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THE STRUGGLE.

“ Body, Ipray you let mago!”
(It is a Soul that struggles so.)

‘ Body, I see on yonder haight
Dim reflex of a solemn light;
A flame that shineth from the place
Where Beauty walks with naked face:
It is a flame you cannot see,—
Lie down, you clod, and set me free,

* Body, I pray you let me g»!"
(It is a Soul that striveth so.)
* Body. 1 hear dim sounds afar
Dripping from some diviner stary
Dim sounds of joyous harmony:
It is iy mate that sings, and I
Must drink thatsong or break my heart,—
Body, I pray you, let us part.

* Comrade, your frame is worn and frail,
Your vital powers begin to fail;
1 long for life, but you for rost,
Then. Body, let us both ba blest.
When you are lying 'ueath the dew
1'l! come, sometimes, and sing to you:
But you will fzel nor pain nor woe,—
Body, I pray you, let mo go.”

Thus strove a Being: Beauty-fain,

He broke his bonds and fled amain.

He fled: the Body lay bereft,

But on its lips a smile was left,

As if that Spirit, looking back,

Shouted upon his upward track,

With joyous tone and hurried breath,
Some message that could comfort Death,
—Danske Dandridge, in the Century,

Aunt Tabitha's Mission.

EY ADA M. TROTTER.

“Taik of Peter the Hermit,” ejacu-
lated Auut Tabitha, as she walked into
her nephew’s house, ‘I wished Icould
hoist & banner and attract somc attention
to God A'mighty's laws of health.”

John's bouse was as pretty as good
taste could make it when hampered b,
smull means, but Aunt Tabitha viewe
it with disfavor.

Her healthy sense of smell at once
detected that no windows had been
opened in the reception room since the
previous evening. The air was heavy
with gas, and the portieres seemed
:lpecmllj designed to impede ventila-

on.

Up went the windows in a trice, the
K_orl_icrs were pulled back, and Aunt

abiths stood by the door, swinging it
back-and forth to drive out the close air.
This douve to her satisfaction, she went

and the house too great, and thus render
yourself in a condition to catch cold.
There is another thing that will help you
to resist cold.  Fat nourishing, plein
food, aud let hot cakes and sweet trash
alone. Your body is not well nourished.
Your appetite is poor because you live in
unwhoisome air. Take a brsk walk
daily. rain or shine, and yonu will soon
get a heaithy desire to eat.”

“ Anvone would think, to hear you
talk, Auntie, that health depends en-
tirely upou one’s own exertions,” said
Mary, laughing.

“Tt ought to,” replied her aunt,
merrily, **for certainly some people
| think themselves sick by their owa exer-
tions.”

**Well,” s1id Mary, rising, *‘Iam go-
ing to act on your order. 1f I die of my
efforts you must consider yourself the
electrie spark that killed me.”

¢ (h. you don't come of a short-lived

her way downstairs, ** butif [ were you
1'd sooner live thun exist.”

With this the good woman disappeared.
They heard the front door shut with a
hearty bang. Aunt Tabitha wus on her
way to Deacon Margrave's house to see
Mamie, who was down with nervous
prostration.

Mary left her place on the sofa as the
door closed on Aunt Tubitha, Then,
being @ woman, she went to the mirror
i to find out if she really did look so for-
lorn as auntie pictured in her extremely
personal remarks. The result was not
plewing. Where had her good looks
gone! Her countenance was one which
depended on health for its attractiveness.
‘As she glared at her reflection, lack
! lustre hair, hollow cheeks and eyes, she
tersely exclaimed:
| “you'rea fright!"”
| Fhe was able to note that her whole
| appearance was forlorn. Her collar was
tumbled, and the shawlin which she had
wrapped her shivering frame was dowdy.
To do her justice, she was not a vain
woman, nor inordinntely fond of dress.
But John was very particular, very neat,
and cerminlylikeg his wife to make her-
| self look charming.

Strange to say, the more Mary forgot
her pain and aches, the less violent did
they Dbecome; there is something in
“mind cure” after all, as all sensible
folk well know from personal experi-
ence. The day passed on, tinding Mary
very busy doing a variety of household
matte:s that had fallen into arrears late-
ly. She found herself vowing “I am
not going to be sick any more, if com-

upstairs in answer to the call of:

‘‘Auntie, do come up and speak tome." |

Tl-e speaker was Iying on a couch in a |
darkened room, which also bore tokens |
to Aunt Tabitha's keen scnses of lack of
venti'ation. Before saying a word to |
the invalid, she threw oven the window
and letin -ome fresh air, laden with sun- |
be.us, I

. h, Aunt Tabitha, please doa't. I've

t such an awful cold.” |

““That is only too evident to the eye,” |
repiied Aunt Tabitha. *I hale to look |
at an unhealthy person.  Your hair has '
lost its lustres, your checks are sallow, |
your eyes red and watery, and vou look 5
deciepid genera'ly.  Preserve me from |
a young woman who goes in for enjoy- |
ment of poor health.” .

*‘Aunt Tabitha, how can you be so
cruel? Youknow I can't help being so |
delicate, T just get one cold on an- |
other,” said her niece.

*Idon’t see any reason why you, at
twenty-five, should be less healthy than |
I, at sixty yeurs of age,” said Aunt
Tabitha. *‘I must say I am sorry for
John.”

This was too much for Mary, sweet-
tempered though sh: m'ght be. she
sat up and looked at this dreadful Aunt
Tabitha, wh) sat up smiling and brisk,
very youug for her sixty years.

‘Corry for Johni" she cried. ‘“Why, |
suntic, you know he is just wrapped up |
in me.”

(“Well, with my experience of man-

kind, I shou'd say he'd soon get un-
wrapped,” said Aunt Tabitha, suddenly
holding ahand glass in front of her niece.
¥Look pretty, don’t you?"
. Marry was not u vain woman, still she
colored with annoyance, Then she
sucezed violently and took refuge again
in her pillows.

“I'm not fit to talk to anyone to-day,”
she said. ‘Do come and seé¢ me avother
time, auntie.”

“You went me to go, T sec. Well,
T'm not going till I've had my say, and
if you are a woman of sense, wou will
listen and give up once tor all this semi- |
invalid condition which 18 making you |
an old woman before your time.” I

mou sense can keep me well.”

The clock struck six. It found Mary
in her room, in a pretty
mere dress, fastening some dainty rutfies
in the sleeves. It found her, too, con-
sulting the glass a little anxiously, to

isee if she we. e still disagreeable to be-

hold., Aunt Tubitha's scathing remark
1 hate to look st an unhealthy person,”
recuried to her mind, as she stood
doubtfully gaziny at the m’rror.

John came in, bringing a friend with
him. His cheery vo'ce was lowered to
a whisper #s he said: “We shall find my
wife ou the sofu asleep, perhaps.”

“No, vou will not,” breathed Mary to
herself, noticing with a keen pang the
dejected tone of the speaker,

“:She is not here. 1 am afraid she is
not so well as usual. T'll go upstairsand
see n,fter her when T have lighted the

us. '

As he turned to leave the room a light
foot ran downstairs, and though the
owner arrived at the door a little breath-
less, she was not more o0 than .John,

Poor John! He cxpected to see a pale,
depres<ed creature, shivering under a
shawl, too inert to eat, or to talk with
interest on auy topic but that of her
own ailments,

Mary gave him a little pinch as she
passed him to welcome Mr. Vane, but he
continued to stare at the bright appari-
tion a¢ though he had never seen his
wife look charming before.

“Why, Mre. Bayne, John told me that
you were quite an inval'd ”

“Caly a ca'd,” said Mary, suddenly
overcome by a terrific snecze,  *‘But [
am much better.”

“What!” cried John, blundering some-
what.  “You told me this morning it
was in its worst stage."

‘‘Nonsense, John: don't you kuow
that is hours and hours ago. Come and
IIJ)ave sowe dinner, I think that is the

ell.”

At dinuer she forced herself to eat,
and found that in enjoying John's
amazemeat her spirits were rupidly im-
proving.

She made herself so charming to Mr.
Vane that he enjoyed every hour of the

family,” said Aunt Tabitha, as she made |

' [
make the contrast between the open air
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CEDAR WOOD.

DENSE FORESTS WHICH SUP-
PLY THE WORLD.

Felling and Marketing the Trees—
Why This Fragrant Timber
is Used for Manufactur-
ing Cigar Boxes.

Cedar is used for cizar Dboxes, says a
New York correspondent, because it is
the most porous wood, is easily dried,
and can be cut and nailed better and

quicker than hard wood.  But the prin-
cipal reason is because of the flavor, |
wh'ch is contained in the es:entiul oil |
with which the wood is saturated. The !
fluvor uf the oil evaporaies freely, and |
has the most beneficial eilects upon any |
kind of tobacco.

The best cedar—tie largest and fuest
in color and quantity—-comes from the
southern gulf coast of Mexico. Lately |
the cedar market has been very much
depressed, Lessuse man fictuters of
cheap cigar boxes have found it practi-
cable to use stained and grained wood,
in imitation of genuine cedar, for cheap |
boxes. The gruin is pressed on the|
wood while it is running through rollers, -
and the imitation is nearly perfect, ex-
cept the peculiar aroma, '

In Cuba, Mexico, Guatemala and the.
Central American States, cedar grows in |
forests, singly or in clumps of three or|
four trees, and these trees are very often |
fifty to 100 yards apart. They grow
frequently in compauy with mahogany.
The trees being so far aput it is very
roublesome to get them out of the
woods after they are cut. In the major-
ity of iustances a special path has to be
made through the woods, tbrough which
the timber is dragged to a neighboring |
creek, the water of which bears it to
market,

The trecs are cut by Indians or half-
breeds, for which they are paid in Mexico |
and the Central American States, twenty- |
tive to fifty cents a day. 7The monteros
who engage these peop e generally man-
age it so that nothing is left after pur-.
chasing the supplies, tools, etc.; all this |
is deducted out of the Indians' or half- |
breeds’ pay, and if anything is left the |
montero nsually gambles it away. '

The chopping of the trezs is generally :
done during the dry season. When the |
rainy season sets in, which is in the fall |
months, the creeks and rivers commence |
to swell, and the timber is I'oated down,

to the larger streams, and from there it !
is seut in rafts to the shippers near the |
seaconst. Advances in the shape of
de to |
Cedar |

the mouteros by the shippers.
and mahogany are shipped to New York,
Havre, Liverposl and Hamlurg on con-
signment. |

The cedar is now in New York. Pos-
sibly it has lain two or three seasons
where it has been cut on accouut of the |
seasons not being rainy enough to float
it to tidewater, It is now in rougl logs, |
thie only attempt at dressing done be ng |
simply to remove the bark and to fa<hion |
it into a square shape. How it is made |
into cigar boxes is a process that can be
readily imagined. ;

First, the log, if too long, is sawed off |
to a required length. Then it is hauled
ap an inciined plane to the mill. ~ Here, |
by means of an endless band aund vencer |
saws it is sawed into onc-quarter and
three-sixteenths inch inmber. The cut|
timber is taken to the drging-room, |
where it is placed in racks, where the !
circulation of the air is free and sub- '
jected to hot steam until the moisture
of the wood is all dried up. The lum- |
ber is then takeu out of the drying-
room and planed. The seasoning and !
planing constitute the most important |
elements in a good cigar-box.

The t mber is now finished, trimmed,
and the edzes smoothed, and it is sawed
crosswise into the sides, bottoms and
tops of the cigar boxes. The selectors
now take hold of the cedar, and pick
out the best pieces for the front and the
wor-t for the back of the boxes. The
picces are now ready to be put together,
but they must first receive what-
ever printing and embossing the
cigar manufacturer may require. A cigar
box ordinarily necds four or five 1im-
pressions, Desides the brand, whoch is
stamped aod privted on the top, there
are legends, such as “‘Conchai = pecials,”
“Favoritas” and similar distinguishing
words printed onthe sides, The district
internal revenue pumber of the eigar
factory using the box and the quantity
is impressed, according to law, on the
bottom of the bLox.

The pieces are nailed into hooks first

An Extraordinary Chinese l"unernl.'

The most extraordinary Chinese fun-
eral ever seen in America took place in
San Francisco recently. The ‘deceased
was [ oo Muck, a Chinese merchant, who
thirty-five years ago founded the Gsee
Kung Tong Lodge of Free Masons in
that city. The general impression ameng
the thousands of American people who
gazed wonderingly at the funeral proces-
sion was that it was a pageant of one of
the powerful societies of highbinders.
American Free Masons who witnessed

! the ceremonivs, however, recognized in

the dsplay a formal funeral of a brother
Masoun.

Masonry hasspread ameng the Chinese
so that there are now, it appears, 18,000
members in California. Delegations had
come from all parts of the Pacific coast
to attend the funeral. The procession
took an hour and n half to pass. A band
ot Chine:e Masons in long blue gowns
with long black swords in their hands
and Lands of red, white -and blue rib-
bons tied across their forchvads and
streaming down their backs led the way.
Then came a company of severnl hundred
Chinese soldiers in bright blue tunics

|and carrving short broadswords and

highly ornnmented shields.

A band of cavalry in red, grecn and
orange uniforms, with quivers of arrows
and long double-edged swyords slung
across their backs, followed. Then came
in long array some foot-soldiers, spears-
men, and warriors with broad Dattle-
axes. wartiors on foot, mounted warri-
ors riding with short stirrup-leathers,
numerous bands of terrible Chinese
music in hacks, and finaliy the hearse
drawn by four blazk horses. On top of
the hearse was a georgeous catafalque of
puper and tinsel in the Chipese style.
The coflin bore upon its sides the syuare
and compass, with the letter “G” in the
centre. The standard-bearer who pre-
ceded the hearse carried the Masonic
emblem.

The preliminary ceremonies were all
Masonic. Precisely as the bell oa St.
Mary's Cathedral, contiguous to China-
town, had annonnced midday the Deputy
Grand Master gave the word that the
hour of high 12 had arrived. Cn this
the officers of the grand lodge lifted the
casket. The display of corn, oil, and
the pot of incense, with other signs only
known to the craft, were fully under-
stood by American Masons in the great
crowd of spectators. The blowing of
the trumpet by the high priest and the
incantat'ons, with certain signs well
known in the higher degrees of Tree-

{ masonry, showed that the Chine e have

a knowledge of a craft that would gain
them atmission to an American lodge if
they only understood our language.
The display astonished American Ma-
sons, muny of whom followed the strange
rocession to the cemetery, where the
Sead master was interred in the ortho-
dox Mongolian style, the banners and
l:adges of the mourners being burned in
a great bonfire at the gutes, while a
liberal feast of roast pork, poultry and
drinkables of many kinds was spread
before the tomb for the spirit of the de-
parted to entertain his friends. As each
carriage load of 1nourne:s passed out
from the cemetery, Chivese stationed at
the gates handed them money, while
dimes und nickels were flung into the
fire to establish the financial credit of
the departed in the other world. Alto-

gether the pageant was indescribably |

strange, — Clicago Trilune.

A Rat Tail Supper.
James Wallace, a wealthy Irish farmer,

is to day, perhaps. says a letter from |

Shawnee Mound, Ind., to the Chicago
Herulid, more respected by all his neigh-
bo:s than any other man in thot district,
simply because his name was attached
to tne following. found posted on all the
school houses and prominent gate posts:

Take notice: Tha rat must go. The farm-
ers have Leen torme=nted by these pesty ani-
mals long enough and the ery for pro ection
is abroad in the land. Therefore, be it
known that on Tuesday night a week hence
thers will be a supper given at Pin Hook
school house, the proceeds of which will be
given to the man, womanor child who brings
the largest number of rat tails.

It would be expressing it mildly to
suy that the farmers were pleased when
they read the nbove, The scheme wasso
plausible o them that they were almost
wild with excitement. 1'at-tail societics
were formed among the farming youths
and various plans of extermination dis-
cussed. In afew nights the campaign
besan. The scene was an exciting one.
Dotted here and there for miles around
one could see the lanterns and terch-

! lights bobbing up and down among trees

and hedges, while the frequent reports
of pistols and sho’guns sounded to ﬁhﬂ
When

*‘But, auntie, [ can’t help myself. T
catch one cold on another, and it ustevening. She asked John to sing, and

keceps me weak.” p

**You catch cold becanse you do not
obey the simple laws necessury to keep |

your body in a healthy condition.” i

“Laws! I can't see what laws have to |
T la way.
“Keep to the laws of health,” said ! 1
| house was kept reasonably cool, her body

do with me,” replied Mary, crossly.

Aunt Tubitha, *‘and be strong: break
them and be sick.”
“T don’t Lreak them,” said Mary.

“The lung and the short of the matter |

is this: I am a delicate woman, and the
climate is too severe for me. The doctor
says [ ouglt to go to Flonda.”

“Bosh! You are my own niece, and I
know you started with a fair coostitu-
tion. Apply your common sense to your
daily li'e'and you can be a well woman
in a fel¥r weeks,” cried Aunt Tabitha,
with spirit.

“‘Oh, if I only could,” groaned Mary,
with another sneeze.

*If I lived as you do, improperl
clothed, fed and {rnrmed', IpshI:'-|115
soon be in your condition,” said her
aunt, o

“Aunt Tabitha!™

“T mean it. Nature has given you a
large frame, but you ignore the fact,and
make your waist so small, you look like
a dyspeptic wasp.”

“I never knew anyone who could say
such unkind things as you do," said
Mary, with a laugh.

¢Qh, that's my mission,” cried Aunt
Tabitha.
drugs.”

“Well, go on; I suppose I've got to
hear your lecture some time or anor
groaned Mary, with a spasm of sncezing.

“As the case stands,” said Auunt
Tabitha, “‘I am decidedly sorry for Johu.
Money is spent lavishly 01 medicines and
tonics for you—money that should be in-
vested in real estate, or in buying books
and plea-ures for you both. Now, instead
of this. upply common sense to your
daily life. “If you are downstairs have
your bedroom window open, so s to
keep the air pure for the night. If you
leave the parlor open that window, if but
little, so that your lungs will have some-
thing better for food than devitalized
air. You have no open grates, no chim-
neys to ventfate your rooms with, and in
cousequence must keep your uatfention
very carefully on the necessity for change
in the air.”

“But, auntie, if I kept opening and
shutting windows like that, I snould
catch culd ull the Cime.™

*¢Not if your body was properly pro-
tected by undergarments of wool. Wear
wann vests and thicker gowns and keep
your heouse cooler.  Never let the ther-
mometer get above sixty-eight degrees.
By keeping your house so warm you

layed his accompaniments, to his great
happiness, for, Le it known, that if a
man has a voice he likes to show it off to
advantage.

Will, backed by common sense, finds
Mary's ‘“‘enjoyment of ill
'health” came to an abrupt end. Het

well nourished aad sufficiently clothed
to enable her to withstand the eccen-
tricities of the climuate. TLast, but not
least, she daily took a biisk walk, rain o1
shine, and wore her dresses loose enough
to give her lungs free play.

John grew every year more devoted to
his cheerfui, healthy wife.

“(lommon sense versus drugs,” says
Aunt Tabitha, — Yankee Blade.
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Cranberry Culture,

Years ago, when the entire craoberry
- crop of the country was obtained from
| the wild **cranberry bogs,” scoops and
rakes of a peculiar construction wero
used in gathering this fruit. In using
these implements the vines were usually
broken off or pulled out by the roots,
,and large quantities of weeds, grass, and
i mud got mixed with the berries, all of
f which hal to be picked and washed out
‘before the fruit was ready for use or
‘market. Thecranberry rake is still used

'on some of the wili plantations, but |

i mech of the fruit gathered with this im-

“I'm for common sense versus | plement is badly bruised, causing it to | day,

| decay much sooner than the hand picked. !

Gathering by hand is now considered

| as being the least in urious to the vines,
[but also to secure clean, sound berries.
| As the hand-picked fruit commands a
| better price in market than that gathered
| with scoops and rakes, the extra expense

of gnthering it is more than made good
‘1o the cultivator.—2Xew Yok Suu,

Fleet Birds of Passage.

| There seems tobe no doubt that the
“frigate bird," an inhabitant of the
 tropical seas, is the swiftest bird that
i flies. It has been impossible to calcu-
| late 1ts rate of flight within fixed limits,
The pectoral muscles are immensely de-
vciorlcd, and weigh nearly one-fourth as
much as the whole body of the bird.
Another rapid flyer is the common ‘‘black
swift.” It has been computed that the
| great speed it attains is about 276 miles
| an hour, which, if mainfained for about
'six hours, would carry the bird from its
summer retreat in England to Central
! Africa. Our American “canvas back
! duck” is comwmonly computed to be capa-
ble of flying 200 miles an hour,—New
| York Dispatch.

her,” | preferable to any other mode. not only | It was such an unheard of thing for one
| of the animals to do that the hunters

| were taken completely by surprise. One

together.  The hooks are joined and the |
box is rendy for the top and bottom. The |
lutter is nailed on and a muslin hinge is |
pasted on the former, which secures it
&> the box.

From the nailing room the boxes are
taken to the pasting room. Here girls
paste the cdiges, labels, cte., and the box |
is stond outside to dry. The boxisnow |
ready to receive cigurs. Sometimes funcy !
touches in the way of varnishing and
putting on fancy paper are desired, but
the ordinary ce:lar cigar box receives the |
treatment I have deséribed. When it is
recollected that a cigar box fulfills its
mission the moment it receives its cigars,
and must be destroyed, by law, assoon
as it becomes empty, the number of
boxes used in this country, with the
progress of the cigar industry and the
law preseribing themasthe only packing
for cigars, it almost equals the oumber
of hair pins manufactured.— Chizago
Times,

A Rhinoceros in a Rage.

“An infuriated rhinoceros,” said Mr.
lohse, a hunter of wild ammals in
Africa, *Yis literally ‘blind with fﬂ{;’“-"l
He puts his head down, and ruas in a;
bee line, kno: king down everything that |
gets in his way. If there was a stone!
wall in front of him he would smash right |
upagainst it. Some of my Homrahn hun- |
ters wounded a female rhinoceros ane |
when the brute ran off. The men |
were securing her young when she sud- |
denly stopped and rushed toward them.

of them was caught by her horn and
thrown high in the air. He dropped to
the ground a corpse, for the rhinnceros
had disemboweled him."—New York
Sun.

A Case of Hard Luck.

Manager Brown, of the Witheruld &
Brown Rclling Mill, at Findlay, Ohio,
thinks that luck is dead against him.
He was the victim of a most peculiar ac-
cident the other day. He drew $500 in
bills from bauk, and placing the pack-
age in an outside pocket of his coat
started on the railroad frack to walk to
his mill. A train passed him, and from
the smokestack of the engine a spark of
fire was thrown into his pocket, alight-
ing upon the package of money, causin
it to burn. When Brown discovered anﬁ

uenched the fire it had caten clear
through the centre of the bills, leaving
only two ends of each bill unconsumed.
It is the opinion of bank officials that
enough of the mouey remains to be re-

—that 15, an end aad side pieee are put |

| To the t

| amusing

deemed in bills.— Waslinglon Star.

listener like skirmishers at war.
a single family turned out, the father
and sons wielded the wenpons of de-
struction,while the women folks brought
up the rear, armed with a %air of scissors
each, with which to clip the tails from
the dead and dying, and it may be added
that a large number of rats were runaing
about minus their tails.

Was the *‘rat tail supper” a success?
une of several thousand tails,
he night of the supper it was an
sight to sce the Cupid stricken
farmer boy, in company with his best

girl, walking arm and arm into the

andon t

| school house with a bunch of rat tailsin

cach of their hands, The school house
was packed full of country people, and
rat tails was the leading topic of con-
versation. Some of the tails had been
cut short and some long, thusaffording
an insight to the maanerin which they
had been clipped by the excited women
in their great hurry to carry away the
trophies of their labor. ' .

Previous to the announcement of sup-
per a general handwashing took pluce in
a large basin prepared for the occasion.
No one can wonder at this after the
handling of so many rear projections.
Then came the supper- oysters—after
whichthe tak of counting the tails
began, and lasted for over an hour, dis-
turbed frequently by the clapping of
hands as some promivent farmer’s num-
ber exceeded that of his neighbor. Amid
the shouts of every one in the school
house the result was announced in favor
of James Wallace and family—the mun
who bad carried the scheme through—
and then followed congratulations from
all sides until that gentleman’s aim was
almost shaken from its socket. The rat
has lost his hold on * hawnee prairie, due
to the famous ‘‘rat tail supper.

The World's Coal Oulput.

The following table shows the total
output of coal throughout the world for
the calendar years for which statistics
are available, except the figures of the
United States for 1387, Gross tons of
9240 pounds are used in giving the sta-
tistics of Great Britain, the United
States, Russia and other countries, and
metric tons of 2204 pounds for all the
other continental countries of Europe:

Connlried, Tons, 185, Tons, 1336,
Great Britain. ......150351,418 157,518,483
United States........ 102,145,885 106,548,529
Germany . ... .eeen 78,266,288 75,627,766
France...oooeernesens 19,510,530 20,014,507
Belgium... ......... 17,346,000 17,233,144
Austria- Hungury.... 17,892,819  13,552,62)
RUSSiR . .cvovnnnncrnns 4,500,000 4,650,000
Spain.......coon cuee 045,904 4000,

ova Scotia. v..eneen. 1,352,305 1,502,611
(Other countries. ... 7,000,000 7,000,
TotalS,uee. ovreen. 408,634,047 400,407,508

[

| try lad as aservant,when going on a boat-

BUDGET OF FUN.

HUMOROUS SKETCHES FROM
VARIOUS BOURCES.

A Shining Society Light—A Freak
of Nature — Robbing - River
Banks — Her Strict Bense
of Propriety, Etc., Etc.

A pair of shiny boots he wore,
ikewise a shiny hat,
And eyed the damsels at the door
Who came out from the mat.

No answering glance they gave him back.
As swiftly past they flew,
Because like hat and boots, alack,
His coat was shiny too.
—Boston Courier,

A Treak of Nature,

Timpkins—*I say, Jones, those trou-
sers of yours are mighty shabby.”

Jones (who is sensitive on the subject
and replies with some asperity)—‘‘Well,
anyway, they cover’a warm heart!"—
Judge.

.Robbing River Bankas.

“I see in the paper,” remarked Mrs.
Snaggs, ‘‘that some river thieves have
been arrested.”

““Yes," replied her husband, listlescly.

“It's a good thing they are arrested.
Think how Pittsburg would suffer if
they had stolen the Allegheny or the
Ohio."—Pittslurg Chronicle.

Her Strict Sense of Propriety.

On the archuery ground. Miss Prim—
“Did you hit the masculine bovine optic,
M. Gubbins”

‘Beg yardon?”

Small brother Prim to the rescue:

“Aw, she wants to know if you hit the
bull's eye, Mr. -Gub., only she’s too toney
to talk plain English. Cheese yournon-
sense, Sue."—Dansrille Breeze,

The Instrument Was Shocked.

First Telegraph Operator—'‘What’s
the matter with your wa:hine, Jack? It
acts as if it were going to tear itsell off
the table?”

Second Telegraph Operator—*‘Oh, it's
that fool fellow in Washington.”

““What's he doing?"

‘‘He's sending the proceedings of the
woman's rights gathering there, and he
just now gave the name of the president
as Susie Anthony!"— Chi-ago Muil.

A Chance to Show Attention.

“Do you think, Miss Ethel,” he in-

quired, tremulously, ‘‘that I could see
your father this evening?"

] bardlythink so, Mr. Lastyn,” she
replied with asoft and not unbecoming
blush. “Papa is in the library with Mr,
Getthere, and I expect he will need me,
too, in a few minutes. But I am sure
that any other evening papa would be |
more than happy to have you call on
him. He is always pleased when young
people show him attention.”

-

In a Contemplative Mood.
 Why so contemplative, papa mine? "
said the beautiful Miss Wubash to her
father, the eminent Chicago pork packer;
¢*is your mind upon business carcs in-
tent?"”

“ Yes, dear,” he replied, pushing her
away gently; ‘‘and you mustn't dis-
turb me now. I have perfected asys-
tem by which I can make silvered pigtail
favors for the german, and [ am trying to
think out something that will prevent
the grunt from running entirely to
waste.”-~New York Sun.

A Waste of Raw Material.

Mr. Thrippair Bacque (who isshowing
Miss Terrie Hutt the sights of the town)—
i | ook at those seals, Miss Hutt! Don't
you think they're sorter int'resting? See
‘em flop about!”

Miss Terris Hutt (steruly)—*‘I think
they're an awful waste of material, if you
wanter know, Mr. Bacque. I calenlate
there's a sacque and a half in each one of
those insects, and now they're natural-
ized: I don’t s’pose there’s a cent cf duty
on 'em. Where did you say the monkey>'
cage wasl."—Puck.

A Sarcastic Order Literally Obeyed.
A missionary once took a Hindoo coun-

ing journey. Asthere are no lava‘ories
on board these country boats, one’s ab-
lutions have to be performed in a very
simple maoner, an ordinary bucket serv-
ing as a wash-bowl. Tbe boy was or-
dered to bring some water, and in doing

| “Why don't you throw it all over me?" |

asked the missionary, jocosely. *‘Aha,” |

“*Well," hesitated Larry, shrewdly, *I
am not very anxious, but if you feel like
it, U'll go for you for friemiship’a sake
and take the chances.”

Each one assured the other of the great
bargain he was getting, and finally the
pins were exchanged.

That night the two friends went to the
theatre, and Larry, fearing that Hoey
might want to play “Injun gift,” wore
his new scarf Pin in his pocket, so his
friend wouldn’t secit and be reminded
of the past. *“Gf course,” thought
Larry, ‘‘Hoey wouldn't wear anything
but the best, and I'm just in to the ex-
tent of a $50 scarf pin.”

The next day Hoey left, and Larry was
in high feather and went to John Cham-
berlin to tell him his luck.

“By Jove!" he said to Johm, ‘T
worked Hoey in great shape,” and he
proceeded to give him all the particu-

lars.

John tumbled into a chair and fairly
yelled.

Larry joined kim and roared even

louder than John did.

““What are you lsughing at?’ asked
John, finally.

“At the way I worked Hoey, of
course," said Larry, in some surprise.

“I ain't," said John. “I'm laughing
at the way he worked you.”

Worked me?" exclaimed Larry, getting
cold.

“Of course," said John.
trade him & $3 pini”

““Yes, and got a $50 one for it."”

“Not much, you didn't. Hoey told me
allabout it, and that pin you've got cost
him just fifty cents, and he dido’t try to
beat the dealer down a single cent,
either.”

Larry was so indignant that he bet
Chamberlin a basket of champagne he
didn’t know anything about jewelry, and
then taking him out to a jeweler's, the
question was put to the expert as to the
value of the pin.

“Well,"” he said, aftera critical ex-
amination, ‘‘Idon’t know what it is
worth to you, but if I were buying I'd
give about twenty-five cents a quart for
pins of that grade.”

Larry collapssd, and now he is look-
ing for Hoey with a club,— Washington
Cri de.

The Australian Aborigines.

The character of the Australian abo-
riginal, when studied, shows traits that
his white oppressors might be proud to
possess.  His faithfulness is remarkable,
and he has been known to stay with his
sick master on the desert plains of inte-
rior Australia till death had taken them
both, though his own safety might have
been secured with ease. Their power of
endurance is such that they have been
known to travel over 123 miles in twenty-
four hours, and be ready to move on if
required. Their keen power of scent
and observation is now appreciated by
the police, and woe be to the criminal
whose track they are upon! Not a dis-
turbed leaf nor an dverturned stone will
escape their keen eyes.

Last November three desperate bush
rangers escaped from the jail at Perth,
Western Australia. They were familiar
with the bush, and had hours’ start, yet
with the assistance of the ‘‘black track-
ers™ the escapers were in the hands of
the police within twenty-four hours.

But the “*black fellow” will not work;
if any dnty is required of him, and the
idea is impressed upon him that it is only
play, he is readyand willing to do it, no
matter how arduous the task may Le.
He will ride horseback all day after cat-
tle and stay awake all night- to watch
them, if he thinks it is fun, but let him
find it is h's work he is doing and he will
take to the bush at short notice, nor will
he return to the same master. He asks
no pay; clothes he does not need; a bite
to cat and his satisfaction is complete.

It is the fashion of the Queensland
ladies to have a little black boy for a pet.
Tricked out in gnudy c'othes the little
fellows take the place of the pet poodle
of European society. K These boys are
usually taken from the “Gins” by force,
but as it is nobody's business the crime is
never noticed,—San Franciseo Alta,

“D.dn’t you

Making Cork Bottle-Stoppers.

Cork has to be prepared before it
can be manu/uctured into bottle corks,”

"said a dealer to a reporter for the New

York Muil and Erpress recently.

“How 1s this done?”

“The bark which is intended for corks
is kept in a damp place. When taken
into the shop to be worked it is cut by
the first workman into strips, the width
of which correspunds to the length of

| so, happened to spill a little on the floor. | the future cork. A second workman

cuts these strips into squares, suited in
size to their diameter. The squares,

said the lad, and immediately, to his | strung, are plunged into boiling water
master’s astonishment, took up the pail | to make them swell out. They are then

and empticd it over that gentleman’s |
head. The boy could not possibly un-
derstand the humor in the «peech, and
was astonished to find that wordsare
not always used to express the same idea. |

‘Where He Drew the Line.

«] dropped into a down-town hat-
store last week to have my hat ironed,”
says a writer in the New York Zown
Topirs. **A gentleman haviog just pur-
chased a silk hat, one of the clerks had
tuken it to the inner room to have it
shaped to his head. While he stood
bareheaded awaiting his tile, another
gentleman entered, and, mistaking him
for one of the clerks, said as he handed
him his hat, which was an old one":
¢ Want to have it ironed.” The gentle-
man accepted the situation humorously, |
and taking the hat to the back ofice,
called out: ‘¢.Justiron that hat, please!"”

Presently his new hat was brought out
to him, and while he was just adjusting
it, customer number two came up briskly
and said: **You need not try iton; it
looks all right; give it to me."

4 Well, my good man,"” was the some-
what sarcastic retort, ‘I don’t mind be-
ing mistaken for a hat clerk, but when it
comes to giving up my new hat for that
old campaigner I have just passed in, the
lire has got to be drawa.”

Larry Jerome’s Scarf Pin.

A weck or soago, just as Larry Jerome,
the New York millionaire patron of out-
door sports, was leaving home to come
overto Washington, he stopped in at
Macy's und bought a handsome solid gold.
scarf pin, set with a beautiful sapphire,
for which he paid the regulatiou price of
$3. On the handsome Jerome this pia
loomed up like a gem of purest ray |
serene, and he ﬁattereﬁ him:eif that he |
was giving the jewelry a great send-off, |
and taking in all observers by its glit-
ter. When he reached Washington and
Chamberlin's the first man he met was |
John Hoey, and the first thing he noticed
on Mr. H. was a fine diamond scarf pin,

“Larry's mind was soon made up and
he began to “‘approach’ his friend, the
millionaire,

“That's a fine pin you are wearing,"
he said, with innocent confidence.

Yes," remarked Mr. H., “and I ob-
serve that you are wearing one that isn't
any slouch.”

Larry blushed and went at him again.

“Yes,"” he said, *‘that’s a fine article,
but I like yours better in some respects
thanmy own.”

«Qh, T don’t know,"” said Hoey, eva-
sivelg.” “How'll you trade?”

stored in & cool place and kept con-
stantly moist by sprinkiing till they pass
into the hands of the cork-master. He
applies them in succession, giving them
a rotary motion, to the edge of a wide-
bladed knife, drawing them at the same
time slowly along its length, and by
skillful manipulation transforms the
square into a round cork. This is the
French method. In other couatries the
workmen handle the knife in a different
manner,”

“Are many corks made ia this coun-
try?”

“Yes, a great many. They sre cut by
a machine. Only the best are made by
hand. To obtaina good cork it is es-
sential that its axis, as it is cut from the
bark, be parallel with the axis of the
tree on which the bark grew, but the
broad, flat corks have to be cut perpen-
dicular to the axis of the tree. A good
workman can make 1000 corks a

da!.l.'

The Strawberry's Name.

Over four huudred years ago “‘Straw-
berries!"” wasa cry of the London streets;
aud the garden of the Bishop of Ely at
Holborn was famous for its fine growth
of the lucious berry. Its name is an
Anglo-Saxon une, supposed to be derived
from its straw-like stem, but quite as pos-
sibly it is durived from the circumstance
of its growing umid what was called
straw, or from the custom of stringing
and braiding the long-stemmed berrics
into o bunch of straws, as some of the
country folk do to-dny. Beside our own
numberless varieties of the same wild
berry, cultivated out of all acquaintance
with its parent stock, there is an East
Indian variety with showy yellow fow-
ers, valuable only for ornament, as the
fruit is worthless, and o charming Chil-
ian species with thick dark leaves, and a
berry sonietimes of a pale rose color and
sometimes of a rich creamy tint, and
often as large a¢ a hen's egg.

«The Chautnuqua Salute.”

Sunday night, when Mr. Burdick arose
to begin his address, the ladies, in ac-
cordunce with a prezoncerted plan, %’sve
him a Chautauqua salute. Every lady
in the house waved her handkerchief,
and the effect was beautiful. We didn't
suppose there were so many clean white
handerchiefs in town. From the par-
quet, the circle, the gallery and the
stage fluttered the dainty fabrics, giving
eloquent though silent evidence of the
warm place Mr. Burdick has won in the
hearts of the ladies of the village.—
Dansville (N, Y.) Advertiser,

CUKIOUS FACTS.

Tﬁs world takes one ton of pills every
week, : .
_ Muskets were invented and first used
in England in 1421,
Darius, of Persia, at the battle of the
Granicas, had 600,000 men. 5
It takes eight hundred full blown roges
to make a tablespoonful of perfume.

tell what a person is thinking about by
the way the person winks. .

George R. Cowherd, of Greensburg,
Kentucky, has a dog that crows for day
in company with the roosters,

Two well-known firms in Kingston;
New York, recently had a lawsuit over
forty-five cents, and both emgaged law--
yers.

The English call an elevator a *lift,”
and the
the Scotch put in their oar by referring
to it as a “ drop.”

The word biscuit is French for ¢ twice
baked,” because originally that was the
mode of catirely depriving it of moisture
to insure its keeping. :

“journey cake” from the facility with

a ration in traveling. :

a spectacle mission, where poor
printers, tailors, shoemakers and seam-

tain spectacles for little or nothing.

newspa
Winslow, the Boston forger. Since he
became & citizen of the Argentine Re-
public he is said to have amassed a for-
tune of $300,000.

The smallest mite of humanity ever
born in Pennsylvania wasgiven birth to
by Mrs. Robbins, of Throop, Lacka-
wanna county, recently. It isa female
child, and, it is said that a. finger ring
could easily be slipped over its head.

In the city of Mexico, not long since,

him up in a room with six rattlesnskes.
At the end of six hours they opencd the
doorand he was standing on a window
sill, and the snakes had fought and
killed each other. :

A schoolboy of Imsterburg, Germany,
recently wrote to the Emperor of China

for his collection, A few days ago
Chinese Embassy in Berlin forwarded to
nim 4 letter from the Emperor enclosing
the stamps which he desired. .

A Chieago street-car conductor with
tast for gardening ekes out his modest
salary by raising mushrooms - in the cel-
lar of his house. 8o far this month the
beds have yielded an average of four
pounds of mushrooms to every nine
square feet, and there is ready sale for
them in them in the market.

locomotive engiueer, has in his posses-

which was presented to him as a token
of -friendship by Andrew Jackson just
before his inauguration a8 President. It
has the name of the donor, the date-of

cipient engraved upon it.

Printed matter is measured by ‘‘ems,”
the letter “m” being the unit. The
following comgilation is by Professor
A, P. Lyon: The Bible contains 8,500,-
000 “ems,” Webster's Dictionary 20,000,-
000, Chambers's Encyclopedia 58,000,-
000, Johnson's Cyclopzdia 56,000,007,
Appleton’s Cyclop vdia 60,000,000 and
Encyclopedia Britannia 140,000,000
l{ems.ll

‘'he common people of Hemburg
rarely eat meat, it is so desr. Soups
are made in great varicty, including one
from beer. The rer kinds of fish
only are cheap. Economy i3 not con-
fined to the poorer people, Servant girls
are gcnerang allowed for the week their
.loaf of bread and quarter or half-pound
of butter or lard, and are only permitted
to use 8 certain quantity at each meal,
the rest being lockéd up with the family
provisions till the next meal.

The Art of Boning Fish,

¢After all, this is just about the finest
fish that swims,” sald a Quincy
(Mass.) market dealer to a (Hlole-Demo-
crnt correspondent as he Jaid upon_the
scales a big shad that made the indica-
tor jump around to the seven pound
notch.

¢8p faras flavoris concerned," replied
the customer, “itis certainly unequaled;
but the bones are a serious drawback."”

The fishmonger smiled. *‘If youdon't
like the bones,” he remarked, ‘‘why

don't you take them out before you cook

| the shad.”

“You are joking. It wouid not be
possible without pulling the fish to
shreds.” ;

“You are quite mistaken, Iassure you.
If you like, I will bone this one for you.
Watch me closely, and next time you
will. be able to do it for yourself. You
see, I have already spread the fish out
flat, as if for broilin{, by dividing the
back with a knife from head to tail.
After disemboweling it Icut off the tail
and head, and then inserting my knife as
carefully as possible beneath the

backbone, I disect it out as the
doctors, would say, from the
flesh, together ~ with  the  ribs
and smaller bonesattached toit. If this

is properly done nearly the whole of the
bony system will have been removeds
when the belly and other useless portion,
are cut away. Nothing now remainse
you perceive, but the edible part of thf
shad, ready for the grirdiron. For, o.
course, boned shad must be broiled,
Scarccly a scrap of meat has been thrown
away, and all the bones are takea out,
save ouly two or three rows of little ones
that can be readily withdrawn from Le-
tween the longitudinal fiakes. The shad's
skeleton is far more elaborate in structure
than that of any other fish, and the dif-
ficulty of performing this operation upon
it is proportionally greater. With a
mackerel or cod there is comEaralively
little trouble. Here is your shad now,
gir, without a bonein it. It is a deli-
cacy. I will venture tosay, that you have
never scen upon anybody’s table.”

Hunting Woodchucks With Terrapin.,

A man in Webster county, W. Va., has
a novcl way of catching woodchucks.
He tirst catches a land terrapin and bores
a hole in its sh-~ll just over the tail.
Thorough this hole he runs a ball of
candlewick, leaving the ball about two
feet from the terrapin.  When he wants
a woodchuck for dinner he takes the
terrapin in his pocket to the hole in
which the woodchuck has taken up his
permanent residence, When there he

uts the terrapmn in the mouth of the
Ecle, salurates the ball with kerosene,
applics a lighted matchand in the turtle
goes, followed by the ball of fire. The
owner then stands at the other end, or
exit, and awaits J:mgrcss. In a very
short time the woodchuck appears at the
mouth of the hole in a puzzled frame of
mind. A sharp blow from a club winds
up the woodchuck’s existence. The
terrapin is always close behind his prey;
he is picked up, the burning kerosene
extinguished, and the hunter is ready
for another.—— Chicugo Herald.

A man in Missouri claims that he can -
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