

ey, and also pays the salaries
d certain number of deputy kher.
ifts who serve as his private hench-

Durln‘ a BState (investigation of
conditions In Logan éounty two yvears
ago it was developsd that m.ooo is
paid annually by Logan Coa
ators Association as salaries tor

“Hness  gusrds patrol ~the

properties and
armed usually with pistol and. rifle.
Every traveler who leaves the train
at an¥ mining camp In Logan and
cDowall is confronted by one or
jmore of these thugs. Unless he can
furnish & most satisfactory
for his presence In the town, he
immediotely - ordared out. And,
it ha 8 that the guards are
tha oapin that the visitor
any wsort of union affiliation, he
brutally mult:d. These instances
and are

it

g

employes usually suffers

‘rma from

few cents more for each car
but the raise was wiped out almost|
immediately by Increases in the price
of food stuffs at the company stores.
And, there was practically no oppor-
tunity to purchase the necessitios of |
life from ‘ndnp-ndmt merchants. If
the miner dared to trade lnr"hiro

& “beating up” and the loss of his)

and lived there sheltariess for weaks
until ten were provided by the
‘union. e miners found refuge
mm!nthov.l#t.}-

ver A
them took up life as

by the union that the miners were
entitled to at least thirty days' notice
befors being driven out. The conten-
tion was based on the faot that the
workers were pa; rent by the
month, and ngly were ntnlod
to the usual month in the house after

notice of eviction had heen merved.
But the o mantained M

|

nounced it went into effect mmvllﬂ rooms on the slopes of
of Illinois, Ind!l::d During the summer months of

the landlord and tenant relation did
u;:l. obtain between the and
the

of the house ceased with his employ-
tnonl..

Winter in Tents

Tent colonles -w-rd

mush-

220
the lot of the miners and families o

the

Mingo was tolerable, but when winter came

|to the hills they were subjected to

Instead they were given od‘ sufferings rarely paralleled in Ameri-
+ | CAD

history. The mountains mn
were mantled in snow and life In the
tent colonies became a hell. The

operators had been certain that the

horrors of winter life in the tents

would break the spirit of the miners ... haa

and compel thelr abandonment of the
union. But it appeared that their tor-

but at the company store he was 681:1 turées only served to Intensify their

eriminated against in the mines.
the slight wage Increase meant noth-
ing.

Union Is Organized

The miners, confronted with .in-
creasing lving costs, found thelr
wages unbearably low. They peti-

tioned the mine owners for tha scale
granted by the Federal Coal Commis-
sion. When refused they held meet-
ings, selected representatives and or-
dered them to go to Charleston and
there solicit the officers of the United
Mine Workers for a charter in the
union organization.

After a careful Investigation of
the facts, President C. F. Keeney, of
District 17, commissioned several of
the Mingo miners as organizers and
gave them authority to grant union
cards to their fellow-workers. The
miners of Mingo swarmed into the
unfon. The fleld was completely
unionized in a few weeks. No per-
suasion or intimidation was used.
since the sentiment of the workers

*| was unanimous In favor of unioniza-

tion.

In this connection, it has been
alleged frequently by the operators
that the trouble in Mingo is attribu-
table to an attempt on the part of the
union invasion. As a matter of faoct,
the union went into Mingo, not on
its own Initlative, but at the direct
appeal of the Mingo miners. More-
over, the fleld was organized, not by
outsiders, but by men of Mingo.

The men who joined the union were
their Jobs and evicted
from the company houses. Their
only oZense consisted in asserting
thelr unquestioned right of American
cltizens to join such lawful organi.
gations as they saw fit. But for this
“orime,” they were thrown out of
employment, and driven from their
homes to exist as best they could.

Evictions Brutal

The evictions weve carried out with
the utmost brutality. Armed Bald.
win-Felts guards closed in on the

unfortunats miner's home, threw all | for the most trivial offenses.

furniture Into the road way, and then
locked the door. The family then
had to seek shelter as best it might.
In one case at Matewan, the Baldwin.
Felts guards refused permission to a
minar to let his sick wife stay in the

‘house until other shelter could be pro-

cured. They took the bed on which

the | this woman lay, and placed It out.

in the rain.
@ evicted miners ﬂoom into the
hills with their families, setting up

mwu’mmm

determination to hold out for thelr
rights.

At the beginning of the present
summer the miners still were keeping
thelr ranke intact. The Opmt.ul's
t

ary stamina and
mountaineers. B0, it was decided to

make one final effort to break up lho
movement. Machine guns were turned

on the tent colony at Blackberry City | jeft

during May, compelling the colonists
to flee their canvas village, Marks-
men of the opérators on the Kentueky
side of Tug River riddied the Black-
berry City with gun-fire. Bhots were
returned from the West Virginia side
and soon the battle beeams general
on a ten-mile front

Governor Morgan shrieked for fed-
eral ald, but was firmly refused with
the intimation that it was within his
power to maintain order without out-
side assistance.

Martial Law Prooh.'lmod_

Then Governor Morgan promulgated
his now famous proclaimation putting
Mingo County under martial law
Harold W. Huston, counsel for Dh
triot 17, promptly had ths martial
law proelnmuon dlellﬂﬂ invalld by
e e e
State, In passing ¥y on
of habeas corpus, filed to effect the
relense of several men arrested under
the terma of the proclamation, the
counsel held that martial law was
necessarily an incident of military
ocupation, and in the absence of State
military forces, Governor Morgan was
e:ondlnld his rn:;’dlwl II:’ in putting
Mingo .under

But the governor was uﬂl&nt that
Mingo hot be allowed to enjoy eivil
law. BSo, he adopted the cublwh&::
drafting a com of Mingo cl
into the “militla” of the Btate, then
reissuing his martial Jaw proclama-
tion. This time, the Supreme Court
of the State held that the proclamation
was effective.

Mingo was placed under martinl
law. Scores of arrestsa were rnhnl;
were jalled for having in thelr pos-
session the Federationist, the news-

per of the State Federation of
Ehor or the United Mine Workers
Journal, which has a circulation of
more than bhalf a milhon, i as-
sembly of more than two persors on
the streets or in any bullding re-
sulted in the arrest and confinement
of all.

Soon the jail at Mingo was loaded
to capacity and the incoming prison-

ers had to be sent to McDowell and

Coal Operators Rule As Kingsof Old,
Declares Union Mmers Counsel Here

The martial law proclamation was
utilized by the coal operators and
their friends in office as an effective

\ the union

3k
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g
a

nTes AN
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it

joba,
their tent ocolonles, refusing
driven from thelr original position.

Situation Today

The same situation obtains today in
Mingo. The miners are crushed under
a form of despotism never hefore ex-
perienced in this country. In addition

sufferings,

ities, can bring to bear

On June 14 Alex e, ons of
the colonists of Lick Creek, was bru-
tally murdered during a raid conducted
by the State police and operators’
forces. Breedlove fled into the mn"

operator
miner; instead that it was a'
During the war the miners had rolation -of master and servant and
t of wages, hours tha¢ the miner's right to occupancy

alnnluefuulllnp
fct, and had a perfect alibl for him-
self for the day the shooting at Mo-
hawk took place. Iie told me here
himself that the indictment was
merely & means of getting him into
McDowell county, where the Bald-
win-Felts men planned to kill him.
He knew what he was facing. wher he
Williamson to go to Welch. But
he oould not resists arrest and was
com ldtohkoucbmmom
through his trial at Welch u

Hatfleld Shot Down

While Mw of the
court house at Welch with m
on his arm and (allmml by Bd
Chambers, a fellow townsman of
Mattewan, who was also aocompanied
by his wife, Hatfleld was shot down
in cold bloed. The first press reports
muthathomkuhdl.nanu
fight and that a revolver wlth six
empty chambers was picked up be-
side his dead body, but the pwt-t of
Hatfleld's friends compelled the #h
lHoation next day of the facts.

were that Hatfield was unarmed, had
had no intimation of the assauilt, and
was simply and callously shot down in
cold blood. Four bullet wounds were
toun-l in his back and one lrl his face.

When Chambers, a boy of tm‘
one, and recently , was shot,
he collapsed -and rolled dm the stone

steps. One of the detectives leaped
down the steps after him, and despite
the entreaties of his young wife placed
a pistol behind his ear and fired two
shots into his head.

The assassinations of Hatfleld and
Chambers provoked a fury of resent-
fhent throughout West Virginia—a
‘feeling that accounts in some dgiree
for the present march of the mihers.
Hatfleld was widely admired and liked
in his native State. No man ever
had been maligned more unfairly in
the public press. He had been por.

trayed a8 a d and general
“bad man.” In t, there waa little
in his appearance, speech, or habits
to support this reputation. Of slight
| bulld, with brown.eyes, and a rarely
absent, Innocuous smile, he presented
anrthlnt but the aspects of the "best
peller” type of gunman. He was only
twenty-seven. He didn't drink or use
profanity, frowed on gambling, and
was fanaticallys religious. From his
slender income he contributed $260 a
year toward making up the salary
.or I. Fresbyterian minister in Mate-

Hatfleld’'s reputation
!m him after the

.

Weeks Alone on
Job; Government
Takes Vacation

Tuesday morning.
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Mellon is at Hot Springs, Va.
Secretary of Labor Davis is

en route to Detroit.
Potsmaster General Hays is
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it was a fake.
“You can't take Hatfleld out eof
this town on any such authority as
that," he declared. "If you want to
act legally about this, let's go to
the store here and call up the jus-
tice of the peace at Thacker. If he
says that any such warrant for
Hatfield's arrest has been Md.
then I'll let you take him along.”
Felta declined to call up the jus-
tice of the peace. There was & tense
sllence. Then someone in the crowd
rmmri:od derisively:

“Yo' 'd bettah put yo' warrant on
yo' gin bread and eat it."
Felts flared with anger, then

yanked out his gun. Testerman was
shot through the groin, dying a few
hours afterwards. Hatfleld, who was
standing next to the mayor, had his
shot from his head. The guards
bonn to shoot generally. Hatfleld,
who was In the middle of the group,
ripped out both guns. One was shot
from his hand before he could pull
the trigger.

24 Men Are Indicted.

Tha battle lasted less than a
minute, but when tha firing ceased
saven of the gusrds were killed. Two
residents of Matewan, Tot Tinsley, &
boy of seventeen, and Bob Mullin, a
man of fifty-five, were shot throu.h
the back as they started to run from
the fight. Isaac Brewer, who was
standing In back of Hatfleld, aru
wounded by the bullet Intended for
the police chief. In all, ten were
killed and six wounded. ¢ windows
and dbors of the hardware store were
shot out. The brick front of the store
still the marks of the bullets.
Five of the guards escaped by run-
ning. Three fled through the streets
und sought refuge in houses or barns
That night they quistly stole out of
town. sprinted the rall-
road tracks and boarded a freight

was - hung| train
Mate-

After the shooting twenty-four men
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DEATH 1 RUSSIA

Famine MHorror in. Stricken
Land Told by Woman Writer
In Moscow.

By ANNA LOUISE STRONG.
(Copyright, 1, News

MOBCOW, Sept. 3.—I have just
completed the most horrible journey
of my life; horrib! not because of the
bardships, privations, difficulties of
travel, but because of the unspeak-
able misery 1 found in that vast area
traversed my 64-hour voyage from
Warsaw to this capital. For that
area swarms' with millions of men,
women and children, refugees, driven
from thelr homes upon a wild, though
aimless flight by 'the dread of the
famine and plague now ravaging Rus-

Death Stares Everywhere.

Death stared at me out of hollow
eyes, death by degrees. Hunger of the
sort that turns humans into beasts,
makes them snatch with wolfish
greed at pleces of treerind or =
couple of dried up berries; disease
that devours the body almost before
one's very eyes; despair that makes
mothers with puny babies hanging
limply in their arms (arow than-
selves upon railway tracks and beg
the train grew to go on and thus
make an end to their misery. Thess
thinga I have seen, not in isolated
but all along that Larren

with living cprpses.
misery lund%hlml me,

as 1 saw the streets of ancient Moe-
cow looming, grim and gray, in the
distance, I wondered what I should
find here, in the heart of the Eleed-

hundreds of

of men, women end chil-
dren whom only a miracle can save.
But with the last remnants of their

vor to the titanic undertaking of re-
is not one among them
lmt feels that there are millions worse
;'out in the sun-scorched steppes of
Bamara 40,000,000 are slowly dying,
probably ono-t.onth doomed to sure
death. Those it is to whom these pit-
sufferers in Moscow are devot-
Ing their thoughts and labors.

In all were Indicted for murder. But

famous “trigger” trial held at
Willlamson early this year they all
were quulttod The five surviving

;)

:

indicted for the mur-
of TMH;:.H. They obtained a
change of venue to Greenbrier cou
ond were acquftted after a
trial. Thelr trial was a trav J4n
that ft 'was held In a county whers
witnesses to the murder of Tester-

Fo-ocution.
Hatfield,
Chambérs and Breedlove are the high
lights of the situation. But many
others have been kllled, scores have
been assaulted, thousands deprived of
their clvil liberties, and an entire couty
deprived of a republican form of gov-
ernment, merely because *he workers
would not abandon thelr privileges as
American citizens at the demand of
the operators.

The conflict must be brought to an
end speedily, The people of Mingo
must be given an opportunity to earn
their livelthood. It is not fair to drive
them out of thelr native mountaing
to drift through the country In search
of work. Coal operators of

absorb—but a trip through the field,
with idle properties visible on every
tld.. will give credence to the union's
claim production has been hard
hit by ¢ lockout. Finally, there
must be instituted agaln the reign of
law and order. And this will not be
acoomplished by ¢rushing one faction
into the dust. The righta of both
sides must be considered and a com-
promise worked out.

Not ‘‘Closed 8hop”’

The miners have tried on scores of
occasions to bring the operators Into
conference for the purpose of ironing
out their differences. Conciliators of
the ' Federal Department of Labor
have sought In vain to bring the oper-
ators into a meeting—even President
Harding was obstructed in this at-
tempt during the past week.

The miners do not demand a .closed
shop. They merely insist that the
State laws be enforced by the gover-
nor and that no man shall be diserim-
inatéed against merely because he car-
ries a union eard. Thelr proposition
i= falr and jJust, and seemingly has
the support of all enlightened opinion.

A month or so ago I sat on &
shaded porch of the Chambera home-
stead iIn Matewan, -discussing the
strike with several residents of the
village—among them yvoung Ed
Chambers, recently assassinated In
Welch.

“These operators appear mighty
unreasonable,” T remarked.

“Yes," drawled one of the elders
of the town, “th came into these
hills from the cities and picked up
coal lands for 26 or 50 cents an acre.
Now, by God, they want to have us
mine the coal for nothing.”

. I think he is nearly right.

Flowers for the Sick—RBrighten up the
room of the Invalld with Gude's Flowers,
1214 F.—Adv.
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Will not upset the stomacn.




