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SKETCHES OF OUR VILLAGE.
No. 1.
THE :f“l"l.

BY MARTHA RUSBELL.

To follow the custow of certain wise and learn-
o1 historisns reader, we ought to begin at the
heginning, (we had well nigh put that in French,
but, after all, old English isthe beat,) and speak of
the geogeaphival position of our village, wefine its
Loundaries and srea, desoribe ita geological forwn-
stione, its rivers, lakes, and mountains, (for it
has at least, what we dignify by these names)
the number of its inhabitants, &e.; but we dis-
lika details, and, besides, are not very wise our-
selves, having never been quite able to compre-
hond why the sun, which always rises in the east
us seen from our home, should, from the other
side of Totoket, seem to rise in a directly oppo-
site direction.

Moreover, the couniry round about us is so
troken, the roads so full of crooks und turns, that,
waless you have o Macgeeaor's syorsicn W plaiog
you will not care to seek us out. Puassing by,
therefore, these partioulars, we will proceed to
epeak of the wars, foreign fno®fvil, tnat Bhve
at various times cansed dire commotion within
out precinets—for, in thig respeot, our experience
somewhat resembles that of Hector Homespun,
the renowned tailor, in Cooper's tale of the * Red
Rover.

We begin with the Pequod war, when those
redoubted Captains, Mason of Connecticut and
Stoughton of Massachusetts, pursued the royal
Saesacus and his routed tribe along our borders,
halting st the adjoining settlement of Menunk-
atuck, to behead two captive sachems, who nobly
refused Lo betray their chief. The name of the
spot still bears witness to the deed. It is now
the site of a fashionable watering-place, but we
never pace the broad piszzes of the * Sachem

recitatiofs, 8z

town.
W e must depart from our original intention so
fur as to say, that the site of our village is a small,
valley, scooped out from amid the
hills, through the middle of which a small but
beautifal stream goes loitering like a trunnt child.
This stream (we call it river) separates the vil-
lage common from the ancient graveyard, where
aleep the first settlers and, orossing the msio road,
aldhost encircles what still continues to be called
the wer graveyard, though here and there s sunken
grave, with ita rudely senlptured slab of red free
stone, proves that many years have elapsed since
the first lone dweller was laid there. A few foet
to the west of the old graveyard stood, at the
time of which we speak, the old meeting-house,
constructed ufter the most rigid Puritanio notions
of architecture, without steeple or bell, and with
a multitude of small square wipdows, which gave
it more the appearance of a great warehouse than
g reesagy

stretohes westward several rods, and here the
distriot decided to erect their new house. Noth-
ing like the little, low, brown bouss in which
they had tasted the benefit of birch and Daboll,
would content them now ; nothing short of & two-
story, two-chimneyed building, with a room on
the ground floor for the common school, and the
one above for an academy, to the want of which
they had become suddenly conscious.

It waa certainly a grand affsir, superior to any-
thing in lheuﬂuz villages ;.’dthm
blame them if they il feel cortain plessiint
Iations in the region of approbativeness, aa they
gazed upen the belfry, surmounted by is glitter-
ing vane—that belfry from which, alus! no bell
was ever destined to sound. -

As it was impossible to complete the building
before the period arrived for the commencement
of the winter school, it was decided to finish the
lower room, and leave the rest uotil the spring
vacation. This was done, and a teacher engnged,
whose chief recommendation seemed to consist in
the fuct that he had tsught several terms, wus
very imznﬂw, and a rigid disciplinarisn. In
temper he was hasty and dogmatio, and, like too
many of his class, seemed to be atterly deficient
in that wisgdom which seeks to win the Aeart of
2dMhood, ratlior (ume «dorpe? thé iniellect. *Fer-|
ule in hand, he drove the children into the house
and ount, he drove them through their lessons and
. = fo e thrangh geve-
ral winters, until he reoeived his wages—by far
the most important part of the contract with him,
for what could he have earned on the farm during
the short days of winter? IHis impartiality was
manifested by punishing, on every possible oocs-
sion, the children of those who were officially
connected with the school, thereby, as he thought,
showing his independence. It was mot long he-
fore his severity began to give rise to complaints,
which were duly resented by the party in favor
of rigid discipline; and thus began the great storm
which swept over the village like the sirocoo,
blinding the eyes and stifling the consciences,
cansing many families that had hitherto sailed
the sea of life together to part company, and send
after each other bitter words and scowls of defi-
ance, instead of good wishes and friendly cheer,
Ithiel Chittenden, or, to give his miliary title
and name aa commonly abbreviated by his neigh-
bors, Leftenant Chinnin had been one of the most
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Head House” without recalling this scene, and | .ot ng th < but

it requires little nid from fancy to picture forth ,,.mm;‘g‘.‘ﬂ ‘_,‘.b’.. !;.' et m‘ﬁ:&

the spot as It was at that time—the rocky point, | & besatiful, ki girl of what-
ot - | OVer ho m have thought, he held his peace,

covered with the primeval growth of the forest;
the white-crested waves of the Sound, sweeping
toward the beach like & train of white-cowled
friars, chanting in low, monotonous murmurs
solemn masses for the souls of the waiting vie-
time; the handfal of soldiers, resting on their
Armé—worn, weary, emaciated by their harassing
march through the wilderness—gazing with stern
countenances, not untouched by admiration, on
thoae stately stoioa of the woods, sa they calmly,
and somewhat contemptuously, awalt the order
which shall send them to the happy hunting-
ground ; while in the forsground stood the Eng-
livh caplains—grim, gnuni, and undismayed—the
very personification of Puritan canrage.

We shall not stay to describe the dour resist-
ance which our village made to the union of the
New Haven colony with that of Connectiout,
seeing that it is duly set forth in that famous re-
monstrance called the “ New Haven case stated,”
nor dwell on the zeal with which our fathers sped
the regicides on their way towards that settle-
ment, while the King'a commissioners sat sippiog
their “flip” with good old Govermor Leete
ul Menunkatuck—for before us lies the days of
‘ Seventy-Six.”

Ah, reader, could you just ait down by our sin-

gle side, we would have a long chat shout those
perilous times, and we would get the ancients of
our village to tell us of the epirit with which
their fathers and brothers responded to Washing-
ton's requisition for more ®roops; of Governor
Tryon's piratical expedition to New Haven; of
the bustle and confusion in our quiet farm-honses,
is the echo of his eannon leaped from hill to hill ;
aud of the stern faces and resolutetonesof the mat-
rous, a4 they packed their valuables, and gave
their orders to their superannuated slaves, or boys
100 young for the camp, preparatory to seeking
safoty for themselves and their little ones amid
the thick forests of Totoket, Then, if you are
not one of those who deem the Chinese plant a
uuisance, you should sip your evening beverage
from one of those tiny China cups which date fur
bick in the Colony times, sud if it chance to be
i summer evening, we would place the round ten-
table (4 part of the wedding portion of one of those
Bime matrons) under the great hickory in front of
the house—n meet spot to “ remember the duys of
old;" for, rough and massive as it looks mow,
seventy.five years ago ita smooth lithe stem perved
84 & target for certain relatives of ours, when with
their young comrades they exchanged, for a few
brief days, the hard service of the camp for the joys
of home. Some roda to the east, where the smooth,
green kool slopes down to the spring broo
stood the old farm-house. Nothing r-duh
murk its site, save a slight hollow in the green
turf. and those brave-hearted boys sleep where
they fell, with poores of their comrades, on the
ficld of White Plains. Another generstion has
passed awsy, but the old hiokory, with the bullets
#till in its heart, lives on, Pejoicing in the sun.
light snd dew, blessing ue with ita shade in
fummer, and rattling down its burden of nuts
CveTy sutumn, to gladden the hesrts of the
children,

But we forget that we have taken upon our-
selves the office of veritable historian ; therefare,
Ieaving this household shade, we shall note but
slightly here the great domestic fead that divided
the villnge @ L1 Montague o Capulet, somewhere
ubout the year 1732, as to l.hynp,r-dhd of
 pitehing the tunes in meeting,” it belng sufficient
10wy that, in the great society meeting oalled
11pon that oconsion, it was then and there voted,
by 8 large majority, to the great dismay of cer-
tain musica] crities, that henoeforth the clerk be
permitied to pitch the tune after which method
:le“r-ln:-t Neither shall we enter into the de-

alls of the bitter IMIlahhﬁﬂll
which several inll::m families seceded
the astablished C arder.

P themselves the forms of OM,
“hurch, being duly demounced by their former
Urethren, na those whom Satsn
#ift us wheat. Though the

ACthat time wtill continues, in
tinge the fair current of life, we
trace ite effeots at
chiefty In the

some
shall not
gread pitohed-battl

onl to her indignant complaints
Mo :a‘u that the teacher migh‘; slip from
the old crossing-pole into the river, and get half
drowned, or slip down on the ice—anythiog to
oblige him to leave the achool, with a “Tut, tut,
Molly, I dare say you are sa noisy and mischie-
vous a8 a flock of kingbirds.”

But when Mr. Evarts laid his heavy hand nwpon
his pets, hia little twin boys, Joseph and Benja-
min-—v‘un, week afier week, they came home

tn
earnesily
severity.
kis masasbeinr i amd

byw still more severely :’;:r?
ren.

Notwithstanding his warlike title, the Leften-
ant was a peaceably disposed man ; it took a good
deal to rouse and excite his combativeness ; but
this ohject once fairly be manifested
something like the obstinate tenaoit Iy of the bull-
dog. The circumstance of the interview be-
tween him and the teacher hecams known, and
their words duly and distorted to suit
the views of the contending parties. He ex-
plained, correoted, und remonstrated, until, out
of all patienoe, he vowed (the Leftenant never
swore) by the great John Rogers, that the teacher
should quit the village, or his chidren the school.

The party in favor of rigid discipline held up
their hands in holy horror at this manifestation
of weakness. They shook their heads ominously
when they spoke of little Joe and Benje, and
talked dnﬁnuﬂy of the many instances in which
children, born to their parents late in life, had
been ruined themselves and brought ruin on their
families, all for the want of n little wholesome
discipline. One or two even went g0 far 88 to
question whether they were justified in permit-
ting him to retain his commission, as his conduct
might tend to produce a laxity of discipline in
the militis, thereby endsngering the character of
th'lt‘:l&lonﬂ bulwark. i e

ieved y, on the other y

h::‘:l llu'lep:e: a martyr than the worthy
lecturer on Divinity, whose name he had hooked,
and they to upon the little twin-boye
with n-m like the same intereat with which
they had been taught to view the nine small chil-
dren of that w man, as ted in A
wood-out that invariably graced the pages of the
New England Primer.

Those who are n:ﬁnlinud with that phase
of soeial life manifi in country vil , oAn
have no gonception of the bitterness nnd length
to which petty quarrels canbe carried. Not ¢
the people are worse, bat their facilities are bet-
ter. There are few topics of foreign interest
among them, few incidents ocenr to break the or-
dinary routine of life, and they are consequently
-neimphd with loeal affairs. Besides, there
is » n olans, which is never lacking in any
n:ﬂ, the members of which are far better
v l:.;bc origin, f:‘ull.s, foil;l:d \;dmknut;u,
errors, awz pas, of every v an
they are vll.{ tiol,:o:r- ; and these, set ::ll’ywa
or two adroit wire-pullers, would breed a quarrel
in Paradise.

Mareover, the matter is still worse where the
families are all connected by marriage or blood,
us is the case with us, and 'hﬂl.liozdlllnldn,
to a degree perhaps any other place in
New El.lur:h old aristocracy of fam-
ily, the first question w

e being, to this day, whenever a stranger
spoken of: “ What is his family—what is his

T " in owing to the circumstance

h ow 0
that hfm ten of.flu fine farms in our
:o'u:fp are owned and cultivated by the lineal
descendants of their origioal owners, snd the
traveller who chances to loiter away an half
hour or go, while waiting for his dinner at the

1 inn, among the m stones in the old
e andmemunmdoly

, mAy
there & century sgo, shouted forth, again
snd again, by the nu’y sohoolboys on the sdjacent
common.

He this as it may, our village was soon in s great

uproar. The teacher, the original cause of con-

soon served only as a centrsl figure in

the re, around which became drawa, in
neu

tints, all the human frailties of
which each mh"::- had been guilty,

of which they never had
And such a shadow did this picture

grew dark
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and held up to him their little, fat hands, swollen | 50.

wnd | necks and averted faces, agnin

side, which they painted & bright red, perhaps to
they had left as wide as fessible. Their oppo-

name been given before it became known that
they had engaged for teacher an out.and-out
E lian, one who kept Christmas, and setu.
ally didn’t cook for Thanksgiving, nor go to meet.
ing on that occasion, they might have called it by
# more sinister name.

If this unhappy quarrel embittered the tem-
pers and hearts of friends and neighbors, its evil
effects fell not less heavily upon their children
Bome of them took so completely the tone of
their parents, that they would not spesk to their
former playmates ; and others, who neither knew
nor oured sught about the quarrel, were forbid.
den to do so by their parents: None felt this es-

nin and Mark, the sn o ner Loner's neighbor,
and, until this miserable contention, most intimate
friend, Ensign Rosa. An unbroken friendship had
subsisted between their families from the first set-
tlement. Their homes were separated only by
meadow and bit of pasture, and from in-
mth had shared their plays and lessons to-
gether. .{'quhu they had learned to skate and
swim, they had conquered “E: fruc-
tons, received due tan Bame
day, for singeing thh teacher's long quene in com
memorstion of that event; together they bad re-
ceived their commimsions in the militia; and, let
me tell you, reader, that a commission in that
bady, which st the present day resembles Fal-
stufl '8 ragged regiment, was at that time consid-
ered an honor not unmeet for the highest digni.
taries in the land. Together they had wooed,
wel, and settled down on the old homesteads, re-
Jjoiced over the birth of their children, watched
their growing fondness for each other, and, as
Mark grew up tall and straight as a young pine,
and Molly like a graceful, besutiful green willow,
there was nothing said; but ss they watched
them coming home from school, full of mirth and
mischisf, or seated over the brawling river,
on the old elm-shaded pole, conning their lesson
from 450 2230 Wy dog's-cmtis i e e
puting about the exact number of words on a
certain page, the thoughts of&hoih somatimes re.
ripd g o beantifnl kooll, mi W rgan thgir
"ﬁnni-’:;-, which had often m%f;'u out nsa-
fine boilding site, with wkind of wonder as to
whether it would ever be used for that purpose.
Ensign Ross had no child save Mark ; and hav-
ing seen the fute of several only children before
his eyes, he early determined that his boy should
not be gpoiled by being “babied” Therefore, he
never took his part in any of his childish squab-
bles, and Mark early learued that if he got into
trouble there was no use in complaining at home,
for his mother was a woman of too much sense to
pet and pity him in secret,
Though bhe heartily detested Mr. Evarts, and
the feeling, to judge from the blows and thumps
bestowed upon him, was duly returned, yet his
father knew nothing of the matter; or, if his
wifs sometimes mentioned that Mark had been
punished, he usually replied with—“ Aye, aye,
and he deserved it richly, | dare say!”

Of course, he was little inclined to sympathize
with the peculiar ind which his GMP:M
manifested toward his 1 twins,

“ Considerin’ that Molly is an only daughter,

and waa for s long time an only ohild,” was his
frequent romark to his wi&h“ allow that they
did pretty well by her. But it puts me out of all
manner of enoe, to see such & man as Ithiel
Chionin led by the nose hy two such imps. Why,
it makes no difference who he is talking to, if it
was Thomas Jefferson, and one of those precious
boys was to break in with & siring of questions
a8 long as the moral law, he would stop and an-
swer them all. He not only makes a goose of
hi?ﬂlf, but spoils the boys, and | must tell him

He did tell him, or at least tried to; but some-
how, in this his hints failed of their usual
effuot, 'l'::m l::.lh l..omuxnwu di:'!.y
consocious posaible 4 towards
m-mmmsmum?n?u;mm
not like to admit. it, even to himself, and the fre-
of hia naighbar

; - NDOD A Sae
En:fnllo-wub no means hard or unfeel-
ing. He was naturally genial and jovial, but he
bsd oontrived to get certain fired ideas into his
head, ly upon the management of chil-

dren, beyond which he never troubled himself to

look. “8 the and spoil the ehild” was
Seripture with him, and he wanted nothing better
He was natarally

tmrﬂluz, and could not brook
interraption, ew ly from children ; therefore
he often ocensured as weakness that which was
simply good pature in his slower and more patient
neighbor. When the teacher punished the little
boys so severely, without inquiring inte their

ence or listening to their father's explanation,
he stoutly defended the former, and read the Lef-
tenant such a lecture on his folly and weakness
in all that concerned his boys, that the latter was
deeply grieved and astonished. Indeed, upon re-
flection, he felt, himself, that he had said many
things that were unwarranted, even by their long
friendship ; but he did not like to confess it, and
contented himself with reasoning after this man-
ner—*If ke is & mind to be mad at s hasty but
well-meant word, why, let him”

Chinnin, on his part, thought more delibe-
rately—* If Jonathan Ross thinks | have turned
into o natural fool, why, let him seek those that
are wiser.”

Thus arose n frosty stmosphere between them,
chilling alike the ripened fruit of the pust, and
the opening hopes of the future. Had they been
left to themselves, doubtless the memory of the
and o sense of their present folly would have

ht back the summer to their hearts, but
a rumor of their feelings got wbroad, ss such
things always do in s country village and the
powers of soandal and schism took the matter
:pma from one to the other, watching every

-3 look, distorting, exaggerating, nnd mis-

representing, until, after a few weeks, they could
no longer discern, in the pictures held up to them
by these meddlers, any trace of the old, friend]
features. Still there were some grains of trut
in all these reports; for they were by no means
bappy, and their state of heart and mind was one
which is prone to think and say bitter things.
From the day that Leftenant Chionin with-
drew his children from school, they ceased to
speak t er, for the epithets * Dotard” and
‘“Busybody,” which had been angrily applied to
each other on that coossion, seemed to stick in
their throata, and prevent anythiog like a friend-
ly uttersnce.

All through the remainder of the winter, the
snow Iay white and unbroken on the fields be-
tween the two dwellings ; no path, trodden hard
and smooth sa ice, murked the constant inter-
ocourse of the families ; no swall foot-prints, devia-
ting from the path at mry few yards, gave :;i-
dence of the L propensities
of Mark I.J Molly. Although .Eat nbeolutely
forbidden to speak with each other, seldom
met now—never, indeed —save when Mark con-
trived to come round that way from sehool, and
exch a few words with her through the pa-
lings of the front fence, during which intercourne
he pever failed to express a v h;llwht
that Mr, Evarts had been in J o before he

throogh the winter

evor saw our village.
I:ﬁlul heavy thaws of

Thus the strife

months, until the raw

March came, bringiog with them s scourge which
mh&&mmmuhqu{-
ment for their sins—the scarlet fever, or, as it
was then ecalled, the black canker. dv-ltl::,

depend .
@ blessing, they bud made their children a sub-
jeot of contention, snd God In his wisdom took
wany of them home to himself. The rebuke was
felt. Those who had passed ench other with stiff
ol hands over
the graves of their little ones before God's
altar in silence and tears.

For a time the disease seemed inevitably lhl&l.;

M?d'ﬁ.f.g:.dm nny:::m:
school was olosad every predau-
Bou 16 ptard tholr childres from the faia! oonts-
that Mark Ross was,
t off from all communies-

i _He chafed like a
S o e 1t el

E
i
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IraneEmEsL heuke BEEDLY TNAD DEte Molle OLin

Lot, on & similar occnsion, went westward some | part, and & sense of shame and wrong dooe and
rods, and erected a small, low building by the way- | received on his, kept them bothsilent. Flut when

the news came thet Molly, too, was stricken down

make the contrast between it and the white one | Mark's course was taken.
! “If father has a mind to beabeathen, nnd worse
nentachristened it the Revenge, und had not the | than a heathen,” he muttered, one morning us he

watched the Ensign on his way to the woods,
“why, well and ; bat mother is a Christinn,
| take it. She ought to know better. | will give
her ber choice; either she or | go over to-duy
and see how Molly and the boys are.”

He watched his mother with s compressed lip
as she went abont her household labor, then, when
she had smoothed her hair and drawn her wheel
to her nconstomed corner, he 2

“ Mother, Lydia and Tim Lissley. Thankful
Harrison, Sam and David Butler, Abby Barker,
and ever so many more children, have died. Do
you think that Joe and Benje and Molly will all
die too 7

=1 aont know, Mark. Buafen 5 ueaun 5
that Dottor Foot gives no hope forthe lintle boys
Poor Hannah Chinnin, it will be s sad blow to her
0 lose them.”

* Mother, do you remember what nice custards
and |)elltau' Mrs. Chionin used tobring me, when
1 the measles; and how she watehed by me
and nursed me when you was too much worn out
t hold uR‘you head 1"

“Yes, Mark, L shall never fi her kindness,”

and the tears sprang to the GLE
“ Well, then, mother,” he e rising and
giving the forestick a kick, aa if to wettle his decis-
fon, “T think it is s burning shame that we should
let them all die, and never go mear them. |, for
one, am going over there to-day. 1 am but a boy,
| know, and can do nothing to help them, but the
children will know that | have not forgotten them

As tothe fever, If | catch it, I must. One had

a8 good die with the fever as live in a quarrel all

his days.”

Mark had not misoalculated the effest of his
words upon his mother. She knew something of
his determined spirit, and exclaimed, hurriedly,

“No, no, Mark! For you o go there would be
tempting Providence outright, 1f you should esteh
the fever, | should never forgive myself: | will go
1 will” she continued, seeing him begin to button up
W gket. OO0 hmve romed tnmn fae Mg it o g
for these quarrels, as you say, are dreadful.  Only
promise me that you will not attempt to see them
yourself, angd [ =1 = this minuig"

v 43 prom Yo-duy,” replied Mark

There was no manifestation of surprise when
Esther Ross entered that houseof affliotion, noth-
ing that marked a memory of the bitter estrange-
mint between them ; but & warm pressure of the
hand ond & grateful look from the over.wearied
mother, asunable to bear any longer the last fearful
struggle between life and death, she relinguished
her obild into the hands of her old friend, and
buried her face on her husband's shoulder.  Asin
birth, 8o in death, those children were not divided.
Death gathered them both in the spuce of a few
hours, and kind Esther Ross (ah, how she inward-
:[v blessed the willfulness of her hoy, that had

riven her forth) smoothed their fair locks with
a gentle and their little forms for
the grave. Then she sought the room of Molly,
where her presence and thoughtful care was like
dew to the heart of the fear-stricken girl.

W hen she returned home that night, and related

with & mother'’s Qlolm the sore sffiiction of
their neighbors, Mark wept outright, and the eyes
of the E glistened, as he said, “I um glad

i‘m went, vr;” then his hand upon
ark’s hend, he ndded, “ Rememher, my boy,
that little Joe and Benje are free from anger and
sin and sorrow now.”

Esther Ross knew that her husband passed an
anxious and restless night, but she knew, also,
that he was one of those who are best lefi to the
workings of their own conviotions ; therefore, she
did not ask him, in so many words, to attend the

and bury all anger in that donble grave.
Mark, to her surprise, did not ask to go, and with
a #ad and somewhat nnxious heart she went over
At an u:lly hour to give such assistance as might
be needed.

The graveyard and the road which led to it
were in foll view from the mhdgn
Rona’a house. The Easign about
the wood-pile and yard all the morning, in & rest-
leas, undecided mangor. Yﬁgﬁt_ people began
hin house, and paced the floor the same reat-
less oocasionally joining Mark, who bad sta-
tioned himself at the window.

Mark covered his eyes with his hands when he
saw the old pastor imsue forth from the house, fol-
lowed by four boys not much larger than himself,
bearing the double coffin—for he could not hear
to think that the fair-baired boys lay beneath
that beavy black pall.

Baut his father continued to watch the proces-
sion with a troubled expression of fuce. Onward
it erept, with that slow and tolemn pace, and
there came a cemvulsive twitching sbout his
mouth, aa it filed into the grav ,and past a
little, short mound, headed by a slab of white
marble, & few yards to the right of the gate—for
he thought of the sad November day when he
and his wife had stood by that open grave, and
well did he remember W band had gently
lowered the head of his little flaxen-haired Ma-
hel to her last home, and who, in all times of trial
and aifliction, had stood hy his side like a broth-
er. He seized his hat, and, hurrying onward,
soon reached the spot, and tly made his way
through the erowd to the of the grave,

When the solemn prayer of the old minister
was ended, with a gesture of entreaty he took a
shovel from the hand of & young man, and slowly
and reverently sprinkled the first graine of dust
on the coffin below. As he returned the shovel
to the hand of the young man, his eye for one sec.

ond met that of the bereaved father, and he felt
that bis motive was understood. His hand laid
the last clod upon that ve— his fool was
the last to turn away and join Esther, who still
liaﬁnﬂl by the white tombstone of their own
chi

‘They pursued their way home in silence, and,
when they renched that house of serrow, na if by

one fm they both turned and entered. Asthey
the vacant sittia they heard the
voice of the Leftenant in broken expostu-

Iations in an wdjoining room.

“ No, no, my boy ; this must not be. We have
snffered ml;-, snd if you too should take the
fever and die”—

The Leftenant ocould not procesd ; and, na they
drew near the open door, they saw their own son,
Murk, standing by the bddjo of Molly, holding
her fevered hand closely in his, ashe replied, with
a qninrllﬂlp-

“ They have buried up little Joe and Benje,
and would pot let me see them, but I mill see
Molly ; | have seen her to-dsy, aud | will see her
to-morrow ! | don't care for the fever. My
futher looks stern, and my mother sad, snd noth-
ing is 84 it used to be. bis quarrel has wmade
us all misersble enongh 1"

“IM&#IN’H&GN speaks the truth|” ex-
clnimed Ensign Rosa, A through the door-

way, snd offering his to his startied neigh-
bor. “I have been harsh, unkiod, unchristisn—
ve me!”

‘I'he stricken father stared for » seoond in ns-
tonishment, then seizing the proffiered hand, mur.
mared, as he bent over to conceal his tears—

“ And 1, too, Jonsthan—I, too sm ; but |
have left it all there” he added, with & signifi-
cant gesture towards the graveyard. “Lét it be

fi 4

And o it was. After a long and weary illness,
Molly recovered, and the lives of the families
again floated on in the same carrent, until, as old,
white-haired men, Leftensnt Chionin and Ensign
Ross were laid with their fatbers. But years be-
fore t:x died, the white house on the hill, which

they seen in their damuun. became s re-
ality, and two little boys been who, by
the express wish of the Eosign, were christesed

Joseph and Benjamin.

The storm of contention gradually subsided,
and the old landmarks became visible, The
land has now had rest for many years, and the
traoes of the old battle are scarcely discernible to

any, save such curious beings as ourselves. The
white sohool-house, minus the belfry, still stands,
but the “ R » where we conved our earliest

lessona, of which we intend to speak heresfier,

has long sinoe gone to destruction.
Nore—The ancients of our invariably
comumnon in |
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On the Extension of Slavery into Califormia end New
Merweo ; and on the duty of Congress o Pralhfr
the Triul by Jury for alleged Fugitive Slav-s

| Kepublisbed with Notes.)

LETTER IL
To the Editors of the Boston Ailas g
Guexrresey; Your semi-weekly of the lst inst.
contains & letter of the Hon Daniel 'Webster, in
which he has been pleased to refer tome. | wish
to reply. To preveut all chance of mistake, |
quote the following passages

“ Hut, at the sume time, nothing is more false than that
much jury teial is demanded (n cases of thin kind by the
Uomatitution, sither in it Intter or in its wpirit. The Counsti
tution declares that in sll eriming prosecutions there shall
ben trinl by jury. The claiming of a fugitive slave ia not
aeriminal prossout

¥ e Constitution also deelares that insuits 8f common

o Ve Y APl By inrr eme ot As seerces -

nigitive slave Is not & suit st the comwmon law; and there is
uo other oluase of sentence in the Cous itution baving the
least beariug on the suljeet.

“ | have ween & publiontion by Mr. Horace Mann, & mem-
ber of Uongreas from Massmchusetts, iu whieh | find this
sentence. Speaking of the bill befure the House, he mays:
“THiS B derides the trinl Ly jary secnred hy the Uonstitn
tiom. A man may not kse Wie horse without & right to Lhis
trial, but be may lose bis freedom.  Mr. Webater spesks for
the South and for shavery, not for the North and for [reedom,
when he abandons this right’ This personal vituperation
does not aunoy me, but | lument to ses 3 publlo man of Mas
wachusetin wo orade and sonfused in his } apprehansions,
and & little soquainted with the Uonatituton of his sountry,
as Lhawe opinious evinee Mr Mann to be. His eitation of
& supposed ease, s in point, if 0 have any sualogy to the
matter, would ® that, IF Mr Mann's Borse stray into bis
neighhor's eld, he canngt load him buack wilkou! a previovs
trial by jury fo uscertuin the right. Traly, if what Mr Mann
ray# of the provisions of the Coustitution (n this pub jestlon
bea teat of Lis asourasy i the understanding of that instra
ment, he would do we,l not to seek to protest his peculiar
notivns muder its suvetion, hat to appeal &b cooe, as others
o, te that higher nuthority which sits enthroned above the
Constitution and above the law."'

I must deny this charge of “ parsonal vitupera-
tion,” and | regret that Mr. W ebster, while dis-
claiming “annoyance ” at whakl said, should be-
tray it. | believe every part of my * Letter” to
be within the bounds of courteous and respectful
discussion. There is nothing in it which might
not pass between gentlemen, without inter.
rupting relations of civility and friendship.
The L Gl of p ! bis novel position, wpdo®
dissent rrom his unwonted dootrines, yet it abounds
in proofs of deference to himself. | must now,
however, be permitted to add that the highest
‘“nintnve Yeovmes unenvisbie “When 1o breeds in-
tolerance of dissent, or bars out the humblest
man from a free expression of opinion.

Mr, Webster “laments 1o see & public man of
Maussschusetts go orude and confused in his legal
spprehensions, and so little sequainted with the
Constitution of his country, us these opinions
evinee Mr, Mann to be” Yet he points out no
errorof opinion. He specifies nothing as nosound.
He presents no information, indietment, hill of
particalars, or even the “ common counts.” Judg-
ment and condemnation slone appear. He seems
to have taken it for granted that he had only to
91y | was guilty, and then proceed to punmish. |
protest against and impugn this method of pro-
ceeding, by any man, however high, against any
man, however humble,

When Mr. Webster penned his “ lamentations”
over my crudeness, confusion, and ignorance, he
douhtless meant to deal me a mortal blow., The
blow was certninly heavy; but the question still
remuing, whether ot hit, Polyphemus struck hard
blows, but his blindness left the ohjects of his pas-
sions unharmed.

But wherein do those erroneons “opinions”
consist, which Mr. Webster does not deign to
!peci?" but assumes to condemn? Fortunately,
in writing tho sentence which he quotes for ani-
madversion, | followed the precise meaning of
Judge Story, as laid down in his Commentaries;
and in regard to the only point which is open to
& question, I took the evact words of that great
Jjurist. He speaks of ** the right of a trial by jury,
in olvil cases,” as an existing right before the
seventh article of amendment to the Conatitu-
tion, which preserves ths right “ in suits st common
law,” had been adopted —3 Comm , 628, Instead

of transcribing Judge Story's words, “in eivil
cases,”’ which present no distinet image to common
minds, | supposed the every-day case of ltigation
reapecting u horae, which is a “civil case;” and
this difference of form is the only difference be-

sy :

bution, after reposing from this ill tempered at-
tack upon me, than to awake and find that it was
Judge Story whom he hud been maligning.

Does not the authority of Judge Blackstone
also support my position?

“ Heonpture or reprisal,’ says he, “ ls another species of
remedy, by the m-re aot of the party injured. * * *
But ua the publie peaoe is & superior considerastion to any
one l:ln'l.;lil'lu property ; and as, If individusls were
onee sllowed to use private foroe ae x iemedy for private in-

uries, nll socinl justice must oense, the strong would give

w to the wusk, and every man would revert to & atate of
nature; for these it Is provided that this 1
right of recaption siall never be exerted, whare sich exer-
tion must oocasion strife and bodily euntention, or sndanger
the pence of a olety. If, for instance, my horse in taken
away, aned [ find bim in & eommon, s fair, or & public inn, |
may lnwtully selee him to my vwn use ; but 1 uullmljun:ll'?
reaking open a private slable, or enfaring on the grounds
of u third person, to take him, should he ba felonlonsly
stolen ; but must hove vecowrse fo an octien af fow =i
Com., -4,

But the opinion expressed by me on this point
does not need the suthority of any nume to sup-
port it ; and the illustration which | gave is not
only intelligible ta every sensible man, but is also
apposite. | said “a man may not lose his horse
[bis property in a horse] without a right to this
trinl”  Mr. Webster's comment that this
case, “if it have any analogy to the mtter,”
means, that if & man’s horse “stray into his neigh-
bor's field, ke comnot lead him back without a previous
trind by jury to ascertain the vight”  Was ever the
plain meaning of & sentenoe more exactly chunged
ahout, end for end? Mr. Webster may pitch
summersets with his own dootrines, but he has no
right to pitch them with mine. | sald a man may
not lose his horse, or his property in a hor
without a right to the trial by jury. He says
said, 8 man cannot find or retake u lost horse, with-
out a previous trial ! Dulee est desipere in loco.
Or, it is pleasant to see s grave Senntor play upon
words ; though there must be sowe wit to redeem it
from puerility.

But the ehildishness of this eriticiam is not its
worst festure. What is the great (rh which
Mr, Webster and his apologlsts attempt here to
ridieule? It is that, while every man smongst
us, in regard to any piece of property worth more
than twenty dollars, of which violence or fraud
may attempt to despoil him, has a right to a trisl
by jury, yet n man's freedom, and that of hls pos-
terity forever, may he wreated from him, as our
law now aunr{a, without such a trisl. Does not
this hold n man’s freedom to be of less value than
twenty dollars? If two ndverse claimants con-
test title to an alleged nlave, whose market value
is more than this sum, each is entitled to » jury
to try the fact of ownership. Bat if the alleged

slave declares here, in Mnssachusetts, that he
owna himeelf, he is debarred from this right. And
this truth, or a common illustration of it, Mr.

Webster nnd his apologists think a suitable topie
for aneers or pleasantry ! A forvign proverh says
that for a man to kill his mother i ot in'go.
raste. | trust the moral and religious people of
Maussachusetts have too much good tasts to relish
jokes on such a theme,
MiL. BUTLER'S BILL, OR KIDNAPPING MADE
EASY.

I said that Mr. Butler's bill “derides ? the trial
by jury. B('I that bill every commissioner and
clerk of n United States court, every marshal
and collector of the uu'ur, aa.o:'::o neveuleen
thousand ters of the are
severally Bovested otk Jurisdlotion m’i‘."&“m
in all parts of the United Biates, to deliver sny
man, woman, or child in the United Biates, into
onnody.uuhu,ulhltt?ﬁdnrz parte
affidavit, made anywhere In the Unpited Siates.
This affidavit may have been made a thoussnd
miles off, by no one knows whom, and certified to
by s person who never saw or heard of the indi-
vidua! puned in it. A forged affidavit, or & fioti-
tioan affidavit would often answer the na
;ull, rnr} bhow dll!lc;ﬂl, n: in myna:!ln, how
mpossible, to prove ita spuriousoess,
dor.:lvn oonoeive such a mhm
countless in numbers, o ample in jurisdiction, so
formidable In er? a bill similar to this
been in the Britlsh
1763 to 1776, what wonld our Fathers have said
of it?7 Yei this bill, with some kindred
menla, Yia foatores of stroaity, My,
Webster promised © 1o support, with all its pro-
visions, to the fullest extent.”

W hat nggravates the w in, that the cruel-
ties of the measure would fall upon the .aou
.

bill, is, that it provides no pennlty whatever for
suy one who shall abuse, or frandulently use the
dangerous authority which it gives

wrong | it imposes no restraints
threats of retribution

Mr. Wehster oalls me to nccount for some un-
specified erroneons “ opinion " expressed in rela-
tion to this bill. Can any opinion be so false to
the Constitution, as this bill to humanity 7 |
depreoate error of all worts; but hold it to he
more venial to err in judgment than in heart

| snid that in promising to support Mr. But-
ler’s hill, “ with all its provisions to the fullest
extent,” Mr. Webster “ahandoned” the right to
& trial by jury. 1 spoke of him as & Seostor, ns
one who, with his co-legislators, has full right
and power under the Constitution, to seoure this
form of trial to the alleged slave ar to a knowy
b frecman eciacd -p g plave. Mr. Sewani's bill,

before him. He took no notice of it. He passed
hy “on the other side,” while he hestowed his
best encominm on Mr. Butler's bill, by promising
to support it. 'Was not this an “abandonment,”
und.r all the synonymes given in the distionary 7

HIGHER POWERS, AND LOWER,

Mr. Welster advises me, in & certain oontin-
gency, “to appeal to that higher authority which
sits «nthroned above the Constitution and ahove
the law.” | take mo excepiion to this connsel,
becnuse of jts officioussess, but would thank him
for it. My idens of duty require me o seok any-
lously for the troe interpretation of the Consti-
tution, mnd them to abide by it; unswayed hy
hopes or fears. I the Constitution requires me
to do anything which my sense of duty forbids, |
shall save my conscience by resigning my office
I nm free, however, to say, that if, in the discharge
of my political duties, | should transfer my alle-
ginnoe to any other power, | should wdopt Mr.
Webster's adviee, and go to the power * whigh sits
enthroned above,” rather than to descend to that
opposite realin, whenoe the bill he so cordially
promised to support, must have emerged.

1 wish, however, to remark, that though T se-
knowledge the Constitution to be my guide while
wdes gutata pupport it, vpl L dg men saliyt
fling either at the powers above us, or at those
who reverence them. I hold it be not only pro-

, hut proof of sound morsl and, relisions fasl.
ibg, 10 Yook tothe perleot law of God for Yight to
eoable us more justly to interpret the imperfect
laws of man E.-rrcinliy. when we are proposing
to make or amend a law, pught we to take our
gauge of purpose and of netion from the highest
standard.

Noy, that Solomon of the law, thought it not
improper tosay: “ The inferior law must give
rlnce to the superior; man's laws to God's
awse.”— Maroms, pp. 6—7,

" The law of Nature,” says Hisckstons, * belng eoeval
with mankind and dietsted by God himself, (s, of coarse,
superior in ebllgation to oy other. It ia Moding all over
the globe; inall countries, at all times. No human laws
have any validity, if contrary to this; and soch of them as
wre valid, derive all their foroe and all thelr authority, me
dintely or immediately from this origionl "—1 Coem., 41,

Fortesoue, the Chanoellor of Henry VI in his de
Laudibus Legum Anghee, onp. 42, has the following
passage, the consideration of which, in requital
for Mr. Webater's advice to me, | respectfully
commend to him :

“ That must necessarily be adjndged u cruel law, which
wugments slavery, and dlminiabes Liberty. For Human
Nsture implores without censing for Liberty. Slavery is
intr duoed by man and through bis vioe. Hut Liberty in the
gift of God to man.  Wherefore, when torn from s man, it
ever yearns to retarn; and it {s the same with wverything
when deprived of {ta natural Liberty. On this aecount,
that man is to be adjudged eruel, whu doss nut favor Liber

ty. Hy these conslderations the Laws of England, in every
onne, give favor to Liberty. "= Cap, 42

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS FOR TRIAL BY
JURY, WITH HISTOKICAL REFERENUES

1. Where Congress has power to promde for such
trial,

I, Where it is the duty of Cangress to da so.

Having defended my own propositions, | shall
now take the liberty to examine some of Mr.
Wehster's.

He says “the Constitution declares that in all
criminal prosecations, there shall he a trial by
jury;” and that, “in suite &t common law the
trinl by jury shail be preserved” He then adds,
“there is no other clause or sentence in the Con-

Mitetion having the least hearing upem the sub

olause or sentence in the Constitution, having the
feast bonring on the subject” Thia I deny.

Here Mr. Webster virtually declares that, but
for the above-named two provisions, the right of
the trial by jury wonld not have been seoured
to us by the Constitution in sny case. OFf course,
Congress would have been under no obligation,
nor would it have had any power, to provide by
law for such triala

Were | to sy that this nssertion borders on
the inoredible, one might well nak, which wide of
the line does it lie 7

The provision for a trial by jury, in eriminal
prosecutions, 18 in the third olauss of the second
sootion of the third article, and is repeated, and
somewhat enlarged, in the fifth and sixth articles
of nmendment.

But the provision for trial by jury, in suits ot
common lqw, in in the seventh article of amend-
ment ; and neither this provision, nor any sem-
blance of it, is to be found, in express words, in
auy of the Constitution us it eame from the
hands of its framers, and was adopted by the
Siates.

According to Mr. Webster, then, Congress were
under no obligation, and no power, to make
u law providing for trisl by jury, except 1n eriminal
prosecutions, until afier the seventh article of
amendment had been ratified ; for if they had
any such power, or were under any such :{lign-
tion, it must be by virtue of wome clause or men-
tenoe in the Constitution, having a * bearing wpon
the subject !

Now, the first session of Congress commenced
March 4th, 1788, but this seventh article of
wmendment wis not ratified, and did not become
n purt of the Constitution, according to Hickey,
(l’[i‘nh,’: Con,, p. 36,) until December 15, 1701,

Until this time, therefore, wcoording to Mr.
Webster, the Constitution had secured no right
to u trial by jury, except in the case of criminal
prosecutions ; beoanse, until thia time, there was
no clause or sentence in it, “ baving the least
beariug on the subject” of jury in civil
Cusea,

Yet, on the 24th of September, 1789, and more
than two years previous te the adoption of the seventh
amendment, (hy which alone, ta Mr.
W ehater, they hdli: any P;:';:d lm in the m

) Congress pane the aet L
all'u'mh, twelfth, and thirteenth ncll!u of ',hlob
it is provided, thut the trisl of lssues In fact, in
the District Courta, in the Cirenit Coarts, and
in the Supreme Court, shall, with certain excop-
tions, be by jury.

The nct also empowers the Courts to grant new
trinls “for ressons for which new trisls have
usually been granted in the courts of law”
In what conrts of law? Did it not mean the
Courts in Westraiuster Hull, and those In this
country formed after that ancestral model? And
doea th%l l:‘o: b;yuuwuu:i or cavil, that the
principle of the ju in civil gages, won Inoor-

i into the oustitution of the United
originally; annd that it was universully
uniderstood to be so by its framers, and by their
mt«:pouriu, the members of the first Con-

'"F.nu the Constitution alone, then, and mnot
from any power above it, or outside of jt, did
Congress derive ita power, on the 2d4th of Bep-
tember, 17689, and more than two years before
the seveuth amendment was ad to the
Jadisiary Act, snd 40 A1) it full of the feot and
Covgress a hat timey had.Joglaiaied an the ub.
, st that time, on the su

Jeot of fogitive slaves, would it not have had the
same power (o he trisl by jury, to deter-
mine the question, alave or free, na it to pro-
vide for this mode of trinl in other cases 1

All the Btate Counventionn” for adopting the
Constitation, whose debates wre mr.ud
all the leading men who figured in , held, oon-
trary to Mr. Webster, that the third wrtiole in the
Constitation, providin oarried jury
trinle in civil oases with it. Mr, Muarshall, after-
wards Chief Justiose Marshall, mid in the Vir-

of ‘neoensarily fead to the jndgment of the'
- which gives the

muujq:dmmdmkw
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providing for the trial by jury, in such cnses, was |

from | ginis Conventlon . * Does the word Court only
mean the Judges? Does not the determination | ever

| refervnce to civil canen

In the Massachusetts Convention, it was said,
without a doubt being expressed from auy quar-
the word cowrt does not, either hy pop-
| ular or technicsl construction, exclude the use of
| & jury to try fucte. When people in common Jan-
| guage Lalk of & trial st the Court of Common
Pleas, or the Supreme Judicial Court, do they
not inelude all the hranehes nod members of such
courts, the jurors as well as the julges 7 They
certainly do, whether they mention the jurors ex-
pressly or not. Our Stale legislators have con-
stroed the word conrt inthe same way. —2 Elh
oit's Debates, 127

Such was the doctrine maintained by the lead
ing minds in the State Conventions; by Christo-
pher Gore, in Massachusetts ; by Judge Wilon,
and thi‘rf Justice McKean, in Pennsylvania , by
Phinl Teeta. Bl 1. 4 - - A
| Mr. Madisen, in Virgiom h;Judp Iredell, in
| North Carolina, sud many other distinguished
names.

In the Virginia Convention, objestion was
made to the Constitation, because it did not «r
{»"ufy secure 10 the noeused the privilege of chal-
englog or excepting (o jurors in criminal cases
Buat Mr, Pendleton, the President of the Conven-
tion, pnd for so many years, the highest judieial
officer in the State, replied : “ When the Consti-
stitution gays that the trinl shall be by jary, does
it not say that every incident will go slong with
it 1°—3 Elhott's Debates, A97.

So when the Copstitution provided for * courts
and defined their jarisdiction, it clearly contem
pisted the trial by jury, in regard to all such
righte of the citizen s had been usually, thereto
fore, tried by a jury. Congress indeed, might
fail to perform its duty ; but in such ecase, no
provisions of the Constitution, however pxpr
and peremptory, would secure the rights of thi
people.

It is perfectly well known to every stufbnt of
the Constitution, that the only reason why that
instrument did not make crgress provision for
the trial by jury, in olvil cases, was the diffionlty
of running the dividing line between the many
onses that should be so tried, and the few ihat
should gat, All were sgreed that ninetygpine

o vinte. 11 civitonsed shouid be triea ay jury |’
{:lt they could not agree upon the classes of cuses
from which the remaining one per oent. should
i 3 - 3 g ) ' Ty
In this eonnection, it is worth while to notice”
the heading or preamble of the Joint Resolutions
for submitting oertain proposed amendments of
the Constitution to the States, among which was
the peventh. 1t is na follows

" The Conventions of a number of the States having st
the time of their adopting the Constitution expressed » de
wire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of jis
powers, that further declamtory or rectrietiva clanses
ahould be ndded ; and an the extending the ground of publie
eonfidencs in the Guvernment will heat insure the beneficent
ends of Its institntion, KesoLvan” &e

From this it appears that the first Congress
only proposed to submit certain “ further declura-
tory and restrictive clawses,” ' 10 prevent miscon-
straction or abuse of its powers’ This heading
or title, of eourse, does not enlarge or limit the
meaning of the amendments ; but it shows the
view of their soope and iptendment which their
nuthors held. But what %8 the seventh amend.
ment but a “declaratory and restrictive clause,”
securing the trial by jury, in cases at common
law, “ where the value in controversy shall ex-
ceed twenty dollars,” and ahandoning it where
the value is less |
The phraseology of the amendment is full of
significance . * The right of trial by jory shall be
reserved ' Not created, but preserved. Not
nstituted dv wovo, but- continued. How can »
right be precerved, which does not already ezt ¥
In spesking of the trisl by jory, in eriminal
oases, Judge Story uses the same word. He says
it was “preserved” In neither class of cases,
civil or eriminal, was it ever abandoned or lost,
throngh the fault of the Constitation. If not al-
ways enjoyed by the citizen, it bas been through
the dereliotion of Congress in not passing the
requisite laws.

The great men who submitted this seventh
amendment to the States, treated the trial by
jury, in civil cnses, s o then subsisting constitu-
tions! right, They passed u law, to put the prac-
tieal enjoyment of thia right into the handa of the

Pl which we hold under the ComEdtion
which we can beneficially possess or use, with-
out the intervention of wome law, ws its chan-
nel or medium,

Suppose this seventh amendment had nover
been wdopted, on what ground would the trisl
hy jary, in oivil cases, have rested up to the pros-
ent day 7

In asserting, therefore, thut, hesides the refer-
ences he has made, there in not another “ elnuse
or sentenoe in the Constitation, havmg the least
bearing on the subject ™ of jury trisls, Mr. Webster
is contrudioted by the members of the (General
Convention, by the State Conventions, by the
Senators and Representatives, who paased the
Judiciary met, by President Wushington who
signed it, and by all the judges who ndministered
that net until the seventh amendment was ndopted
W Where it is tha duty of Congress to provade for
trial by jury.

But anotlier of Mr. Webater's nssertions is
still more extraordinary, He says “nothing is
more fulse than that such jury trial [a trisl by
Jury for an alleged slave, or for a froeman olaimed
a8 u #lave,| is demanded by the Constitution,
cither in its letter or in its spirit”
I muke a preliminary remark upon the amaz
Ilﬁ untruth embodied in the form of this propo-
sition.
 Nothing is mare false ;" that fa, if I, or any
one, had aflirmed that our Constitution forbids
trial hy jury, in all cases, under penalty of death ;
or that It creates n hereditary despotism ; or that
it establishes the Catholio religion with the ac-
companiment of an iniuisition for each State; or
that it does all these things together ; it would
not be mora ' falve” to the “spirit ” of the Con-
stitution, than to say that it demands the trial by
Jjory, when a man who is weized na a slave, but
who aaserts that he s free invokes ita protection.
But this pertaine to the form only of his amser-
tion. | to inquire whether its substance
be not as indefennible s its form,
In another part of Mr. Webster's letter, he
says, that he sees “ no ohjection to the provisions
of the law ™ of 1703, Of course, he sees no objeo-
tion to Mr. Batler's bill, snd ite smendmenta; but
he prefers them to Mr. Seward's. And he now
sayn, thero is pothing in the lettar or in the
i -;1’:-1: " of the Constitation, whioch demands the
Jury trisl for an alleged slave, or for a freeman
oaptured and about to be carried away as » slave,
“eeble and humble as | am, t and formida-
hhuhmjrim.\:’l::‘: unt;:hmu-
tous qu 3 put upon country.
Our Constitution, as the present
has nlways heen taught, yearns towards liberty
and the rights of man. o trial by jury, in the
mwhliluuﬂlln life, or liberty, in essen-
to these righte. two, the have
such oloss affinity for sach other, aa to render it
highly probable, if not morally certain, that the
framers of the furmer would make provision for
the latter; that they would Iy hold of it, sa by &
law of instinot, to oarry out their beneficent pur-
poses. The teial by jory was to the
vitality of the Constitation ; and it would hardly
be oo st expression to say that the Con-
stitution, as it came from the hands of itafounders,
necsasitated the trial by jnz,
‘The ohject for which the Constitution was
framed, as set forth in its preamble,—usmely, to
“ pgtublish justive,”  promote the genersl wel.

fare,” and * seoure the hlessings of li to
the e —oould pever he inhed 1 t
the by jury. The presmble is not od
to ns a souroe of power; but it touches, aa by the
finger, the objuota which it i Woaug-
gests {he meana by which its purposes
Intorpretation by Vhieh ah 3 R
i y w ty are to
be expounded.

And not ouly the ohjests for w the Consti-
tution professes to exist, but facts from
the time gua C and before that time
the wﬂt , and of our Colonial
and P the Revolution and

1L




