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CHAPTER XV,
BTELLA BETUHNS,

When Stella had told Crawiord she

~ hoped he might neyer cross ber path or

darken hor life ngain, he, without mak-
inga uign or spesking a word in reply,
lels the hotal for a long walk, taking

- Mylos Nowbury us his compunion. For

many & wile they sped, tho high winds

~ tearing post them, buluting their

- cheoks and flapping the capes and cors

nors of Whelr macintoghes, eharp, wud-

den showers blowing in their faces, the
roar of the sen continuonsly ‘in' thelr

TR :
It was long befora the earl epoks, for
hiy mlod was dwelling on the scens in
which he had spted so painful, and at
. onp time what eecmed so dangerous a
rolo. It wns necesenry, ho nssured
himeell, to part with Stolla, first be-
‘gauge he bad grown weary 'of hor, and
secondly sho would injure his

rospedts, and therefors she muat go.

i‘n- his heart he hud no pity for tho

wornnn o had wrongod; ho had no re-

" morso for the part he lad played.

After awhile he sought to digmias the
dlspgroeable picture of what had just

agsed from fiia thoughts, and to con-
ruru np another and a Erluiztor by henr-
ny more of Sawuel Gubby and his
daughtor.

On their return to tho hotel, that
which the earl hud uxﬁauuwd and degired
had happened; Stellu had  departed,
Whero she had gone, or what ehe had

uq:osml doing, did not now trouble

'giun she was not there to upbrald or to

implare, and her future, which could not

touch or elash with' hie, no longer con-
carned him. e was relieved by hor
absence, wnd grateful for the  dell-
cacy that suggosted u hasty rémoval,

Bhe had ever shown conslderation for
% hvis feclings and defersnce towards his

tautos, and go much could not be suld of

eyvory wouitn he bad enconntered,

Whilst he had been cat, Stells, who
~ was steoped in misery, left desolate and

covered with shume, determined to
leavo him at ounce, and to raturn to her
home. She had decpived her father in
hig trustfulnoss, bt he would not de-
gort lier iu her moed; and now whon
ber heart wos  broken, she longed to
ghed tears of penitonce upon hls breast,
and to feel his protecting arms round
her, Hustilvehe drossod horself in the
clothos she liad worn the morning sho
quitted her peaceful homs, determinod
to leave bohind all those for which sho
woe indebted to the man who had
wronged her; and ghe felt glad to know
gho had in hoer possession oenough
money of her own as would carry ber
to Howetroo.

With a thick vell drawn across a face
gwollen and red with tears, she quietly
lelt the hotel, and walking down the
pier entered the saloon of the boat,
which, in ashort time, would Jeave for
Folkstone, She sat in the darkeet cor-
ner sho could find, listening warily and
apprehensively to the footstops on
‘deck, and to every volce that sounded
‘{in hor eara.  For her only desire now
waslto cscape,and whe feared that Craw-
_fur:.f might gtrive to prevont her.  Even
in tho midst of her norvous dread eho
know that was improbable,_ but what
¢ould Have been more unexpected than
what had tuken placo that day?

But if ho did not seek her Nowbury

* might, and she shrank from contact
~with bim, with whom ghe believed hor
tronble originated; or agnin it might
bu that Arthur Ferrars would journey
hotnewards by this boat, |nd[fu froth
her manner something terrihle had

= lappened, wonder that she was unuc
companied by Orawford, and canclude
that to shield him she had lied. And
go whilat she sufered agonies of fear
the lltnu{muud, her senses strained for
pounds of familar ateps or voleos, her
hend aching from the confined smell of
the saloon and the rocking of the Loat,
helr heart weighed by the load of her

rinf,

; ‘It peomed an oternity befora tho
‘stenmer loft Boulogne harbor and ot
out into the stormm-lashed son. A seneo
of rolief fell upon her when thoso
whose presence she dreaded had not
appearod, Dimly and darkly her futare
rose before hoer, but the confusion of
her mind way 8o gront sho could not
analyze or moet it; hor one great long-
ing was to gain tho ghelter of tlie home
‘and the protoction of the fathor she

* hud so lighitly and so hopefully aban.

1 doned.

. Tho pnsaage acrogs the channel took
donble its usual time becanse of tho
roughness of tho weather, How she
ovor made the journey to Howstree shio
cottld pever after distinctly remomber;
but vague recollections remalned ol the
orowded platform at Charing Cross
gtation lato in tho evening; of bein
driven across London, the atreots o
which looked black and deselate in tho
drenching rain and undor o canopy of
ominous clouds; ol staying at n railway
station hotel whore ehe passed a rost-
lous nnd foverlsh night; nod of sotting
forward on the last stago of bior journey
on the following midday. ‘

It was far advaveed ju the allernoon
when she roached the nenrcat station”
to Howatreo, lloro her desiro wos to
gucnpo nolice, and with her thick veil
down and her cloux drawn olosely
round hor sha left tho atation, resolved
to walk lomowards slowly, so that it
mhight be dark whon . elio reached hor
tathor's cottago,

Htunned as her mind was she could
not refrain froin making compariaona
between the nfternoon ol her return
nnd the morning whon she had left to
become the wife of him abe loved. The
thought was maddening and she know
auch roflectious must bo banishiod il ahe
would ratain consclousnoss until aho
roachod hier gonl, Yot overy step of tho
way tauntod her with momories of a

ait whose unclonded happinoss and
oyolls [reodom from care, come what
tilght, could return no moro,

1o misory which had befallen her
had struck ot hor strongth, whioh was
{furthormore exhnustod by imr Journoy
anil by want of that food she had found
{t impomiblo to take, Ho that the fve
milea walk' triod bor, and it was with
slow and woary ntepn thie last: part of
it wae ‘travorsod. On coming within
sight of tho church tower her hoprt
anik and hor sengon well nigh desorted
hor; aho eat by the roadsido and waitod
thl who Lind partially rocovered, Then
pho stropglod forward until the rod
Yrlok chilnnoys of hor fathor's cottage
wore within vlew, whon strung to ree
nowod offorts she linstonod onwards,

Arriving at the white wall dividing
tho Ilttle gardon from tho rondway ahe
puuged and looked through the win.
dow, the blinda of which were not
drawn, Tho roomn wan Illzhlml by n
lamp on the contro tablo; sonted at
which wan her futhor, quite aloto awd
rouding  Thero waw the wawmy deur
round-sbiouldorod figure olad {u iy
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ahabby coat, his iron gray hair touch.
ing his collar, his calin pale face bent
in the old familiar attitude above his
book, EBhacould see no more
of (he tears that rushed into her sycs,
Guiding hepseli by the wall' she molse-
lossly thrust forward and ghuo the listle
gardon gate, aud wulkinﬁ noftly up the
pathway opened tho deor which ne
usual wos on she laieh. Then crossing
tho tiny ball, in another speond ahe
ftood upon tho threahold of the liuiuﬁ
room pnd uttered one word: "“Father!

With a  start the schoolmaater
dropped his book and rose tromulously
to his feet; then with an exclamation
that expressed love, joy and wonder he
rushed lorward and clasped ber in his
army, kissing ber burnipg face and
presying her to hig beurk “'Stella, wmy
Htelle, my dear child, my iiitle one,"
he murmured fondly, his volce express:
ing his delight, for hia eves were too
diin to sec the heart-breaking eadnoss
of her conntenance,

"I have come baok," she said be.
twean her gobs, “'T have come back to

“Hut not alono " he auggoestaed, looks
ing forwards in expectution of sesing
auother figure.

"Quite nlone,"

YHut whero is timur husband "' the
sehoolmaster asked, something In the
tones of her voico stariling him,

“Lhave no husband," she roplled
with trambling lips.

“Dead "' ¢ried the old man in terror,

“No," she whisperad, hiding her face
on his shioulder whilst sho tried to re
Pruau the storm ghaking bLer frame.
‘He—he docoived me; our marriuge
was a mockery; he has grown tired of
me and coet me ofl.”

Jagob Belwyn could not at firat real.
izo the gonge of her words, but when it
broke upon him his firit thought was
ouo of pity for her, “My poor child,
my own darling, did the scoundrel dare
to wrong you? O God, that such a vil-
lain ahould live,” he said, tightening
his arms around her ag if to protect her
against the world aud Lo shelter hor in
hid heart,

"Oh, father, T loyed him once only
too well," she said betwesn her sobs
“and I thought mysell his wifo until
the hour I leit him, Yon belieye me—
you belleve that?"

"“Yes, Btella, I know yon would not/do
wrong. Tho sinig not yenrs, but his,
and he will reap its punishment—the
scoundrel "

“Dan't talle of that, dear.”

“Ihank God you have come back to
me,” he replied, kissing hor onee more,
"Oh, tbhat I wero noar the villain, I
would take hia life, Such vermin
shiould not be permitted to live,” |he
eried out his eyes bright from excite
mant, his usually pale fave tughed with

‘anger, big limbs trombling from emo-

tion,

tolla sank fnto o chair exhausted,
and her father seeing how worn and
woary she looked brought ber wine
which he foreed bor to drink, and food
which be forced her toeat,  Thv woman
who attended on his own modeat wanty
had gone howe for the night, and no
one hiad seon Btella eater the cottuge
Then he throw some wood upon the
fire, for the evening was raw and damp,
and made ber sit in his own great chair
beaide the hearth.

The ruddy glow of the blaze fell
warmly on the familiar walls, and glis-
tened on the glass of the old engravin
and wood worked pletures, und T.ingaﬁ
the ‘Imlo, earnest face whose eyca were
fixed anxiously upon her. All re
mained untouched and unaltered os
whon ehe had left; all that had hap-
Eanad ginee her departure might have

een @ droam, from which this was the
tardy awakening,  Would it had been
a drenm, and but o terrible roality.

Prosently when ghe had laid nainfn her
bonnet and cloak, nnd had somewhat
musterod tho choking sensation in her
throat, she told her father the history
of her life elnce elie bad quitted his
home; told him of her journey to Lon-
don; of bt‘]l:fg met at the station by
Crawford and driven throngh a wilder-
nese of closs streats and busy thorough-
fares, until they arrived at that dark
and gloomy houge he callod his own,
where o man dressed ns a parson
awnited them and read the marringe
seryicu; of their doparture for Switzer-
land and their travels through forcign
lands L

Then sho dwelt sadly on the evening
of their arriyal at,Milan and his re-
celpt of a certaln letter, from which
timo his manner had changed towards
hor; sho mentioned thelr atay in Paris,
and finally she spoke of that misorable
day at Boulogne, wher ho told hor aho
was not his wife; of her fruitless appeal,
of the arrival of Arthur Forrars, and of
the falso statement she bhad made to
lhim.

“You should have told Arthur the
truth, and let him give the sconndrel
the chinstisement he descrved,” enld the”
schoolmaster, whose agliation acarco
permitted him to apeak,

“But there would hava boen blood-
shod and I would not havo the friend
who songht to avenge me injured; nor
yot the man who wronged mo,"”

Y1 will find him mysolf, and give Lhim
the ponishment ho desorves fromn o
father's honds,” Jacob Belwyn eaid,
pacing the room backwards and for.
wards, forgetiul of his ago and lack of
strongih in hig rightoons desire to
bring the botrdayor to book. Thon
pausing, he asked, “Where Is Arthur
now "

"I don’t know,"” answared Btolla, ndd-
{ng aftor o pause, "I cannot boar to sco
him agnin, Only now, whon I mysell
have beon decoived, do 1 realiza tho
wrang I did him, No, wo must moet
no more. Nomare,” and tnars streanmed
down her choaks,

‘'He would not resent vour leaving
him, ho would only pity you, my doar
child=my poor Btolln,"

“But don't you understand, fathor,
that bis pity would be hardest to bear,”
gho erled onty

“Bit I daro aay you will have to moot
him somo day."

“Nor neceasarily," sho roplied.

“Ilow 8 that Stolla?”

" Bocause, donr father, I don't intond
to remain hore."

“Whore would qou go?" ho asked,
anxlously.

“Anywhere inte the world whoro 1

ment, 'Thore, at gl evonts, I can kepp

fecret. )
nﬁ"And you would lsave ma?'! the
gahoolmngter sald ru%mhtult!v.

Bacause it would besp for you,
dear,” gho replied, strlving to be brave
when most tempted to be weak,

“Stolls, my dear," he said tenderly,
a4 sitting bekide bep ho took her hands
in bis, “'vou are the only child I have
lﬂ love in all the world, and without
von lifo would bo more cheerlasy than
tho grave,”

8ho flumg hor arms round his neck
and kisged him migain and again. "It
was for your sake, dear, us much as my
own, I tuau;iln of leaving you," she re.

lln&, #hut if you wish it T will remain
1ero and we ahallnot bo parted. Per-
haps it is best Tshonld bear what I de-
arve,”

HNﬂ
panlali.
added,

ear.”

What do you meoan, father?' she
naked, gulping down hor toars,

“That yon and I will go sbroad into
tho worlx and begin life anew,”

“No, dear, I cannok accent the sacril-
fice,” she rejoined. *'1 conld not inks
you awsy from thig peacoful yillage
which yon love, from the olid college
friond who 14 to yon ns & brother, from
the kindly nslghﬁun who eateem you

ou, from all you hold dear, in order to

ring you into a strange ‘wnr[d and
amongst strange peoplo. No, dear,
am not go gelfish nd that.”

“Put yon are more to mo than friond
or nelghbor.”

“Lwall lill{ bere with you," ahe an-
swerad calmly,

“No, Btella, now whon you have told
me the pain it would cost you, I would
not have you remain.. Togather we will

o into the world, where nono will
ﬂnow ol the wrong you have suifored,
whero o new life, and perhape o hap-
pier, will open befara us, in which the
past may be blotted from your memory,
or rememberad as @ tronbled dream,”

“How brave and unselfish you are,
father, and how weak and nngrateful 1
have been,” sho answered, striviog to.
smile upon him,

“No, dear, not unselfish, for it would
pain me to Bee you slighted or made to
gullor hore: und then I should not be
separatod from yous e you sge Tam ut-
torly gelflsh aftor all.

‘But this sophistry could not decelvn
hor, nor conld his gontle amile hide the
puin it songht to conceal, Knowing
what this determination muat have go-
cratly coat him, ghe wud overcome by

ratitude and romorse, and laying hur
ﬁaud on his brenst ghe eobbed like n
child, He did not seck to check her
tears, knowing they would relieve hor
heart, and not until they had  almost
ceased to flow did he say: "“We muat
never part azain, Stelln,”

“Nover," sho said, "so long aa God in
1is merey will leavo us together."

Then they sat by the fire, side by
side, na in the olden time befors the joy
of that new love which hod so soon
turneld to misery had filled hor hoart;
muking plans for the future and pictur-
ing to themselves the life that lay be-
fora them. Yot nothing did they imag-
ine #o eventful whors much must bo of
hﬂ:pou, as that whick afterwards befel
thom,

we shall nat be parted,”! ho ro
and then aftor a stroggle he
vbut you naed not remain here,

CIHAPTER XV,
THR KEW ZARL RETURNS.
On his retarn to London the new onrl
of Redfriars drove to the rooms recont-
ly ocenplod by his brother. No un-

lsasant thoughts of the truznd[y which
ﬁntl oceurred there hindered him from
taking posscsnon,  Woary of hotel life,
he contemplated gettling down here in

eace, Ile had neither npartments nor
wnbitatlon of hig own, and he was awaro
thgt big brother's flat, which was leased
E;r the next two years, was comforta-

o,

On his arrlyal he was met by his

brother’s servant, Whyman, a tall,
grave man of more thau middlo age,
with o well set, upright figure, dark,
clean-shaven face, and stendy brown
eyes, oxpressing force, reflection and
reserve, By arreogemont with Myles
Nowbury he had remalned as caretaker
of hig late meater's rooms until the
coming of the new earl, who had the
aptlon of retaining his sorvices, A telo-
gram having propared him for the re-
turn of Lov frlars, Whyman had
pot all things in order; fires blaved in
dining, sitting and Lod rooms, the din-
nor table was lald, ond that meal al-
roady ordered from o neighborlug rea-
mur?t.
Redfrinry, being songitivetosurround-
ings, was plensed by these attentions,
The loak of warmth, the alr of snug-
ness, the appearince of solld comfort
wore most agroeable fo him alter the
¢hlll statelinoss, dreary splendor and
dranghty spacionsncss of foreign apart-
monta.

“Dinner ready, Whyinan " Rodiriars
paid, looking round with satisfuction.

“It will Le served lmmediastely, my
lord,” the man answered, and then
nolsoleasly disappoared. :

By the time tho earl had changed his
clothos the soup was on the table, and
thon followed a moal such ns was sure
to commeand itaolf to a travelor, light,
dainty and appetizing, The wines woro
woll selected and the elgara whicl
Whyman produced were of excellant
brand. The new peor thoroughly en.
joyed himeell and strotohed his' logs
under the tuble with an nir of satielac-
tion, a8 he roflected that his brothor
had done o wise thing in romoyving him-
gell from the path of ome who could
battor flll bls plice.

Physically they had boen as wmuch
aliko na twing; their beight, bulld, com-
ploxion, and (.[dit boing so slmilae that
one wag continually mistakon for the
othor, much to the elder man's displons-
ure. Bat horp all rosemblance betwoeon
tham ended ; for mentally and morally
thoey ware ng divorse ns the poles. Thero
was little to recommend and much to
condewmn in the charactor of the prosent

ger, Hoopticalin all things ho had
ittle bellel in the virtue or honor of
man or woman, Belflshnoss being the
dominant noto in his nature ho had
nover hosltated to infllet on othors the
paln or misory which he shrank [rom
onduring himeelf, Rockloss in his px-
travaganco ho l}nd:plungud daoply Into
dobt, caraloas of to-morrow and 1te eon-

am unknown, By my own foollah net 1
have out mysell adrellt from my happy
and {nnocont past,  No eno horo would
belleve my ntnr,v;nr If they did they
would mock me for thlukinﬁ‘.l had war
riod above my siation, omen Ara
ariel to ench ather, eapacially in sucha
cano ng mine, Tho girla I once played
with are hnnp{ wives, and bonored
mothora, whilst I<whilst 1" aho cov-
ored lior fico, and hor sontence romaine
ol unfinlshod.

"My poor chilld, you mlstakej no ono
wotld bo #o black-hoarted an you image
{ng, thoy vould not, they dare no, In
solt you,”

“You judga people too gently, father,
1 could not mnr to bﬂnrlhl}l'lm upon
yon, who ato respocted and loved by
ovorybody, nor conld 1endure the cons
tompt or compasslon of thoso who waero
onco my frionds. Anything but that—
anything but that." i

Dt what wotld you do, Btolla?"

“Go qulotly away tosmorrow or noxt
tlnr. 0 ono noud know my sloryy wo
will Tot thom think 1 ran Yown lrom'
town o aeo you for n few houts, and)
that I have gone baek to him: 1 ean
foaet or Ieaiework, and no doubt, 1n
London 1 Il.lllbl:lll flod womn umpfw-'

o 1o long as he roaped enjoy-
mont bo-day,

Tho late Lord Redfriara had beon
gravo and thoughtful from his youth;
glvon to study, intorested n sclenco,
Ehihml.hruhlu. No acandal had ovor

oon nspoclatod with his name; ho had
injured no man; wralmﬁd no womnan,
Hoon after his thirtloth year he liad
suceoedod his spendthrift father, and
muounl:lnﬂftlw rongnmlbllily of his
sasltion and the embarrassod state of

{# nlfnirs ho bad atrlven hard by re-
tronchment to llft the heavy lead of
debt from liin anceatral nores, Ilia
natural love of retiremaent, his Indiflor.
¢nca to luxury, his hatred of display
rondorad: thia tank more ensy of accorm-
plishment fo him than to an Individual
of n dilleront dlaposition; yoi for one
man to undo what gonorationy tml done,
was a difflenlt tnek:  Thore Was hopo,
howover, of oventunl succoss, nnd it
oatild not linve boon olthor doprossion
ar dedpuiron thin gound that had driven
it to tho terelblo ack by whioh ho lad
onded hin i

Tho doed wis so ot of keaping with
Lin ohnkactor, wo wholly unllko what
wight iayo boen expooted of him, that

b tes donbte had risen 1o his Droth-

er's mind pa to whether the murder
was sell-inflioted or not, But on this
Eulnl noither the dogtors no# the Aur

ad hesitated; the manner in whic
the pissol wound had been Inilieted
clearly poingad to suleide; thers was no
motive for murder percoptible, nona
could bg supposed or imagined, nor
gonld the net’ have been comimnitted
without the knowledge of Whyman, o
falthiul aud devoted servant

Was there mystory hera? Why had
the lato lord, ata momept when he had
the proapect of @ happy murringe with
the girl f:u loved, and when his economy
and manpgoment were bearing fruit on
the estatos—why had he taken hig lifa?
Was thers gomé spectre of the past
which ho dreaded? Surely not, for his
life had been hlameless, \as there
sught in his future he feared so mugh
aa to make him floe from ita coming?
Buoh thoughts and c‘umluuu continuls
ly presentad thomsolyoes before hig aue.
cegsor's mind; not that the later cared
mnch, whether remorse or torror or
mﬂ'aring had besot his hrother and
driven him to a desparate end, but that
gome vagus ldea continually  haunted
him, that whutever it was that had cast
ita shadow on tha dend man's path and
sxorcised so terrible an eftoct, night
gome doy ull unexpectedly crogs his

own,

Even s ho lay back in his chair ens
joying his nfter-dinner cigar, and dwell.
ing on his promising future, sunch

I | thoughta beget i, nnd to escape [rom

them he rose and enterod the sitting
room. Tho flat was sitnated on the firat
floor of one of those grey, eolidly built
houses arected two hundred yoars ago
in Hanover squure. The spartment
boasted that spaclonsness and loftiness
unknown to modern manalons; cellings
wnd ‘eornices were elabnrutu‘r orngs
mented; the walls covered with oak
pneling, lortunately preserved from
fhe deseeration of the paint brush, the
windowa high, narrow, and deeply re-
oesred,

An antmosphere pervaded them auch
ns became their sge and associntions,
Histories they suraly had of pnramount
intareat to those who figured In them,
but all forgotien naw. Generations
had entered and quitted life within
their prechicts; the walls had heard
strango tales, had echosd with lnughter
and wsong; the windows, like great
gtaring eyes, had gazed on many 'a
changing scone, Ghosts may have, in
the dull wotehes of the ;,uhl thronged
the wide passages, or glded throngh
thoso heayy doors with their deep
mountings of tarnished brass,

The long and narrow sitting room
which Lord Kedfriara entered was
lighted by atandard lampe, clusters of
candles and by a bright ire blazine in
the broad grate beneath a noble chim-
uu{-niaca of white marble, time-
stained and dolicately carved with
wrotiths of flowars upheld by corpulent
Cupids, and gatyrs eternally laurlnr at
scantily clad nymphs. Abovo, in a
magsive gilt frame, hung o portralt of
tho eloventh earl, who had so royally
wasted his gubstance in roisterous liv-
ing; facing him, on the opposlte slde
of t‘m wall, was hig long-suffering wife,
Curtaine of {aded brown velvet wore
drawn neross windows and doors; woll-
gtocked book shelvea fllled recesecs
made by the projecting fireplace; an
eacritoire black with nge stood cloge b{
and beyond were cabinets rich in old
Italian carving, thelr tops supporting
terra cotia statuettos und Belgian pot-
tory, whose deep blue color and quaint
graceful shiapes stood out against the
gombro background of the paneling,

Notwithstanding the yellow light
stroamiug {rom the lamps and candles,
and the ruddy reflection from the firs,
the apartment had something gloomy
in its appearanco that depressed its
ocenpant, He sat down in a great high-
backed armad chalr beside the hearth,
and emoked and thought, Little trafle
pasalng through tho square no sound
disturbed the eflence of thefenrly nizht,
gave the melancholy chinfing of the
clock of Bt. George's chiuroh! ¥'IIB world
might be asleep or dead for all slgny it
gave of life or wuking.

Though the burning coals threw ant
the heat, Redfrinrs was conscious of a
chill; there was somothing ley in the
atmosphore. He strove to recall the
sonan of satiefaction he had recontl
folt, but deep depression erept over nnﬁ
envaloped him ns in a mlat.  What was
ita canse or its nature, lie could not
slate; it wue undefined, vogne, {rresiat-
ible. Hlis mind promwptly scouted all

he poured oub 4 glass and drank itat &
draught. The liguid warmed and ehoars
od him, and ho walked up and down the
roow by way of regaining his composs
ure, finally gtanding befors the books
ﬂmvu and taking down sowe volnmes
looked at them carelegsly, They wers
not sueh as he would read, Herodotus
and Plato In the original, Montalgoe's
Fasays, Waldon's Lifa of Morean, snd
the Vicar of Wakeflald had no attrac-
tion for him, Mechapically he wenj to
one of the old cabineta und pulled ou
drawer, when his eyes fell upon a platol,

He bad no doubt it wua the weapon
with which hig brother had taken b
life; It fuscinated him o that he could
not remove his eyes from it, nud with a
trembling hand he took it fram its st
ing placa. Tho smoke of that Ingt shot
atill tarnished the brightness of the
barrel; bower down was a stain whore
gome blood clat or brain tissne may
Euvu lain, As he grasped the rovolyer

o experlanced o wild horror, confusion
of mind, and slckness of hear!, such as
the dead man might have felt when his
norvous elutch closed upon tha handlo
for the lnst time; and, involunturily,
Redfriars, having a {inger on the trig-
aor raised the pistol slowly to hisfore:
head untll the cold stesl touched his
left temple. Then, dropping it, he
turned away, torror-strickon at the act,
oold parspiration voaing from his body,

He drank more brandy, li§ a closter
of candles on the chimnoy place, and
threw some coals upon the flre,  Preg-
ently, holookod at tho escritoire which
Newbory had, with some other arti-
cles, sealed up, until the new earl's re-
turn, and gtanding before it he said, "I
may find there the traces of the secrot I

tor may hotray the fear which drove
him to doath, To-morrow I will begin’
my search.” —
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