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The hill nlllhorivin-;r— the est«tlist :
f ! : A3 stabiishment &f
{ # The Merchants' Bank of Lynchierg” un \\'h;t

| i3 generaily called the free bankisg principlp, |

| was orderad to its engrossment in'tie Hanse of
| DNelegates, on Monday last, by a vete of £0 to 3.
i This iz eguivalent to the bill, which it i3 said.
{ may be regarded as indicative of «iveral similir
Fschemes now befare the Legisiatn :
We regard the free banking ‘system as tie
i sufest and sonndest which has yet been devised.
The great 2nd leading principle is, sceurity to the
bili-holder 2gainst the poseibilty of toes.  As thir
system bid# fair to be adopted (o stne extent in
Virginia, nod as some of our rexders may n 2t
| have a clear understuiding of the ;prineipie, we
will endenvir very brigily to cxplaiiiz. i
ILis proposed to ozganize lor Instanse, thi

| Mechanica® Bunk of Lynchburg, on the free bank:
i ing system, with a capital, say, oi-F 100.000.— |

Before the Company van go inte Fperation, 1t
!iarequired lo deposit with the State ‘I'reaserer, o |
| other ofiiceridesignated by law, uon! covernment
i secarities, coch tor insiance n= U.-35. Bonds, or
 Virginia State Bonds, or undoubted dividesd pays

ing stocks; eqnal to the amount o: the capital,

&F100.000.  ‘This deposit then ermstitutes the
! capital of tha bank, which, as we litve seen, is
| necessarily sound, andis placed beyynd the reach
Cunl contrel of the Bun, to wit, in hunds of n
Csworn Siate officer. 1tz Lkewise the duty of
[ 1h'sofficer 1o keep the plates with wisch the notes
"of the Bank are printes, and also tr rountersion

pach note Le delivers ot lor eireslation. In
| addition to these sategnurds, the Link itsell is

always reguired to Keep 2 certnd wmonit of
| =pecie on bl for the redemption of its notes:
fan that it is obvions
ol notes is neoided, bee
the notes fa his own keping wud culy delivers
thewm as they may be needed 5 and seenrity upai
their possibie deprevintion, i= fonnd 14 the deposit |
ewhich thiz same oflicer Las in his ke LA | Y
the bank wére to make bad debis arpal i the !
whole amaun! of its cirenlation, which cnn
never excecld the amount of its capiial, still the
bill hinlder & secure, be :
Toely to sell the securitios deposited, and redeem
the notes of the bank wuh the proessds,  “I"has
itis seen that it is neecessacily the best paper mo-
ney the public can hiave. £
The advantages to the corporatoss
rived trom suel s system, may not Le

1o those who have

tiie suhjeet. (Premising that, all conp

ratine with o large easo capital amd

clusively in interest nml cwchanges,

re rood profits unles= there be pely

manazement Al o total distegard

tradde, we may without eatering in!

of the subjects show, by a very simp'e
Chow such o Back as we have desesied may niot
lose, if it fail o make money. “Fhe capital,
100,000, we have secn, s an it feat bearing
[, anl yichls say, S6000
| Mpppesing 12 bunk tohe anthor zad s
i=<tie nole= only to the mmount o f
275000 1he ordinary inteiest on
which wil be f
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SPEECH

HON. WILLIAM LUCAS,

e ' OF IEFFERYON,
| In the Virzinia State Convention on the Basis
of Rapres=wtation, Wednesday, Feb. 25, 1851.
‘I'he Convention resnmed the consideration , in
"Committes of the Whola (Me. Miller in the
Clinir) ol thy report of the committee on the ba-
sis ol representation.
‘'he CILATR slated the qnestion to be on the
provosition of Mr. ScotT, ot Fanquier.
Mr. LUCAS having the floor—
Me, FALLKNER,
- kindly v idlded the floor for a lew moments, for the

|
|

w days ago, uader which  the geutleman
er, (Me. Seott,) judging.from Lo character
on yerterday, appears to be Jaburing.
submitied related to the-subject of |
awer of the legislative department 10 con-
i fitare; amd an unwillingness to interrupt
from Favruivr doring the continuwee of |
andd fervid argument, and the late hour at
wd them, presented me from making the
i yosterday which 1 now propose to make.
15 judging from the opinions tat gentleman
am upon the subjevt of a liberal. T will
not vazant system of internal improvements
— 11+t b he hat ‘ubjecticn to the scheme 1 oller- |
e, itwanhl fiave to the number aod stringeney o
the « deenant= lrproposed o throw aroud the excreise
17 awer joat alivded to. But in hi+ remarks upon
sated these propositions as caleulated 1w
jan the tinodgates of expenditire, so thatl |
iy <are that b eoul i not have examined my scheme
with his usual eare and accuracy. 1 stated distinetly,
wlhes 1 suinpettad these prapesitions, that 1 designed
pressing therm upon the consideration of the Convention
wit the shahtest reference to the question, whether |
the Fast or 1l {M‘r-t shonld succeed in the eontest now |
upct \is floor. 1 said that cur expericnes in
& the State during the lact twenty years |
inmy opinion, that the possession
tire by an Enstern majarity |
st the abuse of that power of |
spriation, and that 1 had no
weer were transferrcd (o
it _might not be
, In presentinge
ed that I designed

s fronu F.\II.u]

of his remarksu ot
'Flzo prpas X ﬂim"

limiving the

thre s wider

with

e

the s propu ! g
eos i th upron the ennsideration of the Convention
awi st thie aarid to the faet a5 to which party |

st s ling controversy.
i A error whieh the gentleman eommiticd in

peniing of thys 0" propesitions was in representing them
aa i hing i pawer of :||-||r:-|tri:alil'rll to the uncheeked |
1 eecontrol b=l uetion of the popular majority of voters
T E
N»n‘l Lelaing r=a merit for introducing this plan; Telaim
not | AL its paternity 3 aml 1 desire in a few
¢ it 1o the Convention so that if gentlemen
- poferenes to it they may do it nnderstand-
s thiat the legislature shall have
3 breyond the fixed sum of one
e parpose ef repelling inva-
ling the =tate
ferealter to be eontrae

o .

re shall haye pow-

wall in the first

of that debt for
il

[t yenr
e e ranetion of the e
coives the vote of aomaj 3
o both beanehes ol the General Asscin-
amount 1o at least |

i - The s ine H . = thir Sl practically
ol Grooies e 'l pet incoiae then 1=, 10 500 tint will pra 3 .
S fy SRR M Eneies _I""""' _“ Dut we have seen the Rank is regiirs and thatthe y eas and nays shall be re-
il divipe ntila Lnnd suddenly breaks y Y ; ' e ol the law. These are yery im
O Lo seutlel rashe—et thyme. e teeids to keep on hand o AL Amonnt bt the sehwme procecds a step
: e Lok of hiis beloved 3 ois radsed 1o the Speei, (=% _"‘“"”‘"'-I": :_:"‘ 1 this tI.1I\\-ll!;n.- ereatinr a a]i:h:
¥ . H [} fa - M " - . =i o e
Iy heverng 1) =he ,-'r..»:lli?:”n':l.«.llll waoid 1 is | l", ] k.l ircalition,) I“. Injcreat u“l'“;\ = |'|:‘I-{(F|I]|1II:I(I.'“EI
el T i it A i S e r wlichisacharze tothe bank amowng- o the peaple atthe pollz, and there sane-
ol Tnto Ve aninss .-.t-!(ililf- HNE L estacirs iy . o £ 1.500 | 1 1it exprossly provides that no two
. il B4 pluneed into the gloomie=t regions & INg 1 R . son bl 5 CTE e T prewprie At owe gunesakelecs I
1 rown e ‘--\'}'-"“' es=, Sularies of Ofiicers, &ey, J 0u0 o eoter lurther into an expla- |
; i e stadd In-tor-tis | _— s seheme, for 1 wonld not tres- |
\ tinsel! the mnst devoted focier in Total expaases of the bank 1500 paose far npon the e - of my eolleazue as o do sn
i, Vhere never was suchanother. There : et Likitie . il it N = L bmewn, Dawill soply #tate that at Jeast three vesnlts will
AEHRTT Hie ois e one oread idolateri— which I‘.'I'“'"!‘ A Pl A1 ",“ WS ':"‘r OEust 2w its sl = o the resilts e desirable or
; ¥ - = i s Shy cix thonsnd dulburs, the interest an the deposit Vitie o letermine inthe fivst place,
pe vees type of tenanimity, and seil ab ; J ¢ o 1
% = hir e despisos 1 e Teees Onr objec! hins been 1o shosw thereseesd Se nn and ol cvoar 3 They wouhll be these ;
; . Id he despises the groveliing o, pntin fret these will be large pridits We | ke tiest result svenld be te eut vp by the roots all those
t. o Doserty, wid e adnrable beloved, hi I 2 ks bt b (Tie ;'||-',,, e Beraeon ety sl Joenl ppropriatiens of which our statute ook
mely apostiophices as the irst ot all earth: | RN ;:: -f' '.'t"l by : ‘: X 'Il“ _e_' o L‘ !u Wehie s w0 s amd striking illustrations. It is idle o
iwes s el = Love i w Clotbageo witly wa- (_'un!m:ﬁﬂ L[ ig:m |.ll‘ Eif 0 B L}!I:ﬂ sappo= - for a weaent that appicpriations of that charae-
e e I P sy (VALY o P | ”I'lllldl.'-l: of | ug from dealing in_exchanges, nor of various eant pass thonah the ooleal preseribed by the=e pro-
lld' ; : LU RO il =00 her advantnses which necessarily o nlt fromma fors CThe nest result that wonld fullmty l\w ul-ll I;:: |
L e | . . T : = ' Voo 4 il St b o - i ‘ i A .
R Limeelt, with the mast sciemn combination:f capital.  We are decideliy in fa- | iat o '":E';i:‘l"'n!:’?;l’u““ Il ,II“::,'::": o Tatlio |
eelares to hins=eil v Lh al s . . . - l ity yis: 2 s evale (s
H . 3 = mrineinle ank =4 | 9 q= L =3 Ty
= that he wonld go throngh firey, sl vor of this princiy fee of banking. lar *_!_I- ressons 1l |'Inrtchcuh that w ould follow \vvr-nll-l
nilertal Herimawre 10 Clina or Kam | stuted, and glondd not regret (o ser become raticn of the enersies and resources of this
\. e II r 'l"” f'( ALos I”‘r‘ i L It' | meneral thronshont the State. Inderd we are - great works ot internal improvement
LW Slar eans; seale nn- | =50 = : N ; | L 2 it i Veredn ity
4 S AL e S i * 1 nelined o the epinion that this is a resuit 1o worthy, in my ilgment, of the patro- |
: emanptiins : aml fee legions of bayenets, | hicl te :”e' fist hiriviae ue : 1w hiich e v alone conld receive
3 ¥ Nen = v . =y . iy . o
: one sweet smile from bere dear hips. e | RIS . Ly Lh I voies of the people nt the polls.  1do
| ppon 3 Ihiwer she | sl away e | [ Lopackburg ae zentlemen may rezard the iden of
! il'! il ol ?'[ .Lm Qs ."'I"'\I'- it —lh e —— — 5 of this kind to the direet vote of the
es bor alove —a Little worn in the Lingers | . g - g e ' 3]
1 & : = 10 E EDITOR.
is heart. Mo =sighs Lke a locomotive 2 T ‘i
) ~ P s . i L v > I
St ingm ' 1 H- “.I“ Is her dear & *.' ! 2 SALEM. Rrannie von v of these questi 1 .
s ilu UL ;_IHI“"-F' ﬂn'ul.-uull foz his ) Pebroary 10, 15 y "nl:l mgt they wanld be found vpon all
5 escarmtnlly deprecmtes the atlen . ) k i . ! Tliar b Ry 3 -
ol :. Hiy .,'f }I'. 2 (,.l,.“ a e et Piter Diag Sin: Will you piease give the follow- | 2 !:"-‘12'5“‘.';: ::l:":ill:l;;:'::llllll'ﬁ’ilﬂ‘lr'l'l‘i!il:l :‘:
A i Bkl =3 v Lt ot - ' celieme wi > o i C1Y b a
: 3 ' age; . B | G - P :
e, beeanse he said thiat the adorable | 108 patilienry = ol =2 i et s winend and fairness, aml of giviug to it pre- |
. i hid earroty linirs and passes lirry VIRGINIA COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE. | ot -|||1'|'-'-:I 0 \;-[nmh it ;:-’;:h: ll:‘-l?i:ntll:}lr(liw?:;}l_:o
| et uonsly, i nre it RN OWLENGMESTS. f ave Hdeomed it prop v -
! L A THTE _‘:‘rm: l'”'_“'rf Lo rum[nr‘t it | . Af hMl\\.I.]-t'.t. j.n s‘r" . . Vi oot (hat gent'vmen may understand 1he
R Moy Jane,” with hiswcomparable An Wm. Dowees. David itife, Nielolz: Shun'l, | sreperly nrd convider it npon it merits; and [
. | Peter Bowerz, Mary 'alse, each S10:Fliznbeth | ate = at ! hold mysell prepared to abandon it at
Wy Lappy ! fealish Day-love; with its | fwpsler, Rlizabeth Wi, Geo. Shuart, Ebene- | Capather, ‘.Lgl.-:mrnllnilvl:llr% t‘r;c:l:-c;ﬁgul:r}-‘ '
= oy . = - = . - H " ment, L b
O it its fearss its joys, and 08 Soreawss5 ar Sibole, Jueab Emler, Geo. Fanlet, Fieab Rees, ot all Ipn-:rulml. Alll fl:-stpru is |
x nsies, and delights; its raptures, and it= | Renj. W. Jefiorson, Tnog Holr, Dae sl Shaull, I I propose to remedy shall receive
3 ¢ pestatie lervors, and ternible heart | \lamin Senscwdifer, Lewis Seasender, John | i n of this Convention and be acted upun |
it smn ludicrousness, and its 0= L . Shaul!, Barthol. Shaull, David 15 Joseph | 1. |
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NEGRO BANKING.
int of Danks, reminds me of
once heard of in Virginia.
cho was poted for his enaning

le busines=s. Sothey conclude
hrow all their change togethe
old Cito takine eare to have h

ez in the neichboachood were

ome hack in three weeks and
dasixpence, till alfier a while s
ag rich as old waszsa C

raccording to bank rules.
alion tank place between Cato

Dlizl yon heah de news?
No, what dat Cato?

Who care, what de bank do.
(my <hah ob de money.

Why vou enss'd fool, dont

Well, but whah de debbil

¥ always lost
white folks.

0, he hinpe de debil get him fo
Berty eorry de bank break,

our informant left.

Why de baak broke last night.

[Arthur's TTime Gazclie.

the negro

Cato (an old

) had sue-

in making hiz fellow servants in the
thoed believe that bunkine was n very
d that they |
r and gar |
imsel! con- |
the bank, to whom all the sixpences of

duly i“i'i

\f"| now, saul Cato, whenebah neigah
sixpence, ant dis bank, to buy baces, he

pay in two

s, and in dis way yon see eberv sixpence

Nidesze aig-
A

is principle the bank went into operaiion,
i taking care that every darkey should
: But in the
f lime, some of the stackholders thonzht
et a rat and called on Cato to withdsaw | week. This termitis foenished
pital from the bank, when the following | is expected that a regular; Steward w

and Jack:

Well, Cato, we want 1o draw our ino- |
m the Bank and quit the banking busi-

Itell 5.'011

Well but T tell yuuj:!c bank hrake.
I;It!l talking bout dat. 1'say I want
e d

vou know

e bank brake de money all gone sartin.

de mogpey

Dat's more *an dis nigga know. . Allhe
ut it is, dat when white folk’ bank break,
,and niggah bank no bet-

Well, whenevah dis nigga gage in bank-

B8, ..

Jack bérry

R Cory.—The Philadelphia
yEays: Thetradein silverc
8 than it has becn, and

i near! :

dly worth the trouble of say

Ledger of

in if

r cent. preminm, &

ng themup

| LIout, each 53 ; smaller donations S11.  Osher
| snheeriptions will be _:u:l;n.n\-iellgml _1!3!,-'11 paid.
[ We hope the friends in arrearages wi'{ andenvor |
to pay prnm;-ﬁ_\' as the money i3 mn-'?a_nem!m]_
"and it to the Rev. Proctor, or any: friend of |
edueation, not called on by the ag-'m.;mely “n-
clase any amonnt, and send itto T ¥ Keiver, |
| Troasurer, Saiem, Roansgke, Va.  Wao can as-
[ sure von it will be very gratefully re ived as
| we wish forthwith to comptete the Coliet edifice. ‘.
' EXAMISATIONS. '
1 There are two public examinations ia the ymr_.:'-

| ane at the cloze of each térm. )
! Exresiss. i1
i :

Summer Sessions r»f Sixteen Wt
| Tuition and indidenmal expenses, 313 50
: Room rent, : i 3 0o
Winter Session of Fienty-siz Weeks.,

Taition anil incidental expenses, P8 T
Reom rent, : ) L300
To be paid withont exciption in advasnce.
{  Doarding in sommon, with washingincloded,
{ may be had ai'an expense nnt exceed:nm S1 per
| at 87} cts. It
. vonn be
! appointed, Al perma nent arrangemeni made to
aﬂ%ird boarding in commos at the lowest possible

rale.
For further: i
pal, Rev. C. C.'Baugh

information: inquira of the princi-
man, Salem. Roeanigke, Va.
S. SCHERER, Agent.
g7 Free Press please copy. e

THE LOCUSTS COMING.: |

Woe gave lately a communication from Mr.
Gideon Smith, a naturalist of this city. predict-
ing the appe:in'mte of tha eevenleen’ vear lo-
cnats in Pennsglvania add other paris :of the
United Statex. ‘The Philadelphin Liger, of
yesterday, saysi— . . 3328

« T'his, prediction is likcly to be fuliilleid early,
for yesterday & gentlemar called 'wpor-ns with
one of these lerpsts, which he had foupd on the
grass in his yael. near Front and South streets.
Its appeRrance. ia that of al grob.worm Jsbont an
inch - and a halfin Tengthl - The inseqfibreaks
thro’ this coveripg, and cot es forth ldokini some-
thing like a moth. ‘They issue from thic ground
in ll;'eir_gr,nh xtate early in the _spr:-rl:';‘-s_mll the
ground swhere they are s_e-[]n_ is found prforated

;ith holes t hoyascend. [Fhe late

Hy etart

with holes throngh which thoy asce
wa ther ias no-doubt givenan e3:ly =la
and.about May the wocde will be
K th :l‘;ley’m

[ nsect, ont ] i
peal with their peculiar music.
;oel:?;:l;?h armlsss in &pairg.cbum‘cler, ard thongh
found clinging in numbers to trees.anil plants,
they ara pot injrions to vegelation. . Th4 chick-
R u‘ni;._llou.l.-ééﬁlrﬁl‘.he-“‘f by, thousandi. oAk
‘Kixpi-An egiior of & , .
| name of r‘z%qi’g’fg%kﬁ?r“en-- ice, ofthb Lutiisville
Journal, if he naver intended to speak 1ha trath:

ey gentieman !

{akter v eflurt, on the day
[ 1gin the floor and fall bac

| te Tullow that gent

onifiern_papet: by the |

. Alr. LUCAS, T certainly should not ask in-
dilgenve of the committee it T could reconcile it
G my senze nf duty, to mive a silenl vole npon
the impariant ¢ ulject nnder t-nnarr!m!\l‘um.‘ 1 fpgl
viary sensibly my individual humility in this
' [ caunot hope to requite

bniy 5 and 1 s awa e .
tae the time | tnay consume in CXPTESSing iy |
- ows. | did netaspire or expect to present my-

ehlf in'the purition cireumsinnces have placed
oz in, having to succeed the able and distinguizsh- |
'zom Fauquier, (Mr. Scotrt.) DBut
to forego my intention to speak, |
before he rose. to ob-
% from the attitede [
It is not my pitrpnse to Aftempt
frman through his long and
Yer, I do propose to change
tet som# consitierable extent, the conrse of re-
mwark ! had talended to pursve and 1o notice
sipme of the principal arguments which he sub-
u;;mc-d. .

‘1 come fram !
niture ts been
sl riih woodks,”

it was not lor me

had azeamed.

vigry alde speeeh,

Y lawer end of the valley, where
so kind and bonntifal—where
<o called, attracted in his
yipnththeFather of hisCountry,before he had earn-
eif that same e¥:any part of his renown. W he]’c
aye the homes thiat wore of many of the most il-
lpxtrions heroes of the revolution—the brave ‘o!d
CGigneral Morgan, and Gates, anil Lee, and Ste-
pli«nsr. and Dask, and others |.I|'|!(! less c!|siln-
avished, all had tEeir homes within the district
which 1 lhave the honor in patl to represent.—
And there the mortal remains of the most of them
nijw repase in peace beoeath the green turf of
bir own favored valley, their memories not for-
gatten nor their achievements; these s_ll_H live ;
nor hias the gesins of their immortal spirits fled.
That too. is still with us, eittingin ele_‘n'lal wnl:m.
we fonliy trust. keeping ceaseless vn%tels to in-
spiie csir boscms with a love of libe r:{ and
equnlity, Thizis the district from which have
tiie honor to cenie ;. one I say rich in soil and re-
pcwn ard in allthe beanties and bounties of na-
tise which man could desire for a heritage and a
heine vpon this carth. :

{5 deemn it weither bad taste nor inappropriate to
brsug i these réminiscences, in alluding to the
pes ulint sitnaticn and various advantages of my
drgrict.  Indeet); what I 'heard yesterday and the

day before in this house recalled them, and they
no-¢ natarally Rriee and connect themselves with
s princk Ived in the guestion nn-
th.g real princ) l'ho!,il"in"'baswhat it
i+ republicaf basis of ntatic :
trifa repnblieaf | st of & free State, and
whitch 1 verily helieve involves the very same
srinciple. for w A fjought and
eI 0T Hop that spirit of conciliation which'
shickald provail iv: this committee, I shall be par=
A forithig nnreserved annunciation. Itisi

ance,but on entertained
has grown up with me and strength--

enerl with my ngge. An _
t&oﬁhumbln like.myself, to indulge the hope of

My colleague, at my request Was |

© of vuibling me to correct a manifest misapprehen- |
-2t of some propositions submitted by me to |
| the eentiment, and. L
| 1o SRy, that as'these’

| mon goml, nat sectional interests !
liope it, why not, when [ ean say for my
iy respected colleagues and those we have the |

tof separation and division,

| majority of

| hold.

| with monntains.”
| that it no question of power was involved in thi
contest and na question of principle, we ecould
| seltie it very soon.
! None in the world on my mind ; none.

Well, in regard to this matter, my consliluents,
| if zoverned by interest, which the honorable gen- |
tleman who addressed you on yesterday, told you |
governs all men and all things, and lies at the |

rostraint, for | have notiii
to hope for, notliing 10 €X]
motive to shrink from L
sentiments. Y
I am Liere without efiort
—withont a single aspirg
| led e from my Lome, W
i ly hopes and affections, whepe
| hear almosl unceasingly

| lutes me here, but the
| eling flood, ot the wedded
{und Shenandoah, allow m
! aenial or happy in their
[ their destiny, when lost il
| ocean, than should be, [
a love as glows in the br
east and west, and-all. ¥
I but nse this Gghre

ficitation or desi

eentre all my eart
it ismy pleasere
the discord that =

ferent source and see

mingly once est

| revolution, now consummate their union at that i
| romantic spot g0 much admired, will' hencefortl
{according to all human calenlation, nt least, min-
ale their conlinuous flow threugh all time, =0, it
is the first wieh of my heart, that we, as a peo

o ask for, nothing
gpolitically, and no
sl avowel of my

that would have

r ranged, and
!'bronght together by some great convulsion, as
‘oaur anceslors were by oppressicn united in the

!'serve as representatives o

be free: and that a1l men, having sufficient evi-
re | tachmepl to the cownmunity, bave the right of suf-
frage. And the declaration of rights made by
h- | the thirty other States of this Union—and when
to | I name them, 1 certainly need not tell you ihat
a | there are, strictly speaking, no nther free States

‘sound of the min- | on earth—all set forth and affirm these great
ters of old Potomac | fundamental principles and eternal truths aas self- | up,
ay, Dot more con- | evident, and, with three or four eXceptions, b

or identical iuI
Jeep bosom of the
siy with as ardent

actually made them the basis of their govern-
ments,” Yes, the whole thirty, with these few
exceptions, have based representation wpon nnm-
bers—people, and adopted general sufirage, and
many of them have now actually had more than
half a century's experience of the pracgfcal wis-
dom-of aqual represensation apd-extefided sul-
fragé, and others more than a quarter of & cen-
tury’s like experience, while all the rest, the new
States, have followed principle, and tred in the
| light of their example, and are now in the full
tide of successful experiment. Yes, all launch-
ed from this same free porf, and under full saii,
on the same glorions vovage upon the onward,
endless stream of time, Tully equipped for their
common destination, fearing not,under the smiles

1. |

ple who have vne origin, one ancestry, one lan- | of heaven, storm or tempest, shoal or qunicksand,

@uage, one renown, and one country, with com-
mon interests to unite us in one great and glori-

ous Commonwealth,shall continge fur inany age

and renerations yet lo come, to live in nnity and

liarmony together under a common governmen

and n commnn name, and that name, | am sare |
'all conenr, Virginia and none cther, and notonly |

for nages and generations, but foréver! And

will hope and hope on to the last, that this iz to be
onr destiny, notwithstanding what [ have heard
| without and within those consecrated walls, and
Uwithin and without this ancient, this time-honor-
ed eapitol of our ¢ tnmon country, around whoese
'altars we are gathered together, from every
| portion of this okl Commonwealth to consult, to

deliberate, and T trust in God, to act for the com
And why no

prond honor to repre=ent in this assembly, thati
is no part of our nature or of our parpose to in
dulge even in embryo for one moment, the though

never, o long us there ghall remain to us a sin

‘rle ray of hope of obtaining our just and equa

richts,  No, as for ns, however it may be witl
others, we wonld rather see the hills and monn

tains that eurronnd us,sattached as we are to |
and ns we have orable gentleman just referred to, 1 fear nothing

them, az pature Tormed them,

been aceustomed to lovk upon them even fram | in
anr childhond, endeared to us by all their holy

associations in our reeollections of the past and |
by nativity, melted into one vast heap of ruins.

covering in the mass onr liomes,our all ; ever
the graves of our fathers and our forefuthers

eaving tomh nor stone to tell the sacred spot g
their repoze, than we would rise wp tosever the

bomdd that hinds this people in unity; as the chil

dron of a common maoither,

Oc¢cupying this enviable position, fuvored witl

[every nutoenl apd artificial advantage we only

ask 1o be permitied to remain part aud pareel 6
Virginia, vuder o [rce awl egual torm ol govern
ment, truly republican, to secure us in the ful

enjoyment of what we have, and under such a
gavernment. and under no other, may hope for in
Weil, the question meets us here, have

tuture.
wo surh.e gevarnmenl?  Forcow
sombled 7 For what piirposes have weshee

dioyva

sen und delegated to this old cupital, by a large | —

the electors of the whole State, a{ ree | 3
We have been | Virginia, is not without apology.  1do notdeny,

class I hope to see enlarged.

| sent here, eharged with the sacred duty loamend |
Cand reform our existing constitution ani goavern

meat, in varions and important particulars, and |
cspecinlly its basis ol representation, hernuese
deemedl ineflictual for 1he great erds of its insti- |
Aud [ nppreliend, we ehould have very |
little in the way to prevenl our arriving and |
=peedily at the end of our lubors, and at harmo- |
nious resnlts, but for one difliculty, and that is aware, excepl
| this question of the basis which lies at the thres. |
We cannot take a step—we cannol move |
an inch it appears nntil we gentle it, und fix the

tution.

fonmdntion upon whieh the whole government i

to rest, and most nnfortunately vpon this gnestion

we stand hiere divided in two partics, and nearly | ness,
|equally, by n geographical line marked by a
monntain, ns thongh, 12 was apiiy remarked by |
ihe distifguished gentleman from Ilenrico, at an |
early stage ol our proceedings, * principles run
| entertain adecided opinion,

Is there any doubt of this

foundation of government, would ncenpy precise
ly the opposite to that vpon which they have in

stroncted me to stand here, and so may claim to |
With those great |
natural nnd loeal advantages—with every preat |

be an exception to this rale.

work of improvement nearly already made, w
desire, whieh you know you were so emphaticall

\he case with the East, and is tur frem bein
true as to the West.  With our merkels beyon
the limits of the State, and yet almosl at ou

than the West, while our lands are richer an
higher assessed than those of either, and muc

presscs most onerously, and g must fall with
fienvier hand upon us t

West, whoever wields the power.

tlie fear of taxation, which seems 1o be the mai

holding on to power, that we should go wit

thewm t:pon the basis question, instead of with th

volved in it, or if we believed principle was o

publican basis,

stead of with the West.
motives would impel us.
concur in the view th

it is not go. -aming
located in one section of the Siate, which happ#

ty of the people.
and all osr notions of right.

bill of rights expressly, declares

Our
nd consequently de

‘power is vested ine

indubitable, inalienable xod

reform, alter or abolis

Prentice, in rep}y says that be shall probably learn
to tell the truth before long™! i

-

my view of the very nature of the subject and
. ple ig _
dob discussion, which | ‘1o bo'w
of representation: for the
rej;eseniative Kovernmen
hich our forefnthers fought and
bled. 1 hope, in
i Ieisno
jon ] advance, but one long,
* "And although others, not
preferment, might be more prudent, I feel no such

‘2 manner as shall be judged most condueive

sell and | against principle, exumple, experience,

Never, never, no,

n eho- | tyrannically,“fiot eppr

told yesterday by the honorahble gentleman, is not

door, while we are to be taxed tn make these im-
provements Last and West, without direct bene-
| fit from either; in this situation, it is manifest,
we have mere to fear, in that respect, from pow-
er in the hands of the West than in those of the |
Hast, for we have neurly as laige n slave popu- |
lation as the LEast, and & far larger proportion |

more =0 than thoze of the West ; and weall know
that it is upon these two great proprictary interests
—slavesand lands—upon whichthe laying power

han eNHEF the Bast or the
It is mos=t
clearly demonstrable, then, if we aretu be govern-
ed by interest, or it we were to be influenced by

ground azsumed by our Eastern hrethren for

West. To be still more explicit, if; in our opin-
jon, this was simply a question of power, asas-
serted by the honorable gentleman from Halifax,
(Mr. PGrriss,) i there was no principle in-

the side of the East, and that a * majority of in-
terests,’” as the honorable gentleman from Fau-
quier so powerfully contended, in one section of
the State, and not numbers over the whole Com-
monwealth as ope community, was the true re-
then the Valley, or at least my
end of it, would, from interest and principle; be
found on this question on the side of the East in-
These two powerful
Betwe are not able to
at Lthere is no principle in-
volved—that it is simply a contest for power
when, co far as we are concerned, we know that
) We cannot concede that a ming Tg

for the time being,lo own the most wea thy
should therefore govern the State and the majori-
Thie is contrary to our feelings’ : S,
It wouldl yiolate | the same powers and privilege

indefeasibleright'to

h their government in such

the eldest sister, * the flag ship,” and the most
seaworthy of all, lagzing back solitary and alone,
gtill afraid to venture upon a calm and tranquil
sea, and upon soch a voysge—still at anchosp-
on her old coloninl gronnd—unequal representa-
tion and limited sulirage—as if given up to idle
fear or worse idolatiy ; still lingering on an un-
safe snd uncertain shore,as if afraid ot losing her

from Accomac (Mr. Wisg) says, ol the majority
of her own noble erew—who would, every one ol |

dow, in her own light, and {rightened ; that in
| oppositien, | repeat it, to her own deelaration of
t | rights and those of her thirty sister States—
and that
prosperity and glory which would attend an on-
ward course in the plain republican path of duty,
- | upon this most glorions voyage. |
l,l After the course ol remark submit'ed by the

| honoruble gentleman from Fauquier, | am led oat |
of my way, as prescribed for myself.  [le lins |
made it important to inquire, how Virginia came |
into the position just described, and why she has
co long continued in it.  In this investization |
beg the committee to follow me. Like the hon-

1
|

seurch of truth.  The story is a plainone and |
sold tolil, aud presents another insltance with |
which the history of the world isreplete, of paw-
er hoiding on tlo power, once obrained, no patter
y | how, and not unfrequently against both rightand
reason, leaving the marry no alternative but sab- |
missien or revoll, which, when success attends,
and their eanse is just, we all call glurious revo-
fution, not rebellion.

The means by which the few have ever con-
i | trived, in all ages and ceuntries, 1o rule the mu-
ny, Ar¢ NUMereus and varions, and the modes of |
self-perpetuating power amd force and fraond, and
A enmbination ot wealth and interests, the chiel.
With us, while we havehad nothing of this sort,
and 1 tuke pleasure in disclaiming the imputa-
| tion, the proeess hns been asimple one. Yet the
! fact iz ro. The few have ruled the many in Vir-

I

! =aively, bot 8Ll LI (rue
as cortain as there is a God in Heaven.
[ agree that the origin of this minority role in

at least, that there are many things to extenuale
-1 and even to excusz jo the circumstanees out of

which it emerged. Yet | can see nothing to
much to condemu the existing, unequal represen-
tation, restricted suflrage, and other anti-repub-
lican relica.

few particulars in 1820-
revolution. ‘I'hese times of trouble * that tried
men’s souls."”
s

| adapte

| vernment and law. Dut they gradually increas-
! ed, grew, and flourished, though but slowly,and
impgoving but little as they advanced in their ci- |
vil and political institutions, dependent as they

were upon the crown to which they acknowledg- |
ed alleginnce still, until their prosperity atiract-
ed the rapacity of the mother couniry, ruled by |
a selfish tyrant and a cold blooded ministry.— |
I'hen soon that prosperity began Lo beabstracted
under color of one pretence alter another, agrinst
| their consent, and exactions to increase and mul-
| tiply until longer submission became intolerable.
| Then, we know, they resisted, and rose with their
federates,and threw cff’ the yoke, casting it

3|

?

| con
lin the wide ocean tlint separated them.
| contest was one of fearful odds, one of donbtful
iszue, and full of hazards, and while it was rag-
ing, the nld government dizsolved and abrogated
| —amiast the heat and carnage of this life-strng-
! gle, a convention was called under a law passed

e
y

(o8
s
i

r
had ae-

and
that

[ 10 use the lnnguage of Mr. Doddridge,
i tually ceased with the colonial government,
| by tiie same act that dissolved it.” And

the authority, and to their honor be it said, mude
our first constitution. Our old constitation was
| thus gotten vpin haste and danger, to meet the
d | pending crisis, as o temporary expedieat, intend-
h | ed only to ride out the etorin, not to last; and
being thus gotten up and designed, as was said
by my friend from Greenbrier, {Mr. Sints,) in
opening this debale, it is no retlection upon s
authors 10 say, what is the truth, that it wasde-
footivo-and impoefect.. Indeed, ds he truly re-
mnarked, * the wonder is, that it was nol more so,
under the circumstances, especially as they had
no model 1o gnide them.”

In fact, it changed but little the old colonial
government which had sprung up, under their
connection with the crown, their dependeunce
and allegiance. And the delegutes who made it
were eiected by freeholders holding fifty acres
of cultivated or one hundred acres of nncoltiva-
ted land. Dut the country submitted to their
authority and tacitly adopted their work, although
the constitution was never submitted to a formal
vole, as in truth they were obliged to, under the
circumstances, if they h:d been otherwise dis-

ced.
Imljut who were theee first constitution makers ?
[éay they were confessedly bul the representa.
tives of this one particular class of frecholders,
a portion only—and but a comparatively small

rtion only—of the pecple.

‘And what did they do 7" I repeat but litle
more, besides repndiating the ¢rown and allegi-
ance than continue the =ame siate of thing be-
fore existing—the eame o1d freehold goverument
of the few, without the crown—ander another
name, it is true—but scarcely clianged in form,
subslance,or power. Lo 4

They. substituted a honse of delegates for the
 old honge of burgesses, and a.senate for the old
legielative council, confiding to each precisely

s as possessed

n

n

h
e

first principles and the right of self-government. the predecessors, and prescribing for m nbers

‘We were born and inepired with different feel- | the ssme g alificatious respectively, and Lo be

ings and sentiments, and we have b ght electell by the same class o freeholders, and a |
diffsrantly—wp_'h_u&_j!e'lﬁel Iqther_tﬁig? n the cd%eriq?.rhfpir 1_!;& _qrwﬂ:ﬂi eﬁn:nd tl;? m':;?r:]eg

he highestauthorily mial basis of represen e

highest sonrces and the highestauthoril; L e atrarge, they expressly declared, should

| remain the same g5 under the “ald colonial gov-
| ernment, nnder which, from 1620, when'the first

1hie:peaple—that magistrates are the te roment, nnder whic) SLEL A, Ll L)
:a;d-.‘;é'rgsﬁta. and at iil? timesamennble 10 them; | house of borgesses ssembled at Jamestown, the
and that a majority of 'the 1tinify hath'an | bu#j were elected by the different planta-

 lions or settlements in the colony, paying no re-
gard to the size, population, or extent of territo-
ry, or wealth of the plantation, each being al-

lo

-

the public weals; t}aai-:_elecliona of members to |lowed a representat
f the people ought to | members as they ch

dence of permanent common interest in and at- | In 1634, for the first time,

but all siire of the glittering prize. Old Virginia, |

freight or somie part of it,and afraid, as my friend |

them, shed their last drop of blood in her defence i
—stunding, as [ bope to show, on her own sha- |

[ crensing the inequality still more nnder it, while
lit was being still further increased by natura!

! sentation in the senate remained €ven more une-

| change in thatbedy in 1816.

! a minority—the freeholding class, which was

| wipia feom tha begingipg,and stiil du j e imdaad |

| sanetion the long continuance of it, and I do see |
i life and death, in sddition to that of unlimjted |

Our constitntion and gevernment, as you are ;
az amended and changed in some |
‘30, had its birth in the |

Our early ancestors, who fled to |
this western world from the persecutinns and op- |
pressions of the old, in settling here in a wilder- |
brought with them only such laws as were |
d to their new and strange situation. And-|
few in number, at first, and with little to care for |
but themselves, they indeed needed but little go- |

1t
| of pounds steiling, near three billione, and which
| it is, I verily believe, that holds that greal con-

! solidated empire together.

The |
{ blood, had full
{ many had epilt their blood to redeem from & for-

| by the last honse of burgesses, ** whose ;mwi:-r,"_lI the Commonwealth.

! body, calling itselfa convention, and assuming |

by |

its population, or wealth,
ded into shires or counties,
for military and j
remained very di

! lerriln_r’ in their papu
| #entatic 1 remaining to each counnly

i as applications continved to be made, the old
| counties, or some of them, were divided, with =
{ like representation bnt none of the old counties,

luld or new were restricted-aa to the number of |

| members until 1645, as befopigsaid, when they
4 were limited tofour each, ane _}E.i 1660, 10
1wo memberas éach. Fha t of saffrags, in

! the meantime, which had at first been enj yed by

| all the inhabitant=, nndergoing yrrions changes
! at intervals, until 1677, when the kiog sent his
| private order tp his obzequious governor—to nie
| the langnuge of the distinguished Jobn R. Cook,
| in the last convent ion—backed by two regiments
| of British soldiers, and cauvsed it to be restricted
ltoa certain cliass of freeholders, from which it
; was afterwarls chaneed, at intervals ontil limi-
| ted to those first srated.
| Suech is the origin, andsuch the circumstances
| preceding and aceompenying the birth of cur old
{ constitution, and sukh the state of things with
| which its framers had to deal; and alter expell-
| ing the presence of king and parliament, they
{ only re-established matters nearly as before ex-
! isting, nnder onr connexion with the crawn, giv-
| ine, in like manner, to the new legislatare, as
| before possessed by the old house of burgesses,
the same power to form new ceunlies, and to di-
vide old ones, with a like representation of two
members to each, but none as beforg existing, to
tnke awny any reprczentatioh from any county.
‘I'his want of pnwer in the new legislatnre, to
take from a county, after divided and reduced in
size, any part of its represeniation, not anly con-
tinued, but aggravated the old colonial plantation
connty-converted basis of representition, by in-

causes,=o that when the pew conetitution of 1776,
whiel we hear o much laoded, was amended in
1820730, the least county in the State had as
large a reprezentation as the very largest coun-
ty, each having two delegates; and the repre-

until the re-organization and favorable
While the old |
freehold suflrage remained the same as under the
ald colonial government, and continned to be ex-
ercised and enjoyed by a portion—nol to say even

qual,

itzelf a minority of the freemen of the State, so
that the whole government, under the old consii
tation, until nmended in 1820-'30, from the first,
was in the hands of this portion only—not to say
minotity of the minority—of the freeholders, with
ull its powers, which were very great. The le-

jom ; and umil 1645 as many
ose to send, no matter wha!
or extent of territory.
the colony was divi-
eight in number,
ndicial parposes only, which
rent, as before, in extent of
lation, and the same repre-
; and, as
| differeat settlements; from time to time sprung
new cunniies were erected ln_d a like repre-
ave laenlalion allowed 1o them; and, in like manner

| ot arguments and elequence ever wil
| haps in any aszembly, inany sge of couulry, was
| Goally cbliged to compromise wpon this basis

Legis'ature, calling for a State
among other thing+ agein,
the right of sufitage and
| presenialion, among
the Common &
way. Bat, it led to the ‘re-organization
Neratarial districts of the State, under

! ithe West, which had bat four Senators to
: ty Fast, got nine members in that I.ni{:‘ni
| sentation npon the white badis in that budy,

i all this, however;a Coonvention

! at Stannton,

| year afier in
1829,

From (his brief sketch,
| from the debates i

from memory, and since hearin,
iha hoporable gentleman who

I

EXECUTED WITH NEATSESS AND DESPATCH AT TR

wki b
; appeased the spirit of reform for a time. Aner
second convened

in 1825, eetting forth still the same
| objects, and this resnlted in the second or third
the call of the State Convention of

which I have gathered
a the former Convention and
| ather sources and given as accurately as I could

the speech of
us

| terday, arranged in my mind as well as I counid,
of the continsed and movements of the
| West and other ions of the State for redrese,

| n
!

"es, how loud and long this “*clamor,”—as East-

| ern gentlemen are pleased fo characterize the

] just complaint of the propie sgainsta
| rule.

During all this time, more than halfa cen-

| tury, the government was in the hands of a class
i of {reeholders, composing Liat a small portion of
{ the freemen of the State, holding on 1o power,

)
i century—and at last granted it spon umequal
| lerme.

| Well, the Convention of 1820 for | have come
. to this point of the history of power holding on to
| power, which it had taken almost from “76 to
| 1829, of such continuous appeals to obiain from
| this emall minority in power upon unequal terms,
et in this house. | was about to say—I mean
in the capitol, and found itzell nearly equally di-
vided on both these great questions, sufirage and
reptesentation by this geographical line, the blwe
ridge mountsins; all suflrage men, for the most
part, and white basis men | believe, without ex-
ception, west, and nearly all anti-suffrage and
mixed basis men, of some description, with a few
exceptions East, and 1his basis guestion di

us now, with some few exceptions East, in our
favor, and by the same line. But 1am happy to
be assured, that we nearly all, ere now, at last;
in favor of giving the election of all officers from
Governor down, direct fo the people, and of ex-
tending the right of suffrage and of limiting and
restricting the hitherto almost unlimited powers
of the minority—government—thus proving that
truth, right and justice have so far Uriumpbed
and are prevailing, and will inally completely tri-
umph—that the grasp of power is relaxing.—
Well, the Convention of 1829, after a hard sirag-
gle, characterized by the most brilliant displays
per-

ion 1o reach resuite. And what did they
do. Althongh the right of sufirage was consid-
erably extended and a few other reforms made,
yet, instead of deciding this basis question, they
settled and fixed no rule at all. They divided

quosl

wislature possessed the right to do almost any and
every thivg within Siate jurisdiction, under the
general government of the Unien, not expreesly {

denied, such as they ghould not suspend the writ |
¥ . ! 1o the valley, and 31 totie trans-alleghany ; and

of habeas corpus, pass any bill of attainder, or any |
-f_r[msfe f}ll‘:.'u law,

apd withdrawn

3 ,nﬁv_&] from even this limited number of
thegeopie, thede féw TREhOTdET =elves but
i a portion of the freeholding “cla¥s) who elected
! legislatures, and whose government it was—a
| movernment, [ do not hesitate to say, with all my
i respect end reverence for the memory of its illus

| trivns authors, and [ yield to no one in my vene- |
| ration for them—constitating, beyond all question |
Even the power of |

and denial, an aristocracy.

!taxation, was held by this old government oligar-
{ chy, it being well settled that while the federal
covernment possesses no powers bot those ex-
pressiy granted,and sach as afe incidentsl there-
to, and necessary and proper to carry them into
! efiect—that the State government have all power
unt denied. They elected our United States

generale, and other off:icers, and passed all laws
affecting life and liberty as well as property. Ite
power, in the emphatic and expreesive words of
the distinguished John R. Cook, quoted in the
last convention, “was over every thing, coming
home to the bosom and business ol men.” It
was as omnipotent, almost, as the British Parlia-
ment, without even the check of kingly negative,
and which, we all know, is all powerfnl, for it
has even chaneeid the descent of the crown, more

| than once ; and under the king, engaged in war

after war, and has enfailed a patinnal debt vpon
he debt upen the people amounting now, al-

thongh diminiched to séme eight hnndred millions

Arainst this old constitution, and the State of

| things existing under it, even before the revolu-

tion had fairly closed, and the sunshine of peace,
after a seven year’s eclipse of darkness arfd
_("npr-nr'd npon the land, which so

| eign thraldom, the voice of complaint, opposition
| and remonstrance wen! up, from varions parts of

[ the great “aposile of liberty,” the author of the
| Declaration of American Independence, and oor
| own, and our act of religions freedom—he who
laid the axe to the root of the odiou#rule of pri-
and entails, to which some of oor dis-
| tinguished statesmen long clung ; the philoso-
| pher, sage and statcsman, whoee love of liberty
| and equality wasasardent as il was sincere, and
confined to no country or clime, but extended
everywhere where man had a home, and which
abated nof, even with the ebbiag pu'se of hfe—
as evidenced by his letter of 1816, to Mr. Ker-
chival—thae influence of which has been spoken
of in n tone of complaint within these walla, as still
npt-raling.and whtch 1 tru=t in God, will continve
1o be feit o

' moginture

ntil Virginia is reformed, and cease
till the world is redeemed from vassalage wheres-
er epslaved. Yes, at thig-eurly period we find
Thomas Jefferson declaring this constitulion* 1o
be bat our first essay at free government,” and
urging vpon his countrymen the duty *of redu-
cing those principles to practice £o soon as lei-
cure should be afforded them for entrenching.
within good forme, the rights for which they had
bled.” And the people, and especially of the
west, have never ceased, from that day forward,
to appeal 1o their brethren in power for reform;
then “1his eternal clamor,” w hich 1he honorable
gentleman from Fanquier, and others, have de-
nonneed, commenced, and it lias never censed,
and 1 can tell gentlemen, never will, until jnstice
is done. 3
As far back as 1700, we find petitions from
varinos counties ponring in npon the legislature,
from year1n year wlmost. In 1806, a r_rmluliun
passed the Honse of Delegatesta submit the call
of a_convention to the vote of the freeholders,
but failed in the Senate. Again, in 1814, ano-
ther bill, for the same purpose, only failed by 2
small majority, the minority, we are assured, re-
presenting & majority of the people, aml among
other matters of reform then demanded, was an
extension of thie right of sufirage, and &n equali-
zation of representation. ;
Apain, in 1815, =notber bill was gotten up for
the same end, and rgje'gld as before, by = vule
representing & minotily ulthe people. .
. These repeated: réjections of bilis by the Legis-
lature,:by majorities representing prinorities of
‘the people, 88 was stated hy the honorable gen-
tlerman-i Aogosta, (Mr. SHEFFET)) led to nn-
merons public meetings, and to one of an exci-
ting character held in Winchester, which was
.pdgu followed by a convention of the people of
the west, generally, and from other portions of
the State, called in 1818, at' Staunfon, very nu-
merously attended, which resol

many ves,
and eent up a warm and able memorial to the

or any law abridging the free- |
dom of speech, or of the press. &c., and with all
the power, all elections and offices were retained |

{in the hands ol the legislature,

an

Senators, onr Governors and Council, Judges, |

As early as 1761, we find ]

the State, in reference to the house of delegates,
into four great districts, and gave to each so many
members : 36 lo tide-waler, 43 1o picdmont, 35

\hen laid off the State in reference to the senale
into two grand divisions, East and West of the
blue ridge, retaining 19 members in” that body
et, mnd giving 13 West. .

wder this arrangemeat was secured fo the
a mujority of 33 membera in the house of
and of 6 in 1he senale and 28 on joint

u
| east,
[ delegates,
| thousand, a few hundreds of = majority of white
population east of the blue ridge—and this of
course continued and secured the government and
all its power, patronage and offices in their bands,
if not as strongly, as,surely as before. For it
' was farther provided, in regard to fature appor-
tionmeants, that the number of members shounld
never exceed one hundred and fifty in the bouse
of delegates, and thirty six in the senate ; so that
in any event the east was always io have, as the

! gltimate limit of apportionment, = majority in

buth branches of the Jegislatare; and of at jeast
twelve on joint ballot, however great and over-
whelming the excess of population and weaith
two, might become in time, to the west, unless
two thirds of each houze should after the year
1831, concur in general re apportionment
thronghont the commonwealth, a thing pever to
be expected at the hands of the east. This ar-
rangement, although cqualizing 10 some exteat
representation among the several counties with-
in each of the loor great districts, and two grand
divisions, is but taptulizing. It is sn equalization
of no avail in giving equal political power to the
west, in not extending over the whole State. Its
effect is limited by these districts and divisions,
and the limitation of the oltimate nomber of
members assigned to the two branches of the le-
gislature. It is worsein lact, than the simple
mixed basis wounld be, in the end, and even worse
then under the old constitution, in the particular
of taking away the white basis in the senate, un-
| der which already we wonld have gnlnﬂl a ma-
i jority in that branch ; and infinitely worse in the
| end, in securing the majority of lhcnznver tom
{ eectional minority esst of ihe blue ridge, which
| no increase of population and weslth in the west,
| however great, can ever overcome without a
| change in the organic law.
i And as there is no hope of iwo-thirds of the
l legislature agreeing to a general re-appointment
i under our existing comslitution, resting v
| this arbitrery basie, with these districts and divie
i sions and ultimate limit of the number of mem-
| bers in both branches of the legislatore. The
w est must therefore forever remain in & minority
! in the governmeny withnut & chap be must
remain forever powerless underali circomstan-
ces and in all probable evants ina state of political
inferiority, not to ssy vas:alage, for the grest pur-
poees of eeif government, und y so, for
all time. And yet we have now & majority of
ninety-three thousand of the white population.
I use strong language, nt I think not too strong’
for onr present constitotion and government, like
its predecessors, the old ote, is €0 framed apd
conirived in all its depariments of power; under
this unequal mixed basis in diegoise, (for the
effect is eqnivalent,) that this sectional minority
eas!, which has thus seznred 1o it this permanent
sectionul majority in both branches of the legis-
lature— besides having the appointment of our
United State senaiors under the constitution ofthe
Union—holds in the hands of its majority &
lature, the election of governor, the execalive
conncil, militis gencrale and our judges; and even
throogh the commissioning power of its execu-
tive, that of justices of the peace, or county ma-
gistrales, constiluling ovr comnty courts which
| decide, manage and conirol every thing belonging
and appertaining to county police and levies,
and =0 evep onr purse elrings. - =L
Our members of Asren.bly we select, and our
inferiv- militia officers onder a brigadier 3
{1the companies and batialions may, | i
| elect, but besides these, of all elections and offi-
! cerm, that of onr overseers of the poor.is lh.J.o!
! privileze allowed us. Thus, the msjority of the
| Iree white people of the Siate-—a majority mpids
| ly inereasing—hold life, liberty snd property sall,
subjeet to the will of this sectional minority east
of the blue ridge, (and | repeat, the powers of
£ any re-
or

this gosernmeut are scarcely limited
striciions) as limited only in power, for gﬂ

stitution. . Limistions we are told, if we.
the power, would bo mere * paper i
not worth the paper lhey are wrilien Spof; as
operty of tke Exst.  And

s ed. b

gentlumen who preceded e oa 15
and others, Io;te'mhr“li!ﬂ-!’i ;
deliberating - under an ‘existing const
laws:* Yet whatis that but & pape
tion? This isthe pretens er-whi
nority in the Bast have hitherfo n
insist on retsining the power.

Power and

evil, weal or woe, by the organic law of 1bis con-.

! the offices and all, and refusing redress, and even
a Convention all this time—more than halfa .

ballot, while there wer~ but some foriy three




