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“STOP THIS TRAGIC FO

KATHLEEN NORRIS, URGING CLOSER TIES

DIVORCE DECLARED
RESULT OF FAILURE

TO SHARE ALL JOYS

Present-Day Youth Finds Older Generation
Standing Aloof, and Subsequent Scarch for
Their Own Amusements Frequently Brings
Trouble and Unhappiness—Husband and
Wife Should Pursuc Interests in Common.

THINK that the very funniest
thing I éver heard at a circus
was said by a charming young

woman of perhaps thirty, who
passed me in the crowd. Bhe look-
od at some special lion or elephant
and then up at the man beside her,
obviously her husband, and sald im-
pulsively, In a tone of regret:

“Oh, Bllly! Wouldn't the children
love thia!"

And in saying so she placed her-
pelf pérfectly as one of the millions
of American householders who di-
vide thair time, their interests,
th affections into neat little

like a vegetable garden, and
fever dream of allowing them to
mix,

I knew intuitively that when this
woman decided to give a day or an
hour to her children, she did it

cvonsdlentiously and allowed noth-

ing to interfere with it. But when
she plannéd a SBunday in the car
the children were left at home;
shé invited just Mary and Tom
Bhérman, and disposed of Billy's
mother and the children well in ad-
vance.

A COSTLY MISTAKE.

When she went to see her own
mother in Yonkers she went alone.
When she had to spend a morning
downtown shopping she /never
dreamed of taking ten-year-old
Barah. And as to having the chil-
dren visible at any dinner party
or tea, she would quits as spon
have had the riding horses brought
in!

This is ene of the real deficien-
cles of our American home life,
and, like all our other mistakea, it
is costly. "A place for everything
and everything in its place,” 1s all

very well when applled to stock-
ings, saucepans and school books,
but it has nothing to do with our
interests and our affections.

The fabric of human |ntercourse
is all the stronger for being woven
in oné broad strand instead of a
dozen thin threads, and wé shall
have more happy marriages, more
goofl mothers and fathers, and
more real homes when this
ridiculous fashion of subdividing
our time is succbeded by something
more reasonable.

In the average American home
the amusements of the older
generation, of the master and mis-
tress, and of the children fall
into thres separate classes. We
have baby parties, chlildren’s
parties, debutante parties, bride
“showers,” card parties and
luncheons for the young wives
and matrons, dinhers and cards
for older people, and quite distinot
dinners and card parties for grand-
mother and the greataunts.

It is extremely uncomman In
America to find children, young
girls and men, old persons, and the
meéen and women who are In the
prime of life all In one drawing-
room. No, sach séparate member of
the family has his or her separate
and Individua! pleasures, and it s
not at all unusual to have the
member who happens to be enter-
taining warn the rest of the cian
that he or she has all rights te the
dining-room and drawing-room this
evening. »
DAUGHTER'S BACKGROUND.

Isn't this extremely stupid?
And doesan’'t it perhaps account,
in part at least, for some of our

many dom: fallures? Divorces
are frequ caused by the wife
finding Interests where the hus-
band has none, and vice versa,
and certainly the sérvant problem
and the schooling problem and the
flappér problem all come under
this head.

“You Americans,” say the
Europeans, “have no social back-
ground!”

And we usually agree, partly be-
cause we don't quite know what
a social background is, and large-
ly bgcause we are quite sure that,
whatever it is, we haven't It.

A wmocial background doesn't
mean ancestors—it doesn't mean
tuvaey, or the old homestead, or
sliver spoons, or a family tree. It
doesn't even mean age in a nation.

But it does mean that behind
your daughter and mine is a group
of men and women to whom she be-
longs, by right of birth." Old,
young, rich, poor, successful and
unfortunate, this Is her back-
ground, and she has her place
there.

She ocomes Into the drawing-
room and meets your friends. Of

course, it bores her to distraction— -

she would much rather go off with
her own friends to see part fifteen
of “The Fangs of the Viper'—
but she bears it as best she can,
asa bashful Eight, as awkward
Fourteen, as embarrassed and
giggling and fearfully articulate
Sixteen. Bhe meets all the aunts
and coudins, and the awkward
litgde boys growing up, and she
grows up, too, and presently she
is eighteen and she maked her
formal bew.

GOOD FOR ANY GIRL.

Apd then, whea she is twenty-
eight, and has been married to ono
of the grown-up  Mttle boys for
perhaps six years, it means that
all this largé group of old men and
won:en, middle-aged friends of her
parents, young girls and boys, and
even children are keenly interested
in her, approve or disapprove of
what she dees—make it impossible
indesd, for her to do anything
without their knowledge and par-
tisanship.

This sort of tightly knitted as-
soclation s good for any girl; It
means an increased sense of re-
sponsibllity to soclety, for one
thing. It means an abllity to talk
to persons older or younger than
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who have not a single interest in common
ta, and oldl:fo shelved and silent, pushed into
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herself, with interest and polite-
ness. It meanp a knowledge of
what life is; what motherhood,
housekeeping, old age, mean.
PARENTAL FEAR.,
* To plck soclal groups merely by
age is to lose something extreme-
ly wvaluable to life. The eircle
narows and narrows, and present-
ly we find ourselves amid the
tragedies parents who scarcely
know their children; children who
have not a single interest in com-
mon with their parents; motheras
who miss all the deliclousnesa of
developing girl-and-boyhood, and
old age shelved and silent ,push-
ed into the background of life,
One of our universal fears (s

um\or boring our children. We
want them ta study and to attend .
school dutifully, but, outside of
that, how we do strain to amusa
them! They must have ice cream
cones and candy, and movies and
theaters, and books by the score.

Books were treasures to us and
we hoarded them and read and re-
read them, but no child does thal
nowadays. They akim them
through and are done with them
for all time. And we had long,
empty days, too, when entertain.
ments and toys were unthought of
—] remember them well. I remem-
ber Inventing games, developinyg
the possibilities of woodshefls and
back fences, or wandering on long,

‘What An American Merchant Marine ‘Means to

NATION IS LOSING
BILLIONS THROUGH

DELAY ON SUBSIDY

Commissioner Chamberlain Points Gut That

Huge Amounts That Could Be American
Profits Arc Being Poured Into the Coffers
of British Interests—Impetus Given Ameri-
can Shipping During War Reveals Possibill-
tics of Regaining Supremacy of Seas Once

Held by America.

-

By GEORGE E. CHAMBERLAIN,
Oommissioner of the United States Shipping Board for the
northern section of the Pacific Coast.

Commissioner George E. Chamberlain represented Ore-
gon in the United States Senate for twelve yéars. During
the greater part of that time he was a member of the
Committee on Commerce, to which are referred all bills
relating to shipping. ,As the result of this service and
of close study of the subject, Senator Chamberlain became
one of the best informed men in America on shipping
questions. It was because of his profound knowledge of
shipping problems and his ardent interest in the develop-
ment of an American Merchant Marine that he was ap-
pointed a member of the Shipping Board by President

Harding.

O those of us who have made a close study of world
T shipping it is always surprising that for fifty years

America has been content to do without the great
merchant marine that at one time gave her mastery of
the seas. It is even more surprising -now, when condi-
tions arising out of the world war have furnished us an
opportunity to regain what we lost, that there is still an
indifference in many sections of the country toward
reaching out and grasping that opportunity. '

I sometimes feel that one of the
obstacles placed in the way of the
successful development of our
merchant marine is to be found in
the severe strictures which are in-
dulged in against the agents of Lhe
Government and in the iteration
and reiteration of the charge that
it is Impodsible to sucocessfully
build and maintain an American
Merchant Marine, DA

The secret’and insidious foreign
influence that seeks by propagan-
da and otherwise to destroy Amer.
fea's efforta rejoloes In thess
striotures and criticlsms and u'll

. -

izes them to prejudice the Amerl-
can people, the stookholders In
that enterprise, against leading
thelr financial and other support
to its successful accomplishment.
It instead of oriticlam they would
specialise for & while and make au
impartial and disinterested study
of the whols sulject, they would
commend ratherithan unconsaious-
ly sasist In destroying an Instru.
mentality which is absolutely sssen.
tial in this age of competition for
the development of our agrieul.
tural, commercial and industrial life,

It is and has been the proud
boast of America that she has not
aj any time in her history entered
upon & war of aggression of of con-
quest., Whenever she has been
involved in war, it has been waged
in self-defense or in the mainten-
ance of some high and lofty prin-
ciple. Her people are Iidealists,
while many of her competitors for
world trade and business are ma-
terlalists in the strictest sense of
the term. When America has up
for consideration a question as to
a step that might be taken for her
own advancemeht in the world of
competition, she is apt to ask her-
self, “How will the other powers
look upon the taking of this step?
How will it affect them even
though it bs beneficial to Ameri-
ca?’ If a course which would be
beneficial to her might possibly
be Injurious to another power, or
at least looked upon by that power,
whether justly or not, as an en-
croachfnent upon interests, Amer-
foa holds back. This is the view-
point and course of the idealistic
nation.

Did anyone ever know of a time
in the history of the British empire
when she ever put to herself the
question as to how other powers
would be affected, whether inju-
riously or otherwise, by a course
she had mapped out for herself
that would be beneficial to her
people? The question she has
usually asked herself, and It séema
to me it is the question that we
ought to ask ourselves, is—Does
the proposed step affeoct benefl.
cially or otherwise the British En.
pire and her possessions?—and if
the question be answered I the
affirmative, that step Is taken
unless it might be treapass upon
the rights of ofther peoples as to
invite war.

U. 8. NOT CONSIDERED.,

Innumerable instances might be
given to fllustrate the point now
made, but I will only take a few.
When the Ahglo-Japanese Alllance
was entered into, I think it safe
to say that po consideration was
glven to America's viewa, or as to
whether America would be injuri-
ously affected or mnot, but the
question was, how would it affect
the high contracting parties?

The alllance was formed, to be
modified or dbrogated, If you
please, only when the Disarma.
ment Conference convened and
diasolved an alllance whilh was
unpopular not only in America
but as well In some of the oolo-
nial possessions of Great Pritain,

1 am mot complaining of thiy

osurse; I am simply (llustrating
the proposition which I am now

Commissioner, U, 8. Shipping Board.

urging. Agaln when British ocor-
porations were -formed under the
Hong Kong ordinances, to do busi-
ness in China with American
financial interests dominating in
the management and control of
some of such corporations, it was
afterwards decreed, by Orders In
Couneil, that thesa corporations,
even when under sAmerican con-
trol, must be under the manage-
ment of British subjects.

The question was not asked—
What will America think of this
oourse and how will {t affect Amer-
fean Interests, but how would it
affect British Interests and the
interests of British subjects in the
Orfent,

The result was that large Amer.
fcan interesis were placed under

British control and many Amerl-
can houses practically driven out
of business in Shanghal and other
ports of China. Again I am not
complaining, but merely {llustrat-
ing further the proposition which
I make. Congress has been ap-
pealed to for legislation to meet
the situatitom but it has not been
passed as yet.

It is discouraging Indeed to those
who are attempting to bulld up
and maintain our merchant ma-
rine, when they are confronted
by the suggestion of many of our
business men, that there 8 no
sense in attempting to maintain
a fleet of American merchant
ships when some fotelgn power
operating ships under forelgn
flags is willing to take ocargoes

almless trips through the villags,
with no expensive refreshments to
act a8 a spur.

‘But nowadays who take &
child out without offering 1t al
sorts of treats, or who kesps o
child waiting an hour in a ahop or
a doctor's office without feéling
the need of an'apology?

1 saw two small éhildren In &

Chicago department store & few

weeks ago. They were actually en-
rgged because they had chanced to
soe already all the moving pletures
at the big houses and their mother
would not dllow them fto “vam. -
about searching for some un-sdver-
tised picture. They debated the
big films lll-témperedly, gulded hy
a patient and painstaking mother,
No, they wouldn't llke t6 hee any-
one of them over again!

Perhaps, the mother suggestad,
there was a circus in town. They
snatched the paper again. No,
there was no circus.

SECRETS NOT SHARED,
In the end, with the little girl

~ erying in vexation, they desided

upon gamés; each child was to
have ‘two dollars to spend in the
toy department and they would
carry thelr booty to &4 hotel and
spend the afternpon there. 1
imagine these children weie travel-
ing and that this was perhaps not
quite their normal attitude.

But one’s thought was: “No
background!” Neo resources of con-
versation, no Interest In strange
scenes and new places, no develop-
maent of charactér. They Kad to be
completely distracted by food,
candy, toys, ices, pletureés, music
— something — something — some-
thing—or they wire telally at a
loss.

They did not have a real share
of their mother's and father's lives;
they were not even listening to
them. There were some seven or
elght things in life that definitely
amused them and they were dis-
satisfled yntil they had secured
those things.

Their father was impatient to
get away to a golf game; their
mother wanted to.shop, to have her
hair marcelled and to join some
friends at tea. She was a gentle,
generous, affectionate mother, and
she was most anxious te settle the
thildren happlly before shé left
them. But during an entire hour
at the lunch table neither shé nor

Y OF THE DIVIDED HOME” WARNS
WITHIN FAMILIES

FEARFUL OF BORING

CHILDREN,

PARENTS

LOSE PROPER HOLD
America Needs a Morc Wholesome Social

Background—Contact Between Younger and
Older Generations Brings Domestic and:
Community Stability—Growing in Opposite
Directions Through Divergent Interests.

the father addressed them exmespt
to say, “Would you like...." or,
“Why don't you...."

- MOTHER'S ENCIRCLING ARM.

And yet, If wé turn bick the
pages of literaturéd only & genera-
tion or two, what extremely dif-
ferent little girls and boys we fini!
The little girls of Misa Thaxter,
and Misg Proctor, and Mary E. Wil.
kins! Little girls who came homa
from schobl and sewed neatly upnn
samples, and then asked féarfully
for an hour's holiday, and were off

n the lane to Ellen’s or Sarah's
house, exulting In just blue sky
and green grass and the delight-
ful possibility of climbing up on
the hay wagon in the barn and
bouncing on the seat!

Terrible little prigs, perhaps,
those pantalletted and hoopskirted
lttle girls. Yet American homes—
whether in New Hampshire or
Louisianas~had “background” then!
Fathers could command then, and
it was a hard little girl who wae
not influenced by mother's arm
about her walst and meother's per-
suasive voice In her ear. 'There
was a code then: Little gentlemen
were polite to their sister's friends.
and little ladiés behaved with dig.
nity.

And when all is sald and done,
they grew up te be wonderful wom-
en, those little girls of the patch-

work and the autegraph albums. .

With grandma and Cousin Saliy
and Unéle and Aunt Perter behind
them, and the older cousins to
chide them, and the younger cous.
ins to turn to thém for guidance,
they felt their responsibility. Their
little group of dancers and flirts

was not detached from all other
human groups, and so detached
from the mogrings of sanity and
decency and self-respect.
LAND'S RICHEST FAMILY.

To go back, even In a modern
way, or even part of the road,
would be bitterly hard, now. We
bore our children, and they bore
us; we both have been growing in
exictly opposed directions for
years and years. They ejaculate
“Oh, goodness!” when the plans
for the evening cepllapse and leave
them stranded with only the pros-
peot of dinner with dad and
mother, and sitting about doing
nothing, afterwards; and we experi|
ence an undeniable sinking of the
heart when, in answer to a kind-
ly interested query, “Isn't t' ‘s
the night of Helen's party?”’ the
young volces say blankly, “No,.
it's postponed. What can we do?
What are you and dad doing te-
night?

If there is a family left where
this conversation would end with
an ecstatic, “Mother, it's just
ourselves tonight! Won't dad be
delighted! Let's all choose what
we want most to do!"” then that
family is the very richest in the
land.

(Copyright, 1922 :i ’ﬂ. Republie

This is one of a series of Woman
to Woman Talks on present day
family and social problems that
Mrs. Norris, America’s best loved
and mest popular woman writer,

is writing for The Washington§

Sunday Times. Another talk will' -
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United States Foreign Trade

cheaper than American shipsscan
afford to handle them.

Immense cargoes of cereals were
shipped from the United BStates
to the United Kingdom and other
foreign countries during the past
year and foreign flag ships were
underbidding both the Shipping
Board vessels and those of iInde.
pendent American operators with
the result that the greater peortion
of these cargoes were carried by
foreign ships.

The reason for this differential
is to be found in the higher cost
of ship construction In American
yards, the higher cost of operation
of American ships due to the
maintenance of a higher standanl
of wages, ald given by Goverfiment
to foreign ships, and many other
items that I will not attempt now
to discuss.

The American ship must there-
fore be operated at a great loss or
it must go out of business, ufiless
this differential is met by subven-
tion, direct or indirect, permitted
by Congressional astion,

What is sald with regard tc
cereal exports Is applicable to prac-
tically all other commodities,
whether exported or Imported and
in order to show what It meuns
and has meant to America I will
call attention to these figures:

BRITISH GOT U. 8. GOLD.

The values of commodities ex-
ported by sea from the United
tates for 100 years, béginning

th 1821, was, according to data
obtalned from the Department of
Commerce, and the statistical de-
partment of the Uniled Btates
Shipipng Board, §986,620,076,814,
while the Importa for the same
period amounted to $62,174,102,586,
making the total commercs in for-
elgn trade by sea, $148,803,170,350.

Of this total, vessels under the
American .flag carried only $35,.
631,282,009, or about 24 per ceut,
leaving 76 per ocent ecarried by
allen bottoms. As the British mer-
chant marine represents about 60
per cent of the foreign tonnage
engaged in this trade, It therefor:
is evident that thelr participation
in our commerce would amount to
about 38 per cent of the total
amount, or $66,646,208,164.

In order to obtain some jdea of
the vast amount of revenus de-
rived from this business by the
carriers therpof, and to present a
comprehensive ploture of the
amount of money that went put of
eirculation In the United Btates
and into the coffers of foreign com.
panies during this 100-year period,
it is assumed that an amount
equivalent to 25 per ceant of the
total wvalue ‘was pald

U. S. Paid Vast Sums
To Foreign Shippers

DO not think it is an exaggerated statement to say
that foreign interests were enriched by the carriage
of American commerce, exports and imports, to the

amount-of $28,202,949,118, as stated.

It is hard to realize the immensity of these figures, but
if one will stop to think that from the foundation of the
Republic to the present time, there has been expended by
the Federsl Government? for the improvement of rivers U’
and harbors and canals, exclusive of the Panama Canal,
only $1,086,079,202.35, and for the construction of the
Panama Canal $479,851,938.98, including its fortification,
| amounting in all to $1,615,081,141.83, we begin to realize

what an immense amount of money the American people

have paid into the coffers of foreign peoples—and to that

extent enriched them.

Btates.

people.

In ohly seven years, as stated above, we have enriched
foreign shipping interests in the sum of $8,874,260,345,
almost enough to pay the debts of the allies to the United

We begin now to realise how much it would mean to
Mﬂthhmmyoonldbeupondodmongourm

freight, Insurance, banking, etc.,
to foreign interesats. All such pay-
ments going into foreign hands,
represents so much revenue de.
dueted from the resources of this
country and retards to that ex.
tent the expansion of our shipping,
industrial, commercial, and agr!
cultural interests.

On this basis it is apparent that
while the Amerioan-owned vessely
through their participation in our
commerce of a century earned for
American interests $8,907,845,754,
the foreign intérests were enriched
to the amount of $28,292,049,118.
This Iin the aggregate is & tre-
mendous Indictment against the
apathy ol our interest in our over-
seds transportation in ships of
Ameri nationality.

It es more foroibly appar
ent when the fact Ia oonsidered
that from 1821 to 1862 an average
of 80 per cent of our total com-
mercé was tranaported in Ameri-
can bottoms, while since the aivil
war our participation has stead-
ily declinéd to an average for the
period of 19 per oent, and the oul-
ward flow of Amerioan dollars has
steadlly Inoreased. . y

The increass in volume of sur
commerod sinos 1914, and the great
apperciation In valuea of sommed!.
tien moved In cembination with the

American :ﬂl] has tended to pro-
duce temporary stimulattion of
American shipping, which has
stopped to some extent the out

ward flow of revenue: this Is npr
patent from a review of the com-
merce for six years from Decem-
ber 31, 1916, to December 81, 1920.

In this period the total com-
merce by sea was $47,626,871,810,
of this amount American flag ves-
sels carried $12,120,630,431, or
about 26 per cent of the total. On
the other hand the foreign flag
vessels “carried $35,497,041,379, or
about 74 per cent. Of the
forelgn countries Great Britain
carried the llon's share, viz: $19,
811,887,720, or about 42 per cen:
of the total commierce.,

We begin now to realize how
much it would mean to America If
this money ocould be expended
Aamongst our own people.

Would It nmot be far better to
try to meet the situation which
enables the forelgner to get the
lon's share of world trafflc by ap-
plying some of the methods thal
he usea In order to handle world

* commeres, Thin vast sum, If spent

in the United Btatea, would atimy
ulate every (ndustry, trade and

profession that goes to make fm
A happler and a mere prospervus

out for growth of tomnage under the ‘pesple,

{



