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CHAPTER I1,

That same evening sat aver thelr tea'
An': Norfolkk ' Htrest, Strand, another|
oouple, who were also- fatherand son;
but, in this pair, the Wardlaws were
reversed, Michael Penfold was & roy-
erend, gentls oreaturs, with white hair,
blue eyes, and great timidity: why, if a
?lr?nxgr ut to 2.':“133"“”“""‘ he nsed|
0 200k all rourd« Iy “beford

ventured (o answer, OIS e

Robert, hls mon, WHE A young man,
With & large b rown eye, amellow voloe,
Bquare shotlders, nad & prompt and
Vigorous manner, Crloketer, Scholar.
Perrgon. .

by were lalking hopefally together
over a living Roberi wnl:: 133 |.§ buy;
It was near Oxford, he snlg?lnl] wuurd'
not prevent his continuing to take pu-
pils, *“Bat, father,' sald he, It will be!
a place lotake my wile' to,1f I aver!
Have one; ‘and, meantime, I hope yon
will run down now and then, Baturday’
R
Ihat I will, Roberty Ab! how proud
she would have beet}l o han? you
ﬁ:’i&ﬂﬁl,l]: it was slways her dream, poor
Dg.

Lot us {think ahd [can Beat nie,” sald
Robert, “And I hive g you a?ﬂl; the

roceeds of this livieg wiil belp me to

odge yon more comfortably,”

"4 You are very good Roberf; T wonld
rather see yon'spend IL upon .yonrself;
but, dear me, what m manager youn
must be to dress so beantifully s you
do, and send yonr old father presents
a8 youdo, and yetput by fourieen hun-
dred pouuds to buy this liviog.”

""You are mistaken, sir, I have on}
saved four hundred; the odd thousan
—but'that is & sécret for the present.”

"0, I am not inguisitive: I never
was,”

They then chatted about things of no
importance whutever, amd the old gen-
tleman was Just lighting his candle (o
g0 to bed, when a visitor wus ushered
into the room.

The Penfolds looked a little sur-
prised, but not much, They had no
alreas doorall tothemsalves; no liveried
dragons to Interpose between them and
unseasonable or unwelcome visitors,

The man was well dressed, with one
exception; he wore a gold chein. Ha
had a hooked nose, and u black, plerc-
Ing eye. Hestood at the door, and ob-
nerved evéry.personmnd thiog inithe
room minntely, befora he spoken word,
Then he'sald, Goietly, “Mr. Michael
Penfold, I believa.”

‘At your service, sir.”

“And Mr, Robert Panfold."

“I am Robert Penfold. What s your
buainess 1’

“Pray is the ‘Robert Penfold' at the
back of this note your writing "

. “Certainly It 1s; they would nok cash
it withook that.”

Y0, you got the money, thea 7"

“Of course I did.”

"“You bave not parted with it, have
you it 130§ ]

aw i” g i w4
**All the better,” He then turned to
Miclael, and looked ut him earnestly n
mpment, . The fact is, sir,” said he,
“'ghere I8 a little irregularity abont this
bill, which must be explalned, or your
son might be called on to refund the
cash,”

*Irregularily aboot—n bllIlT" cried
Micherel Penfold, in dlsmay, *“*Who is
the drawer? Let.me see 1t. O, dear
me, something wrong about a bill in-
dorsed by you, Robert?'. And the old
men began to shake piteoubly. iy
« UWhy, father,” suid * Robert, ‘syhat
are you ufrald of? 1rtbe bill Is irrega-
lar, I gau but return the money. -1t is
in the house.” ’ 3

“The best woy will be for Ar, Robert
Penfold to go at once with-me 1o the
bill-broker ; be lives but a faw doors
off, And you, sir, must stay hera, and
be responsible for. the fands, tll we
réturn.” Li

Robert Penford took his hat direetly,
and went off with this misterious visi-
tor.

They had nol gone many steps, when
Robert'a companion stopped, aod gett-
ing In front of him, said, “*\Ye can sot-
tle this matter here,” At the game
fime a policemuan crossed the way, and
Jolned them, and another man, who
was in fuotl x pollceman In plain clnthes,
emerged from a door-way, nnd sioml at
Robért Penfold’s back.; 4 7ol

Tha Dateclive, bavlog thus sarronod-

ed him, threw off disgukse. My man,!”
said he, “I ought to bave dune Lthis job
in your house., But T looked st the
worthy old geotleman, and his grey
haire, I thooght I'd spars bim ull ‘I
could. I havea warrant to arrest you
for forgery 1!\ . sl f Ay 3
"Forgery! arrest me for forgary 17
sald Robert Penfold, with amazement,
but Iitle émotion’é for hé hardly seem—
od to take it In, in ull Its horrible signl-
ficance.

The next moment; however, he turn-
ed pale, nod almost staggered under
the blow.

“We had better go to Mr. Wardlaw,"
sald he. *I enireat you Lo go Lo him
with me,"” J3 .

“Uau't'bo done,” snid the Deleotive,
“Wardlaw hus po!.hl_ugg to do/with it,
The bill Is slopped. ou are arrested
by thé gent that casbed it.  Here
ia the warrant; will yon'go guietly with
us, or mast-I put the darbiea on?’’

Robert “waa violently * agitated,
“There is no need to arrest me, he
cried; “Ishull not ran from my accu-
ser, Handaoff, T say. I'm n vlergy-
man of the Church of Eogisnd, and you
shall not'lay hands on'me."”

But one ol the policeman did luy
bands on him. Then the Reverned
Robert Panfold shook him farionaly
off, and, with one active bound, sprang
iato the middle of the road.

The ofMcera went at bim incautionsly,
and the head-detective, as he rushed
forward, recelved a heéavy blow on the
neck and faw, that sounded aloog the
street, and sent himrolling in the mud;

D X,
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BY CHAS,

‘| this was followed by a gquick sucoes-

slon of staggering Mecers, administerad
right and left, on the eyes and noses pi
the subordinates. ese,

Presson why yonng W

;Iiownva},_ |

him, by all that men hold sacred, to|
::;f::. at the oourt ms the prisoner’a

‘This letter almoat drove young Ward-

law mad.. He -and an-
toeoimnofloty G Kl
Ay ) thu Ams wes inexorable.

reven for the

{ ‘E!%:n Wardlaw. went
down {0 O : lf up
.Eumh, 3 ?nnﬁt‘lgumﬁgpﬁln

went n'r.\f'a A his s ‘ndtga{"r

ol 3 exa was thato!
2 wild beast in its den, g reat. |
leasly and down,

u
P _Bql_lﬁ his causion did £
the prisoner’s solicitar from ﬁ"‘f :
hlm@ﬂn‘a'morzﬂig{a" ven o'clog! h:

clerk slipped in at the heels of his
gcont, and coming to young Wardlaw's
bedslide, awoke him out of an nneas i
slumber by serving him with s sob-
pss 10 appear as Robért Pdnfold’s

eal,
This last stroke fijghed him, His
bodily health gave way under his men-
tal distress,  Gastrio. - in, and
he was lgllliitct’ulb)r ngindel-
irlam,while Robert , Penfold was being
tried at the Central Criminal Goors,
The trial occupled six hours, and
could easily be made: :alher interest-
ing, Buot,~for varlous redsons;” with
which it wounld not be good taste to
trouble the reader, we decids to skim
£ This fndictrdént odntained twbooumnts;
one for forging the nots of" hniidu the
?lhur lor uitering It, knowing it to be

s
r

On the firal count, the Crown was
weak, snd had 10’ encounter the evi-
dence of Undercliff, the distinguished
Expert, whosworethat the hand which
wrote. “*Robert. Penfold” waa not, in
his opinion, the hand that had written
the body of the Instrument, Ha gave
many minale reasons In sup of
this; and nothing of any weight was
advanced contra, The judge directed
the jory to scquit the prisoner on that
oonnt - - -~ =y
But on the

obarge of. uttering, the ev-

yaniege Lo the a:rl.lqnu t 8
tried in Eogland, and could nol be
heard in person, is hecould have o
in a foreign oourt ; abova all, hie resisf=
ancoto the cers ont the pro-
fumpton that he knew the nole bad
besn fo by someperson other, who
was p bly his omipli 1
The abgence of his witness, Wardlaw
‘Luio_r, was severcly commented on by
18 connsel; indeed, Ee appe to the
Judge to commit the said Wardlaw for
contempt -of - court, ' But Wardlaw
fedior was recalled, and swors that he
had left hig gon In a burning fever, nct
expected to live: and . d

gennine mollon, that nothing but '-'hlgh
sonsa of public doty had brought Aim
bither from bis dylng son's side,

He also rold thecourt that Authior’s in-
ability to clear bis friend nad really
been the first canse of his iliness, from
which he was mot expected Lo recover.
The jury consulled together = long
time; and, at last, brotght io & verdiot
of "Gullty”; butrecoommended him to
merey, on grounda whioh might falrly
bave been alleged lo favor of bis inno-
cenca; but, if guilty, rather sggravated
his orime, 43w . )
Then an offieer of the court, ingunired
In a sort of chant recitative, whether
the prisoner had anything (0 say whby
judgement. should not be given inm
acoordance with the verdiot, )
It is easy to divest words of (hair
meaning Dy false Intonation ; and pris-
oners in general receive this bit of sing-
song- in dend silence. For why? the
chantvonveysmoidea to thalr ears, and
they wonld 'ns scon think -of replying
to the notes of & guckooo,

But the Reverend Robert Penfol
was in a keen agony that sharpened
his sepses; he,caoght the sense of tHe
wordsinspite ofthe speaker and clung
wildy to the straw that monotonoos
machine Held out. ** {l Lord! my
Lord 1” haorled, **I'll tell von thareal
law is not
here! . Y

The judge put“up his hand with »
jostdre that enforced silence.” “Pris-
oner,"? gald he, *'I cannookt- go back (o
faots; the jory have dealt with them.
Judgment can ‘be arrested only on
grounds of law, ‘On'these you can be
beard. But {f'yod have none to offsr,
you must ba silent, and submit to
your.sentence;”” . He then,. withoot &
pause, proceaded to pointont'ths heln-
ous character of the offence, but ad-
uijtted there was ope mitigating ecir-
camstance; and, In conclosion, be gon-
demmned the eulprit to five years® penal
sarvitude.

Atthisths poor_wretch utlered n ory
of angulsh that was fearful, and clutoh-
ed the dock mnvnlnlval;{r; J

Now n prisoner rarely spanks to a
jodge without revolling bim by bad
law, or bad logle, or hot werds. Bat
this wild ery was innoeeni of all thess,
and wenl Biraight from the heart in tha
dock to the hearton the jadgment saat.
Aud eohis lordship’s volce trembled for
a momenf, snd then becama  firm
apgajn, but solemn’ "and I —
“But,” sald he, *'my experisnce’ télls

possibly be your Inst. T
fore ure my Inflaencs that you may not
ba amspofated with  more hardened
criminals, but may be sent ont of. this
conplry to anothar, wiire yon may. be-.
ginlife afresh,and intha murlaor Years
effgce, thik " dreadful . stini Giyg me
hopes' of you; begin your' repentance
where  now’yon sfand, ‘by bldming
yoursalfl, and no ol 'man. No man
constrained you Lo utter & 1o note,
and o receive the money ; it was found,
in your poksession, For such an ack
thers can be no defence inlaw, mortal-
ity, or raligion.” o et

These words overpowered the culprit.
He burat out crying . with = gréat .‘tro-
lence. " s

st'uugbhy composed all'of a'sudden;
and maid, “God’ forglve'lg’ll concerned

in this—bot one—baot ene.’”. | :

He then. bawed respeotiolly, and like
a gentleman, to the judge snd lhegnr ]
and walked oot of the docic wit o
air of a man who hn.l(:lnﬂgﬂad. with emo-
tion, and woald Iun to the gallows
now withont flinching. thlonshs
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