W ASHINGTON. D.

The Acquisition of Cubs.
SPEECH OF HON. JOHN P. HALE,
' OF NEW HAMPSHIRE,
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
| Fesnvany 15, 1859,

I have read, Mr. President, with some care,
the report of the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions recommending this messure, and I have
also read the of the President of the
United States, and 1 will endeavor, as well as
I may, 10 t very briefly what 1 think to
be the argument of the committee. They start
vut, not with attempting to prove, but with as-
suming, that the acquisition of Cuba is a mat-
ter of great lmportance ; and they say that to
undertake prove that it is of importance,
would be “ns much a work of supereroga-
tion as to demonstrate an elementary problem
in mathematics, or one of those axioms of ethics
or philosophy which have been universally re-
ceived for sypres ;" and, forther, “ that the acqui-
sition of Culima may be considered a fixed pur-
pose of the people of the United States, a pur-
pose resulting from political and geographical
neoessitios.”

1 think [ anderstand something of the doe-
trine of necessity—1 mean political necessity.
It hes beea characterized in all time as the
plen of tyrauts. Geographieal necessity 1 do
not understand so well ; but | may be permitted
1o say, at the outset, that I do not think tropes
and ligures are always the best arguments. In
some of the arguments which have been ad-
duced fur the acquisition of Cuba outside of the
report of the comwitiee, political gravitation
has been brought in to work with political ne-
cessity and peographical pecessity, and it is
said that Coba is gravitating to us. [ think the
Senator from Georgin [Mr. Toowmss] would
have us infer that this gravitution began a great
while ago, end that the velocity has been in-
creasing in proportion to the squares of the dis-
taaces, until it has got now so great that it can
hardly be redisted.

8ir, it will be a curious subject for some of
these political philosophers 1o inquire why it is
that this law of gravitation, which we have
ordinarily been taught to consider as universal,
operating alike upon all particles of matter, in
all conditions, does not operate upon some of
the adjucent islands; why, stretching itself out,
it has not affected Yueatan, How, in the name
uf gravitation, is it, that every one of the Brit-
izl 1slands, great or small, has not been affect-
el by this magnefic influence 7 Why is it that
this political gravitation uniformly affects the
jressessions of weak and feeble Powers? Gravi-
tation, we have not ordinarily supposed, was
subjeet 1o such considerations,

But the great argument of the Committee on
Foreign Relations is, that it i3 a very conve-
nient island : that it will be very desirable for
us to possess it. 1 can understand that argu-
ment.  That is an argument which is not ordi-
varily used in legislative assemblies, but in
vory different pluces, and under very different
circumstanees ; it may be characterized—I do
nat know how to characterize these doctrines
independeatly of their authors, but [ mean to
dg it; 1 mean to speak of doctrines—it is the
doctrine | of the highway ; it is the doctrine of
ower and of might 3 it looks upon a thing, and
says it ig desirable, and thercfore we ought to
have it, and we will have it

But the Committee on Foreign Relations go
on further. They undertake to prove, and 1
think they do prove, pretty condusively, that we
uot only want it, but that we have been wanting
it for » long time pust. | agree to that,  1f you
will show me a place on God's carth that power
and avarice lust for to-day, 1 will show you a
place thut power and avarice lusted for years
ago, and #ill 1 shall have done little or nothing
to demonstrate the morality or the justice of
the fecling that is entertained. [ wish, howev
er, to exmaine, a little in detail, the proofs that
are arrayed by the Committee on Foreign Re-
Iations, 10 show that this has been so desirable.
These pmu!‘.» are to be found in the writi,n;u of
Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Clay, Mr. Buchanan, Mr.
Alexander Everctt, Mr. Edward Everett, Mr.
John Quiney Adams, Mr. Van Buren, and Mr.
Marcy. 1 concede, for the sake of the angu-
ment, that all these gzentlemen have lousted af-
ter Cuba; but I thiok, so far as the authority
of Mr. Jefferson is concerned, he goes n.;:uinn-l
the ae {ll.l.i.‘-ili'lll s for Mr. .Ia-ll'--mm, inthe I‘l‘ilillg
quoted by the committee in their report, SRy
Ill,’lthi.llg_' ahullhi ever 1:« :u'('i'])l!‘d |I_\' us \l‘hil'h
would mequire 2 navy to defiend it That is
Jefferson’s lrjllllinll. ] :l]'lin‘ill'llll. Lir du\, there
i o man in this Senste, no man in this Con-
gress, ud man in this country, whose opinion is
worth snything, who will tell you that Cuba
eun be defended by sen without a navy.

Mr. MALLORY. | do not wish to inter
rupt my fricnd from New Hampshire, but he is
gquoting Jellerson’s opivion upon this point ;
amd m that yery letter from which he is quo
tinge, Jeéfferson savs Cuba can be defended with
Oul 1 oBavy, and 1hat is the reason he recom-
mends it.

Mr. HALE. Mr. Jefferson says that nothing
should | be ever accepted by us which eould uot
e deténded without o navy ; and it is troe, as
the Sepator from Florida savs, that in the same
letter Mr. Jefferson expresses the opinion that
Cuba ¢ould be defended without s navy. Well,
sir, a5 1 said yesterday, | do not believe in the
infallibality of the Senate, nor do [ believe in
thie infallilility of Mr. Jefferson.  Mr, Jefferson
bad a patural ard inuate and an undving ha-
tred of a navy ; aud 1 sUppose that llw Ereat
rensoB of his hatred to the navy was, that it was
the pet child of the old Federnl party. It was
the grest boue of contedtion between the par-
ties of that day ; and if dhere was one llli.llg Mr.
Jdeflerson abominated, it was a navy. You
knowy Mr. President, that one of the first meas-
ures of hisAdministration, when he came into
power, was to undertake [to subistitute gun-boats
fir véssels of war, which had been introduced
by the Federal party. But Mr. Jeflerson, when
hie expressed the opinien that Cuba could be
defesded without a n:l\_\'. wis entirely il;:n-:'nl:l.
for the thitgr bad not existed, of the creation of
n great steam marine. 15 Mr, Jefferson were
ulive to-day, | apprebend that be, no more than
any other  sensible man, would venture the
(-|".i|i-':| that. at the present tine, with the pres
cut dtate of the naval atiairs of the world, Cuba
could be defended without a uavy, and without
a lange navy.

My, dohn Quiney Adams, who is also quoted
apon this subject, spenking of this matter, says:

* Numervus and formidable objectious to the

extension of our territorinl dominions bevond
* the sea, presenmt themselves to the first con-
Remplation of the .-rlln_il'v'l"'

Sir, those objections to extending our territo-
rial rorsn ssions bevond the seas, which, upon
the first blush of this matter, suggested them-
stivies to Mr. Adams, exist to-day : and if vou
will o on nod read every one o'l- the ﬂpiui:llm
of the earlier statesmen of this country, such as
Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Clay, Mr. John Quiney Ad
amg, Mr. Alexander Everett, and Mr. Edward
Evdrett, | think you will ind every one of their
statewents qualitied, and they express the idea
that, with the present eondition of things, as
they existed at the time they wrote their let-
térd, 1}11-'\' were content to et S‘rnin oCcupy
Cuba as she did. Mr. Edward Everett deliv-
ers himsell upon this subject—and 1 think he
will obtam vastly more credit and more honor
by it than he will by going about to collect
funds to buy Mount Vernon—as followss

“ A respectful sympathy with the fortunes of
‘{na ancient ally and a pallant people, with
4 whom the United States have ever maintained
¢ the most friendly relations, would, if no other
¢ raason existed, make it vur duty to leave her
“jo the undisturbed possession of this little
¢ remnant 0f her mighty transatlantic Empire.
¢ Phe President desires to do s0. No word or
“ iwed of his will ever question her title or
¢ ghake her possession.”

I'hat was the statement of Mr. Everett upon
this subject; and you will find, I think, the
sentiments of every one of those gentlemen who
are relied upon to prove that the aequisition of
Caba would be desirable, thus qll.llilied. But,
sit, 1 do not meet that argument ; 1 give up;

we want Culba. 1 mean, that is the of
the national will. We desire it nnswe have
desired it a long time. We have desired it
anxiously and earnestly, We desire it because
it is rich. It is rich iu the natural productions
of the earth, rich iu its commerce, and in every
wiy desirable for us to possess, if we could get
it honorably : and if this proves anything of the
justice or the rightfuluess or expediency of
taking it, it is an argument that might be made.

The Committee on Foreign Relations go on
and argue this question ut some considerable
length. They say, in their report, that there
are three alternatives for Coba: first, her pos-
sesion by a foreign Power, which we would
Bever subwit tu; secondly, ker independence,
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which is impossible ; and, thirdly, her acquisi.
tion by us, which i%inm‘imble. Well, sir, T:ou
are curious alternatives. One never can b,
the other dever shall and the third is inev-
itable ; and we are called upon to-day to appri-
priate £30,000,000 to bring about an inevitabls
consequence. I think it was stated by a Sens-
tor sitting on the other side of the Chamber, in
reference to manifest destiny, ¢ manifest destigie
will take care of herself.” ‘f:elwﬂu::k'mnaa{.r
our puny and feeble aid ; ink, in the
presepnt {hte of llah' afienl Treasury, it is
wasteful and extravagant appropriation «f

either actually or proy-
), to bring about an e
itable consequence. That is the ground oy
which the committee place it. -

The committee not only prove that we have
always wanted Cuba, andl cannot help takin
it—it is inevitable—bat they go on to fortify tl -
justice and the propriety of our taking her, | -
the example of sone of the other nations of tl -
earth. report, says :

“ Let Englaud pursue her march of conque
‘and annexation in India, France extend b
¢ dominions on the southern shores of the Mer
¢ iterranean, and advance her frontiers to tl |
‘ Rhine, or Russia subjugate her barbaroy”
: neighbors in Asia; we shall look upon the .

i i 2 rast with indi
] K:ogms; if not with favor, ut least with in ;::_‘
Yes, sir, let Great Britain mr?‘ on her scheme

money, to
ively, $30,000,

of conquest ; let har annex kingdom after king.
dom in India ; we look on, “if not with fave
at least with indifference.” Let France exton'|
her dominions ; let her pursue and carry on b
schemes of conquest in Algeria; we will o
have a word to say there. Let Russia purs
unchecked her curcer of comuest upon IE-‘_-
Caucasus ; let her anticipate the time when thyt
“sick man” in Constantinople will die, and.
seize upon Constantinople, and command the
Mediterranean ; we will look on, “if not witli|
favor, at least with indifference.”

“We claim on this hemisphere "—here is the
ground on which the claim is put—* the saine
privilege that they exercise on the other.”

Then there is a beautiful line in Lutin poeteg
I will endeavor to construe it : :

“ Hane veniam petimusque damusque vicissim. "

£

Sir, whenever I hear a judge in court give
opinion in Latin, I generally conclude that  «
is about to announce some infernal dogtr
that he is ashamed tospeakin English. [Laug -
ter. | A

“ Hane venlam petimusque damusque vickssim -

Now, I will tell you what the pefémsque anil
the damusque are in this cuse. ~ Damispie, we
give—we give to England liberty to extend by
wars of conquest and aggression in Indin, u |
swallow it all up; we look on, if not with l'.,\g# |
certainly with indifference.  Dam H.\'qm—-ln.k-.

on with your conquests, not only where you
please, but as you please—damusque, we give
up that. Russia, go establish yourself on the
Mediterranean and the Bosphorus ; if the “ sick
man " does not die quite soon enough for you,
smother him between the pillows—damusque ;
| laughter ;5 if we do not look oun with favor, we
do with indifference. This, sir, is an uncha -
itable world ; it is an ungrateful world ; but will
England and France and Russia be so ungrate-
ful and ungracious, if we have given up to them
so much, if in the scale of damus we have
thrown such tremendous weights, as not to al-
low us to take Cubn? Now listen 1o the pefi-
mus. We want to do a little robbing on oor
own account. Here is a rich, beautiful islan -,
lying close to our shores ; its political gravit:
tion is so great that we have hardly virtue -
keep it off ; it is ready to full into our hands -
pelimus. Luughlcr.{ Stand by while we ta »

it. France, take what you want anywhere; 5o b«

that—hanc veniam.  That is sl the petinns B
ask of the world, and this is the argumey. |

English.

But there is another trope, and the repin
does grﬂat eredit to the |'t|ll'|l|lilll‘i', and thut' i
one originally, I believe, introduced hy Me
Adams, and incorporated by the committes 'n
their report,  They say :

“If an apple, severed by the tempoest from its
native tree, cannot choose but fall to 1{i
* ground, Cuba, forcibly disjointed from its van

-

* wards thé North Awerican Union, w f-irh, N E
‘the same law of nnture, cannot east her i
‘ from its bosom.™ |

It i3 inevitable, T do not think W poel y
applies. * We have not to use pefimus to whet |
is inevitable, and will come whether we will “r |
not.  Now, sir, this argument of the apple is 54
beautiful one. 4
stand ;:for we can remember when we look 13
upon ripe apples hanging upon the teees, 03 |
we have all of us deplored the waste that w ;
uceruing, if the ripe apples should full to t 2%
vround and rot npon the s=oil; and, son
times, 1 am not certain but some of us, 1t
such an extravagance as that should happe .
and the apple should grow ripe and il wh™
we were not by to catch it, have used a luly IL‘
hasten this process of nature, and knocked t 4 '
:I}I]t]-‘ off hetore it got uite r'rin‘, ll.illl‘_"!l"' “|
But the committee say the apple is absolutgfy
ripe. . Now, I am not certain that this ju
ment mway not have been formed a Little biv the
hankering appetite of the commitiee for ripe
apples, instend of a precise knowledge of what
the state of the fruitis. |Laughter.|

These, 1 think, are the srguments that have
been ndduced by the committee, in prose nnd
in poetry. It is desirable: it is & rich island ;
we want it now, and you _gcannot prove that
there over was a time when we did not want it
we want it very mwnch, and are determined
10 have it; we cannot help it: this is the only
alteraative there is for us—to taks it. Wo will
let France, Russia, and England, take all the
world—damusque—if they will ouly allow us
to have this pefimus—to do what we cannot
help doing. Now, sir, cannot we reason with
the rest of the world, that they are actine un
reasopably ?

Hauving fairly stated and answered, as well gs
I eoudd, (for am not acquainted with these
tropes, ) the argument of the committee, 1 will
now proceed to nnswer some of the position:
assumed by the honorable Senator from Louis.
inna, [Mr. Bexsasiv.| By a remarkablc coin-
cidence, it turns out that this knowledze of the
politieal necessity and the geographical neces
sity, and the argument growing ot of ripe
fruit, and everything of that sort, seems to be
better n[npn?ci‘.\h-ll la’f the Senators from |,nl|:--
iana than by Senators from any other pargof
the United States. 1 do not know that 1!1%
strange that it does, The magnetic influciwe
of that political gravitation which has been
going on will be more likely to be felt in that
part of the coast nenrest the magnet, thau it
would in the more remote parts.  But, sir, there
15 one portion of the argument of the Senator
from Louisiana which, 1 doulit not, he thinks |
cannot answer, which he considers it is folly to
attempt to answer, which I will now undertake
to answer. 1 shall not undertake to controvert
one single word that he suid about the coolic
trade. If he has found a system of Luman
slavery on the face of éarth worse, aud srenly
worse, than any that he has secn on our cont
uent, | am perfectly willing that he may ex
wnd his sympathies and his philosophy upon
it. I shall not undertake to controvert it. 1
vield to him for the sake of the argument.
though 1 do not profess to be instructed in the
matter, that so far as his censures have fallen
upon the coolic trade, they are just. 1 will
not undertake to controvert them. So far as
his censures have fullen upon the trade carried
on in African apprentices, I will not controvert
one word of them. .

But, sir, when the Senator stands up here in
the Senate, and undertakes (o assumne, as he gid,
that the experiment of emancipation tried by
the British Government in ther islands, and
the abolition of domestic slavery, has been such
a total failure that it is admitted and acknowl-
edged by everybody to be such, and is treated
as such at the present day, I beg leave to say
to that honorable Senator, to the Senate, and
to the country, the evidence upon that subsect
is not all one way. 1 admit, further, for the
sake of the argument, that the experiment of
the emancipation of sluves in the Dritish West
Indies has not been favorable to the cultivation
of the sugar estates. If there was no other
destiny to be developed in the future, if there
was no other lot that was desirable for mankind
than to be converted into sugar planters, |
would yield him the argument ; but, in my own
State, in the whole of the six New England
States, in Pennsylvania, uud in New York, |
believe there is not a single sugar planter ; and

et we think that we have, in some tolerable
, answered the great purposes of u Chris.

tian civilization in those communitics: we be-
lieve that, upon the whole, we are not a whit
lower in the scale of morals, of intellect, of me-
chanical arts, of industry, and of everything
which elevates and refines and advances humau

stripped of its poctry, and translated into pls v s

“unnatural connection with Spain, and i |
‘ pable of seltsupport, ean gravitate only /4 .

It is oue that |l{'_\'r‘ can nmd ~4

superiofity. It is enongh for the argument
that we dyo not conceive that we are inferior,

potwithstanding we have not a sugar planter
MRORE bh. | ' :
. Bug, sir, aside from the fact that the cultiva-
tion of sugar may have suffered somewhat con-
siderably in the British West India islands,
where this great cxperiment of emancipation
has been tried, that beyond that it has been a
failure I utterly deny, and I do not stand here
io speak without theé book mpon that subject.
hold in my hand a report made to the British
House of Commons in 1857, entitled “ Accounts
and Papers.” The first piece of evidence to
Wwhich | desire to call the attention of the Sen-
ate is a copy of a dispatch from Governor F.
Murray to the Right Honorable H. Labouchere,
dated ¥ Bermuda, June 18, 1856.”" I think the
Senator will find that every authority which I
fuote to him is olfler later than those
which he gave to the Senate in the remarks
which he submitted. Governor Murray, in his
report, says:

“Sir: I have the honor to transmit the Blue
* Boak for the year 1855.

“1 nm happy to report that the general state
*and prosperity of the colony is satisfactory ;
* that is sirongly exemplified by the fact, (as
¥ you will perceive by the tabular returns,) that
* the exports have increased in value, when com-
* pared with last year, from £25,563 to £41,420,
“und that the imports have increased from
F£120,359 to £162,556. To this sum must be
* added imports to the value of £0,332 for the
* use of her Majesty’s military and naval forees,
* and that of the convict establishment, making
* the total imports £171,558, There has also
‘been an increase in the revenue, notwith-
‘ standing that the ad valorem per ventage duty
‘on imports had been reduced one per cent.
* Agricultural and commereial epterprise are
* steadily angmenting, and improved habits of
“industry are observable tmong the people
¥ '.'f:ru»mf{)‘." |

That is the Bermudas. I next read from a
report made from Lieutenant Governor Short-
land to Governor Hineks, dated the 16th day
of June, 1856, and written from Tobago. He
suys, in this report :

“Your Excellency submits to me the ques-
‘ tion relative to the employment of the negro
* population. not engaged in the culture of
* sugar—* whether they are industrious, or, as

¢ represented to be the case in some colonies,

* abandoned to slothful habits, and content with
‘ the mere necessaries of life.” The negroes of
* this island eannot e termed slothful or aban-
* doned ; they bear the character of being order-
*ly and well disposed, and, I believe, deservedly
* a0, The black and colored clusses have ac-
- -Ihil'l'l] a consideruble amount of pmperly.
* Many bave raised themselves to the position
4 af lessees of stugar estates, and a ﬁpil’i‘ of em-

wlatiom geems to be on the increase. 1 am
* aware of offers having been made to propri-
“etors by the negroes to rent estates, and to re-

* pair the works at their own cost ; indeed, in one
“instance, three negroes have taken the lease
“of an abavdoned sugar works, and have re-
* puired both the mill and the boiling-house.
* Several other instances might be adduced of
* gqual enterprise. 1 am not, however, prepared
s h- say that the pegro, as u class, can be called
* industrious, in the true sense attached to the
‘word.  He is not fond of continuous labor.”

This is what the Governor says, and in that,
I would add, he is not xingulnr:

* But, when working for himself, taking the
s avernge of a yenry he performs a considerable
* quantity of work.. When working for hire, he
*wives his employers the smallest quantity he
* finds will bt submitted to. The struggle, too,
*never veases; he must be constantly urged
* furward, or he would fail to work., Neverthe-
*less, I am induced to extond 1o him a decidéd
¢ preference over all other laborers for general
purposes in a tropical climate.”
I next read from the report of the Colonial
Seerctary to Lieutenant Governor Shortland,
dated Jane 5, 1556, aud some memoranda at-
tached thereto, 1 helieve, by the stipendiary
magistrate.  Speaking gtill of the island of
Tobago, he says; i

“The fact that o great wajority of the negro
* populativn—whether plantation laborers or
* otherwise—have, sinee emancipation, left the
]'I:ll.‘l:lhllll I'|l.-;.'l'u-|mllsrbt. and .m.'tl'uiri-ll Com-
fortuble residences of their own, may be taken
as prima fucie evidines that 1]1"_',' are indus-
trious and saving.,  No man, contented with
“the mere necessities of life, will work, and
fsave up moeney to buy a piece of land and
*ereet a house, and pay the taxes to which he
I].l_-r--h}' .*Illij"l'l.-i himself I have been up-
wards of twenty years in Tobago, and 1 deny
that its pensantry are abandoned, to slothful
hubits. 1 sssert, ou the contrary, that a more
* industrious class does not exist in this world—
*at least, when working for themselves. 1 see

‘

i * oo reason, either, for employers on estates to

*find fault.  In the fnee of our taxation, © 8d.
f o day s not & very remunerative wage to In-
* borers whose employers in Great Britain are
¢ compnratively untaxed for the produce which
fthey extruet from Tobago. Better wages will
¢ procurve an increase of work, A minimum of
* wages naturally purchases a winimum in re-
*turen, and |arulhill.-i the ]u‘tlsllllll‘_\' to labor for
* thewselves rather than for their employers.”

The next 18 & report from Awntigus, another
of the British West India islands. 1 read from
f I|J\'|.-,nll.‘h from Governor Hamilton to the
Right Homorable H. Labouchere. Governor
Humilton says:

“ Although there has been a great diminution
*u the value of tropienl produce, and the lubor
* of the plantation cultivation hus proved in va-
L rioas years Unreminerntive, }'i-l, upon the
* whole, the sacecess of the cultivation, by free
*labor, of the valuable staple commodities of
Cthe West !li'liv'*’u, in \\-'l'"-]ai.'l']iim] l‘l||rmil-.~. 18
* demonstrated by the results produced in this
*sland, as well as in the neighboring island of
* Barbados ; and experience bas sufficed 1o
* comvinee the public mind that there is no suf:
*ficient canse for despondency in the agricul-
“ tural condition of the West Indian colonies.”

Here iz another l'o||lll_\'. not one of the “"l~.-l
ludies, but one in which the experiment of
the wholition of Slavery has been made-—Mauri-
What I am about to read is taken from
a report of Governor Higginson, dated May 13,
1255, He says:

*Qur sugar erop, fur the past year, reached
* pne hundred and two thousand tous, and that
* now about being reaped promises to be still
¢ more abundant. Should the season continne
* as favorable ag it has hitherto been, the com-
‘ing crop may be estimnted at not less than
* one hundred and twenty thousand tons—alout
* double that exported in 18505 and as large
¢ traets of cultivable land still lie uurer-]ximw],
only awaiting the hand of the husbandman,
].r.n—idrrl nothing occurs to obstruct the steady
“nflux of immizrant labor, it is hardly possilie
* to estimate the hmit of producing power at-
* tainable within another five years,”

tius,

These are all official documents, sent to the
Hous=e of Commons by the Governors of those
islands. But 1 have a later and a more minute
authority.  Last year, in 1858, u gentleman re-
iding in Boston asddressed a series of (queries
to Governor Hineks, Governor of the five Wimnd-
wird Islands s and | will read you an extract
from his answer :

“ Govensuext Horse, Bareapos,
Janwary 9, 1858,

“ My pear Sie: Iwillingly comply with your
frequesty that | shonld communicate 1o you
*the opimions which I have formed as to the
* results of the abolition of Slavery in the Brit-
*ish Wost Indies, as well in their benring on
* the civilization of the emancipated eclasses, as
* on the general prosperity of the colonies. | I
“do thig the more readily, beeause, being thor-
oughly persuaded that most erroneons opin-
* ions o this important subject prevail general-
*ly. both in Europe and America, I think that
* every possible assistance should be given to
¢ those who take the trouble to inquire into the
actual condition of these colonies.

“ Tha errors to which I shall more especially
¢ advert are, first, the assertion that slave labor
is cheaper than free. Secondly, the charge
¢ of habitnal indolence ml\-ancedv : against the
¢ ereoled of African descent, which has led, it
¢ is alleged, to the abandgument of the sugar
* estutes, and the consequent ruin of the propri-
4 etors.

“Un the first c[.minl. namely, the comparative
¢ post of free and slave labor, [ believe that lit-
“ tle if wuy difference of opinion  evails among
* the proprietors of this island. # is, however,
‘ much to be regretted that the West Indian
¢ planters have wore than once, since the pe-
“ riod of emancipation, made formal complaints
‘ to the 1mperi£n Parliament, founded on their
“inability to compete in the peoduction of
¢ sugar by free labor with the slav. labor of for-
‘ eign countries.

“The objeet of the complainaunts doubtless
‘ was ta obiain a continuance of the protective
* duties then levied upon fareign sugars. I can,

society, than any of the sugar-growing States,
I will not trespass upon that by alleging :any

!
»

-

* however, state with confidence, that many who
* at one time held the o} inion that the increased

of land, and situated
¢ tance of about twelve miles from the
‘_glo:l. The e?hle referred to
¢ Slavery equal on anaveragetooneh
¢ fort; ho;m-da sugar

v audy required two hundred a

‘1t is now worked by ninety free
¢ sixty adults and thirty under sixteen of
‘age. Its a product during
‘sf:wiymhu n one bundred and minety-
¢ four .

”

“ The average of pounds oi sugar to edch la-
* borer during Slavery was 1,043 pounds, and,
¢ during Freedom, 3,664 pounds. To estimate
‘ the cost of slave labor, LK: value of 230 klaves
* must be ascertained,” &e.

Another extract from the same letter. He

ys: .

*“1 shall now proceed to the eonsideration of
¢ the complaint against the creoles of African
¢ descent, that they are indolent, and that they
¢ have abandoned the sugar plantations. This
* iz a subject involved in much greater difficul-
‘ ty than the one on which I have slreagy treat-
‘ed. 1 admit that the planters gemerally, in
‘ geveral of the British colonies, would vehe-
‘ mently maintain the correctness of the charge.
¢ 1 am, however, bound to affirm that, after a
¢ most patient investigation, I have been unable
‘1o arnive at such a conclusion. There is no
“ doubt that the condition of the laboring
‘ classes ought to be worse in Barbados than in
“any of the other colonies. In Barbados, land
‘is exorbitantly dear, being worth, in small
‘ quantities, from four to six hundred dollars
‘ per acre. Wages are from ten pence to one
‘ shilling per day, as 1 have already stated.
‘ There are only five working days in the week,
¢ except during crop time. With all these disad-
¢ vantages, the small proprietors in this island,
* holding lessthan five acresof land, increased, in
‘ sixteen years, from about eleven hundred to
¢ three thousand five hundred and thirty-seven.
“ I doubt much whether such a proof of indus-
‘ trious habits could be furnished with regard
‘to a similar class of laborers in any other
5 counu{ in the world. I adduce the above re-
‘ markable fact to prove that in this island there
“has been no want of industry on the part of
‘ the creoles of African descent. I think that
‘in those colonies in which the sugar estates
‘ have been partially abandoned, we must look
* to other causes than the indolence of the la-
¢ borers.”

Apain:

- lY-\‘il.h regard to the condition of the African
‘ race, I can answer your queries with unmixed
¢ satisfaction, and with the conviction that there
‘will be little, if any, difference of opinion
‘ among well-informed persons on that subject.
* The improvement which has taken place in
‘ the religious condition of the people of all
* classes, and the progress of education, is quite
‘equal to what could reasonably have been
‘expected. The creoles are advancing rapidly
‘ in civilization.”

That is the opinion of Governor Hincks,
dated this year, of the state of things in the
island of Barbados. I now wish to show you
that, in other respects than the mere physical
one, this experiment has not been a failure. 1
read from a letter from the Bishop of Barbados.
He gives some other statistics. The Bishop
SAYS :

“The following is a comparative view of our
¢ church schools in Barbados at the dates men-
* tioned :

Daily Primary or National,

Yeur. Fohools Scholars.
1825 - - - . J '8 GO0
1834 - - - - - 27 1,574
841 - E - 449 5,994
1857 - - : - P 6,180
Daily Dame or Infant.

1826 -k . . % - —
1834 - . . - - & 261
1841 - - . e o 173
1857 - - - - - 14 1,140

Again, on another point:

1825, 184 1841 1868

Number of clergy in Barbados - 15 n & 44
Chinrcies and clapels . - 14 mn a5 50
Amount of church aceomimoda-

tion - - - 5000 7,560 22 600 28 000

So, sir, when tried both by the sMndard of
progress in schools and in churches, the experi-
ment of emancipation in the West Indies does
not seem to be so disastrous as the Senator
would suppose., A letter from the Hon, B. T.
Young, written to the same gentleman in an-
8v or to the same letter, dated January 13, 1858,
Eﬁl}*— H

*The religious condition of the people gen-
‘erally has greatly improved since the aboli-
¢ tion of Slavery ; and, undoubtedly, emancipa-
‘ tion has removed many of the obstacles that
* existed during Slavery, and stood in the path-
“ way of the slave in improving his religious
* condition.”

In regard to education, he says: -
Y Greatly improved, but by no means to the
extent desired. Popular fecling is now press-
“ing the enlargement of education to all class-
*es, and the ﬁegislalun\ of Barbados is quite
* willing to carry it out to the extent desired,
* by increasing the annual grant towards edu-
¢ cation.”

In respect to crime, he says:

“1 do not think there is more crime now
‘than in the days of Slavery; because the
* owner, during Slavery, had the power to pun-
*ish all crime short of eapital offence. Now,
* all crime is punished by the courts, and thns
‘ o wide publicity is given to it."

In answer to the question, “ Are the estates,
generally speaking, better cultivated under free
labor than they were under slave?” he says:

“In Barbados, the estates are, generally
. 3making, better cultivated with free labor than
‘ they were under the slave labor.

believe it is generally admitted that the
‘ cost of production is generally less under a
¢ free-labor system.

* The voice of one and all pronounces it to be
‘a blessing. * * * There can be no ques-
! tion that emancipation has worked most bene-
* ficially for the emancipated classes.

“ The condition of the poor whites in Bar-
‘ bados is lamentably deteriorated, but from
* eauses quite apart and distinct from emanci-
. pﬂliﬂﬂ."

Now, sir, I desire to call the attention of the
Senate to the island of Jamaica, in which it is
said, I believe, that the most disastrous conse-
quences have ensued from this experiment of
emancipation. The Governor, in writing from
Jamaica, says:

“The returns from the several jails continue
‘to testify to the comfortable condition and
* peaceful disposition of the lower orders.”

Instead of Jamaica being about to be aban-
doned as hopelessly given over to barbarism,
the Governor says:

“Such a revival is distinetly traceable in
‘ these returns; the comparison for the last
‘ four years standing as under, afier corree-
“tion of an error into which 1 was last year
* betrayed by the total omission from the cus-
* tom-house tables, which were very carelessly
‘ prepared by the then Comptroller of Naviga-
: tion Laws, of the value of British goods im-

Impons. orls
(1852 - - . £S3TG04  £997377
< 1853 - 864094 837276
1854 - - . 926166 932316
1855 - 99,508 1,009,325"

Am he says:

- year 1 could sum up my report with
‘ no greater amount of encourngement than an
‘ assurance that the position of the colony had

‘ grown no worse, and that its roa[:emam
‘E;nno means desperate ; this yapnr, am fairl
¢ entitled to found on the facts and figures
‘ have passed in review much more i
* inferences ; and though difficalties and draw-
‘ backs still remain to be encountered, I feel
¢ far more confident of the ultimate restoration
* of prosperity than I ever did before.” '
So, sir, even in Jamaica, affairs are not quite
50 hopeless as the Senator from Louisiana sup-
poses; and I hope that he will come to the
conclusion that the experiment of emancipation
in those British Wast India islands has not
been so utter a failure as he had been led to
imagine. The people, instead of working upon

the plantations, have become land-owners, and
in sixteen years the small land-owners, holding

small estates of five acres and upwards, have
increased more than three hundred per cent.
1 am glad that the honorable Senator has based
the t for the annexation of Cuba upon
says is the conviction that com
laboris absolutely necessary to the maintenance
of that island, ilalrguen that com la-
bor can ouly be maintained there, by the
deintmdnm. ion of the coolie mde,bwh:;lc: con-
.mngmmumm?dmma- ¥ appren-
ticeship, to which he iseqnsﬁyoppmedﬁ and
by the foreign slava trade, which, I suppose,
from the tenor of his remarks, does not meet
his bation. He would have it left for us
to infer that the only alternative by which this
demand for compulsory labor by which the
agriculture of Cuba is to be maintained is, that
these slaves are to come from the United States
of America; that when Cuba is annexed to us,
the foreign slave trade being cut off, the neces-
sities of compulsory labor still continuing, the
Uuited“g‘uta of Alhmerica must t-hf]l: ll:ke the
place occupy the position which the const
of Africa now ul::cu 'exl:,o:nd instead of foreign
slavers going from Cuba to the coast of Afriea
to get their cargo of human muscles with which
to carry on the agricultural labor of Cuba, that
they are to come to the United States; and
that this great demand for compulsory labor is
to be supplied by annexation. That I under-
stand to be the argument.

The President of the United States puts it
on the ground, also, that it will tend to the
abolition of the foreign slave trade. Now, sir,
I confess that I am not entirely clear in my
convictions of the propriety of this suggession
from the present Executive. 1 think, before it
becomes us to amnex foreign territories to our
possessions for the purpose of putting down the
African slave trade, that we see to it that we
put it down in the possessions we have now

ot. I believe, from the commencement of the
iovernment down to the present day, it has
never travspired that any man has been con-
victed, in any of your Federal courts in any of
the States of this Union, for being enga in
the foreign slave trade. I may be mistaken in
that, but I thiok I am not. The Federal ju-
diciary is utterly powerless, to-day, if newspa-

rs be relied upon, for the enforcement of the

this Union. The doetrine has been openly
avowed within a few days, within a short dis-
tance of where I stand, that this foreign slave
trade must be ned, to enable the Southern
States to contend with that species of labor
against the emigration which is coming from
Europe into the Northern and Eastern States,

Now, sir, it is very well for the President to
be desirous to put down the foreign slave trade,
but I would commend to the President, and to
those gentlemen who desire to put down the
foreign slave trade by annexing Cuba, this
simple admonition of one of the Apostles, I be-
lieve it was Paul, who, in writing to his breth-
ren, says: “When thouart converted, strength-
en thy brethren.” That saying would seem to
imply that it is not very well for us to begin to
strengthen anybody else, until we have converted
ourselves. 1 would say to the President of the
United States, and I would say to those gen-
tlemen who are desirous of the annexation of
Cuba for the purpose of putting down the for-
eign slave trade, that they had %:-etter begin by
putting it down at home. They had better see
that the Federal judiciary and the Federal laws
are able to deal with this great sin and this
great crime upon our own coasts, before we go
abroad beyoud the seas, for the purpose of an-
nexing Cuba to put it down there. It will be
time enowgh for us to enter upon a crusade for
the abolition of the foreign slave trade in Cuba,
when we have abolished it upon our own shores
and in our own country.

Mr. BENJAMIN. "Will the Senator from
New Hampshire permit me to ask him a ques-
tion ? |

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir.

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will ask the Senator,
who is vary urgent that the Federal judiciary
shall put down the Afsican slave trade with the
United States, if he knows of a solitary instance
in which n solitary African slave has heen in-
troduced into the United States except the recent
case of the Wanderer, which the Federal offi-
cers are now pursuing ?

Mr. HALE. 1 do not know, because 1 never
visited any further south than Yirginia; my
opinion is derived from papers altogether.
Upon that subject I have no particular informa-
tion, but I have a very decided conviction, 1
do not know that there has been any other:
but the case of the Wanderer is enough. That
may be the first one that has been discovered
and brought out palpably; but is the Senator
so ignorant of what has transpired in the city of
New York, if we are to believe the papers and

means to say that vessels are not fitted out, and
have not been for years, in the city of New York,
for the foreign slave trade ?

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will state to the Sena-
tor, with great pleasure and with eutire candor,
that I believe a preat many vessels are fitted
out in the United States for the purpose of car-
rying on the slave trade between the coast of
Afriea and Coba—not one, to my knowledge,
nor do I believe one ever has existed, except
the solitary case of the Wanderer, for carrying
on the slave trade with the United States.

Mr. HALE. Well, sir, that is all I desire.
The witness has answered everything 1 wanted
him to answer. 1 am satisfied.

Mr. BENJAMIN. 8o am I

Mr. HALE. Soam I; and now I will pro-
ceed to argue the case. The Senator has no
doubt that & great number of vessels are fitted
out in the city of New York for the purpose of'
engaging in the foreipn slave trade between
the coast of Africa and Cuba, in which they
violate the laws of the land and our treaty stip-
ulations 3 and your Federal power has been in-
competent to arrest that business in the city of
New York. If it cannot take care of the slave
trade in the city of New York, I think it will
be very difficult to do it in Caba,

But, Mr. Presidant, I will deal candidly with
this subject, and with the authors of this prop-
osition. I do not believe that this measure is
pushed at this time with the expectation, the
remotest expectation, that Cuba is to belan-
nexed by it. I think I hold in my hanl a
parngraph from a newspaper which gives the
true clue to this whole movement, and 1 will
read it. It is taken from the Carolina Spasvan,
dated February 3, 1859 :

“ Purcnase oF Copa.—In both Houses of
¢ Congress, propositions are pending to appro-
¢ priate and place at the disposal of the Presi-
¢ Eenl £30,000,000, to be used in negotiations
¢ for the purchase of Cuba. The report of the
¢ committee, in the Senate, by Mr. SuipeLr, oc-
* cupied one hour in reading.  On the subject
¢ of the acquisition, the Washington correspond-
¢ ent of the Charleston Merenry holds this lan-
¢ guage:

“¢ Among politicians, the acquisition of Cuba
¢ is the absorbing topic of conversation. It is
¢ evident Mr. Bubnmm has purposely reserved
¢ this question for political capital, and intends
“to make it the lever by which to raise the
‘ Democratic party out of “the Mough of
¢ despond " into which the Abolitionists had
“thrust it. It is a subject peculiarly attractive
‘to the ple of the North, who, while they
“are fonﬂ‘l? deyoted to free negroes, are stifl
¢ more ardent in their love of “free sugar,”
“and will go for Cuba without Slavery. If
¢ anything in the future may be predicted from
¢ the present complexion of affairs, “ Cuba " is
“to be the Demoeratic war-cry in the Presi-
¢ dential campaign of 1860, and is the only
¢ thing which 1s likely to give us a Democratic
P Pres'ldent. )

1 do not believe it will do that, either.
Laughter.] When I read an extract from
overnor Hincks's letter, the honorable Sena-

tor from Louisiana was curious to know what
paper it was published in, as if a document
coming from the hands of an individual could
be affected in its character for veracity, by that
of a paper in which it was printed. It was
printed in the National Era; but this that I
speak of, this Qemoentic war-cry article, has
no abolition taint about it. It comes from
South Carolina, from the Charleston Mercury,
which } u‘;dersumi!e to be the ulkt:hnn of the
. In that article it is said that the war.
E:Fnlie next Presidential campaign is w-cg
Cuaba ; and that, if anything in this world can
lift the Democracy out of the slough into which
it has been thrust, this will do it. I think the
President overrates al r the power of
Cuba, in that respect. He does not know what
a job it would be to do that. General Taylor
came into the Presidency an honest man, and
he entertained the idea that he was going to
bring the Government hack to its original pu-
rity. Providenee took him from the evil that
was to come. It broke the old man down. He
did not know what a_job it was to brinf this
Government batk to its original purity. I have
heard nothing in modern times equal to it in

absurdity, except this attempt to hit the Demo-
cratic party out of the slough of despond, ia

aws against the slave trade in the States of

the accounts that come from there, that he |

1860, I have read the President’s arguments ;

they are not new. When 1 this report, I
could not but be struck with similarity of
somé of the arguments to those that were used
in Congress on a former ion, some fifteen
years slgo. I allude to the annexation of Texas.

Mr. President, you have forgotten, I venture

“to say, the arguments by which that measure
was enrried through ‘1 had almost
forgotten them myself; but I have been refresh-

inq; myself on that subject. I have lately read

a letter published by a distinguished Senator
from Mississippi—he is not one now, but was
one in former days—in which he undertakes to

argue the annexation of Texas; and I will tell

you what the grounds upon which he put it
were, and I commend that letter to gentlemen;
they should go and read it. In the first place,
he snid it was a great abolition measure, and
would tend to the rapid extinction of Slavery in
the United States. Said Mr. Walker, in a let-

ter addressed to the citizens of Carrollton, 1
think it was, in Kentucky, if Texas should be
reannexed—why do not Senators put that re on

to Cuba ?—S8lavery would be abolished in Del-
aware in ten years, in Maryland in twenty, and
it would have been very much lessened and de-
creased in Virginia. Jexas was to be the out-
let by which Slavery, by the law -of political
ravilation, was to slide off through Texas into

Jentral America, where there was no prejudice
against color; and there the colored man was
to be elevated, and was to create a new condi-
tion for himself, such as the blacks have nec-
quired in the West Iudies, according to the re-
port of the Governor. That was one of the rea-
sous then given for the annexation of Texas;

and your Northern Democracy, which at that

time—1 will not speak of the present; I hope
they have improved—were ready to do anything
you asked, if you only gave them something by
which, if they could not deceive others, they
might themselves, caught it up, and the Demo-
eratic party in my own State resolved that they
were in favor of the annexation of Texas, be-
cause it would add more free than slave States
to the Union, and they had the suthority of Mr.

Walker for it. He said it would entirely abolish
Slavery in Delaware in ten years, fimish it in
Maryland in twenty, and make awful inroads in
Virginia. Well, sir, [ Mr. Masox in the chair, |
you ean state how much it has done in Virginia
on that subject.

There was another argument, and I almost
stagger credulity when 1 repeat it, but 1 find it
all in Mr. Walker's letter. It was necessary to
preserve the tariff. Yes, sir, the a was
made to the manufacturers of the New England
and Middle States, that the annexation of Texas
was necessary to preserve the tarifl. They found
out how etlicacious it was in that respect. That
problem was demonstrated sooner than will be
the other one, of how long it will take to abol-
ish Slavery in Virginia.

The third argument used by Mr. Walker for
the annexation of Texas was, that it was neces-
sary in a military point of view; and what do

ou suppose that military point of view was?
q‘hat it was necessary to defend New Orleans,
and to preserve the Union.

if Texas were not annexed, there would be a
Southern Confederacy, the Union would be dis-

solved, New Orleans would be at the merey of

any foe that would come to take it. Those were
the arguments. The annexation of Texas was
to prepare for the extinction of Slavery, it was
necessary to preserve the tariff, to protect New
Orleans, and cover the land with blessings, We

upon to manufacturers was this: if Texas should
be reannexed to the United States, in ten years
there was to be more cotton manufactured in
the United States than there was in Great
Britain, That was another of the consequences
to flow from its annexation.

Well, sir, the Democratic party listened to
these arguments. I did not, and I got turned
out of doors for not listening. The measure
wag consusmated, and consummated, too, by
the votes of the Northern Democeracy; and now
they have history left to tell them how true, how
specious, or how just, were the arguments by
which it was advocated. There is to be the
same cry always, that it is necessary in a mih-
tary point of view. Why is Caba so necessary
in a military point of view? What ean Cuba
do towards protecting the mouth of the Missis-
sippi? 1 believe the passage on the east side
ol the island to the eapes of Florida is some-
thing like eighty miles. The fleets of the world
could go in there without the fortifications on
either gide molesting them. On the western
side, from Cuba to Yueatan, T think the chan-
nel 15 still wider—more than eighty miles across,
How are you to protect and command the Gulf
of Mexico by owning this island of Cuba, which
has a chanmel eighty miles wide on each side
of it, unless you maintain a navy to do it? Mr.
Jefferson, when he, in the quotation which is
maude by the committee, nndertook to recom-
mend reeeiving Cuba into our Union, he suid
we should immediately erect a colomn on the
southernmost limits ol Cuba, and inscribe on
it that it was to be the ne plus wllra 1o us in
thut direction—seeming to admit, that if we took
Cuba, we were going as far as it could possibly
bu justifinble to zo on any condition, and that
we were to erect & monument when we got to
Cuba, to proclaim to all the world, through all

and for empire were satiated, at least in that
direction, and that we were to go no further,

But there was another part of Mr. Jefferson’s
opinion, in which he suys :

“ We should then have only to include the
¢ North in our Confederacy ; which would be, of
“ pourse, in the first war ; and we should have
* guch an empire for Liberty ad she has never
* gurveyed since the ereation.”

Well, sir, T have had oceadion, more than
once or twice, to speak about this north side of
the Union.  Mr. Jefferson thought it necessary
to throw that in, when he suggested the acqui-

North.
Texas was proposed, that the reannexation of

Well, sir, we reannexed Texas; but what be-
came of Oregon? There is a North to this
country, and, if we are to have annexation,
why in the name of geographical necessities do
we not ever look north? Here we have a great
empire bounding us on the north from the At
lantic to the Pacific.  We have the most dense
part of our population lying within cannon shot
of the fortifications and the vessels of the most
powerful nation on earth. Why, sir, during the
campaign of 1848, the Democratic candidate for
the Presidency slept right under British guns.
There was only a river that divided the city in
which he dwelt from the great force of the
British Empire. Well, sir, we have never
turned our thoughts that way. What is the
reason? Gentlemen will not admit that the
reason we look to Cuba, and neglect Cavada, is
that Spain is feeble, and Britain strong. They
will not admit that, though I very much fear
that the world will suspect it.

Now, I ask gentlemen, if there is a geographi-
cal necessity for our expansion, let us go north.
We have gone south long enough ; we have taken
Florida, we huve bought Louisiana, we have re-
annexed Texas, and we have divided Mexico;
but on the north our history has been directly
the reverse. When there 1s the greatest and
most powerful nation on earth owning rivers
which run into the very centre of our continent,
penetrating into some of the most densely-set-
tled and wealthy parts of our country, why is it
that the views of our statesmen, who give direc-
tion to our energies, and administer to this great
national taste for expansion, have never turned
their eyes north? Why is it that, when we come
to the north side of the confinent, instead of
annexing, we have been cutting off? If the
outlet of the Mississippi was 50 neces to the
great West fifty years ago, why is it that the
outlet to the St. Lawrence is not nece for
us now? The commerce that comes down
those lakes now is vastly, immeasurably, great-
er than the commerce of the West when we
purchased Louisiana, so many years ago. No,
sir; that is not the course of things; that is not
the direction which things take. The necessi-
ties of our annexation and onr ex ion are
always in one direction, and it so happens that
that is always and exactly in that direction
where a particular local inslitution exists and
_prevails. There it is that we seek and demand
and require expansion.

I think I do no injustice to the truth of his-
tory when I say, that if Slavery were to be abol-
ished in Cuba, and the experiment which has
been tried in the British West [ndia islands were
tried in the Spanish islands, and the experiment
should succeed beyond the most ardent expect-
ations of the most warm-hearted philsusm-

ist, if the chain shonld be stricken from the
ndman, I believe the same Administration
which to-day seeks Cuba, at an expense of
£100,000,000, would give £100,000,000 rather
than take it. They would not have it. Nobody

expects that this bill will accomplish the pro-

Mr. Walker said, |

got it. Another prediction Walker ventured |

time, that our avariee and our lust for dominion |

Oregon was thrown in as a sop for the North, |

ner in which she mul:] speak, in ll:lr- most em-
hatic lan in which ghe could give utter-
Enea to hgru.gﬁbgs on this Bllhjm.-llg., has told
u that, so far from beipg willing to sell, s
from being willing to negotiate, she will look i
upon the very proposition as offensive, and she
has the right to do so. But, whether ghe has
the right to do so or not, if such be the fact, if’

such be the temper and sach the disposition of
Spain, that she mks upon the proposition as
[ ve, shen I say, it you make the propo-

sition, instead of hastening, you will retard the
consummation of this measure.

_The true theory, Mr, President, of all this, is
given in this South Curolina paper. The an-
nexation of Cuba is to be the great war-cry of |
the Democratic party in the coming campaign, |
That is to be the issue with which they are to |

o before the people. That is to be the extruor- |

inary expedient that is to be resorted to in the
coming campaign, in order to deceive, delude,
and mislead, the people of this country, Sir, it |
is one of the omens of the time, and it is one of
the indications of the time, from which 1 1ake
courage. This party, that misrules the country,
that squanders our Treasury, that in times past
reduced us to bankruptey, feels that it is in o
situation in which an appeal 1o the popular in-
telligence cannot command the popular appro-
bation. They have made these appeals in |
times t. In 1844, they had Texns. In
1848,
they went to the bottom. Subsequently, some
new scheme was to be devised, and they un-
dertook to save the Union, and they saved the
Union. By the compromise of 1552, they un-
dertook to save themselves, and they did. Well,
sir, these things bave run out; saving the
Union will not do any longer. Texas is an-
nexed, and some extraordinary means and
measures must be adopted, to throw into the
political campaign a watchword upon which
the changes are to be rung; and that, in the

Vo man in his senses supposes that we can pol |
it. Every man, who looks at it dispassionately
and calmly, is obliged, as 1 believe, upon his
conscience, to say that the passuge of this hill
will postpone and retard, instead of accelern-

For myself, I should he willing to take Cu- |
ba; I should be willing thul this country might |
expand ; I have no objection to its expansion
indefinitely ; but 1 desire that it may be done
on just, honorable, honest, aud patriotic prin
ciples. I want no deception, and I want no |
humbug about it. 1 want nothing of this sort |
thrown into the political canvass for a wateh
word, with which to appeal 10 popular preju
dice and popular clamor, when the real oliject
that is to be attained is not the one which ap-
pears palpably upon the fiuce of the bill. 1 as-
sume that from the fact, that sinee this Lill |
has been talked of, and before it wus intro-
duced, we received the most positive assumn- I
ces that we could not effect that whick the 1Lill
proposes to effect,

I desire to say, further, that while I am will
| ing that the country should expand, and desire
that it should expand, 1 am not willing that it
shall expand continually in one direction, and
for the annexation of Tountries in which the in
stitution of American Slavery exists. I desire
not to interfere with the just rights of any State
of this Union in regard to any institution she
may see fit to keep up snd maintain, 1 never
have ; 1 am willing that they may have it, |
have said it before, aud I say it now. If it is
a Dblessing, let them bless themselves with it
if it is a carse, let them stagger under it; hut
I am not willing to extend the boundaries ol
this country for the express purpose of bringing
into this Confederacy territories, islands, and |
States, whose great and controlling merit, mov- |
ing the measure, is that they are gluve States, |
| slave territories, and slave iuiun-]r:.
| The Senator from Georgin [Mr. Toouns|
| says that he is willing w leave the question of

what is to be the character of the population of
| these islands, or these edntries aunexed, to the
law that the Ilru]lli.‘ themselves may make ; and
he thought that 1t was a sreat |-i--r:- of marnan-
imity in him, coming from the *

weaker sec
tion,”" to be willing to yield s0 much. Sir, [
can stand irony as well ag anybody ; but 1ihinl,
when a Southern gentlefian gets up here sud
talks about coming frons the wenker seetion of
the country, itis putting it on a little too stronge
it is a trope, & figure, that 1 think is a little 1o
heavy for a flight of rheturic.  The weaker por
tion of the Union! I am not going into the hi
tory of that section, or of that portion of the
Union, nor of' this weak system.  Suflice it 1o
gay, that united, unitie one section of the
| country as one man, swallowing up all divis-
{ ions and all parties and_ wll sects, presenting a
compact, impervious front, it dispenses the pat
ronage of this nation, shd by that means di
| vides and culs up andh conguers the North.
| That has been its histor/ in times past. Of the
| future, 1 do not propose to speak. When I hear
a gentleman from that section talk whout com
[ ing from the weuker portion of the Union, |
confess 1 feel as ift he was doing wovthing ol

than addressing a sobi®, serious, and solewmn
argnment to the Senate, No, sir; it is the b
terest, the great interesty that wmakes war and

[ makes peace, buys Territories and sells thew,
| puls up Presidents and pll"n them down.
| What killed Martin Van Buren? What de
prived him of the nomination of the Democratic
| party in 18447 Why, he had demonstrated
that it was constitutional to taka Texns: but Le
said, that while Texas was in a state of upen
war with Mexico, he did not think it would bLe
exactly right to annex her, and that we could
not do it consistently with our trenty obligations.
Well, sir, the history of Mr. Van Burcn is well
known. He stood no chanee after that. But
I want to show the manner in which the arou
ment was met.  The argument was met in this |
wise : When we annex Texas, although she i

sition of Cubn. He said that, after we had got | 1¢9} and if we takc_']i-xas,‘shu will be o part of |
Cuba, all we should want was to take in the | U8 and at peace with Mexico; and theu, if wur
. 1 believe, when the reannexation of | ©osues, Mexico will have to begin ity hecause

the United States and Mexico are at peace. |
We had a war with Mexico, and the great bur- ‘
den of the message of Mr. Polk, after the war
commenced, was to satisfy us that war com |
menced by the act of Mexico. 1 suppose if we |
were to follow out the suggestion made by the |
honorable Senator from Louisiana, which fooks |
like anything but purchase, and were to take |
Cuba by force, and Spain should undertake 1o |
resent it, it would be said the war commenced
by the act of Spain.

In the report—no, I think it was in the apeech
of the honorable Senator from Louisinna—it iy
evident he looks beyond this bill.
stands its spirit. He is not confined 1o the
letter, He knows that the letter is a mere
humbug ; there is nothing in it; he looks be-
yond it; and he says that we must say to
Spain, that we will extend the same aid 10
Cuba, when she undertakes to sssert her inde.
pendence, that France extended to ug in aur
great revolutionary struggle. 1 thank the hon.
orable Senator for the mauliness and the can.
dor with which he strips off the paltry diszuises
with which this poor bill undertakes to dresy
up this scheme, and tells you what we look ut,
It is Cuba; it is inevitable ; and we will declare
to the Cubans, “go on, declare yourselves in.
dependent; if you can achieve your independ-
ence, we will admit you into the Confederney
and if' you cannot, we will help you.” That is
the men.ningeofil. In one of the dispatches of
one of our Secretaries, Marcy or Buchanay, or
some of that latter-day class of politicians, they
undertake to say that the United States will
never seize Cuba while in possession of Spain,
and will never allow anybody else to have the
island. They admit, and the whole arcument
is based on the assumption, that Spain is too
weak to hold on to Cubn. They are willing
that she shall have it, if she could hold it: but
she cannot, and we will not let her call upon
snyhodglelse to help her; and when the ripe
apple
rality of the whole thing. |

Now, sir, let me characterize the measure as |
it l]:menta itself to my mind. Tt isx a gigantic
scheme of national rapine. It looks to nothing

He under-

have the effect to debauch ‘and corrupt the
public mind and the public morals. 1t is to
whet that keen appetite which, in years past, |
has m, in violation of cur laws and ocur

treaty obligations, fitting out expeditions to go |
and seize upon Cuba. It is & greal, giganlic
appeal to our national avarice, to our lust of
power, of conquest, of aggression, by all meaus
and by every means to seize upon Cuba. I
we do mnot in the letier countenance these
things, in its spirit, and in its ultimate effect, it
has that meaning, and nothing else.  The hon- |
orable Senator from Louisiana so treats it, and

so I treat it. It is an atu.'mrl to corrupt the |
public morals ; to eall upon all that i3 hase and |
gelfish, and avaricious aud grasping, in our |
national character, and orging them 1o a great |
tirade aguinst our ancient ally, which alone of
the nations of Europe, from the first day of our

fessed object. Spain, in the most solemn man-

national existence to the preseat time, has pre-

y bad wo politicul watchword, and |

resent imstance, is the acquisition of Cuba. |
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