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From Wyoming.
CiiKVKNXi: Wvo., Feb. 25, 1874.

To Ihr Editor of Ho X. >r Xoliounl Fr<I :

Death, tlic kiny of terrors, is a sad event,
whether it occurs in the king's palace or in
the beggar's hovel, in the happy linne circle,
or within the gloomy confines of prison
walls. But there arc some deaths sadder
and more tragical than others, which agitate
tlic hidden fountain of our feelings with the
prnfoundest emotions of grief and sorrow.
Such was the death of James Ilill, who died
on the 28th of January, 1874, in the States
prison at Canon City, Colorado.
This unfortunate young man became engagedin an angry quarrel with another

young colored man, Klijali Williams, in a
billiard hall, on Blake street, in Denver,
Colorado, in the month of Jul}-, 1871, and
in the melee llill shot Williams dead on the
spot. Ilill was promptly arrested, and, after
a preliminary examination, was bound over
to answer at tlic ensuing term of court to
the charge of murder. At that term he was
tiied and convicted of deliberate and premeditatedmurder, and was sentenced to be
lllltlg.

(Jiving to the many palliating and mitigatingcircumstances connected with the
ca«e, the verdict of the .jury was received
with great surprise and deep regret by the
sympathizing friends of Hill, white and colored.The verdict of the jury and the sentenceof the court were bitterly denounced
by an indignant public, and declared that
manslaughter was the only and greatest
crime of which the prisoner was guilty, and
that if he were hung, it would he nothing
more or less than a foul judicial murder.

(icii. S. K. IJrowne, eouusel for the prisoner,(who is one of the most eloquent advocatesat the Denver bar,) moved for a new
trial for the prisoner, but it was not granted,
lie was not to be outdone, he* carried liis
ease to tlic Supreme Court, where he secured
a new trial for his client. The second trial
resulted in a simple verdict of murder, and
the sentence of the court was imprisonment
f-r life. lion. Samuel II. Hrownc deserves
great credit for bis untiring and unselfish devotionto his colored client; he devoted a

great deal of valuable time and legal labor
to tbe ease, without the least hope of any
adequate compensation whatever. l>til he
lias the thanks and gratitude of the colored
lU-Ol.lc f.r 1 I..IIV..1- u lin u lll lwl.l»n.l

, <<.. .. .... ... KUU
' grateful remembrance bis indefatigable elforts

<« save the life el' his colored client, against
whom there was so much prejudice on accountof his color, which rendered his c/forts
more arduous and doubtful. The writer did
uii iu liis power for the'poor f>wsoner T»y an
earnest appeal to the members of the Legislatureof Colorado in 1*7:2, and a large conJ
course of the eitizens of Denver for means
to aid in secuitng a new trial; but the amount
obtained was utterly insufficient, hut his

> counsel, Gen. llrowne, proceeded with the
' case anyhow, with the result above stated.

It was the intention of his friends to petition
the Governor for his pardon after lie had
served a year or two in the penitentiary, hut
death forestalled their action, and Kindly
granted his pardon, and released him from
prison, and all earthly woes and sorrows.

His immortal soul lias winged its lliglit to
tlie land of spirits, where it will meet the
great Judge of heaven and earth, who is 110

respecter of persons, liis body has been
consigned to the cold bosom of Mother
Garth, who receives all of her children 011

the same level, regardless of all distinctions.
1I<? is gone to the silent and peaceful grave,
the only asylum and refuge of the colored
race from the cruel ostracism and barbarism
of American prejudice and injustice.
Oh tombs! the silent mansions of the

in au . iiimi ri »|Mi;.ni i uu tuc) ,»l;Kli:ill li>

all mankind the sacred dogma <>f equably.
In tlicir silent abodes tlic king and the
peasant, the rich and the poor, the while
and the black, lie down in tho dust together.
Then, why should vain and pompous man

look down with frowning contempt and wilhiling scorn upon any of his fellow men?
If this letter should meet the eyes of the

friends and relatives of the deccasc^l, most
of whom reside in St. Louis, Missouri, they
will he consoled to hear that he was kindly
eared for during his illness, but the writer is
not informed as to the nature of the disease.

lie died in prison in a distant laud far
from home and friends. No kind mother
was near him to wipe the cold death sweat
from his brow, no affectionate sister to cool
his parched lips, no tender hands to close
his death-staring eyes, ami no tremulous
voice to utter death's sad farewell.

lie was huricd in the cemetery at Canon
City, amid the wild and sublime scenery of
the Uoeky Mountains, whose lowering snow
crested peaks look down from the bright
Italian sky of Colorado, in sad and gloomy
grandeur upon his lonely grave. The soil
tliat wraps his mortal remains may never be
trod by bis relatives or friends, nor moistened
by their friendly tears of grief and Sorrow.

Wii. J. IIardin.

From nasMii liii<>ells.

(02 Phillips street,)
Huston, Mass., Feb. 28, 1874.

T n.r MU-r nf it.C .v.." Fall mill Era:

I have just been informed by a member
of "The Standing Committee 011 Civil Rights"
that, when Prof. 1*. II. Clark called the
attention of the convention to the reading
of a papsr written by myself, that one of the
Massachusetts delegates rose and objected
to the paper, staling that lie knew the writer,
and that I was opposed to civil rights !
Xow, Mr. Kdilor, 1 am decidedly opposed

to disputatious of any kind, but when a man,
who claims to know me. and 1 aiu'sure that
1 would like to know him.rises in a conventionthat has for its end the good of the
race, and lays at my door a sin of which I
am innoceut, I am anxious ami. glad of an

opportunity of publicly denying any such
falsehood*.

NE\
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As far as civil rights is concern oil, myheart, my brain,ami niv nen have been laisv

in its behalf. No man, true to God, true to
humanity, true to Ids race, true to tire cause
of universal freedom, and true to the feelingsof iris belter nature, could lay one straw In
the way of civil rights!
When the call was issued in Boston.if

there was ever one issued (?).to consider
the matter of electing delegates to the NationalCivil Bights Convention, to be holdcn
iu your city, I was absent from Boston.
When I arrived in the city I was informed
that a meeting had been hastily called by the
"Young Men's Republican Club," and delegatesduly chosen. Whether these men were
"the chosen of the people," 1 forbear to
say (?)
So you sec that I was not present, and,

therefore, know nothing of the above-mentionedmeeting. I had a conversation with
Hon. J. B. Smith, and urged him to attend
the convention. Mr. J. M. Trotter and I
bad a long talk on the Civil Bights Bill, and
also concerning the impending convention.
Mr. Trotter urged me to attend, which I was
unable to do. While I was in your city, Mr.
Martin and other gentlemen entreated me
to return to the convention, but important
duties in my church forbade my accepting the
invitation.
The week the convention convened I wrote

a letter on the convention, which appeared
in your columns ; and the same week called
upon Mr. Sumner in relation to the bill.

I cannot think of a man in lioston so cowardly,so unnatural, so unprincipled, as to
charge me with treachery to the cause of
human justice and free citizenship !

I can point, though a young man, to a recordin war and in peace not blotted by deeds
of faithlessness to the llag, the State, or the
Church, but a record dampened by my own
blood! I do not.speak egotistically. I know
of what I aflirm. It moves me to be misrepresented,and especially in a matter so dear
to my heart.
From 180.1 to 187-11 have ever, in my feeble

way, endeavored to serve in a righteous
cause. During the war I received a baptism
of blood, 1 entered the enchanted circle of
freemen, and there I took an awful oath to
spend my days in the cause of human freedom.And I trust that the immortal lessons
that were cut into my body while fighting the
battles of my country may ever remind me
of the awful price of freedom and its many
duties and responsibilities!

(iod knows that my heart loves the cause
of my people, and that all my powers, few
though they be, have been long agolaid upon
the altar of our common cause !
Again, in conclusion, allow me to say that

I never by word, influence, or act, opposed
civil rights or any measure destined to bring
to us the lights, privileges, and immunities
for which we have so long prayed, fought,
and looked!

Yours, truly,
IlKIIKlii: W. \V 11.1,1 A MS.

from IHas«>arhu«>rtls.
fluller and Hie S«Rrn.

C'AMimirxii:, March 2,1871.
r.< fit: rOi/..r nftlie A", in Xalit.iial Era:
There Is one broad proposition on which I

stand ; it is this, that an American negro is
an American citizen, and that no American
citizen shall be subjected to any insult or

inconvenience on account of cotor, accident
of birth or previous condition of servitude.
The American negro is your fellow citizen

as well as mine; and come what may, my
voice w ill always be raised in behalf of my
countrymen against an inhuman desire to degradethem to the level of a brute.

In many a blooddy battle has the superiorityof the negro decided the conflict in favor
of his country, and I beseech you in the
name of humanity and justice to secure and
preserve that superiority.
Who in 1770 set an example to his white

comrades by giving up his life that you might
have a country? Who,say, was this martyr
to the cause of liberty ? A negro, a fugitive.
Who was I'clcr Salem? Who was lie that
helped to man the slight breast-works so

gallantly defended? Who shot dead Major
ritcairn and in the final struggle lie sealed
the redoubt shouting the day is ours! and
was commanding the rebels to surrender ?
He was a negro.
Negroes largely swelled the motley host

of raw but gallant patriots suddenly collectedaround Boston by the tidings of J.exiiiL'ton.Concord aud Bunker Hill.
To come down to a later period. Whose

blood moistens the soil of forts l'icket, Wagnerand Olustc? Arc the gallant exploits of
the brave old iilth and 55th colored regimentsforgotten ? Xo, they arc not forgotten; the}- can never be forgotten as long as

the rebellion is remembered. Who tilled
Louisiana with consternation, and carried the
ensign colors triumphantly through that
rebel State ? It was the American negro;
and the name of Pcnjamin F. Puller and his

gallant negroes shall go down the annals ol'
time forever.
Yet the negro is subjected to insults of the

lowest nature. lie is insulted even in the Senatechamber; he is considered the property
of the white man to be treated and disposed
of as he may deem best.

If iu traveling he enters a steam car with
other respectable citizens he is rejected; it
is in vain that he cries, I am an American
citizen. This is brutal, it is abominable,
and must be abolished. Shall a man with
those sacred words, I am an American cilij
zen, on his lips be refused decent accoinmo

dations on a steam car, steamboat, in hotels
and the like, merely because he is a negro
Xo; Heaven forbid.

Shall the negro be considered of an inferior
nation wncn no can kiiuw such itptcv«w»

tivcs as Hon. Frederick Douglass, lion. II.
II. Elliott, Hon. Hicliad Cain and a great
many others ? No ; never. And I do saj
that with such of our men together with oui

good old friends, Charles Sumnor and BenjaminF. Butler, we shall march steadily on tc

laureled victory.to glory.and uncontaminatedequality.
Yes ; for we will never give up the struggle; and the names of John Brown, Charles

Sumner, Benjamin F. Butler, Frederick
Douglass, William Loyd Garrison and WendellI'hillips, all champions of freedom, shall
be as lasting as monumental brass.names

vm
WASH!

never to be forgotten as long as the count
stands.
Of Benjamin F. Fuller I have still me

to say; It is this, that lie is not only t
friend of the negro but the friend of eve
poor man ; lie is the friend of mankind
general; lie is the friend especially of cqu;
ity. And I thank God for having destin
him for our next Governor; j-cs, the nc
Governor of our good old Bay State. L
those who think differently remember t
negroes of Massachusetts never forget
friend ; yes, let corruption tremble ; but 1
the friends-of liberty and equality rejoi
that it has been so ordained by a just G
who never fails to reward the deserving.
The negroes will not forget the man wl

led their brethren victoriously through I
Ileitis of Louisiana, an«l thereby gave to tl
negro a name for heroism and prowess u

surpassed, and consider that every color
man in the good old Lay Stale owes a vo
to Benjamin P. Butler for Governor; it
(lie least Hi03- can do for that tried friend ai
hero.

If there is one negro in Massachusetts wl
is so base that lie would be a bondman, hi
has he offended ; if there is one so lost th
he would not be an American citizen, hi
has lie otl'cndcd ; if there is one so vile th
lie does not love his country, then him h
he olTended. lie has proved himself true
all, and all should do their utmost to secu
for him that situation which the Ahnigh
has appointed him till.
With an earnest prayer for the success

Mr. Butler and the advancement of the c<
orcd race, I am most respectfully,

P. W. II.

rVom Tennessee.

Nashvii.i.e, Tenn., Mar. 14, 1874.
To the E.lilor of the Xeio Xattonal Era :

Pursuant to a call the colored citizens
Davidson County met at Liberty Ilall la
evening for the purpose of engrafting rcsol
lions exprcftsivc of their deep sorrow for tl
death of Hon. Charles Sumner.
The meeting was called to order by .

Mem-fee, after which lion. W. A. Sumn
was nominated and chosen chairman. M
Sunnier came forward to the speaker's stai
and made a most impressive speech, in wliii
he said that he regarded that as the me
solemn duty lie had ever been called to pi
form (groans from all parts of the house
On motion of Alfred Menefee, James \
While was chosen secretary.
Mr. Abram Smith then spoke as follow
Mk. Chaikman..In answer to a call v

have met for the purpose of engrafting res

lnlions, paying tribute to the illustrious dea
Sumner is dead ; but though his majestic for
ceases to move amongst us, yet will 1
memory be ever fresh in the heart of eve
true American. Oh how like a hero lie ilict
His last words how in keeping with his who
political career." Take care of nry (_'i\
llight's Hill."
Mr. Smith continued in litis strain forsom

time, making a most eloquent and impress!
speccTrT*
Speeches were also made by Messrs. Sykc

Duller, Walker, Menc-fee and others.
A deep solemnity pervaded the who

house. On motion the chair appointed tl
following gentlemen as a committee 011 res
lulions: Abram Smith, Nelson Walker ai

Alfred Mcnefcc, and after a briefabsence t
committee submitted the following rcso]
tions which were received and adopted :

Wiikkeas, We have the painful Intel
genco conveyed to us of the death of the IIo
Charles Sumner, United States Senator fro
Massachusetts, at Washington on the 11th
March, 1874, our greatest counsellor ai

friend; anil,
Wiikkeas, Ilis whole political life h

been devoted to the interest of our libcrli
and our freedom, civil and political elevatic
anil was truly the Apostle of Liberty in t
Senate of the United States, and has left
enduring name, which will brighten wi
posterity in the advancing age of time; w

fell at his post using every exertion to crov
our liberties with every " civil right" enjoy
ny ail}' outers 01 our lanu, which my ncari
his heart; and,
Whkkkas, This great statesman w

always true to the colored citizens of t
Union,*and never deserted their interci
throughout his legislative career ; who sto
by us from principle, and never consult
policy when his conscience was called to a
We can see in liim a contrast between t
statesman and patriot, and the tinie-servi
demagogues with whom lie had to coptend
his great civil rights bill now before the Unit
States Senate. And among the last expri
sions lie made in his dying hours, was
commit to his friend in language devoted a

earnest, this great measure, by requcsti
him to take care of his civil rights bill; thei
fore,

Jlesolccii, That we will, as a race, ever h<
dear and precious the name of Charles Su
ncr, the illustrious patriot and statcsnu
and the apostle ofour liberties and civil rigli
Who has stood linn for our liberties in t

darkest days of American slavery, and si

ported every measure during the past 11
tend to our elevation, and.in hiseontlietw
death spoke to aid our civil rights, and
advance the measure that lay nearest
heart.

Jiesolred, That we condole with the gri
American Xalion in the loss of a stntesni
and patriot, and we recommend ourministi
to commemorate his virtues in a mcinor
discourse next Lord's Day ; and as a fitti
tribute of respect, drape in mourning
churches for thirty days, and the nutliorit
for the closing of public schools the day
his funeral; and other scnoois participate
tlie ceremonies.
On motion it was resolved that the c

papers be asked to report tin; proceedings
the meeting. Carried.
On motion the meeting adjourned.

Yours Respectfully,
T. W. White

From Arkansatt.

Pine Bluff, March 13, 1*74
T<> the Editor of the New National Era:
Sir : I feel to " mourn with those w

mourn and weep with those who weep,"
I know four and half millions of newly
franchished people will mourn and weep
for a father.
My daily of }*csterday contained the

news of the nation's loss in the death of
Hon. Charles Sumpcr, the true and ti
friend of humanity; and we very propc
wonder on whom his mantle will fall; v

will stand for the right of man without

gard to race or color as he has. Will 1
lloar press the passage his Civil Rights

: as he would have done ? IIow pleasant
think of that the recinding of the hasty re

lution of censure which took place before
death. Arkansas is much as usual, so 1<

J
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ry before tbe coming campaign, quiet; although
"The muttering storm in the distance is'

ire Heard, and liie opposing hosts are preparing
lie ,for the onset. It will be u llerce contest
ry The Democrats are over confident because
in of their accession to their ranks of those roil-stored to their franchise; and the Krpuhlicdcans because of their former success. One
xt thing is sure, the colored citizens will volt
ct solidly republican and the accession from the
lie other States is pretty large,
a Our schools arc mostly closed Ihroughotil

let the Slate on account of the late dooeeisiori of the "Supreme Court, that Stale
od scrip is receivable for all taxes except the

sinking fund tax. This reduces the school
ho moneys about one half, and with the excephelion of l'inc Blulf and Little Hock the schools
lie are all closed for lack of means. Our last
n- legislature left the school laws iu such bad
ed shape that no State school Tutul has been
to drawn in two yaars. As a general thing our

is schools in all cities and loans have been
id good ; most of the teachers from the north ;

but our country schools haw not goncrally
lio been a success, although litere has been a

in, large expenditure of moneys Time will imatprove this; and with such a school law as

m we may have and must have, Arkansas will
at rise rapidly in general education. Our Stale
as University is being managed with ability,
to and already counts its students of all grades
re by the hundreds.

ty M. W. Maktin.

of Address of I>. A. Soaker, Esq..
>1- At the Memorial Meeting of the late Senntnrf'lmrlns Suinnpr linlil in Siiinnor Slolirml

lluilding March lb, 1874:
Mr.Chairman.My Fkixhw-Citizkns:

When affliction lakes hold of man through
the loss of one of his brethren whose life and
character render the loss a national calamity,
an individual bereavement, a source of grief

of and profound sorrow to a people, it leaves
st the faculties powerless, the thoughts sterile,
u. the imagination fruitless, tlie tongue impotent,and nothing remains but the dccp',escaled affection which swells within us, and

may better be conceived than expressed. In
\. what eye, then, does not the tear gather?
er Who can avoid being touched with sensations
, awful? When we contemplate the close of

life.a life of integrity, virtue,and inexpresulsible usefulness to humanity; language is
eh powerless, the human car too narrow in
,S£ which to breathe the tones of our sorrow,

the entire globe too small to receive our
r" outpourings of emotion ; nothing but eternity) can fill the space for our mourning. This is
V. the condition of our country to-day. Such

is my condition in attempting to utter a few
words of recollection, veneration, gratis' tudc and esteem for the Hon. Charles Sumvener, whom it hath pleased God, in llis

o- inscrutable providence, to remove from our
d, midst by death, on the 11th day of the present
in month. Charles Sumner -is our most cslisteemed, invaluable, and devoted friend,
ry benefactor, and advocate. In his death the
rl! nation has lost a most eminent citizen,
4e excellent statesman, a patriot, a phiianthropilist, a hero. The world has lost a scholar of

transcendent abilities, and we-colored citic_zens, our veritable friend; whose untiring
efforts, incessant labor, uncda'siug <lgj-otion,ve and unswerving advocator. k< dclivi,. uu*
from human slavery, ami elevating us to the

;s plane of manhood and liberty, and his eon'tinned efforts, unparalleled in ability, incomparablein earnestness to establish and pro''etect by law our civil rights and the exercise
he of them, makes our grief inexpressible, our

;o- sorrow profound, and our affliction great.
|)(j His patriotic services in the council of tin.nation in behalf of peace and prosperity and

the honor of his country, of which he was
'u- ever jealous; his successful labors in bchalt

of liberty to the slave, his unswerving advor-u-vof the iirineiido of "eniialilv before the
'* law," anil his unrivalled statesmanship in

(
" the prosecution of great public measures, the

last of which was the suuplemcntary Civil
, Rights Rill, purporting to enable the colored

( citizen by law to enjoy complete protection
in the pursuit of his happiness in llm exercise

p
of his civil and social rights, and thus wipe
out lh<> stain and curse of proscription on

I ; accoiini of color or race, hate created an
le atlcclioii for his name which is co-existent

with our lives, and will be cherished in our
1 memories to the latest generations. The

recollection of, and alleclioti for, such a great* j and good man "shall resist the empire o(
>s't <lcca3'-" Ear,.v "1 the year 1871, hy introductionthrough a letter from Judge llallard,

of the District Court of Louisville, Kentucky,
7p I became acquainted with Mr. Sumner, i
, had heard of the name and fame of America's

, greatest orator, scholar, and statesman. 1

'j had read of liirn in the pages of history, hut
! it had only to become my good fortune to

.
' look upon the stalwart frame, the undaunted

spirit, the eye of courage of the advocate ol
|." in}-race, who had faithfully labored, with
", many others, to deliver my people from an

accursed bondage in human slavery. He
talked with me kindly, ami urged me to the

-. prosecution of my intended study of the
'r law.adverting in every sentence to the
" welfare of the colored citizen.his elevation

in all respects. I gazed upon his pictures
,, executed by the great masters.every one

suggestive of some great event or illustraJJj"
tive of some noble, lieroic, and patriotic

,
' deed. Ilis statues, all of which furnishci

v thought of past great men and good deeds.
£ a store of knowledge comprised these col
'j lections. I looked into his book-eases, which

j1. filled every nook and corner of the room

'J1 aud on the top of one I saw a statuette bear
ing this inscription on its base: "Le Jim
l'asteur aime ses brebis tie toutes coulcurx.'

. I at once read the character of this grca
man, who made such a sentiment his guidi

an in life, and 1 have ever since "observed liov
?5? faithfully he acted out the phrase. I havi

sought to be near him not only because h<
. was a scholar of rare merit rarely seei
® among men, and in whom there was an in
n exhaustible source of knowledge and iufor

? mation, but because I believed, as I do nov

aliirm,that "In him I saw a combination am
a form indeed where every god did seem t<

ity set his seal to give the world assurance of
of man."

IIow devoted Mr. Sumner was to our cause
our welfare, and the welfare of mankind, a

well as his deep sense of duty, may be seen ii
the following: A short time before leaviu;
for Europe last fall I pressed him not t
hasten his return if it would endanger In
health, but to stay ami fully recuperate hi
strength. lie answered : "What shall be
come of the Civil Rights Bill." I said Mi
Sumner your health is of paramount imparl

.j10 ance. He replied: "When a man cannot d
i.a in liia fpllniv-mnn nii<l thus to hi

as God, it were well that he die." How I fel
cn- when those words of devotion were uttere
as in behalf of the cause of my race I leave yo

to imagine.I cannot adequately describe
. I prayed that such a noble man may live t

perform his duly. Mr. Sumner's life an
the character constitute the most glorious his
ied tory which, in my opinion, the historian shal
.r].. be called upon to describe. He came int

public life at a time when, however cxtci

nally prosperous this country seemed; with!
re" the deep recesses of the minds of the advc
Mr. catcs of human slavery, there lingered a dis
bill turbing element which was to burst fortl
t0 shaking the Republic from center to circuit

ference, to the end of the destruction of th
Union; to bo saved only by baptizing th

his country with human blood. As these fcr
>ng turcs then, no bigger than a man's ham

Ml, 1
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would grow and develop themselves, rising
> like storm clouds in the far horizon of
,! political measures, Mr. Sumner would watch
' them as the faithful sentinel the approachof the enemy, and in the foresight af his

statesmanship lie would tell of their rrvful
bursting in tones, of liery eloquence; and
by irresistible logic and matchless oratory he
would seek to divert them ami plead to

! remove the cause.human slavery. His life
and powers were especially given up to the

> destruction of human slavery in this country.
He lived for the glory of bis country. He
would have died for its bonor among nations.

' He called upon it for justice to all men. In
those struggles none ever met greater oppo!sition. Yet, conscious of the purity of his
own motives, and the rectitude of his coniduct, the justice of his cause, lie never in the
darkest hour desponded, ami it was a source
of great comfort to him to know that he had
lived down calumny and seen the fruit of bis
works. He saw slavery abolished, the Union
maintained, its honor protected. Mr. Sumnerlived twenty years in advance of the
times around him. His foresight of states'mansliip would startle some, but ere long,in calmer moments, they would see bis prudenceand bis wisdom. He was undoubtedly
one of the pillars of our great country. Today,sir, in every Slate, in every city, in
every town, in every hamlet, the death of
Mr. Sumner is bewailed, and every man,
woman, and child in its manner tells of his
virtues, his love of justice, and weeps his
departure ; believing that his work is not
finished. All who remember the KansasNebraskabill and its kindred, will remember
the thunder-bolts of 1S5G which Mr. Sumner
hurled at the slave oligarchy. Summon, to
your recollection, his great speech of 1K.VJ,
entitled "The Barbarism of Slavery !" Can
you imagiuc anything more fearless, anything
more exhaustible of the subject, more crushingof its of nlilmrntiial '> Ami nil lliia

fellow-citizens, in our behalf to the end that
wc may be freemen. "When shall we see
his like again," for, in paraphrase of the
good poet Cowper, dear as freedom is, and
in Mr. Sumner's just estimation prized above
all price, ic rather himself be the slave
and wear tbe bonds than fasten them on his
brother.

In later tunes and since the civil war
which alllicted our country, the end of which
was liberty to the slave, safety to the Union
and more permanent prosperity to our

country.although at the fearful cost of
human blood and human lives, the sull'ei ing
of mothers, brothers and friends, Mr. Sumner
ever zealous of his country's honor, the
respect due to her as the peer of any other
nation, demanded oftlreat Britainjust reparationfor her negligence in observing the neutrality,which would have protected us in the
hour of peril, instead of leaving us open to
other enemies. By his stalenianship, so

tempered with prudence, full of wisdom in
the desire for peace at any cost, save dishonor,our losses were reimbursed by the
mother conntry, and our national honor preserved,and our country preserved from war.
If these things were not brought about by
his single efl'orts, they were yet given birth
to by his prodigious brain. Nor did be love
bis country to a fault.

Believing " tii.it- whatsoever ye would tiial
men should do unto you, even so do unto
them," and that this instruction was for
nations as well as individuals he earnestly
sought that his country should do right as
well as demand light- Ilence but a short
time ago be announced in unmistakable language,such as shall not soon be forgotten,
" that we should violate no principle of internationallaw, fior usurp any war powers as a
nation in the annexation of Santo Domingo."
lie defended the Mack republic according to
his convictions as only a man who loved the
black race could do. He claimed for the
land of Tous.iaul /.'Ocfrlttrc independence and
respect. Likewise did lie seek to know
whether our cupidity had so made oblivious
our gratitude, that we overstepped our
hounds of neutrality towards France in the
late Franco-l'russiati war. He declared in
his speech on this subject that it was our duty
to be " First pure ami then peaceable." He
oniil 1 in iin.m mrtnirv \\*ln>l ln>r Iim.1
violated the neutral laws of nations to " tlie
end that the Government should be saved
from reproach. Ju the language of Moutesqucensays he " the escutcheon of a monarchyis honor, that of a republic viitnr.
There are but few of the records of the life
and character of Senator Charles Sumner of
which history can furnish a parallel. The
world has had its Ctesars and Napoleons in
war, in literature its Burke and Bacon, in
politics its Warwick and Cromwell, but show
me among these the place where we could
not find selfish ambition lurking in a corner.
Not so with our great Senator, bis works
posscsscssed no bidden spring of ambition.
Neither office nor emolument has accrued
from his deeds of public service.

His aim was national peace, national
honor, national virtue, liberty and equality,
and of his triumphs in these we arc to-day
the happy beneficiaries. Triumphs excecdIing iu ulory those of bloody war and arc such

f as entitle their liero to an imperishable
name and fame. But I must lie permitted to
stop a little iu recounting his national deeds,
and say a word about bis great devotion to
a down troddeu race.my race.the African
race. Beginning in his labors to set them
free from the bonds and fetters which enichained them, lie has never ceased to advoicatc and seek to perfect the rights of my pcoipic as men and citizens. I believe lie loved
them with an indescribable love of human

: affection. His thoughts were constantly
I directed to their welfare. Believing in the

brolhcrlioon of manhood, lie advocated lm
man rights, justice and equality to all. He

i saw the proscription with which we were proeofiKoilfcl.oll nf n«trnri<m uliipli linn.
- islicd us from social enjoyment such as all
i members of society are entitled to.he read
' the divine word "God hath made ofone blood
t all nations upon the face of the earth and
3 in weal and woe he strove to place us in the
it light of freedom, libery and equality. Ilence
3 the Civil Rights bill now pending in Con*
3 gross, and concerning which lie said "if he
l could see it pass lie would welcome death."
- He began the struggle for securing our civil
- rights by a law of Congress in a bill entitled
v The Supplementary Civil Rights Rill in 1872.
:1 IIow earnestly, how devotedly, how skilljfully lie has prosecuted his work in this rcaspect I need not tell. It is too well known

to bear more than mention. It is said that
, Queen Mary was so devoted to her possesssion, the city of Calais, that when she lost it
a by the French, she said its name would be
g found inscribed on her heart when she died,
o So devoted was the great humanitarian,
s Charles Sumnar, to the welfare of the colored
s people, that it formed apparently part of his
i- being, so that in his dying moments, as if
. reading the brightest pages of his heart, he
> muttered, "the bill, the bill." It is to be
o remembered, that nlthough frequently sull'ersing from disease consequent upon the brutal
It attack made upon him by a pro-slavery cowdard, he would yet struggle to keep on his
u feet so as to be at all times, in all sorts ol
>. weather, in his scat in the Senate Chamber
o to watch his Civil Rights bill. lie not only
d labored himself but delighted to sec us laboi
i- in this respect for ourselves. I know how
1 highly he esteemed many around me for thcii
o manly striking in defense our rights. Nouc
r- of our acts escaped his notice, and tlicj
n would give him pleasure or pain as they were
)- well or ill directed. I hold a letter in mj
!- hand which Mr. Sumner wrote me in 187.:
i, when some of us were willing to shut out
i- eyes and excuse others for the dastardly proescription dealt out to us by the city lcgislacturc in establishing a normal school whicb
i- excludes colored youth from its advantages
1, He says:
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"Mv DkakSik: I am glad you liuvc made do]the excellent speech you have kindly sent tin
me. If the colored citizens will ur^e' tlieir son
own ease as you do they will ho iiresi.--tilde. hai
I 1(111" to see them m till" in .Ml no.,a i>...

determination. wli
CiiAici.ra SrMXKK." me

I mention this only to show how desirous art!
hi! was that wc should act in concert, an I Jwith determination. Mis death was a wainin .alesson; let his words he our euMo. 111

My fellow citizens, what shall we do now he 1CI
is gone? Who will take his place and light !l s

our battles as he did, impotent as we arc*to llu
fight them oursclvcp? Are we friendless? con

I MTst not. It was not yesterday that Mr. :u"

.Sunnier began his labors in ourhehaf, hut as 1>!"
early as isI'.i, in one of his ablest and and to '

earliest cii'orts as a lawyer lie argued before
the Supremo Court of Massachusetts in the
case of Sarah C. lloherls vs. The City of !,,C1
Boston, the justice of admitting a colored
child into a public school without regard to *c"

color or race. His friendship is you see not
of to-day nor of mushroon political growth, ..a;'hut grew from the depth of his rich and ten- jdor heart of affection and good will to all
men. The spirit of Charles Sumner has gone
to its maker. Who shall help us bear our jgrief and carry our sorrows? For us lie was :llfuoppressed, he was afflicted, yet he opened '

not his mouth in complaint. He was cut off !
from the land of the living while lighting for Vr'justice to an oppressed race.

Mis. ( u viiiMAN: Mr. Sumner's abilities
as a scholar I will pot attempt to peak of.
Let some abler tongue perform this dull. As |u",to his character of manners Mr. Sumner, ((Malthough diguilied, -and of the most reiinod (lland cultivated manners, a gentleman of the
highest type, was yet always aceessihle to
the humblest citizen. In aland prolific of tl(11
great men he was singularly great. Nature ccoseemed to have given him her choicest attributcs.High in the temple of fame his name J,jisinscribed on the column of glory to live c|.,]while the memory of man contiuuctli. Sum- ,'uner! shall he the, watchword of liberty, espial- t|,c,ity, justice to all men; virtue, honor and cja,wisdom throughout the civilized globe, and :u'(j|wlicn monarchies shall have fallen, empires
decay, nations overthrown, cities destroyed, j;and men, whose only greatness is earthly

1 1 1 .1 1 ,
" " "I

vaior or noisy ucciamaiioii, J :i:in nave dc<u ll(1^forgotten, his peerless name shall live forever; j(for, as was said of I'lamiiuis by Cicero; "Ille
(.vir hand magnacuni re seel plena lidci." Hut ,j,,,,he is gone to a bourne from whence no trav- jl.|*eler retiuaieth, and in obedience to the will
y )(of Hint behind whose dealings with men ,|(here always lingers an inimilalde, inexorahie.eternal i* !*,'.

Chalks Simmer was an exemplary in life
to young men, to the middle-aged, and to the.
old. In polities, in statesmanship,in letters, j|(|(in Manner of living, he is a lit beacon. jj)(,[ 'I'he poet Young ays (j1(l
" Tlie cliamber where tbe coo l man meets to-i

his fate ha\
Js privileged beyond tlie common wall; of nie<

virtuous life quite on the verge of heaven." par
What an inestimable privilege it was for j','1'me and others of my race to be at the bedsideof our benefactor? His words rift '

the soul took its flight to its maker, are inex- "

pressible. The impression they made on me
will live with me until I go hence. Thaardor
it cave me to emulate his deeds i hope to 11

show. The pale nit ongcr which came t > '.
beckon han to an immortal Iboat'e yoml
the skies, famd Hie ('hri. ti in | at: ml, the
philanthropist, bowed in submi -ion to the !l>.
will of his milker. I.ookin around h'r.i and V"
seeing bis alfeetionale friends, v.hile anil
Ulw-k near him, be lied dowu _

cue
" I.ike one who wraps »(| i|
The drapery of his couch around him, for
And lies down to pleasant dreams." ilcc

N'o monument can perpetuate his name '
like unto Hat con a erated endearment of the
milled hearts of his countrymen. The true cu''

honor which distinguished .Mr. Sumner from
a large immber of men, was not tlie result of
any adventitious circumstance; but that of °^cthe mind and soul which he posse ed and <>!'
which all around him was tlie exponent -his u"

books, his pictures, his statues. Ids everycollection of art or otherwise. 11 is was a t<,e'
mind superior to fear, to scllish interest and J'1'1corruption, governed by tlie principles of '}"luniform rectitude and integrity. No bribe '-1'11

could seduce lnm, no tenor awe him in the ,

performance of duty. lie was zealous ol
public interest. "lie was maguaiiltnnus with- ,i!Ci

out being proud ; just, without being harsh. '."s
Such was lie who, above all others, we, as a V
race, and his country have lost. We have * 'n

lost a faithful friend. Let us, then, fellow- '

citizens, learn by his deatii more clearly our v>

duty to ourselves, our responsibilities, our oh- ,v"!
ligations, and by unity and good feeding, live
to (lie glory of his name, whom men have fP"
called "a prince among men," and to the u,a

consummation of his great wish, a lfgh place ,ve'
among the races in independence and free- *l 1

doni. lie is gone: "'e
" farewell, gallant eagle, lliou art buried

.

^ light;
'

,Hod rest thee in heaven, l e t r,la; of our ..

»«8h^ ^_
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(jknti.f.mi:n : it affords me pleasure al- 1° '

ways to meet my friends, and when under, bav
existing circumstances the compliment of >'es<

this serenade has been paid me, it is an ad- '>a\
ditioual evidence of the confidence reposed vas

in me, not only as a public man, but as your end
immediate representative. This, gentle- bav
men, is not the only occasion upon which mil
you have indicated an approval of my hum- e,,1:

blc ell'orts in flic liehl of politics. 1 remcin- (;l°l
ber, in the dark days of 1804, you indicated izei
your confidence wiien you placed upon me ]
the responsibility of pioneering certain move- pas
meats looking to results that have been in pie
great part attained. When, in 1SG5, the ael
tirst Republican Convention was licld in pasSouth Carolina, where colored men met and ids
expressed, and without molestation, their wo
opinions as to their condition, you invited |eh
me through the delegation to represent at siti
Washington their grievances. In 1808, pUt:
when, under the reconstruction Acts of Con- ha'
gress, South Carolina was called upon to lab
frame her Constitution and Government ju
agreeably to those Acts, you tendered me a t,hc
unanimous nomination as a member of that trv
Convention; and subsequently, in 1870, «c|
through your representatives, you gave me a nu
unanimous nomination as a candidate for the )0(,
ollice of Lieutenant-Governor of the State of hit
South Carolina; and al a still later period j.;v
you again tendered me a unanimous liomina- iie<
tion for the position of Congressman for .;s
this District, and those are compliments of a<v:

any public man may well be proud, and for apj
which I am thankful. Gentlemen, I have 'pp
tried to do my duty, and if at any time 1 have rc<
failed, it was not because I did not care to sii
succeed, or that 1 was indifferent to your wii
interests. Gentlemen, though the ltcpubli- pi;]
can party, as an organization, lias achieved ma
glorious Victories in the past, though the ma- ,lr,
jority of us as a race have, through trying 0pordeals, made marked progress, we arc called be
upon to-day to pass upon questions in which an
the entire past and future are intimately chi
wrapped up and interwoven. Holding the coi
position which I do, gentlemen, and coming lie
amongst you after an absence of nearly four it
months, at a time, too, when the gravest sci

r questions in which is wrappdd up the good Coi
name of the Republican party, and the inter- me

: ests of all as a people arc being discussed, it thi
would seem proper that I should say a word Ca
in addition to the acknowledgment of the an

i compliment you kindly tender inc. rci
All over the country the belief obtains that if

the situation of allairs in our State is most
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durable. No longer can it bo said tbat
c rojMiris are, traceable to Democratic

in rs alone. Representations of Ibis kind
111 i*11 mm!* I.««i o.wi

publicans ms well as Democrats; by ilioso
i» look at everything through a sort el'
alal magnifying "lass, ami by others who
actuate! I hy a variety of motives by which
country has been to some extent ileccivoil.
presentations are made against our parly
a spirit of recklessness which to me is
fectly astounding. That things arc not in
atisfactory condition in this,State is too
c; there arc many things of which justlplaint might he made. That it is possible,has hcon so ever since the lb-publican
ty has held the ascendency in the State
;et along with lower rates of taxation by a
re judicious expenditure of the publicds, and that we might have selected better
ii to fill our most important oliiccs, cannot
denied; but neither do exaggerated rcprctationsmade hy our opponeuls, nor rcckiand injudicious puidic speeches made hyniblicans against their own party and pubincu,help the situation. 1 am no apoloforthieves ; for if 1 were, I do not think
ouh! have occupied for so long a time a
re in your confidence. On the contrary, 1
in favor of a most thorough investigationhe oilicial conduct of any and every pubDlliecrin connection with the discharge of
i>se duties there is any tiling like wellundcilsuspicion; and to,this cli'ccthave I
ken time anil again. Xore.ni I lukewarm
the subject of hotter government in South
'olina than that whichseems to be bearingvily on all classesand conditions ofsocietylay. Still, recognizing that which I believe
ie ime (bat such is the determined oppoiinPi the Republican party and its docicsby our opponents that no administraiof our atfairs, bow ever honest, just andnomical, would satisfy any considerablelion of the iicniocialic musses in the istate
iouth < 'arolina, ami satisiied that the prinesand policy of the great Republicanty to which I belong is best adapted for
promotion of good government to all

sos of men, our parly leaders should be.
ieious in dealing with the situation. Aling public journal llius forcibly says: "A
uc.n leaner siioiiui not |,c disingenuousit his own pat ty friends ; indeed, lie should'run a muck' sixains!the administration he
npliedly supposed to support. It'there are
-es of weal.lie or occasion lor corrcciaml amendment, the.~cshould be adminis'din the frankness am! confidence of |»viccounsel, and not in the wide forum of
lie tic hale. This is not the (ilarc to expose's own weakne or unroll the calendar of
els which may he belt r corrcclctl in the
tidcnce of the caucus." In the spirit of
suggestion, I would a -i. for an ad\ iscdaeion the pin of the licptiblicaiis throughoutState. I would ask you calmly to consider
stale ofalfair- as they arc presented to tis
lay, ami if you < animl leach those who
e brought tiiis ruin upon us through the
limn oi the courts instituted by us as a
ly, and hy the oliicials whose duty it is to
secute those who viohite the law, then let
in forever he discarded from the party,il, again, when you are called upon in your
nary meetings in your county and State
minting ( ouvcnli' iis, ha each man act as
>y his individual vote, he could wipe out.
odium icstinc; upon our parly, ami help to
iove the evils that afflict its at pres. nt. I.et
feel, Idack or white, that the countryils him i< ] em'Me for the horlct mings of

parly, and that it demand of hint the eloiouto puldie po itions of men who arc
ve; uspit ion. hot each nan feel that uponindividually rests the work .m; let
Ii man fecrthat In' isri sponrifr ?>r<cvcrylar of the puhlie money IVaudii! ontly used ;
cvery-schi.iol-hoii.se closed against his chilli:for every dollar of taxation in excess
he rcas.maiile and legitimate expenses of
State; in short,let every man feel thatsoLyat large will liold him and the party availablefor every misdeed in the admmistraiof government, ami will credit hint with
ry honest dibi t in the interest of the pco,and the interest of good government,
ercby the community as a whole is best
tcclcd, and the eijual rights of ail guaraniland made safe. | Applause. J This, gennen,is the line of argument which I had
ied to present to you. It is not for us to
y those charges which may he proven to
true, while it is I'oi'ii to deal in the conliceof a caucus, ami by other judicious
ins, without giving the Democrats weapwithwhich to heat out our brains.
.civ].(:i voice cried "Good enough.")

I s:iy to-night, with the full knowledge
lie fact that what 1 may say here to-night
go out to the country, ami in view of my[lonsibililics to my immediate constituents
to society at large, and in view of my rensibiliticsas a memherof Congress, i say

t Republicanism is best calculated for the
fare of Democrats as well as Republicans.
the government of the people made bypeopie and for the people, and you dare

, as a Republican, trample on guiy right
i Democrat , or trifle with the important
rest of the people, while at the same lime

s your duly to prevent them from tramp;upon any of yours. [Applause.] And the
t way to effect this is to keep the power
hin the parly. [Applause.] (A voice.
hat's so.") We must not think that besethe colored people are in the majority
v that we are privileged to be imiilfcrciit
lie interests of others. As a country wc
e prospered, we have multiplied our vast
naves from Maine to California, while we
e increased our industries, and added
tly to our capital, and peopled our cities
towns with tenfold their number; we

e resetted within the last ten wars an
ire race from bondage; we have not only
mcipatcd, hut we have enfranchised and
thed this race with the habiliments ofcitlsliip.
Jut wc fmd ouiselves to-day, as a, race,
sing through a crisis. The colored pcoiuthe I'nitcd States, with all the grand
lievement of the past ten years, arc to-day
sing through the crisis of their political
lory ill this country. We present to the
rid a noble spectacle, a record unparal:din tlie annals of any people similary
tated. No race has been subjected to
li a scathing lire of criticism ; no people
ic had Hull tremendous disadvantages to
ior under. And I fool free to say, no race
a similar position could have aipiittcd
'insclvcs more creditably; but now in this
ing epoch of our history, we seem to for-
much that wo should remember; we

ist not trifle with our responsibilities and
slip our best opportunitcs to prove our
less for government. Wc arc charged as

ing evidence in some localities of limit'sin this direction ; it is for us in this cri
to deny as best we may those allegations
linst the colored men as a race as to their
ilily to manage the affairs of government.
ie country accepts in a great part the rcpleiitationsmade by our opponents as to the
nation of affairs in this State. It rests
lb vou to remove every just cause ofc<miliut,remembering that by every unworthy
in you elevate to ollice, by every scouii;1you keep in oiUee, you justify the public
iniou in the country adverse to the wellingor the licpublicnn jmrty in this State,
d to the litness of the colored man for ft anise.The Tax-layers' Convention was

nposcd of gentlemen, nioxtof wlioni, 1 beve,1 am acquainted with. As to politics,
seems wc must ever differ. Their rcpre-i
stations arc founded, however false, to n
tisiderable extent, upon the bad inanageintof tlic lJcpubliean party, and t believe
it many Uepublicans in tlie State ofSouth
.rolina arc giving tlieir movements strength
d aid, in the hope of accomplishing certain
suits. They will be deceived, of coarse,
any Republican thinks that in any possible

Continued oti third }>aje.


