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WASHINGTON, D. C
i

The Acquisition of Cuba.
SPEECH OF H0N7JOHN P. HALE,

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE,
IN* tiih: senate of the united states

febkcaky 15, 1859.

I Lave read. Mr. President, with some care
the re-port of the Committee on Foreign Relu
lions recommending this measure, and I havi
also read the message of the President of th<
t. nited States, and I will endeavor, as well a
1 may, to present very briefly what I think t<
be the argument of the committee. They star
out. not with attempting to prove, but with as

miming, that the acquisition of Cuba is a mat
ter of great Importance; and they say that t<
undertake to Drove that if is of imnnrtanee
would be 44 us much a work of supereroga
lion as to demonstrate an elementary problen
in mathematics, or one of those axioms of ethic*
or philosophy which have been universally re
oeived for ages and, further, 44 that the acqui
i itioti of Cuba may be considered a fixed pur
l»oae of the |x.-oph- of the United States, a pur
j.ose resulting from political and geographica
necessities."'

"I think I understand something of the doc
trine of necessity.I mean political necessity
It h-s l>een characterized in all time as th«
plea of tyrants. Geographical necessity I dc
itot understand so well ; but I may be permittee
to say, at the outset, that I do not think trope*
and figures are always the best arguments. It
.some of the arguments which have been ad
duced for the acquisition ot Cuba outside of Un
report of the committee, political gravitatioi
has been brought in to work with political ne

eessity and geographical necessity, and it i:
said that Cuba is gravitating to us. I think th<
Senator from Georgia [Mr. Toombs] wouk
have us infer that this gravitation began a grea
while ago, and that the v'elocity has been in
creasing in proportion to the squares of the dis
lances, until it has got now so great that it cat

hardly be resisted.
Sir, it will l»e a curious subject for some o

those jsjlitical philosophers to inquire why it i*
that this law of gravitation, which we have
ordinarily been taught to consider as universal
o|«erating alike upon all particles of matter, ir
all conditions, does not operate iq>on some o
the adjacent islands; why, stretching itself out
it has not affected Yucatan. How, in the nam*
of gravitation, is it, that every one of the Brit
-h islands, great or small, has not been affect

oil by this inagncm- influence? Why is it that
this (Kilitical gravitation uniformly affects the
pie-sessions of weak and feeble Powers? Gravi
tation, we have not ordinarily supposed, wa*

subject to such considerations.
But the great argument of the Committee 01

Foreign Relation* is. that it is a very conve
nient island : that it will he very desirable fo
us to possess it. 1 can understand that argu
nient. That an argument which is not ordi
nnrily uted in legislative assemblies, but ii
very different places, and under very difTeren
circumstances; it may Ik; characterized.I d<
not know how to characterize these doctrine*
independently of their authors, but I mean t<
d<» it; 1 mean to tqieak of doctrines.it is tin
doctrine of the highway; it is the doctrine o

p>»xr aa<l of might; it looks u|h>n a thing, ant

says it is desirable, and therefore we ought t<
have it, and we will have it.

But the Committee on Foreign Relations g<
on further. They undertake to prove, and
think they do prove, pretty conclusive!**, that wi
not only want it, but that we have been wautiiq
it for a loag time past. 1 agree to that. If yoi
will show me a place on God's earth that powe:
and avarice lust for to-day, 1 will show you i

place thaf jHiwer and avarice lusted for year
ago, and Hill I shall have done little or nolhin;
«/. ilumluiclFul* «t>.. mnialilD Ar (I...

the feelii^r that is entertained. I wish, howev
< r, to examine, a little in detail, the proofs tha
are arraved by the Committee on Foreign lie
lajt tns, to show that this lias been so desirable
These.proofs are to be found in the writings o
Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Clay. Mr. Buchanan, Mr
Alexander Kverett, Mr. l'.dward Everett, Mr
John CJuincy Adams, Mr. Van Buren, and Mr
Ma rev. I concede, for the sake of the argu
incut, that all these gentlemen have lusted at
tcr Cuba ; but 1 think, m> far as the authorit*
of Mr. Ji lferson is concerned, he goes agaitis
tlie ac quisition ; tor Mr. Jefferson, in the writiiq
cjuoted In the committee in their rcjMirt, say;

t nothing should ever be accepted by us whiel
would require a navy to defend it. That i.
Jefferson's opinion. 1 apprehend, to-day, there

no man in this Senate, no man in tins Con
gross, nt» man in this country, whose opinion i;
worth anything, who will tell you that Cub:
can be defended by sea without a navy,

Mr. 11A l.LOK\ . I do not wish to inter
rupt my friend from New Hampshire, but he ii
quoting Jefferson's opinion upon this point
and in that very letter lroin which he is quo
ting. Jetfcrsou says Cuba can la* defended with
out a navy, and that is the reason he reeom
mends it.

Mr. 11A1.F.. Mr. Jefferson says that nothingshould be ever accepted by us w hich could no
I* defended without a navy ; and it is true, ai
the Senator from Florida says, that in the same
litter Mr. Jefferson expresses the opinion tha
Cuba Could la* defended without a navy. Well
sir. as 1 said yesterday, 1 do not believe in the
infallibility of the Senate, nor do I lielieve ii
the infallibility of Mr. Jefferson. Mr. Jeffersot
had a natural ami innate and an undying ha
tivel ul' a navy : and 1 suppose that the grea
reason of his hatred to the navy was. that it wa
the pet child of the old Federal party. It wiv
the great bone of contention between the par
ties ot that day : and i I there was one thing Mr
Jetlersou abominated, it was a navy. Yot
kuow, Mr. President, that one ofthe first meas
ures of his~Administratii>n, when he came inte
powi-t . was to undertake to substitute gun-boat:
tiwr vessels of war. which had been intmducet
l>\ tl»< Federal party. But Mr. Jefferson, whei
lie etcpressed the opinion that Cuba could b<
defended without a navy, was entirely ignorant
for the thing had tot e xisted, of the creation o
a gn at steam marine. If Mr. Jefferson wore

i alive to-day. 1 apprehend that he, no more thai
any other >« n.-ible man, would venture tin
opinion that, at the present time, w ith the pres
e lit state of the naval affairs of the world, Cubi
e-euild be del. nd. d w ithout a navv. and wilhou
a laige navy.

Mr. John tjuincj Adams, who is also ejuotee
i : ii this subject, spe aking of this matter, says

" Nuuierous and formidable objections to th
extension of our territorial dominions beyonethe sea. present themselves to the lirst eon

1 teitiplation ol the subject."'
Sir, those objections to extending our territt

n:ii jx>> >»->s»o!is ix-vood liie seas, which, up<>ithe first blush of this mutter, suggested them
selves to Mr. Adams, exist to-day; and if yoiwill go ou and read every one of the opinion,of the earlier statesmen ol this country, sach a
Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Clay, Mr. John Quincv Ad
ami. Mr. Ah xaudcr Everett. and Mr. Edwan
Everett. 1 think you will iind everyone of thei
statements qualified, and they express the ide:
that, with the ]>r< nt condition ol' things, a

they existed at the time they wrote their let
ter.-i, they were content to let Spain oecupCuba as she did. Mr. Edward Everett deli\
ers himself upon this subject.and I think h
will obtain vastly more credit and more liono
by it than he will by going al>out to collec
1'uimIs to buy Mount \ ernon.as follows:

'A respectful .sympathy with the fortunes <i
t 4 UB ancient ally and a gallant people, wit]

4 whom the United States have ever maiutaine*
the most friendly relations, would, if no othe

' reason existed, make it our duty to leave he
4 id the undisturbed possession of this littl
4 remnant of her mighty transatlantic Empin
4 The President desires to do so. No word e

) 4 dt ,-d of his will ever question her title <
4 shake her jh>ssession."

That was the statement of Mr. Everett upo
C this subject: and you will find, 1 think, th

sentiments ofevery one of those gentlemen wh
are relied upon to prove that the acquisition <

Cuba would be desirable, thus qualified. Bu
sir, 1 do not meet that argument; 1 give up
we want Cuba. I mean, that is the purpose <

.U u iii ir.. i.-.:_. 1 . i
iik; iiaiii'iini wu«. n. itnu »l' ua*

desired it a long lime. We have desired
anxiously and earnestly. We desire it beeaus
ii is rich. It is rieh in the natural production
i f the earth, rich in it* commerce, and in ever

way desirable tor us to possess, it we could gc
it honorably: and it'this (troves anything ot' th
justice or the rightfulness or expediency <

taking it, it is an argument that might be tnadt
The Committee on Foreign Relations go o

:Utd argue this question at some considerabl
length. Thev say, in their report, that ther
are three alternatives tor Cuba : lirst, her poi
session b\ a foreign Power, which we woul
gwer suoinit toj secondly, Ler iudepeudeuci

wmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

which is impossible; and, thirdly, her acquis
tion by us, which is inevitable. Well, sir, Uios
are curious alternatives. One never can b«
the other never shall be, and the third is ine>
itable ; and we are called upon to-day to apprc
prlate #30,000,000 to bring about an inevitabl
consequence. 1 think it was stated by a Sent
tor sitting on the other side of the Chamber, i
reference to manifest destiny, 44 manifest destwi'' will take care of herself." She wants none (

our puny and feeble aid ; and I think, in th
present state of the Federal Treasury, it ia
wasteful and extravagant appropriation <

money, to appropriate, either actually or pro?e pectively, $30,000,000, to bring about an ine«
e itable consequence. That is the ground o
s which the committee place it.
J The committee not only prove that we hat
1 always wanted Cuba, anil, cannot help takin
'* it.it is inevitable.but they go on to fortify tl

justice and the propriety ot our taking her, 1
J the example of some of the other nations of tl
' earth. The report says :

44 Let Englaud pursue her march of conuue
4 and annexation in India, France extend hi
1 dominions on the southern shores of the Met
' iterranean, and advance her frontiers to ti.
' Rhine, or Russia subjugate her barbaror'
' neighbors in Asia; we shall look upon tbf$

,
' j»rogress, if not with favor, at least with indjj
4 ference."
Yes, sir, let Great Britain canyon her scheme

of conquest; let her annex kingdom after king
dom in India ; we look on, u ir not with favoatleast with indifference." Let France exten
her dominions; let her pursue and carry on h
schemes of conquest in Algeria ; we will nd
have a word to say there. Let Russia purs^unchecked her career of eotsquest upon tb
Caucasus; let her anticipate the time when th»
" sick man" in Constantinople will die, an<
seize upon Constantinople, and command tl^Mediterranean ; we will look on, " if not wit

s favor, at least with indifference."
j u We claim on this hemisphere ".here is th

ground on which the claim is put." the sa.u

privilege that they exercise on the other."
Then there is a beautiful liue in Latiu poetrj1 will endeavor to construe it:
" Hanc vr mar11 petimusque <lamusque vlciasim.'r

f Sir, whenever I hear a judge in court give
s opinion in Latin, I generally conclude that
5 is about to annouuee some infernal doctr^
, that he is ashamed to speak in English. [Laug'
; ter-J
1 ' Hanc veniam (x'timusque ilatnusque yicisaim ^

t Now, I will tell you what the pctimiisqvs an
: the damusque are in this case. JJainusque, v
" give.we give to England liberty to extend h"wars of conquest and aggression in India, a

swallow it all up; we look on, if not with I ivy
eertaiuly with indifference. iJauiH.syin.tut
it. France, take what you want anywhere; y.

J on with your conquests, not only where yoi
please, but as you please.damnsqitc, we gio

1 up that. Russia, go establish yourself on tl
\lnilit<>rrn!u»nn otul fit*' Ua<i.Kai-iic ii'tliA w'wl

r man
" Joes not die quite soon enough for yousmother him between the pillows.damut<ju<

[laughter ;] if we do not look on w ith favor,
1 do with indifference. This, sir, is an uncha;1 itable world j it is an ungrateful world ; but wil
} England and France and Russia be so ungrate
s ful and ungracious, if we have given up to then
J so much, if in the scale of damu* we liavi
; thrown such tremendous weights, as not to al

low us to take Cuba? Now listen to the pctt1 /mm.*. We want to do a little robbing on oi>
* own account. Here is a rich, beautiful islan

lying close to our shores ; its political gravit* tion is so great that we have hardly virtue
' keep it off: it is ready to fall into our hands

pelunits. [Laughter.] Stand by while we ta 3

that./tunc centum. That is all the /rctimii. ff
J ask of the world, and this is the argumentr stripped of its poetry, and translated into pla1 English.
s But there is another trope, and the repe*does great credit to the committee, and that
' one originally, I believe, introduced by >!:

Adams, and incorporated by the committee
1 their report. They say:

44 If an apple, severed by the tempest front it
4 native tree, cannot choose but fall to 1["<' * ground, Cuba, forcibly disjointed from its o«f

- ' unnatural connection with Spain, and in
' pable of self-support, can gravitate only !')

* 4 wards thd North American Union, which,4 the same law of nature, cannot cast her
4 from its bosont."

It is inevitable. I do not think poet1 applies. We have not to use jtefimns to wh;
* is inevitable, and will come whether we will

tVna- ,'ip till. 1..
....o a.6WMi« <-t i..«- ..pp.." i.1beautiful one. It is oik* that hoys can mid

s .stand ; ior we can remember when we look
l' ujhiii ripe apples hanging upon the trees, nj:

we have all of us deplored the waste that w ,

accruing, if the rij<e apples should fall to t-s
* ground and rot upon the soil; and, son

times, I am not certain but some of us. V
such an extravagance as that should happ<s and the apple should grow ripe and fall wh

' we were not by to catch it. have used a club- *

hasten this process of nature, and knocked t'
apple off lietbre it got quite ripe. [ Laughte Hutthe committee say the apple is absolut^ri|»e. Now, I am not certain that this ju<** ment may not have been formed a little by tig

1 hankering apjietite of the coinniittce for rip*' apples, instead of a precise knowledge of wha
1 the state of the fruit is. (Laughter.)1 These, 1 think, are the arguments that havi
» been adduced by the committee, in prose am
? in poetry. It is desirable; it is a rich island
1 we want it now, and youjcannot prove tlr.i
1 thereover was a time when we did not want it

we want it very much, and are determine*
* to have it; we cannot help it; this is the onl
s alternative there is for us.to tak".; it. \\ < wii
* let France, Russia, and England, take all th

world.tiamutifjuc.if they will only allow u

to have this pefimtu.to do what we canno
1 help doing'. Now, sir, cannot we reason w ill

the rest of the world, that they are acting un
> reasonably ?

Having fairly stated and answered, as well ;i* I eould, (for 1 am not acquainted with thes
1 tropes,) the argument of the committee, 1 wdl

now proceed to answer some of the position
* assumed by the honorable Senator from Loui>
1 iana, [Mr. Benjamin.) By a remarkable coin
e cidence, it turns out that this knowledge of th
' political necessity ami the geographical necos
L* aity, and the argument growing out ol ripfruit, and everything of that sort, seems to J*i
[i la-tter appreciated by the Senators from LouieI iana than by Senators from any other ]»i»rt-<the United States. 1 do not know that it^i

strange that it does. The magnetic intluciu
of that political gravitation which has bqpiV going on will be more likely to bo ti lt in tbuJ part of the coast nearest the magnet, than i

'* would in the more remote parts. But, sir, ther
is one |>ortiou of the argument of the Senate

h from Louisiana which, 1 doubt not, he thinks
" cannot answer, which he considers it is follv t

attempt to answer, which 1 will now undertak
II to answer. I shall not undertake to coutrovei
s one single word that he said about tin' cooli
s trade. If he has found a system of buina

slavery on the face of earth worse, and great!
worse, than any that he has seen on our cont

r ueut, I ain perfectly willing that he may e.>
a pt ud his sympathies and his philosophy UDO
s it. I shall not undertake to controvert it.

vield to him tor tho sake of the arguinen
) though 1 do not profess to be instructed in th

matter, tliat so tar as his censures have lalle
e upon the coolie trade, they are just. I wi
r not undertake to controvert them. So far ii
1 his censures have fallen upon the trade carrie

011 in African apprentices, I will not controvei
one word of them.

^ But, sir, when the Senator stands up lier^ i
the Senate, and undertakes to assume, as he

r that the experiment of emancipation tried b
r the British Government in their islands, an
e the abolition of domestic slavery, has been sue
'* a total failure that it is admitted and acknow
,r edged by everybody to be such, and is treate
,r as such at the present day, I beg leave to sa

to that honorable Senator, to the Senate, .in
u to the couutrv, the evidence upon that suh$e<e is not all one way. I admit, further, for tli
°. sake of the argument, that the experiment <

the emancipation of slaves in the British Wei
Indies has not been favorable to the cultivatio

j of the sugar estates, if there was 110 otht
" uesuny u> pe ueveiopea in the tuture, it tiiei
e *as no other lot that wiu desirable for mankin
" than to be converted into sugar planters,
* would ^rield him the argument; but, in inv ow
1-S State, in the whole ot the six New Knglan
} States, iu Pennsylvania, and in New York,
* believe there is not a single sugar planter: an
c yet we think that we have, in some tolerah

degree, answered the great purposes of a Chri
tian civilization in those communities: we b

" lieve that, upon the whole, we are not a wh
e lower in the scale of morals, of intellect, of m
* chauical arts, of industry, and of everytlui

which elevates and refines and advances hum:
41 society, than any of the sugar-growing State
e> I will not trespass upon that by alleging ai

*
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superiority. It is enough for the argument
e that we do not conceive that we are inferior,

jiotwithstanding we have not a sugar planter
among us.

But, sir, aside from the fact that the cultivastion of sugar may have suffered somewhat considerablyin the British West India islands,
n where this great experiment of emancipation
v has been tried, that beyond that it has been a

if jfailure I utterly deny, and I do not stand here
» to speak without the book npon that subject.
i, I hold in my hand a report made to the British
.f House of Commons in 1857, entitled " Accounts

and Papers." The first piece of evidence to
t Which I desire to call the attention of the Sen;ate is a copy of a dispatch from Governor F.

'Murray to the Right Honorable H. Labouchere,
' dated "Bermuda, June 18, 1856." I think the

Senator will find tluit every authority which I
quote to him is older and later than those
which lie gave to the Senate in the remarks
which he submitted. Governor Murray, in his
report, savs:

"Sir: 1 have the honor to transmit the Blue
Book for the year 1855.
" I am happy to report that the general state
and prosperity of the colony is satisfactory;

* ' that is strongly exemplified by the fact, (as
,

* you will perceive by the tabular returns,) that
r 4 tli»* exports have increased in value, when coni-pared with last year, front £25,563 to £41,420,
j 4 and that the imports hate increased from

4 £120,389 to £102,350. To this sum must be
,

* added imports to the value of £9,332 for the
I 4 use of her Majesty's military and naval forces,
* 4 and that of the convict establishment, making't 4 the total imports £171,888. 'l'liere has also
4

4 been an increase in the revenue, uotwith'4 standing that the ad valorem per rentage duty
t 4 on imports had beeu reduced one per cent.
1_ 4 Agricultural and commercial enterprise are

4 steadily augmenting, and improved habits of
ij 4 industry are observable i.mong the people

4 generally."
,» That is the Bermudas. I next read from a

e report made from Lieutenant Governor Shortlandto Governor Hi neks, dated the 16th day
.. of June, 1856. and written from Tobago. He

says, in this report:
44 Your Excellency submits to me the ques4tiou relative to the employment of the negro' 4 population not engaged in the culture of

" 4 sugar.4 whether they are industrious, or, as
4 represented to be the case in some colonies,
4 abandoned to slothful habits, and content with
4 the mere necessaries of life.' The negroes of
this island cannot be termed slothful or abanl'4 dotted ; they bear the character of being order''4 ly and well disposed, and, I believe, deservedly

,r ' .so. The black and colored classes have ac'4 quired a considerable amount of property,
t- ' Manv have raised themselves to the positionf'*j * of le -ecs of sugar estates, and a spirit of emvI'* illation seems to be on the increase. 1 am
u 4 a\Vare of offers having been made to proprij* rtors bv the negroes to rent estates, and to re-
p pair the works at their own cost; indeed, in one
14 ' instance, three negroes have taken the lease
'? * of an abandoned sugar works, and have re*4 paired both the mill and the boiling-house.
e Several other instances might be adduced of

equal enterprise. 1 am not, however, prepared
' to say that the negro, as a class, can be called
industrious, in the true sense attached to the

1 4 word. He is not fond of continuous labor."
e This is what the Governor says, and in that,
; I would add, he is not singular:

u But, when working for himself, taking the
r * average of a year, he performs a considerable
I 1 quantity of work. When working for hire, he
' ' gives his employers the smallest quantity he
' finds will be submitted to. The struggle, too,

4 never ceases; he must be constantly urged
' forward, or he would fail to work. Neverthe4less. I am induced to extend to him a decided

* ' preference over all other laborers lor general
II w4 purposes in a tropical climate."

1 next read from tin- report of the Colonial
' Secretary to Lieutenant Governor Shortlaud,
\ dated June 5, 1H.»«>, and some memoranda attainedthereto, I believe, by the stipendiary

magistrate. Speaking still of the island of
Tobago, he says;

* 44 The fact that a great majority of the negro
" " population.whether plantation laborers or
" otherwise.have, since emancipation, left the

plantation negro-houses, and acquired com'*j 4 fortable residences of their own. may he taken
>'j 4 as prium facie evidence that they are indus"4 t rious and saving. No man, contented with

4 the mere necessities of life, will work, and
)' ' fiave up money to buy a piece of land and
' 4 erect a house, and pay the taxes to which he
r 4 thereby subjects himself. I have been upv1 4 wards of t wenty years in Tobago, and 1 deny

4 that its peasantry are abandoned, to slothful
' *

' habits. 1 assert, on the contrary, that a more
1 iliibivtriulK itn.< n.-.l <.viul In tkia uinrlit

4
' sit least, when working tor themselves. 1 see

j ' no reason, either, tor employers on estates to
4 find fault. In the face of our taxation, 4 8<i.'

1 4 a day is not a very remunerative wage to la
j* borers whose employers in Great Britain are

4 * 4 comparatively untaxed for the produce which
4 they extract from Tobago. Better wages will
procure an increase of work. A minimum of

i ' wages naturally purchases a minimum iu rc4turn, and prompts tl»e peasantry to labor for
themselves rather than tor their employers."

' The next is a report from Antigua, another
e of the British West India islands. I read from
1 a dispatch from Governor Hamilton to the

Bight Honorable H. Labouchere. Governor
'* Hamilton says:
* 44 Although there has l>eeu a great diminution
' ' in the value of tropical produce, and the labor
' 4 of the plantation cultivation has proved in va

' rious years unremunerative, yet, upon the
J * whole, the success of the cultivation, by free
V 4 labor, of the valuable staple commodities of

the West Indies, in well-peopled colonies, is
f* 4 demonstrated by the results produced iu this
v 4 island, as well as in the neighboring island of

Barbados; and experience lias sufficed to
" * convince the public mind that there is no suf

fieicnt cause for despondency in the agricul4tural condition of the West Indian colonies."
Here is another colony, not one of the West

I Indies, but one in which the experiment of
the abolition of Slavery has been made.Mauritius.What I ain about to read is taken from
a report of Governor Higginson, dated May IS,
IBiiti. He says:

e
~ r.*i.~ ..» c-j

VUI VIV'JJ, n»i tuc |WI H'ai'Ill'U
' out' hundred and two thousand tons, and that
* now about being reaped promises to be still
' more abundant. Should the season continue

.. as favorable as it has hitherto been, the coin"
* ing crop may be estimated at not less than
one hundred and twenty thousand tons.about

4 double that exported in 1850; and as large11
4 tracts of cultivable land still lie unreclaimed,1 4 onlv awaiting the hand of the husbandman,' provided nothing occurs to obstruct the steadyinflux of immigrant labor, it is hardly possible! to estimate the limit of producing power at4tainable within another five years."

These arc all otficial documents, sent to the
, House of Commons by the Governors of those
0 islands. But 1 have a later and a more miuute
,, authority. Last year, in 1858, a gentleman ressiding iu Boston addressed a series of queries
j. to Governor Hineks. Governor ofthe five WindwardIslands: and I will read you an extract
. from his answer :

1 M Government Horse, Barbados,
t, January y, 1858.

e 44 My dear Sir : I willingly comply with your
n ' request, that I should communicate to you11 4 the opinions which I have formed as to the
is 4 results of the abolition of Slavery in the Britd4 ish \Vti$t Indies, as well in their bearing on
rt 4 the civilization of the emancipated classes, as

' on the general prosperity of the colonies. I
n 4 do this the more readily, because, being thor1,4 oughlyj persuaded that most erroneous opin,y4 t»1} i»fl tlti< lnHmrfant 1

»« « » ouujcwt pic» an ^t'licruid4 ly, both in Europe and America, I thiuk that
h 4 every possible assistance should be ^iven to
1- ' those who take the trouble to inquire into the
d 4 actual condition of these colonies.
,y 44 The errors to which I shall more especiallyd 4 advert are, first, the assertion that slave labor
t 4 is cheaper than free. Secondly, the charge
ie 4 of habitual indolence advanced against the
>t 4 creolei of African descent, which has led, it
it 4 is alleged, to the abandonment of the sugar
n 4 estates, and the consequent ruin of the propri>r4 etors.
e 44 On the first peint, namely, the comparative
d 4 cost of free and slave labor, I believe that lit14 tie if any difference of opinion evails among
it 4 the proprietors of this island. A is, however,
d 4 much to be regretted that .the West Indian
1 4 planters have itfore than once, since the ped4 riod of emancipation, made formal complaints
le 4 to the Imperial Parliament, founded on their
s- 4 inability to compete in the production of
e- 4 sugar by free labor with the slav labor of forit4 eign countries.
e- 44 The object of the complainants doubtless
ig 4 was to obtain a continuance of the protective
in 4 duties then levied upon foreign sugars. I can,
s. 4 however, state with confidence, that many who
ly 4 at one time held the oj inion that the increased
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4 production of sugar in Cuba was to be attributedto the cheapness of slave labor, have
4 long since discovered their error. For my4 own part, I entertain no doubt that the pro4ductiveness of Cuba is to be mainly attributed
4 to its rich virgin soil, on which ratooning c/tn
4 be carried on for many years with little labor.
4 Land in that island is abundant and cheap,4 and labor is in great demand for clearihg and4 preparing it for cultivation." * * *

41 As to the relative cost of slave and free
4 labor in this colony, I can supply you with.
4 facts, in which the most implicit relianef may
4 hfi dIewhI. Thpv havp hpon fimiialioil tn mo
4 by the proprietor of an estate containing three
4 hundred acres of land, and situated at a dis4tance of about twelve miles from the shipping4 port. The estate referred to produced during
4 Slavery equal on an average to one hundred and
4 forty hogsheads of sugar of the present weight,4 aud required two hundred and thirty slaves.
4 It is now worked by ninety free laborers.
4 sixty adults and thirty under sixteen years of
4 age. Its average product during the last
4 seven years has been one hundred and niuety4four hogsheads."

In Slavery, 230 slaves produced 140 hogsheads,and after emancipation 90 free laborers
produced 194 hogsheads. Again:44 The average of pounds of sugar to each la4borer during Slavery was 1,043 pound^, and,4 during Freedom, 3,004 pounds. To estimate
4 the cost of slave labor, the value of 230 plaves4 must be ascertained," Ac.

Another extract from the same letter. He
says: *

441 shall now proceed to the consideration of
4 the complaint against the Creoles of African
4 descent, that they are indolent, and that they4 have abandoned the sugar plantations. This
4 is a subject involved in much greater difficul4ty than the one on which I have already treat4ed. 1 admit that thu planters generally, in
4 several of the British colonies, would vehe4mently maintain the correctness of the charge.
4 I am, however, bound to affirm that, after a
4 most patient investigation, I have been unable
4 to arrive at such a conclusion. There is no
4 doubt that the condition of the laboring
4 classes ought to be worse in Barbados than in
4 any of the other colonies, lu Barbados, land
4 is exorbitantly dear, being worth, in small
4 quantities, from four to six hundred dollars
4 per acre. Wages are from ten pence to one
4 shilling per day, as I have already stated.
4 There are only five working days in the week,
4 except during crop time. With all these disad4vantages, the small proprietors in this island,
1 holding less than live acres ofland, increased, in
4 sixteeu years, from about eleven hundred to
4 three thousand five hundred and thirty-seven.
4 I doubt much whether such a proof of iudus4trious habits could be furnished with regard
4 to a similar class of laborers in any other
' country in the world. I adduce the above re4markable fact to prove that in this island there
' has been no want of industry on the part of
4 the Creoles of African descent. 1 think that
4 in those colonies in which the sugar estates
4 have been partially abandoned, we must look
4 to other causes than the indolence of the la4borers."
Again:
44 With regard to the condition of the African

4 race, I can answer your queries with unmixed
4 satisfaction, and with the conviction that there
4 will be little, if any, difference of opinion
4 among well-informed persons on that subject.
4 The improvement which has taken place in
4 the religious condition of the people of all
4 classes, and the progress of education, is quite
4 equal to what could reasonably have been
4 expected. The Creoles are advancing rapidly
4 in civilization."

That is the opinion of Governor Hincks,
dated this year, of the state of things in the
island of Barbados. I now wish to show you
that, in other respects than the mere physical
one, this experiment has not been a failure. 1
read from a letter from the Bishop of Barbados.
He gives some other statistics. The Bishop
says:

44 The following is a comparative view of our
4 church schools in Burbados at the dates men4tioned:

Daily Primary or National.
Year.Schools. Scholars.

1825 8 600
18M427 1,574

184140 3,004
185770 6,180

Daily Dame or Infant.
1825 ------- .

lt<34 3 ".Mil
1841 2 173
1857 - - - 14 1,140

Again, on another point:
1826. 1834 1841. 1858

Number of clergy in Barbados- 15 29 33 43
Churches and chapels 14 23 3660
Amount of church accommodation5,000 7,750 22.500 28.000

So, sir, when tried both by the s^ndard of
progress in schools and in churches, the experimentof emancipation in the West Indies does
not seem to be so disastrous as the Senator
would suppose. A letter front the Hon. B. T.
Young, written to the same gentleman in anrto the same letter, dated January 13,1858,
says:

44 The religious condition of the people gen'erally has greatly improved since the aboli'tion of Slavery ; and, undoubtedly, emancipa4tion has removed many of the obstacles that
' existed during Slavery, and stood in the path'way of the slave in improving his religious
' condition."

In regard to education, he says:" Greatly improved, but by no means to the
4 extent desired. Popular feeling is now press4ing the enlargement of education to all class4es, and the Legislature of Barbados is quite
4 willing to carry it out to the extent desired,
4 by increasing the annual grant towards edu4cation."

In respect to crime, he says:
441 do not think there is more crime now

4 than in the days of Slavery; because the
4 owner, during Slavery, had the power to pun4ish all crime short of capital offence. Now,
4 all crime is punished by the courts, and thus
4 a wide publicity is given to it."

In answer to the question, ''Are the estates,
generally speaking, better cultivated under free
labor than they were under slave?" he says:44 In Barbados, the estates are, generally' u t tixQ L'tnrr Itoffor e«nlt i en 4«>/! m«4k ! » l«k^... *k« »»

..ft, «««. """ ,®uul mj»"
4 they were under the slave labor.

4 I believe it is generally admitted that the
4 eost of production is generally less under a
4 free-labor system.

4' The voice of one and all pronounces it to be
4 a blessing. * * * There can be no ques4tion that emancipation has worked most bene4fieially for the emancipated classes.

4> The condition of the poor whites in Bar4bados is lamentably deteriorated, but from
4 causes quite apart and distinct from emanci
4 patiou."
Now, sir, I desire to call the attention of the

Senate to the island of Jamaica, in which it is
said, I believe, that the most disastrous consequenceshave ensued from this experiment of
emancipation. The Governor, in writing from
Jamaica, says:

44 The returns from the several jails continue
4 to testify to the comfortable condition and
4 peaceful disposition of the lower orders."

Instead of Jamaica being about to be abandonedas hopelessly given over to barbarism,
the Governor says:

44 Such a revival is distinctly traceable in
4 these returns ; the comparison for the last
4 four years standing as under, after correc4tion of an error into which 1 was last year4 betrayed by the total omission from the cus4tom-house tables, which were very carelessly4 prepared by the then Comptroller of Naviga*tir^ii T.avq nf iKo wolna /vfl>.-j- *.»

~, ». »».v, Tuiuc hi uriusu f:uuus iiiJ4ported:
Imports Exports4 1852 - - - £837,894 £927,3774 1853 - - - 864,094 837,2764 1854 - - - 926,166 932,3164 1855 - - - 899,508 1,009,325"

Again he says:
4> Last year 1 could sum up my report with

4 no greater amount of encouragement than an
4 assurance that the position of the colony had
4 grown no worse, and that its prospects were
4 by no means desperate ; this year, I am fairly4 entitled to found on the facts and tigures 1
4 have passed in review much more sanguine4 inferences; and though difficulties and draw4hacks still remain to be encountered, I feel
4 far more confident of the ultimate restoration
4 of prosperity than I ever did before."

So, sir, even in Jamaica, affairs are not quite
so hopeless as the Senator from Louisiana supposes;and I hope that he will come to the
conclusion that the experiment of emancipationin those British West India islands has not
been so utter a failure as he had been led to
imagine. The people, instead of working uponthe plantations, have become land-owners, and
in sixteen years the small laud-owners, holdiug

>
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small estates of five acres and upwards, have
increased more than three hundred per cent.
I am glad that the honorable Senator has based
the argument for the annexation of Cuba upon
what he says is the conviction that compulsory
labor is absolutely necessary to the maintenance
of that island, lie argues that compulsory laborcan only be maintained there, first, by the
introduction of the coolie trade, which he condemnsin no measured terms ; by the apprenticeship,to which he is equally opposed ; and
by the foreign slave trade, whfch, I suppose,from the tenor of his remarks, does not meet
his approbation. He would have it left for us
to infer that the only alternative by which this
demand for compulsory labor by which the
agriculture of Cuba is to be maintained is, that
these slaves are to come from the United States
of America : that when Pnha is annexed to us.

the foreign slave trade being cut off, the necessitiesof compulsory labor still continuing, the
United States of America must then take the
place and occupy the position which the coast
of Africa now occupies, and instead of foreign
slavers going from Cuba to the coast of Africa
to get their cargo ofhuman muscles with which
to carry on the agricultural labor of Cuba, that
they are to come to the United States; and
that this great demand for compulsory labor is
to be supplied by annexation. That I understandto be the argument.
The President of the United States puts it

011 the ground, also, that it will tend to the
abolition of the foreign slave trade. Now, sir,
1 confess that I am not entirely clear in my
convictions of the propriety of this suggessionfrom the present Executive. 1 think, before it
becomes us to annex foreign territories to our

possessions for the purpose of putting down the
African slave trade, that we see to it that we

put it down in the possessions we have now

got. I believe, from the commencement of the
Government down to the present day, it has
never transpired that any man has been convicted,in any of your Federal courts in any of
the States of this Union, for being engaged in
the foreign slave trade. I may be mistaken in
that, but 1 think I am not. The Federal judiciaryis utterly powerless, to-day, if newspapersbe relied upon, for the enforcement of the
laws against the slave trade in the States of
this Union. The doctrine has been openly
avowed within a few days, within a short distanceof where I stand, that this foreign slave
trade must be reopened, to enable the Southern
States to contend with that species of labor
against the emigration which is coming from
Europe into the Northern and Eastern States.
Now, sir, it is very well for the President to

be desirous to put down the foreign slave trade,
but 1 would commend to the President, and to
those gentlemen who desire to put down the
foreign slave trade by annexing Cuba, this
simple admonition of one of the Apostles, I believeit was Paul, who, in writing to his brethren,says : " When thou art converted, strength-
en thy brethren." That saying would seem to
imply that it is not very well for us to begin to
strengthen anybody else, until we have converted
ourselves. I would say to the President of the
United States, and 1 would say to those gentlemenwho are desirous of the annexation of
Cuba for the purpose of putting down the foreignslave trade, that they had better begin bv
putting it down at home. They had better see
that the Federal judiciary and the Federal laws
are able to deal with this great sin and this
great crime upon our own coasts, before we go
abroad beyond the seas, for the purpose of annexingCuba to put it dowu there. It will be
time enoagh for us to enter upon a crusade for
the abolition of the foreign slave trade in Cuba,
when we have abolished it upon our own shores
and in our own country.

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator from
New Hampshire permit me to ask him a question?

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir.
Mr. BENJAMIN. I will ask the Senator,

who is very urgent that the Federal judiciary
shall put down the African slave trade with the
United States, if he knows of a solitary instance
in which a solitary African slave has been introducedinto the I* nited States except the recent
case of the Wanderer, which the Federal otli
cers are now pursuing ?

Mr. HALE. I do not know, because I never
visited any further south than Virginia ; my
opinion is ueriveu ironi papers altogether.
I pou that subject I have no particular information,but I have a very decided conviction. I
do not know that there has been any other;
but the case of the Wanderer is enough. That
may be the first one that has been discovered
and brought out palpably; but is the Senator
so ignorant of what has transpired in the city of
New York, if we are to believe the papers and
the accounts that couie from there, that he
means to say that vessels are not fitted out, and
have not been for years, in the city ofNew York,
for the foreign slave trade ?

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will state to the Senator,with great pleasure and with entire candor,
that I believe a great many vessels are fitted
out in the United States for the purpose of carryingon the slave trade between the coa*t of
Africa and Cuba.not one, to my knowledge,
nor do I believe one ever has existed, except
the solitary case of the Wanderer, for carrying
on the slave trade with the United States.

Mr. HALE. W ell, sir, that is all 1 desire.
The witness has answered everything 1 wanted
him to answer. 1 am satisfied.

Mr. BENJAMIN. So am I.
Mr. HALE. So am I ; and now I will proceedto argue the case. The Senator has no

doubt tha^t a great number of vessels are fitted
out in the city of New York for the purpose of
engaging in the foreign slave trade between
the coast of Africa and Cuba, in which they
violate the laws of the land and our treat}* stipulations'T and your Federal power has been incompetentto arrest that business in the city of
New York. If it cannot take care of the slave
trade in the city of New York, 1 think it will
be very difticuk to do it in Cuba.

But, Mr. Presidont, I will deal candidly with
this subject, and with the authors of this jwoposition.I do not believe that this measure is
pushed at this time with the expectation, the
remotest expectation, that Cuba is to be annexedby it. I think I hold in my hand a

paragraph from a newspaper which gives the
true clue to this whole movement, and I will
read it. It is taken from the Carolina Spartan,
dated February 3, 1859 :

44 Purchase op Cuba..In both Houses of
4 Congress, propositions are pending to appro4priate and place at the disposal of the Presi4dent $30,000,000, to be used in negotiations
4 for the purchase of Cuba. The report of the
4 committee, in the Senate, by Mr. Sui>ki.i. oc4cupied one hour in reading. On the subject
4 of the acquisition, the Washington correspond4ent of the Charleston Meramj holds this lan4gnage:

44 4 Among politicians, the acquisition ofCuba
4 is the absorbing topic of conversation. It is
4 evident Mr. Buchanan has purjKwely reserved
4 this question for political capital, and intends
' to make it the lever bv which to raise the
4 Democratic party out of ''the Slough of
' despond" into which the Abolitionists had
' thrust it. It is a subject peculiarly attractive
4 to the people of the North, who, while they
4 are fondly deyoted to free negroes, are still
4 more ardent in their love of " free sugar,"
' and will go for Cuba without Slavery. If
4 anything in the future may be predicted from
' the present complexion of affairs, "Cuba " is
' to be the Democratic war-cry in the Presi4dential campaign of I860, and is the only
' thing which is likely to give us a Democratic
4 President.'"

I do not believe it will do that, either.
[Laughter.] When I read an extract from
Governor Hincks's letter, the honorable Senatorfrom Louisiana was curious to know what
paper it was published in, as if a document
coming from the hands of an individual could
be affected in its character for veracity, by that
of a paper in which it was printed. It was

printed in the National Era: but this that I
speak of, this Democratic war-cry article, has
no abolition taint about it. It comes from
South Caroliua, from the Charleston Mercury,
which I understand to be the alkoran of the
party. In that article it is said that the war-cry
of the next Presidential campaign is to be
Cuba; and that, it anything in this world can

lift the Democracy out of the slough into which
it ha3 been thrust, this will do it. I think the
President overrates altogether the power of
Cuba, in that resjiect. He does not know what
a job it would be to do that. General Taylor
came into the Presidency an honest man, and
he entertained the idea that he was going to
bring the Government back to its original purity.Providence took him from the evil that
was to come. It broke the old man down. He
did not know what a job it was to bring this
Government back to its original purity. I have
heard nothing in modern times equal to it in
absurdity, except this attempt to hit the Democraticparty out of the slough of despond, iu

10, 1859.
18G0. I have read the President's arguments ;
they are not new. When 1 read this report, I
could not but be struck with the similarity of
some of the arguments to those that were used
in Congress on a former occasion, some fifteen
years ago. I allude to the annexation of Texas.

Mr. President, you have forgotten, I venture
'to say, the arguments by which that measure
was carried through Congress. I had almost
forgotten them myself; but I have been refreshingmyself on that subject. I have lately read
a letter published by a distinguished Senator
from Mississippi.he is not one now, but was
one in former (lays.in which he undertakes to
argue the annexation of Texas; and 1 will tell
you what the grounds uj>on which he put it
were, and I commend that letter to gentlemen;
they should go and read it. In the first place,
he said it was a great abolition measure, and
would tend to the rapid extinction of Slavery in
the United States. Said Mr. Walker, in a letteraddressed to the citizens of Carrollton, I
think it was, in Kentucky, if Texas should be
reannexed.why do not Senators put that re on
to Cuba?.Slavery would be abolished in Delawarein ten years, in Maryland in twenty, and
it would have been very much lessened and decreasedin Virginia. ^Texas was to be the outletby which Slavery, by the law of political
gravitation, was to slide oft' through Texas into
Central America, where there was no prejudice
against color; and there the colored man was
to be elevated, and was to create a new condit.1v i_: l / i i I t-1 i I
nun lur nimseii, sucn as me uihcks nave acquiredin the West Indies, according to the reportof the Governor. That was one of the reasonsthen given tor the annexation of Texas ;
and your Northern Democracy, which at that
time.1 will not speak of the present; I hope
they have improved.were ready to do anything
you asked, if you only gave thein something by
which, if they could not deceive others, they
might themselves, caught it up, aud the Democraticparty in my own State resolved that they
were in favor of the annexation of Texas, becauseit would add more free than slave States
to the Union, and they had the authority of Mr.
Walker for it. He said it would entirely abolish
Slavery in Delaware in ten years, finish it in
Maryland in twenty, and make awful inroads in
Virginia. Well, sir, [Mr. Mason in the chair,]
you can state how mucn it has done in Virginia
on that subject.

There was another argument, and I almost
stagger credulity when 1 repeat it, but I find it
all in Mr. Walker's letter. It was necessary to
preserve the tariff. Yes, sir, the appeal was
made to the manufacturers of the New England
and Middle States, that the annexation of Texas
was necessary to preserve the tariff'. They found
out how efficacious it was in that respect. That
problem was demonstrated sooner than will be
the other one, of how long it will take to abolishSlavery in Virginia.
The third argument used by Mr. Walker for

the annexation of Texas was, that it was necessaryin a military point of view; and what do
you suppose that military point of view was ?
That it was necessary to defend New Orleans,
and to preserve the Union. Mr. Walker said,
if Texas were not annexed, there would be a

Southern Confederacy, the Union would be dissolved,New Orleans would be at the mercy of
any foe that would come to take it. Those were
the arguments. The annexation of Texas was
to prepare for the extinction of Slavery, it was
necessary to preserve the tariff, to protect New
Orleans, and cover the land with blessings. We
got it. Another prediction Walker ventured
upon to manufacturers was this: ifTexas should
be reannexed to the Uuited States, in ten years
there was to be more cotton manufactured in
the United States than there was in Great
Britain. That was another of the consequences
to flow from its annexation.

Well, sir, the Democratic party listened to
these arguments. I did not, and I got turned
out of doors for not listening. The measure
was consummated, and consummated, too, by
the votes of the Northern Democracy; and now

they have history left to tell them how true, how
specious, or how just., were the arguments by
which it was advocated. There is to be the
same crv always, that it is necessary in a mili-
tary point of view. Why is Cuba so necessary
in a military point of view ? What can Cuba
do towards protecting the mouth of the Missis-
sippi ? I believe the passage on the east side
of the island to the capes of Florida is some-

thing like eighty miles. The fleets of the world
could go in there without the fortifications on
either side molesting them. On the western
side, from Cuba to Yucatan, I think the channelis still wider.more than eighty miles across.
How are you to protect and command the Gulf
of Mexico by owning this island of Cuba, which
has a channel eighty miles wide on each side
of it, unless you maintain a navy to do it? Mr.
Jefferson, when he, in the quotation which is
made by the committee, undertook to recom-
mend receiving Cuba into our Union, he said
we should immediately erect a column 011 the
southernmost limits of Cuba, and inscribe on
it that it was to be the ne jj/m.x ultra to us in
that direction.seeming to admit, that if we took
Cuba, we were going as far as it could possibly
be justifiable to go on any condition, and thai
we were to erect a monument when we got to
Cuba, to proclaim to all the world, through all
time, that our avarice and onr lust for dominion
and for empire were satiated, at least in that
direction, and that we were to go no further.

But there was another part of Mr. Jefferson's
opinion, in which he sats :

" We should then have only to include the
' North in our Confederacy ; which would be, of
i course, in the first war; and we should have
1 such an empire for Liberty as she has never
' surveyed since the creation."

Well, sir, 1 have had occasion, more than
once or twice, to speak about this north side of
the Union. Mr. Jefferson thought it necessary
to throw that in, when he suggested the acqui-
sition of Cuba. He said that, after we had got
Cuba, all we should want was to take in the
North. I believe, when the reannexation of
Texas was proposed, that the reannexation of
Oregon was thrown in as a sop for the North.
Well, sir, we reannexed Texas; but what becameof Oregon? There is a North to this
country, and, if we are to have annexation,
why in the name of geographical necessities do
we not ever look north ? Here we have a great
empire bounding us on the north from the Atlanticto the Pacific. We have the most dense
part of our population lying within cannon shot
of the fortifications and the vessels of the most
powerful nation on earth. Why, sir, during the
campaign of 1848, the Democratic candidate for
the Presidency slept right under British guns.
There was only a river that divided the c-ity in
which he dwelt from the great force of the
British Empire. Well, sir, we have never
turned our thoughts that way. What is the
reason? Gentlemen will not admit that the
reason we look to Cuba, and neglect Cauada, is
that Spain is feeble, and Britain strong. They
will not admit that, though I very much fear
that the world will suspect it. 1

Now, I ask gentlemen, if there is a geographi-
I .w.^cili-fiwnnrarnun^Ai. WI.

We have gone south long enough; we have taken
Florida, we have bought Louisiana, we have reannexedTexas, and we have divided Mexico ;
but on the north our history has been directly
the reverse. When there is the greatest and
most powerful nation on earth owning rivers
which run into the very centre of our continent,
penetrating into some of the most densely-settledand wealthy parts of our country, why is it
that the views of our statesmen, who give directionto our energies,and administer to this great
national taste for expansion, have never turned
their eyes north? Why is it that, when we come

to the north side of the continent, instead of
annexing, we have been cutting off? If the
outlet of the Mississippi was so necessary to the
great West fifty years ago, why is it that the
outlet to the St. Lawrence is not necessarv for
us now? The commerce that comes down
those lakes now is vastly, immeasurably, greaterthan the commerce of the West when we

purchased Louisiana, so many years ago. No,
sir; that is not the course of things; that is not
the direction which things take. The necessitiesof our annexation and onr expansion are

always in one direction, and it so happens that
that is always and exactly in that direction
where a particular local institution exists arid
prevails. There it is that we seek and demand
and require expansion.

I think 1 do no injustice to the truth of historywhen I say, that if Slavery were to be abolishedin Cuba, and the experiment which has
been tried in the British West India islands were
tried in the Spanish islands, and the experiment
should succeed beyond the most ardent expectationsof the most warm-hearted philanthropist,if the chain should be stricken from the
bondman, I believe the same Administration
which to-day seeks Cuba, at an expense of
$100,000,000, would give $100,000,000 rather
than take it. They would not have it. Nobody
expects that this bill will accomplish the professedobject. Spain, in the most solemn man-

ner in which she could sp^ak, in the most emphaticlanguage in which she could give utteranceto her feelings on this subject, has told
you that, so far from beipg willing to sell, so

far from being willing to negotiate, she will look
upon the very proposition as offensive, and she
has the right to do so. Rut, whether she has
the right to do so or not, if such be the fact, if
such he the temper and such the disposition ol
Spain, that she looks upon the proposition as

offensive, |hen I say, if you make the projmsition,instead of hastening, you will retard the
consummation of this measure.
The true theory, Mr. President, of all this, is

given iu this South Carolina paper. The annexationof Cuba is to be the great war-erv of
the Democratic party in the coming campaign.That is to be the issue with which they are to
go before the people. That is to be the extraordinaryexpedient that is to be resorted to in the
coming campaign, in order to deceive, delude,and mislead, the people of this country. Sir, it
is one of the omens of the time, and it is one of
the indications of the time, from which 1 take
courage. This party, that misrules the country,that squanders our Treasury, that iu times pastreduced us to bankruptcy, feels that it is iu a
situation in which an appeal to the popular intelligencecannot command the popular approbation.They have made these ap{>eals in
times past. In 1844, they had Texas. In
1848, they had no political watchword, and
they went to the bottom. Subsequently, some
new scheme was to be devised, mid th.-v mi-

dertook to save the Union, and they saved the
Union. By the compromise of theyundertookto save themselves, and they did. Well,
sir, these things have run out; saving the
Union will uot do any longer. Texas is annexed,and some extraordinary means and
measures must be adopted, to throw into the
political campaign a watchword upon which
the changes are to be rung; and that, in the
present iustance, is the acquisition of Cuba.
No man in his senses supposes that we can get
it. Every man, who looks at it dispassionately
and calmly, is obliged, as 1 believe, upon his
conscience, to say that the passage of this bill
will postpone and retard, instead of accelerating,this measure.

For myself, I should be willing to take Cuba; 1 should be willing thai this country might
expand ; 1 have no objection to its expansion
indefinitely; but 1 desire that it may be done
on just, honorable, honest, aud patriotic principles.I want no deception, and 1 want no

humbug about it. 1 want nothing of this sort
thrown into the political canvass tbr a watchword,with which to appeal to popular prejudiceaud popular clamor, when the real objectthat is to be attained is not the one which appearspalpably upon the face of the bill. 1 assumethat from the fact, that since this bill
has been talked of, and before it was introduced,we received the most positive assurancesthat we could not effect that which the bill
proposes to effect.

1 desire to say, further, that while I am willingthat the country should expand, ami desire
that it should expuud, 1 am not willing that it
shall expand continually in one direction, and
for the annexation of countries in which the in-1
stitution of American Slavery exists. I desire
not to interfere with the just rights of any State
of this Union in regard to any institution she
may see fit to keep up tuid maintain. 1 never
have ; I am willing that they may have it. I
have said it before, aud 1 say it now. If it is
a blessing, let them bless themselves with it;
if it is a curse, let them stagger under it; bui
I am not willing to extend the boundaries of
this country for the express purpose of bringing
into this Confederacy territories, islands, and
States, whose great aud controlling merit, movingthe measure, is that they are slave States,
slave territories, and slave islands.
The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Toomiis|

says that lie id willing to leave the question of
what is to be the character of the population of
these islands, or these cdiiutries annexed, to the
law that the people themselves may make : and
he thought that it was a great piece of magnanimityin him, coming ffoin the " weaker section,"to be willing to yield so much. Sir. I
can stand irony as well as anyliody; but I think,
when a Southern gentleman gets up here and
talks about coming from; the weaker section of
the country, it is putting jt on a little too strong ;
it is a trope, a figure, that 1 think is a little too
heavy for a flight of rhet >ric. The weaker portiouof the Union 1 1 am not going into the hi
lory of that section, or of that portion of the
Union, nor of this weak system. Suffice it t«>

say, that united, unitii^g one section of the
country as one man, swallowing up all divisionsand all parties and all sects, presenting a

compact, impervious trout, it dispenses the patronageof this nation, slid by that means dividesand cuts up audt conquers the North.
That has been its history in times past. Of the
future, I do not propose to speak. When 1 hear
a gentleman from that section talk about coiningfrom the weaker portion of the Union, 1
confess I feel as if he was doing anything else
than addressing a sol»*t\ serious, and solemn
argument to the Senate. No, sir; it is the interest,the great interest, that makes war and
makes j>eace, buys Territories and sells them,
puts up Presidents and pulls them down.
What killed Martin Van Buren? What deprivedhim of the nomination of the Democratic

party in 1^44? Why, he had demonstrated
that it was constitutional to take Texas; but lie
said, that while Texas was in a state of open
war with Mexico, he did not think it would be
exactly right to annex her. and that we could
not do it consistently with our trcutv obligations.
Well, sir, the history of Mr. Van Buren is well
known. He stood no chance after that. But
I want to show the maimer in which the argumentwas met. The argument was met in this
wise; When we annex Texas, although she is
at war with Mexico, we are at peace with Mex

l :r.... t, ..u :n i . e
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us, and at peace with Mexico; and then, if war
ensues, Mexico will have to begin it, because
the United States and Mexico are at peace.
We had a war with Mexico, and the great burdenof the message of Mr. Polk, after the war
commenced, was to satisfy us that war commencedby the act of Mexico. I suppose if we
were to follow out the suggestion made by the
honorable Senator from Louisiana, w hich looks
like anything but purchase, and were to take
Cuba by force, and Spain should undertake to
resent it, it would be said the war commenced
by the act of Spain.

In the report.no, I think it was in the speechof the honorable Senator from Louisiana.it is
evident he looks beyond this bill. He understandsits spirit, fie is not confined to the
letter. He knows that the letter is a mere
humbug; there is nothing in it; he looks beyondit: and he says that w«- must say to
Spain, that we will extend the same aid to
Cuba, when she undertakes to assert her independence,that France extended to us in our
great revolutionary struggle. I thank the honorableSenator for the manliness and the sudorwith which he strips oft'the paltry disguise i

with which this poor bill undertakes to dr- ss
up this scheme, and tells you what we look at.
It is Cuba; it is inevitable; and we will declare
to the Cubans, "go on, declare yourselves independent;if you can achieve your independence,we will admit you into the Confederacy;and if you cannot, we will help you." That is
the meaning of it. In one of the dispatches of
one of our Secretaries, Marcy or Buchanan or
some of that latter-day class of politicians, theyundertake to say that the United States will
never seize Cuba while in possession of Spain,and will never allow anybody else to have the
island. rl hey admit, ami the whole argument
is based on the assumption, that Spain is too
weak to hold on to Cuba. They are willingthat she shall have it, if she coul<{ hold it; but
she cannot, and we will not let her call uponanybody else to help her; and when the ripeapple falls, we will take it. That is, the moralityof the whole thing.
Now, sir, let me characterize the measure as

it presents itself to my mind. It is a giganticscheme of national rapine. It looks to nothingelse. This bill, if it has any effect, can onlyhave the effect to debauch and corrupt the
public mind and the public morals. It is to
whet that keeu appetite which, in years past,has been, in violation of our laws and our

treaty obligations, fitting out expeditions to go
and seize upon Cuba. Jt is a great, gigantic
appeal to our national avarice, to our lust of
[ ower, of conquest, of aggression, by all means
and. by every means to seize upon Cuba. Il
we do not in the letter countenance these
things, in its spirit, and in its ultimate effect, it
has that meaning, and nothing else. I he hon-
orable Senator from Louisiana so treats it, ami
so I treat it. It is an attempt to corrupt the
public morals ; to call upon afl that is base and
selfish, and avaricious and graspiiq?, in our
national character, and urging them to a groat
tirade against our ancient ally, which alone of
the nations of Kurope, from the first dav of our
uatioual existence to the present time, has pre-
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.served relations of amity, of jh.h
concord, uninterrupted with on.
When the message of the Pn-ident w H

and we we V*old that our relations vwth <
were they should l>e. and he r.
it, I thought 1 would look some years 1,
see some of the messages that Vm a ft I
Iiast had bciu submitted toi Oongrcss. a
low long this dissatisfactory state of t H
existed. Wlifen 1 turned to die mis.;, V
immediate predecessor of the I'i. -i l i.
ident Pienn.and read what he had
us upon our relations with Spain, I f
President Pierce congratulated tin-,
upon whap? That Spain laid cm -, d l..rgressions u]>fii us? That Spain had take ; Iher hand l'rpm molesting our comm.
interfering with our rights in th< Me.'
nean ? No, air; hut President Pier
lated the country that he was enabled
nounce to them that no lawless Imoha
ted out exjwditiona within our sh
the past y»*r. and made the-.e un

expeditions against Spain.
Sir, when the history of the c<»niie< tl

the manner in which the treati.- su, I
iiivi nit; « uiuiru oiiin'.-, iiiwvr I J* 11 ui
be considered, 1 tell you that, in tii
national honor, and in the obit van
stipulations, and of a jealous regard m i,;,
fame, we shill have nothing to t
comparison.] It will Ik- found that «>t.r
sions upon Spain.some of them nut
of them private.have Ih.-u ten-;... i n

anything wo have had occasion i » co
from Cuba. You will (irid that v.. I,v..
in time of profound peace, our annic
national provinces of Spain. :i d \\.- h.e.
treaty, maile liberal stipulation- li.r the
inent of the damages, which were uuu.ithoi
which nothing in the In at .-.s rcipaivd at
hands. l here is pi inline upon vour cab
to day, a private bill reported bv"my bom
colleague from the Couimittec on Clan.,
which it will appear that w«-are tonlav in.
to the assignees of claimants for the i:
upon the difnages that we thus uitli I
Spain, or Spanish subjects, -oiin- !
ago. Those claims are yet unudjio'o a

paid. Then- may have been, and dm.
have been, hnany things that we ha\

,

right to coiaplain of in the conduct ..!
thorities of Cuba, in regard to Son;.
merchantmen ; but 1 believe that, in r..
the manner in which we have been tr> t.

Spain, when these matters have !>«-. n

home to the'cogiiiv-ance of the Spam <

incut, we have no right to complain. I _j
I do not sympathize with the chainn.i
Committee On Foreign Helatious in !,.
incut whichjhe niaki yet tin- d..i r::i

Committee en Foreign Helations ha>
you more than once, this se -dim, th
does complain, and rightfully complain .<

conduct of this nation, in not making th
ration to litp' which is provided in a I.
he introduced. I do not l*-hevc it. I
believe thai Spain ha ai.v .u-li <

when our Matioiial \-

when the chairman of tin Cummin
eign Relations tells her she has.
against this Government in that 1» lialf we
tainlv canilot complain of her if -!i a.. mi>
that the)' ifcv so.

Looking upon this measure in that I, i
am opposed to it.utterly, totally, an I
opposed to it. I want to hold uu im
ments to our people, or any part of them.i>
anything that may have a tendenev t" -t. :

disturb, iiL the remotest degree, the hold i.
Spain has,upon this island. N.< .ty! > r.
necessity it- a stern law : and it it h. 1
ask the ministering pin -tsof Ni, ,t>.ti,: - t

riliee at h(r altar, to find s< no «ith. :- i,
some utlitf State, Some other island, thai
of a weak nation, with which we are at p :u

to sat is (V this cormorant appetite of j lit (|
and geographical necessity. I would that tli
country might expand ami cover the cm tin.
1 would that the blessings of free government
might bej coextensive with the < ntiiiv-nt I
would th;it the Auierican eagl iilamu.
self on tljc dome of this Capitol, mi
his wingsl for a flight that should eo\ er tie
tinent; Imt I would let him he the j i

the ensign, of a higher civilization tli.< t it
the nations he has known. I would let t

vent he heralded by no claiming ol e

but I would that the genius of our le-j
when it -iircads itself over the continent,
carry wilii it the light of civilization, o! < in
tianity, ami of humanity. I would that it m
he the precursor of a higher and of a ho! .'

sion jhati spreading this in. titutiun oi !
Slaverv. It is time that we meet tin «|u«
It is i<l 1^ to say it is a sectional or a !>
The repnoaeh ofintroducing it cannot he 1
upon mi', nor upmi those who ait w n

When 1 see the whole energies of the 1
whole energies of the Government, di vi,t
one end. one aim. and one purpose, at.

purposqsubservient to the itil< rest, the >t'

tion, the extension, and the perpetuity. ti

institution, 1 have a right to i-all upon ti

pie to pause, to le ilate, to strip off !
and luil; at measures as they really ar .

Now. sir, without pivparati m, and v

much Coherence, I have dt-livi red to \ "t.

of tile ohiectioll- W 1111 11 e'lt.it.u
/

measure. I do not confine sn1 elft'thet I
nor tiit) mode, nor the manner, of !<<in_' I
nm agfiiiist the thing itself. I not

jeetiou to me that vou want to d<> f now. I
nut believe it is a ripe apple; and it it r.|
apple, J believe that it i.- an apple ofwi
poet sani;, of which it was -aid tl--- in< In
brought death into the world, at. 1 ir w I
J believe that the history of Spani h i. I
upon this continent is not cuch a- to in

very ainhitiou and very desirou of it
ting a|whole State ot that da> 'it ,j iat
into <»ii midst. Though I would ext-1

ligiouslibertv to everybody, I Would tr.r s H
impediments in the wrav of anv la in 'It i-r JBinfidelity; he may believe or di o,>
he pltaaea, yet I have i& t

duty as ;i member of the Senate, to '

question of the religious faith of a w1
pie. if I believe that that faith i- 1
exert tut influence adverse to tie- b. -

of our country. Sir, 1 believe that a r

can government can onl\ be inainta I
successfully maintained, on tin pri;
Protectant liberty. While I wihiM
fullest latitude to every man to Im ! H
believe, to worship or not. a- In- ph a

theright, and 1 cannot rightfully - ui '"I
self to the imputation of nju-tie" an

ness.'to look lot that question. W
proposed to add a whole people, if I ti.
the religious faith they have ainongs:

sobolieved and so practiced and -o< l- 1 S
among them that it will exert a <1- !« ter; W

tlui.me, I will not, by my consent, r«

into Our midst.
Sir.it is that religion that, to-day. ha- j

vented in a great degree the success <

linllfl I.l* I rii/1 a#.,,*, a, a a * a \t V

vers4 to what I believe i.> e>-eiitiallv i I
to o|ir growth, our progrt -s. and our hHc-t I
intca-M* ; and that Pn1 I
me UII you, sir, and I think I mil ni.: <

trovfrteil when I make the as.-ertiou. ti
history of modern time., tin- hi 'I
liberty, is the history of l'r r -tan; 'I
tlie itruggle of civil liberie ha- 1> en t

gle 4f Protestant liberty. I he geiti i> 1

Government requires the genius of u i' V
religion. ] ain willing that the (
have any faith they please. I am w * V
thevj come here, they shall prufe-* a:.

they please; but when the propos.':
to atinex them, I claim the right, in
the question in all it> aspects, to h .

then, sir, from everv point in hi.' '
look at this i|uestion, 1 do not < >;.- M

quisition of Cuba desirable : and I %
liew that, at the present time, ctei. ;1

desirable, tin- measure which is |; '[
likely to effect it.
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