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u.it if llii* intricate chain which binds liu- j
n.v endeavor* nnil forms human divlaiona,
m .! .r.ilc in over;, link different phases

nature embodying abilities for labor,
.trenitth < f thought ami |>er*everanee of aim.
»1. I-''-"2 front every department of life,

1. inthienccd by every kind ofcircumstance,
j , i;n the -beam which, na it becomes con-

lent with the common tide of existence,
nirat nnh!ene««, virtue, and strength, or ^

ia. inness, misery, and vice, thus
,1 « she sum <>f life.

Ufi
Wi-.a » recall all that has been uccom.? n ! fr »m it conclude what can he ^

v. av c! reformation and advance- .,

lei.iice thiil to no station in life is
limited, and that to success U | re-j

seru i ;: » appeal of former degradation.
\ j* «plo imraured in bondage tv.-o hun-

1 fiftv years, uith self-respect tram-
1:.'- n.faculties deadened, hope hani-bed, 'n

nn
m<l !»y uarkness, have etr.crged

o th< light «.f a nineteenth eentnrv civilina
di n, and tlje deeper gloom of a nineteenth
ntury moral darkness; into their hands

have hcen placed the reins of self-government ^
a 1 the si pier of moral power by the wield- ^
!s_- e. these, the destiny of their lives are to

'
. .ha

A:e! from the heights to which some

l.me nl i.lned, and the goal to which thousv!- are hast. t::ng, we do believe that the
"height bring- out the stars," and that to

ov

every expectant an 1 ambitious one tliere is lu'

; r lliretl all that he will seek, and even from
the w .cuds of a darkened memory encouragementlurk- in aspiration, and strength of
::rj»o«p create-, victory. Many a sculptured j
gate -lues a clear, white figure on a field 'e

; a.», from the midst of penury, vice,
and desp-.ndeney, the line, sliarp chiseling C0

life and circumstances brings out in hold r*\
relief a noble character; and as the cold,
my strata serve to make more apparent tho

l-righter hue of the design, so too often stands
firth some powerful intellect, some trans
emicnt genius from the dull atmosphere of

the commonplace workshop of effort.
But to all this success which awniteth, 'fCi

there is a second jiart, another side to this

never-ending drama. From earliest liistorj*, cu

the great struggle between freedom and des- 01

jKdisni, ju-tiec and injustice, purity and impurity,has been in progress. The dazzling 'jlintsof martial fame, the splendid achieve- j
meuts of successful enterprise have too often j.hid from the view «<fjustice her uneven scales
until, in obedience to eternal laws in the ^
dav of unholy victory, the avenging Xcmesisn p(
appears.

In the palladiums of art, the temples of
w

wisdom, and araiil the altars of praise, even
111

in these proud lights, revenge majestic walks
r.u honored guest. Avarice scars nud in-

^
crusts the heart till there remains no resistlesspower. Kuvy sniiliug and flattering, pre- ^
scuts the fruit of temptation, and scandal ^
marshals her ln>sts to delilu, from w hence
then is to spring the light of truth ?
Consciousness is the measure of life, and f,'

through it wo realize that not indeed to the
uncertain record of rulers and conquerors of
the past, can we turn ; for all over the pages

cc

of history it is written in Mood for the '

warning of nations, "Power, without priu- .tfc
ciple, must fall," the deeds of genius, for a
li.ee may dazzle, but, divested of its gilded jj1
covering, disinterested truth records their
virtues, their follies, and their crimes. All
along earth's pathway wasted lives aio there f
a the right liaud and on the left, drifting

with the hurrying tide of life, wrecked 011

rocks and shoals. It is the burden of the w
iast despairing cry that ushers in a deeper ;n
waste, a darker gloom. It is the sad refrain
of lives wasted in idleness, dissipation, and tc
crime. I <ri

Since then, not in the light of nations
r individuals of the past or presi nt, can we n,
draw the dividing line between good and evil e<

then, oulv as an emancipated people, can |,]
< ilaMMi them-elves 011 a linn basis of right jn
thus warned by examples, and accepting
the subjective mode of living which will
enable tlieni to reach out for labor which shall j.
accnie only for good, and claim a citizen- w

-hip which shall be their's, not only by right, p,
l»ut by a divinely appointed seal, truly then
shall "the right come uppermost, and ever tj
he justice done." For, from youth to age, p
the scenes are shifting, varied as the climes t|
ia which they have their birth; tropical ler- R(
ior and frigid severity freely mingle; every u,
torui of impulse comes forth in its appropriate
robes ; petty schemes and noble plans jostle al
va<h other; Itroad-faced humor and tender- jg
>c 1 grief pass each other unnoticed; every o

taeultv of mind Hnd soul is vividly portrayed. C!
I.il'e is shaped by the choice of these iuipcr"ualions;and this is for the actors to do''de; the virtues invite the vices, flattery,speaks from the lips of the one, candorfrom the other; vice deludes with a fair ,
exterior ; virtue rewards with a uohle heart;
rice fillers much, hut never fultllls; virtue is
Uilhftil to all her promises. ^ r

lYotti Dlstrlt-t of Columbia. *

>1
Mil. KniToR : Within the last week we

i.ave new* cf the summary execution ot dia-
tmguiahed persons adjudged lrom Spanish
stand-point us euciuiea to the rule of .Spain
a* administered in the Island of Cuba.

It is a matter of serious regret that such
measures should be taken as result in the
killiug of hutnau being*.
Humanity still always be shocked at the

shedding of hurnau blood, no matter the
cause, and we e bo share with other* struggiiugto shake oil the yoke of op|ireasion,
ima-t regret these bloody murders, tbuugb
d' Ce with uu eye siuglc to justice and respectf>r law. Makiug up our judgment
from what we read, we cau discern an effort
on toot to iuvolve our Government In this
defeat* matter; and, by the way, our ad-i
tn.nistr>tiou on y awaits official intelligence

it kjjaaki offi iallyr. 1

NEA
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We entertain no objection to this iotervenion.Wc would that we could by diplomatic

orrespondence reach the heart and core of
ppression in all civilized countries, and thus
tay the arm when raised to strike down
hose whose only wish is to be free; but we

rould not have this accomplished at the oxenseof our national honor. In our opinion
'0 have Quite enough at home to enaase our

erious attention, without wandering over
reation to find business for diplomatic quills.
We may prate as we please about our

iwa, Constitution, form of Government, and
io like, but history don't reveal n country
which the laws are so little respected as

our own.

Instance the cold-blooded massacres all
er the South. Hands of assassins roaming
cr the country shooting, hanging, whipping,
aiming, and the State and Federal authoriesstanding by, if not powerless, at least
milling to interpose, for fear of offending
ioho whom they otherwise would conciliate,
Of late, only those who stood in arms

;ainst the Government, and who to-day
oulil inaugurate another rebellion are pre-
rred. Is it a matter of wonder then, that j
esc persons or their allie.s should be found
remost in the slaughter of persons whose
ilv fault is that they love their country?
We cannot as individuals escape .the ruonsibilityof our actions, and what is tiuo
this connection is also true as touching

ttions. Other countries have llourished as

irs, and the same countries from the lack of
itional honesty, have gone to pieces like a

itter's vessel.
Have we any assurance that we w ill escape
c fate of others, when we nre treading in

What right, under present circumstances,
ivo we to interfere with Spain in her strugeto maintain her authority in Cuba, when
ider the shadow of our laws we sutler our

in people to be murdered and no effort
ulc to intlict speedy punishment upon the
rpelrators of crime.the like committed noiiercelse but in our own country
Once upon a time, when Denmark Vescy,
at Turner, and Jolm Drown stood at the
ad of a few followers in arms, justly too,
;aiust such oppresson as only Americans
ulil invent, the entire country like one

an was ready to march Smith, each man

ith his cofliin on his hack, to quell negro
surrection, and 110 section was more willing
an the North to lend a hand in crushing
it the last spark of freedom which lived in
e bosom of the negro.
Within a few years we have, upon paper,
vised or reconstructed the character of the
3nstitution, and, under its protection, sciredall without reference to color or previiscondition. We profess enougii on paper
render our land to its inhabitants as hapaplace as was the (tardea of Eden to our

st parents before they fell. But what
>es all this profession amount to when we

il to make the application V Is it not from
moral point of view, as much or more the
lsincs" of Spain to see that wc make our

loplc behave themselves and respect the
ws, as it is our business to intermeddle
ith Spain when she puts to death the enciesof her national peaceWe suffered no

... rOlw.r irvt,.rf,.rn,wo ill,no nn

ing John Brown and his friends ; they were

liudged to be the enemies of the Constitute,men who by their conduct had put
icmselves outside of all decent considerain,and so we murdered them in turn to

ipeusc the cry for blood. The expression
let us have peace," will deserve as it will
ceivc due consideration, when we learn to

mrjucr a peace by punishing even to the
:ath all those who conspire against the well
:ing of society, whose hands are red with
ie blood of hundreds to whom the Republic
omised "life, liberty, anil the pursuit of
tppiness."

Tou.sa.iint.

/ !.(.., ../ t'.e AVer national Era antt Cittier..

Washington, I). C.
Who gave to man the power to prescribe
ho should, and who should not, become
tnlligent and useful beings?
Did the black man ever give his consent
become a slave, or to have his children
w up iu ignorunce?
The white man's arrogant self-righteousessand tyrannical assumption of unnatural
niditiona should bring to his cheek the
lush of shame for his responsibility iu kecpghis fellow-creature upon a par with the
rute creation.
Upon what principle is founded a law
rohibiting any child from attending either a
liite or black school ? The schools being
ublic, or sustained by a system of general
ixatiou, should bo geueral iu the applicaoilof school funds, aud tyranuy takes the
luce of decency and sell-consistency in

lose who discriminate at the door of the
;hool-housc when any child knocks for
Imittauce.
Social equality is foreign to the subject,
ud he who uses this sophism, is himself
;norant of tiie laws of society, and appeals
nly to the animal passions of his fellowraature.

J. weed COHKV.

From Arkaunas

l*tnb Bluff, Ark., Nov. 8, 1873.
o tht alitor o/lU .Wis yotional Kra and CUUen:

Ileturuing from our Northern town during
acalion, we tiud hosts of friends ready to
eccive us, welcoming us hack to our chosen
rork among the freedmen of Arkansas.
Friends at the North say: " Why go back?"

rhey offer the temptation of place, and
louble and even triple salary, thinking perniostlmt inur.ev miirht temnt from our

vork. If we hud chosen a life of ease,
vilhout any reference to the claims of the
uillions who arc needy, in that very importantsense,.the need of mental and
noral attainment and discipline.we had
lever tome to this field. This is not the
ilace for idlers or mere mercenaries. The
:ouutry is full of them to its hurt. Many of
.he new-comers arc of the latter class, and
:ould easily be spared. These mere politi.iausseem to have no care as to the influence
ixerted on this impressible race; so susceptibleto light or wrong Influences ; in fact, it
items as if most of our politicians are doing
ike the Quaker, who, wishing to thrash an
utruder. t<>ok off his coat, saying "Lay
there t^aaker 'till I thrash this fellow."

VNA
AND

W IHHIMUTl

Tl»cy seem to lay aside any morality they
roav have heen possessed of. or ] rofeaaed
to in VP n n,l in hunt .l.ij.

forth to succeed. At our late County Cou|vention, I am informed that at least twenty
gallons of "/oily rod " was furnished to the
frcedmen l.e»ide wliat was drank outside
before and after. The result was a disgracefulmobbieh gathering, outraging decency and
propriety. The leaders are responsible for
this, and are leading the frccdmcn down the
roai] of intemperance with amazing rapidity.
A careful calculation shows that our colored
ftiends, in tics city and vicinity, sjx nd
enough each year for whisky to 3i>|q>ort a

good school six months in the year for each
fifty children of school age.
While at the North we secured what will

net our Xormal school about $20,000, which
will bring our available funds up t > $4u,000,
when our State scrip is at par again. We
pray the day trill hatte on.

Our political skies have cleared tip the
last two months, and there seems a prospect
of better tilings for the future. The disband-;
ing of the militia and ceasing the war

between rival factions have a good portent.
The grand difficulty now seems to he a lack
of offices, the demand being greater than the
supply ; not only for the high offices of State,
but for County, town, and city offices. Men
with nothing to recommend them but ignorance,and brazen-faccdnoss, arc putting
themselves forvvaid, and our offices are too
frequently filled with incompetency, both
colored and white. We are playing the
same role that is being played iu the Tcrri-
toik's, and was played in tlie newer States
to my eertaiu knewledge. Broken down
politicians I know i:i the Northwest before
the rebellion, are scattered through the
South to retrieve their fortunes. The effect
of our political campaigns is somewhat like
a lady missionary to the Sandwich Islands
coin plained of " Oh dear ! there has been a

whaler here, and undone all I have done the
past six months." So here we get colored and
white into our temperance organizations, and
one campaign and election will undo nearly all
our work. The politicians say it is impossible
to conduct a campaign without it, the first
question is "have you got something good?"
and I am told, by a prominent politician, that
they have the whole matter in their hands, but
could change, their courso if they would.
The practice shows a lack of will in the
right direction.
Cotton is a drug in tho market at present,

and although wo have an excellent crop, the
frcedmen will come out in debt. Here and
there one is making something, and buying
some land, but they seem to like the planta-
tiou style,and so are likely to drag along,
living from hand to mouth, and the planters
seem anxious they should. There is great
need of good colored lecturers.temperance
men.to go around among them, and iu
plain lectures arouse lliem to the situation.
They cannot learn from the papers, so must
learn front the stump.

,M. \V. Maiiti.w

Letter from K. I). Berkley.

T\i f'.< Editor </ IA' Ken) Rational Era nr. lCLtizir.:

My attention has been called to a letter
in your excellent paper, signed "C. F. I'.
and, whilst I havo made it a rule never to

notice anonymous communications, yet, from
tho malicious and scurrilous character of the
ono in question, I feel that it would ho doing
injustice to myself were I to remain silent
and permit such false and slanderous aaser-

tions to be publicly made without branding
them as they deserve. The communication
to which I refer was written from I.ottsburg,
Virginia, October 23, 1S73, and purports to

give an account of a speech made by me atj
that piaco. Tho article is captioned "from
Virginia," and its author is said to have j or-

egrinated from Muisachusetln, but the exact1
point of the zodiac from which rhe radiated :

is not definitely ascertained, nor would I at-

tempt to follow up an inquiry which would
he without profit to myself or interest to your
renders. From my earliest childhood, from
the time I first lenrnod to lisp my mother's
name to the present, it has always been a

pleasure to me to recognize and admire in '

the female sex the characteristics of modesty,
gentleness, innocence, and truth; but when
a woman, like the writer of tho article re-j
ferred to, throws aside her self-respect and
parades her indecencies in public print it is
a grievous reflection how lost she must lie to
all that makes the name of woman honored
and revered. But it is still more to be de-
rtlmvwl #ltftf ftiii'h an nnn vlmnlrl hr> infrn.Htr.fi
with the important office of instructress of
the youug an<l charge of their moral training.!
The female rhetorical charlatan says:

"It. D. Bcckley, after seeking and enjoying
the shelter and utmost hospitalities of our

roof, from darkness and storm end prejudicethatwould havo kept him unhoused from
every other white home in Lottsburg, drew
tha audience we had gathered for him away
from the warm comfortable school-house, to
the chilly out-door whisky-grocery corner."

If the writer of this ill-natured paragraph
lacked good-breeding, so much as to forget
what is duo to a guest, I shall certainly not
forfeit my own claim to self-respect by advertingto the manner in which I was entertainedby my hostess. Instead of being
"unhouged in a storm," 1 had received variousinvitations from other white persons tenderingme the liospitalities of their homes,
for which I now take occasion to return my
thanks. 1 accepted the hospitality of Miss
Holley, it is true, from compulsion, because
of the urgency of her entreaties, aud because
she wuuld accept no denial. The schuoljhouse to which your correspondent refers
was a rhnrch. and. believine that there would
be objections to holding a j«olilical meeting
in a place of worship, I took the pains to
inquire of the parties in charge, w hen I found
that mv surmises were well grounded. If
there was any bar-room uear where I spoke
I was certainly unaware of the fact, and the
superior knowledge of "C. F. I*." on this
subject, at least, and her familiarity with the
place, induces me to give this single assertion
the credit of truth. She drinks whisky, it is
evident, but it to be hoped it is more palatablean arliclt than the one she has written,
and not to far below proof. So much for the
whisky part of "C. F. I'.'s" letter.
The next and still worse subject she us-j

dertakes to Immortalise is n Mut Holley, and
after this fashion:

> "Whta Miss Ilolley asked to make some1

TIOJN
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correction*, that th< se LotUburg colore.i 1
voters might u .t he cheatel anil deceived as ,

the* have bm all their live# bjr the»e Vir- jariiliac*, lie repeated ami insolently ordered
her to 'leave the place,' to 'shut her mouth,' '
and iuinL«teriDg to the ni"-t bru'.ai and rufliaiilyinstincts, said: 'If Us wife «t. uM yattend a lh publican political meeting". he
would whip her when she got home.'

"'Ho said he was 'n > woman's rights man;' s

'that Miss Holler had no business at a po- t
litical meeting;' 'she was not a citizen.' f
With gratuitous meanness. he made a tirade

(against mixed schools ; said the agitation li id
done gre at harm anil mischief in the District r

of Columbia.'" c

Miss Holiey, it appears, wanted to
si :ne eorrrcfiofn," which -ho proceeded to do c

in the most approved Billingsgate style, by 1

freijuent interruptions of the meeting, and 0

by calling out at the top of her voice several 0

times: "You're a liar!" I had been sent 8

to addicss the people of Lottsburg by the 0

Stato Kxecutivo Committee, and wheu I ''
arrived Lhero I fount? a fiction opposing the c

regular Republican n-snrnee. lii-s Ho'.ley
was a supporter of this faction, and my re- n

fusal to sustain herself ami friends in their 1

attempt to break up the party, v.-a* the oc.'i- '

siou of her loss of temper and violent con-

duct. "C. F. P." reports mo as saying that, "

sbouid my wife attend a political meeting, 1 s

would whin her when -In- cot home. I'n-i

fortunately for Miss Ilolley, she h.i> no one
to "love, cherish, ami protect" her, ami to

"

administer words of wludr-iome ndvi and,
so long as her behavior remains ur.iefoiiued,
it is a question of grave doubt whether she
will ever succeed in obtaining one to "love,! '

cherish, and protect." I could remark, iu ^addition to what I have already said, that,
should my wife conduct herself after the

ri

example of Miss Ilolley, I would not whip
iter, hut resort to the only remedy left to an ^outraged husband--a divorce a rinculo matrimonii.The other allusions of "<;. F. 1'.''

n
aro of such a character as to he beneath the
notice of the most coarse and vulgar mind.
With regard to my standing on the mixed
school and social equality questions, 1 will
let those w ho heard me speak during the
campaign just closed say where I am. Miss
Flolley, no doubt, thought she was doing me |
an immense damage when she made Caroline

oF. l'utnan write up that long letter of tlagrant
misrepresentations, but the arrows she hurled
at me lodged iu her own bosom; aud if she ''

is not totally devoid of a conscience, will
o

rankle there and sting to the latest day < f
her life. jt
In conclusion, Mr. Editor, allow me to a

suggest to my good friends at the North that ^
they send down a committee to investigate n
the official conduct of "Miss Ilolley. I have
been informed by thoJiest authority.uhilt
and co'.ortd persons living at Lottsburg. ^
that it lias been a regular practice with this
woman for soma time past to write the most ^
philanthropic letters to persons at the North 0
[and societies also) soliciting aid for the col- t|
orcd people about Lottsburg, whom she rep- v
resents to be in the most needy and destitute ()
condition ; these calls have always received w
a read}* and liberal response from our good v
friends in clothing and money. Provisions, ,j
boxes of clothing, any many other tilings are ^
sent to tills woman todistributc among them.
But what's the result ? These poor colored Cl
people arc uiade to work two or three days a
for an old pair of pants, or give a bushel ol
wheat for an old dress, or a barrel of corn n
for an old coat, aud so on, but not a mouth- w
ful of provision, or a stitch of clothing, 01- a

cent of money has ever been given to them g
witnout receiving a lair compensation in some tj
nay, which Miss Ilollcy appropriates to her
awn individual benefit. She has shipped sj
more corn and triteat and other fanning proluceireeived by her in this way than any tj
other ordinary farmer in that county. How jr
is it that on a little patch of land containing t|
iwo and-a-lialf acres, she is enabled to ship j
io much produce? I will leave the public to (|
jnstver this question. t(
One word more to Miss Ilolley and Mbs a,

L'. F. I*. I would advise you to keep quiet, n
or the people of I.ottsburg, whom you have
misrepresented, will tell some things on you C!
that will make my honored friend, Frcderii k j-t
Douglass, blush with shame when lie hears t|

them. 11. D. IIeoki.kv.

itll'aliHlu nisHlsiiipiil.''
ei

Jackson, Miss., Xov. (i, 1873.
r. the UJ,t.,r ../ (he X, III Xattonal I. a un ! CUc .rn

Dear Sir: Vour Vickshurg correspond- w
snt, "Civis," has fallen, unintentionally no j
doubt, into several glaring errors. For ex- §
ample, in his letter of the 14th ult., in your ei
issue of tho 30tli, undertaking to explain the ai
constitutional difficulty which is involved in a,
the existing election laws of this State,
"Civis " says: p
Our constitution which was submitted to e

the jicople for ratification in 1868 provided gl
for biennial elections ; hut on account of sev- a
eral objectiouable clauses and a military g{
governor, whose sympathies were antagonis- g,
tic to the Reconstruction Acts, it was de- 0
feated in that year. Congress again took the
matter in hand, struck out the objectionable
clauses, a new military governor was ap- g:
pointed, and it was again submitted to the j
people in I860, retaining the clause requiring tl
biennial elections, when it was ratified. gl

It wonld bo difficult to crowd a greater v
number of misstatements of historical fact iD r,
a space so short. In the first place, Missis- p
sippi had the same identical military govern- b
or at the election in 1860 that she had in the "

election of 1868, to wit: Gen. A. Ames, the c

present Governor elect. Secondly, it was p
not on account of any objectionable clauses
in the constitution that it was defeated iu .

1868, nor vet on account of the antagonistic a

s\njpathies of the military governor. Neither .
,h... ...,,,<.01. ifwl.<1 tl... .... ..I.

1 shall presently explain. Thirdly, cor did 0

Congress ever " strike out the objectionable v

clauses " or any clauses or words of the eon- f
stitution as it was originally framed. ,

Having been cue of the Republican can- c

vassera in roost of the campaigns in this ,

State since the lteconstruction laws were t

passed in March, 18C7,1 am somewhat famil- ;
iar with the current events. The facts are
as follows: i

Gen. Ames was detailed as Military Pro- J
visional Governor early In June, 186S, before 1
the election of that year, and held that place
unul as such ha signed the certificate of bis <

own election as a United stales beuator by I
the liepublican legislature in kiTO. It was 1

IAL1
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iry no means a change in governors that a

;*ve a different result to the election of 13C9 f
"roni that which followed the elect n of 1W. s
It was a change of Presidents. t
Under President Johnson, Generals OrJ, r

McDowell, Gillem, an] Ames were all alike I
mknown as Republicans, and apparently v

inxious only to be approved by their j-upe- t
iors at Washington. It was not till Gen. a

rant became I'resident that the Republicans j
>f Mississippi received a' y signal eucouragi- f
uent or sympathy from any of the military
ommanders or governors. , <

The constitution had no "objectionable 1

iauscs ; that is to say, its defeat and rejec- [
ion in the election of 1368 had beeu resohed t
>n by the Democracy before the constitution t
>r any part of it had been formed, and con- e

equetit! v, of course, before any of its clauses, ?
bjectionable or otherwise, could possibly
lave been known to any human being. The
onatitution wras not framed until the 15th of v

lay, 1868: but the following resolutions '

dopted by the Democratic State Conven- u

ions held on the 15th of January and the
0th of February, 18CS, correctly shoo- the
rounds upon which its rejection was ag-ecl 0

pon, undertaken and accomplished. They M

peak for themselves and need no explann- tl
ion. j a

IltiolaJ, That the military bills of t on- ^
ress for the reconstruction of the so-called (_
L'bel States arc unconstitutional nndoppres- w

ivo in all their particulars, ntid should be a

i'sisted by the unanimous voice of the peo.
le at the ballot box.
Hetohed, That the nefarious design of the 0

lepublican party in Congress to place the si
hito men of the Southern States under the s

oyernmental control of their late slaves J
ml deerade the < .'aura-im race as the in.
riors of the African negro, is a crime *t
gainst the civilization of the age, which j,
eeds only to be mentioned to he scorned by
11 intelligent minds; and we therefore call .° Si
pon the people of Mississippi to vindicate

w
like the superiority of their race over the
egro, and their political power to maintain ^
institutional liberty. j p
Hrsolva!, That hv the constitution and!,tc
iws of the State of Mississippi, white males
f the age of twenty-one years and upwards
re citizens of tho T'nited States, are alone f
ualified electors and officeholders, and that

^
0 others have right to vote within the limits j
f said State, or to hold office therein ; and ^
iat therefore the acts of Congress prcscrib-
ig rules, whereby negroes are claimed to bo ^
uthorizcil to vote or hold offices in said
tale, utterly null and void, and of no effect

^hatever. t(
Ihsolceit, That t'ne pretended constitutional ^

invention now in session at tho capital of
iississippi, and which assumes to frame a

institution and form of civil government for
ie people of said State, is assembled withutconstitutional authority, not elected by
ie qualified electors of tho State, nor by
irtue of tbo laws of the land ; that the acts j
f Congress, under which military elections ^
ere held, for the purpose of polling negro
otes, to elect the members of said conven011were not within the delegated powers of ;

bngress, and confer no authority on said jt
invention; that the constituents of said

tinventionare chiefly negroes, destitute
like of the moral and intellectual qualifica- (
ons required of electors in all civilized commnities,combined with a small minority of j
bite adventurers from other States that j.
ie majority of that convention faithfully re- ^
oct tho peculiarities of their constituents; .

iat their projected acts demonstrate them
1 be the enemies of the people of Missisppi,who have constituted th« State from ^
s territorial infancy to tho present time; j.
iat under the fraudulent pretense of fram- sf
ig a constitution and civil government for
ie State, they arc wickedly conspiring to ^
isfranchi.se and degrade the people, to rob
icm alike of their liberty and property,! .

) destroy their social and political status,
nd finally place them under the voke.of a j](
egro government. j .

It is true that, in pursuance of their pre-j
inccrted purpose to defeat reconstruction
ir the reasons stated in these resolutions, ,
lcre were captious objections, ami in fact (,f
> all the "clauses" of the constitution, (.f
tit it is generally admitted that the so-call-

n)
J "objectionable clauses" were not only j,,
nobjectionable, but if they bad been adopt-
by the people and ratilied by Congress, u,

otild have materially reduced the number of j0
isfrancbiscd and disqualified citizens of the j.tate;because, while they did not, and n
luld not, in rffrct, impose any disabilities in n(
dditiou to those already imposed by the 1 -1th tj
meudment, and by the reconstruction laws, y
ley would, if they bud been accepted as (r
art of the organic law, have removed c;
ven those disabilities from all " the private tj
ildiers in the Confederate army," and from ej
II others of every rank who had aided and |
tood continue to aid in reconstruction, f-ce
ectioa 5, article 7 of the ( 'onstitutiou us j
riginally framed., tf
These "clause?" vsere "stixkeu out," it ej
true, but not by Congress. The resubm-s- (i

ion Act of April, 1 authorized the t'resi- ^
ent to resubmit to the registered voters of ,

!jc State "either the c-utire Constitution, or

eparate provisions of the same to a separate fj
ote." Accordingly, the Constitution was ri(

^submitted in such a manner that the peolehad the opportunity, by means of a (.

eparate vote on separate provisions, to ^
'strike out," and they did strike out those t
lauses which had been designated by certain t|
artisans, for nitre partisan purpose", as

u

objettionahle," tnt, which as 1 have
liown, were really among the most I.hern'
nd unobjectionable provisions of the inshuueut.
The "mists of years " are rapidly settling |

iver the dark days and unhappy scenes to J
rbicli your intelligent hut ovitlently-mia.ubrmedcorrespondent" Civis " refers. They c
rers days and scenes of sorrow and tears to

tli the people of Mississippi. May time,
vhich always brings healing for earthly sor-

0
ow, continue the work of healing which is ^
low on among the people of Mississippi. .

knd as the Star of Idbetry and Hope rises #

irigblly over the ri'iCKt, may waters of B
Lethe cover the bitter memories of its un- y

isppy pasi .

e
A few words in correction of the views }

Expressed by " Civie " upon the constitution" v
ility of the recent election, and I aoi done.
Lie is evidently a strauger la Mississippi.

mA
(c

II

J*

i a rear in i.imrir^. J»»
(i v opihp ior ^it'.

tad is thercf.'re as excusable : if h s » .«:,t of
amillarity with the Constitution of the
itale a* for the luismforumtiou w.th respect
o our recent public history. It will he r

emcmbered that our first t«r "dicers,
egislature and Representatives .u t (tigress, th
rero elected at the saute time, llutt the
"onstitution was ratified in December, Do.*, !>
,11 of theiu for terms of either two ,.r four U"

ears, an 1 ths Con-dilution mt a us tho be
allowing: in
" Representatives iu « ougress to fill t\( I'u

xis/my runt .\i sha'l be elected at the same th
ime th> Constitution is aubinitted to thr j),
eople of the s^te for ratitieation an I t~ r ^\f full term nrxt t«c:r:itnj Ihtir tlrcti n. and
hereafter elections for Representatives in
ongre>s thatI br hell btrnni jHy. The first 'i

lection shall he held on the llr-t Tuesday j,>|
ftcr the first Monday in November, preced- pj
ag said full term." .w. Art. \ll.

/Under this provis: n, though in palpable
iolation of the ("onstitution of the United ,|1(
tates, all our five Congressmen hehl /»ro yj.
rm< in Conyrest on one election.' '

jit
Again: .lit
"Site. C. lu order to establish a civil gov- an
rnment as required by the Act of Congress, ,ltl
pproved March g, and the acts suppleicntarythereto, an election shall he held at ""

he same time anJ place "at which the Con- ov'

titution is submitted tot ratitieatiou for all did
late officers including members of the
.egislature, and for Ropresentaf ivo* iu
'ongress, at which election the electors,
ho are oualilied under the reconstruction th.
eta of Congress, shall vote ami none others.
"Sec. 'J. The first term of civil officers

lected at the same time, this Constitution
suhmittcd for ratification, shall commence a"

n the second Monday after their election no
hall have been officially promulgated, and j)V
hall continue to hold from said time until
lie expiration of the first full lr, m succeed-1
>g said election." Art. XIII. "*

Thus it appears that "all the Stale officers, "r;

icluditig memhers of the Legislature and tin
leprcseutatives in Congress," were all
lected at the name time. Hut muni*/, t>>* a- in

hip, arui precimt oHlccrtt, though thev, too, !1a
rere all to he filled bv election were not '"11
lected at that flection. Their places were
) he temporarily filled as provided by tho lml

illowing section, and all of their regular tht
snns are to be /ir-> years, save clerks ofeourts,
hose terms are four years: tin
".See. I). The terms of ollice of r, inly, tor

vnshljj, ohJ /ueriiul "'f r':.' shall expire -!ri1
ithin thirty days after this constitution shall ten

ave been ratified, and the (iovernor shall, eat

y and with the couscnt of the Senate, there- di.l
rter appoint such officers, w hose term of office 11n

tall continue until the Legislature shall tin
rovide bylaw for tho election of van/ of.rrs, he
rovided tho present incumbent of all county,! cot

iwnship, district, and beat officers shall ""

old their respective offices until theh succo.s- 1
>rs are legally appointed or elected and duly tin
Jaliflcd.".Sec. f., Art. XII, j ^ 1

Again: ret
" All general elections shall hv ballot, the
id shall commence and bo hidden mr,j hen <

tars on the first Tuesday after tho first Mon- dot
ay in November until altered by law," for
c..Sec. 7, Art. IV. set

And again: am

"The political year of the State of .Missis- by
ppi shall commence on tho first Monday of '

m'uary in each year, and the gi neral dec- °'c
.in snail oe noldeuon llic hrst Tuesday sue- ""

tcding the first Monday in November ben- 011'

all'j.".Sec. 1, Art. XII.
It only remains to be added that by the cc'

ws of Congress the clcetiou of December, ' o

<fi9, not being final or operative either fi>r ',u!
le ratification of the constitution, for ihc
loico of otlicers, or for the restoration of the
:ut*i till it should be approved by < ongress, ^r"
te Governor and State otlicers »v> r- net at- '"'o
wed in be installed tilt the lOb'i ihy ,j March,
!C9, and our <'ongrossuieu not adm tl to
ats till about the tame time. ) >l'l
Thesis constitutional provisions and tliese "si

storieal facts furnish the whole argument, ex'
ith all neeessarv illustrations. None other 4

needed. The officers then eleeted were

t installed at the beginning of "the po-
lical year of the State'4 /. r., the first Mini 'J
iv in January, Circumstances tendered it a

cessarv tliat they should be, an I they were, tioi
stalled at an irregular and abnorm al datej ton

wit., on the loth of March, 1>70. This »ip|
mid not he the proper date from which to out

impute their constitutional terms. That1 nee

ust be, according to the several clauses I an

ive quoted, on "the commencement of tin: pas
ditieal year," or the lirst Monday in Jatiiiy. It eould not be the January preceding,
r at least tbroe very commanding reasons.J I.it
:rst. i lie constitution li.nl not then hern t|,:
.tided Ity Congress, anil, consequently,
dtlier it nor the olflccx created hv it had

. . . MM
icn any legal existence. Section V, Article js t
III, above quoted, required that "the tirst (>n
nn of all the civil olllccrs" elected at the
ectiou lor the ratification of the constitu- vor

on should he "//«- full term succeeding said
ectiou;" and thiidlv, these nttieers having) ai|,
fen elected at the same tirst general elec-!
on with Ilcj.re ntativi s in Congress, and .n

Iting tmted 'r-i.hj with then, ujion ollicial tha

riii", all to he measured alike by biennial j'"'
lection-, the one class holding for two and j-u,
10 other for foui tears, and < 'ongressmen J,(.i
eing required to h>- elc< ted in the No vein- ft-a
er preceding the commencement of each I".1.
icotning Congress, the terms ol the State

.. the
Biters must necessarily commence in the
ild years, as the terms of Congressmen do.
Them arc some of the reasons why it is t,r
mtcuucu dv many o: me t.csi jurists 01 wtj

liaaissippi that thu second general Mate wa

let ion shall occur in November, 1 ' 74, and 'ie:

tal tlie recent electtou la unconstitutional
id void; ttiat the present act of tlie I.'g.s- rt«

iturc requiring anuual elections uu<l annual pu
filtration at an expense of over «.<o0,0G0
er annum, in the f,i, e < f » constitutional
rovisiou, which require* cue general rlec.onto be biennial, cannot Ice enforced ; and

^

hat officers chosen iu defiance of all' these
roviaion*, and in reckless disregard of the
oris titution, cannot be installed. rio

1 enclose you, for your iuformatloti, an uu- tio

bridged copy of our Constitution, and an

fflcial copy of the opinion of our Attorney for
ieneral, the liou. J. S. Morris, whose pub- '"r

ic character q» a lb-publican ha* never been

uccessfully impeached, and whose opinions »oi

a Attorney General, have never been re- ,jf

ersed by the supreme Court of the ."state, 10

nd, moreover, who has never lost, during vej
ill official career, a case instituted against Co

be Kate. II. C. Caktek. Ka

Cx*~ b«n l in yoer elvil rigbta petitions. 1

-ii mess. . fel
hates of advertising. m

trassirs? 4d7e2tt3:5 3 f.ate81
i* p#r ,*«* |! W
V»*qo*«t ...7*j
Mlvrr(i«inc ».,inr^ In tht* j||Anc pmrf |»-«§ ih«?» ten !m'> (hrrtt*1
m full ».jnNrf
\ a hirtUfrnf lit* occupy i<^>4 t hftti * I

'4P mv lvrnlv»rats inten< fr»t a jut Him **» »1
ntf»t mttehm mltiM if*^r ids

and eoai mirtuu,
- «" «. il"tiP W ;*.i; »**lnr«« and dl*«l' r- fr-'Hi .nil j *rt> of lLo country wift

:-r»»r»u t Jv altnuiHl !«»
IT I;.. II >*111 »:.# rn smtN wilt flrnt It t*
f N \ A*'* HJJ*' v. - r. W^

tu-lbi! :«i« *.

l'mm >1 ppi M

VirK«lit i:<;. N <v. 1 I""
^x .1 « t / ... I v.--..

< 'no !' the tlerccst "t !e*ti> ever kin.wu iu
e |>< .a! h >; ri ... I'. > state terminated
the l:'i iiubnt. Were between the
publican and Dciii-rat partie*, I would

it tcuard .t a- a bitter ! ittle, but .t wa»
tween tlie Iboxibiunii party an.! rueiuiM
its own lot I. <.eneral Ahum led the Keblicauparty, an ! e\-limcrn or Alcorn Id
i? bolter*. AuJ ttn* ti :nrc«, far. xfu.w
St we llaie beaten tin- bolt.-:- at lea*t b»
irty lb.m-.in.1 mayfly ' We shall all '

vc a lar^ei maj ority in tin- Legi-latinthan
have lia! since M7l>. Wo will hue ou

nt ba!l<>t not lc** than a major.ry thirty.
ii< l.eitixlaturo hill liavo toelcit tivo 1 nitrJ
ites Senate* one for lh,. uncxi av.l tmiu
one year of (.eneral Anus' ami one tor
s Ions; tomi f nix war-, oiHiitnem in ; from
yrch, 1*7">. We expect warm l ine* in
ck*on in February next, when these ex;eilotlieer* are to be vote.l for. A-j rant*
; already multiply ni-t, but ' aim'-timssihleax yet to place one** eye upon the
e most likely to sueceed. Should, bower,a certain leader in our party he a canlute,hi* election would be nlri '-t a forenecom hwion.
rheie w ere eel lain feature* in out campaign
it wa* exceedingly painful. To do battle
linst the Democrat ! a plea*urc. Aud
e can at it with a ureal deal of hilarit y
i ..... i. -

..v..., urn, i" i:im: tiio stump against
n with wlium we have heen working side
side cut since tlu- ieenn«tructinii !' t!io
lie was nut a pleasant task. It grieved
t'> see them attempting to destroy the

nut old party which has done so mueh for
in and n«. The election has taught them,
never, that men arc nothing when weighed
the scales of the great piimiplcs of the
ty. 1 do not believe that there were one
lulled llepohlicaiis in ti e whole Mate that
lowed Alcorn and his tube! Iheynotnitedtwo colored men on the ticket, hot
y were without inthience or litness. It U
d that Alcorn was disgusted with both of
in, as Kev. 'P. W. striiie. his andidute
Secretary id State ih iioiiueed salaryihhersin his speeches, while his chief at

npled to defend them, and took all that
lie to him. And J. !>. Webster Insinuatefor Miperintcndctit d I'din at "ii anuneedpuldielv that he intended to vote
Ames ticket. It will take a longtime

fore the people will he ready to repose
ilidetiee in those men who sectniii 'lv took
much pleasure in ilenotmcin; and lilifyin;
Illiinelit lie) ilhlieans hccail-e they felt i!
ir dnty to remain loyal I" the old thig
hope, however, that tie- prodi lis will

urn, hut we c innot promise them, as vet,
fatted cnlf.
»tie painful fact in oui elect .<n was linealol'our friend lion, lames II. Piles
.slierifl <»1 I11 1)i willvThe purl t wilt

ioii-ly in his muni y local issues,
I his opponent Jiu|.o> 11/111:1. V,| 11.11 j

a very small majority.
'rifn«l I'ili--. is, hou'i'vrr, ».» im|- l.iut an
niont in mir party t<> Ik: left nut, as lie
»IJ 1I0 honor in any position In; may bo
li il to till. We Impe, therefore, llait Cell,
it's will appoint lum to one of tliorlianloisliipsthat will In' vacant next splint,
avc a la id'skcti linl'Mr. I'ile.i Inst winter,
iliil not iiieltnie tin: hest part of lii-t car.

Instead el liis beiiitf a <on.In it ol tin*
jli S'liniil of Sprili^lieM, t 1I1 .», I10 is a

ilu.ltc of Oberlin ( o!!i III.I took tin:
hest honors in many »!ii.l 11 o studied
in I lie office ol II011 '' m Hal.arjtei ,

ihio, ami was u.luiitt.I pi n I in tliu
n ine Court in tliat ."t ile lleiiapraitiolaw ver in this Slat I In . nilii lent
n-rietice ami I.-.oil lor. make 1 1 linulor/enrzrrlUnrr. ] men llirioi ae, tliat
Hon. James II. Piles 111.1I iff to

oreil JuiJoe of Mississipj
file colore.) lie II of this 11 i llle.l
omentum to self, t ilcl.-'alfs to the Nu
ml Convention to assembl. at Wasliin^011Hi'- '.'tli of Ik-ccmbei lif t. Missispi

will In; In aiil from in e..mention, ami
liiemhel'S of Co|.i;ti-hH will have a pauiful
ount to render to n i: lie y ih. not tak.
active ami h"tdiii£ pail in i .111 n the
save of a civil lights hill m t winter.

( IVH. »'

I I....Iktx.iv 1.1.v.-1 v. !l II...I
tie Wooden Mioen. It Will he >fi
M side liy tilt- I.i|i[ .Ii< ott-.

.4*>hip Ahoy!" :i narrative flipping
ladventurew, ha* ed on J'Jjmvdr itirjuiri'-h,
«> be tli<; titl«- of the I In; In. .4 Annua! oi
ecu IVttk. U'c lio|4*v havt the t'uMuhrr9
rulfit, t!*:11 Mr. I'liinsolIV e Ih-nt eridea*
s will not be f*|x>iled l»y t many en-jet
is, rcj«ly to exaggerate tie e\;U eomiriedof, ami thus discount tin: rr«d.' f
due to tin- original philantI.iopi«t
Mr. W'ilkic Collins ha b nt<i \U v» -«t

the fttihject of "hdwin i>10011/' and »tales
it that unfinished gentleman » 'i< murdered,
1 further, that when he read th<- lint riutaolMr. I)icken»' lit^t utory h«- *.vat *0 pain*
ly irnprceneil with its vaguenma and inco ,

ern y that he at on.. oiiamiiii'.itcd h.»
rh as to I>iekeriH* health f<» the latter'*
yftirian, and could not Ua: l«» read a line
any of the nucceeding numbers t II attei
:ir author'* death.
.The great fortune ot r ,* oO, lelt
onti'.lliriM* veurft to the I.i \'cw
lean* ate) Haltinmre by John Mi I>niiou^h,
iO ilicl In tbe former tv, li it l/een »<

ste<l in a laweuit brought >'V M< I»- nough'a
re on account ot :i llaw n the law, to rc
,-i-r thi* amount, that nut more than »- '

the whole amount » i I to main. *i l.<ithai jmnc tu the lawwr- M InTiou^h'*
rpoee in makim; the i ijm wa« that the
.ney ahouhl be ctevolei) to the ma.nteiianre
free w hit'* an I Ma* a »rho<.!a .11 the .lie*

mi; J.
Hall a liitl "t I';: i.-illc ;.t.ir V Jlhicboob*

atmeiu the il*n » n a I mi' n terary

*Mortil.ll I tot..!,' I.. .11 til: (.1 » U

vi-1 of the .or if'* 'Iran n.i/ra...»
Auth-uy Trolloje - t-. wi.te ihe etoi y
the t'liri'tma. r.uri.h r of Hie I nilon

apln..
\u act Mental eJu* at.nii, tir, ..! », mc irit
a that it i« neccaaary to (' labliih the truth
your flrel [imposition before you [.reauii.c
.jravr inference* from it. /muni.
A lti{al net., e in the Laarcriie Jjttjnul ,*

air the tact that Mr». Isabel -ells, w.!e of
I. Khjah * !!», ut ous tune [ romuienl or

inaaa politic*, ) an applicant tor aittvorce.

tef ye I ut a > .1 ; .'ht* | cI t ou«.


