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SPEECH OF HON. ANSON BURLINGAME,
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Jorxe 21, 1856.

Tiae Houre being i the Committes of the Whole an the
wiate of the Unpm

Mr. BURLINGAME said:

Mre Cuatemax: The House will bear witness
thst T have not pressed myself upon its deliber-
ations. I never before asked its indulgence, [
have assiled mo man; nor have I songht to
Lring reproach upon any man's State. But,
while suck has been my course, as well as the
course of my colleagues from Massachusetts,
upon this floor, certain members have seen fit
to asssil the State which we represent, not only
with words, but with blows. »

I remembrance of these things, and seizing

the lirst opportunity which has presented itself
for 1 long time, | stand here to-day *n say a
word for old Massachusetts—not that she needs
it: no, sir; for in all that constitutes true great
in all that pives abidiog strength—in
great qualities of head and Leart—in moral
power —in material prurerily——in intellectual
resparces und physical ability—by the general
judgment of mavkind, sccording to her popn-
Istion, she is the first State. There does not
live the man anywhere, who knows anything,
to whom praise of Massachusetts would not be
needless.  She is us far beyond that as she is
beyoud censure. Members here may sneer at
ber—they may praise her past at the expense
of her present: but I say, with a full convie-
tion of ita trath, thut Massachusetts, in her
wesent performances, is even greater than in
L-: post recollections. And when I have said
this, what more can | say?.

Sir, although I sm here as her youngest and
humblest member, yet, as her Represeatative, |
fe=l that | am the peer of any man upon this
floor. Occupying that kigh stand-point, with
modesty, but with firmoess, I casi down her
plove to the whole band of ber assailants.

She has been assailed in the House and out
of the House, at the other end of the Capitol,
amd at the other end of the avenue. There
have Leen brought against ber general charges
and specific charges. I am sorey to find at the
head of the ligt of her asszilsnts the President
of the United States, who uot ouly assaila Mas.
sachusetta, but the whole North. He defends
one section of the Union at the expense of the
other.  He declares that vue section bas ever
been mindfu! of ita constitutional obligations,
and that the other has nol.  He declares that,
il one section of our country were a foreign
country, the ather would have just cause of war
srwingt it.  Awnd 1o susiain these remarikable
declarstions, he goes iuto wn elaborate perver-
sion of bistory, such as that Virginia ceded her
lands ngainst the interests of the South, for the
beuefit of the North; when the truth is, she
exded her lands, as New York and other Stales
did, for the benelit of the whole country. She
grave her lnnds to Freedom, b zause she thought
Freedom was batter than Slavery—becanse it
was the policy of the times, and events have
vindicated that policy.

It is a perversion of history, when he says
that the lﬂrl‘il‘ll'_\f of the country has heen ac-
quired more for the. benefit of the North than
fur the South; he says that substantially.  Sir,
out of the territery thus sequired, five slave
Sistes, with a pledge for four more, and two
free States, have come into the Union: and

one of these, as we all kuow, fonght s way
through a compromise degeading to the North,

The North does not object to the acquisition
of territory, when it is desired, but she desires
that it shal! be free. I such a complexion had
been given to it, how different woald have been
the fortunes of the Republic to-day!  This may
be ascertained by comparing the progress of
Ohio with that of any slave State in the Missis-
sippi valley. It will appear more clearly hy
comparmg the free with the slave regions, |
bave not time 1o do more than to present a
yeneral picture,

Freedom and Slavery siarted together in the
grest race on this continent.  ln the very vear
the Pilerim Fathers landed on Plymouth Rock,
slaves landed in Virginia. Freedom bas gone
on, trampling down barbarism, and planting
Swtes—buildioe the symbols of ita faith by
every lake, und every river, until now the sons
of the Pilgrims stand by the shores of the Pa.
cific. Slavery bas also made its way toward
the setting sun. It has reached the Rio Grande
un the South ; and the groans of its vietims,
nnd the clank of its chaius, may be Leard as it
slowly ascends the Western tributaries of the
Mississippi viver.  Freedom has left the land
bespangled with free schools, and filled the
whole heavens with the shining towers of re
ligrion and civilization.  Slavery has left deso-
lation, iraorance, and death, in'its path. When
we look at these things ; when we see what the
country woull have been, had Freedom been
piven to the Territorics ;: when we think what
st would have been but for thia blight in the
bosom of the country; that the whole Sonth—
that fair land God has Llessed so much—would
huve been coversil with cities, and villages,
and railroads, and that in the country, in the
place of twenty-five millions of people, thirty-
tive millions would have hailed the rising morn
exaltiog in republican liberty—when we think
of these things, how must every honest man—
how must every wan with brains in his head,
or heart in his bosom —regret that the poliey
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It is a perve- waned. i
Presidese sunnaon of history, I say, when the
“ gpnesn intimates that the adoption of the
tonstitution abrogated the Ordinance of 1757,
It was recognised by the first Congress which
nssembled under the Constitution ; and it has
been sanctioned by nearly every President, from
Washington down. Itis a perversion of his-
tory when the President intimates that the Mis-
souri Compromise was made against the inter-
eqts of the South, and for the benefit of the
North. The truth—the unmistakable truth is,
that it was forced by the South on the North.
it received the almost united vote of the South.
It was claimed us 8 vietory of the South. The
men who voted for it were sustained in the
South ; and those who voted for it in the North
passed into oblivion; and though some of them
are physically alive to-day, they are as politi-
cally dead os are the President and his imme-
diate advisers. Not only has the President per-
verted history, but he has turned Miunnllist.
He has become the champion of sectionalism.
He makes the extraordinary declaration, that
il & State is refused admission into the Unicn
because her Constitution embraced Slavery as
au institution, then one section of the country
would of necessity be compelled to dissolve its
connection with the people of the other saction!
What does he mean? Does he mean to say that
there are traitors in the South? Does he mean
10 say, i they were voied down, that then they
ought not to submit? If he does, and if they
mean o back him in the declaration, then |
suy the quicker we try the strengih of this great
Government the better.  Not only bas he said
that, but wembers have said on this'floor, again
and again, that if the Fogitive Slave Law,
which hss nothing sacred about it—which 1
deem unconstitutional—which South Carolina
deems unconstitutional—if that law be repeal-
ed, that this Umon wiil then cease to exist.
Mr. KEITT. I wish to know from the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts, by what authority
he saye South Carolina holds the Fugitive Slave
Law to be unconstitutional ?
Mr. BURLINGAME. By the authority of the
Charleston ‘h{ctrrnry-
Taking paper from his ket, Mr. B.
read the following : Py
“ Of the setion of Massachuseizs in the shrogation of il
Fugitive Slave Law, we mave no complaint to make. It
was trom the first n miserable illusion | and worse, in fact,

fur it was mn iuinRSement upoa oue of The most e <hed
principles of the Constitution which provides that fug

Lves lalwor, * ?:n demand. shall be delivercd up.” Lt
gives no power 16 Congress 1o act by thic wifair. The wnth
dmont 10 the C tdes that * lhe powers

wot delegated to the United States are reserved 1o the
Hintes or (0 the people” The cluuse alove coulers no
power, but is the nxked declaration of a nght; and the
power, not being cwufrrred, results 1o the States n= ous o
dhe incidents ol soversigaly oo dear 1o be trusied 1o e
Genernl Governme .

“pur Seouathern members sirove for the passage ofathe
trw. and sirove hooestly ; but it shows the evils oi o
wsfcrignate comdinon, that in the argeney of our conte-:
wita an aggtesmve adversary, we lose the landmarks of
poncaple—io olitmn an dllnsive timnph, we peessed -
Giuvernmenl 10 assume & power ot confrrred by Lise -
strumest of (s crestion, and 1o estaolish o precodant by
winch, i ol wfter e, it will be anthoricord 10 asvine
whatever nght may have vo consutaiional vght o1 an-
forcement ; uid, weaned with <o many eforts 10 confine
e Goverwment 1o iis lumiis of legiimale powers, we ure

o have islanee rom I
) | be ae in her favor, we will sin-

mfldd:hi:]mht d ol tae C

That is my authority, but I do not wish to be
interrupted; I bave not time. I say that it is
not for the President and members on this tloor
to determine the life of thia Union; this Union

yuarier; and if

rests in the hearts of the American people, and
caunot be eradicated thence. Whenever any
person shall lift his hand to smite down this
Union, the people will subjugate him to Libert
and the Constitution. I do not wish to dwe
on the President, and what he has said. Not-
withstanding all this perversion of history—
notwithstanding his violated pledges—and not-
withstanding his warlike exploits at Greytown
and Lawrence—his servility has been repaid
with scorn. I am glad of it. The South was
right. When a man is false to the convictions
of his own heart and to Freedom, he cannot be
trusted with the delicate interests of Slavery. 1
cannot express the delight I feel in the poetic
justice that has been dome; but, at the same
time, I amn not unmindfal of the deep ingrati-
tude- that first lured him to ruin, and then de-
serted and left him alone to die. [Applause.]
If I were not too much of a Native American,
I would quote and apply to him the old Latin
words, “ De mortuis nil nisi bonum"—speak
nothing but good of the dead. I can almost
forgive him, considering his condition, the blis-
tering words he let fall upon us the other night,
when he went through the ordeal of ratifying
the nomination of James Buchanan. He said
that we had received nothing at the bands of
the Government, save its protection and its po-
litical blessings. We have not certainly re-
ceived any offices; and as for its protection
and political blessings, let the silence above the
graves of those who sleep in their bloody shrouds
in Kansas answer.

There have been general and specific chargres
made agninst old Massachusetts. The general
charge, when expressed in polite langnage, is,
that the has not been faithful to bher constitu-
tional obligations. T denyit. I call for proof.
[ ask when ? where? how? Isay, onthe contra-
ry,that from the time when this Government came
from the brains of her statesmen, and the un-
conquerable arms of her warriors, she has been
loyal to it.  In peace, she has added to it re-
nown ; sund in war, her sons have crowded the
wav 5, desth as 1o a festival. She has quench-
ed the firca of rebellion on her own soil without
Federal aid ; and when the banners of nullifica-
tion llew in the Southern nky.apeukinﬁt h
the lips of Webster, in Faneuil Hall, she
stood by Jackson and the Union. No man
speaking in her name—no mano wearing her
ermine, or clothed with her authority—ever did
anything, or said anything, or decided nnylhin‘;,
uot in accordance with her constitutional obli-
gations.  Yel, sir, the hand of the Federal Gov-
ernment has been laid heavily apon her,

That malignant spirit which has usurped this
Government, 1hruugE the negligence of the peo-
ple, too long has pursued her with rancor and
bitterness. Before its invidious legislation she
has seen her commerce perish, and ruin, like a
devastatiug live, sweep throngh her Geldsof indus-
try; bat, mnid all these things, Massachusetts
has always lified up her voice with unmurmur
ing devotion to the Union. She has heard the
Federal drum in her streets. She has protect-
ed the person of that most odious man—odious
both at the North and the South—the slave-
hunter. She has protected him when her soil
throbbed with indignation from the sea to the
New York line. Sir, the temples of justice there
have been clothed in chains, The Federal
courts in other States have been closed against
her, und her citizens have been imprisoned, and
she has had no redress.

Yet, notwithstanding all these things, Massa-
chusetts has always been faithful and loyal to
the Constitution. You may ask why, if she has
been so wronged, so insulted, has she been so
trae and faithiul to the Union? Sir, becanse
she knew, in her clear head, that these outrages
came not from the generous hewrts of the Amer-
ican pecple. She knew that, when Justice shonld
linally assume the reins of (Government. all
would be well. She knew that, when the Gov-
ernment ceased 1o foster the interests of Slavery
alone, her interasts wonld be regarded, and the
whale conntry be blessed. It was this high con-
stitutional hope that has always swayed the
head and heart of Massachuosetts, and which has
made her look out of the gloom of the present,
and anticipate a glorious future. So much in
relution to the general charge against Massa-
chusetts.

There are specifie charges, upon which I shall
dwell for « moment. One is, that she has or-
canized an * Emigrant Aid Society.” Did you
not tell Massachusetts that the people of Kan-
sas were to he left perfectly free to mould her
institutions as they thought heat? She knew,
and she told you, that your dootrine of squat-
ter sovereignty wad a delusion and & snare. She
opposed it s long as she could here; and when
she eould do it uo longer, she accepted the hat-
tle upon your pledge of fair play. She deter-
mined to make Kansas a free State. In this
high motive the Emigrant Aid Society had its
origin. Ita ohjects are iwo fold—Freedom for
Kansas and pecuniary reward. And it is so or-
ganized that pecuniary benett cannot flow to
stockholders, except through the prosperity of
those whom it side.  The idea of the society is
this : Lo take capital and place it in advance of
civilization; to take the elements of civilization,
the saw-mill, the church, the school-house, and
plant them in the wilderness, as an inducement
to the emigrant. It is a peaceful society. It
hus never urmed one man; it has never paid
one man’s passage to Kansas, It never nsked —
thongh I think it should have asked—the p~'; |
ieal sentiments of any man whpw 3" ““.-"\'{"fl'
wl 1o emigrate to Kangges Unw o nas assist-
S1G0,000, and it hagaeh oF- I‘_- Las inveated
perls to Kunsagde ~ ~onducied from Massachu-
of the the=y o irom twelve to fifieen hundred
T B or of her people.  Such is the Ewmi-
13 Aid Society, such is its origin, and such
s action. It is this Society, so just and legal
in its origin and its action, that has been made
the pretext for the most bitter assaults upon
Maasachuselts. Sir,it is Chnstianity orgzanized.

How have these legal and these proper mens-
ures been met by those who propose to muke
Kansas a slave State? The people of Massa-
chusetts would not complain, if the people who
differ from them should go there to seek a
peaceful solution of the conflicting questions.
But how have they been met? By traud and
viclence, by sackings, and burnings, and mur.
ders. Laws have been forced upon them, such
as-you have heard read to.day by the gentle-
man {rom Tudiana, | Mr. CovLrax,| so atrocious
that no man Las risen here to defend one single
one of them. Men have been placad over them
whom they never elected, and this day, as hsa
been stated by the gentleman from Indiana,
civil war rages from one end of Kansas to the
other. Men have been compelled to leave their
peaceful purspits, and starvation and death
stare them in the face, and yet the Government
stands idle—no, not idle; it gives ity mighty
arm to the side of the men who are trampling
down law and order there. The United States
troops have not been permitted to protect the
Free State men. When they have desired to
do so, they have Leen withdrawn. T cannot
enter into a detail of ail the facts. It is a fact
that war rages there today. Men kill egch
other at sight. All these things are known,
and nobody can deny them. All the Western

winds are hurdened with the news of them,
and they are substantiated equally by both
sides.

Has the Government no power to make
peace in Kansas, and to protect eitizens there
under the organic law of the Territory ? 1 ask,
in the name of old Massachusetts, if our honest
citizens who went to Kansas to build up homes
for themselves, and to secure the blessinga of
civilization, are not entitled to protection?
She throws the responsibility upon this Admin-
istration, and holds it accountable ; and so will
the pecple, st the polis, next November.

Another charge is, thatgMaseachusetts has
passed a personal liberty bill. Well, sir, | say
that Massachusetts, for her local legislation, is
not responsible to this House, or to any mem.
ber of it. I eay, sir, if her laws were as bad as
those strocious laws of Kansas, you can do
nothing with her, 1 say, if her statute-books,
instead of being filled with generous legisla-
tion—Ilegislation which ouglit to be interesting
to her sssailants, because it is in favor of the
idiotic and the blind—[laughter | —were filled,
like those of the Btate of Alabama, with laws
covering the State with wll.i?pi.n‘- keep-
ing half of her people in absolute slavery, and
nearly all of the other half in subjection to
I twenty-nine thousand slaveholders; if the slave-

holders themselves were not permittel to trade
with or teach their siaves, as they choose; if
.| ignorance were increasing faster the
uintion-—1 say, even then, you could not
anything bere with the local laws of Massa-
chusetts. 1 say, the presumption is, thet the
law, having been passed by a sovereign State,
is eopstitniional.  1f it is not constitoti
then, sie, whon the proper tribunal shall have
decided that question, what is there, I in
the history of Massach which will us
to believe that she will not abide by that result?

1 say, there is nothing in the hi of the State
of Missi 'uiw,u‘ of South Caroline, esrly or
recent, which makes Massachusetts desirous of

'J.Jnl:; Hall.

emulatiog their example. I, sir, agree with
the South Carolina authority I” have quoted
here in regard to the legislation of Massachu-
setts

8ir, my time is passing away, and I must has-
ten on. Massachusetts is the
guardian of the rights of her citizens, and of the
inhabitants within her border line. If her cit-
izens go beyond the line, into distant lands or
upon the ocean, then look to the Federal
arm for i But old Massachusetts is
the'State which is to secure to her citizens the
inestimable blessing of trial by jury and the
writ of habeas corpus. All these things must
come from her, and not from the Federal Gov-
ernment. I believe, with her great statesmen
and with her people, that the Fugitive Slave
Law is unconstitutional. Mr. Webster, as an
original question, thonght it was not constitu-
tionul ; Mr. Rantoul, a brilliant statesman of
Massachusetts, said the eame thing ; they both
thought that the clause of the Constitution was
addressed t the States. Mr. Webster bowed
tn the decision of the Supreme Court in the
Prigg case; Mr. Rantoul did not. Massachu-
setts believes it to be unconstitutional; but
whether it be constitutional or not, she means,
80 long as the Federal Government undertakes
to execute that law, that the Federal Gov-
ernment shall do it with its own instruments,
vile or otherwise. She says that no one
clothed with her authority shall do anything
to help in it, so long as the E‘ederal Government
undertakes to do it. Bat, sir, I pass from tkis.

I didintend to reply seriatim to all the attacks
which have been made upon the State, but I
have not half time enough. The gentleman
from Mississippi, [Mr. Bexxyert,] after enumer-
aling a great mm:iy_thingn he desired Massa-
chusetts to do, said, amongst other things, that
she must tear out of her statute-book this Eer—
sonal liberty law. When she had done that,
and a variety of other things too numerous to
mention, then he said “ the South would forgive
Mussachusetts.” The South forgive Massachu-
setts! Sir, forgiveness is an attribute of Di-
vinity. The South has it not. Sir, forgive-
ness is a higher quality than justice, even. The
South—I mean the Slave Power—cannot com-
prebend it. Sir, Massachusetts has already for-
given the South too many debts and too many
mnsults. If we should do all the things the gen-
tleman from Mississippi desired us to do, then
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. S:losrml
comes in, and insists that Massachusetts shal
do a greai variety of other things before the
South probably will forgive her. Among other
things, he desired that Massachusetts should
blot out the fact that General Hull, who surren-
dered Detroit, had his home in Massachusetts.
Why, no, sir; she does not desire even to do
that, for then she wonld have to blot out the fact
that his gallant son had his home there—that
gallant son who fell fighting for his country, in
the same war, at Lundy's Lane—that great bat.
tle, where Colonel Miller, a Massachusetts man
by adoption, when asked if he could storm cer-
tain heights, replied, in a modest Massachusetts
manner, “I will try, sir.” He stormed the
ights.

he gentleman desires, also, that we should
blot out the history of the connection of Massa-
chusetts with the last war, Oh, no! She cannot
do that. She cannot so dim the lustre of the
American arms. She cannot 8o wrong the Re-
public. Where, then, would be your great sea-
fights ? Where, then, wonld be the glory of
“ 0l Ironsides,” whose scuppers ran red with
Massachnsetta blood ? Where, then, would be
the history of the ddring of those brave fisher-
men, who swarmed from all her bays and all her
ports, aweeping the enemy's commerce from
the most distant seas? Ah, sir! she cannot
afford to blot out that history. You, sir, cannot
afford to let her do it—no, not even the South.
She sustained herself in the last war; she paid
her own expenses, and has not yet been paid
entirely from the Treasury of the nation. The
enemy hovered on her coast with his ships, as
numerous, almost, as the stars, He looked on
that warlike land, and the memory of the olden
time came back upon him. He remembered
how, more than forty years before, he bad trodden
on that so0il; he remembered how vanntingly he
invaded it, and how speedily he leftit. He turned
his glasses towards it, and beheld its people
rushing from the mountains to the sea to de-
tend it; and he dared not attack it, Its capi-
tal stood in the salt sea spray, yet he could not
take it. He sailed south, where there was an-
other capital, not far from where we now stand,
forty mikes from the ses. A fow staggering,
worn-out sailors and scldiers came here. They
took it. How it was defended, let the herces
of Bladensburg unswer! [Laughter.]
Sir, the gentleman from Bouth Carolina | Mr.
Kerrr] made a speech; and if 1 may be sallow-
ed to coin a word, I will say it had more cantan-
kevosity in it than any speech I ever heard on
this floor. [Henewed launghter.] It was cer-
tainly very eloquent in some portions—very
eloquent indeed, for the gentleman has indis-
putably an eloquent' utterance and an eloquent
temperament. I do not wish to criticize it
much, but it opens in the most extraordi
manner with a “weird torchligh ~,™" = <)
he introduces a dend ma--> 0F.7at,” and then
izes him, and pus fric -0 and then he galvan-
he mylens 44~ ¢ 8 him in that chair, and then

ats him “ point kis cold finger” around

Why, it almost frightens me to al
lude to it. And then he turns it into a theatre,
and then he changes or fransmogrifies the
gentleman from Indiana, |Mr. CoLrsig,] who
has just spoken, into a snake, and makes him
“ wriggle up to the footlights;” and then he
Elrs:s the snake hands, and then “ mailed

ands,” and with one of them he throws off
Cuba, and with the other clutches all the Cana.
das. Then he has men with *glozing mouths,”
and they are “singing gmlms through their
noses,” and are moving down upon the Sonth
“like an army with banners.” Frightful—is
it not? He talks about rotting on dead seas.
He calls our party at oue time a “toad,” and
then he calls it a *lizard;"” “ and more, which
e’en to mention would be unlawful.” Sir, his
rhetoric seems to have the St. Vitus's dance.
{ Laughter.] He mingles metaphors in such a
manner 58 would delight the most extravagant
Milesian.

Bat I pass from his logic and his rhetoric,
and also over some historical mistakes, much of
the same nature as those made by the Presi-
dent, which I have already pointed out, and
come to some of his sentences, in which terrific
questions and snswers explode. He answers,
hotly and tauntingly, that the South wants
none of our vagabond philanthropy. Sir, when
the yellow pestilence fluttered its winga orer
the goulhern States, and when Massachusetts
poured out her treasures to a greater extent in
groportion to her population than any other
) y wis that vagabond philanthropy? 1 ask
the people of Virginig gnd Louisiana?

But, sir, the gentleman was most teadar gnd
most plaintive when he described the starving
operatives. Why, sir, the eloquence was most
overwhelming upon some of my colleagues. 1
thought I saw the iron face of our Speaker
soften a litile, whep he listened to the unexpect-
ed sympathy of the gentleman with the hard-
ships of his early life. Sir, he was an opera:
tive from boyhood to manhood—and s good
one, too. Ah, sir, he did not appreciate, as he
tasted the sweet bread of honest toil, his sad
condition; he did not think, as he stood in the
music of the machinery which came from his
cunning hand, how much better it would have
been for him, had he been born.a slave, [laugh-
ter,] and put under the gentleman from South
Carolina—a kind master, a¢ I have no doubt he
is—where he would have been well fed and
clothed, and would have known none of the
trials which doubtless met him on every hand,
How happy he would bave been, if, instead of
being a M husetts operative, he had been
a slave in South Carolina, fattening, singing,
and dancing, upon the banks of some Southern
river. [Great laughter. ]

Sir, if the gentleman will go to my district,
and look nmlhue operatives and mechanics
if he will | upon some of those beautiful
models which cowme from their brains and hands,
and which from time to time lesp upon the wa.
ters of the Atlantic, out-flying all other clip-
pers, bringing home wealth and victory with 4!l
the winds of heaven, he might have reason to
ch.np Lis "ia“- Lethim Bo there ‘“d, even
afier all he said, he msy speak to those men,
and convifice them, if he can, of their slarving
mlhhon. I will guaranty his personal nafe'ty.
I balieve the people of Massachusetts would
rull-fﬂlﬂl their llﬁll‘l'l_ blood to protect even

im in the right of freedom of speech; and that
ig 88 8 great deal, after maﬂm bss hap

let him go to the great county of
. that bee-hive of operatives and Abo-
litionists, as it has been ~—and he will find

the annual product of that county er, in
proportion to the nh_hon.thm or'“y
other equal on in the world, as will be

to a recent h of ex-
m Boutwell, of our Sl&te.?“Tche u::t.

et

county, I believe, jn respect Lo the amount of i

ucts in ion to population, is away
g:‘iin Vermo:t.m P‘é‘;' let th; go and look at
these men—these Abolitionists, who, we are
told, meddle with everybody’s business but théir
own. They certainly take time enough to at-
tend to their own business, to accomplish these
results which I have named.

The gentleman broke out'in an exceedingly
explosive question, something like this: I do
not know if my memory can do justice to the
language of the
thing like this: “Did not the South, equally

battles?”” 1 answer plainly, No, sir, she did
not; she did not. Sir, Massachusetts furnish-
ed more men in the Revolution than the whole
South put together, and more by ten-fold than
South Carolina. I am not including, of course,
the militian—the conjectured militia farnished
by that State. There is no proof that they were
ever engaged in any battle. I mean the regu-
lars; and I say that Massachusetts furnished
more than ten times a8 many men as South
Carolina. T say, on the authority of a standard
historian, once & member of this House, (Mr.
Sabine, in his history of the Loyalists,) that
more New England men now lie buried in the
soil of South Carolina, than there wererof South
Carolinians, who left their State to fight the
battles of the country. I say, when General
Lineoln was defending Charleston, he was com-
pelled to give up its defence, becanse the peo-
ple of that city would not fight. When General
Greene, that Rhode Island hlacksmith, took
commend of the Southern army, South Caro-
lina had not & Federal soldier in the field; and
the people of that State would not farnish sup-
plies to his army; while the British army in
the State were furnished with supplies almost
exclusively from the people of South Carolina.
While the American army could not be recruii-
ed, the ranks of the British army were rapidly
filled from that State.

The British post of Ninety Six was garrison-
ed almost exclusively from South Carolina.
Rawdon's reserve corps was made up almost
entirely by South Carolinians. Of the eight
hundred prisoners who were taken at the battle
of King’s Mountain—of which we have heard
80 much—seven hundred of them were South-
ern Tories. The Maryland men gained the
laurels of the Cowpens. Kentuckians, Virgin-
ians, and North Carolinians, gained the battle
of King's Mountain. Few South Carolinians
fought in the battles of Eutaw, Guilford, &c.
They were chiefly fought by men out of South
Carolina; and they would have won greater
fame and brighter fnursl.n, if they had not been
opposed chiefly by the citizens of the soil,
Well might the British commander boast that
he_had reduced South Carolina into allegiance.
But, sir, I will not proceed further with this
history, out of regard for the fame of our com-
mon country; out of regard for the patriots—
the Sumters, the Marions, the Rutledges, the
Pinckueys, the Haynes—troer patriots, if pos-
sible, than those of any other Btate. Out of
regard for these men, I will not quote from a
letter of the patriot (Governor Mathews to Gen-
eral Greene, in which he complains of the self-
ishness and utter imbecility of a great portion
of the people of South Carolina.

But, Mr. Chairman,’all these assanlts upon
the State of Massachusetts sink into insignifi-
cance, compared with the one I am about to
mention. On the 19th of May, it was an-
nounced that Mr. Svnxer would address the
Senate upon the Kansas question. The floor
of the Senate, the galleries, and avenues lead-
ing thereto, were thronged with an expectant
audience ; and many of us left our places in
this Mouse, to hear the Massachusetts orator.
To say that we were delighted with the speech
we heard, would but faintly express the deep
emotions of our hearts awakened by it. I need
not speak of the classic purity of its language,
nor of the nobility of ils sentiments, ft was
heard by many; it has been read by millions,
There bas been no such speech made in the
Senate since the days when those Titans of
American eloquence—the Websters and the
Haynes—contended with each other for mas-

tery.

Iyt was severe, because it was launched
against tyranny. It was severe as Chatham
wag severe when he defended the feeble colo-
nies against the giant oppression of the mother
country. It was made in the face of a hostile
Senate, It continued through the greater por-
tion of two days; and yet, during that time, the
speaker was not once called to order. This fact
is conclusive a1 to the personal and parlia-
mentary decorum of the gpeech. He had prov-
ocation enough. His State had been called
hypocritieal. ~ He himself had been called “ a
puppy,” “a fool,” “a fanatic,” and “a dishon-
est man.” Yet he was parliamentary from the
beginning to the end of his speech. No man
knew better than he did the proprieties of the
place, for he had always ohserved them. No
man knew better than he did parliamentary
law, because he had made it the study of his

"hu"‘gaf‘:'hr.’('nwom ot ‘the Congttitution, turning
every way, guarding all the avenues of the Sen-
ate. But he was not thinking of these things; he
was not thinking then of the privileges of the
Senate nor of the guarantees of the Constitu-
tion ; he was there to denounce tyranny and
crime, and he did it. He was there to speak
for the rights of an empire, and he did it, brave-
ly and grandly.
So much for the occasion of the speech. A
word, and ] shall be pardoned, about the speak-
er himself. Ife is my friend ; for many and
many a year I have looked to him for guidance
and light, and I never looked in vain. He
never had a personal enemy in his life; his
character is as pure as the snow that falls on
Lis native hills ; his heart overflows with kind-
ness for every 1lnain;.g having the upright form
of man; he is & ripe scholar, a chivalne gea-
tleman, and a warm-hearted, true friend. He
sat at the feet of Channing, and drank in the
sentiments of that noble soul. He hathed in
the learning and undying love of the great
jurist, Story ; and the hand of Jackson, with its
onors and it oﬁice:‘lmght him early in life,
but he shrank from them with instinctive mod-
esty. Sir, he is the pride of Massachusetts,
His mother Commonwealth found him adornjng
tize hizhest walks of literature and law, and she
bade iim go and che somewhat the rough
character of political life. The pecple of Mas-
sachusetts—the old, and the young, and the
middle-aged—now pay their full homage to the
beauty of his public and private character.
Such is CrirLes SuMNER.

On the 22d darof%l. , when the Senate and
the House hiad clothe Liemseivea in mourning
for a brother fallen in the of iife in tue
distant State of Missouri, the Senator from
Massachusetts sat in the silence_of the Senate
Chamber, engaged in the employments apper-
taining to his office, when a member from thia
House, who had taken an oath to sustain the
Constitution, stoie into the Senate, that place
which had hitherto been held facred sgeinsg
viclence, and smote him as Cain smote his
brother.

Mr. KEITT, (in his seat.) That is false.

Mr, BURLINGAME. I will not bandy epi-
thets with the gentleman. I am responsible
for my own language, Doubtless he is respan-
sible for his.

Mr. EEITT. Iam.

Mr. BURLINGAME. I shall stand by mine.

One blow was enough ; but it did not satiste
the wrath of|that spirit which had pursued him
through two days. Again and again, quicker
and faster fell the leaden blows, until he was
torn away from his victim, when the Senator
from Masgachuseits fell in the arms of his
friends, and his blood ran down on the Senate
fioor. Sir, the act was brief, and my com-
ments on it shall be brief also. I denounce it
in the name of the Constitation it violated. I
denounce it in the name of the sovereignty of
Massachusetis, which was stricken down by the
blow. [denounce it in the nae of civilization
which it ouun?nﬂ. I denounce it in the name
raicnag L4 w v

air play which bullies and pri re-
spect. What! strike a mmﬁlf. is pin-
ioned—when he cannot regpond to s blow!|
Call you that clxinlr&? In wﬁ: code of honor
did you get your authority for that? I do not
believe that member has a friend so dear who
& spgrk of that chivalry and gallantry attribu-

ted to him, must logthe and scorn the act. God
knows, I do not wish to i i

it was going on, but, when it was over, approved

. Another was not on good terms ; and

gentleman, but it was some-i rumor be true, that Senator has doe["‘le&
himsell and family are more indebted to

with the North, bare her forehead to the god of | Sumner than to any other man; yet, when - ¢

denounce it in the name of that |

the act. And worse: when he had time to :n-'l. '

when he bad slept on it, he went into the Si1-
ate Chamber of the United States, and shock 4

the sensibilities of the world by approving t-

Another Senator did not take part because Fe
feared his molives might be questioned, exhitt-
ing as extraordinary a delicacy as that individval
who refused torescueadrowning mortal, becau s
: he had not been introduced to him. [Laughfe; *

saw him boroe bleeding by, he turned and #¢

Oh, prudent Doveras! Oh, audacions Tooyis
Sir, there are questions srising out of &7
which far transcend those of a mere persor i
nature. Of those personal considerations |
shall speak, when the question comes propevly
before us, if I am permitted to do so. Tye
higher question involves the very existence »f
the Government itself, If, sir, freedom pf
8| h is not to remain to us, what is all (s
overnment worth? If' we from Massachuseirs,
or any other State—Senators, or members of
the House—are to be called to account by
“ggllant nephew” of some “‘gallant uncle,”
when we utter something which does no: suit
their sensitive natures, we desire to know®it.. 4f
the conflict is to be transferred from this peace-
ful intellectual field, to one where, it is said,
“honors are easy and responsibilities equal
then we desire to know it. Massachusetts, if
ber sons and representalives are to have tle
rod held over them, if these things are to cou-
tinue, the time msy come—though she uttérs
no threats—when she may be called upon {o
withdraw them to her own bosom, wheri lﬁ
can furnish to them that protection which is nd
vouchsafed to them under the flag of their cony-
mon country. Bat, while she permits us io re-
main, we shall do our daty—our whole dut
We shall s whatever we choose to sped
when we will, where we will, and how we wil}
re, less of all consequences, :
ir, the sons of Massachusetts are educate]
at the koees of their mothers, in the doctrines
of peace and good will, and, God knows, they
desire to cultivate those feelings—feelings «
social kindoess, and public kinduess. Thp
House will bear witness that we have nol vie
lated or trespassed upon any of them; but, sif,
if we are pushed too long and too far, there ar»
men from the old Commonwealth of Massachi®
setts who will not shrink from a defence of
freedom of speech, and the honored State thes
represent, on any field where they may b?
assailed, :

KANSAS AFFAIRS, I

SPEECH OF HON. JAMES MEACHAM
Of Vermont, -

.
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,*
Aruin 30, 1856, 1 g

The Houze lwing in the Commiitee of the Whole on the
state of the Union—

Mr. MEACHAM said : ’

mittee at this time, I cannot fail to be rémind:
ed that you® and I have been here togother ba,
fore; nor ean I fail to recall the scenes througl:
which we passed six years since. Then, 4

Territories of this Union; and I believe there
was a great deal more animosity on the suljjeci.
than there is even now. The Territories viers-
different, but the same principles lay at the.
hottom of the agitation then and now. Tims
has passed on, and dealt far more kindly with
you than with me; and upon your healthy ‘und®
joyous countenance there are fewer marks ot
the plough-share, and far fewer furrows upor-
your brow than upon mine,
reminded that there are now only about fifleen
men here who were together then. 1 have said,
sir, that the principles which we were agitating
at that time—although in relation to different

agitating now. And you will recognise the fact
that probably never, in the his of the world,-
has there been nfitntion in relation to Territo-_
ries 8o rich, so large, so fertile, and in their
anticipated destiniea so prosperous,
then and now under consideration.

re many things of importance”
It was so in reading the last Presidential mies-
sage. There are eightoon columna of the Cons

discussed in ten gcolumns our conditior as
to war and peace, the army, and the navy, and
the revenue, and the tariff, and the public lands,
and then he has gone abroad and discussed our
foreign relations. And after he bad gone ove#
the whole American continent, and gone abrend
over the rest of the world, he comes home, &£nd

South. Kight mortal colnmns of the Congres-
sional Globe are devoted to the agitation of
Slavery; and throughout the whole he lays the ;
entire blame upon the North, and excuses in
gvery respect, and in every possible way, the
South !

Now, remember by whom that is done. Itis
done by a President whose nomination was
made at Baltimore, where the party was pledged
that the man coming into power should rot
agitate the subject of Blavery, and should not
omote sectional agitation. The President
imself came out in a speech, and promised the
same thing. He came ont afterwards jn his in-
angural, and re the pledge over and over
ain. It wns repeated again through the votes
which he got in this House. After all that,
there stands the eight colamns of agitatién.
And | venture to say—and I say candidly and
honestly—that, of all the gbolition documents
that ever I read, I never read eight columns
better calculated to promote eectional agitatibn
than these eight colummns of the President’s
m . No such thing can be found in any
otker official document of the United States,
One of the points which the President makes
is the ag; ton inflicted on the South by the
North. I will read sn extract from the mes-

e:
“g‘lt. is impossible to present this subject as
truth and the occasion require, without noticing
tha reiterated bpt groundless allegation, that
the South has persistently asserted claims and
obtained advantages in the practical adminis-
tration of the General Government, to the pre-
judice of the North, and in which the latter has
acquiesced—that is, the Siates, which either
promote or tolerate attacks on the rights of
persqus ang of property in other States, to dis-
guise their own ;Tnlt.im, or imagine,
and constantly aver, that they, whose constitu-
tional rights are thus systematically asssiled,
are themselves the aggressors. At the present
time, this imputed aggression, resting, as it
does, only in the vague, declamatory charges
of politjcal agitators, resolves itself into misap-
ension, or misinterpretation, of the princi-
ples and facts of the political ization of
the new Territories of the United ¥ -
wl[‘:.[:i}lmhsm then proceeded to exhibif a
map of Texas, to show what portion of

the Territory was given to Fyeedom, and what

to Slavery.] i
Where i8 now (said he) the territory which
was then declared free? It has been given over
to New Mexico and Kansas, with the permis-
sion to fill it with Slayery if they please. There
[indicating it on the map] ia the southern bourd-
ary of and that has gone into Kansag
with the permission to fill that with slaves, Th
only portion of free territory which remains
luthst}'ermmhr:miil ,n]:.:ﬂ'thtf little r;d.
potch. Itisa a of longitude
in ludz&,mdiﬁ" ad of latitude in width.,
That is what mm’ﬁauis the
made to us, and there is the manner in which
it is kept. That little of territory is all
we have to show that the free States were ever
ised in the distribution. There was once,
23 you will remember from reading P ;

&

on the other side. Ob, magnanimous SLingr. |

Mr. Caatnmax: In riging to address the Com,”

now, there was an agitation in regard to the

I cannot bui be

Territories—were the same as those we ares

o tpery

We often, in reading a book, find out on l:‘
5P

which we hsm over in the first reading, ;¢

{ as they tﬂm§ their way through the wilderness,

devotes eight columns out of eighteen in refer:

life. No man saw more cleas] WM gem_malm to the controversy between the No+h and ’

;| 3alf century by acts of Congress,

~ihe goes limping,

1x | TDE tou

and ratified by their children. But there was
something promised in the place of that line.
What was it? It was that the people in Kan-
sas should have the right to govern themselves.
And the great struggle is, at the nt hour,
not whether we will restore the Missouri Com-

romise, but whether they will keep the prom-
1se made, when that Compromise was abroga-
ted, to the ear, and break it to the hope!

A year before the Nebraska and Kansas bill
was passed, another bill was 1 by this
House for the organization of this Territory;
and 1 believe it gave joy throughout the whole
land. It contained no provision in it for the
abrogation of any compromise, It stood be-
fore ua as free territory, and cmigrants said,
“We will go to that Territory, the inheritance
of our fathers, and we will keep it free. We
will go there fearless of any encroachment npon
the part of Slavery; we will go there and en-
joy a free State.” But another year came, and
another bill came slong with it. That bill
promised that every man who went there should
go there upon an equality with every other man,
80 far as political rights were concerved.

Now, sir, all the new territories settled by the
Old World were settled in masses; men did not
go out singly from their homes. It was 8o in
the seitlements made in this country. Such
wag the fact in the settlement of Virginia, of
South Carolina, of Connecticut, of Massachu-
setts.

But, sir, we hear a great dea! of complaint in
these days about emigration aid societies. Now,
suppose that here is a company of men coming
from London to Plymouth.  Suppose a hundred
men were to come, and you see a man rashing
to the King, breathless, exclaiming,  Why, men
are emigrating here in masses!” “Well, what
of it?"” “Why, they have no right to come
here in masses. Let every man row his own
boat. Let them come singly, and I will not
object, but here they come in whole ship-loads.”

Well, sir, there was an emigrant aid society
for the encouragement of the Plymouth colony.
Every man who came to Plymoutk Rock mort-

ged his services for ten years, in order that

e might have his expenses paid, and an allow-
ance for his support after he arrived.

And the same thing might be said in respect
to the emigrants from Greece to Asia Minor,
Jtaly, and Sicily. Those who emigrated were
reverally persons composing a minority, who,

aving n defeated in their political strug-
gles, did not eare to be taunted with it: and
hence they preferred going to a foreirn country.
But they were in a different situation in some
respects. They went cat without law—inde-
pendent of law—with the rizht to make their
own lawse, But there was another thing in re-
gard to these emigrant aid societies: those who
stayed at home were bound to pay the expenses
of those who went abroad. This was just as

uch a settled law in that communily as any
other law that ever existed there.

There was another emigation which, in one
respect, and only one, bears a resemblance to
those who are now going Weat. There was a
body of men who went out from a certain coun-
try for the purpose of going to the land of
I'reedom. That was their professed mission.
Well, sir, they obtained permission to go; and
on a certain night, by the Lelp of emigrant
aid societies, they started. ~ On that night
there were three millions of people started out
from FEgypt. There were among them six hun-
dred thousaud men capable ol bearing arms,
But Pharoah said that was too mnch. These
men were emigrating in too large masses, and
he started out afier them—noct to control them
at the ballot box, but to hinder them from go-
ing. Baut he did not hinder them. They start-
ed out for the promised land, not one fifth part
of the distance to Kansas, but they did not go
directly there. In the course of two years,
bowever, they came to a river, which only sep-
arated them from the promised land. They
were not, however, fit to enter, and they turn-
ed back into the wilderness; and, afier thirty.
eight years, these six hundred thousand men,
capable of bearing arms, again arrived at the
promised land; they crossed the river, and
Freedom was theirs, They were then trained
men—every man trained to his place.

There is & body of men-—nb going out of
Egypt—but from the Northern country to the
Weat. They are not going there armed. They
are in practice unacquainted with arms; but
they will have their training if it be necessary.
They will break the depths of the forest gloom

and the wilderness will shake beneath their

ressional Giobe ocenpied in it. The Pmnid.enlt-%. tread, because it will be the tread of a host of

freemen. Bat there will be no going back,
Well, we are told that Northern men have
always backed out, and that they will back out
on this occasion. No, sir; we have rot where
we cannot back out. Why taunt the men who
hald for the right of the admission of Kansas
Mnto the Uunion, as men lacking courage and
high patriotic spirit? They are descenaants of
men, always earnest in the cause of Free-
Gom: ~Heman Alldege-ene of the Repreiant:
 atives of Vermont, showed himsei'% strong as-
sailant of Slavery at the time of the admission
of Arkansas, and it was thought {it to sneer at
him a8 buried “way off up in the mountains.” Go
and stand by the grave of Heman Allen. There
will be presented one of the finest scenes ever
pregented to the eye of man. Could you length-
‘en Ypur vision, and clip the top of the moun
-tain forests, you might see Aruold on the peril-
sous way to Quebee. You may see him wound-
[ed. Yon may see where Wolfe fell, and where
Montgomery died. You may track that army
when pestilence hung over it, and death was
| dripping from her wings. You will see Bur-
_goyne starting his career on the lake, and ma-
eking his way down to Saratoga. Then you will
-see him returning, and the splendid presents
*for the Indians, brought by him, disposed of in
-2 manner gnd for & purpose lar different from
that for which they were intended, just as the
‘marble brought into Greece to rear a monn-
nent at Marathon. That monument went up
Won the same spot, but it went up to show the
victory of the Greeks, and the vanquishment of
the Persians. From that spot you may see the
battle of Bennington. You may see that fleet
koing down Lake George in the French war,
vith its music, and i*s banners flying. You
wnay see the battle of Plattsburg. You may
%ee the spot where Scott won his glory. There
is the place where sleeps the freeman, Allen.
-, There is ancther tuing on which 1 wish to
g#peak. 1 refer to the emigrant aid sccieties,
The largest emigrant aid society ever known
is the Government of the United States. It be
yran ita career to stimulate immigration more
than fifty years ago. How? 1In protectin
quatters, making pre-emption laws, homestea
Wills, and giving donations of the public lands
%o actual settlers. Just to make the point clear,
‘et me refer to what has been done in refer-
:nce to the Territory of Oregon. In 1852, we
assed & law giving to every actual settler in
hat Territory, if single, three hundred and
wenty, or, if married, siy hundred snd forty
Tes. Il was to continue for two years; but
when that time had expired, it was extended
two years more. It expired in December last
ny its own limitation. Look at it. Six hun-
ared and forty acres to every man who wouid
oto Oregoni Two bundred thousand acres
were pledged as a gift to actual settlers, if they
wvould go there. ident Pierce takes the
$xecutive chair. I sup he knows what
+.a8 been done; yet, notwithatanding this. when
¢ little emigrant aid society is seen in
T husetts, the President, and all in authority,
ire in the utmost consternation. They are
aising signals of distress, and sending procla-
nations all over the land. What for? What
-3 the matter? They want to stop emigration
m Massachusetts to the West—an emigra-
'don which has been stimulated for the pzst
r Look at the
-onsistency of conduct there is here. But they
o not care a rush for these aid societies. A
sird feigns to be wounded, and lures the hun-
er far from the spot where she was first seen.
uttering, and screaming, to
t attention. Why does she do 80? She
wvants to prevent her nest and its eggs from be.
ched. That is just the case here. They
<o not care a fig about these emigrant sid soci-
tips. It is oniy & biind. :
rdo not intend to occupy my full time now,

"

' [Sor 1 hops, if anything is brought back in the

1ature of evidence b, the commisgion we have
went to that Territory, I may be able to take
) iuluu dmno?o‘; then. Iudaedd.ungg that
‘masterly report € minority in the Senate,
1 mld’h“‘ﬁ, see a single fact upon which
7ou could rest with any degree of reliance what-
“jver. Put, I ask you, how were Northern em.
granta treated 7 On the 30th of May, 1854,
e passed that law for the organization of Ne-
Just twenty-nine days
wm;he men ?t‘ Missouri formed an nsso-
siation to drive out {rom that Territory, to hurl

it by foree, ever ;b:n;‘r‘h_qma into it
assistance of Northern emi aid

The plan must have henlgm and

3 $he knowledge in regard to that law must have
’

been conveyed to that Territory, before the law
was passed. Now, that was the welcome which
awaited freemen when they went into that Ter-
ri ! I know it is aaid that, “If you do not
like it, stay at home ; we will just make that
Territory 8o hot that you cannot stay there; we
will go and eccupy it ourselves, and make it &
slave Territory.” But how were Lhey treated ?
Did they receive, at the hands of those who had

one there from the Btate of Missouri, anything
ﬁke hospitality, anything like courtesy, any-
thing like jnstice, when they went to that
strange land ? Instead of that, when the first
election came off, they were driven from the
ballot-boxes by force, and those who usurped
their places had things their own way.

Now, I maintain that the Kansas people are
to blame in some measure. They were alto-
gether too modest. They had & way, up in
Vermont, of dealing with intruders from abroad,
which is worthy of ifnitation in spirit, if not in
form. New York claimed a portion of that
State as her own, nearly to the mountains.
They sent there oflicers to execute the process
of that State. The Vermonters told them they
could not have such matters going on in their
State, and thut they must stop. They did not
do it. They caught one of the cflicers and tied
him to a tree, and laid upon him what they
called a “ beech seal,” which grows in the
woods in the shape of what boys call switches.
They gave him a thorough dressing; told him
to go home, and if he came there again, he
would never Jeave the State alive ; and I never
beard of the man's coming back to get the
beech seal renewed.

The Kansas people ought to have taken some
measures to show that they were in earnest, and
that they were not to be trampled in the dust,
even if they had to use lead and steel. And 1
say to them now, peace man as | am, that, be.
fore I would surrender, and be driven from the
Territory, I would use lend and steel, and
every other metal which God has placed in the
earth.,

I know there are doubts expressed whether
there were votes cast by Missourians in the
election. Bat Noah might just as well have
doubted whether there had been a deluge, when
he got up on the top of Mount Arurat. | Laugh-
ter.| Just look at the returna. As I maid be.
fore, 1 am not going into this matter at lengtl,
because we expect information moon upon
which we can rely confidemly. But here is
one district which has got two hundred snd
forty-seven voters, and four hundred and eighty-
six votes ; another which has fonr hundred and
eighty-six voters, and one thousand two hun-
dred and six votes; another which has twenty-
four voters, and three hundred and thirty-one
votea. More than five thousand votes were cast
by Missourians in thawelection, while they were
driving all the freemen of Kansas from their
places—compelling them to leave, and forbid-
ding them upon peril of their lives to return.

There are two Legislatures, and they have
sent on here two Delegates. We have not de-
cided between them ; perhaps we never shall.

It is our business most certainly to do it. Those
who have resisted it the strongest, have =aid
we have the right to do it. If we have the
right to make the decision, we have the right,
at the same time, to make the examination
which precedes the decision: and we are not
to be estopped, aud blocked up, and driven ont
of the way, because there has been a Legisla-
ture which has acted wrong.

I know the same party says we may rely
upon the court. They trust the court : so do I.
1 bave always trusted the court, and believe 1
always shall. T remember a scene which gave
peculiar strength to that feeling of confidenca
in the court. You remember when the Con-
gressfonal Library was burned, and a parently
all the men of the city wera :_'alherecl) here to
put out the fire. There was a score of engines
upon the track to the reservoir, and perhaps a
thousand men in the rotunda and its avenues.
T saw I could do nothing there ; and as an em-
inent counsel, then a Senater from Vermont,
was about to make an argument in the Su-
preme Court, I went to that place, and there
were Lhe court, just as calm as ever [ saw them
in my lifte. You could hear the clank, clank,
of a score of engines, and the tramp, tramp,
tramp, of a thousand men, echoing through
the room, but there they sat, attending to their
business, perfectly unmoved. T locked upon
that body of men, and admired them for their
composure in their situation. But I thought
of another thing. T'here might come the time
when there would be not only the agitation of
fire and water, but there muy be political agi-
tation. The political elomewts may be heaving
up aod showing their power, and then that
body of men will sit in their places, and do
their duty as calmly as they are doing it now.
T will trust to that court.

Bat I will not put into the hands of this court
what does not belong to it; and with that Kan
sas election case the court has nothing whatever
to do, We are to decide it for ourselfes, and
“should do ¥e-at oneg, frankly and fearlessly. 1t
must be admitted thal those who sliem pt Lo
eject the settlers from Kansas have some very
vlﬁeient helps.

I will read another extract from the Presi-
dent's message :

“In the Territory of Kansas there have been
acts prejudicial to good order, but as yet none
have occurred under circumstances to justify
the interposition of the Federal Execative.
That could only be in case of obstruction to
Federal law, or of organized resistance to Ter-
ritorial law, assuming the character of insurrec-
tion; which, il it should occur, it would be my
duty promptly to overcome and suppress. |
cherish the hope, however, that the occurrence
of any such untoward event will he prevented
by the sound sense of the people of the Terri-
tory, who, by its organic law, possessing the
right to determine their own domestic ivstitu-
tions, are entitled, while deporting themselves
peacefully, to the frea exercise of that right, and
must be protected in the enjoyment of it, with-
out interference on the part of the citizens of
any of the States.”

- » * * - * »

“But long afterwards, when, by the proposed
nccession of the Republic of Texas, the United
States were to take their next step in Territorial
greatness, a similar contingeney occurred, and
became the occasion for systematized attempts
to interfere in the domestic affairs of one section
of the UUnion, in defiance of their rights as States
and of the stipulations of the Comsiitution.
These attempts assumed @ practical direction,
in the shape of persevering endenvors, by some
of the Representatives in both Houses of Con-
gress, to deprive the Sonthern States of the sup-
posed henefit of the provigions of the act author-
izing the crganisation of the State of Missouri.

“ It has been a matter of painful regret to see
State, conspicuous for their servicesin founding
this Republic, and equally sharing its alivan-
tages, disregard their conatitationsl obligations
to it. Althongh conscions of their inability to
heal admitted and palpable social evils of their
own, and which are completely within their ju-
risdiction, they engage in the offensive and hope-
less undertaking of reforming the domestic in-
stitutions of other States wholly heyond their
control and authority. In the vain pursuit of
ends, by them entirely vrattainable, and which
they may not legally attempt 1o compass, they
peril the very existence or the Constitution, and
all the countless benefits which it has conferred.
While the people of the Southern States confine
their attention to their own affairs, not prezu-
ming officiously to intermeddle with the social
institutions of the MNorthern States, too many of
the inhabitants of the latter are permanently
organized in associations to inflict injury on
the former, by wrongful acts, which would be
cause of war as between foreign Powers, and
only fail to be such in our system, because per-
petrated under cover of the Union.”

When I first read that, sir, I thoneht it would
turn out an impartial stateinent of what was
necessary to be done, if there had heen an intru.
sion into that Territory by the freemen s
against the Missourians, or by the Missourians
‘as against the freemen. But there is a single
expression which repioves any doubt, and res-
cues from any interpretation which charity might
wish to cast over it; and that is, the words “do-
mestic institutions.”

There ia another helper of the Missourians.
Vice I:druidem. Atchison leaves 1l‘ci.u high lllld
dignifi e, to take in the low, unmanly,
btsger mPEI.i:s: g'udinmthe men of his Stata
to deeds of violence and misrule. The country
looks on that man as degraded snd debnuched
in his principles, when he voluntarily swears his
presence at the ' elections, with pistol
and stiletto, like a political marauder,

Now, there is another thing which may be
mentioned, to show the manner in which this
Legislature was elected, and which removes the
least shadow of doubt as to ita illegality ; and
that is, that it proceeded immediately to legis-
Inte sgainst freemen, by passing its gag law, ils

alien-und-sedition law, or whatever else you may
call it, to wuzzle t‘le mouth of e maa
again-t utteriug a sentiment in relation to Sla-

very, by making it a penal offence, punichy),
with five years' imprisonment. Now, |
know how many men may subject themuel,..
to that penalty ; but I can tell you one this
and I rest my honor and name upon it—thy
you put a freeman into a Bastile in Kaneas |
will not be there a week before there will

be even a key of it left to send to W neto

There will not he left one stone upon anoih.
that will not be thrown down.
Well, that is not the end of it. Another .

says—and the course, I beliave, is intende.
they can carry out and put their plans in |
cution—that he would not put the offenders
prison, but would hang them until they gre (|
dead, dead. It wes once said that Foote wh.
hangman, and he had that reputation, Jr .
understood when a certain pentleman came
a certain quarter of the country, and we:
New York, and made a speech there, tha
|Foote]| was in danger of hLiz laurele At
was shown that he was, It now seen tha
is surpassed by his subalterns, Now, wlha
the meaning of this? Why, that it is put forw
here, from the Senate of the United S ;
that is to be the lnw paramount—thar o0
law ia to go into operation—that men wl
make ussertions against Slavery wo
on the spot till they are deed, dend, dew.

I have shown in what maueer these won b,
been treated, and &re now treated, Bul wk
to be done? My proposition in resyect

ales

W

Territory, and to make peace iy it, I8 to ad

it at once into the Union as u State, | an
ling to allow it to do s0. And my reqsor
plain—and I will be frank whout B, 11 s
cauge it will be made a free Sta But

is one thing to be considered . '

wish it to turn out in that way by . "
promise to Congress—have made it 1o their cor
stituents and their States and 1o the counts
and to the world. What is that promise? Tl
promise is this : that whenever the people of 1!
Territory shall form a republiean Governm
they shall be admitted into the Union, eithe
with or without Slavery, as they shall themsel
choose. Now, the people of Kanpsas have 1.

ed & Government.  They have done so of 1,
own choice. They have complied in
spect with the reqaisition male.
Now, I say that those men who luid dow
that Plnlform—-who estabilishe? those doctring
are bound to come forward, and recoenize, .
act upon them. 1 know very well that i
be said that the Territory has not sufficient |
ulation to be aduitted as a State : hut it |
larger population than many of the States w!
bave been admitted iuto the Union, 1 |
been favored very kindly, by the chaicmn
the Committee on Territories, with a list of 11
States which have been admitted with the sm
est amount of population. It is believod 1
Kansas has now from forty-five to lifiy thous

SVErY

inhabitants. 1 will read the statemen: -
Tennessee, admitted June 1, 1796, |
eensus of 1700 a white population of

Indiana, admitted December 11, 1510, by
by census of 1810 a white population of 23,10,
Louigians, admitted April 8, 1512, Lu! |
census of 1810 a white population of 24,111,

Mississippi, admitted December 10, 117,

had by census of 1820 a white populatio
42,176.

Arkapsas, admitted June 15, 1536, had 1o
census of 1530 a white population of 25.67 |

Florida, admitted Mareh 3, 1545, hud by
sus of 1840 a while population of 27,915,

Michigan, admitted Jannary 26, 1537, ha
by census of 1830 a white population of 21

It will be seen by this stutement that 4
number of States, with a population fac I
than Kansas now has, were admitted - his
this cannot properly be urged ss an obiveti
and I do not kuow of any other that e

brought forward. The people of Kunsus hin
certainly proceeded regularly, so far us 1 ki
aud I propose, therefore, to offer in the 11
the fullowing resolution :

Resolved, That the Committee on Territorie
be instructed to bring in a bill for the mmel
ate admission of Kansas us a State, witl 1
republican Constitution that she has present
to this Houze,

If the present controversy goes on, it w
grow more bitter every day it lasts. 1 Leliew
that, for the peace of that State, of the neiyh
b{)l’il.lg States, and of the country, Kansus shon
be made a State. et them have & State (
ernment of their own choier, Let them seti
down ta it, and thare will he peace. We ol
to have peace ; we can have peace; wo mus
have peace. It will be a shawme Lo us to 1
to physical violence needlessly. But le
party —either party—let the Missourians,
anybody, ro und settle down there, and furtii
themselves with the threat ta burl out every
man that comes there from a free State, and 1
freemen of the country will not rest. They will
besiege the citadel and senle its huttlemonte,
matter how stout may be the fortress, for Fre

dom has & voice of thunder, and Freedom wi!
be heard—uot with a still small voice, hut «
be heard in the controversy in the place wie
Gog and Magog goout tobattle,  Depond ups
ity i it must come—it may not eame soon !
if it must come, the voiee of freomen wi
heard and will be heedid ; the snocting of il
horses will be heard from Dan: and the wl
land will tremble with the neighing ol 1

sLlrong oned.
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