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boyeots. It will, therefore; lie seen that1C any measure Is advanced which will
tend to> l«iinoik evils bo apparent fromtheme, dlstrubances, wc should advocatethem In common Interest. .Therefore, I
recommend friendly arbitration as a
means to bo employed for a settlementof all Industrial' disputes arising betweencapital and labor In West Virginia.

EIGHT HOUR LAW.
In view of the. large number of men

employed In \Vrfst Virginia and in all of
the states of the Union, and owing to
ffiO' large number of labor-saving machines/now In active operation, and
many other well known causes, which
are constantly reducing the opportunitiesfor the employment of our people,wherebythey can earn an honest Hying,by honest toll, I most earnestly recommend,the enactment of a law by whichelfirht hniirn nltnll 1m» ....
working day* thifttffhourthej state of
"West Virginia. ; V

;-'%£MINING' INDU9TPJKS.
Thp growth-or the mining Industry In

this state during the past slxtejn'.'yeurshas been so rapid that the public mind
has barely kejit abreast of the, ph'enom-.enal tfcvelqjhnAnt. In jho staple co;n-'mefce/of this state. Since the'eslabllshmentof this department, the state's
annual product of» coal has- Increasedov^r 11,000,000 tons; 200 more mines havebeeriopened, and 17,000 more men'fl^demployemen.t at the rplues.\y(th this Increased tonnage, and with24,000 men now employed, It -Is but a
natural course In events that many per-'sorjs will be, both .Injured and killed.Thg. recp^ds" confirm this, anil to analarming extent In 1S5.1. '6,000" men'
were employed and 2,505,506 tons of coalweredug with a loss of twenty men, bt4
one man for each 140,278 tons of coal
produced: In 1890, 11,300 men were ernployed^lnthe production of 4;183,2S6tonsof coal, with a loss of,thirteen men. or
one-man for each 321,791 tons. It) 1893
the mines had Increased In ntimber to
200,-and 17,000 men were employed In. the
production of 9,758,95)1 tons of coal With
los/j,of fceV*nty-two irfen'k'llled, or o'ne
mah for each 135,542 tons produced. In
1835, the number of men killed was
eighty-three, or one for each 119,013 tons
of coal mined; In-1890. there were slxtyfotjr,men'killed,. or one man for each
188,476 tons of coal mined; In .1807, sixtytwomen were-killed, or- one^fcir: each
188,643 tons, and In 1808, there were
eighty-seven men killed, Irt. the productionfrcm over 300 mines of] H.2*J4.865
tons of coal, or one man killed for each
1C4.308 tons of coal prpducptl. In fact,
during the past six years, 427 inori lmve.
found death at the mines In tills state,
and the records show that a great Inany
of these plight have been prevented had
certain regulations been observed.
The mines in the state now number

over 300, and their combined capacity is
-0,000,000 tons of coal per year.
A careful study has been made of the

causes of accidents, as may be observedfrom the two reports made to me
by the chief mine inspector, whose
opinion Is, as well as the opinion of
each of the district Inspectors, that it is
necessary to enact some specific' laws
regulating the conduct of persons employedin the mines of this state,, in orderto further add to tht? safety of the
men, and reduce the number of'fatalities.
During the past two years, the chief

mine Inspector informs me. there have"
been nine.accidents due to carelessness
In -handling-powder in the mines; 100'
accidents,by..the inlaacars, hilling elgh-
teen men; 171) accidents dtie to falls of
slate, killing; eighty-two, men, and one
totality by a gas explosion. Of the
eighty-seven persons killed the past,
year, there were.only 'seven, Inquests
held In the'state. Inquests should alwaysbe held upon each death resulting
from accident In the mines.
Tile four district lnstpectorrvhaVe odchuubui stventy-live mines to Inspect, and

to visit each minr» four times per year,
occupies all of tliclr time. Many suggestionsare made by the inspectors for
the prevention of accidents, but by reasonof there being no law. :to enfol:co
such suggestions, they are.infrequently
complied with.
The.ventilation' °f Home o£ the; minen

Is'.defective, and to remetVy <hiii; 4 inn
Informed, the break-throughs In the
mines should be placed with more regularity,and at some specified distance.
The.oil used In kn'any mines, the chief

inspector informs me, produces excessivevolumes of Htnoke, mUch tb the Uisi
comfort of the miners.
The" method oE timbering In' many

mines is also defective, and needs adjustment.
It is believed.that the condition of the

mines and the weli'ave of the employeswill be nitioh improved by amending.bjk\ certain sections of oul* mining l:l\V8, affd
by adding a few new. sections.

;. There are.working in jimal! mines
in this state upwards Ortive hundred
;iiiciii » ««y uw Kill uutc till lUOIC'f.'ttOJ Of
mine laws. This apears to be class
legislation, and the laws should include
bit mines In which men risk their lives.
To accomplish the desired results, the

ehlei mine inspector has-framed a few
amendments to our present laws In the
nature of specific Jaws or rules, which
It Is believed will very materially add
to the safety of the mines, and promote
tluj. health of the men working In the
mines, and at the same time entail no
unnfcc'efcf.nl'y eXfieiis'e-upon the Miners
or operators. Such amendments as
have been referred to above, may be
fcund In detail in the.chief mine inspector'sreport, and I uf-ge their adoption.The contingencies of this department
require a more liberal appropriation in
t>ruer to proOerly' execute the laws and jto place this department on a pur with
similar departments of other states. Atthis writing, there are no funds uvalla-
blc for any of-the expenses of tlds tie-
Partnient, and It bus b>'£n necessary
iwi- mi: iruifi aim me uuurict inspectorstoJise their private funds In order,to

, comply with tht? duties rei'iitlred of theirt },hy Uk» luw; and the chief mine inspdc-.tor has had to give- ids personal note
for funds which were esentlul to meet
the emergencies of this department.Shall bur.slate's greatest Industry be
permitted to longer suffer? The iegls-lature. alone can answer this importantquestion.

GAMF.'AND FISH I,AWS:
The-last'session of the * legislature

Wisely enacted a law for the proper
preservation of the game and fish of
the 'Plate; but the warden has been unableproperly to enforce It on account of
several existing weaknesses or dell-
cleneictf, which I trust nmy.be provided
during the present session. On the
whole the Jaw Is a good one, and com-
pareB favorably with similar laws In
ciher states.
Thf. state of New York appropriatesfrom $60,000 to $"r»,ooo annually, for thepropagation of fishes and game, andlheir protection. Pennsylvania, Michiganand Ohio nearly as much. WestVirginia has appropriated comparativelynothing for this purpose; and yet thenatural adaptation or this state for

game and fish is not excelled by anyother state in theUnion. For a satisfactory,execution of our game and fishlaws, the ofllce of game and fish wardenshould-be mate u whirled office, with
.... M,. V"»e. v..|.i;iincn, Willi pOWRl'to deputize at.his pleasure- whereverneeded. The Jurisdiction of his deputiesshould extend only to their respectivecounties, and their pay should
come from conviction.** sccured bythem, and they should he required to
make to {he-warden verified reports.The existing laws should, I beg to
suggest, be changed and modified asfollows:

1. A law should bo passed, prohibitingthe emptying or throwing of saw-dust, I

or any'other poisonous .or deleteriousubstance destructive to fish, into an:of the waters of this state.
2. The penalty for dynamiting shoulbe'changed to-'llhe or Imprisonment, In

stead of "fine and imprisonment," as 1
now reads.

3. By an oversight lri drafting Sectio
11 of Chupter S. of the Acts of WJ1
quail, or. Virginia partridges, are nrj
protected at any time of the year afte
the interdicted period of two yeanWhich ends July 22, 1S09. This shoul
be remtklled.
Valuable services were rendered b

Captain E. F. Smith, former fish an
<;arne warden, practically without com
pcnsatloq. A statement of time giveto this work, and expenses neeeKsarlt
paid out by him, while in the Hue c
duty, will be presented to you, >ylthview of asking a special appropriate
to pay him for services rendered. C
my own knowledge. 1 can assure yothat he rendered faithful and valuabl
service, to the;.stale, for. whlfch he rc
ceivcd no compensation. The same
in all rer.p.rcls true or Frank Live!]
eaq.,.,the present warden. He, to
should be paid a reasonable compensa
tion for his work in enforcing this paitlcular law.'
NECESSITY FOR A FIRE-PUOti

BUILDING.
I am-impressed with the necessity c

greater security for the preservation ii
our state records thifji we now possesi
"While it in'; true that ou?'present capl
tol' building Is comparatively new,1 ye
no one will presume to claim that it i
at all secure from the rayages of fin
Every, stute oific.er hus an; alleged fire
proof Vault connected, with his office
and yet, if the building: were to burn,
is moro than llltejly that these so-calle
fire i»roof rooms would prove inadt
quale to stand against the pressure c
the Hames. ! "

The records In the ollices of the audi
tor and treasure!' .are of iricaleulabi
Value to the people of the state, and
hin perfectly conlident that these rec
orda would be totally destroyed, or u
best, would be so Injured and deface
as to render thehi worthless, if th
building, were burned..
The state llbrai'y and the books, rec

ords and curios in the Historical So
Clety could not possibly be saved in th
emergency of a jlre. Kven if only
partial or ordinary lire should occur 1
the building, thellosa from water alon
would produce aj total loss of the 11
brary, and the yaluable effects no^
contained In the Historical Society o
the state.
Another fact Is also patent to all \vh

are familiar with .the situation in th
.capital building!, namely: There
scarcely an ollieelln the building that
not cramped. The state Is growln
rapidly, and the! business conriecte
thofuuMth lu nm-tofi ul n«r nrannrtlmKitn

ly. More room for each'of the stat
officiate. In u ver** short period, will b
tin absolutenecessity. It Is. therefore
Important lo bekln preparations Jo
this emergency; and It r impresses hi
that early prepar itlons should be mad
In this direction. Moreover, we owe
to the peoples tcr"Inmediately take prop
er steps to prov do against posslbl
losses of our records by flr«.

I therefore recommend the purchus
of a. lot of ground, of suitable dlnien
sions. upon whic »ia; three-story lire
pi'oOi building car; erected, for th
use of the uudit< r -aw /measurer's of
flees'on the flr*r> the law llurav;
and supreme court UJdges on the secon
floor and U12 'HlatoxiJitl Society on th
third-floor. '

Real estate Is n >w. Quite low in valu
In Charleston, aiidH-buildlnp material
jnid Jabor can be « oSnihtthded nt-aston
Ishingly cheap fljuMfl. Such a build
lug and grounds cristas propnr^'d at
sum not exceedln ^«&.00!V"which wouli
bt? a credit to ti c state, and >vhlcl
cost, would be' n ji^'insignlHcUnt huh
when ComprifM \ .ith' the security am

advantage^ if\ri 11, bring to all coh
cerhed. j.

Itrusts therefdJrd, thafyou will talc
this matte:' underi serious,.consldevatlor
Many of the status have provided lire
proof buildings ifd .'this character, Inde
pendent of lhcii'".ci|ipR\>lP, wholly as pre
cautionary measures to preserve'valu
able,recnrd.i (n'caseior unexpected con
llagratlons.
THIS W. VA. lilSTOlUCAL AND AX

TIQUAUT.jiX SOCIETY.
Thia institution, deserves the favora

lilp ohiislilM'.nttnn iind liberal snmmrt n

your body.
Th» organization of the society,

1891, relieved the Wtat> from the odlur
of being the, then, only state ir. th
Union'without a historical society.^
The beginning was small, and th

progress at llrst necessarily slow. Th
members contributed a litti-i money an
;l few books. relics, cltrios, etc., froj:
their own private librailea and cabl
notrf: and they were given i.hft use
temporarily.' of one of the commltte
rooms in this building.
When the state exhibits at Chlong

were brought baeli here they were turn
ed over to the care and keeping of till
society; and the legislature put In the!
charge a number of valuable govern
ment books, slate reports, etc.. fo
which there was no room in the stilt
library building.
With these valuable acquisitions th

society was given the use of the largos
mom in ths building, formerly u«ed a
an armory,
For several years pnsl yoin' bod

has voted them certalii stiill
of money for current expenses, and t
aid In purchasing books; ".'ellc.*, etc., ar.i
cairfiiig out the general purposes of th
society. The members and execuilv
officers-of the society, have ivorkei
"con (imorc." Xo salaries have beei
paid except a moderate one for llbrar
lan.
The suite has reserved title to every

thing It has turned over to the society
to" the-statu their tltlrt to nil their pros
ont. rollectlon of whatever J<lnd. (excep
loans made to the society), everythlni
they may hereafter acquire (excep
loans). »n that, whatever your boil;
may do for.the society, you will he do
lr.;r virtu ill/* for the stale, as the «t«l
Is the solo ;mU entire owner of every
tiling the society no\v has or may here
after acquire. (except loans).
Thoie who have not heen famllla

with the nrowth of the socleiy's col
lection, will, upon visiting their roon
now. i>e surprised to see what the en
errry nnd activity of the society has ac
eouillHhed.
Their collection Is now an exceeding;

varied. lntrresti»»j*- nnd valuable ono. I
has filled their lnr/re room to overflow
trig", utrcl tho crowded condition of thel
present exhibits and the constant no
cessions helnjr made, render the neces
sUr* for more room Imperative.
The present quarters are entirely un

suitable In many respects. for the jtrea
n!;d prowlnir Importance of this society
Its work and Us collections. The roon
Is on the third floor and Is ar-cesslbl
with more or 1<=bh difficulty and labor
and as this building Is by no means.
fire-proof structure, the whole collec
tlon t« In constant danger of destruc
Hon by fire: and this dnnser Is all tin
more felt from the fact that the inos
valuable articles in the collection are o
such n character that no satisfflctor;
Insurance can 1m* had upon them. In
surar.ee companies pay losses on In
trlnslc values; but how would fou li:

Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Mon
roc. LaFayette, Ren Franklin, Dnnle
Hoont* and others of like character, «>
of oltl niul voidable books, map*, etc.
out oC print, and not to lie had ivt .in:
price, or Interesting relics and curios
Impossible to replace?
Few of these things have much o

what the Insurance companies nil In
trlnslc v.iliio. hut their sentimental anc
aesthetic value I« very went. To lllus
irate:
A year or ko ago, a gentleman fron

entucky. and a member of the Ken
tucky Historical Society, was In thi
rooms of our historical society, and sav
an autosrajb reoort of a. survey roadt

.... i i(v.:: i

s by Daniel Boone, In thin valley in 1701.
y ^Wishing his society to possess ro interestinga. relic of the' brave old pioneer& who founded the great state of Ken

tucky, this gentleman asked if our so1cJety would part with relic: he was told
no, that It was not for sale. Pressing" the matter, he asked If we would take

[f 5100 for It: again he was assured that It
r was not on the market. He'then asked
, if J£00 would tempt us. and when the
J answer was the same he said: "Well,

If you will make me an ofTer at, not
y exceeding S 1.000, and give me a ten days
d option, to see ond consult our society, I

think we would buy it;" but he had to
n leave without the option. An Insurance
y company might, possibly, be willing to
if pay Ave cents as the Intrinsic value of
a this report, signature, frame and glass,
n In view of the valuable work the so»fciety has done. Is doing, and Is expectucd to do In the future, In the interests
e of the state; In view of their urgent
!* need of more accessible, roomy and bet*ter arranged quarters, and Inwlew of

the constant danger to which their :val0uablo library and general museum are
now exposed, T recommend that your
"body adopt the suggestion I have made
to erect a fire-proof building for the o^Pcupancy, uses and purposes of this so

rlMv.nnJ for oth^r nnrnnso* thproln
stored.11 TH&<importancf» anil necessities 'of the

'J case justify such an appropriation; the
s. condition of our treasury fully war[.rants It. and 1 fool sure the public will

appreciate !t. V'; .vV
jJ A BOARD OF PARDON'S.
? The state has become too populous

for the pardoning power to,be lodged
,. wholly In one man. There should be a

[t, board of pardons, with the governor ns

d final arbiter, as In the older and more
s- populous states. The constitution of
,f' our state lodges the pardoning power
j. wholly wfth the governor,' ami It is
e ^contended by some that t?je creating by
1 the legislature* oI a board of pardons.

would, therefore, be unconstitutional,
it To follow the ?trlct letter, and not the
d spirit of the constitution, such concluaeion might be tenable. But a bill can

be so framed, I am lncllned(to believe,
that will nor be unconstitutional. If a
pardon board were created, the goverenor could b*> made the final urblter. to

a that no pardon could be granted by the
1 governor, and thus, In point of fact, he
e would still hold complete control over

any and oil pardons which might be
( recommended by the board.

If such a law were enacted, it would
relieve the governor of a vast amount

e of work and responsibility, and I am

jj sure would prove more satisfactory to
s the people.
,V No one. unless he has nassed throuch
d the ordeal of hearing pardon argu..menta, and. being forced under existing
e low lo pass upon all applications for
e executive clemency, can appreciate this

matter. However careful, honest and
r Judicious an executive may be, he Is lnevariably attacked for whatever he may
e do, and his motives arc often Impugnted. This is unjust and wrong, and the
- only relief that I can conceive of lies in
e a legal board of pardons.

While it Is true that I have extended
('clemency to quite a goodly number of
unfortunates, it Is also a fact that T re*ject ten, or more, applicants for everye one who receives recognition. I have

" releassd no one from the penitentiary
\ except upon the most careful exumlnatlonof all the facts Involved In1 each

case, and thus- fully satisfied my tnlnd
G that relief should be granted. I have
j | b(?en amazed In many instances, by a

careful examination of, tin evidence, to
llnd men incarcerated in our state penllLter.tiarx' upon evidence, which in my

j Judgment.. was wholly insuflr;"..'nt to
h convict them. Under such clmim,istances, I have Invariably granted
il prompt relief.

There is nl.so another class of cases,
which lawyers and courts class as

c "close cases." These case? require
i. much earnest work by a governor who

Is. as In our state. the solr panlonlnn
- power. The evidence must be careful-ly gon; over, and the judge-? and prose-cutirig attorneys must be consulted. Tn
-.1 nn Mnslnnhc* lifiVo'T M-pr frnintorl plrm-

elicy in 'caser/ot* thin so'M. without the
unqualified recommendations of th,^
judges and fiintn profitycnior.r. Indeed; I
nifty' :Uld, that I have never, except in
very few instances, pardoned any one

f unless his application was Indorsed by
the judge, prosecuting attorney and
jury who convicted him. T regard this
as a rate rule to be governed by, and I

11 have rarely deviated from it. The Judge
e and prosecuting attorney and Jury who

tried the case certainly should know
more about the real melits of it than I
could possibly acquire; consequently I

® depend almost wholly upon them -to11 guide me In my action In granting par"dons.
There is still another class of canes

which frequently come lit*fore me,c namely, where new and important evl0drnce has been discovered after the
. trials took place!' If this "newly dlsscovered evidence." as the law bonks
j. term It. had been introduced at <the

trials, the verdicts doubtless would
r have been different. Such evidence
o comes before me in the form of allldavits,and after satisfying myself that the
e affiants are responsible persons, 1 retcelve them as proper evidence in the
s cases, and give them duo weight nnd

consideration. This, of ilself, often
Y H'rthjis undue criticism upoji the parsdotilng rnwer. A newspaper repfesen:»tative may be present at a trial, and
il the case is a plain one. The party Is
e convicted, and lie is subsequently poredoned. ITi5> pardon is bnpufl wholly updon newly discovered evidence, but no
it consideration is given to tliifi fact, be-cause it is unknown to Hie public: yet

the pardoning power is grossly and im_.ttrnnorlv OfMltUriwl niwl (I filnn II!
impugned for the release of the party.

1 The bust way «ut nf nil this trouble, is
- the crcatlon of a l:oa*.<l of pardons,
t which T trust, can ho done without un«due infringement upon the constitution
t of the Ftntc, been use. as 1 have
l« said before, the approval of tlse

governor ivlll still he essential to give
n force and effect to the action of iticJhoard, and the governor, therefore, will

still hold. In effect; the Jiowei* to pardon.
as required by the plain provisions of

r the constitution.
- EXPENSE OF EXTRADITING PRIS'

ONERS.
No little confusion 1ms arisen the

]>ast yeai^ over the payment of the e:cytradition expenses of parsons fleeing
from justice to other states. The uus"
torn far mnily years tjtast has been to

1 pay bills of this sort out of the general
criminal fund; but the law is indefinite
on this matter. The law tdinply states

- that the governor "may pay such extponses out of his civil contingent fund."
This would be'all right. IT said.fund was

i large enough to meet this outlay, along
e with the other necessary demands upon
. It. If your honorable body adopts my
x suggestions to make a definite uppro-priatlon to pny the capltol labor force,

this civil contingent'fund can be used
i» in payment of the expenses Incurred In

brlnrrlnu fuirltlves hack to Wc«i. Vlr-
f Kitila lo'bc trli'rt for crimes committed.,If, however, this Ih done, the law should

nevertheless^ be amended so as to pay
all extradition expenses oiit of the i?encoral criminal fund,

f CHAPLAIN TO THE PENITEN»I«T\ 1 »A-

I desire to call your attention to the
needs of a regular chaplain to our state
prison. Hitherto, the local ministers of
the city of Moundsvllle have kindly

^
served the. prison as best they could, In
the way of preaching to the prisoners,

1 advising them as to their spiritual In-tnrests, administering the rite of lmptlflni,and In a general way urging them
^ to reform and live better lives. Hut.

In my Judgment, the state ought to em»ploy a regular chaplain for the prison.
Other progreRslve states have such an

» officer.one who Is always present, and

with whom the prisoners can freely <
verse. We should have such an offl
who will give his entire time to this
portant work; and in the interest
good morals, good government and
liglon, such an officer should be
vided by law. His salary need not
large. The state Is fully able to n
this small expense in order to keep it
abreast of the times, and do its
duty in imparting moral and splri
information to its criminal classes.
PROVISIONS FOR INDIGENT CH

DREN.
I think it Is apparent to everyone

our state is. deficient In its provisl
tfor the care of indigent and help
children. We have no "chlldr
home" for this purpose. There
chartered Institution of a state cl
acter, which attempts, at/ private
pense, to meet this want. (But it c
not be ns effective as It ought U
without some sort.of state backing,
purpose Is to find homes for orpli
and such other children as may i
the aid of charitably disposed pec
Our eleemosynary Institutions, sucl
poor houses, which we have In all of
counties, are crude and In most co
antiquated and poorly kept; and s
general rule, all those who by mis
tunc or disease are compelled to
their forbidding and Inhospitable s
ter, are compelled to leave all hope
hind. In nearly every poor housi
the state, are bright, happy child
who have the blood and materia
them to make useful citizens If t
were .removed from the corrupting
debasing Influences of their surroi
ings; but they, are too young and
dcr to bo self-supporting, nnil yet
enough to receive the impressions
ways gotten in the haunts of misery
dens of vice.
The remedy that I have In mind Is

enactment of a statute empowering
county courts or county commlssloi
of the various counties, to place \
the Children's Home Society, or st
similarly planned organization of
state, to be provided for in the Act,
children under the ag? of twelve ye
who are of sound bodies and minds;
quiring said society, or its properly
thorlzed ngents, to place nnd proc
for each ehild In a certain specltime, a proper and suitable home
some good family, who may, if desl
adopt It, and empowering' said cour
commissioners to pay said society 1
sonablc charges and expenses, for icuring such home. This, I belli
would not only be a great saving to
various counties, but would also be
means of lifting many a helpless
from misery, degradation and shnm
a position, possibly, of comparative!
fulness nnd hnppiness for the futur
CRIMINAL SLANDER AND LIB

I hope your honorable body will
misconstrue my motive in calling y
attention to the fact that West Vlrgi
should have a clearly defined statut(
the subjects of slander and libel. M
of the states made deliberate assa
nation of personal character a crim!
offense. This should, in my opinion,
the law of all the states. One's c
name, personal reputation nnd, prh
character, should be classed on a 1*
with his life. The law of all the sti
says the assassin shall be proseci
eiirnlmtlly. The same law should
that the assassin of character ou
also to be prosecuted criminally. I
not my purpose to infringe in the le
upon the rights of free speech am
free press. This is a free country,
every citizen should be allowed to
press himself freely, either viva Vi
or in print. But there should be a
in every state preventing everyone fi
wilfully and deliberately attacking
private, personal character of anotl
without just cause. An the law i
stands, there is no remedy for these
tacks, except In the civil courts,
most instances, this is no remedy at
for the reason that the majority of
persori.i who Indulge in wholesale,
justifiable and uncalled for abuse o£
other, are without financial respoiUllity. and a civil suit for damn
would necessarily prove futile.
Men in public positions are Just s

jecta for crllifcism. The'genius of
free institutions rightly allows s
procedure. When a public officer
gleets or exceeds his authority,he ou
to be criticised and held to public se<
No one Will dare to withhold this vi
from private Individuals or public lie
papers. In fact, it is their duty thus
act. But when an Individual or a ne
paper deliberately 'and wilfully
tempts, without cause, to assusslr
the character of an officer or a prlvcitizen, there should be a law wl
fixes criminal responsibility upon
for such act. A law of this sort
result In harming 110 well meaning c
zen. and It certainly will protect
1)111)110 genrally from the machinal!
of III disposed, irresponsible Indlv'ldu
1 hope, therefore, that It will be ypleasure to give thoughtful consldt
tlon to this, as I view It. important s
BtfMUUII.

THE ELECTION' LAV.'.
The present election law needs rail

amendment. The purpose of a ballo
to aid the voter In the expression of
choice for public officers and upon p
lie questions; but the ballot provided
law as It ilow Ih. results in the pract;disfranchisement of hundreds of vott
and these are by no means, Ignoi'
voters. The method of preparing
ballot is -illogical. lie-counts by cou
courts should be stopped, and mi
other features of our present law n
amendment. T beg especially to
your attention to senate bili No. Hit.
troduced Into the senate of the last
islature, as, in the main, u wise ine
lire. It was very carefully prepaiand thoroughly considered by sevc
very Capable gentlemen. It Irt ba
largely on the very excellent laws
Ohio and New York. Among its proilona are a simple and plain ballot,provisions for more parties oil elect
boards at each precinct, and at e;
county seat, as well an the burningthe ballots after they are counted byprecinct election officers. This lal
provision will ston the recounts
county ctiurts, which have dlsgrathe state in the past.
IRREDUCIBLE SCHOOL FUND
Under our present. constitution

special fund was set apart for edu
tlonal purposes, known a« -nlu\ "h
duelhle school fund." This fund
been made up mainly out of the saiei
school lands, or rather public lands,
longing to the state, which, when s<
the proceeds must be applied to* the
largeinent of ,this fund. It Is also p
vhled that the Interest o
shall be used for educational p
poses. T',,H fund now anion
to $327.M3 21. $G:»C.S00. of which
been Invested by the board of
school fund, on fi anil C per cent intoi
bearing securities, and $1171,19:1 21 r
remains in state bank depositor
which beats Interest at the rate o
per cent per annum.
As the constitution now stands,

principal of this fund can never
used for any purpose. The object In
tabllshlng this particular fund, see
to have been to lay up monefr for
education of children of coming gen
atlona of West Virginians, 1 have iv
or been able to comprehend why
should lay aside money to educate
children of the future. When we co
jiurti imr uiuiiiiiHKfs III fHUIcailon WII
ivo enJoyed twenty-live years ago, w
those now enjoyed by our children,
ft re struck with absolute anmenv
over the headway we have made In
uentlonal work. We have every r<
eon to believe that the next twenty-!
years will bring with them still area
facilities and greater progress nlc
these lines. Each succeeding gene
lion will, as a matter or course, be b
tor prepared to provide for Itself In
ucational matters than the present n
the past have done. Why, then, sli
we pile up money by present taxat
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re- Dr. Jiartman offers hi: advice to parent
pro1 ^Jea

[IL- attackin

Jiat

re- U^afiSlS! Proper knowledge of
au. tj)(J flrgt imp0rtance

iure free. All catarrhal diseases succumb to
fled
in

red. to educate coming generations? This, to
i or inf.* mind. 13 not only Improper, but it
ea- seems to me ridiculous. It appears to
)ro- mc that all the available funds within
2ve our reRch should be«used in educating
the our present youth. Let each succeeding
the generation provide for itself. This imonepresses mo as the common sense course
£ to to pursue.
ise- i, therefore, earnestly recommend
'? your honorable body to submit to the
EL. people an amendment to our constitujjottJon' Erecting; the distribution of this
our fund, In reasonable annual Installments,until the same is consumed.
'nla If this were done. It will increase the
on school period from one to two months
Qny In every school district within the state

and Will necossflvlly be of great advati"tage' to our children who are now of the
Inal proper age to attend the public schools.
be IMMIGRATION.

ood "When I consider the natural ndvantivel°ses 0Ur state can'offer to the settler In
ites an agricultural way, as well as In the
ited vastness of our minerals and other resources,I cannot but feel that we make
t Is a mistake in not having a thoroughly
ast, equipped immigration bureau; with n
J a well paid officer In charge of the same.and -\ve have a state Immigration agent,ex" but no appropriation has hitherto been
nee, )nn,je. either for lils solai'r or expenses.lau* and the result is that lie has been ofrom but little value to the.'state In invitingtne Seitl«rs to come among us, riotwith',er»standing tin; fact that liejias doiiethe,ou' best he could under the .circumstances
I" that surrounded him. T hope the law.J1 will be go amended as to rentier this oftlic^cc of rca* value {° Lil(? Rtate-

ASTATE COMMISSI^NER'OJ'' REVan-EXIIK.
I,s*~ Every thinking citizen knows that

"West Virginia is annually defrauded
ub- out of tens of thousands of dollars of
our revenue, from Improper reports of her
ue- prpl,2r^y owners in their returns to
ght county nsse=sors. This should be rem-
jru. euieu. 'mere slioukl lie u uniform .assessmenlsupon nil grades Of personal
* to P''nPp,'^v. Everyone known that this Is
ws- not done. It can be done, and ought to
ut" be done. Our present law upon this!j||£ matter is ineffective, because all Inilch*ormc'rs nro classed as detectlws and
l1jnl their reports meet with almost tinlver(..in.sal disfavor. It seems Jo" me that the
.jtj. remedy lies In the creation of an olllcer
th,, known as a "state commission of reveon.jnue." whose duty It shall be to canvass
als. l',G slate, confer with assessors and see
0UI. that all personal effects of ever? citizen
,ra_ are properly assessed. Such ofllcer canu|r_ earn ten or twenty times his salary byrequiring proper returns of personal

property to be made to assessors for
( ^ taxation.
'C?c THE POINT PLEASANT MONU>,!»

In February. 1S75. the sum o! 53.500
bv was appropriated for the erection of a

ica*j monument in commemoration of the
»rn: battle of Point Pleasant, fouglit bsanttween General Andrew Lewis and the
nty In<1,ans ln During your session of
iny lfVT. a Joint resolution was passed, dicedreetlns: the governor to appoint three(. all commissioners. Whose duty It shall bein- to take charge of said appropriation,eg- and an?,; other donations which maytis- have been made for that purpose, anded, proceed to construct said monument.rral accordance with said joint resolused(jon, I Appointed Hon. John W. Kiii-
Ul lisii. one of the judges of the supreme''*s" court of appeals. lion. F. A. C!uthile,jke jiulg* of the Seventh judicial circuit.»°n un(] ]-)r \ Earbeo. of Point Pleasnnt.as said commisslpn. 1 re-v'n[ eel veil a report from these honoiable'the ^ontic-men. In which they state theyhnve not undertaken Hip erection <»f^ the monument, mainly for the reasont:etl tlmt it Is believed that the fund at

Hiclr disposal is not large enough to
construct such a monument as they

a think should bo erected.
ca. They report, moreover, that the fund.which had grown to $7.S4S 3fl. »vas loanT?"edjal. 0 per cent Interest for the periodlias of three years, on June 1.1S9R, which
? of Was prior to the passage of the jointbe- resolution above referred to.' They furild,ther report that.there Is nn additional
en- fund of between SSOO and SI.000. tvhlch
vo- If also bearing f» per cent Interest,
nly These two amounts, adding interest,
ur- now aggregate about -J10.000. which
nts amount Win'construct only an ordllinsnar." monument.
I lie The commissioners. In their report to
est me, suggest that nn appeul be made to
iow the legislatures of Virginia. Ohio andlea. Kentucky for appropriations to aid Inf il this work, for the reason thnt many of

the dependents of those who are enthegaged In that important battle have
.he made their homes In those states,
es- "While I fully agree with the commlsiiihplaners that the present fund Is notthe sulllclent to construct a very comer-mandlng structure, vet. it seems to me,
ev- that the suggestion they submit will be
Wfl VOfV fllflln.Ol tr> ~ - "

the 1 lmvo submitted the facts to you so
in- you can take such steps as you mayIcli deem proper in the premises.Ith STATU PROPHHTV AT BHItKELRYZ > SPRIXOS.
ad- Under an act of the house of bursa-gesfes of Virginia, passed in 177C. the
tor wonJorruI "Pi'biRs at the town of Rerk>nrce'f,V Springs, Iwiime the property of
ra- the state, la trust. For some reason,

this property has never been properlyfnrt carcl* ^Qr «nd developed.
ifl]l A laiv should be enacted, by which
Ion the intentions and plans of Lord Fair-

' Children.
's on the treatment of cottgAs and ccldt,

"Stil* t0 6H,art^ against colds.
UP Nearly all the ills of

v children beg-in with
talcing cold. If your

ches cold don't,wait a moment beforo
g that cold.
ignorance or neglect of parents is duo
termination of many children's comi
plaints.

If you are not informed ns to the
proper course to pursue to drive oft
a child's cold, write to Dr. Ilartmau,
president of the Surgical Hotel,
Columbus, 0., for advice, and askfer
some of his free bookswhich contain
the most pertinent facts about colds
andcoughs and ail catarrhal diseases.

Pc-rtt-na. Dr. Ifartman's great prciseription, is wholly vegetable. It
, wards off colds entirely if taken at
r the beginning in proper doses. It

breaks up settled colds quickly; it is
scientific and safe; there is no mysteryabout it, Dr. Jlartmnn's books
tell just how ifc acts and why. All
druggists sell it.

airs. C. T. Hegel's, Elgin, 111., says:
Dr. S. Ji. Jiartiua'ji, Columbus, 0.
Dkau Sni:."Your medicine saved

ray baby's life. Wo stopped all treat-
uuo yours, uiiu uu» »«u » » »*

\ beautiful boy. It was certainly a

iniraclc."
Mrs. Becking, East Toledo, 0.,

writes to the Pe-ru-na Medicine Co.:
Deah Siiis:." Pc-ru-na is the besj

. incdicino I ever had in my house.
My children had :l l>ad cougji, and
one of them had the lung fever. I
cured them all with Pe-ru-na."

the treatment of coughs and colds is of
to parents. This knowledge is offered
Pe-ru-na.

fnx should, be successfulIf- carried out.
It is admitted by scientists and expertsof oil parts of this great country

of ours, that these springs have natural
advantages unsurpassed, if equalled, in
any other state, and they are held in
trust by the state and I may soy that it
is a grave and sacred trust. This trust
is now hold by a board- of directors, who
have had It in charge for many years
past. Somehow, the property had not
developed, at ic.'st as I feel that; it
should have done, when I take into considerationthe marvelous medicinal
qualities of the water.. The great
drawback, in my judgment, is the
board of directors is too larne and too
unwieldly.

I, therefore, recommend that the
statute be amended, fixing the number
of the board at live.one from each congressionaldistrict and one at large; or
If you deem It better. Its management
can be transferred to the state bond of
public works.
At all c-vcnts, there should "oe a radicalchange -in its supervision, if it Is

expected thnt the property shall reach
the standard which Lord Fairfax anticipated,when he donated It to the mothercommonwealth one hundred and
twenty-two years ago.

PORTRAITS OF GOVERNORS.
The portraits of governors of this

state, now suspended In the governor's
reception room, arc-of a'very inferior
character, and are bjr no means creditableto the state, as,-to, their style and
execution. "West"Virginia is able to
pay the necessary ^expense of having
life-sized oil portraits of its gOveVsusrs,
'and 1 have no hesii'anpy j'p V;tyih>r 'tiint
it ought to be done. I. therefore, uslc
that, an appropriation bb made
for this purpose, and that a committeebe appointed.two from
the house and one from the senate,to carry It Into effect; and that the
work be done us soon as possible after
'the adjournment of the legislature.

CAPITOL LABOR. FORCE.
It requires In: the neighborhood of

$G,000 a year to puy the salaries of the
men necessary to keep up the' building
and grounds, and to lake proper care
of the different oftlces In the building.
The rule has hitherto been to pay these
bills out of the governor's civil contingentfund.

1 beg to suggest that an approprla-1
Hon should be made to pay the necessarysalaries of these men. the same
as other legitimate expenses of the
stale, and that the same be paid out
upon the approval of the board of publicworks, or. if you prefer, upon the
recommendation of the governor, as It
Is now done.
The state house needs a general repairingfrom cellar to dome. New carpelsare neeebsary In the hulls of every

story of the building. Other improvementsare also necessary to properly
preserve the building. A largely in-
creased appropriation, for these pur-
poses la an absolute necessity. I respectfullyask the annolntinent of :i
Joint committee to thoroughly look into
this matter, and report thereon.

ELECTRIC LIGHT PLANT.
I rccomihend the purchase and eon-1

struction of an electric light plant for
the use of the eapitol building and gov-
ernor's mari'sidn. Such a plftnt will not
cost over ?7,0C0 to $8,000. The cost of
lighting of the capltol building
amounts to nearly $1,000 a year. If thentiate owned its own electric plant. It
would cost nothing additional to operate
it, and It will pay fol* itself in, perhaps
less than two years, and ill the same
time the offices of the .building will be
much better lighted than they now arc.
Moreover, a large are light could bo
placed -at the front entrance .of the
building, without expense to the state,
which light Is biidly needed, and ought
to bo established, whether the stale does
or does not own its own elcctrlo appliances.
NEW' BOILERS FOR CAPITOL

BUILDING.
The boilers in the capltol 'building

have been In constant use for twelve*
years, and they are practically exhausted.When, new, these boilers were
made of plates one-quarter inch in
thickness. They are insured, and are
inspected every few months. They
were carefully inspected but n few
w.celcs since, and the inspector informed
me that they are well nigh exhausted.
He advises, that » new outfit should
be purchased, as a guaranty of safety'
to the capltol building. If nev.' hollers
nrr» tint mirnlino/wl lllrt I
must bo repaired at heavy expense,which, if done, \vll| cost in the neighborhoodof the price of new ones. To
furnish new ones you will have to appropriatethe ailm of $3,000. It Seems
to me that economy requires new boilers.'instead of repairing the old ones,and Incurring the rink or hits, which
necessarily result from explosions.
FOUNTAIN FOU CAPITOL BUILDING.

It is apparent to every one who visits
the cnpltol grounds that there should be
a la»:?e fountain midway between the
cnpltol building and the street on the
wfst side. The walk way Is sufficientlywide to admit of 11 without In any wayInterfering with the ingress and egressof pedestrians. Such an appliancewould add greatly to the* appearanceand real value of the property.I do not ask the legislature to make
an appropriation for this purpose, butI mention It with the hope thut someoneof our wealthy citizens will Bee flt to
perpetuate his memory^by erecting a

monument of this character; I slnce-o)ly hope that before your body «:onvor,»8agal'., you' will be cheered and giv ;by an .ever-flowing fountain. w!:
spray will be the delight and eomt.-rtol those who inay pass it in the dar*
as In the light.

MANSION PKOPERTV.
The governor's mansion and grnur..?«

ore valuable pror^rty. and arc s-tt..»
increasing In value every year. 1 f. U;
it necessary, In order to get the lot la
proper shape, to purchase a parcel
ground, 52 feet front, on Suiuni'Ts
strct, extending eastward toward th«
mansion, fdr which I paid $*»0 pi»r fi.>nt
foot, or $2,COO for the lot.or ratlin
agreed.tb pay that sum. I paid in
cash on the purchase out of the j;,.-.
ernor's contingent fund, and have p.u,i
out of said fund $li!0 Interest on th»
defered payment. The value ««f
lot was llxcd, at my .request, by
Governor \Y. A. MacCorkle, .MhNmIh.
Johnson and Nell Robinson, and it <

believed by them, and by others, ul.-...
to be a reasonable and proper price for
the property. It was absolutely essentialto have this lot of ground to square
up the mansion property, and I accordinglyassumed the responsibility of purchasingIt. There remains due upon
tills purchase the sum of $2,000 .with $one year's Interest at the rate of ti p.-r \
cent, for which I respectfully ask a sp«- K
clal appropriation.
In this connection. I desire to suggvxi fc

the purchase of thlrty-ilve feet move K
land, fronting on capltol street, immo- I
dlately south of 'the'mansion, and gtending .westward to Summers street. I
If,this purchase were mtide the lot |would be In better shape. anil would c
become much more desirable and valuableas well. In my judgment, thih- 8
purchase should be made at the present S
session of the legislature.

I also desire to call attention to the
great necessity of enlarging the governor'smansloh. I had a competent,
areiil'leet'prepare a phin with this object
In view. The plan will add four large
rooms to the building, at a cost of $1,800.
Should you direct this to be done, the
Summers street front of the mansion
will be much handsomer than the presentfront on Capitol street. The bulld.Ingis entirely inadequate for present
needs. Moreover, thft expenditure of
$1,800 upon the building will Increase
the actual saleable value of the propertymore than that amount, so that the
state will gain, In the end, by the expenditure,Instead of losing by the outlay.

1 expended the entire sum allowed by
the last legislature. ($fi,000), in furniturefor and improvements of the mansionproperty. The building wns suppliedwith new furniture, electric ap-
jMi.iin.i_-o uuuvui iiiu ijiuuiuia vs nu

carefully graded and a large, number
of forest trees were planted upon the
lawn. The property has been greatly
Improved, and Is now one of the most
attractive residences In the city. If the
size of the lot were increased thirtylivefeet, as before suggested, and the
addition made on Bummers street, it
would be among tlio moat valuable and
attractive dwellings In.tlio state.

PARIS EXPOSITION.
There will bo held In the city of Paris,

during the year 1900, an exhibition of
the world's products. ThJs exposition
will offer to the states of the American
republic an opportunity to display to
the world their natural resources,
which they can ill afford not to avail
themselves of. Besides assisting Individualexhibitors or corporations at
thl? great exposition, it has been arrangedby .the management to give
special attention to a general expositionof.each and even* state of our
great republic.
AVest Virginia cannot well afford to

be without representation at this great,
exposition. ..Une-i'r,more conimls.'jln:i|its, it seems'to.riib,.sho.l;fd be.sviit fi'onV
our, state, and,an d'pproiMatlon slio'iild
lie made for their expenses and the Expensealso of sending io. Paris a prbper
and creditable exhibit of our wonderful
resources.
The dignity and importance of the

United States in arts, science and manufacturesshould be.accurately reflect-
od in the character of the exhibits
which ure to be displayed in the Americansection of thi" grout International
exposition, and with this object In view
you are respectfully invited to promote
such interest therein as will tend to Insureamong the American exhibits the
best representation -of the industries
and .institutions of the state of West
Virginia:
OHIO CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION.
There will be held in the city of Toledo,in 19011, a centennial exposition of

the origin, growth and commerce of this
great sister state. Inasmuch a* this
state borders on West Virginia for «CQ
mile's, and Is separated from It only by
the Ohio river, which tells, in Its meanderingway, to the sea, the story of two
great states of the foremost republic on
the earth, it If. tiot too soon to take
proper action to make, a proper showing
in this proposed exposition. I believe
that our West Virginia people have in
them the spirit of progress .which, if
rightly used and conserved, will make
the Ohio valley the greatest valley In
the world, and the states bordering
upon it the conspicuous states of the
republic. In location, climate, natural
resources and possibilities, the states
watered by the Ohio river are bound to
be, in the near future, the heart of our

great government of, for and by the
people?.
This proponed exposition must, of necoFFlty,be a truly great affair. We, as

a state, should arrange to share In It. I
call your attention to the matter thus
early, so-tlmt our people may be educatedto properly share In the coming
event.

MAUK IXC. LINK' BETWEEN WEST
VIRGINIA.-MARYLAND AND

PENNSYLVANIA-.
My attention lms-been called by the

governor of the 'state of Maryland to
the necessity for a re-crection and reestabllr.hmentof the boundary monumentsof the "Mnson's and Dixon's
Line," between the states of Pennsylvania.West Virginia and Maryland.
Prof. Henry Mitchell, of the United

States Coast and Geodetic Survey, after
an Investigation of the question and of
existing documents on file In his ofllce,
stales, under date, of November 26th,
1S03 ."Thtic i.vl,niiAti'u »s,.t tli..

original plan of marking the lino by
stones,"carefuljy cut ami prepared ill*
England, wan 'not carried out. That
instead, on the western portion other'
cut stones were planted and mounds oC
loose stones were piled around.them;
that subsequently many of the monumentswi.'e displaced, possibly by
searchers after treasure. In all likelihooda greilt many will be foUitd.In
place. To re-examine and re-establish
the old line would be a task of some
magnitude, but need not lie a very expensiveone. It should only be entrustedto persons versed In the higher
branches of surveying, and acting underJoint authority of the adjoining
states, that Is. West Virginia, Pennsylvaniaand Maryland. While the maintenanceof boundary marks.-once establishedmight he entrusted to county authorities,their re-location by such Irresponsiblyauthority would hardly be acceptableto the authorities of a different
state."

It seems necessary, to my mind, that
ther should be ati examination of the
condition of the boundary marks on
Mason's and Dixon's line.

it .would be most economical to combine,under Joint states' authority, with
such an examination, the re-plaolng of
old marks where necessary, or the substitutionof new ones where tbo old
ones are in a state of decay. An en-


