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Uncle Ben doesn't think of chunnil}ghiu
young tutor with hisgood fortuns?
“No, sir,”" returned Rupert brighten-
ing; “he promiscsto take me to Bae-
r to with himas his private siene

his mind the next alternoon to the pre-
judice of thut calt and studions repose
which the deserted sehool hiouse usunlly
muperindaced, und which had been so
fondly noted by MeKinstry and Unele
Ben. ™ The Jutter hind not arrived for his
usnal lesson ; it was possible that undae
attention limd been sttructed  to his
movements now that his good fortune
wis known; and the master was slone
wave for the ocensionul swooping inenrs
gion of a depredatory jay o search of
crumbs from the children's lunchvons,
who added apparently quernlous insult
to the larcenious act.  He regretied

tary or confidential clerk, you kuow
pf—ef—"" li¢: husitated neain with yery
un-Roport-like eaution, “ef thinge go ax |
he wants'ew,” He stapped uwkwunllf
and his brown eves becune clonled.
“Like ¢z not, Mr, igunl.hu'n only foulin'
me—qnd—himedr”  The boy's eyes
pottght the master's curiously,

“[jon't know about that,”
Mr, Ford uncasily, with a certsin
lection of Unele Ben's trinmph over his
awn ineredulity, “besurely hasn'tshown
himseld n fool or a hoaster 8o fur. 1eon-
sider your prospect a very fnir one, nn_d
1 wish you joy of [t, my boy."” He ran Liis
fingens through Rupurt's curls in hisold

twoen her knees, crossed her small feet
before her, and, albeit still in his lip,
looked the pictore of languid dejection,

“Muw ought to have more sense, and
vught to huve lit oot through the win-

w after me,'” she suid with a loxy sigh,
I-I;i!lllln‘ nin't in your line —it's oo
muel like them. That Seth's sure to get
even with yon," =

“I can ‘protect  mysell,”  he sald
haughtily,  Nevertheless he had s de-
pressing consciousness that bis lithe and
gracefol burden was somewhat in the
way of any herolc expression.
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furced him back to bis seat.  Then wi
ber locked bhunds aguin around his neck,
sl Jooked intently into bis face, The
varying colour dropped from ber cheeks,
bor eves  seemed to grow larger, the
sume logk of rapt absorption and posess-
ion that had so traustigured ber young
fuce ut the ball was fixed upon it now,
Her lips parted slighily, she seened to
wurmir rather than speak:

UWhat are these people to us?  What

about
He turned away, but had searcely pro-
cooded Bulf o dozen yurds before e felt
# tog ut bis coat,  Looking down be saw
the diminutive Johnny, “They’ll be com-
in’ home thith way,'" he sald, reae
up in o hoarse contldential whigper,
“Who "

"0rethy and "im."

But before the master conld make any
response to this presumubly gratifying
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Cressy's absenee from school that morn-
ing—indeed in his present vacilating
mood he bad felt that ber presence
would heve been irksome and embar.
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hiw at that eritical woment in the barn
bad not sinee been followed by the least
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“Well mir,” said Itupert, slightly re-
Johnuy yer, wints me to tell yo gome

s dimples and bis readiness,

Ilien L ealeulated to tell Paw that yoo
e mvnmluriuf nlong Just before Maw
sopped in, und that [ skedaddled to join
Musters.  Of course,” she added gnickly,
tightening her hold of the mnster as he
waule g sudden attewpt ot withdrawal,

wear that e wis in the barn with me, | g the clearing beiors the school house.

SE[ this nin't the singlerest thing,
miss,” b said, and then  stopped  &ud-
denly. A faint noise in the school house
like the gound ol splintered wood ut-
tracted his attention, The mnster was
evidently there, 11 o wos alone he
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] think air," sa.

in'—for oncl—that Johnny ain't lying,

alwaysrunnin’after you—" hie stopped,
and reddening with a newbaorn sense

into n glaring indelieacy towards tho
master, I:urrimﬂ;b added: “I mean, sir,
that mebbe it's
of now that he's got _rich enough
Cresay to lie vhim, andknowin’ he comes
to gehool in the afternoon perbaps—""
“Tain't either]" broke in Jolinny
promptly. “Theth's over ther beyond
the thehool, and Crethy's eatin' ithe
eream at the bakerth with Unele Ben,"
SWell mnppose she is, Beth dont know
if. siliy ! ‘answered Rupert sharply.
Then more politely to the master: “Thata
it! Soth has seen Uncle Ben gullivanting
with Cressy and thinks he's bringing her
over yer, Don't you see 1" j
Thie master however did not seo but
one thing. The girl who had only two
days ngo mn'lmlr left it to him toex-
plain o compromising situation to her
mother—this girl who had precipitated
him into a frontier fight to the peril of
his position and her good name, waa
calmly eating ices with an available suit-
or withont the least concern of the past!
The conpection was perhinpa illogical,
but it was unplesant, It was the more
awkward frowm the fact that ho fancl
that mot only Rupert's beantiful eyes,
but even the infant Johnny's round
oned were fixed npon him with an em-
barassed expression of hesitating and
foreboding sympathy,

“1 think Jolnny beljeves what be

SIS says—ilon't you, .I'ohm}y';;" l;'e i.mill.-d.l
DS OF with an assumption of cheerful ease,

“l_iu' Kmm.{!:sl‘asn Jn*fﬁ‘n; .mn WORE | hut | m}] no necessity ;]t‘m yell. l{ar bind-
[ A ot A Ll ing Seth Davis overto keep the peace,
BUTE kﬂ%‘&'ﬁ%‘rﬂ%mum Tell me about yoursel, Kupe, 1 hope

[‘l:l Rupert, "'that allow- i

mebbe it's Cressy MeKinstry that Seth's | still g
wuntin! round, ind knowin! that shu's | her, ‘comel

ed | foreed defence of the harn, - Seth's out-

atimaey 7
“Come,”  she continged  tenderly,
langing however unensily arouni

|

jons in the ground caused by the sub-

nele Ben he's jealons | sidenee of the earth from hidden springs | to
for | and the uprooting of one ar two of the | we'll tlk aboyt that afterwards,” gaid
ien she had foreed him | Uncle Ben advancing,

larger trees, W
down this deeliyity below the level of the
needlesstrewn forest floor, she seated him
upon A mossy roat, and shaking out ber
skirts in n half childlike
way, comfortably ll!l‘ltl!li
lap, with ler arm snpplementing the
clrm:ing briid nround his neek,

“Now hark to me, and don't holler so
loud," she said, wurning his face to bher
questioning eyes. “What's gone of yon
anyway, Riggor boy ¥ It whould® Le
premised that Cressy's terms of endenr-
ment were mainly negro dialectical,
reminiscences of Lier briel babyhood,
her slave nurse, and the only playmate
sho hid ever known,

Buill implacable, the master coldly ro-
peated the counts of his indictment
against the girl's strange indierence
and still mrunﬁcr entanglements, wind-
Inﬁ up by setting forth the wholo story
of his interview with her mother, his ed-

gpoken nccusation, and their gilent and
furious struggle inthe loft, Bnt if e
had expected that this daughter of &
south-weatern fighter would Getmy any
enthusiam over her lover's participation
in ane of thelr characteristic fends—if he
fooked for any fond praise for his own
rowess, he was bitterly mistaken, She
cosened her arm from Lis neck of her
own accord, unwound the braid, and

linlf coquettish | you talk of p
hersell in his | erty, mebbe y

'[I'I

‘1 ain't do'in no slieritt's pose business
ust now, bt I reckon o kev

» my hnnd
n fiir enull’ to parteet other

iulkn' PO

We'll e more” pamiort-| erty," headdid with a signifiecant glance
able in the hollow, It's anly a step.” | at the broken lock of the desk.

Still holding him by ber braid she half
that his fatal truthfoloess had led Bim|led, hall dragged him away., To the|exy
right was one of those sudileén depress- | with ye!

" gald Seth in snarling

“Hon Dabne
¢ JrI'I hain't got no quar'll

postulntion,
i

“Then hand me over whateyer you
ok just now from teacher's desk and

“I tell ye I hain't got no quar'll with

ye, Uncle Ben," continued Seth, retreat-

ing with a malignant sneer; "and when
retin' other folks prop-
better protect your n'm‘

o

'

No remudy was near, Before morning
the poor little suflerer wus dend. Moral:
Alwiys keep Dr. Acker's English Remn-
ody ot hand.  C, R. Govtze, R, B, Bart,
C. Menkemeller, Togin & Co, b
bbbt i

Anz you made mwseraole by Tndiges-
tion, Constipation, Dizziness, Loss of
Appetite, Yellow Bkin? Bhiloh's Vita-
liser Is o positive cure, :
Wy will yon cough when Bhiloh's
Cure will give immediate relief,  Price
10 ota,, 50 cts. nnd .

A Nasar Injector froa with each bottle
ol Shiloh's. Catarrh Remedy, Price 00
cents.  Sold by W. E. Willlnma and C.
Menkemiller. DAW-ROW

—or what ye'd like to eall s
pur'llin’ with the man that's helpin' ye.
ve got yer the proofs that that soeak-
ing" hound of a Yankee school master
that Cress MeKinstry's hell bent on,
nnd that the old man and old woman are
jast chiuekin' into her arms, isa lyin',
black-hearted, hypoeritical sedyeer—"

“gtop!" eajd Uncle Ben in a volee
thnt made tho orasy easewent ratle,

He strode towanls Seth Davis, no
longer with his habitunl careful, hesi-
tating step, but with a tread that seemod
toshake the whole schaol room. A
single dominant olateh of his powerful
right hand on the young man's breast
foreed him backwards into the vacant
chair of the master.  Hin usually florid
face had grown ng grey ns the twilight;
his mennelog formin a moment filled
the lttle ronm and darkened the wind-
aws. Then insame inexplieable resctian
his figure slightly d;tmred. he laid one
Leavy hand tremblingly on the desk,
and with the other aflvcted to wipo his
mouth after his old em fashion,

“What's that yon were sayin' o'
Cressy 2" he said huskily.

putting her two little Lands clasped bo-
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