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Jkis well known.that the oppositiond i

made to the law enacled by the Legis-
1atofeilgst winter prescribing a string-
ent cath of loysity to voiers, was made

on the osunalblzhglﬁnnd that the re-

quirement of kue ‘oath was forbid-
the  Cor mﬂ
" iﬂ:-ryyhrgc bolgl!’;:muhu

of that body; Imwmr, were of a/differ-
entZopinion, after hearing the whole
question lengthily and ably; discussed.
There has been more.or less grumbling
about the law ever since ln qunrl.en

thiat pr ‘gentl
nawha couniry have mtﬂaw.l Jopin-
ions that the lawis nof-only unconsti-
tutional but that it is, therefore, mot
binding on the officers. of election to
enforce the oath prmﬂbod when de-
manded ; and we hear that a similar
gsma.is being attempted by disaffected
persons in Hampshire connty. In view
of this state of things and the appro:ch
of the regular fall election, the follow-
ing opinion given by Judge Harrison
of the Gpéenbrier Cireuit, is most time-
ly, ns it is most clear and pnanswer-
able. e correspondence shows the
immediate occasion of its ‘expression,
but we are giad to see that it has been
printed in' circular form, and is being
distributed in the region referred to, by
‘way ol repairing the mischief sat afoot.
The 'followlng is tho oormpnndenoe
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' Hon, .N'.i Ham .Tudgc of the Nintk|

-.Tudldr.l! C‘Fﬂmll‘

DEAR SIE:—Our munty ﬁiec{ibn will
tnko piace on the 17th inst. At the in-
stunce of many of our citizens, and a8
a gnide to_the ofMicors conducting the

elections, I request your opinfon asto’

the eifect of the Inw of West, Virginin, |’
in mEm-d ta lhoeﬂualiﬂm.wn of voters,
hich is S0Me a8 nneonsti-
tul{onnl mul vold, use it is not ex-
pressly contained fn the constitution.
Very. mpectru]l{, gonm,
Jorr McPHERSON,
(’!lerk and Recorder of Greenbrier o,

LEWISBURG, anxunnnm Co., W. V..
Aungust 15, 1865,
To Col. Joel MePheraon, C‘ferk and Re-
corder of Greenbrier corinty -

DEAR Sir:—You ask my opinion as
to the obligation of the lnw of Wost
'\firginin in :reFm-dt.uthe fualifieation
of votars, which law (you ndd) “is re-
garded by some as unconstitutional and
void because it is uot contained in the
constitution.*

Article 8d of the amended constitu-
tion of West Virginin does, it is true,
erul. the genernl qualification and

isqunlification of voters. How fur it

may be competent to Liwleg-lal.n!:ure
during n time' of time of
WHT, (lmtl J)ec[nl y du rln tI:B lul‘.ter,)
:lc;ai;llp(;la nu I}nnl *uem.nl fientions or
ualifications for the publio is
a question, to say the lcau&.,qﬂgyt'he
gravest import, which it will be tiine
enough to consider, should it ever be
regularly and jv ‘! ullniallﬁ brought before
!:‘?h Thlla lngln;lntum " an ot
. 25, 1665, hongisvaser i e
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decislon of the proper Judioial tribunal
that it violates the Constitution.
beg leave to imitate the Jndge in re-
minding our readers that it is; mot in the
power of uny individual citizen or offi-
eer, or sven membernf a judidu-y

il atare. in
force on, our statute books.. That can
only be done by the .‘.I'ud.lchr_r in the

formal mode’ prescribed
d::ot doubt l.hl;r.”m LA 4]
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ssippl, which now
returning steps of|

= - thelr treason-
able wanderings astray, was the nd
among them to abandon the fatnily’of
the Union, -four-years and ahalf sgo,
and none, Bouth Carolina not even ax-
oépted, exerted more of the Baneful in:

qun‘e'dwhluh maddened'a great section
of the rpublic, and plunged ¢ ‘& happy
nation into the horrors of civil war.}
Bhe gave to the rebellion its'civil leader
in'the person of” Jefferson Dayis M ET
Before the nrlulery of  Beauregard
had opened upon Fort Eum.f.er, she had
established a blockadde of the Mississip-
pl, .and Mer. guns, at Vieksburg, had
broken the silence of the nation’s peace

every respect she bore leading part in
the rebellion. Her Hehivalry” was the
most flery of the| fire-eating order; her
planters, the haughtiest of the slaye, |In
holding caste; her lymech-law the most
thoroughly codified and systematic; her |,
tar kettles and her feather bags, tho
readlest for abolitionists; her bowie
knives of the lnngast pattern nnd'the
heaviest blade:’

‘And this H.Iunisalppl it'is whmala.t‘a
Convention has just now. prononuwﬂ,
by a vote of 86 to 11, for the Consi.ltu-
tional amendment :

The institation of slaye having
been abolished in the Bt.aterz Missis-
sippi, neither ‘slavery nor involuntary
:mwitt.uig:_‘l oI‘.ln.vri\_aud.m;:j ntl.?tl? il|)1al punish-

f erime; of w a Hihall
Fhen b ity alatdarahail ereaf-
ter.axist in this State, and the legisla®
‘ture ot its next session, and :thereafter|
as the public welfare may mqnjm,ahall
‘proyide for the pmtactlun and #ac F

of the person and pro| ofihe
mien of this !a, and guard. the. Sk
om the avils that ning zu'itm frpm their

sudden emnnnipulion.
*'Bo perishes “slayery in Miaa.lssippi.
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vll]{ed_‘ WOl g ]

E
 necessary for t.'he repr
of t.ha Confederate government to Jaava
some avowed channel of publication;
and, naturally, that position: devolv
upon this journel.: Under'such eiroum-|_
stances, though weregretted, wehad no
ri that in ]-Enmjm we

things'i bé ta,
“chivalry,’” lys'u..ll lnw, bowie knlm. and |

“1all' that was charnoteristically Missis-

sippian in the old barbaric days. The|wo
now Free State will presently reeognim
herself s Nittle in thd records of former
times, iis tho Lombards of a third gen-
erntion in Italy were nble to mcognlze
the savage portraits of their grandfa- |
thers, ‘who eonquered the sunny Inher—
itance for them.

It may be that ascheme of g-qmetlnng
not wholly honest lurks in the conclud-
ing paragraph of the' amendment as
quoted above; but against all sugh there
must be hind that seeurity whie his pro—-
vided in the anmendment to be made to
the, nntionalConsl'.Itutian. That nation:
al'abolition and prohibition of slavery,
guaranteed by powers vested in Con-
gress, tha country will insist upon
having,

‘We had the Dlmura of meeting, yes-
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