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JOHN THOMPSON'S DAUGHTER.

Tur fullowing elever parady on Campbell's ballad
of * Lard Ullin's Duughter,” is taken from a Vir-
Tium paper:

A fellow near Kentucky elime,
Cries, * Boatman, do not tarry,

And '} give thee a silver dime,
To row us o'cr the ferey.”

# Now whao would cruse the Ohio,
This dark and stormy water 1V
I am this young lads’s beau,
And this John Thonipson's daughter.

“ We're fled before her futher's spite
With great precipitation,

And should he find us here to-night,
I'd lose my reputation.

4 They've missed the girl and purse beside,
Ilis horsemen hard have pressed me:
And who will cheer my bonney bride,
If yetthey shall arrest me 17

Out epoke the boatman thenin time,
“ You shall not fall, don't fear it ;
I'll go, not for your silver dime,
But for your manly spirit.

“ And by my word, the bonney bird,
In danger shall not tarry,

For though a sterm is coming on,
I'll row you o'er the ferry.™

By this the wind more ficrecly rose,
The boat was at the landing,

And with the drenching rain their clothes
Grew wet where they were standing,

But still, ax willder rose the wind,
And as the night grew drearer,

Just back a picce eame the pulice,
Their trampling sounded nearer.

40 baste thee, haste I"" the lady erics,
“It's anything but funny ;

I'Il leave the light of loving eyes,
But not my futher's money ™

W_

icism of his noble form, and the look of
invineible determination in his keen blue
eves, had doubtless warned the desperadoes
that “the Yankee orator,” as he was gene-
rally termed could hit a8 hard b'ows as the
Leonrt iself. However this may be, two
vears elapsed, vears ton of eminent suceess,
hefore the penceable attorney was even in-
jeulted.  Alas! this [luleyon perivd was
[ doomed tu a change alike sudden and terri-
i bie.

There resided at (hat time in the town a
notorious duellist Ly the nazme of Johnson,
whose matehless prowess inspived universal
fear, e had slain halt” a dozen foes on the
public “ field of honor,” and as many in
private and irregular enconaters.  All the
members of “the bloody fancy club” spoke
of Mike Johnson's feats with rapturous en-
thusinsm. But all good men, all lovers of
peace, when the “brave wreteh” passed,
turned pale and were silent.

At the May terin of the District Court,
1829, the grand jury, musteiing extraordi
nary courage, returned a true bill against
Juhnson for the murder of William Lee, an
inoffensive youth, whom e had shot down
in a drunken frolie, under circumstances of
peculiar aggravation. Thomas was retained
by a friend of the deceased to aid in the
prosecution, and notwithstanding the earnest
advice of his well-wishers to the contrary,
appeared on the trial of the cause—one of
the most exciting ever argued at the bar of
Vicksburg. On the last evening of the ses-
sion, after adjournment, Thomas rushed into
the presence of his wife, with looks of such
evident agitation as to fill her soul with over-
powering alarm,

“My love, tell me, in the name of héaven,
what has happened ?” she ened, pale as a
corpse, and shaking like a leaf in the wind.
“ Nothing,” answered the husband, think-
ing to conceal the most fearful part of the
intelligence. * Nothing, ouly the murderer,
Mike Johnson, after his acquital, grossly in-
sulted me in the court-yard, and 1 knocked
him down.”

“ And he challenged you to fight him with
pistols!” almost shricked the wife, anticipa-

And still they hurried in the face,
Of wind and rain unsparing ;

John Thumpson reached the landing place,
tlis wrath was turned to swearing.

For by the lightning’s angry flash,
His ehild hedid discover ;

One lovely hand held all his cash,
And one was round her lover!

“ Come back, come back,” he cried in woe,
Across the stormy watery
“ But leave the purse ! and you ma

O my dnughter.”

My daughter,

*Twas vain ; they reached the other shore,
(Such dooms the Fates assiyn us,)

The gold he'd piled went with his child,
And he was left there minus.

Geleet Tale.

THE DUELIN THE DARK,
A TALE OF VICKSBURG.
Eveny traveller who has descended the
Mississippi within the last twenty-live years,
must remember Vicksburg, so singular in its
situntion for a town on the shelving declivity
of high rolling hills, with its houses scatter-
ed in groups on the terraces, Every reader
of American newspapers during any one of
the last twenty-five vears must remember
Vickshury, so rich has been the fund of ma-
terial it has supplied for the circulating li-
braries of “ harribile murders,” ducly, atliays,
and executions, by all sorts ol ** summary
process.”  The public will not likely soon
forget the hanging of the gamblers and
steam-doctors.  In fine, evervhody knows
that the place has been noted sinee its carliest |
settlement for the belligerent character of
its inhabitants, and the number and atrocity
of the violent deeds which may be asserted
with literal truth, to have stained its every

street with the blood of human hearts.

It is not our present purpose, however, to
sketch any of these more celebrated brute-
battles, that prove nothing beyond the wilful
wickedness of the respective combatants.
But we will select for the sake of its mourn-
ful moral nlone, a solitary tragedy, which was
brietly chronicled by the press of the day,
and then faded from the recollection of all,
save one from whom the writer received the
story in all its particulurity.  She, of course,
could never forget. The wife of the mur-
dered hero wept at the sad reminiscence
twenty years after the date of the catastro-

he. .

In the year 1827, a young lawyer, (whom
we shall call John Thomas, to avoid hurrow-
ing the memory of gome relative or friend
who might chance to ekim over these col-
umns,) emigrated from Worcester, in Mas-
sachusetts, to the State of Mississippi. He
was poor, had recently mariied a beautiful
and accomplished woman who had re-
poaneed wealthy parents for his sake, and
hence was anxions to better his fortune in
as little time as possible. T'his consideration
determined the legal adventurer to locate at
Yicksburg, then considered in the West as
the paradise of the bar,

In a very short time the new lawyer had
ample reasons to congratulate himself on
the choice of his position. His bland de-
meanor, studions habits, and more than all,
his eloquence in debate, won him patronage;
and he rose, almost at a single bound, to
the first place in his profession. He was
employed in all the land suits, and in most
of the still more numerous and equally lu-
crative cases of homicide, so that in the brief
period of two years alter his advent he had
cleared the round sum of thirty thousand
dollars. Let no sceptical disciple of Lord
Coke deem this statement incredible. S. S.
Prentiss, now of New Orleans, rea!izm’i,
cash in hand, forty thousand dollars by his
opening speech in Vickshorg. -

During his career thus far, young Thomas
was remarkable in one respect. He never
went armned, and although in the fierce xu_d
fiery altercations of the forum, he necessari-
ly made some enemies, no attack h‘aul hither-
to hoen ventured on his person. The athlet-

fear that the consegue
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ting the rest, with the quickness of woman’s
keen common sense.

“Itis even so,” replied the lawyer, mourn-
fully.

“ Oh! say that you will not meet him.
Oh! swear that you will not turn duellist in
this Sodom of the South,” implored the wife,
throwing her arms around his neck, and
sohbing like a ehild on his bosom.

“There, do not weep now. [ will not
turn duellist, dear Emma, although I much
nee will be o ruig 2
e
man.”
The next morning it was known in Vicks-
burg that “the Yankee orator” had been
challenged and refused to fight. According-
ly, he was generally denounced as a coward
—a word which at that day, and even now,
might he considered as expressing fur deep-
er scorn than either rohher or assassin.  As
he passed throngh the streets, he was aston-
ished to witness the eoldness manifested by
his old acquaintances, and even professed
friends, while the great mass of the people
seemed to regard him with ineffable con-
tempt.  *“ Yankee white-liver,” * hoaster,”
« poltron,” were the scunds most frequently
rung in his cars, especially when uear the
groceries, and there was one then ou every
terrace of the broken hills,

The matter grew still worse.  Ahout
weelk afterwards, Johnson met his vietim in
the public syuare, presented « cocked pistol
at Lis heart with one hand, and belabored
him unmercifully with a_cowhide which he
arasped in the other, Resistance at the
moment was altogether out of the question,
for the slightest motion would have been the
sienal for immediate death,  He tiought ol
Emma and her sweet babe, and bare the
castigation in silence.

Alter this, clients deserted his office, and
gentlemen refused to recognize him or re-
turn his salute in the thoroughfares of busi-
ness, or during his morning strolls over the
bills. Had his touch been contagion, or his
breath pestilence, he could not have been
more carctully shunned.

Another week passed, and the degraded
lawyer was in a state of mind hordering on
insanity ; and yet all the while he concealed
the mental fortune from his affectic nate wife.
One evening, in a more than comu on bitter
and gloomy mood, as he walked through the
public tquare, he was again accosted by
Mike Johnson, with his cocked pittol in one
haud and uplifted cowhide in the other. The
assault wus the more aggravatirg as the
place was thronged with spectatore.

« Coward and villain I” exclained John-
son, “did 1 not tell you that 1 would cow-
hide you every week, until 1 whigped {he
courage of a man and a gentleman into your
Yankee hide 1”

«1 am not a coward,” retorted Thomas,
in a hollow tone, so uncarthly fierco and
wild that it caused every hearer to start. At
the instant, his lips were livid, and clenched
between his teeth till the blood ran. His
eves were red as a mad dog's and the mus-
cles of his face quivered; but his body and
Jimbs seemed to have the rigidity of marble.

« He will fight now,” rung in an eager
whisper through the excited crowd, as they
saw the terriblo tokens of the fiend aroused
—the fiend which lurks, at differont depths,
in all human nature.

“If you are not a coward, why will you
not fight” asked the duelist, somewhat struck,
in spite of his thorough desperation, harden-
ed in the hot gore of a dozen murders.

“ [ will fight, if you wish it,” was the
loud ringing answer.

“'Then you accept my challenge "

«[ do. ~Will any one present be so good
as to act as my second t” inquired the law-
yer, addressing the spectators.

For & minute or two no one spoke, so
great was the dread of the arch-duelist, Mike
Johnson,

« Will no one in such a mass of generous
wen be my second?” repeated the lawyer,
in a louder tone.

« [ will,” said a shrill, trampet-like voice,
on the outskirts of the crowd, and a tall,
commanding form, with bravery written on

tia hrow, and the eagle’s eye heneath it,
made his way to the centre of the scene of
contention, and stood close fronting Johnson,
with a smiling glance, before which the lat.
ter, for an instant, quailed.

The question “who is he? who is he?”
circulated among the lovkers on. But no
one could answer; no one had ever seen
him before, and yet everybody would have
then sworn to his courage, so bold yet tran.
quil was his bearing.

“ Who are you " inquired the duelist, re-
covering his presence of mind.

“ A steanger from Texns.”

“ But who will vouch for your respecta-
hility &

“1 can give you vouchers sufficient,” re.
plieil the stranger, frowning till his brows
looked frightful ; and then stooping forwards,
he whispered something in Johnson's ear,
audible alone to him.

o [ am satisfied,” said the duelist aloud,
and trembling perceptibly. ¢ Col. Morton,
will you serve us my friend "

The individaal last addressed gave his as.
sent.

“ Now, let us adjonrn to some private
room to arrange the preliminaries,” remark.
ed the stranger; and the principals and se-
conds left the crowd, then increasing every
minute, and excited near to madness by the
thick-crowding events of the hour,

The meeting took place the following
niglt, ia a dmk room, with the door locked
and the two seconds on the outside. The
principals were pladed in opporite corners
of the apartment, which was twenty feet
square, and each was armed with a large
howie knife—no more. It was miduight—a
night without moon or stars.  Black pitchy
clouds enveloped the sky, and a elight sifting
mist rendered the shadows of the earth more
intense. Hence, the room where the duel
was about to hegin was wrapped in rayless
darkness.  The combatants could not even
see the blades of their own knives.

At first, they both stopped and stealthily
untied and took off their shoes, 8o as to
mauke the leart possible noise in walking over
the floor. The same thought had struck
them at the same tinie—to manceuvre for the
vantage-ground.

Thomas moved in a cirele, softly asa eat,

our Li’_l_'f?i?mea, and if it must fall, we will Perish amidst
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the Buins.”

A TALE OF:JEALOUSY.
THE BARONET'S S8TORY.

The following story was related to me
hy an old friend, Trish: baronet, and a5 far
as my memory servesl will give it to you
in his own words:

About four months {after my marriage, it
was my wont, each morning after breakfast,
to stroll ahout my gantens-and fields, until,
perhinps, four o’clocksat which hour 1 re-
turncd home o enjay my wile's society;
and when the weatherpermitted we ovea-
sionally took a walk or ride,

One morning feeling mysell not quite
well, [ returned much earlier than usual,
ahout eleven o'clock,-'and went into the
house hy a hack entrace; as neither knock-
ing nor ringing announced my arrival, my
wife was not aware of:my return.

I sought bher first in the drawing room
but not finding her there proceeded to her
bed-room, and while’ passing through my
dressing-room to it I~was surprised by a
sudden rush to the. bed-room door, which
was instantly bolted ‘within. T distinetly
heard a low whispering and as [ thought,
hurried receding steps: yet, aitogether, I
was not kept waiting more than a few se-
'conds. My wife's maid openet the door,
| when to my great perplexity I beheld my
| wife’s ueually pale face’ suffused with erim-
son blughez. [ also detected her manauv-
ing a comb through Trer bair to hide, as I
stantly suspected, her blushes from me, or
her disorderly curls.

“ What is the meaning of all thisi”
thought I, “it is strange! the maid too
looks confused and mauch frightened !,’

My wife did not hasten to meet me with
her usually sunny weleome; thero wis not
even one smile to greet me. At length,
recovering herself a little, sho with a bhesi-
tating manner said—

« Well, love how goes on the farm {”

But I was grieyed, for the first time in my
life. I felt that I was fiot welcome. 1 felt
something was going on that [ was not to
know. So merely saying 1 will tell you
when we meet in the drawing-room, 1 ab.
ruptly quit her. :

Not knowing whither I was going or why
[ suffered so sudden '8¢ frightful a revolu.
tion of feeling, I hurried down stairs rushed

around the apartment, till he got within a
few feet of the corner where his enemy had
first been placed, and then paused to listen.
For four or five seconds he could hear no-
thing in the grave-like silence but the quick
beats of his own husy heart. Presently,
however, there crept into lis ear a searcely
audible sound as of suppressed breathing,

was trying the same stratagen:. ‘I'he ruse
was repeated thrice, with a like result. At
length Thomas coneladed to stand perfectly
stll and await Johnsou's approach. Mo-
tionless now himself, he conld distinguish a
soft rustling noise, like the dropping of
flakes of wool, cireling around the floor, and
aradually advancing towards him.

At last, when the sound appeared within
about three fect of the lawyer's position, he
suddenly made a bounding plunge with his
knife, aimed in the dark air, where he sup-
posed the bosom of his foe to be. His blade
struck aguinst that of the other, aud a few
sparks of fire rolled at the fierce collision,
and fell expiring on the floor.

And then, for an instant, the seconds with-
out the daor heard a gharp ringing of steel,
a groan, a fall, and all again was silent as |
the tomb ! The duel at midnight had ended;
hut how? They were appalled at the hor-
rible question,

Waiting some minutes and hearing no-
thing more, Col. Morton and the stranger
prepared o light, unlocked the door, and en-
tered. The spectacly was most affecting.
There luy the bloody corpse of the duelist,
Johnson, mangled dreadfully, and ahove it
stood the erect and imposing form of the
lnwyer, Thomas—nnhurt, not o cut on his
skin or a rent in his clothing, but weeping
as i his heart were brokoen,

ile started back as the lashing light daz-
zled his eyes, and, growing pale as the dead
at his feet, exelaimed, in aceents of immea-
surable anguish—' Oh, God! how, shall 1
endure to meet my dear Emma, with this
murderous gore on my hands! Such stains
would defile the very gates of heaven, and
blacken the floar of hell itselt!”

He did, however, afterwards meet Emma
and her babe ; but we shall not attempt to
paint the scene. A week subsequently, he
was shot to pieces in his own office, while
employed in writing after night. The assas-
sin was not known, but supposed to be a
younger hrother of the duellist, Johnson.

The stranger who acted in the combat as
the second of Thomas, was indeed, as he
said, from Texas, and then travelling through
Mississippi, and was the bravest man, per-
haps, that ever drew the breath of life.
Jumes Bowie, who fell anly with the full of
the Alinio, when his red knife was drunk
with the blood of Mexicans.

Reader.—But the moral?  You promised
us a moral.

Writer.—The same moral which lies at
the bottom of all true stories, if they be read
rightly. [ give you this, and can give no
more— that the circumstances which make
men make also their actions, as the history
of many a New Englander besides poor
Thomas, in the South, can attest. There-
fore, never strongly condenin the deeds of
your brethren of the common humanity,
until you shall have realized their material
and spiritual situation in all its mathematical
and moral dimensions.  T'his lesson, studied
well, may render you wiser and probably
happier men.

B .

Tur Furune—It has been heautifully
said, that « the veil which covers the face of
futurity is woven by the hand of Mercy.—
Seek not to raise that veil, therefore, for sad-
ness might be seen to shade the brow that
fancy had arrayed im-smiles and gladness.”

—_—— i ————

Hze that clothes the poor, clothes his own
soul. He that sweetens the cup of afflic-
tion, sweetens his own heart. He that feeds
the hungry, spreads out a banquet for him-
self, more sweet and refreshing than luxury
can bestow.

through the hall acfpss the lawn, and
plunged into the fire-path that leads 1o a se-
questered part of theifground ; nor did |
slacken my pace untit{l was fully a mile
from the house, when¥threw myself upon
the green Lank ide of the river, the

: who. one half
5t of.men, now

fide had, at 1 WEfirevest - auny
asking foran explanation ; that 1 thought,
ought to have been given unsought, and 1
determined not to ask my lady why my visit
was g0 unweleome.

But henceforth [ resolved to keep a wateh-
ful eye upon her. A thousand cruel thoughts

crowded upon me now [ had discovered

there was something which my wife con-

conled from me;she whom I thought so

free from all duplicity.

At this period I had attained my thirtieth

year. Lady——was only two years young-

er than myeelf, but from sweet girlish style

of Leauty and gay, happy mauuer, no one

could suppose lier more than twenty. She

had been educated on the continent. I

knew that soon after leaving school she had

reecived proposals—if she had not actually

heen engaged to a gentleman—hefore quit-

ting Paris. Hitherto this circumstance had

never given the slightest uneasiness but now

my thoughts involuntaiy reverted to it—

haunted me day and night.

Between my wife and her maid there was
an unusual intimacy, owing, as I under-
stood, to the latter being what is called an
old follower of the family, This woman
was one of the tallest I ever saw, and large
in proportion her face was handsome, the
fentures strongly defined her eyes large in-
tensely dark and penetrating her long ring-
fets looked fulse; in appearance you would
have said that she was nearer fifty than
forty. ‘This person with her erect figure was
taken altogether, what many would pro-
nounce a very fine looking woman, but
somewhat maseculine,

Having described my wife’'s maid how
shall T tell you of the 'orrible suspicion
which scized upon my imagination?

1 thought perhaps, the muaid—was—ler
forcign lover in disguise !

Aud yet I did not could not, helicve
though the frightful idea never absented it-
sell Trom my brain, To hint such a thought
to my beautiful Agnes my heloved wife |
could pever bring myself. 1 strove rather
to banish the idea from my mind as a sug:
gestion of Satan,

From that day I became much changed
both in the outward and inward man. My
happiness was gone, my naturally light and
cheerful manner gave place to irritability
and gloom. Time flew on, days and weeks
passed without any particular occurrence,
until one morning having arranged to ac-
company a gentleman in the neighborheod
on a fishing excursion, 1 informed Agnus
that I should not retarn until evening when
[ would bring my friend to dinner.

Immediately after breakfast, we started in
a dog-cart. We had not prnceeded more
than four miles when in turning a corner of
the road a hoy who was shooting sparrows,
fired 80 near the horse’s heel that it took
fright and dashed of at a furious gallop, nor
stopped until we twere upset in a ditch.—
We were compelled to give up our duy's
excursion, and leaving the groom to tuke
care of the bruised horse, my friend and [
walked smartly home by a short cut and
entered the house; after condueting my
friend into the drawing-room I hastened up
stairs to relate our disaster to Agnes. As [
passed through my dressing-room [ found
the door was again bolted, and I distinetly
heard my wife say with a faltering voice,
« He is returned ; we are piseo\rered 1" The
seales fell from my eyes, I had no longer
any doubt, my worst fears wers realised!

Oh, tho agony of the rqomanr.! [ stag-
gered hack & few paces, my head recled my
heart felt bursting and [ had nigh fallen to
the groand when a frenzy of despair and

rage seizing me, I made one rush at the
door, and roared “instant admittance” Agnes
'opened the door and stood trembliug before
me, her attendant flew to the farthest end
of the apartment. [ dashed my wife aside,
shouting, “this moment quit my house ;” and
durting neross the room seized my rival by
the throat, thundering forth “confess ull, this
instant you die.”

There was a moment’s pause—oh, the sg-
ony of that mement!

Pale as a corpse, Agnes stood transfixed
with horror, gazing breathlessly upon the
talleau before her, while in suffocating ac-
cents, my victim sobbed out, * Oh! sir sir,
ag sure as the life is in my poor hady [ have
nothing to confess but that I was plucking
out mistress' grey hairs.”

e

IMFROVEMENTS.

It must be gratifying to the citizens of
our district in passing over it, to witness the
improvements going on in every section.
New buildings are springing up, and old ones
being repaired and painted, and wherever
we go, the sound of the hammer and saw
may be heard. There i# no better evidence
of general prosperity than these exhibitions,
and although our people are passing t]irougi)l
a period unparalleled in the history of the
district for searcity of provisions and stock,
it shows we are upon rising ground. Could
our fathers of thirty and forty years past
who slumber in their graves, he permitted to
burst their cerements and revisit former
seenes, how amazed would they be at the
change that has come over their once famil-
iar haonts? Where the unbroken forest
afforded a safe retreat for the hear, the wolf
and the deer, smiling fields and flourishing
villages in all their silvan beauty may be
scen, Where once stood the humble log
cabin school, the stately college rears its
classic front, inviting the student to ecuter
new fields of science and learning; or the
less ambitious A ny opens wide its doors
to the youth of theland.

What changes have also taken place in
the agricultural pursuits of the country!
Much attention was given in former years to
the cultivation of tobacco and indigo, and it
is within our recollection to have seen hogs-
hieads of the former pussing through our vil-
lage to market. But these have given way
to cotton as a more profitable crop, and such
hae been the manin, if we may so term it,
for raising it, our once fertile lands have
heen well nigh worn out in its production.
It is now for our farmers to give their atten-
tion to recluiming these lands and the culti-
vation by so

PG ey —— ——

ithin ~ the ™ last “eigh ; “five”
Steam Mills have been erected in the district,
and the sixth will very soon be in operation.
The introduction of these mills, and the
completion of the Railroad into our borders
will of themselves mark an era in the histo-
ry of our people; and an impulse is even
now being given to business of all kinds by
them, we have never before dreamed of.
We have every reason then to be contented
and proud of old Abhesille, for with our
educational advantages, a thrifty and intelli-
gent population, and a convenient market
with facilitics for gelting to it, we must con-
tinue to prosper, and occupy no mean posi-
tion in the State.—Abbeville Banner.

e T
Tur N. Y. Spirit of the Times says (hat
it is Iashion down in the * Ole Virginny™ for
the negroes to wear long trails of crape,
tied round their hats, and allowed to fall
down their backs. A planter one day met
a strange nig, on the rond decked out with
a superabundant amount of crape that
reached almost to his heels.
“« Who do you belong toi” asked the
planter.
“ Mrs. ~’s furnace! I'ze been hired
out to work dar.”
“« You have lost some of your friends I
gee.”
“ Yes, massa.”
« Was it a near or distant relative!”
« Wel, putty distant—bout twenty.five
miles 7

_._—*.-’-——0
« Or what is cider madet” “I don't
know sir,” “ What a stupid boy. What
dil you get when you robbed widow Up-
ton’s Orchard.”
«Got! Why [ gota devil of alicking,
Sir.”
il ) .
Ax old hachelor having Deen laughed at
by a party of pretty girls, told them:
“You are small potatoes!”
“ We may be small potatoes,” sail one
of them, * but we are sweet ones !”

—————————

Ax Irishman being in church where the

collection apparatus resembled election

boxes, on its being handed to him, whisper-

ed in the earrier’s ear that he was not ua-
turalized and eouid not vote.

A —————

Mus. Prexs married her second hushand

not because she admired the sex, but just

because he was the size of her first protec

tor, ““ and would come so good to wear his
old clothes out.”

————tr—————

Tuerr is a man in Boston who walks so

slow that ho wears a pair of spurs to keep
his shadow from treading on his heels.

el e

A quaryT writer of sentences in the Gal-
axy, says—* [ have seen women so delicate
that they were afraid to ride, for fear the
horse might run away—afraid to sail for
foar the boat might overset—afraid to walk
for fear the dew might fall; but I never saw
one alraid to get married.”

——— e, ———————————

Suockiye to serenade a second story
window for two hours, and then be told
that the young woman * what used to live
here has removed around the next corner.”

G

Tiere isan old maid in Babylon, R. T,
who is so accustomed to dating her age
backward that when sho speaks of the
latter part of December she calls it “ latein

the spring.”
—————-

ABUNDANCE is & trouble, want a misery,
honor a burden, advancement dangerous,
and competency a happiness.

1‘ THE WHOLESALE MURDER.

The New York papers continue to be
filled with the details of, and comments on,
the late terrible disaster to the steamboat
Henry Clay. The Tribune characterizes
the calamity as a “wholesale murder.”
After describing the race of the steamers,
and the participation in it of the Captain and
other officers of the Henry Clay, in spite of
the repeated remonstrance of passengers,
the Tribune adds :

“ We ask again, is not this murder, and
that in the most aggravated and horrid
form? We have no desire to add to the
torture which, in common with other erimi-
nals, the officers of the Henry Clay must
feel, now that the passion of the hour is
over, and the poignancy of remorse sue-
ceeds. But we cannot allow any misplaced
and undeserved tenderness for them to out-
weigh solemn considerations of duty to the
community. The public safety must be
cared for.  And we earnestly trust that in
a case so flagrant as this, justice may at last
rouse itself, and by exemplary and sufficient
severity, put an end to such a crime as
racing by steamboats earrying passengers.”

The Journal of Commerce says:

“We have heard it said, on authority
that seems entitled to full belief, that some
time before the fire broke out, the chief en-

ineer apprized either Capt. T'allman, or the
pilot, that his boilers were so heated that he
was in momentary apprehension of the
wood-work taking fire. "T'he only response
he received was a coarse oath, with an ordor
to continue his furnace at the same beat,
and it would be time enough to put out the
fire when it had caught. Such inhumanity
puts him who gave utterance to it out of the
pale of civilization, and ought to stamp him
with Cain’s brand as long as he lives —if the
law permits such a murderer to live.”

I'he Express decidedly thinks the calami-
ty was the result of racing, and says:

“If it be true that this calamity has oc-

curred in consequence of racing between
two boats, we are prepared to churacterize
it a8 an act of murder.”
‘I'he whole press joins in demanding a full
and thorough investigation of all the facts,
and the meeting out of exemplary punish-
ment to the parties who may he shown to
be guilty of causing the terrible sacrifice
of human life.

e
Expursiox oF Tur FoRRIGNERS FROM
Manirosa, Cavnrroryia.—The Stockton
Journal gives the following account of diffi-
culties between the foreign and American
miners in Mariposa county :
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bad tarned the strenn and found good dig-
gings, possession of which was claimed by
2 bady of Americans, who denied the right
of forcigners to work them. The latter, to
the number of three or four hundred, headed
by a few Frenchmen, rosolved upon de-
fending their clnims.

"I'he Americans immediately sent ont run-
ners, and some two hundred armed men
collected, when the foreigners deemed it
prudent to retire, leaving their claims and
improvements in possession of the Ameri-
cans. At ono time it was thought there
would be much blood shed, but the report
is that only one shot was fired. Some
twenty-five or thirty foreigners were ar-
rested, but what disposition had been made
of them we huve not heard, The Ameri-
cans, not satisfied with having driven the
Spaniards and Frenchmen from Mariposita,
organized a scouting party, and rode through
the eounty, ordering all foreigners off” with-
in twenty-four hours.

It is stated in the San Francisco papers
that the Americans had allowed the French
miners until the 4th of July to decide wheth-
er they would leave Mariposa county. The
inference is, that if they did not peaceably
depart by that time, force would be resorted
to.

———— ——

Tue Trxas Denr.—There having been
much controversy of latein the Washing-
ton papers, and in Congress, relative to the
Texas debt, in order to render the matter
more intelligible to those who have an iu-
terest in it, the Washington Southern Press |
ricfly states the facts of the case; from |
which we perceive that the State of Texas,
since its annexatiou, has adopted a scale of
reduction upon her debt, so as to make it
very important to her treasury to diminish
her liability to that amount.

"I'he creditors of the Repullic of Texas
insist that the Government should be
held liable for the contract of annexation,
or the subsequent arrangements between
these high contracting powers.

'I'hio revenuo of the Republic of Texas
was pledged specially for & large portion of
the public debt. The creditors, therefore,
hold the United States liable from the in-
stant of annexation, and urged that the
United States took Texas, cum onere.

"I'he condition of the act of Congress of
the Oth of September, 1850, was the issue
of ten millions of dollars in stock to Texas
—provided that no more than five millions
ghould be issued until the ereditors of the
State should file releases in the Treasury
Department for all their claims. The resi-
due of five millions is still in the Treasury.
The State of T'exas, by her legislative en-
actments, has compelled her ereditors to ask
relief of the Government, and they now
ask of the United States, (who holds the
pledged security,) the pryment of the money
advaneed to Texas while struggling to ac-
complish her M

Mz, Wenster.— 1'he special Washington
correspondent of the New York Herald inti-
mates that Secretary Webster will return to
his post this week ; and asserts that he was
probably induced to forego his determination
to remnin away during the warm weather,
by an intimation from headquarters that it
would be necessary for him to either come
back or resign. ** This,” says the New York
Herald, “looks somewhat ominous. Mr.
W's, services must either bo very much need-
ed in the Cabinet just at this time, or eclse
liis recent course with regard to the fishiug
business has created a coolness towards him
on the part of the President.”

e
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THE FISHERIES.

Bosrox, July 26, 1852.—The Newbury-
port Herald of to-day contains the follow-
ing :

“United States steam frigate Saranac at
Philadelphia, and the sloop of war Albany,
at Boston, have been ordered to the bay of
St. Lawrence, for the protection of Ameri-
can seamen, in compliance with the request
of Commodore J. C. Long, who is ap-
pointed to the command. The owners of
fishing vessels in this place have deputed
two of their numher to wait upon him im-
mediately, and inform and advise him as to
the nature and paosition of the fishing
grounds, and all matters pertaining thereto.

“We learn from the eastward, that the
Lubec fishing schooner lately seized by the
English steamer Nettler, and carried into
St, John, N. B, was at the time of her
seizure, off Grand Menan. 'The captain of
the seized vessel states he ran in for bait,
while the English say that he was fishing
there. The case will be tried in the Admir-
ality Court at St. John. There are large
numbers of fishing vessels ready to sail
from the sea coast towns near here as soon
as they are assured that they will be pro-

tected from seizure.”
—_—

New Corrox.—A telegraphic communi-
cation yesterday informed us of the receipt
of the first bale of cotton at New Orleans
on Monday. The first bale last season was
received there on the 25th July. The Sa-
vannah News says !

“Many persons have supposed that the
date of the first bloom and slso the date of
the receipt of the first bale of new cotton
correetly indicate the probable yield of the
crop, that is, that early blooms and early
receipts indicate large crops, and later
blooms and receipts indicate short crops.
Correctly kept tables of these facts, however,
prove that they furnish no reliable data for
such estimates. In 1845, the first bloom
noticed was on the 30th May, and the first
bale received was on the 30th July. In that
year the crop was 2,075,000 bales. Three
years after, or in 1843, the first bloom was
nnticed on the 1st of June. The first hale
received that year was on the 9th of Aogust,
and the erop was 2,728,500 bhales. In 1840,
the very next year, the first bale of cotton
was received on the 7th August, two days
earlier than in 1848, and yet the crop Gniy
reached 2,095,000 bales. It will thas be
seen that the arrival of the first bale is'no
index to the crop. Some years when tho
receipts are early, the crop was short, and
when later the erop was large, so that theso
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DestrreTive FIRE AT Savaxyam—Sa-
vasxan, Anguet 3, 9.45 P, M.—A most de-
structive fire broke out in the Western part

four o’clock Tuesday afternoon, which is
still burning, though its progress has been
fortunately checked. ik

In consequence of the wind heing high
and water scarce, from 60 to 70 houses wera
consnmed, and 100 persons deprived of their
homes. The houses were all, however,
built of wood, and principally old, The
loss is estimated at $75,000.

Great distress is experienced in conse-
quence of g0 many being left homeless, A
great quantity of furniture has also been de-
stroyed, Tho burnt sc:tion extends from
[Tuby street, North, to Margaret street
South, and from Laurel street, East to Canal,
Among the sufferers are Capt, Nicholus
King, Thomas Naylor, Mrs, Morningstar,
Patrick Price, Charles Picket, John Mur-
ckison, Henry Thomason, Mrs. Roberts, &e.
—South Caroliuian, 5th inst.

Tur Srasons 1N Iceraxp.—From the
16th or 18th of June, till the end of the
month, there is no night. The sun disap-
pears for a short time behind the hills, but
twilight and dawn are blended together, aud
the lust rays of evening have not faded from
the sky before the moruing light breaks forth
with renewed brillianey. I was in Ieeland
from the 16th of May till the 20th of July,
and although I never went to bed before
eleven o’clock [ did not once require the
light of a candle. In May, as well as to-
wards the end of July, the twilight lasted
about two hours, butit was never dark.
Even at the time of my departure [ eould
sec to read till hall-past eleven. At first it
scemed very strange to go to hed at broad
daylight; but 1 soon got used to it, and no
sunshine was bright enough to keep me
awake after eleven o’clock. It often struck
me as very ridiculous, however, to go out
for an evening stroll, ahout ten, and find
myself in the full light of day, instead of
the soft glimmering of the moon and stara,

T e

Dearxess.—One of our exchanges says
that a daughter of Judge Baldwin, of Ver-
mont, afflicted with deafness for more than
fiteen years, has been cured by the com-
bined juice of onion and tobacco. The
tohacco was placed within the onion, the
whole roasted together, and the juice drop-

ped into the ear.
——

counts from England and France, by the
stenmer Europe, state that the heat there
during the second and third weeks of July
was very severe, and numerous deaths had
occurred in consequence. [n Paris a num-
ber of omnibus horses dropped in the streets.

Tne contemplation of distresses softens
the mind of man and makes the heart hetter.
It extinguishes the seeds of envy and ill-will
towards mankind, corrects the pride of
prosperity, and beats down all that fierce-
ness and insolence which are apt to get in-

to the minds of the daring and fortunate.
————

the husiest portion of the day, it is not
worth while for him to atay more than an
hour after he has told you all he knows.

e G e
It was Franklin who gave tho best illua-
tration of the difference hetween a poor

“ must work to find meat for
a rich one to find a stomach for his meat.”

Deatns rroM Ileat 1xn EvrRore.—Ac- -

of this city, known as Soath Oglethorpe, at—

Wrnex aman calls to see another during

N g

and a rich man.~—* A poor man,” saya - ) .'.
his atomacbg:" =



