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i:, night stars glittered like a diadem

Aoove the Judean hill top*, when a hand

Of way-worn pilgrims paused at liethlukoui,
Ohediont to (Vsar's <teru coin maud !

orfir after group had gathered all the day
And coldly now the keeper of tho inn

Turned from thoao last benighted one* away,
ior ti y wore lowly In thoir garb and mien

ud v» ;h the poor who (looked at Roino'e deoroe,
i. sine Judah'*«*oalth and hor nobility.

f t / '« > imtifull.and sad and heavily
To a low buaoracnt stable then they turned.

|'.,r far beneath the skie» of Oalilee
a iu Nazareth where their heme tiro burned,

And i hilly was the dew-fall on thecn (here.
>i.-k Hi: 1 exhausted with the tiresome way

The world shun* poverty, and few will share
A h< me and lireside with tho poor who stray;

-u. while the wonderiug cattlo fed around,
Xh«y in de their beds npon the damp, cold gmund.
Hi hark' what sounds break on tho silent air '

Th mellow tones of myriad harps aro tinging
Through tho clear nigbt-vault' All the starry choir

If heavenly angels join their might in singing
Xh« world's triumphant anthem, "Glory, glory! "

Dwellers of lietblclioin Judah, while the skies
A viving their immortul banners o'er ye,
.shake off the leaden slumber front your eyes,

\nd bring youe offerings Many an angel guest
h hovering round tho city of your rest.

1 pon tho hills that gird tho oity round,
Auttd the quiet flocks that seldom strayod,

i-hopbcrds were seated on tho dowy ground,
As years boforo, when tho boy David played

11.1 magic harp amid tho sheep-folds there
Tho shepherd bard, iu numbers doop and strong,

1'iuring liis inspiration on tho air.
At the free hunter pours his wild, glad song

'

AnJ the satuo star would hurst on them this night,
That on his inner vision shed such light !

bate, shsphords' Lo, on the horison's rim
Is rising now that Orb of Prophecy,

i'ue glorious, wondrous star, that heralds him,*
The world's Redeemer, in his mystory

Of earth-hood and Divinity combined ;
Leave there your sheep upon the mountain side,

.Muck-hearted ones, and follow till ye find
the long expected King Your angel guide

-mil show to you a Labo, a now-born stranger,
buitly reposing in a Bethlehem manger.

Tuo ni^ht-stars faded when the next morn stained
;u vn a hilt tops with it* rosy liirht,

j I the bright Star of Prophecy reuiainod,
To uhu- aa'uy the wide world's moral night'

V:. t u awoke the busy oity throng,
L it ail forgotten, like a night of ilroams,

itie angrl hymnings and the choral song,
Each his own way. as best to each beseems,

J uc naughty Pharisee and beggar trod,
Alike regardless of the Son of God!

uti of the Highest.Being so Dirino!
From thy straw pillow wake not thou to weep,

Tin eattlo on a thousand hills are thino.
They will not harm thee in thine earthly sloep'

Tor this poor stable thou host left a throno
Of heavenly beauty, and upon tby brow

vi auituu* auu ui ^riri is miuwu,

Aa earthly destiny is on thee now.
Ail ibou must bear tho burden of thy lot
A.'.lm alone' the world will know thoc not!

Im. »|>ej along This Bab# of Betblehein grow
lo manly stature, in tho huraMo hoiho

f Lis k>ad foster parents. 5)'o one knew
foe mystery of the mission ho bad coins

T > work in human guise. The uarpenter
Or Nazareth wan hie hire- though whispering

"Merest moaning sometime* on his ear

leil frotn eqvenotnod tongues a* if to wring
From pationt, honest poverty, its stay,
Ao>i cloud the <l««re»t HuiiMiiue on its way

but the forked tongue of tnulice oould impart
No pane' I r ;iu ku lips. loo. strange thinzs would

fall,
n.iel hut hit mother hop-led in her heart.
She pondered o'er ack word, aod shrined them all;

3'or. i»h for him, tile bitterest drops of acorn

il.nl been neclareou.s. Nor heeded the,
tk full treasure of her Spirit-horn,
iii« world # di.-trust, and cold uncharity
wo* h human mother, and her eje

^ipt, as marvelled at hi* destiny '

J -its began hit mission, and the land
W hi filled with strango astonishment and awe;

Though on no fiery tables did his hand
tn^rave the new commandment* of hit law,

Hi.- dropfiu«l them by the wayside, like the toed
Of flower# that fall to blots the wandorer's lot;

His priscnoe gladdened etery heart of need,
^ h ie dci ds of mystery by bis word were wrought;

ih« hand of palsy at bis touch grow strong.
lbs blind had sight.the dumb the roico of song

#

lh# youth of Sain were sadly hearing one
'n youth like them, a comrade, to his tomb ;4* *a# a widowed mother's only son,

last to. 'j liirht had rono out in rloom
1 roui that luna ui >urn< r s heart' Jesus drew near,
Uii eyelids moistened with compassion's dow,
'"i kindly laid hit hand upon the biov;
iuuo that electric touch started anow

Tne til. m wbi cU of Life thu Youth of Sain
a i.cw earthly lifo was born again!
vh crossed the lluler 'a threshold ono sweet bud
l!*d lain like a bright daw-drop on hit heart;
lit bud *iis bursting into womanhood
"d"rs his oyos, when, lo the Spoiler's dart

' the.I tbo young blossom. and its lifu-tide stilled.
tailed the " Sasarenu "

to hia aboda;' Uii whan ha touched thu hand that Death had
ktliid,

Warmly through every vein thu life blul>44owud
.d while the mm.ten looked on Cbiial and tinilod,Us lluler Mi it tho Saviour of hia child

'o .tood baaidi a grave in ftoihany,
'iroaning in spirit,1' for its shadow* fell

» ho loved and whooo warm sympathy"*4 ifton biu n potential to di*|iol
-rrows that 10 cloioly marked hia way;
I while tho weeping listen urged him tbera

" leave unbarred the dwelling of decay,A moment 11tied ha hi* eyea in prayor.And th*n ib,. dead a tiodlike sumtnoua gara.fo bis 8r-t resurrection fiom tba grave.

'oh are thu wondrous deeda that cluster round
fhy name, Redeemer of our fallea race,nUl the uivitic i sub lie was unbound,last hold ihae in Humanity's embrace'
.t sun was darkvnoO, and no atar arose

> Alo^a the Judiau hill tops, in tba hour
-at brought thine cattily wandering! to a close»ih alaiuiud thus.-hut the Uiant bad no power10 .ad h. victim thou did at read hia chain,u,alha Una o thy Deity again'

i

He
(i. B A I L E 1

The light* gleam brightly through «*ch green
wreathed pane;

Tho Cbriatmax garland* tell of juhilea
And crowd* arc thronging to tha oaorttd fanu
Upon thia eve of thy Nativity 1

But in mv ailunt chamber all alone
I ait, dear Jiovinur, now, and muse on thee,

And front thy Itcthlebcin birthplace follow on

Kach atop of that lone way to Calvary,
Whoro thou did'at nuffer for tho uufoigivon,
»_J J.. 1-- .L. i.: r II
/imi uic wj iiifluu uio u^iii^ uuun ui iiuaiuu
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THE LUNGS OF PATHS
No city in the world ha* its population so

densely packed together as Pari* Families
build and live one above the other, crowding
the towering houses ahove the narrow streets,
making these thoroughfares look a* if they
were dammed up, anl overflowing the sidewalk*Such a city, above all other*, requires
breathing places; and such Pari* baa to the
handi-onust eitont Whata contrast to our own.
where mean selfishness build* up every corn?**,
where Nature >* pared diwn and walled oot,v
«wod all 4ke crannies by wUioh fresh air can enteiarc carefully plaeterod over. I sometimes
think that a 'ittle despotism is not such a very
bad thing I think so when I see the poor
and much-abused workmen, surrounded by
wives and children, enjoying the fresh air and
Heaven's sunlight, in gardens, where all that
art can bring in rtatues, walks, fountains, and
terraces are theirs.snd remember the suffocatingfilth of New Vork. and the suffering
po>r of New York Yet I), telle uie that ttio

exp<nsis < f the last are greater in propnrt'on
than throe of Paris and the taxation infinitely
heavier. I eee Louie Napoleon widening streets,
and adorning gardens, all open to the people,
and wish very heartily, that he could he Kmperorof New York and Cincinnati long enough
to knock down whole squares in each, and
open gardens for rich and poor alike.

If you could only walk with me here some

sunny afternoon, you would realize what 1 tell
yoo Wo have our little rooms nearly at the
top of a population, I cannot say of how many,
and descending the winding grand stairway,
receive the humhle, delighted salutation of the
concierge, and we arc in the Place de la MadeleineThe afternoon is rare, sunny, warm, and
rapidly nearing to the end of the season. Ooe
voiture alone is on the stand, and the poor
horse of this gives unmistakable evidences of
being just off duty. Equipage after equipage
flashes by from Rue Tronohet, and you hear
the roar <>f the Boulevards Wo turn down
Hue Roya'.e towards Place de la Concorde, and
odge our way through the crowd that throng
the side walks, until we are at the place; and
here, wishing to er<>ss tho street, we most

pause, for all Paris is rushing by on wheals,
into the Boulevard, that, stretching, like a

main artery, or a great stream, up tbrougti
Paris, has its tributaries in the by-streets, alleys,and courts, which pour into it the crowds,
that, gathering in a mighty current, empties
itself into Place de la Concorde, and spreads
upon the avenue of the Chump Klyeees, and
far out into the Bois do Boulogne.
What a study, to stand upon the side walks, as

well as you arc able.for one is horribly knock
ed and shoved about.and lock at the mad life
whirling by! How furiously they drive, and
what a strange medley The gold and silver
tamily carriage of the wealthy bourgeois, clusteredall over with fat lackeys in gaudy liveries,is jo-tled agajpst by the common voiture,
hobbling along, with the fattest and coarsest of
drivers, and carrying a family of blouses
The subdued but aristocratic coach is passed
by an open renii-e in which :iro students, with
their tassel led caps, and never-lo-be forgotten
pities. And so they all rattle by, for their
afternoon s drive, in which they i»ro arrested
by no turnpike-gates, fcud choked up by no

dust. t«>r tnc wavs arc open v> an, anu ireu

from every nuisance.
A chance nj*»ning presents itself; in commonwith tifry others, wo start across the

street, and with numerous litsle ions and stops,
amid shouts of "gare," wo gain the opposite
side, and have space to breathe. We are in
Place de la Concorde, the wide open space betweenthe Tuileries and Champs Elyeecs, and
bord-ring on the river. The ejsit whoro once
the guillotine did its fearful work, hut now ornamentedwith columns, statues, and fountains,
superbly paved with stone, and at the moment
bathed in sunlight, tilled with merry citiiens
and rattling carriages, one can scarcely realizo
it* f. arful history. VVc turn from the Place in
the Gardens <f the Tuileries, through a bcaytifulgateway, ornamented on each *ide by
what seems masses ot marble ; but, oac(ofn-r
view of either, you make out a marble bt rse.

leaping, from some unknown reason, over a

huge, misshapen stump, and u;>on the hack of
vrKuiK4 it .1,1..,,

wutt-u uiiiuv/iu "inij f-ivn i» I1IUIU' W, WU", UWI

discomposed by horse or stump, blows a dinner
horn

Here we are, in the Gardens of the Tuileriee;and the first object that strikes you is &
column of water, that tosses its snowy mane
far up alewe the tree*, in the centre of the
long avenue that leads to the palace. Lot me
say here, that when we do attempt anything
at home, we are not to be outdone. I have seen
nothing hrre, in the way of a fountain, that
can compare to that glorious on* of the Park
in New York. There is one at Versailles,
which makes a slight appr ach, hut it exhibits
but an hour every three months, and fails in
itH resemblance, as did Paddy's account of the
Genesee', when coaxing us to ride out in his hack,
and look at the falls. Jiet like Niagara, yer
honors and ladies, harrm the water.' The next
object, and yet more striking, are the thousands
of children turned loose in this place. Here
they are, the rosy-laced merry hearted little
creatures How their tiny voices ring out in
laughter, as they roll their hoops, dance, or

tumble over each other! What a dear, delifliouasight! finer, as William Corry told me at
Niagara, than the great cataract as an object
of iuterest in this world.the people's gardens,
and the people's children in them, at play.
Perfectly at home, no restraint whatever, the
ouvrier smokes h s pipe, with his wife upon
his arm, po >rly clad, but scrupulously clean.
the bourgeois indulges in his cigar and journal,while the exquisite works of art.statues,
placed here and there.the greatest efforts of
departed genius were sale in this familiarity
which would lie so fatal. See that crowd of
boy* clambering upon tho base of Ori n, and
holding on and swinging round und»r bin
huge leg* I exjiect ulaiost to >e« tfiem cliinb
upon the Armed sentry, ho soletnuh pacer to
and fro, interrupting no one, yet seeing nil.
These children are generally in groups of

four or fire, under the care of one nurse, or

bonnf, as she is called, and from different laiuilies,who are sent here in pleasant weather, for
exercise and air. Such disposition of tho little
ones seems strange, and I hardly think ari

American mother could he found to consent to
such an arrangement. It is gissl for the children,I suppose, hut very had for the jsirents.
An instance connected with this disposal of
the younger troubles came under my notice
lately, that amused ine greatly. Nannetts,
the bonne of an acquaintance, a good natured,
chatty kittle woman, talking some Knglish in
a oonfused way, is in the habit of visiting our

rooms, and helping us with advice on all subjecte.One day. while rattling away, I heard
a plaintive female's voice in the court h«low;
and, going to the window, saw a poor woman,
W<th three children playing round her, neatly
dreeeed, while a babe slept in her urms, and
ahe piped away most dismally Nannctte,
who bad followed me to the window, suddenly
broke out in the most voluble French, in which
I could only distinguish th* favorite epithets
of' brigand," "thief," "pig, " Ac, and sud
denly she ran out, aud dir xUy I saw her attackingtho poor woman in mt vrhomently with
her tongue. She ended by seizing the three
children and dragging them to our apartmcnta,while she commenci d again.

"Behold, madam 1 sei. madam! 'he tli er,
the pig, the brigand ! You. inndam, raw Iter,

'l beg madam to remember the rotter, the

t

!~NA'
V , EDITOR AND P R O P R

WASHINGTOl
pig! " And here the French became so volable.'fcould not undei>t&.nd it but learned, afterwards,that the seeming hegear was in real
ity a bonne, employed to take care of these
poor children, and had put the representatives
of various families into use. by exhibiting the
little innocents as a di-tr»e«ed family.

To* the public ar" dedicated these gardens of
the Tuileriea.mi large, that the so-called Park
of New York would be li st in one corner of
them. Then, we have the Place de la Conoorde.capable of holding six square* of Philadelphia.at least. Adjoining the P'ace, are the
Champs F.lyecrs, yet larger, terminating in the
avenue that leads to the Arch of Triumph ,

and all, I should think, extending over a mile.
These arc on the Seine, and v»hen you add the
breadth of the river to these public grounds,
your readers may have some idea of the extent
of the breathing places in the very eentre of
Paris But this is not all We havo the gar-
aena or iue Luxembourg, wun me siaieiy pa- i

ace surrounded by extensive grounds rich in
noblest works of art, and richer yet iu histori-
cal associations. Kvery step one takes a name

ooBMM up that carriiK with it g volume <d mem-
ogles and feeling. In these shaded walks, to
"lb* music id th«--c same fountains, under the
marble, g*i"^ of. those ideet v-r»at*ona, what
comedies, what tr*agedie<-, *;aa beeu erected by j
the beautiful, the brave, the cowardly, the
mean.the poor slave and grasping power.all
sleeping in death hundreds of years ag >! In
our visit to the Luxembourg, quite alt of its
historic memories were thrown away ujion I).
In his fierce democracy, he affected to despise
all references to the bad, yet fascinating, Medicts,the busy Guise, or stupid Orleans He
considered them trash, and insisted on looking
a long while at the magnificent mIU du St not,
where in 1848 Louis Blanc held his socialist
meetings 01 workmen. This gentleman, 1). was
very enthusiastic over, pronouncing it a sublimespectacle.that presence of toiling thousands,collected in this aristocratic palace, to
hear from their great leader plans of amelioration,by which they might have sacred homes
and daily bread For my pirt, 1 am not quite
so enthused with the levelling system. I think
often of Kherson's illustration when ho said
that ' uniform oaso<t will do to hold spoons, hut
the marble statue must have its pedestal ''

B>idos these, we have the gardens of Calais
Royale, of Flantes, and public gardens and
squares without number, to say nothing of the
places of public resort outsido the city, that
ursvivl/t wanuiru U VoltiniA fx* T»m*U>>rlv

" - r- i ^

One thing strikes an American, possessed of
such tauten as lordly as old forests grow.and
that is, the barbarous manner in which Frenchmentreat nature. A tree, in the eye of a

Frenchman, is a thing to he cultivated, to be
trained, to be dressed ; and he goes abuit it iu
a perfect frenzy. First, he sawsotf all the limbs
he can reach ; then he scrapes the trunk, until
it resembles a barber's pole. This done, he
takes a surrey, and considers whether the tree
shall be of the Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, or Comiiositeorder of architecture; whether it shall
be a Chinese pagoda or a chateau.a dog kennelor a cathedral. This important point settled,he rushes at the devoted tree.he saws,

he chops, he clips with shears, and cute with
knives, until the tree disappears, and the creationis finished ; and then his expressive and
satisfactory phrase in, " trri gentit.'' The trees
in the grounds of the Tuilerie* look as if they
had started from the ground at military coin-

mano, aim wt'ro prepares »u unm-u upon j>««
in platoons

There in one city in the Union y ?t capable
of the most unlimited improvement* and that
is the city of Washington. 1 have, you know,
never ecen it in summer; but, from what I)
and other* tell me, I can reoognise what a

magnificent plaoe it must, vet ho. It ha* naturaladvantages, I am satisfied, no city in the
world oan exceed : the broad Potomac (lowing
no dr»*mily awav to the sea.a rivor I always
associate in my mind with Gen. Washington.
lull, calm, deep, and strong Hi- remain* sleep
upon its bank : the capital of our nation, hearinghi* name, looks on its waters; and so long
a* we have a love lor the godlike man, or tin
admiration for hi* de d*, wc should spare no
effort* to enrich and adorn the city which he
planned, and which i* rapi'My becoming o*soc'atedin our mind* with all that i* national
D. tells me that in the summer the inequalities
of hill arid dale and gontle slope of the ground*
about the Presidential man*ion, with glimpse*
of the sparkling Potoina i caught through vista*of green i*hs. present beauties unequalled
in public ground* here. When the water shall
have been brought into the city, a* now pro
posed, and fountains erected, pawing wi'h silverhoof* and tossing their snowy mane* in the
sunlight, above the green folia;*?. ar if rejoicing
in their freedom 1 think the 'iticworo sneer

wiil fade out at la*t. and our capita' recognised
to be in f.wct, what it i* capable of becoming,
the most beautiful city in the Union.

Every sunnv afternoon, immediately arter
dinner, we walk to tho garden* of the Tuilerie*,and selecting chairs near the military
band, that with tho fountains fill the air with
swoot sounds, dream away two hour iu listeningand gazing at the quiet, hapj thing*
around. I am told that-whiie Paris w. * in an

uproar of a revolution, the citizen- wen here
in nuuihets, with their wives and children .*o

strong is habit, so powerful the taste f«»r reei ation,in these gay Parisians. Oae afternoon,
while we were drinking in tho evening air, and
a* near positive enjoyment as positive quiet wiil
bring I heard a scream, and the next moment
w^s almost frightened to death, by being seized
miu ueunv crusnou iu umi »rnin ui 011

Ntrangcr. " Good heavens! Hell Smith, in this
y>*-.? Where did you drop from? In Pari*,
as ! live. 1 am bo glad When did you gen
here1 How long do you r>tay ? Can you *p»uk
French. yet?" wore words roared in my earn
When I could get the attacking party at sufficientdistance, 1 recognised our fl-ehy friend,
Mrs. .., of -

, wi*h her little, lamb-like
husband jieoriiig under her shoulder. We sai
down, and between pinched of muff 1 hod all
Europe done up. They had rushed through
1 tnlv. Hew through Germany, knew something
of Spain, pc«j 1 into Turkey, had a dm ant
idea of Russia; and, with no knowledge whateverof art. science, or language, had hcen
eh'-ated rohhod, abused, bored, and sickened to
death. ' Only think, dear Bell, when we came
over tho Alps in our own carriage, we had such
a time f,cm, (h.r husband.) where is that
stnopid courier ? We h »ve a courier, dear.
pretonds to speak English don't know a word,
stoopnl I believe he i» an emissary, or a thief
Well, as I tell you, I bought a oock "1 hat and
top-boots, to make hem look like Napoleon,
and study the picturesque.you krn>w one must

study something here, and not throw one's
money away. Well, we got along well enough,
till we cnni« to a lonely, dism.il place, where
the returioy told us to go to a certain place
in tho rock*, where Napoleon went and took a
view Well, we went, do you believe; it ws»
an awful placn; but I took the hat and boot
Hud Courier and I. and I dressed un noor hem
and hft him off on a rook, with urrn-i folded
hut, blo*e your dear heart, the lamb looked e*.

aetly like a ecareorow, and 1 liked to have died
with laughing. It wan no laughing matter,
though. H- II Coming back, we liked to have
lout our way.toll down awful place*.dear
I,ciii Hiiiaehed hie hat, bruku hi- w.i'ch, am)
lo.-t hi- pocket bo<>k, and our utoopid courier
fell down fifty time- arid tore hi- clothe-, -aid
ho waa hurt in the ktyurti. meant kneor.
Mean gooee, oan't -peak a word of Engli-h
Well, when we got hack, we found our carriage
had tiecn roblied by brigand-, and the vetoriny
tied, with hi- mouth lull of pebble- I don <

know what he kept the pebble- in hi- mouth
for ; hut everything w h gone.-all my ho-iutifulvelvet-, lacev.everything, dear, woe gone
The horttON, even, were gone they had been
cut looaa, and were run awa>. We had to wulk
mile- and inilea, till I thoi ght I xhouhl drop
Poor Lem, be )uat tainted twice, ' bight, and
our courier groaned over hi* key-net#, and ao
wo went aloog. like artiat*, -indent-, -ing>ng
women, and »uoh low people, till we got to u
town ; and lite courier took all toy jewelry, ami
i-tKir broken watch, ami came liack w.fh
only about thtriy dollar-.the mean lell w, I

HON
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believe h.> stole three fourth* We w**e charged
i'our price* at ti.e dirtv ion. Lad to get iti the
monneet part hi the diligence were nearly wffooat*d by some student*, who auioked and
tmrlledof garlic. At.what's the name of that
town ' .never mind, we were put in the thirdcaie,with no cover to them, and >t catne
on to ram.my, hut it did rain I thought dear
Lent would be washed away. Well, never

mind, it'ii all over now, and I'm glad ot it. It
wan a wonderful adventure. Not many can

nay they were robbed in the Alp*. by brigand*.
Lein, dear, where i« that courier? We can't
talk French, aud hed -n't know much English.
I must ray. Where do you afeiy, dear Bell''"

Por the National Kra.

THE SAXON SERF:
A TALK OF ENGLISH SLAVERY, IN THE

TWELFTH CENTi RY.

ItY HENRY WILLIAM HKRBKRT

CHAP. V- '

. As tbey sat in Englj»b« wood.
Under tb« groenwod* tfev,

Tbuy thought tbuy beard woman wapa,
UutLi i they uougbl uol »*».

AUlAM- It'll. \t
th* ua«4pr,li">^/,.i f hatlogsly at his

post, ai» it» a well-settled di*trioC und in "piping
limes ot peace," with no feudal enemies at hand,
and no outlaws in the vicinity, none at least so
numerous us to render any quarrel necessary,
except at* a matter ol dignity and decorum, the
two knights strolled down thasandy lanetoward
the village, or qu.irier of the serfs, who were
not admitted gem-taily to re-ido within the
walls, partly its a precaution, lost, in case of
some natioual nfl'ray, they might so far out
iiuiiiiici urn iiuiinttii uivu-tti brins aj u> ueoomo

dangerous, partly because they were not deemedfitting associates for the meanest of the
leudai servitor.-'
The twi> gentlemen in question were excellentspecimens of the Noitaun Baron of the

dny, without, however, Wing heroes or geniuses,or in any particular.except, perhaps, for
good temper and the lack of especial temptationtoward evil.superior to others of their
class, caste, and period. Neither of them was
in any respect u tyrant, individually cruel, or

intentionally an oppressor; hut both were, as

every one of oh is at this day, used to look at
things as we find them through our owo glasses,and to seek rather for what is the custom,
than for what is right, and therefore ought to
b?; for what it suits us, and is permitted to us

by law to do to others, than fur what wc should
desire others to do unto us

Reckless of life themselves, brought up from
their cradles to regard pain as a thing below
consideration, and death as one to be risked
daily, they were not like to pay much regard
to the mere physical sufferings of others, or to
net human lite at a value. such us to render it
worth the preserving, when great stake* were
to be won or lost on its hazard. Accustomed
to set their own lives on the die for the most
fantastic whim of honor, or a* the first call of
their feudal suzerains, act. unturned to see their
Norman vassals fall under shield, and deem
such death houorahle and joyous, at their own
slightest bidding, how should the) have thought
much of the lite, far more of tho physical or
mental sufferings of the Saxon serf, whom they
had found, on their arrival in their newly-oonipieredKngland, a thing debased below tho
value iu current coin of uu ox, a dog, or a war
burst).a thing, the taking ol whose life was

compensated by a trivial fine, and whom they
naturally cauvj to rogard as a dull/soulless,
inanimate, stunid, senseless animal, with the
passions only. hue without the intellect ol the
intin. Of the two baronn,>;L l^querrand de
Senile wan the aupchor, both iu intellect and
culture, be w»h id ea»y circumstances also,
while hit. far youuger friend, Str All eric de Mor-
temar. waseuibaria-sed by theretungus.'adorns,
a;.il by the imi-iftuftacjof relentless creditors,
which* often drives mou to do, as wed at to

suffer, extremes.
It wan no hardness of nature or cruelty of

dispoeition, therefore, which led either of these
noble men, for they were noble, not in birth
only, hut in sentiment and soul, according to
the notions of their age, w hich wero neoetsfca-

rily thui notions, and to the lights vouchsafed
to them, to speak concerning tho Snon serfs,
and act towards them, rather as if they wero
beast , of burden, worthy «>1 care, kindness snd
some degree of physiual consideration, rather
than like men, as themselves, endowed with
hearts to feel and souls to comprehend Had
they been other than tbey were, they had been
monsters, us it was, tbey were excellent men
a. men went then and go now. fully up to the
spirit ol tbeir own tunes, and to the strain of
morality and justice nudcistooJ thereby, butnot
one a nit above it. Therefore, Sir Knquerrundde Senli-, finding himself indebted for b'u
daoghtei s life to the hardihood and courage
of the Saxon serf, whom he regarded much as
he would have done lus charger or his hound,
desired, as a point of honor rather than of
gratitude, to secure to the serf an indemnityfrom toil, punishment, or want, during the rent
nf his Me. just as lie would have ass:gned a

sta'l, with free ruck and manger, to the superannuatedcharger, which had saved his own
life in battle or given the run of kitchen, buttery,and hall to the hound which had run the
foremost of his pack The sensibilities of the
Savon were as incomprehensible to him aH
those of tho ch irger or the staghound. and he
thought no in e of considering him in hi* <>.

eiul or family relatione, than the animals to
which, in some wort, he likened him

H<- would not, ;t ih true. if acked in a philosophicaltruth, whether tfxs lile of a Saxon serf
and of un Andiduieao charter worn equivalent,have replied in the affirmative, for he
w.is, accord ng to hit lights, a Christian, and
knew th it a Saxon had a soul to he aaved ; nor
would he have answered, that the oolt of the
high-bred mare, or the whelp of the generous
braoh, Nto -d exactly in the name relation as the
child of the serf to it* human parent; but use
had much deadened hi i jteroeptiona to the distinotion;and the impassive and stolid insensihilitvof the Samn race, imhruted and do.
gi 4 jed by ages of serfdom, caused him to overlookthe faint and rarely seen display* of humanncnsibUitiea, which would hare led him
lees to undervalue the sense and sentiment of
his helpless fellow-countryman. .An it was, he
would as aoon hare expected his favorite
charger or l»"-t brood mare to pine hopelessly,and grieve as one who eouid not he consoled,
at 1 .... 1,U.»»a.I ---* .J 11- ---

sn/wirawn IUIU rjfui iuy n.UJUJ'', IIVI<1

tiirr>»*.| nut to grmr it liberty forever iti a free
and fertile pa-?ure while its colt* should remainin life-long lamduge, as ho would have
supposed it |s*«Mo for the Soxon serf to ho
nHooted beyond oonsolation br the death, the
deportation, or th. disasters of his family.

Nor, again, did he regard liberty or servi-
tilde ui no abstract nonse, apart from ideo* of
incarceration, Pirture, or extreme privation, as

(groat and inhoront right or wrong. <

The serf owed him absolute service; the
free laborer, or village nor vice, in some sort,
lees absolute, his vassals, man-eervioe accordingto their degree. eith'T in the Held of daily
lalxir, the limiting field, or the battle field ho
himself owed service to hie suzerain his su-

zerain Pi the King It was all service, and the
difference was hut in the degree; and if the
service of the nerl was degraded, it was a usual,
a habitual degradation, to which, it might lie
pre-uimed, he was so well uncustomed that ho
felt it not, more than the oharger his dcuii-
pique, or tlio hawk bis hells and jesses; and,
ior the most part, he did not foe! it more nor

regret it nor know the lark of liberty, save as

connected with the absence of the fetters or
tho liwdi.
And this, indeed, is the great real evil of s!avery,wheresoever and under whatsoever form

it exists, that it is not more but lead hurtful P>
the slave than to the master, and that its ill
effect* are in much higher and more painful
degree intellectual than physical; that, while
it degrades ami lowers the inferior almost to
the level of mere brutes, through the conscious*
n »-s of degradation, the hI srnoc of all hope Pi
rise in the scale of manhood, and the lark of j
every sUtnulus P) ambition of ejpr»ion it hard-
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cn« the h*art and deadens th* sensibilities of
tho n»H-t»r. and render* htm. through, the1
Mrunmi power of circumstance and custom
blind to tho existence of wrongs, sufferings,
and sorrows. at tho ntoro narration of wbioh.
under a different phase of things, hie He J
would boil with indignation.

Suoh, then. wan. in some considerable degree
tho Htale of mind, arising from hahit and acquaintancewith the constitution of freedom
and slavery, intermingled everywhere in the
then world, anything to the contrary of which
thoy hod never seen nor even heard of. in which
the two Norman lords took their way down
the village street, if il could no be called, being
a mere handy track, passable only to hornemcn,or carta and vehicle* of the very rudest
construction; unarmed except with their hoavv
words, and wholly unattended, on an errand,

a* they intended, of liberality and mercy.
The quarter of the serfs of Sir Alberic de

Moriemar wan, for the most part, very superior
to the miserable collection of huhc liker to
dog houM?.* thaD to any human habitation,
wh ch generally oon-titutcd the dwellings of
this torlorn and miserable race; for the knight
was, as it has teen stated, an even-tempered
and good-natured, though commontil&ee muu
and Iteir.g endowed with rather an uncommon

lor order and taste for the pictnra>uue.ho cons* quent.y looked more than usua< to
the comfort of hit* serf*, hoth in allotting them
small plots of garden ground and orchards,
and in bestowing on th< in building materiaV
of superior quality and apjiearunce.All the huts, therefore, rudely framed of oak
beams, having the interstices filled in with a
cement of clay and ruddle, with thatched nw f*
and wooden lattices instead of windows, were
whole, and lor the most part weather-proofMany had made porches, covered with natural
wild runners, as the woodbine and sweet-briar;
all had made gardens in front, which they
might cultivate in their hours of leisure, when
the day's ta-k work should tie done, and which
displayed evidently enough, by their orderly or

slovenly culture, ttio character aud disposition
of their occupants.
The few men whom they met on their way,

mostly driving up beasts laden with tirowood
or forage to the cattle, for the day was not yet
far spent, nor the hours dovoted to toil well
nigh Hjs nt, wero hale, strong, sturdy varlets,
in good physical condition, strong-limbed, and
giving plentiful evidences in their appearance
of ample coat^o subsistence; they were well
droned, moreover, although in the plainest and
coarsest habiliments, made, for the most part.
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outward, or in some eases of cheap-hwft' leather,
their feet protected by olum-y home made s»ndaln.and their heads uncovered. save by the
thick and matted elf look* of their unkempt
and dingy hair.
They louted low as thoir lord passed them

by. but no gleam of recognition, much leas any
amile of respect!ul greeting, suoh as passes betweenthe honored superior and the valued
servant, played over their stolid, heavy countenances,begrimed for the most part with filth,
and hall-covered with dis rdercd hoards and
unshorn moustaches.

Neither in form, motion, nor attire, did they
show any symptom of rnisusiige; there were
no scars, as of the strifies, the stocks, or the
letters,on their bare arms and legs; they wore
in good physical condition, well-fed, warmly
lodged, sutfieiently clad.perhaps in the host
possible condition for the endurance of continuouslabor, and the performance of works
requiring strength and patience, rather than
agility or energetic exertion.

But no also wore the mules, oxen, or horses
which tbev wcro employed in driving, and
which in all these rosprcts were fully equal to
their drivers, while they had this m inifest sd
vantage over them, tbut they were rubbed down
and curricomhed, acd cleaned, and showed
their hides tcloisy and sleek, and their msnes
froi from scurf and burrs, which is lar more
than could be stated of their human o mportions,who looked for the most part lis if their
tanned and sw an complexion* were as innocent
of water, as were their beards and elf-looks of
brush or ourryconib.

In addition, however, to their grim and sordidaspect, and their evident igtiornnce or
carelessness of their base appearance, there
was a dud, sullen, dogged expression on all
thoir laces.a look not despairing, nor oven sorrowful,but perfectly impas-ivc, as if they had
nothing to hope lor, or re grot, or l'oar the look
of a caged hear, wearied and fattened out of
bin fierceness, not taniod, civilised, or controlled
by any human teaching
The stature ;mi hearing, even of the froahoinand noble Saxon, in tiday whon hin fair

iuie of Albion vv.is hi* own, and lie trod the
soil itn proud proprietor, bad never been remarkablef.»r itn beauty, grace, or dignity. He
.va*, for the moet part, abort, th> Vset, sturdylimbed,bull-necked, bullet-be.Jed; a man
framed more for hardihood, endurance obstinateresolve, indomitable patience to resist,
than for vivid energy, brilbant impulsive vigor,
or ardor, whether intellectual or physical; but
these men, though they neither lounged nor

lagged behind plodded along with a heavy
listless gait, their frowning I.rows turned earthward,their dull gray eves rolling beneath their
light lashes, meaningless and spiritless, and
the Name scowl on every gloomy face.
The younger women, a lew of w hom were

seen about the doors or gardens, busied m
churning butter, making cheese, or performing
other duties of the farm and dairy, were scmo
what more neatly, and, in some few oases, even

tastefully attired. Some were of rare beauty,
with a profusion of auburn, light brown, or
flaxen hair, bright ro-y complexions, large blue
eyes, and voluptuous figures; and thcue bore
certainly a more cheerful a*pect, as the nature
of woman is more hopeful than that of man,
and a more gentle mood than their fellows; yet
there were no songs enlivening their momenta
of rest or alleviatiog their hour* of toils.no
jests, no romping, as we are wont to we among
young girls of tender years occupied in the
lighter and more feminine occupations of agriculturallife.
Some one or two of those, indeed, erniled as

they curtsied to their lord, but the i-milo was

wan and somewhat sickly nor seemed to coins
from the heart; it gave noplcHMire, one would
Hay, to her who gave.no pleasure to him who
rooeived it.
The little childten, however, who tumbled

about in the duet, or built mud bom-en by the
puddle* in the road, were the saddest right of
all. Half naked, sturdy liml>ed, filthy little
savages, utterly untaught and untamed, scarcelycapable of making themselves understood,
even in their own rudo dialect; wild ey< d, and
fierce or Mullen looking om it might, Hubjeet to
no control or correction, receiving no education,no oulture whatsoever.not ro much even
aa the colt, which i« broken at leant to the
manage, or the hound-poppy, which in entered
a', the quarry which he iH to chase; ignorant
of every moral or divine truth.ignorant even
that each one of them was the possessor of a
mortal body, no more than an immortal houI !

Hut not a thought of these thing* ever crossedthe aiind of the Htately and puissant Norman*No impression tuoh as these which
must needs now strike homo to the eoul of
uvery obance )>.*h'.lder, had over been made on
their imagination!) hy the night of thinga,
which, re inn every day, they bad come to
Consider only an thin^n which were cuatomary,
and w-re therefore right and proper.not the
I-adoption even lo tbe rule, but the rule without
exception.
So differently, indeed, did the circunratanoes

above related atrike Sir Ktxpiertand de Sen I in,
that bo oven complimented hm friend on the
general comfort oi hia villeriage, and the admirableootid.torn of hia people, the air of capacityof hi* men, and the beauty of hia women,nay! be uornmeuted even upoo the plump
forma and brawny muenlea of tne young aav

ge*,who fl-d div< r»e from before their footatei#,shrieking and terrified at the lordly port
anu resounding nudes < f their masters, ae indicativeof their future atre/igih, and probable
vise aud stature.
And All»erio replied, laughing, "Aye! aye'

they are a stout and burly art of kouvie and
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good worker" on the main. The hinge* of the
took* are runted hard for want of nae, and the
whipping p--t ban n"t heard the oraek of the
U>ar'« hide the«e tw yearn or better; but then
I work them lightly and feed them roundly,
and I hod that they do me the more work for
it and the better; Ixwitlc* the f'K>d they oooHiiiaein all .4 their own producing. and I have
no one for it. They raiac me twice an mi oh
now a» I have u»e for, in this manner. Now I
work my folk but ten li >ur* to the day, and
give them meat, miik, and cheese, daily, and
have not H"ggod a man since Martinmas two
twelve-month*, and I have thrice the profit of
thent that my friend and neighbor, Reginald
Malt raver* has, though hi* tnralla toil fiom
matin to curfew, with three meager days to
the week, and the thong ever Hounding. It in
bad policy. I nay, to over-do the work or under-
do the feeding Bee.de*, poor devil* they have
not much fun in life, and if you fill their bel-
lie* you fill them with all the plAeure and
rtunvrntmrnt lKt*v him ^hyihMm nf Lnnvriiitr 1

But, InJd' here in Leofenoth'a hotne.the host i
cabin in .he qoarter as the owner in the host ]
man ..ct us go
"ArJ carry him a welcome cure for his

Hobo y Im)iip«, said Sir Knqucrrand, as they '

entered the little gate of a pretty garden,
which stretched from the door down to a reach
«f the winding stream, overshadowed by sere !
ral large and handsome willows ' By my
faith ! he must needs be a good man," resuunsd
the speaker." why, it is as neat as a Thane's
manor, and neater, too, than many I have
seen

But a" he sjioke, the shrill and doleful wail
of women came froiu the porch of the house '
" Ah well-a-uay an, well-a-day: that I should
live to see It. Soul of my soul, Leofeuoth my '

tirst bom and my best one.thou first borne in J

almost a corpse; and then, my darling and
my.oh! mv lair-haired Edgar a son dead of *
this doleful! Ah, well-a day! ah, well a day
Would God that I were dead also, most miserablethat I am of women! "

And then the manly of voice of Leofonoth '

replied but faint lor his wounds and wravering
for the loss of blood: "Wail not lor me, '
mother,'' he said. ' wail not for me, for I am '

strong yet, and like to live this many a day. '
until thy toils are ended, and then God to me

'

as seems him good Hut, above all, I say to
thee, wail not for Adhcinar the white-haired
His weakness and bis iunocenco are over, here
on earth. He has never known Ihd" collar, or
the gyves.has never felt how bitter and how
hard a thing it is to bo the slave of the best
earthly master! His dreain.his fever-dream
of life is over ; he is free from yoke and chain
he has awoken out of human servitude, to be '

the slavo of the everlasting God, whoso strict- ^
est slavery is perfect liberty and pcriect love."

Hot still the woman wailed."Ah, well-a- *

dav' ah well-a-ilav! would tlud that 1 wore

dead, most miserable of mothers that I am! " '
And the Norman barons stood unseen and

silent, smitten into dumbness buiorc the rogai
majesty of the slave's matfernal sorrow, per- ?

baps awakened to some dim vision ot the truth 1

whieh never hud dawned on them until thai
day, in the serf's quarter.

[csrvaioht skcuhso or thk acthob.]
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THE LEGAL TENURE OF SLAVERY.
LETTER VI. <

AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE NEVER LEGALIZED

To the friends of American Liberty: i

Tins devulopmt nt appears to have been the
turning poiut in the Parliamentary discussion,
f'he claim of legality a.id of "vented rights'
was silenced. The suppression of the traffic
was seen to bo inevitable, and the struggle,
thenceforward, was only for postponement
procrastination. The traffic, no longer accountedlegal, sisni lust its respectability, and
Parliament was compelled, by public sentiment.,to supptess it as a nuisance, a scandal
a crime again-t society. The notion that th<
African «li»vu trade wan once legal, and afterwardsliecamc illegal by act of Parliament, is
an error. It was long thought to he legal, jus'
as Slavery in Kngland was thought to he legal.
Hut in both cases, the error was detected, aim

the remedy applied.in the one caec, by tin
Court of King's Bench (as will !>e shown ii
the pr >per place) in the other, by uot of Parliament,as the suppression required the use ol

the naval force.
i. : » . ..... ft..,i Yi. Pia
lb in UU.OJT tU rcb llim nil. * ibk ry e%a v"i iwv n

his construction of the act of 23 George II, o

31. The language cm|>ln> o 1, instead of uu

thorizing the African slave trade, very plain
lv prohibited it under all its forms, and equal
ly su. whether the natives wete hunted down
and eeizod hy the trad'-rs, (an was commoulv
done) or purchased hy them of those who held
them as slaves or as captives ol war. Fore.
and violence" in both ca-rf'H were used, flu
act of George II, which forbade these, was, in
this aspect, equivalent to the condition in the

permit of Queen Elizabeth, which provided
that that the natives should not be carried oil
without their "free consent." The a*t of

George II was entitled, "An act lor regula
ting tho trade to Africa'.not, "An net for
authorizing tho Jnue trade."

It may he true, that those active in proctir
ing this enactment intended to iwe it foranhel-
ter to the slave trade. It may bo true, thai
members of Parliament, and even of the Roya1
Family, were interested in the traffic, and de
signed hy this net to stimulate ami encourag.
it It is admitted that, hy the guilty conni/ *

van.-e of those high in authority, tho act w{
for a long tune thus us-J, till the nation /rid
the courts took for granted tboyhgahtj tn thi
traffic B it all this does /fT>t alter tho fuct
T1 o act *peak* for iteejtrAnd it doe* n(»t an

thorite anytdave trade fy " for o and violence,"
hut t-xprcwdy forbid* It The *lave trader*
and their friend* did noN^are to attempt, ot

did not iuceeed in obtaining^fVyin Parliament

any different enactment. ** >

Thi* i* evident from the >ur*e of I'arli*ment,on the occasion already alluded to, and
afterward*. VN'o hear of no attempt hy Mr.
Hondo*, or any ono, to*et oiide Mr. Pitt'* coni
atruction o( the etatute of Cioorgo II. We hear
of no attempt to oite uny other act of Parlia
merit more favorable to the claim* o( the clave
tradet Up to that date (1787 or '88) it i* certain,therefore, that there wa- no act of Parli
ment authorizing the African clave trade, a* it
bad lieen actually carried on. And afttr that
date, wo know thcro w.i* no *uch enaotmeut
and no attempt to procurn any. The onlj
(juention wa* lhat of suppressing the truffle
and iri 1807 the mcaiufe wa* carried. Anc
certainly, it ha* not been legalized aiooe.
The entire hiatory of the African clave trade

under the Briti»h Hug, therefore, conoluoiveli
chow* that the traffic wa* never, at uny period,
a Upahztd oue, in any proper eenae uf tie
term.

There in one hintorioal incident which bar
contributed, perhape, to produce a contrary iui

predion. When the New Kngland Colonie*
with New Jeraey, Pennsylvania, and Virginia
petitioued the Britieh thr mo fur tho aboli liot
of the slave trade, the petition* were unbred
ed. When several of the Colonial (.egislatum
paced law* agaiict it, they wi re vetoed by the
Royal Governor*. In tlie original draft of thi
Declaration of Independence, by Mr. Jefferson,

in said that the British Monarch was " determinedto koep a mark*' where men should*!c
bought and sold'' Though Congress de-dine i

incorporating the statement in the list of the .

grievances. yet the main fact* are undersold
to he correct, (t has hence 1-een inferred that
the slave trade mis* have been legalised by tr».
British Government.
The inference is not warranted, and most

l>e set aside, becaus - it conflict* with the a

sertained fact. The most that can properly he
inferred is: (1.) That the slave trade was then
nijrpwd to he legal, though its illegality wanometwelve years afterwards established in the
House of Commons, hy Mr. Pitt (2 ) That the
R yal Governors, and perhaps their Sovereign I
were willing to shelter the slave trade. But
neither of these oould make the slavo trade
legal, or prove it to he so. A mistake concern

ng the law is not law. An unlawful inu>nt
jr design of a monarch is not law.

Wii.i.iam Goonr.i r..
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