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Tue Home CircrLEe. !

“THE WAY OF ESCAPE, |

BY T. S. ARTHUR. '
[A prize of one hundred doliars, offered hy |
the %roprietor of Wood's Household Magaziie
for the best temperance tale, was awarded to
the following stury by unanimous vote of
committee :]

My beart ached for the wretched wman. His
debauch was over; his nerves unstrung; the
normal sensibilities of a fine, mworal wature
quickened, after a brief torpor, into most acute

rceptiops. Such a haggard face! Such

opeless eyes! 1 see the picture now, as a
haunting spectre.

“ Let the memory of this hoar, so hardened |
by pain and repentance, be as a wall of defcuce
around vou io all the future,” 1 =aid. _

He looked at me drearily. Slowly shaking
his head, he replied : .

‘*Such memories are no defence. My soul is
full of them. When tempintion assails, thoy
fall away, and I am at the merey of mine cvemy,
who rushes in, like a bungry woll, to kil wnd
to destroy.” -

“‘ Is there no help for you, then 77 1 asked.

He shut his eyes and was very st an
artist could bave seen his fuce then, and faith
fully caught its expression, those who looked |
apon the image must have felt such piy in their |
hearts as makes the eyes grow dim with tears. |

I fear not.” he answered, aiicr 2 lintle while, |
in a hopeless kind of way.

“It cannot be.”” T spoke confidently and |

the

assuringly. **No man is given over to such
utter ruin. There must he, and there is, 1 way

of escape from every evil.” _

““ Except the evil of a bad avd degrading
habit—that vile second nature.” he auswered,
*the steady currert of which is forever bearing
him dowuward, downward, toward a storm. |
wrecked ocean. Ie may scize the oars
alarm, as I have done scores of times, and pull
agaiost the current, making beadway for alittle
while. But human streugih avails not here.
The arms grow weary, the spirit flags—it is |

. easier to drift than to row, and down the cur |

' tion. hiz scul in the zall of bitterness.

a8 I moved down the aisle with the erowd, some
ove grasped my hand and gave it a strong pres-
sure. T turned and looked into the face of the
{riend T had tried to save. |
* Oh, Martin!" I said,as I received a glance |
full of meaning, and then returned his hand |
pressure, - -
We walked for a few moments side by side |
without speaking. and then were separated by
the crowd. .
Ou the following Sunday he was at chureh |
again ; and Sanday afier Sunday found him in

' the family pew that for years bad seen him so

rarely.

Thiree or four months went by, anh Martin's
feet were stitl in the paths that led upwards. |
But one day 1 was shocked 10 hear that he had |
fallen agun.  Ou careful inquiry | learned that
he had been with his wife to an evening enter- |
tainment, given by a citizen of high worth and
standing, whose name 18 on every lip as munifi-
eent in charity : but who, whatever may be his

| personal convietion, is not brave enough to!

banish wine from the generous board to which |
he invites his friends.  And 1 learned still fur-
ther, 1o my grief and pain, that the glass which
broke down the good resolution of Martin, and
ler in upon him the fierce flood of repressed
appetite was proflered by the hand of this good

| citizmen as host, |

I lost no time in going to my poor friend. |
I found him away down the valley of humilia- |
Shawme
and sorrow were in lis eyes: but not despair. i
I took bopelul notice ot thus.

* Lt as very hard for us, all but God forsaken |
wretches I he smid Litterly, afier the first for-
mal =entences had passed between us.  * Mr. |
——— is a man of generous [eeling. He gives, |
in a prine .y way, to churches and to enarities :
is one of oar best and wmost hberal citizens;
and yer, aiter 1 bave wken a lew steps heaven-
ward, he puts a stumbling-block in my way,
and 1 fall back toward hell ! !

“*You could not have fallen over any stumbh- |
ing-block wan or devil might place in your |
wav,” | answered, *if you had been walking |
in divine instead of human strength.” '

S Well do | kuow Illui,” he l‘l‘ll”L"'l.

“Aud =0 1 said, ~let this sad fall keep you
it 6 ore vivid remeimbrance of buman weak-
Nover bor one ipstant trust in yourseil, |

HUss.

time to know my enemy, und should have given
battle in God’s name, instead of yielding like
a craven.’”’

Such was his reply. It gave me hope.

** Tell me the whole story,” I said.

He raised hims=ell to a firmer attitude ; and
I saw swilt lights beginning to flash in his dull
eves.

" * Wounded again in the house of a friend,"”

he replied.

“*What friend 7" )

“One on whom God has laid the special
duty of saving buman souls—our minister !”’

“Not Mr. L—?"

“Yes”

I was confounded.

SABBATH READING.

—— e —

Wesley's Preaching. :
]
“Tt was, I believe, in October, 1770, and not |
long hefore his death, that I heard John Wes- |
ley in the great round meeting house at Col- |
| ehester. He stood in a wide pulpit. and on
' each side stood a minister, and the two held I:it_n .
| up, having their hands under his armpits.  His
 feeble voice was hardly andible. But his rev-
| erend countenance, especially bis long white
| locks, formed a picture never to be forgotten.
| There was a vast crowd of lovers and admirers, |
| It was for the most part, pantomine, hut the |

It is the bubbling stream which flows gently, CONSTITUTION
the iitttl)c ri?ulet Which rans a]ﬂnﬂ, Id‘y ‘i;ﬂd PROSPECTUS OF THE
night, by the farm house, that is useful, ra‘her — !
than the swollin flood or roaring cataract Ni- | i . NATIONAL LABOR UNION.
agera excites our wonder, and we stand amazed | ARTICLE 1

at the power and greatuess of God there, as it
pours from the hollow of his hand. But one
Niagara i3 enough for the econtinent or the
world, while the same world requires thousands
and tens of thousands of silver fountains and
flowing rivalets, that, water every farm and
meadow and garden, and that shall How on every |
day and night with their gentle quiet beauty. | fold nature--thatofan Advocate andan Educator.
So with the act« of our lives. It is not by great
deeds, like those of the martyrs, that good is to |

NEW NATIONAL ERA.

FREDERICK DOUGLASS, Editor.

The New Nartiovar Exra will partake of a two-

As an Advocate, it will assert and maintain every

Secriox 1. This organization ahall be known ns the Na-
tional Labor Cnion, and its jurisdiction shall be confined to
the United States

ARTICLE 11

S8kc. 1. The National Labor Union shall be composed of
such organizations & may now or hereafter exist, having for
their abject the amelioration and advancement of the condi
tion of tho«e who Ianbor for & living

Spr. 2. Ench organization shall be entitled to one represen-
tative, and each State Labor Union to thres jor the State at
Iarge in the National Labor Vovon, provided that re preses

| tative  derive theirelection direct from the organization the ¥

claim to l'"['r"---'lf?
ARTICLE 111

1 went to him for help,” continued Martin,
“and instead of the connsel and support 1 il"ll‘:l
so much needed, for my old enemy, appetite,
wus gathering up his strength, and setting his 5
host in battle array, | was tempted and betrayed !
I ehould have gone to God, and not to man.
With His Divine Word in my thought, and
prayer in wy heart, I shonld buve opposed the |
awakening enticement of deire, as 1 have so
olten done and prevailed.”™ .

“ Tell me how it .ﬂﬂ.i']"'hl‘li.” I =atld.

“As 1 have just tod you,” he replied, * 1

That o CSLIeEs- | . .
hat old restless | bordering on entbusiasim,

| sung one verse of a hymn, he rose and said :

was not feeling very strong.
ness of which 1 have spoken had come back
upon e, and 1 knew what it meant. So 1
said to my wife, * I think, Mary, that I'll step
a-ound and see Mr. L——  1'd like to ta'k
with him.” She looked at me with a slight
shadow ol concern 1 her face: for she has
learned 1o kanow the sigus ol a coming hoar of
darkness, when the powers of hell revew their
direful  assanlis upon my soul. *Do,’
aswered ; oand 1 went,

“1 funud Mr. Li-— m his library, but not |

alone. Mr.'E- —, the banker, bad called in
to have s talk with the minister alivut a colleg?
for theologienl students, in which both felt eon-
siderable mterest, Fands were wanted in ordex
to give the Institution the required «fliciency ;
and the wayvs and means of gerting funds were
earnestly discussed by Mr. Lo—— and the
capitalist.  Alter an hour's talk, and the
arrangement of a plan for sccuring the olject
in view, Mr. 1. -rang a bell. To the servant
who came in, he said something in low voice,
that 1 did not hear.  The servaut retired, bat

rent bears him again.  Itis the history of thou- | S:and perp: tuali; o guard. The price of your il came back o few mioutes, bearing, to my

sands and tenus ol thousands, and 1 am no ex- #
ception.” _ ‘.
1t cannot be,” I answered. = There is help |
for every man, no maiter how weak, nor how
beset by.vnemies; else God’'s word mast fml.”’
“1t does fail, 1 think,” he answered, in o
gloomy, dvsPairillg kind of way. _ I
“No! no! no!” Quickly and emphatically

did 1 reject his conclusion. |
1 shall not argue the |

** Have it as you will.
point.” e spoke almost listlessly.

“Then, 1 say, there is help for evfry man,
no matter where he is or what ke is, We can-

not fall so low that the Everlasting arms are |

not still beneath us, ready w bear n< upward
to mountain heights of safery.”

*Oh, that those arms would bear e up-!

ward ! almost groaned ny jpoor triend

have no strengih in mysef.

Unless lifted by another, I must perish.”
‘30 bad as that 77 1 said.

**Just so bad,”” he apswered slowly avd bir- 5
“This second nature | have made for .

terly. _
myself, is my ruler. Reason, conscience, the
love of my wife and children, my good reputa-

tion, pride, manliness—all human powers aad |

virtues are its slave.  And such a boundage !

There was not a ray of Lope in his dreary

eyes.

" “You must try again,” I said, cheerily. “No

man need be a slave.”

“Easily said ! was his impatient answer ;
“while yet all men are s!aves to some habit from
which they eannot break.”

‘“Say, rather, from which they will not
break.”

“You mock me with idle words.”

“No; I spesk only the words of truth and
soberness. There is human surength, and there
is divine strengih. The Everlasting arms are
always beneath and ready to bear us up, if we
will but lean upon and trust them. Liuman
strength is but as a broken recd; divine strength
is sure as Gud Himseif. It never fails.”

There eame into his heavy cyes a feeble play
of light. The stern rejection that sat upon his
lips faded off. _

“In our own strength, nothing,” I said; *ia
God’s strength, all.”

1 saw his hands moving in"an uncertain way.
Then they rested ove against the other. Sud
-denly they were elasped together in a kind of

1 cannot clunb. |

liln-rl\‘ 1= l‘il'l'll;ll Vi, e, "’

1t is a bard fice. " he said, with a sigh,
despond iy,

*Lite su  aifare,” 1 replied.
beset W @ eneiies, who know too well our |
vulneraiic places—enemies that never sleep ;|
implacabie, eruel, ever seeking our destruction. |
i, vou, ail men have them. “Trusting only in
numan strength, no ore gaing a victory ; bur |
in divive strength the issue of battle 1s sure,
And =0, my friend, gird up your loins again, |
and be wary and valiant.”’ |

Hope and courage came back into his heart.

“We are all |

| froon him that day. **The enemy, coming on

| know, have come. ook 1
* Beware of ambush,” 1 said, as I passed | glass, not meaning to drink, but to gain time

surprige and momentary consternation, a tray

with wine and glasses, | saw a pleased light
in the bavker's eyes, as they rested on the
amber colored wine,

“+Some fine, old Sherry,” suid Mr. L,
tsent by a friend abroad. 1 want you to taste
it.”  And he fil ed the three glusses that were
on the tray, handing one to bis guest and
another to me.  In myseli—my poor, weak
seli’!—1 was pot not strong enough to refuse.
If 1 had looked up 1o God, tustuntly, acd prayed
tor strength to do the richt, strencth would, 1
But | did not. 1 took the

tor thought. To have refused would have been,

| you unawares, is more to be dreaded than when | I then felt, to set mysell up as a . retuker of

e forms his
trompets.
ground; bot when he comes furth to meet you,
viving challenge, do battle in the name of the
L\'I"l].“ -

A few weeks afterward I was present when a
- centleman of large wealth and good standing,
. boith in church aud society, said to him:

1 didu’t see you at my house last evening.”’

“No" was the rather curt reply: “it is safer
for me 1o keep off of the devil's ground.”

1 doa't anderstand  you, sir!™ replied the
gentiweman, a flush of sudden anger in his eyes,
for he iclo the remark as a covert insult.

Marun’s fice grew sober, and he answered
| with a calm impressiveness that caused the

an_er to goout of his listener’s eyes, and a
thonglitful eoncern to take its place.

{1 am figbting the devil,” he said, “and must
{ not give him the smallest advantage, Just now |

1 win he vietor, and hold him at bay. e has
{ his masked butieries, his enchanted grounds,
| lrs mones and pitfalls, his gins and miry sloughs:
L and 1 am learning to know the sigus of hidden
{ danger. If I fall into any of his snares, 1 am
| in penil of destruction ; and though I strugele.
orfight my way out, 1 am weak or wounded,
and & the less able to meet the shock of battle
when e rushes upon me as 1 stand on guard,
ready in God's name, for the couflict.

“Hi2 enchanted ground is a social company,
where wine flows ireely. I speak of what it is
to e, and call it, so far as I awm congerned, the
devil’s ground. He caughtme there not long
ago, aud bad me at bis own advantage, But, 1
| will not again set foot thereon. If you, good

line of attack to the souud of
Seck no counflicts; keep off his!

these men : and that | bhad not the courage to
do. No, I did not mean to taste the wine.
[ But, as they lifted their glasses, drank and
| praised the teuity juice, 1, in a Kind of mesme-
| rie lapse of rational self control, raised my
| slass also, and sipped. A wild, fieree thirst
pussessed me instantly, and 1 drained the glass
to the bottom ! '
A sudden terror and great durkness fell
upon me. 1 saw the awful gull on whose
{brink 1 stood. 1 will gohome,” 1 said to my-
| selt ; and rising, | hade che two men an abrapt
good night and left them.  Buat 1 did not go
|directly home, alas for me! There were too
{ tnany enticements by the way. lTadeed, 1 don’t
' know how or when 1 got howme.
~ *Of the shame, the anguish, the despair of
| this morning, 1 carmot speak. You don’t know
what it means—huave no plammet by which to
sound its depths o, bitterness, 1 left home for
my office, feebly resolved to keep away from
temptation : how feebly, you koow! If the
good Lord, who is trying to save me, had not
sent vou to my rescue, I woulll now he—oh!
I canvot speak the frighidul words.”

“ He never leaves us nor forsakes ue,”’ T an-
swered.  ** Heis always going out upon the
black mountains, 1o the not desert, anld into
the wilderuess of wild beasts, seeking Hhis lost
and wandering sheep, 1t they hear His voice,
and follow Him, He will bring them into His
told, whereis peace and salety.”

*Good Shepherd of souls.” my friend said

<he |

audibly, hiting upward his eyes, that were fall |

pantomine went to the heart. Of the _kinri. I
never saw anything comparable to 1t in_ aflter
life.”"—P. 19.  This incident was never forgot- |

| ten by Robinson. He often related it at his own |

tnble, with the addition., that so g'reatl.\' was |
Wesley reverenced, that the people stood in
double lines 10 see him pass through the streets
on his way tothe chapel, 1In a letter written at
the time to one of his brothers, he zave the
following particulars of the same oceurrence : |

should almost have ridiculed his figure.
from it now. I look npon him with a respect
After the people had

‘It gives me great pleasure to find that you
| have not lost your singing.
| women you have noi | st a single note.  And

I hope that by the assistance of that same God

who enables you to sing well, you may do all
1 othier ﬂliI;I_L'ﬁ well.,” A u“j\-ursnl sAmen' fol-
{lowed. At the end of evervy head of division
| of his discourse he finished by a kind of prayer,
i A momentary wish, as it were, not eonsisting of
[ wmore than three or four words, which were al-
i ways followed by a universal buzz.  His dis-

conrse was short—the text 1 could not hear.
i Atter the last praver he rose up and addressed

“At apother time, and not knowing the man, 1 |
Far | s : :
[ immortal sonl is thus suved throngh hisins ru-

Neither men nur|

tthe people upon liberality and  sentiment, and
spoke much against refusing to join any congre-

| gation on acceant of the ditference of opinion, | : i p
fnnexacting & master that he will not let his

He said, 11 they bat fewr God, work richteons-
[ ness, and  keep his commandments, we have
{ nothing to olject 0. "—Henry Crabbe Robin
SO,

Br Socian.—A yonng man comes to your
church : he is a perfect strarger to the majori-
{ ty of those he weets : his home is far away, and
his chureh he bas left far behind, e listens
attentively to the service, and is pleased and
profited l;_\‘ what he hears, The service over
he yoes out.
a stranger, yet no one extends the friendiy hand.
or in any mannei notices h:m,  IHe is some.
what discouraged, a little home-sickness steals
fover him, but he resolves to go there one Sah-
bath more. He goes, with the same result.
Discouraged, he secks another sanctuary, where
the warm grasp o the hand, intormation abont
the evenine weeting, invitation to the Sabhath-
scheol, and the interest tuken by the members

cide his course. The resultis.a zealous worker
is gained by oune church and lost by the other,
and simpiy because the yonng men were social,

Youngmenand young women of our ehurches,
[ never let a stranger go away withont notice ;
never let that chilling feeling of loneliness come
[ over any person in the house of God. It shonld
be your pleasure to make every stranger at
home. "I'ry it, and your reward will be speedy.
—Christian at Work.

| - .
Hastexing Home.—Life bears us on like the

{ stream of a mighty river. Our bouat at first
| goes down the tiny channel, throngh the play-
| tul murmuring of the little brook and the wil-

lows upon its grassy Lorders.  The trees shed

.| their blossoms over our heads, the lowirs on

| the brink seem to offer themselves to our young
| hands ; weare happy in hope, and grasp eagerly
at the beanties around us; the stream hurries
on, apd still our hands are empty.  Our course
in youthand in manhood is along a wider, deeper
flood, and amid objeets more striking and mag
nificent.  We are animated by the moving pic-
tures of enjoyment and industry passing us;
we are excited by cur short-lived enjoyments
The stream bears us on, and joys and griefs are
lefe behind us. . We may be shipwrecked, but
we can not be delayed ; tor, rough or smooth,
the river hastens towards its home, till the roar
of the ocean i1s in our ears, and the waves he-
neath our feet and the floods are hifted up
arnund us, and we take onr leave of earth and
its inhabitants, until of our further voyage

. i
Although many know him to he |

ol the second chureh in his wellare, at once de- |

' be done, but by the daily and quiet virtues of |

life, the Christian’s temper, the good qualities
of relatives and friends.—A4/bert Barnes.

Trre Svcerss.—Measure not by number but
by the intrinsic worth of the resuit:

It is the privilege of the faithful laborer in
the vineyard o! the Lord to pluck the fruit of
true success.  He works not for the applause of
men. not for the wealth of earth. He labors
to save souls, not from the cares and pains of
this life, brt from endless pains. Agpd if one

mentality, is not his a suceessial life? A man
said to a minister of Christ, * You have worked
fur ten years, and have only saved one soul.”
** Are you sure.” was the reply, ** that one soul |
has been saved throngh my means? Then 1|
will cheerfully labor ten years more, in hopes |
of being instramental in saving one more.” — ‘

De Watt,

Sreakine ror Jesvs.—Every word we speak
for Christ is pouring il on the fires of grace in
onur own heart, and will make them born with
an ardor otherwise unknown. The Christian
will find that while, before he commenced this
course, he hud a thonsand questionings and
difficuities, after he has done so, he will scarce-
Iy have an hour’s trouble with himself. The
truth seems to be this: Christ is so kiod and

servants fight two battles at once ; if they will
take the sword and go into the enewy's camp,
he will keep the eitadel for them ; if they will
be about /s business, he will set the/r hearts
entirely at rest.—Dublin Tract

— _—
A STERLING OLD POENM.
. iy &
Who shall judge man from his manpers ?
Who shall know him by his dress?
Paupers may be fit for princes,
Princes fit for something less.
Crumpled shirt and dirty jacket
Mu'\' beclothe the golden ore
Of the deepest thoughts and feelings —
Satin vest can do no more.

There are streams of erystal nectar
Ever flowing out of stone ;

There are purple beds and golden,
Hidden, crushed, and overthrown.
God, who counts by souls, not dresses,
Loves and prospers you and me,
While he values thrones the highest

Bat as pebbles in the sea.

Man upraised above his fellows,

Oft forgets his fellows then ;
Masters—rulers—lords, remember

That your meanest hinds are men !
Men of labor, men of feeling,

Men of thoughts and men of famne,
Claiming equal rights to sunshine

In a man’s ennobling name.

There are foam-embroidered oceans,
There are little wood-clad rills ;
There are feeble inch-high saplings,
There are cedars on the hills.
God, who connts by souls, not stations,
Loves and prospers you and me;
For to him all vain distinetions
Are as pebbles in the sea.

Toiling hands alone are builders
Of a nation’s wealth and fame,

Titled laziness is pensioned,
Fed and fattened on the same ;

By the sweat of others' foreheads,
Living only to rejoice,

While the poor man’s ontraged freedom
Vainly lifts its feeble voice.

Trath and justice are eternal,
Born with loveliness and light ;

Secret wrongs shall never prosper
While there is a sunny right.

God. whose world-wide voice is singirg
Boundless love to yon and me,

right pertaining to the American citizen, inde-
It
will demand the recognition of these rights

pendent of race, color, or accident of birth

wherever the Constitution extends or the na-
tional ensign waves. As an Educator, its col-
ums will be an especial medium for the effoctive
diffusion of right principles and much-needed in-
struction, and for the inculeation of those habits of |

industry, economy, and seif-reliance which con-

duce to independent manhood, and give vitality
and energy to free government, insuring in retarn
blessings to the governed.

While the editors of the New Natioxar, Era are
colored men, and the contributors will be mainly
colored, yet the columns will be open for the
discussion of all questions of vital importance tc
the country by any of its citizens. Communica-
tions suitable for publication in these columns.

are solicited from our friends in all parts of the

country, especially in the Southern States.
THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

Upon all questions involving the especial inter- |
I

ests of the colored American citizen. the simple
rule of equal justice for all men will govern the |
policy ofthe New Narioxar Era. It will demand ||
the recognition of no right for one citizen which |

it will not freely accord to every other. It will |

oppose any attempt to confer privileges upon a |
class, that are withheld from the humblest citizen
in the land. It will demand for every citizen
equality before the law, and full protection of
person and property in every State and Territory |
of the National Union.

The New Nationar Era will take high ground |
upon all public questions, and labor to inspire I
& oneness of purpose and encourage unity of |
action, especially among the newly-enfranchised |
people of the Reconstructed States. Remem-
bering the past history of the Republican party,
and recognizing what it has done for the colored
people of the nation, the New Nuarionar B
will give its hearty support to that party without
reserve. This pledge of fidehty to the Republi- |[
can party is given under the conviction, and |
with the assurance, that in the tuture, as in the |
past, that party will be the steadfast and inflexi- |

ble support of those principles of justice and |
3 3 |
liberty which have now become a part of the |

organic law of the land.

THE EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

By education the people of a free Govern neat,
such as ours is intended to be, are better quai-
fied to discharge their duties to the State,
and to one another. The nation will ever find
its surest safeguard in the intelligence of i
voting masses, and the journal which would pro-

mote the highest good of government and people

of educating that people. Especially is the
agency of the press needed by that portion of

| serve or 'er and enforee the lnwe

| Burcan ot

| atbested

| operative
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= o ' I

must lend its energies and its power to the work |
|

!

. § » | Wil Thao | there 1s no witness save the Infinite and Etes-
ey b e yras . . r T ay - . .
of tears, **save me from the woives! Y | nal.— Bishop Heber's Farewell Sermon.
wait for me in all my paths ; they spring upon

i
I
i the people, colored and white, who, either
in slavery or under the ban of its blighting in-

Links oppression with its titles
But as pebbles in the sea.

Bec. 1. The officers of the Nutional Labor Union shall be
elected nunually on the third day of the seasion, and shall
hold their office until their succe<soraare duly elected They
shall consist of a President, Vice President, Recording and
Asmistant Secretary Treasorer, nnd an Executive Committes
of mue menibers

&ge 2. The ab
of Labor
3. Ther: shall be one Vice President for each State,
Territory. and the IMstrict o, Colnmbia, to be chosen by the
SBtate Labor Unions whers they exist. Where thera are po
State Labor Unions. by the State Labor Conventions at their
next meoting preceding she annual meeting of the National
Labor Union.  If neither elect a Vice President, then the
National Labor Union shall have power to appoint at their
reguinr annual miesting

Sec 4. The Bureau of Labor shall be located in the city of
Washington, D. C

ve-named ofiicers shall constitate a Burean

=

APTICLEIV.

Skc. 1. The President shall 5-'ﬂ|-|a- at all meetings of the
Natonal Labor Union and the * Karoau of Labor,” and pre-
Hie shall sign all ordors
for money drawn on the Tressurer by the S.cretary, and bs
the enstedian of the senl, which shall be affixed to sl docu-
ments emannting trom s cifce, and pertorm such osher
dativa as may be regquired of him by the Burean of Labor,
and the 'oterest of the var oos erganizations in the sev. ral
States demand

8eC. 2. The YVies President shaull, in the absence or
ties of the President, perworm the duties of his office

ARTICLE V.

Spe. 1. The Recording Secretary shall kesp acorrect ac-
connt of the procesdisgs of the Natiosal Labor Union and
Labor e shall fill nil blanks, and wrie all or-
ders tor money on the Treasurer He stisll |ii---:» a debijt
and credit aceonnt, and shall report the condition of he
Aunnces at cach meeting of the Buresn of Labor, and per-
form sueh other ssrvice as way be required by the National
Labor Union and sarean of Lobor, In his absence the As-
sistunt Secretary shall perform the duties of his offics,

ARTICLE VI.

8xc. 1. The Treasurer chall receive all moneys, pay all
bills and orders that may be drawn on him, and properly
He shall keep a debit and ervdit account, and re-
port at each meeting of the Burean of Labor. He may be

disabili-

| required to Live such bonds with such security as the Bureau

may regnire,
ARTICLE VIL

8ec. 1. The Bureau of Lubor shall meet at loast once in
ench month, at such time aod plaes as the ot rest of the
Unton may require. They skall tid all vucancies in saild Bu-
rean. They shall have power to grant charters to the va-
rions organizations in the different States, In connection
with the President they sball advise and superintend the or-
gamizution of Labor Unvons, land, loan, building, aud co-
penerally, in the different States
They shail inguire fnto and iuform the vartons organizations
as to when, where, nnd how mocey cun be obtasned, in what
G lnterost, and winst security will
give ospecial attention o protectiog
prene of Lhe various organigations

Asmocinllons

be requived. 1 hey sha
the rights of the work

| chartered by the Natiooad Labor Boiots i bringing to jus.
| tice those who mway rob them of their wages, the bringmg

about such legislation in the =sverai States s may be pe-
cessary 1or the interest and advancement of thie condition
of the laboring classes,

Skc. 2. They sball regulate the salary of the Presidant,
Sceretury, and such other officers w2 may be necessary to ac-
cotplish thie objects of the aational Labor Uniou
They shall report anpually to the National Labor
Umon the condition of the varius orgapizations, also the
geuernl condition of colored lalwr tn the United »tutas, with
such recom imendatior s aney may hink necessay.

8EC, 4. They shndl, in conmtion with the Presioent, act a8
agrnts tor the seearing of vmploy ment, to labor of all kiuds,

S, b

| wadd its transier trom pne St to aubiier.
Sec & AN vomtiteleations 1o reintion to businesa per-
T U don o Bareau of Labor, must be
| marhed on the envelope “oflicial, "wad addressed to the Prosi

| dent, Post Gilice Box 191, Washimgon, D, .

ARTICLE VIIL

Sec. 1. Seven members, in any organization, shall be sufi-
cient to apply for a charter, which shall be granted on the
pavment of five dollurs.

SEQ 2 1t shail be the duty of such organizatio s Lo prepara
an afduual statement of the condition of ssid organizacion,
with sueh other oformation us may e to the iuterest of
workingmen, and forward it to the Buresn at Jeast one

| month before the mesting ol the Nationsd Labos Union, that

the roports may be printed for the use wnd bepefit of the
Nationsl Labor Union at its annual mectings,
ARTICLE IX.
See.1 Each loeal orzanization or representative shall pay
The tax ot an or-

| guuization shall be paid on the presentstion of the creden-
| tia's of the delegnle;

and uo delegnte spall be allowed to
Falions ol the Vuivn until the tax Is

ARTICLE X
8kcC. 1. The mecting of the Nati nal Labor Union shall be

take part in the delil
paad

| held on the second Munday of Deceruber in #ach year: and
i shall commencs its session at 12 M.

| ®EC. 2 dpecial meetings of the National Labor Usions may
| be called by the President, upon the reqnest of the Bureay of
| Lubor.

{ ARTICLE XL—Orpik oF Brainess

- Report of Committee on Credentials,

. Rotl of members,

. Readiug of minures.

Report of Burean ol Labor,

- Report of standing and special committes],

. I-l.,‘l,u-rl of locul organrgations

. Untimished business,

New business,

Adjourntuent,

L s R WA

ARTICLE XIT.
L. This Constitution shall ouly be altersd or amended
regular annual meetings of the Natioun! Labor Union
by a two-third vote of all members present

Sec
at the

e | Prospectus of the National Labor Union and

spasm, while his eyes flew upward in « wild, | ¢itizens, make of your homes, in mistaken hos-

A max may know all about the rocks, and his

halt-despairing appeal to God. his lips groaning
out the werds—

“Save me, or I am lost!" :

Even now, memory gives back the thrill that

swept along my uerves as his cry penetrated my !

€ars.

our infirmity, stands close beside us, knocking

at the door of our beart, that he may come i ;
Ail bell is pnwvrh!!-.'s;

and help and save us.
Lefore Him. Impure desires fiee from H.s pre-

sence like night birds wihen the sun arises; and |
the cords ol evil habits are Lroken, as the withes |
that bound the arins of Sam-on, at Hislizhuest |

touch.

I waited for a little while without speaking.
watching him closely. to se2 il he would rise
into anything like confidence.  Gradually, the
hard. desponding look faded fros his ¢ unten-
ance, and I saw a calin resoive begin to show
itself about his mouth.

“One more effort,” be =aid, at last, speaking

slowly : “One effort more, but not in my own |

strength. 1 have tried that too often, and shall
never try it again. I give np the struggle as
hopeless. If God fails me I am lost,”

What a fearful erisis! If God fuil?  He
never fuls—is never nearer to us, nor stronger
to help us, than at the moment when, despair-
ing of our own strength, we turn to Him.

The only danger lies in cur not trasting Him |

fally. )
“But bow shall I trust Him? How shall |
get a transfer of His strength to my will 7 How
is it that Iis power can supplement my weak
ness? Iam away down in the wvalley of sin

and shame ; howam 1 to get upon tue moun- |

tains of purity, peace and salety? Wil Ile
bear me up ason the wings of an eagle ? or must
I climb and climb, from day to day, wntl |
reach the summit?"”

“You must elimb,” Isaid.

*1 cannot. Ihave nostrength.
it a hundred times and failed.””
with returning doubt.

“And will fail again, if yon trast in your own
streng'h. Buat, with God piven strength, used
as your own, the ascent is sure.”

“Ah! Isee!” Lightbrokeail over his fuce
‘*1 see! I see!” he repeated. * Uuod does not
lift us out of our sin und misery, but gives us
divine strepgth, if we a~k Hun in al sincerity,
by which we lift*ourselves.”

“ YCI." L

“ It is very simple and clear.” He drew a
long breath of reiief, like one who has a load
taken from his mind. '

“The law of our deln*lldt‘m?c on God for
help,” 1 said.

“Y¥Yes. And now I see the meaning of this
sentiment, in an old hymn I often Lewrd sung
when 1 was a boy, and which always struck me

a¢ a paradox :
“¢When I am weak then am 1 strong.” "’

““The Christian poet,”” I answered, * lifted
into something of inspiration, often sees things
in a clearer hight than we wno are down among
the mists and shadows,”

“ Ah me!"” he sighed ; ** your closing words
remind me of the depth at which 1 lie, aud the
alwost ivfinite distances above me 1o which 1
must rise ere out of danger.”

‘* And to which you may surely rise if you
will,”” I auswered, with cheerful assurance,

“By God-given strength only?” be spoke,

emuly.

‘* Aye, never, never for an instant lose sigzat
of thut! Never, no matter how strong you
may leel that you have grown, trust io yourself.
In the hour J temptation 100k upward, pray-
ing in the silence of your beart for sirengih 1o

““Best of friends!” he exclaimed in deep
; ** you must have been sent to me by

dawns on & night that has been
starless. 1 see the way to safety—for me the
only way. No one knows but myself how hard
{ l.z:n l.nodht: reform, nor in how many ways

ve sought to escape from a terrible thral-
dom. Baut all bas been in vain. When this

serted iwelf, my will bacame as necthing.
Long time w{ talked, i uyingnllmlmld

to strengthen him.

the next Sunday, much to my surprise

pleasure, I saw hum at church with his

| have tried
He answered

:

Never from any human soul went up, unheard, |
a prayer like that. He who once aud forever |
tock upon himself our nature, and who was in |
all points tempted as we are, yet without sin, |
and who is touched always with the feeling o1

| pitality, places where the young find tempta-
| tious, snd the weak, stumbling blocks, meun,
guch s 1 am, must shun them as the gates of
hell.” '

Hi: manner had grown more aud more im-
press ve.

15 it so bad as that " remarked the gentle-
man, in a voice thai showed both surprise and

ain.

©J st so bad,” Martin answered, jmpressive-
ly: * | believe Reigart’s oldest son Was at your
| bous. 27 .

ll\ !'S.“

“1t was the devil's ground for him? An
+ hour or two ago I saw him coming out of a sa-
loon. so drunk that he conld not walk straight,
Auvd voly three days ago, his father told a friend
that Lis boy bad cerrainly reformed, and that
he v w had more confidence in his future than
Lo bal felt for along time.”

“You cannot mean what von say ?” the gen-
tleman exelnimed, in visible axitation.

“1 have told you only the sad und -olemn
truth,” was Mardn’s answer ; “and if 1 had
acee pted your invitution, I might be lying at a
depth of misery and degradation, the bare
thought of which makes me shudder!”

The gentleman stood for a fittle while us if
stunned.

“ This is frightful tc think of,”” he said, and

I saw him shiver. *
I+ Itis the lasi time,” he added, after a pause
| —¢* the jast time that any man shall go out of
| my house weaker 2ud more degraded than when
he came in. If my oucring of wine cause my
brother to offend, then will 1 wot offer it agamn
whi e the world stunds.”

“Ab, sir!” answered Martin, “if many,
mar v more ol our good citizens would so re-
solve, bundreds of young men now drifting out
into the current of intemperance might be
drawn back into safer waters- and hundreds of
- others who are striving to make head against
it saved from destruction. 1 speak feelingly,
for 1 am owve of those who are surnggling for
iite in this fatal current.”

The way of safety for a man like Martin is
very narrow and straight, I he steps aside
into any of the pleasunt paths that open on the
right hand and on the left, he is in the mids<t of
peri. I he grow counfident in his own strengrh
Cand less dependent on that which is given from
above, the danger of falling becomes imminent.

Martin fell again, Alas! that this should
have to be told, .

* Was that Martin who passed us?" asked a
- friend with whowt 1 was walking,
¢ " No,” lanswéred in a positzve voice ; and
yet as 1 said the yword my hearc gave a throb

of fear-—the mamiwas so like Lim,
‘ “ 1t was, I am sure. Poor wretch!
| tries hard to reform ;
| is oo much for him. I'm afraid there
| help. He'll die y drunkard.”,
"1 terned back quickly and without response,
foliowing the mwan we had passed.  Just as |
‘cowe up to bim he had stopped at the door of
| a drinking saloon, and was holding a brief par-
ley with awakeaed appetite.
“In God's vame, no!”’ I said, laying my
hand upon him,
He started in a frightened kind of way, turn-

e

is no

but that cursed appetite |

themselves in covere places, thirsting for my
lile ; they steal upon e in sheep’s clothing—
they beset me everywhere! Good Shepherd!
1 huve no help bat in Thee.”

Breaking the deep, impressive silence that
followed, L said, ** in Him alone is safety.  So
long as you hear His voice, and follow Him, no
wolt can touch you with hi's murderons teeth.
But, if you go out of His sheepfold, o0 trust

in yvour own strengith to overcome e wild
beasts that erowd the wilderness of th - world,

destruction is sure,”

A few years have passed sinee then, and
Martin stul holds, in divine stength, the mas-
tery of :lppt'lilv.
had formed unto himself, and which bore him
downward, for a thwe, In its steady current,
grew weaker and weaker, us che new life, born
from above, gained strength,
that he resisted and denied the old desires, did
they grow weaser ; and o their place God gave
him purer and healthier desires, so that he be-
came, as it were, 2 Lew mau.

ast.

He looked a little sober as he replied : * No,
my friend. I olten hear them howling in the
distance ; and I know full well that it 1 leave
iy Shepherd’s side, and stray off int, the wil-
! derness, vainly trusting m myself, that I shall
be as powerless to stand againsf thewn as a help-
iess sheep.  For me, 1 am not safe for a mo-
ment, except when I trust in God's strength to
supplement my weakness. When I do that, all
hell canmot prevail against me !’

-———
Mr. Beecher on Tobacco,

I exceedingly dislike tobaceo, and I still more
dislike bad tobacco ; and 1 have been often po-

* 1 have no objection to your smoking a decent
| cigar; but the simoke of a pipe that has been
used for a geveration, and that 1s filied with the
worst kind ol tobaeco, is a fumigation that I do
not need.  Yer, if yon will smoke such a pipe
| and such tobaceo, I must subwit.”” [ think
| that smokers are the nastiest things that Gods
| lets live on the earth. When 1 go 1uto the cars
or boats where they are, and see what puddles
they leave, I feel as though, if T had the liberty
of doing by them as we do by poodies, 1 would
take them by the neck #ud rub their noses in
their own filth! They bave what they cali
| Gent’'s” rooms. That is right. The name
ought to be cutin two. They are not geutle-
jmed. You would think, in going througn a
| “gent’s” car, that you were going through Te-
phet. It excels my imagination of Tophet.
| G all dirty holes, that is the dirtiest,
It is complained that on the boats gentlemen
| will not go into the “gent’s” cabin instead of
| going in on the ladies’ side. 1 won't go in on
the side that was iutended for “gents.”” [ am
w gentlemen—not a gent,”  The filthiness, the
nastiness of these places, after 200 or 300 men
- have smoked and spit, and chewed and squirted,
is beyond belief. I pity the woman that mops
up. I have thought of writing an article—and
I will yet—on that very subject. The snail
that goes about leaving slime 1n his track, is a

ing en me a haggard face and blood-shot eye.
| L arew my arm within his, aud led bim away |
| passive as a child. Not a word was spoken by |
; either until we were in his office, which was not
| fur distant, aud the dour shut and locked. He
| dropped into & chair with a slight groan, his |
| head sinking upon his chest. He was the pic- |
ture of ahject wretchedness,

** He leaveth the ninety and nine that are
safely folded,” I said, speaking in a low, ten-
der voice, ** and goeth out into the wilderness |
to seck that which is estray.” [

He did not answer, :

*“You bave looked to the strong for strength,
Iv‘ou have prayed to Ilim for success, and He

as come very near to you and helped you.
Becanse you again went out of the fold, His

clean animal compared with one of those men
‘who has no sense of anybody’s comfort but his
own, and selfishly smokes or chews his tobacco,
and smells scarcely less strong than a polecat,
and spits wherever he goes, and dirties the dress
of every woman that comes near him, (thongh
I do not pity the women, wkere they wear long
dresses, ) and makes everybody around him un-
comfortable. Such men often prufess to be good
Chris:ians. Abominable fellows! We examine
men for membership on drinkiog. For wy parr,
I should like to see them examined on smoking

and chewing,
ors. P

Thave heard of a thirsty pilgrim, a heavy
man in town, who hanted through a rural village

love has not lailed. lie has found you ovut in

the wilderness and brought you back to a place |

of safety. Oaly trust 10 Him and all will be |

well. He is the friend thatsticketh closer than |

a brother. His is a love that never fails.” |
I waited for him to reply, but he kept silence. |

y ' i:‘it must have been no ordinary temptation,”
suid.

Still he was silent, '
“The enemy must have come on you una-
" I added, after a brief pause. “ The

bolt must have fallen ere you saw the warning

On
wife. I could not remember when I had seen
bim there At the close of the services,
(Y

“T was taken at a disadvantage ; but 1 had

five whole days for his accustomed dram. It
was all in vain. He was about to despair,
when be heard of a temperance gathering in a hall
near by. He entered the unfamiliar scene. A
gpeaker urose and gloried in the power of Pro
hibition. *“Every place in town is cleared of
rum except that barber's shop at the end of the
street.””  Straightway our friend took up his
line of march, it was a bee-line to the barber’s
shop aforesaid. He found it even so, and he
tarried there for a season. The queer fact that
a temperance meeting is a sole directory, and a
barber’s shop the sole bar, in many an inland

me in all my unguarded moments ; they hide ’

The vile second nature ho |

In the degree |

“ The wolves are not all dead,” 1 said to him |
one day, as we talked of the present and the |

lite enough to say to men that wera smoking,

heart remain as hard as grante or adamant : he
‘ may know all about the winds, their courses
| and their currents, and be the sport of passions
| as turbulent and fierce as they ; he may know
| all about the stars, and his fate be the meteor’s
that blazes for a little while and is then lost,
quenched in eternal night: he may know all
about the sea, and be a stranger to the peace
of God : his soul may resemble its troubled
waters, which, lashed by storms and rafiied by
every breath of wind, cannot rest, but throws
up mire and dirt ; he may know how to rule
the spirit of the elements, aud not know how
to rule his own; he may know how to tarn
! aside the deadly thunderbolt,but not the wrath
of an angry God ; you may know all, in short,
| that man's genius bas discovered, or his skill

iveuted, but if you do not know Jesus Christ,
(il your eyes bave never been opened to a saving
kuowiedge of the truth, what will that avail
you when theyare fixed in their sockets, glazed
by the hand of death? Equally by the death-
bed of the greatest philosopher, as of the hard-
| €st wiser thavever ground the faces of the poor,
there 15 room and reason for the solemn gues.
'tion, What shall it profit a man if he shall wain
| the whole world—all its learning, its wealth, its
 pleasures, and honors—and lose his own soul ?
‘ —Dr. Guthrie.

ToE Trivaruar Exgry.—Two vast streams
of people met on that day. * % Hulf of the
vast wass, turning round, preceded ; the otner
half followed. Gradually the long procession
swept up and over the ridge where first begins
| ‘the descent of the Mount of Olives” toward

Jornsalem. At this point the firss view is caught
| of the southeastern corner of the city. The
temple aud the more northern portions are hid
by the slope of Olivet on the right; what is
seen is only Mount Zion, now for the most part
a rough ficld, covered with the mosque of Da-
vid, and the angol of the western walls, hut
| then covered with houses to its base, sarmounted
| by the castle of Herod, on the supposed site
ot the palace of David, fromm which that por-
tion of Jerusalem, emphatically the “ City of
David,” derived its name. It was at this pre-
cise point “as he drew near, at the deseent of
the Mount of Olives"—(may it not have been
| from the sight thus opening upon them ?)—
that the shout of trinmph burst furth from the
multitude, ** Hosanna to the Son of David.,”—
Stanley.

A man, building character, must break hond,
as a bricklayer. Ilis thoughts, purposes, and
actions must interlap and nterlock, cross over

e must build in mueh for strength, and little
tor show. Comparatively few bricks go into
the street-side wall of a house. 'T'he materials
that compese the rear walls, gables, and cross
partitions mast be as firmly burnt and care-
tully laid in as the stencilled rows that face the
thoroughfares. So a man must make himselt
strong, not merely in a single trait or truth,
but build his character through and through by
plumb and level, He must square himself up
' heavenward by well adjusted proportions of
reading, business, meditation, and religion.
- His works must measure up even against his
words. He must provide windows of illumina.-
tion and doors for his guests. Some men are
built like jails. They are blind walls and gloom
all the way up ; their eyes are cross-barred with
forbidden frowns. If there are emotions with-
in, they are prisoners. Not a solitary tear can
escape the sentinels.—Clark’s Workday Chris-
tianity.

If a man, remarks the Church Review, hasto
choose between two ways in which he may work
for the Church, if he be sincere: he will most
assuredly choose that which is most conforma-
ble to the apostolic, Christ designed model. For
instance, if ke has to choose between spending
his time in taking part in public meetings, at-
tending committees, getting up petitions for
Church purposes, and doing pastorial work
among the souls of the poor in some obscure
place, he will, speaking generally, choose the
latter,—the first mentioned work, whether use.
ful or useless, being that which the Apostles
absolutely left undone, and the latter being the
very employment in which the greater number
of them spent their lLives, and engaged in which
they met their glorious deaths. The sound of
the Apostles went out into all lands, and their
words unto the ends of the world, not from pub-
lic platforms, but from the midst oflittle knots

town, argues well for the success of the present
liquor laws.

of unknown persons in all sorts of odd corners

| at this moment a poorer and less civilized peo-

cach other, and be seuled by brotherly love, |

The Sabbath,

“If Sunday had not been observed as a day
of rest during the Inst three centuries, T have
not the smallest doubt that we should have been

ple than we are.”'—Lord Macauley.

fluences, have been deprived of the opportunities
enjoyed by their more favored brethren of the
free States.

The Freedmen's Bureau had under its charge

report, 114,523 colored pupils in the day schools

“There is no religion without worship, or no
worship without the Sabbath.”— Count Mon- |
talembert. ;

**The more faithfully I apply myself to the |
duties of the Lord’s day, the more happy and |
successful is my business during the week.’— 1
Sir Matthew Hale. ]

“A corraption of morals usually follows a |
profanation of the Sabbath,”— Blackstone.

“The Subbath us a political institution is of |
inestimable value, independently of its elaim |
to divine authority. '—Adam Smith. '

* Sunday is a day of account, and a candid |
account every seventh day is the best prepa- |
ration for the,great day of account,”’—ZLord |
Kames.

“T can truly declare that to me the Sah- |
bath has been invaluable.”— William Wilber-
Soree,

*Give the world half of Sunday, and you
will find religion has no strong hold of the
other.” —S8ir Walter Seott,

““Where there is no Christian Sabbath there
is no Christian morality ; and without this, free
institutions cannot long be sustained."” —Jus-
tice MeLean.

“T'he longer [live the more highly do I es-
timate the Christian Sabbath, and the more
grateful do I feel toward those who impress
its importance on the community.” —Danil
”’!'wa!'l'.

In a general order, issued November 15, 1862,
President Lincoln commanded that “Sunday
lubor in the army and navy be reduced to the
measure of strict necessity.  The discipline and
character of the national forees should not suf
fer, nor the cause they defend be imperiled, by
}Iw profunation of the day or name of the Most

ligh.”

“The Sabbath must be observed us as a day
of rest.  This I do not state as an opinion, but
knowing that it has its foundation upon a law
i man’s nature ns fixed as that he must take
food or die.”—Dr. Willard Parker, of New
York City.

**As a day of resi, I view the Sabbath as a
day of compensation for the inadequate. restor-
ative power of the bhody under coutinued labor
and excitement.  One day in seven, by the
bounty of Providence, is thrown in as a day of
compensation to perfect by its repose the ani-
mal system." —John Richard Farre, M. D., of
London, England.

TEMPERANCE.

Tur Dosrster vo Drivgiva. —The S, 8.
Scholar says that everybody who smokes and
chews, don’t drink ; buteveryhody that drinks,
smokes and chews.  What is more, nearly every
drunkard in existence began with tobacco.
Dear boys, stick to temperance. God keep youn
from drunkenness. But remember that il you
keep your mouth clear of tobacco, you will™ be
pretty apt to be safe from whisky.

A letter to the Worcester Spy, from a cor-
respondent in California, mentions that in one of
the villages of that State where nice wh.te wine
could be bought for twenty centsa gallon, beer
and whisky were the beverages sold mostly at
the bars. This fact goes to show that the in-
crease of the product of native wines, is not al-
together likely to diminish the consumption of

| may work in the printing oftice, whether private

and 89,731 in the Sunday schools,
6,660 teachers.  About 190,000 of these pupils
were siaves at the commencement of the war.
The educational department of this paper will
contain matter prepared and selected with spe-
cial reference to the capacities and needs of this
large numbet of pupils and teachers, thereby
m.sking the New Narioxai Era a valuable aux-
“iliary in the scheme of education.

THE INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT.
The industrial interests of the colored people

will claim and receive a large share of our at-
tention. We adopt the following extracts from

the address promulgated by the Colored Labor
Convention held in this city in December last, as
indicating the views and policy of the Ngw Na-
T10NAL Era on this subjeet :

““For our own good and the welfare of our
country in all things pertaining to her materiul
and moral well-being, we seek a better and
broader opportunity to gain knowledge in the
fields of agricultural, mechanical, cominercial,
artistic, and rrofeuai-mul labor, and this knowl-
edge we would energise, direct, and make more
largely effective through the enlightening and
sanctifying influence of education. Our mottoes
are liberty and labor, entranchisement and edu-
cation! The spelling-book and the hoe, the
hammer and the vote, the opportunity to work
and to rise, a place on which to stand, and to
be and to do, we ask for ourselves and children

during the past year, as shown by the last annua) |

employing |

Bureau of Labor of the United States of
America.

| Fellow Citizens and Workingmen of the United States :

| The question of the hour is, How can the wurkingman
best improve his conaition? This questivn is not only being
agitated in the United States, but througbout the civilized
world. The universal law o1 our existence in: *In the sweat
of thy face thou shalt eat thy bread.”  We desire to inmpress
you with this fact, that it is a Divine law, that we must s
| bor, and that the comforts of life can only be aftsined by
| honest, patient toil.

Lt should be the afm of every man to become & capitalist ;
| that is, every wan ~hould try and receive an exchange for his
{ labor, which, by proper economy and investmeut, will, in
| the future, place him in the position of thuse oo whom be is
now depondeut for a living, At least it should be your as-
piration to becomwe the owner of your own homestead and
| place that huomestead beyond the resch of want snd poverty.
As workingmen we canonly possess these blessings by being
industrious with our braios and hands, tomperute in our
babits, and economical with our means.

It is the duty of onr National Lator Union, and more par-
ticularly the Burewn of Labur created by your delegntes as-
| sembled from uearly every State in the Union, 1o sdvise with
you npon the best aud most speedy nuosns to better your
coudition in the United States, 3

We look with puintul emotions upon the presont condition
of colored labor 1n the several states. Disurg niged, poorly
paid, assaulted, and, in many cases, totally inditferent to its
own wellare. After a caretal survey and consideration of
| this vital question, in which we have cousiited the wisdom
and experionce ol tue most protonnd ceonomists and labor
ceformers of our times—

We advise you lst, to immedistoly orgunize, becsuse labor
can only protect itselt when orgauized ; that is, by belug or-
gamzed thoroughly, you vave the command of capital. Youn
receive better pay tor your labur. You tearu where aud how
to invest your labor 1o better advautsge. Yon learn the
vilue of the capital tuvested with your labor—how to res=pect
| that capital, aud wiake that cs pital respect your labor, You
| learn how and where to create enployineut, to give your-

selves work when you are debarred by opposite combiua-
| tions. You learn the wauts of your fellow workwmen and
how to provide for them.

1o & werd, without orgunization, you stand in danger of
boing exterminated. You canuot expoct o be protitably
ewpluyed, aud the trades will soou die out in the race.
With orgamzation you will find empioy mwent, you will turce
vpposite combinations to recognize your claiuis to work
withuut restriction becanse of our color, and open the way
| tor yuur clitidren o learnu trades and move torward io the
| eijoyment of allthe rights o1 American - iizenship. How
shall you organize? We answer cali o goneral mecting of the
workinguien (ne ery city aud town, and siter discussing
the unportauceof vrganization, appoint w commitiee of oue
from each brauch of trade or Labor represe. ted, (v prepare
4 plan lor urgamization.  When they have reported a plan,
then appoint your committee on constitution snd pormanent
vrghuization  When they report, proceed immediatoly to
form yvurselves into wn association, seud a copy ol your
cousututivn and List ot officers to the Burean of L bor, and
get your charter. We would advise, where there 1s « suffic-
et number ol any particular brancl, that thes Orguuize

as the means in the use of which, under God, |
we are to compass these achievements which |
furnish the measure, the test, and justification
of our cluim 10 impartial treatment and faiy |
dealing.
**That this end may be reached, we ask, first |
of all, that trades be opened to our children, |
aud that they be given tﬂe benefit of a just and
equitable system of apprenticeship; in the sec-
ond place, that for every day's labor given we
be paid full and fair remuneration, and that no |
avenue of honest indusiry be closed aguinst us; |
and thirdly, since we believe that the intelii-
ence, the elevation, and happiness of all people
epends in no small degree upon the diversity
of their iudusdmal pursuits, we ask that we

or governmental, in the factory, the foundry, the
workshop, upon the railroad, the canal, the
river, the steambouat, in the warehouse, the store,
wherever labor is to be done and an able and
faithful workman is wanted we conceive that
we may claim a place without distinction as to
our color or former condition, since all that can
be demanded by the employer is ability, faith-
ful pertormances of the eontract made, and th
employee reasonable treatment and the compen- ]
sation promised. Hence, while we condemn that
spirit which in its proscriptive regulatious denies
us industrial opportunity and the fruits of honest
toil, we rejoice in all those evidences of pros-
pective good which we and other laboring classes
see in the erection of factories and foundries in
Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri, Ten-
nessee, Georgia, and Alabama, promising that
our strong and labor-hardened hands, our intel-
lectual powers, quickened by the intluences of |
education, and our purposes made doubly earnest |

strong liquors, as has been hoped by many.

“Irenmus,” of the New York Observer, tells
this incident of a trip to Greenport, L. L.: “It
was a hot, dusty, disagreeable ride. A boy ap-
peared with a jug of water to refresh the dry
and thirsty travelers. 1 took a swallow from
the common tumbler, and in disgust said to the
boy : ‘'This turabler has had rum in it.” ‘Yes.’
said a man in the next seat, ‘I put it in myself;
have you any objections ' ‘Certainly, I have.
You can put rum into your own tambler, if you
like ; but I prefer to mix my liquors to suit my-
self. Boy, bring a clean tumbler.’

The “comforts’” of lue nave come tardily to
the human race. Turee hundred years ago onr
English ancestors had leaves and dried grass
for beds; logs of wood or stones served the
office of chairs and tables, the earth was their

of the earth.

by considerate treatment and the prospect of
Jjust compensation, shall all be given to the de-
velopment of the industrial resources of ou:
several States in the interest of our employers.’’

The New Narionar Era will be made a desi-
rable visitor for the family and the fireside, and I
we earnestly appeal to our friends everywhere
to aid us by their subscriptions and their influ-
euce,

The subscription price of the New NatioNar
Ega will be $2.50 a year for single subscriptions,
or b copies for $10, in advance.

Address

Publishers NEW NATIONAL ERA.
Lock Box No. 31.

floor. Only one hundred years ago eaipets be-
gan to be used in Enghnd’.“

Wasuivarox, Seer, '1, 1870,

} form yourselves iite co-operutive Trades Uniioos.

| necessity demauds, take a decided stand ig

sepurite o socialivos.  As ench wian dusires to follow thiat
busiuess for which ne hias been educated. As & «oustitution
fur the guveritucat of & carpenters’ wssociation will not
euitior the government of & laborers' RasoCiation, it s 1m-
portanttual yull organize e ranchsepurately. Fi.ve men
of wuy oue hrauch orgavized, can w Coiuplish more in ghe
interest ol Wat purticulsr brauch, thas being associated
with ave bundred men of several branches, Mis d organi-
Zations Lave always proven cisasterous to the labor reform
wmovement, except in delegatod bodies  The abuve Ut A ul-
Zatious referrod Lo, wre simiple orgauizations for the protec-
Licu of labor wnd Wuges,

We would call your attention to, und advise, 2nd that you
Wuile
these are Lhe most beneflcial assoviutions ef mivdern  tiines,
they require much judgment, and intellectual ubility romake
theim o success. Lhoy seew W0 be w uecrssity at this time
i order to turnish emwployment to colored men in many
States u the « pion.  We could uot turnish a genorai plan o
urganigation. Each particular associstion must be Rovern-
wil by special rules. Weca . only aflvise you bow to organ-
1Zc, When you iutocin the Bureau wihat you propose to orgun-
ize. Wecan but say the geaers. principle i, for each wman
10 take i given amouit ol stock, sod pay that in we=kly or
mouthly iustallmests uotil they have enough to commence
business with, so that, by a comtilnation of their money and
tbor, they will furio & capital and business that wiil give
them un iodependent liviog. o organizations of this Kiud
0o restrictions should be pluced upoun parties iovesting, be-
cause of their ethor relations. Let any man who wi 1, take
an tuterest with you.

3. We shoulibadvise you to organize Building and Land
Associativns, The e cun easily be estabilisbed in conunec-
tion with your “*Trade- and Labor UVnious,” ang will have &
tendesey 1o strengtiven and perpetuste them. Experence
hus proved thust all men cau, by the agency of & weil regu-
lated building association, buy a house or what he would
pay reut furoue. We siall be plossed 1o agvise you upon
the mostimproved plans of organization,

4. lu order to eflect a more thorough urganization of the
colored workingmen of the United states, and sdvise and
entighten them upon all yoestious affecting their interest,
wnd battle with the prejudices pianifested beesuse of oar pe-
culiar position, the Nativual Labor Convention bas adupted
the Nkw Eka, a weekly journal puclished in the cty of
Washington, as the organ o the Colored Workingwoen of the
United States. LIt shati be our vlject to keep you informed
us to the coudition of the trades in cncl State, retes of Wages,
demand for labor, value «f real eulale, furtus of urgau:uu:
tion, and to meet sl questions, nativusl snd local, affsctins
the intervst of the workiugmen. -

The uecessity (or such a paper is admitted by all who
the 1east scquasinted with our present disargauized ""-ul'iuom
aud as it is barely possitle to disconnect our labop nod i:l'
interest from our political, we shall at all timy, 'he:“:ho
: ‘d"'-ntt;g:un n
all questions that will be te your interest *% u race t
the good of l;lll' common country. e 2o s

As we shall have one or more agents, w
and through all the States to assist ,._:; inh:r;.h:& tru:ielnluilu
departments of lubor, we hope that €Yery man will m.g:
bimsell an agent to tuke the paper, and se that his neighbor
has one also, until it may be foundy . every house io the

country.
vur course is onward! Let every man put his shou i
the wheel, and victory and success will pcl:-ch upon uu'm'-'
ners. All communications must be marked *official” and
mddressed to F. G. BARBADORS, Washingtou, D. C. :
P. 8.—Your atteation is particularly invited to the Consti-

tutivn of the Natiousl Labor published i
ceedings of the Convention, o - -

lisuc Myers, President.
Geowee T Dowwing, Fice President.
Lews H. Dnmu.nl.'&auwy

Cranres H. Paress, m.h-!
Couin Cruson, Treasurer,

BKECUTIVE QOMMITTER

Sela Martin, Hon. C. H. Uamilton, John H. Butler,
ol i DM Simme, " ) l"“
uy Bowen, . M. F. 6.
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