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justice of the measure depended upon the charao- |

ter of the water—whether fresh or salt / [A lnugh |

Mr. BOWDON. Did not that argument come
from Ohio?

Mr. CAMPBELL | helieve the seutiment
came from Mr. Polk, sud my colleague [Mr
Scurxcx ] dressed it up in plain English, that our
hardy bostmen who navigate the Western rivers,

snd the sailors on our lukes, might readily per-

celve its tremendous force !

1 now proceed briefly, Mr. Chairman, 1o exam-
fue the other preposition of the gentleman from
North Carolina [Mr. C: inaMAx| as to the rela-
tive degree of civilization and human happiness in
the slave and free States
institnted a comparison which, ifleftunanswered,
may injure the interests of the State which | have

the honor in part to represent. It may deter some |

of his prosperous snd wealthy people from emigra-
ting thither, and we find, when they get to Obio
they are the unflinching advocates of the princi-
ple of the Ordinance of ‘87 which has produced a

prosperity of which we do not boast, but of which | i

we are not ashamed.

Upon the question as Lo what is frue hoppincss
ond comfort, there may be some differcnee of opin-
ion. Itisa very comfortable thing, no doubt, to
have & negro to rub you down when you get up
in the morning, after having been off on n * bust ™
the night before!—to pour out your sherry at
dinner—to bring you a light when you wish to
to take your evening smoke—or to keep off the
flies as you take your afternoon’s snoore!
is mere animal comfort. In the Northwest, we be.
lieve that the caltivation of the intellect —the ad-

vancement of public morals—ure the true sources |
Hener, we build churches | |
and school-houses—found colleges and academies,

of public happiness

establish literary associations and Sundny echools!

1 take up the gauntlet thrown down so vauntingly |
by the honorable gentleman, and it is by this
standard that I bring up Ohio, my pative State,

the © first-born "’ under the Ordinsuce of *57
proudly place her by the side of the Southern
States, to meet her exumination, and sn unbiased
verdict.

1 take my statistics from the census tahles re
turned in 1540. Ohio has about ons half onl
the white population of Virginin, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgin, Alibama, Louisians,
Arkansas, and Mississippi, awht of the “ prosper-
ous and bappy” slave States; yet she sends to
school forty-two thousend move children than the
whole of them together.

Ohio hag about the same white population as

North Carolinn, South Caroline, Georgin, Ala-
bama, and Mississippi, united ; and she bos glon- |
TEEN HUNDRED axD FIFTEEN more colleges, aead-
emies, and schools, than the whole five together
and senda to school oNE MUNDRED AND THIETY-
oxnk THousaND more children '

In order to briog this test nearcr to onr imme
diate homes, [ propose hringing the district | have
the homor to answer for here, ioto comparicon
with the honorahle member’s “ happy *' constitn.
ent. 1 do nov ¥ sf the intellizence of my |
constituents— ahont o an equality with
the hal There s one county in |
the gentieman’s dis whaes peanle, | sugnr~
he had in his mind's eye, whea he was depicting
the prosperous and happy condition of the Santh!
It ought to be the most intelligent county outh of
Mason and Dixon, if we may judge from the vast |
number of speeches w hich have been made fur its
m[-rl"r.l '|||I|.ro\-'.-.'u--1'-[ It iy the county of Hun-
comb ! | L ghter | The statistics show that my |
district, conposed of three counties Has fea Daw- |
dradd wnid forty-the coltewes gud sehoofr, nnd sends |
to them upwards of fiftesn thonsend scholirs Bun- |
combe has one eollege, and the sturtling number [
of one whale sikaol ! [langhter] precisely the snme
number that you find sustained in severul of our |
villages by the free negroes!  [do not know that |
it should be counted ug w whol- gchool either, be- |
cause, by reference to the other column, | see it |
containg only ten sehalurs !

Buncomb eq one sehbol to every 4 000 of her |
white population—iny district, one to every 275

My district sonds one out of five of her white
population to rehool. Buneonihe senilsone of 4501

A Vork, Yon take no netvunt of our private
schnols, mot returned Ly the census

Mr. CAMPBELL. Nordo I take any neeount
of owr private schools Fovery log cabin in my
district i3 o private school-house ! You ean find
those there who seldom get to public schouls, In
the long winter evenings you will find collected
by the fireside, the eviderices of that inerense of
popuintion complained of, o cire le of Huxen-haired
bearty boys and girls The oldest hug perhaps

advinced nt school to the @ rule of three,” nud hns
a olaks of yonuger ones in simple addition at
home—calenlating, not the value of the Union,
but probably the number of hushely of corn tuken |
to market during the day. In this way many of

T el e o Sy
brought up, find their way, in the course of time,
to seats in this House, 1 have n constituent, now
in wy mind, who was horn in Kentucky, and eame
to may district, which is now his home, who re.
euived his edueation in oue of these private schools
of ours' At the ngeof sixteen he drove baggage-
WAgons with supplies for the army which defended
our fromtier. On his return he was erippled in
his wagoning operations, Being confined for
yoar, he betook himseif tostudy, and at the end of
that 1o had, withont the aid of teacher, hecome
master of the Latin and Greek langunges! ‘The
“opack of his whip” has been heard in both
branches of Congress, and if the Union is not dis-
solved too soow, we would like to see how he could
manage the great team of State!

Nut | have heard of these private schools of the
South before. 1 will apply another test, which
may be more satisfuctory and more just !

fo the five slave States nhove named. there are
of whitea, over twenty yeurs of age, who conmot
cend or wrire, 135,000, In Ohio, (with the same
white population ) there are of those who cannot
read or write, 35,000, Showing in the same slave
States with the same white population of Ohio,
one hwndred and three thowsand more white adults
who cannot read or write than we do.  Your pri-
vatz achools, therefore, are not quite so «fficient na
ours. | will not say that your scholars are not as
apt ns ours, as that might be regarded as “ag-

gressive.”
How is it in Buncombe? Her white popula-
tion over twenty yeoars old fs 3.945 OF these,

there are who connot read or wewre | 360, Op for
every three ndults who can read or write, she Las
two who cannot

Taking her whole white population, there is one
to gix who cannot rewd or write. In my distriet
we have one to thirty-two, In the five slave
States nbove named, of this cluss thare 6 one fo
fourteen. 1o Obio, only one to forty-tvo !

In giving these statistics their proper force, two
things must be borne in mind.  1st. That the slave
population of the South, few of whow sre edu-
cated, is not included. 24 That they have elaves
to perform their lubor, whilst they may go to
school, and in Ohio we Iabor for ourselves

I referthe gentlemen who have pressed this in-
v stigation upon me, to s table which is the result
of some labor, It will be a convenient thing for
them. They can at uny time, by reference to it,
sscertain homw Aappy they nre, compared with the
people of my State, with ns much precision as
they can nscertain the duy of the month by refer-
ring to the counting-house enlendar, or how cold
it is by looking nt the thermometer, | give the
proportion of the whole white population who,
being over twenty yeurs old, caunot read or weite:

Bunoombe connty, Nor
Murth {aroling .
Ueorgin - . 3
Virginia . . i
Sonth Carolins .
Alabama . . - i
Minainaippi . . . |
Ohls - -
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It will be observed that North Caroling stunds
highest in the soale of humnn huppiness, civilizi-
tion, and refinement, and that the good people of
Buncombe are particularly blest! [Langhter]
If their distinguished Representative here is not
satisfied with this exhibition of his constituents
in future he may remember the old adage, that
“those who live in glass houses should not throw
stones ! |Laughter |

Mr ASIHIE. Willthe gentleman favor ug with
& compurison of the stutistics of erime’

Mr. CAMPBELIL., My time is so nearly ont,
that | cannot, If it will comfort the gentleman
in his pregent tribulation, 1 will admit that North.
ern penitentiuries show more conviots than Sow/h-
ern ones. 'The resson is obvious to everybody,
everywhere. We puush our raseals, you allow yours
to run ot lerge! {Luughter] At least we have
peen some roecent evidenoe of this fuct

Something nbout erime was suid by the hoa-
orable member from South Caroling [Mr. Busr]
the other duy, in explanation, sfter the member
from Massachusetts [ Mre. Masn| hud closed. His
purpose seemed to he to relieve Southern people
from the inference of capidity, vaised by the ns-
sertion that they would not hung u slave for o
erime for which w white man wos punished with
death. He stated that so fur was the nssertion
from truth, the fact was that a slave was hung for |

sundry offences, which, if perpetrated by u white |

man, were not so punished. Now, | have heen
told, that in many slave States, where the sluve
{2 80 punished, the law provides that the aster
shall be pav/ for him nt publie expense. | do not
know that this is true.

[Several voices—* It is true.”'|

Mr. CAMPBELL. ‘Then the South is not re-
lieved from the implieation of mercenary motives
by the faota.

Sir, when that honorable gentleman or any
other Southern gentleman speaks to this queation,
I wish to direct his foular attention to this

int. Upon what principle of moral right, or of
Justice, do you make this discrimination? You
denounce us, if we propose to enlighten the slave,
a8 “ nggressors”—you refuse to teach him your-

The gentleman has |

. mnd |

";. | making such caleulations; and why

| gelves—to fix upon his mind the impress of mo- I

rality, and his duties to his fellow man—you doom
him to degradstion, and § nee of the right,
and yeot hoag bim for the mrong ; whilst the master,
who dnows and is fougle what are his duties, is
permitted to go unwhipped of justice. Sir, that
#ll just God, who rules the destinies of the wor Id
will make no such distinctions in our favor, when
| in a few brief years we shall be summoned to an-
swer at the bar of Henven !

Mr. Chairman, gentlemen from the South in-
| sist upon cilonlating the value of this Union. We
| of the North will not. I regard it as more profit-
| able to ealeulate the value of the Proviso ngiinss
| extonding slavery. Gentlewen talk about their
| Southern Convention, and about dissolving the

Union. [ have alrendy gbown that this is the old
scheme of o few hewildered men, who perhaps are
ed on, ns Mr. Bextox informs us, by nn unhal.
lowed nmbition! It is a watter of deep regret Lo
| me that some of those with whom 1 deeply sympa-
thized in former struggles, whose noble efforts in
the eause of their country have commanded our
admiration, are now disposed to unite with themn

|in the “dream of a separate independence—a

| theirn iglbors, and o vile dependence on a foreign
' Power”—ta join them in renouneing the glorious
flag of our country—in destroying the peice of
mankind. sud deluging our fertile fields in blood,
A# to o dissolution of the Union, it cannot ocour.
We will not contemplute it. Coolly and firmly
determined to carry out the great principles of

This | our fathers—unawed hy the storm which may

hreaten—we will follow the advice of the great
| and good Washington, * discountenancing what-
| ever may suggest even a suspicion that it can in
any event be ahandoned, and indignantly frown-
ing upon the first dawning of every attempt to
alienate any portion of our country from the rest,
or to enfechle the sacred ties which now link to-
gether the various ports Sir, the attemyt may
| be made, but the whole North, with thousands in
| the Sooth, will resist it to the iast.

The gentlownn from Nurth Caroling, [ Mr.
Crinaaay, | with a coolness by no means ereditn-
ble to his patriotism caleulates it as a matier of
| dotlurs and cents ! You do mot find the Yankee
! Because
it won't pay—it won't pay even the expense of
slate pencil. He has run the matter over in bLis
head, and considers it a scheme which it is impos-
gible to carry out. e knows it cannot be necom
| plished, and he would as soon think of calenlating
| the costs of a railroad to the m wou'! But the
| honorable gentleman has. no doult, worn out

many slite pencils in the cinse, and has given us
| the henefit of his figares! [ have mo time to
[ expose the fallacy of his conclusions, if it were

necessary
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THE SPEECT OF MR. CALHOTY.

Mr. Calboun appeared in his seat last Monday,
whera he received the warm greetings of numer
ous friends. e is reduced to s mere skeleton,
and his fuce wis deathly His apeech was read
by Mr Mason of Virginia. The Senate ws full;
lIln- ladies thronged the floor ; the golleries were
orowded. The speech contsined no new slate-
ment or argument, but was rather an abatraoct of
what Mr Calhoun has been in the habit for many
years past of siying and predicting. \v?'e = 00
& of any extraordinary senmsation or im-

indicatior
pression produced by it.
All our readers will be curious to read the

speech ; nnd crowded as the Era is, we ?:-ne de-
termined to publish it. v is divided into two
The fiest, sttempting to show what it
i that endangers the Union, to trace it to its
cause, to explain its nature and character, we in-
gort in this pumber. The other portion, discuss-
¢ Flow ean the Union be saved "

portions

ing the yuestion,
will nppear in our next

Mr. Webster will address the Seuate to-day,
on the whole question. Messra. Seward, Hale,
and Chase, have also indicated their purpose to

»p-‘-.k _ s
CONGRESSIONAL SPEECHES,

The speeches published in the Eva to-day, are
a1l remarkuble, snd will be read with profound
interest. They commanded the attention of Con-

|gnm and will command the attention of the
People. Between one hundred and two hun-
dred thousand copiea of them have been issued
here in pamphlet form, and are now flying over
the country, Orders for the speeches of Messrs
Campbell, Bissell, and Stevens, may be sent to
the printers of the L/«

THE PAST WEEK

11as not been marked by much excitement. The
debates in Congress generally were without much
interest. The ahsence of Mr. Foote from the
Senate, on necount of sickpess, lessened the attrac-
tions of that body, as a theatre for dramatic en-

A few words as to his proposed “northern
boundary * of the contemplated © Southern Con-
.I"r-f-'r'rn-j'l' He bids high for “0ld Kentuck,”

and makes the Ohio viver the dividing line. The
gentleman forgot, (if he ever knew ) that there
wre strong natural ties which unite Ohio and
Kentucky. Their eitizens never ean, they nover
wall, bogome foreronere to each other! The hardy
sons of Ohio have united their destinies for life
| with Kentucky's fair daughters We are one
peopie, ¥ ¥inuik 1 may wadely say that when
the struggle oomes, if come it must, Ohio and

| Kentueky will be found ns they were in the last
| war with Gireat Britain in defence of onr fron-

tier, shonlder to shonlder under the flag of the
ITnion, bearing a8 their mottQ, ** Ous country —one
Constititron—one desting !

The gentleman bils for Kentucky to join in
this unhallowed plot. What is his bid? Ken-
tucky, being a stock-raising State, is lo have a
monopoly of the Southern market! The old
Northwest—Ohio, Indiana, 1linois, Michignn,
Ne—nre to he shut out from the immense benefits

of the Southern market! 1 do not suppose the

| gentleman regards Kentuckinns ns fools, because
| they have not made many speeches here; but he

underrates their business facalties very much if
he thinks they would be willing to exchange the
New England market for their products for that
of Charleston. They know that the rule would
work both ways. And when the Northwest is
driven from ths South with her pork, her beef,
| and her flonr, | suggest for the consideration of
| members from Lousiang, that there might be s
| falling off in the exports from New Orleans
| which are now paraded to show the vast rrsources
| of the Sourh !
| 1 ghould like to be present, Mr. Chairman, | Mr.
Lixy Boyvo being in the chair,] in yonr District,
when the Lrave sons of the “dark and bloody
| ground 7 ghould be nssembled to hear the first
| disunion speech. What would be their feelings
on hearing a8 an argument for disunion, that hy
hatting out from Mohile the pork raised by their
| hrothers or their sons in Ohio and lodiana, the
l\ruhm of Kentucky pigs wonld be increased ten
sende.m bowdt Wbt would your peaple du,with
of the Distriet, and set the dogs on him !

The gentleman wants Marylund, too, 1f he can
got Marylund, he will make Baltimore the New
York of the South. Well, sir if Marylind thinks
it hest to take this sort of “street paper” without
any endorsement or mortgage security, she had
better suspend her Baltimore and Obio railroad ;
we of the great Northwest would be compelled to
tiake the Pytshure route !

Mr. Chairman, | will not pursue the abauredi-
ties of the arguments which have been offered in
favor of disunion. Whenever the proper time
comes, whenever there are any “overt aets,” ar-
guments more potent than mine will be furuished
by the “ Commander in-Chief 7 at the other end
of the Avenue. “Old Whitey ™ nipy the grass
on the public grounds, and will be in good plight !

| have showao 2ome of the reasons why ram in
favor of the Proviso of the Ordinance of 1787, |
designed going at large into an exhibition of ity
proctieal effects.  For want of time, | will relate
nn anecdote which is calculated to impress them
upon the mind,

| have a constitnent who has been an eye-wit-
ness 1o the rapid progress of that Territory to
which our revolationary futhers fiest applied it
He is o native of the “ Old Dominion,” and at the
age of sixtoen fonght in the battles of Entaw snd
Ciuilford Court-Houge. The Northwest Territory
was then n vast, unbroken wilderness, uninhabited
save by the savage und the wild beast. No keel
had rutiled the smooth surface of her magnificent
lakes and rivers.  Iler boundless forests were un-
touched hy the woodman ' The sod of her vast
prairies was unbroken by the agriculturist! In
1757 it was deereed that this soil ghould never be
polluted hy the foot of slavery ! In 'S4 he left
his friends, and with his ritle upon his shoulder
cast his desting there, In that yearhe taughi, in
n log cabin on the banks of the beautiful Ohio,
the secand school of the Novthwestern Territory. Sub-
sequently he nided to “ earry up the corner” of
the first log cabin, where now stands the great eity
of Cincinoati ! In 1502 he was & member of the
Convention which frnmed the Constitution of Ohio,
and nided in embodying in it the clanse prohibit-
ing slavery. Sir, that man still lives to witness its
fraite.  Fonr milliong of freemen are happy there,
with no fears of insurrectionstotrouble them in the
stillness of the night—the lamentations of no slave
to disturh their repose.  Instead of the single hut,
surrounded by savages, thousands of colleges,
neademion, churehes, and school-houses, adorn the
land, snd tens of thousands of merry children ne-
quire in them those fwpressions which will make
them nseful to their country and prepare their
gouls for eternity. Sir, I relute this avecdote to
challenge gentlemen to point me in the history of
all the world to auy conntry, in any age, where,
in the lifetime of one man, such progress has

heen made, and for the purpesa of pointing to
TOCHE UGS thess srveted te the paloiction

wisdom, and sagaeity of those who formed the
old Continental Congresa of 17740 That indi-
vidaal, althongh aged, still lives, and isstill phys-
ieally sble to protect the family of o native of that
soil who is absent from hLis home to urge, ns a
#olemn duty, the passage of the sume provision for
the Territories which onv posterity must ecunpy.

efore high Heaven, let me say. that duty, re-
gardless of conseuences, will be discharged.
That person will urge upon all to keep up the
lights of liberty enkindled by our fathers; that we
way be dirveted by them in the advancement of
mensnres which will secure the highest degree of
perfeation of which man in his fullen eondition is
susceptible in this Jife; and when “its fitful
dream is over,”" a place in that land where sorrows
nnd oppressions never come,

| B
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tertainment. The feelings of the Southern mem-
bers in both Houses have apparently undergone
a slight change for the better. There has been
less menace ; we have had more argument
Toombs spesch was very fair and temperale
Mr. MeWillie's was extravagant, but without
weight. The Northern members, Col. Baker of
INinois. Mr. Sackett of New York, Mr. Vandyke
of New Jersey, sustained themselves creditably.
The speech of Mr, Parker of Virginia was good-
tempered.

The letter-writers were huey, and discovered
that a challenge had pasaed between Colonel
Dayis of Mississippi and Colonel Dissell of I1li-
uois; Dut that, through the intercession of the
President, the challenge had heen withdrawn, and
bloodshed prevented, All the public was permitted
to see was a short correspondence in the Uwon
between the two military Congressmen, in which
Colonel Davis asked Colonel Bissell whether he
meant to rofleot upon the Mississippi regiment
Colonel Bissell wrote ont the remarks he had made
in debate concerning that regiment, and stated
that hie had done justice to the dead, without dis-
paraging the living. So this matter went over.

As to the end of the world, which was to take
place last Monday, according to the Jetter-writers, t
the world suffered a disappointment. People had |
ocome from n distance to see what was to Le scen: |

and were dazzled with the crowds of pretty Indics
in the Senate Chamber amd galleries of the
Honse, not in their aseension robes, but in gar-
wents brilliaut s sublunary wealth could wmake
them.

It is said that one of the Senators has kindly
granted a reprieve to the North of one week,

mm in view of the late meeting of the devout
Hall,

GENERAL CASS AND HIS DOCTRINES,

The late speech of General Coss on the Terri-
torinl Question has attracted but little attention
in the country. Neither friends nor enemies
seemed to be much impressed by it. It has pro-
voked no eriticism, excited no discussion.

In Congress it has been the subject occisional-
ly of unfavorable nnimadversions, in a quarter,
however, which could hardly have heen anticipa-
ted by its author.

By Sonthern Democrats chiefly have its posi-
tiona been uestioned. Messrs, Brown and Sed-
don in the House, Davis and Clemens in the Sen-
ate, have forwally entered protest against the as-
sumption that Congress has no power to institute
‘Territorinl Governments, and that the people of
a Territory have the right of governing them-
selves.
gument of the General went beyond the doctrines
of the Nicholson letter—that it jnvolved princi-
ples dangerous to the interests of Slavery—and,
while doing this, complimentary allusions to
Mr. Buchanan have escaped them, indicating that
they deemed Lim entirely conservative and safe
in his views.

These things could not escape the observant
eye of one who had done so much to propitiate the
good will of the South, and wished still to he held
high in its favor ; and, a few days since, in a de-
bate that sprang up in the Senate incidentally,

e |

he took occasion to speak of himself, his course |
towards the South, and the treatment he had re- |

onived from some of his friends in that guarter-
He intimated that his political existence at the
North was terminated—that he had fullen a vie-
tim to his opinions and policy ou the Territori-
al Question: but Southern gentlemen were not
yet satisfied—some of them would tolerate no
public man who did not embrace preciscly their
views respecting the abstract question of Slavery.

Slavery is the hardest of all taskmasters. The
man who thinks of sitisfying all its demands,
shonld sit down a long time, and count the cost,

We ohserve in the report of the debate to which
we have alluded, a reference to Judge Mol
in guch o way osto convey the impression that
he fully sustained the Doctrines of the Nicholson
LELEr.  Aney stuttug his soness in relation to
the Proviso during the time antecedent to the
composition of the Nicholson Letter, Mr. Cass
proceeded as follows :

“In exsmining the Constitution with reference
to the whole matter more narrowly than | had
ever done hefore, 1 mwas startlod by the convietion
that mo wwthordy was graonted in that instrwimend lo
Congress to legislate over the Torrvteries ; and that,
r'nun-.n‘rumfhr. there was no poirer 1o yuiss the Wilmat
Proviso.  Not satisfied with my own impressions,
and being unwilling to take such a ground with-
out proper consideration, | determined immedi-
ately to converse with some person fully conver-
wint with the history of the legislation and the
judicial dveisions on the subjeet. lu looki
about for that purpose, it immediately oceurl:ﬁ
to me that an eminent Judge of the Supreme
Court, (Judge MoLean of Ohio,) from his posi-
tion and nssociations, ns well as from his residence
in the West, could give me hetter information
upon this suhject than any other person. Anti-
cipating that some discussion might soon srise
that would render this explanation proper, | ap-
plied to that gentleman some days since, and re-
quested his permission thus publicly to refer to
hom, should T deem & necexsary, This be cheer-
fully granted, and I now make use of his name
with his own consent. | immedintely repaired to
him and stated my doubts, as well as the circum-
stances which gave rise to them, | need not re-
pent the conversation here. It ia enough to say
that he confirmed my impressions, and informed
me that, in an article published in the National
Iatelligencer a day or two putioml&ud which I
had not seen, | should find his views fully set forth.
That article has since been republished in other
papers, and has attracted a good deal ofattention
as it deTndl; lfor o:‘ l‘: pvammwﬁttm i
speak, sir, solely of the viems which it prasents
of the puv'l of Congress to leguslute for the Terri-
tories. 'The question of Slavery which it discus-
ses | do ot refer to. After reading this article,
my doubts ripened into convictions, and | took
the to which | shall always adhere, that
the Wilmot Proviso is upconstitutional. Awnd
you have now, sir, the bistory of my course upon
this subjeot.”

| Proviso, and there was danger that Slavery would
| ereep into the Territories, and be recogunised by

Mr |

Some have tried to show that the late ar- |
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We have in this parageaph a distinot statement
that Judge McLean confirmed the “impression”
of General Cass, that “ no authority was granted
in that instrument (the Constitution) to legislate
over the Territories, and that, consequently, there
was no power to pass the Wilmot Proviso!”

The opinions of Judge McLean are given in
the article to which General Cass alludes, pub-
lished in the National Intelligencer, nnd to which
he referred the latter for a full exposition of them:
Mr. Polk, it was kuown, would veto the Wilmot

Congress. The question argued in the ariicle was,
“Can Congress Institute Slavery 17 The Judge ar-
gued that it could not and his argument rested on
| the denial. not of  any authority” in Congross to
o legislate over the Territories” which is the im-
pression of General Cass, but, of any spreific :"rrfuf
of power in Congress to estublish & Territorial
Government. The sole graat of power which rela-
| ted to the subjeot, empowered Congress simply to
regulate the property of the United States—"10 |
make a1l needful rules and regulations respecting
the territory or oths veorerty of the United
States”—and this power ought to be exercised as
well within & State as a Territory. The power
to orgapize a Territorial Government was im-
pliad, not specific and should be limited to those
measures necessary to effectuste the specific
grant of power. Congress might, therfore, organ-
ize & Government which should protect the
land purchased, and provide for the administra-
sion of justice among the settlers, but, unless it
were contended that neither of these acts could
be accomplished without the institution of sla-
| very, there was o constitutivnal wode for its in-
| troduction. It was impossible thatany strict con-
| structionist could resist the force of this reason-
ing, unless by raising the plea that the slavehold-
| er sceded no law to maintain his property in his
slaves, when he passed beyond the bounds of the
local law of his State. But this was effectually
| anticipsted by the writer, who clearly showed
| that it was the settled doctrine of the Supreme
| Court of the United States, aud of the country,
that the relation of muster and slave was depend-
ent upon loeal law ; and, when the slave esoiped
by any means to a State where sucli relation did
not exist, he was free, unless under o general law
he might be recaptared by his master, but that

Clay, whose word is law to a large portion of the
Whig party, North and South ; and he delivers
an elaborate speech in support of it, calling upon
the representatives of the free States to take the
responsibility of abandoning the Wilmot Proviso
on the ground that circumstances had chinged
since their election. Nomember from the North
or West rises in opposition—none attempts to
counteract the influence upon the econstituency,
or representatives from the free States, of such an
authority.

Mr. Bremanay, who is thought to hold Pennsyl-
vania, the Key-Stone Stute, in the hollow of his
hand, now appears on the stage. One of the Sen-
ators from that State is sufficiently taken care of—
aud the Democratic RepréSentatives are seized
with o profound dread of sgitation. Busy in the
Halls of Congress, he plies his friends in the
Legislature at home, prevents there the utterance
of any sentiments in favor of Freedom, and through
emissaries faithful and untiring gets up meetings
of his devoted followers against the Proviso.

With the Administration urging non-action,
with Henry Clay advocating compromise, with
[.x-Secretary Buchanan trembling for the Union,
hoping for the Presidency, working for the ex-
tension of the Missouri Compromise, the free
State representation staggers, gives way, is de-
feated. Rool's resolution is laid upon the table
by o majority of twenty-five, und slaveholders

rejoice that they have killed the Wilmot Proviso! |

Letter-writers in Washington do their part to
cripple the North. * There is an organized plan
for dissolving the Union?—* Sixty men from the
South in Congress are resolved on Disunion”—
“The metes and bounds of the United States of
the South have sll been determined upon”—
¢ Southern members are preparing to go armed
to the Capitol, to break up Congress and revolo.
tionize the Government!” So they write; and
while Washington is calm, while the Tlalls of
Legislation grow drowsy with the perpetual drop-
ping of Buncombe orators, New York, Philadel-
phis, and Boston, quake with alarm.

The Spirit of Trade begins to tremble, It
locks at its ledger, and caleulntes the pecuniary
loss of Disunion. Stocks are sensitive. Capital
cannot endure the idea of civil convulsions. “The
millions due us in the South will be repudiated—
we sball lose our trade there—our fuctories will
be crippled—this agitation must stop !”

there was no principle in the law of nations, or in
the common law, as between sovervignties, whi
authorized such recapture. The conclusion ar-
| rived at by the writer was all-important :

{ o Iffft‘r' terrifory be widmirtedd, awdd Congress ke
nat porwer (o institule sluvery within ¥, the territory
must reman free, wntil the peopls shall form a Seave
Government ; then [he ynestion may arise, ia 1 ..
| ercise of this sovernign poioer, whether sluvery shall
| e aadmatteid

| We have given a fair abstract of the argument.
| from which it will be seen that General Cass was
by no means justified in asserting that his ©im-
pression "—that no authority was granted to Con-
| gress to legislate over the Territories, and that,
consequently, the Proviso was unoonstitutional —
was confirmed by Judge MeLean. Not a word in
the article of the eminent Judge gives any coun-
tenance to the statement ; and that he eaterfains
or has expressed at any time views in conflict
with thoge stated in that article, no one will nre-
tend, It will not do for General Cass {4 intro-
dnce Judge MeLean as an endorser of hil notions
concerning the unconstitutionality and inexpedi-
ency of the Wilmot Proviso; nor had he sny
authority for even implying such endorsement.

TIE PRESENT STATE OF THE QUENTION.

One year ago the free States were united in
support of the anti-slavery policy of the Ordi-
nance of 1787; every one of them, excepting
lowa, stood committed by the resolves of its Legis-
lature. An Ex-President of the Upited Stutes
had thrown the weight of his name and influence
against the Slavery-Extensionists, and was pre-
vented, ss a candidate for the Presidency, from

tions of unwavering devotion to the Wilmot Pro-
viso, on the part of the Whig and Democratic
parties of those States.

It was during the predominance of the Free
Soil Sentiment that the present members of Con-
gress were chosen, aud in almost every instance,
so far as the North and West were concerned
their election depended upon their avowed or un-
| derstood adhesion to the policy of the Wilmot
| Proviso.
| It was expected therefore that this Congress

would be under the control of the Free Soil Sen-
| timent, and promptly adopt vigorous measures to
| satisfy its demands. But, its sotion has utterly
| disappointed this just expectation. On the anti-
| slavery question, its tone is lower, its purpose less
| encrgetic, its policy less sagacious and decisive,
| than the tone und purpose and poliey of any Con-
gress that has been in session since the introduction
of the Wilmot Proviso. Through a series of bad
movemenis on the part of Northern members, of
adroit movements on the part of Southern men, aid-
ed by letter-writers in Washington, and panic mak-
| ers everywhere, the Slave Power threatens to ob-
tain complete ascendency in the Ilalls of Legisla-
tion and carry its mensures in defiance of the oft-
expressed determination of the twelve millions of
freemen who have demanded that Free Territo-
ries be kept Free. Not since the commencement
| of the Free Soil agitution has the cause of Free
| Soil been exposed to such peril.  Let us review
rapidly the series of movements by which this
Congress has been brought fo its present condi-
| tion.

The Demoeratic members from the free States
came to Washington, without any acknowledged
head ; without any understanding as to what
ought to be their policy in relation to the organi-
zation of the House. The slaveholding members,
who had made all necessary arrangements, kindly
took charge of their brethren from the North and
West, prevailed on them generally to go into can-
ens with them, bound them there hand and foot,
and, despite all their antecedent pledges to main.
tain the cause of Free Soil, obliged them to recog-
nise and sustain, a3 the controlling element in the
organizition of the Ilouse, the Principle of Sla-
very-Extension.

The Whigs, in caucus assembled, while they
1efuced to cudercs on uliva pro-slavery teat sube
mitted to them by a few extreme members of the
| Party, agreed upon s candidate, who, as he has
gince himeelf avowed, was utterly hostile to the
agilation of the Slavery (Luestion, snd who was
willing to abandon the poliey of the Wilmot I're-
viso for the poliey of Nou-Action.

These fulsa movements on the part of the mem-
berg from the free States, revealed their weakness,
We felt at onee that, as partics, they had not the
sagacity nnd firmness to conduet to n favorable
igsne the formidable stroggle agninst Slivery-
Extension. Aud their opponents were not slow
to take advantage of their facile temper. They
pitched their pretensions high: they took care
to make the Pro-Slavery Seatiment controlling in
every committee that might be ealled upon to net
on the subject : they pre-occupied the floor with
speeches, coolly caloulating the valueof the Union
and threntening violent resistance to any act they
might deem prejudicial to their interests.

Root's resolution followed, The members of
the free States, having yet some remembrance of
their constituents, refused to lay it upon the ta-
ble, hut had not nerve enough to resist a motion
to adjourn, which threw the resolution over for
several weeks.

_Meantime, blow followed blow in quick succes-
nion.

General Taylor sent in his message, concern-
ing Exccutive netion in relation to Californin,
strongly deprecating the agitation of sectional is-
sues, ndvising the admission of California as &
State on ita application, but recommending Con-
gress to abstain from all action in relation to the
rest of the Territories, till they should form State
Governments for themselves. And in fuvor of
this poliey, was thrown the whole weight of the
Whig Administration.

Next we have the so-called Compromise of Mr

Wintunror, who represents the Mercautile In-
terest of Boston, announces his adoption of the
policy of the Administration. Wrusrex, whose

iness it is to look after the interests of the
cotton spinners, holds asmsultations with Southere
men, and considers schemes of compromise. The
shop-kpepars of New York assemble to save the
Uniun, and, forgetful of everything but their
craft, resolve in favor of the resolutions of Henry
Clay. And some of the good people of Philadel-
phia, who huve heen taught to look to the slave-
hilders as the natural guardians of the Democra-
ey, fearful of loging the advantages of such guar-
dianship, meet together, publicly confess their
sing, and make most ample promises to do all that
the Sonth requires.

1s it any wonder that, amidst such influences,
Representatives nnd Senators from the free
Stutes should fulter ! And yet & moment’sreflec-
tion should dispel their alarms. What, if some
of the capitalists of Boston are frightened? Do
they constitute the People? The population of
New York is about four hundred thousand—and,
out of this, some six or eight thousand were found
willing to support Clay’s so-called Compromise!
The rest of the four hundred thousand sympa-
thize doubtless with the twenty-five hundred
thousand People of the State in their fixed hos-
tility to the extension of slavery. And, a8 to
Philadelphis, are we take to take the movements
of & few Hunker politicians, under the leadership
of servile demagogues attached to the fortunes of
Ex-Secretary Buchanan, as an indication of the
gentiment of the People there?

No! The great heart of the People of the free
States is sound. The mosses are nneh&‘g&%_

aheie malioy .

threats un"m :? wﬁﬂhﬂ cajole
them. They expect their agents to represent
their spirit, to ezecute their purpose. They may
be disappointed, deceived, betrayed—bat, thank
God, they have the power to punish traitors, and
they will not be slow to use it. Nor do we des-
pair of the present Congress. We hope there
may be virtue enough in the House to resist all
projects of compromise that shall favor the ex-
tension of slavery. Of all ahsurd schemes, that is
preéminently absurd which proposes to settle at
once, now and forever. all the questions growing
out of the relations of slavery to the General
Government, The attempt to carry such a scheme
only inereases irritation, multiplies points of col-
lision, heaps up obstacles to the adjustment of
any single question. The dictate of common
sense i, to deal with these questions one at a
time, beginning with the most urgent and the
most practicable. We know this interferes with
the caloulations of some of the extreme pro slave-
ry politicians. Their great sim is, to maintain
an equilibrium of power in the Senate hetween
the Free and the Slave States. Why strive for
what is impracticablé? Why peril the Union,
why stake the existence of their domestie institu-
tions, on an impossibility ? Even the organiza-
tion of a new slave State, and its admission into
the Union, at the same time California is admit-
ted, cannot achicve this. The equilibrium is al-
ready destroyed. Delaware, nominally a slave
State, to all intents and purposes coiperates with
the free, so that these have a majority, which
they cannot fail to maintain. And, in a few
years a large number of new free States will be
knocking for admission, while every year the
slaveholding interest is decreasing in Maryland,
Virginia, Kentucky, and Missouri. It is hetter
for all gections that it should beso. A perpetual
cquilibrium in the Senate between non-slavehold-
ing and slaveholding States, woulil be productive
of perpetunl jealousies, discords, and sectional
eollisions. Whenever the non-slaveholding States
neqnire a decided predomi , there will be an
end to dangerous sectionalism, and yet the South
will not suffer in a single interest. For the
Planter of the South will still be able, through
his alliance with the Farmer of the West, to con-
trol the financial and commercial policy of the
Government, both being equally interested in the
reduction and hoal removal of all restrictions on
commerce.

We repeat—we still hope for the prevalence of
Common Sense and Sound Sentiment in the
Halls of Congress—but, let Presidential aspirants
go home and mind their business—leot demagogues
cease to plot—Ilet letter writers quil the trade of
panio-making — let the shop-keepers of the city
of New York, who have heen frightened by Den-
nett's Herald, attend to their counters—let mam-
moth committees and schemes of wholesale com-
promise ba frowned down—and let the members
of hoth 1Touses, without refercnce to Wall strect
or State street, address themselves to the task of
settling according to the will of their constitu-
ents. deliberately expressed, and their own con-
viotions of Right, all these questions respecting
Slavery, just as they may arise in a practioal
form,

RUMORS OF THREATENED VIOLENCE.

Lotter writers in Washington sent off last
week divers letters to the North, announeing that
the following Monday, Southern men would pro-
ceed to the Capitol, srmed with deadly weapons,
then and there to take vengeance on their adver-
sarics, break up Congress, and revolutionize the
Government. Others, not in possession of this
extraordinary intelligence, were full of dark
hints, and, should they tell all they knew about
the secret carrying of weapons by the members,
the country would be shocked! The Southern
members by their silence gave countenmance to
these foolish reports, apparently willing to be
libelled as conspirators, so that the country might
be duly impressed with their daring courage and
formidable power.

Can it be possible that these gentlemen sup-

pose that they can frighten Northern People!

~ VOL.IV.

Were these rumors to obtain general cradence,
the effect would be very differemt from what
some of the letter writers and their employers
anticipate. They would see exasperation, but
not fear. Northern men would be steeled against
compromise, ard not a few of them would prepare
to take part in the scenes which it is said are
about to be enacted here,

But, such rumors are ridiculous, Members of
Congress are a very peaceable, well-behaved set of
gentlemen. We see no indication of a disposition
to use bowie-knife or bludgeon. They take
things easily, sit three hours a day, improve eve-
ry opportunity furnished by the decease of &
member, for & holyday, and adjourn over from
Thursday or Friday ti)l Monday, every week.
The last week was sbsolutely flat—both Houses
were dreadfully dull —the chief enjoyment of
members seemed to be, niring themselves on
Pennsylvania avenue. We have never seen Con-
gress or the city less excited.

We hope the good People sbroad will remem-
ber two things—1st, that certain newspapers live
by the circulation of extraordinary, exciting, as-
tounding news and rumors; and, 2dly, that there
is always o tremendous competition among letter
writers, aa to who shall promulgate the latest and
most startling intelligence, and the most sigoifi-
cant portents of coming events.

THE NEW COMPROMISE.

Rumors have been afloat of & new compromise,
the result, it is eaid, of consultation among inflo,
ential Senators from all sections, including Dan-
iel Webster, It was alleged at one time that he
had agreed to propose the extension to the Pacific
coast of the Missouri Compromise, but if he ever
harbored such an idea, the admonition of his
better nature must have induced him to aban-
don it. That Southern members have heen in
gonsultation with him, and that some of them | »
looked to him for aid in carrying through s
grand scheme of adjusting the whole question of
Slavery, is well understood.

Last Thursday, Mr. Bell of Tennessee intro-
duced the resolutions published below, as afford-

ing the basis of a compromise between the two
great interests—Freedom and Slavery. [le inti-
mated that he was not their author, but o mere
compiler, the propositions having undergone the
examination of at least a dozen Senators

His remarks, accompanying their introduction,
were liberal and good-tempered. Ile admitted

residue of the territory claimed by Texas, lyi
south of the 34th parallel of north latiiude
west of the Trinity, shall, with the nasent of
Texas, adopt n Constitution republican in form,
they be admitted into the Union npon an equal
footing in all respeots with the original States.

2. Resolved, That if Texas shail ngree to cede,
the United States will aucept. 8 cession of all the
una priated domain in all the territory claimed
by Texas, lying west of the Colirado, and extend-
ing north to the 12d el of worth Intitude,
with the jurisdiction and sovereignty of
all the territory claimed by Tezas north of the
34th parallel of north latitude, nad to pay there-
for asum not exceeding mi'lions of dollars,
to be a;pll«l in the first place to the extinguish-

ment of an {wﬁudMnlul hiie debt
Texns, for’t e e

o of w the United
States are under any implied or other-
wise, and the remainder as Texas shall require.

3 Resolved, That when the population of that
portion of the territory claimed by Texus, lying
south of the 34t:‘rr- lel of morth latitude, and
west of the Colorado, shall be eqnal to the ratio of
representation in Congress, under the list preced-
ing spportionment, sccording to the provisions of
the Constitution, and the people of such territory
shall, with the assent of the new State contemplai-
ed in the preceding resolution, have adopted a
State Constitution republican in form, they be
admitted into the Union as a State, upon an equal
footing with the original States.

4. Resolved, That all the territory now claimed
by Texas lying uorth of the J4th parallel of north
lititude, and which may be ceded to the Unitpd
States by Texaa, be incorporated with the Ter.
ritory of New Mexico, except such part thereof as
lies east of the Rio Grande, and south of the 341k
parallel of north latitude ; and that the territory
8o composed form a State, to be admitted into
the Union when the inbabitants thereof shalladopt
a State Copstitution republican in form, with the
consent of Congress; but, in the mean time, and
until Congress shall give such consent. that pro-
vision be made for the goveroment of the inhabit-
ants of said Territory, suitable to their condition,
but without any restriction as to slavery.

5. Resolved, That all the territory ceded to the
United States hy thetreaty of Gundalupe Hidalgo,
lying west of said Territory of New Mexico and
east of the contemplated new State of Californis,
for the present constitute onc Territory, and for
which some form of Government suitable to the
condition of the inhabitants be provided, without
any restriction as to slavery,

6, Resolved, That the Constitution recently
formed by the people of the western portion of
California, and presented to Congress by the
President on the 13th day of February, 1850, be
sccepted, and that they be admitted into the
Union us a State, Upon an equal footing in all re-
spects with the original States.

7. Resolved, That in future the formation of
State Constitutions by the inhabitanis of the
Territories of the United States be regnlated by
law ; and that no such Constitution be hereafter
formed or adopted by the inhabitants of any Ter-

that the usage of admitting a free and a slave
State together, must soon be dispensed with—that
while aiready be could count some ten new free
States that would ere long be applying for admis-
gion, three more slave States would wind ap the
acoount for Slavery.

It will be observed that the Texas annexation
resolutions of 1545 are made the basis ofthis
proposed compromise.

[lis propositions, in brief, are—to limit the
State of Texas by the Trinity river on the west,
and the Red River on the north; to provide for
the immediate organization into a State of so
much of her territory as lies sonth of the Sith
parallel of north latitude and west of the Trin-
ity river; to purchase for ———— dollars all
the unoccupied territory claimed hy Texas, lying
west of the river Colorado, and extending north
to the 42d degree of north latitude ; to provide
for the organization into & State of that portion
of the territory as far north as 349, when it shall
have the requisite population ; to incorporate all
of the ceded territory morth of 749 with New
Mexico, which is to be admitted as n State into
the Union, when it shall have formed a State
Constitution, but which, meantime, is to have a
Territorial Government without restriction as to
Slavery ; to organize a Territorial Government
without any restriction as to Slavery for the
whole of the territory between New Mexico and
the State.of California; to admit at once that
State with its existing boundaries and Constitu-
tion ; to make the formation of State Constitutions

ts &

ritory belonging to the United States, without
i the congent and authority of Congress.

9. Resobred, That the inbabitaninal any Ter-
| ritory of the United States, when they shall be
suthorized by Congress to form n State Constitu-
tion, «hall have the sole and exclusive power 1o
regulate and adjust ull questions of internal State
policy, of whatever nature they may be, controlled
only by the restrictions expressly imposed by the
Constitution of the llnil«r States,

9. Resolved, 'That the Committee on Territories
be instructed to report s bill in conformity with
the spirit and principles of the foregoing resoln-
tions.

EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENCE.

Beruin, Jarwary 22, 1850,
To the Editor of the Nutional Era :

The scenes have heen once more shifted in the |
graond drama of the German Revolution. The
King of Prussia now makes his entry on the
stage, his mask off, and in the full splendor of
his royal robes. His time, he thinks, for conceal-
ment is passed. Away with vacillation, with
weakness of resolution ; let these churlish demo-
orats see that 1 am every inch a king. When a
deputation of citizens waited last year on the
Prince of Prussia, to hand him a petition for the
abdication of the King, and the voluntary renun-
ciation by the Prince of his righta to the crown, he
answered them with his hand on his sword and
the air of a tragedy hero—* Know, subjeots, that
the members of the royal house of Hohenzollern
will die, sword in hand, sooner than surrender
their God-given rights” Ilig brother, the in-
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upon the prior consent of Congress; and to se.
cure them the right, after such consent shall have
been given, to adjust all questions of internal
State policy for themselves.

The questions respecting Slavery nnd the
Slave Trade in the District of Columbia, the
inter-State slave trade, and the reclamation of
fugitives from service or labor, are not embraced
in this plan of settlement, Mr. Bell announcing
his williogness to submit them separately to
the discretion of Congress. .

By anunexing the territory on the Rio Grande,
below the 24th degree, in dispute between New
Mexico and Texas, to the unappropriated domain
purchased from the Iatter, the assumption is that
it will become Slave Territory, all of which will
herenfter form a State, slaveholding as Mr. Bell
supposes.

On the other hand, all the territory of Texas,
and that claimed by her north of the 34th degree:
is to be incorporated with New Mexico, which is
free territory, and which is to be admitted as a
State, fres as Mr. Bell supposes, when it shall have
formed n Constitution. He does not, however,
propose to make this certain, but would leave
this Territory as well agthat west of New Mexico
and east of the State of Californis, open equally
to Slavery and Freedom, by giving them Territo-
tial Governments, without any restriction as to
Slavery. In other words, his compromise pro-
vides for the organization of two slave States,
one now, another hereafter, for the organization
of two Territorial Governments withont the
Wilmot Proviso, for the admission of ome free
State, and for securing to the People of any
Territory in forming a State Constitution, the
right to institute or exclude Slavery at their own
discretion.

We need not say that it involves an abandon-
ment by the free States of the anti-slavery policy
of the Ordinance of 1787. We should like to
have an smendment moved to the 4th and 5th
propositions, striking out the words, “without
any restriction as to Slavery,” and inserting in
lien thereof the words, “in nccordance with the
principles of the Ordinance of 1787.7 ~

COMPROMISE OF THE GUESTION OF SLAVERY.

Mr. Berr, rose for the purpose of submitting to
the Scnate the following series of resolutions

W hereas considerations of the highest interest
to the whole country demand thit the existing
and increasing dissensions hetween thp North and
the South, on the subject of slavery, shoold be
speedily arrested, and that the questions in contro.
versy be adjusted upon some basis whichsshall
tend to give present quiet, repress sectional ani-
mogities, remove a8 fur as possible the ecauses of
future discord, and secure the uninterrupted
enjoyment of those benefits and advantages which
the Union was intended to confer in equal meas-
ure upon all its members - and whereas it is man-
ifest, under present circnmstances, that no adjust-
ment can be effected of the points of difference
unhappily existing between the Northern and
Southern sectiona of the Union, connected with
the subject of slavery, which shall secure to
either section all that is contended for, and that
mutual concession upon uestions of mere pol-
icy, not involving the violation of any conatitu-
tional right or pfflulpll, must be the basis of every
project affording any assurance of a favorable
acceptance : and whereas the joint resolution for
annexing Texaato the United States, approved
March 1st, 1545, contains the following condition
and guaranty, that is to say  “New States of
convenient aize, not exceeding four in number, in
addition to said State of Texns, and having suffi.
cient lation, may hereafter, by the consent
of said State, he formed out of the territory there-
of, which shall be entitled to admission under the

rovisions of the Federal Constitution; and such
tes as may he formed omt of that portion of said
territory lying south of 36° 30’ north latitude, com-
monly known as the Missouri compromisn line,
shall be admitted into the Union with or without

slavery, ns the people of each State asking admis-
sion may desire; and in such State or Eum"
shall be formed out of said territory north of

said Minom&i oonynmif;l:;:,:hu or involun-
servitude
:ﬁ: g 'L'uotpt e) & be prohib-

1. Resolved, That the obligation to comply with
the condition and guaranty above ndud’l:pﬂ
faith be distinctly recognised, and that, in
mﬂmwi&thumﬂnmm
‘Texss shall by an act of lmh."
their assent by restricting the wﬂ
the terri rrln.nudlh'l'ﬂnlv,ndmll
of the Red river, and when the people of the

uf the throne, is not inclined to fight or
to die, but to temporize and negotiate.  His lion's
skin is not large, but he ekes it out with the fox's
tail. The time had arrived, however, when he
could no longer deceive: he must swear or refuse
to swear to the new constitution. Even in this
embarrassing dilemma, be could not altogether
forget his cunning. He proposed fifteen amend-
ments, which snnihilate the constitutional form
of Government, protesting at the same time that
his conecience would not permit him to do other-
wise, and that his pinions being known, () per-
sons would suspect his intention to overthrow the
constitution, unless he proved his devotion to it
by proposing these amendments. These ndopted,
ke can swear, with a gocd conscience, to observe
the constitution. This is probable ; for then the
Giovernment would be as absolute as before
March, 1845,

The King's message of the 7th of January
makes an epoch in the history of the present
reign. Under what circumstauces is it sent to the
Chambers?

The Kiog had dissolved the Diet of 1847, and
the Diets and Assemblies of 1545 and 1540, Each
time u different pretext was put forward. Last
spring, it was that the electoral luw was too lib-
eral, and that the bourgeoisie should monopolize
the political power. “1 will publish an electoral
law,” said he, “which will place the power in the
hands of the rich bonrgeoisie, and the Chamber
chosen under it shall revise the constitution as it
may please. [ will sanction what it does, for the
Prussian Royalty must hereafter repose on the
bourgeoisie” The King and his ministers vied
with each other in protestations of their sineerity.
They had often deceived the people, but as to de-
ceiving the bourgeoisic—ah, that was too horril
to be possible!

A large portion of the bourgeoisic fell into the
trap. One fifth of the whole number of electors
took part in the elections. The rest, consisting
principally of democrats, refused to vote, protest-
ing ngainst the repeated acts of fuithlessness and
violence on the part of the King,

The pew Chamber entered on its fumetions.
The alliance between the King and bourgeoisie
was complete. Since the 7th day of last August,
the two Chambers have been diligently engaged
in revising the constitution. The members, in-
fluenced by the cajoleries, the threats, the in-
trigues, aud the bribery of the Court, for bribery
is practiced here almcst openly, have struck out
of the King's constitution nearly all the guaranties
of liberty. All that they have wanted wasto pre-
serve the outward appearance of a constitution:l
form of Government. They have been as gervile
a4 possible within those limits. The Government
budgets have been voted almost without an exam-
ination ; the loan of 21,000,000 has heen accorded
the army has been absolved from faking an cath
to support the constitution, and required to swear
obedience to the King.

All the arbitrary ordinances of the Govern-
ment have been approved ; the destruction of the
independence of the judiciary has been agreed to;
the penal laws and courts have been placed at the
mercy of any Gieneral who may choose to declare
the state of siege; the peculations in the public
treasury have been overlooked ; the falsehoods in
the royal address, in regard to the state of the
finances, generously bid from publie view. e
short, they have done all that worshipping sub-
jects could do for thelr king “ by the grace o

e Nothing bat

What did they

the relief of the - m:;n: :“";‘""‘fl'
i the nobility have

Sopstolues, from taxes. Their large country




