T ez v =]

==

A Democratic Journal, Devoted to the South and Southern Kights,

g —

Qsi o
Politics,
o

Latest Wews, Litevature, Fovality,

— e

— —
———

“We will-cling to the Pillars of ihe Temple of mu'-i‘;..ibcrjics, nud i

W: £\ DURISOE & SON, Proprietors.

bt Ay, -
fit mns_tjnll, we will' Perish ami

1856,

dst the Ruins.”

- -

Eempevance, Agriculin

& e

- [

48 PUBLISIIED EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING BY

W. I'. DURISOE & SON,
PRI

‘Two DoLLARS per year, if paid in advance—Two
Dorrars and Fiery CenTs if not paid within six
‘nenths—and Tunee DoLrars if not paid before the
txpirntion of the year.  All subseriptions not distinct-
"5 limited nt the time of subscribing, will be consider-
"o ax made for an indufinite period, and will be con-
Yinued nntil all arrearages are paid, or at the option of
Y Publisher. Subseriptions from other States must
YNvaARIABLY be accompanied with the casi.

ApverTiseMENTS will be conspicuously inserted at
75 cents per Square (12 lines or less) for the first in-
sertion, and 37¢ cents for each subsequent insertion,
When only publiched Monthly or Quarterly 81 per
‘square will be charged. All Advertisementsnot having
the desired number of insertions marked on the mar-
.g‘in,iwill b cuntinued until forbid and charged necor-

ingly.
Those desiring to a

other States, a masterly intriguer wouid need
only to control majorities in eight of the State
, Legislatures, to secure his elevalion to the
 proudest and most powerful office that any man |
{ever filled. Take for example New York, Penn- |
sylvania and Ohion, large Stales which have a
{ joint vote of cighty-five in the electoral eollege.
 How many members conatitute the legislatures
| of these States, including both Senators and
: Representatives?  Only 427, & majority of
{ whom wounld be 215, Take five of the other
: States, say Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Indi-
.ann and lllinois, which have a joint vote of
 sixty-three for President, and add the vote of
{ these five States to the thre¢, I have nlrendy
{ named and you get a majority of the electoral
college which at present is but 205. Now what
; would be a majority of the legislatures in these
| eight Stater, as they are organized at this time?

authority, he wonld decline the appointment and |
send the election back to the people. The in-
dignation of the people eried aloud fur vens
geance from one end of the Republic to the
other. The great masy of them ever afterwards
delighted Lo punish both Mr. Clay and Mr

Adams, while they reveled in the lnxury of re-
warding Gen. Jackson; and 1 believe that the |
latter owed his fast hold upen the affections of
the American people during his life, and upon |
their veneration mince his death, more to the!
corruption which defeated his firat election than |
lv any other single cause.

BSuch was the horror with which the people
regarded the election of President by the feder- |
al House of Representatives, that another at-
tempt wus made, even during the administration
of Adams in 1826, to amend the Constitut.on as |
to the mode of electing Prosident.  No less a

dvertise by the yearcan do so on | 967 and no more, «o thut, this smull number of | man than George MeDuflie introduced the Litl
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SPEECH OF MR. TILLMAN,

On several Bills to give the Dlection of
Electors of President and Vice President
to the people, delivered in the House of
Representatives, December T 1855.

There neems to be an honest difference of
opinion, Mr. Chuirman, beiween the members
upon this floor, 8s to the pafties in whom the
Constitntion of the United Statea vests the
right of electing Presidential Electors. A por
tion of this House mainlain that the right is
vested in the Legislature and another portion
ingist that it was intended by the framers of the
Federal Constitution to vestit in the people.
For my own part, [ believe it is equally consti-
tutional for the legislature to choose Presiden-
tial Electors, ur for the people to do it, but at
‘the same time, | am one of those, who incline to
the opinion, that expediency and sound policy
require that the power should be vested in the
people and not in the Legislature.

My first proposition is, that the choice of
Presidential Electors vnght to be given to the |
people to prevent the corruption of the Siate
Legislatires. If it is right and expedient for
South Carofina to elect F¥esidential {lectors by
the Legislature, it is equally so. that Wie Legis-
latures of all ghe other States M= thi i
should do thewame thing, Itis
will not work buth ways. @
would be the effect if all the t
latures were to elect Presidental Efectors
South Carolina does. The wiele ngmbef pf
members of both Houses Legislafures in
xll the thirty-one Sgies'd™rhis, Uniurqis but
4,316. It would only *e‘_'q,'é_tjenaary to-4jave a

majurity in each hnghlatnru_ <orirol tha
vole of the Staf®in ghe El tnmé‘ H ﬁg
z '-gu':iﬂirelul we-'wrrédh‘iﬁi%‘fﬂﬁﬂ &

of the members of all the Legislatures in this -
Union by two it would give only 2,158 members
and then add two, or even three hundred mem
bors wore, to sceure larre and ample majoritie.
in each Legislature, and we would have—say |
2500 men to control the whole voie of the
wiole Blectoral Colleme, in the eleetivn of I'res-
ident of the United States,

Now who is the Pre<ident? You may talk
about the power of the Czar of Russia—about
the departed glory and magnificence of the Em-
peror of Rome, but wir. neither of them ever
had the pawer of the President of thess Unite
States. 1 admit, that his powers are restrained.
I admit, that he is contrulled by constitutional
checks, but he, and he alone, regulates the
mighty machinery of both ounr Federal and Slnfe
governmentx in all their important actions. Ne
Jens than 300,000 men hold their commissions
ax officers, nt the will of the President. No
less than 885,000,000 sre expended and disbur-
wed every - year at his dictation. or at least for
the two lirst vears of his term, beeause the very
hallot which secures the vicetion of a President,
likewise seenres the eleetion ol a majotity in
Congress, whom he can control, and whose po-
litical sympathies are entirely with him. Wien
backed. by these countless oflices, with their
high honors and fat saluries, together with the
numerous other instruments of power, always
xt the command of a judicious Prenident. there
iano doubting the fuct, that he can preseribe
the leginlation of Congress, in a great measure,
during his vihole term of office, because in addi-
tion to these elements of power, b also has that
of the weto.

The election of Prexident ia in reality
the election of all the officers who constitute
the federal government, and it likewise controls
the disbursement of nearly $400,000,000. Such

£

| Itie well for us, that the other Stales have
| given this elcetion to the people, while we have
{ forborne to do it ; for if they hnd kept it in the
hands of their legislatures, as we have, | verily
believe in all sincerity, that the Union would
have dissolved long ere this. It must have bro-
ken into pieces, from the corruption of the thir-
ty-one ealing cancers, which thia same thing of
electing a President by the State legislatures
would have engendored. It is notorious that
the election of Presidential electors was given to
the people in many of the States to prevent cor-
ruption in their legislatures, or at least, this was
one of the many argumenis uxed bythe friends of
reform, as the newspapers of the lime, and able
speeches yet extant will show. This is espe-
cially true of New York, and [ challenge dewial
from any gentleman upon thls floor, that the
election of electors was there given to the peo-
ple under the lead of Senator Tallmadge. in |
consequence of the intrigues of Martlin Van
Buren with the legisluture, to secure the nomina-
tion of Mr. Crawford of Georzia, [t was, [
ngain repeat, in consequence ol his proposals to
bribe and corrupt that finally carried the measure
throngh the New York Legisluture. I know
that it has been frequently nlleged in this State,
that the election of electors wus given to the
people in the other States, by the struggles of
party for power. Thix is in some sort true, but
the proposition is not fairly stated, since the
parly or parties who effected the reform in all
the other States urged its necessity to prevent
carruftion in the State legislatures,

significint faet, whif goes to strengthen

! , sidential electors, s in the case in South Carolina. | a number of others—great and powerful men, |

both in and out of Congress. Mr. MeDuflie's |
proposed amendment was defeated in Congress, |
but it has been virtoally adopted Ly all the |
States in the Union, except oura. They forced,
one after another of the legislatares, Lo give the
eleotion of electora to the people, and by a well
organized system of county, distriet, State and
national conventions, they produce concerl of
aetion throughout the nnion in all elections for
President. Some may objeet 1o all this extra
constitutional machinery, but the people, or 2t
least all of them ontside of Sonth Caroling, |
have unalterably decided two things: 1st, That
the Presidential election shall no longer corrpt
State Leginlatures, and 9d. That the election of
President shall, if it ean ponsibly be averted, ne-
ver again be thrown into the Honse of Repre-
sentatives. It is now the settled poliey of vur
people to vaote for hut one of two candidates for |
the Presidency—they bury all minor differcnees |
of interest, passion or principle 1o keep the |
election ol of the ITause; and althongh some |
of the States, as Massachosetts, Tennessece,
Kentucky and South Carulina have oceasionally |
thrown away their vole, or rather refused to
vole for either of the regular nominees, yet, the
great controlling vote has invariably been east
for one or the other of the two general nowmi-
nees since 1828, [ will cite four remarkable |
instunces to prove this.

There was o time when an ebullition of popu- |
lar passion raised a strong party in this country |
against the wide spread and secret order of |
Free-Masons.  And this anti-Masonie party or- |
aanized for political  purposes, and had the |

asserfionngighis eReelen was given to the | courage to aspire even to dictate who shionld he !
people ifft ¢ Stafesgfo prevent the patron- L'n-#ent William Wirt, who Lad few superi- |
ave and poWerol the FedeeMGhvernment from: | ors ™ any ave, or conntry, thonght this party of |
eprrupling aid operating, wi 'Ghan influence sulficigll respastabilityge warrint him in ageep- |
uoon the  lnfulmeree¥E 1hiheoss Mndt af tha'l ling theMnominatio ‘the Presidency. ¥ But |
y - — T Lol e |

wave UIHNUeTs o men eapable of nng e
office, and it is perhaps right that no one man !
should 11 that all controlling office for so long
a period as eight years,  Previons to giving the |
eleetion to the people in must of the States, the

general rule was 1o re-eleet the President, be-

canse of the overwhelming inlluence which his

ollice mave him over the State legislatures.

My sceond proposition in support of the bill
under consideration, is that the election of
electors onght to be given to the peaple to
prevent the election of President from devol-
ving upon the Federal Hoose of Representatives;
and | muintain that the other States have given
the election to the people in part to prevent the
recurrence of sueh an appalling event. This
Union consists of thirty-one States, as sovereign
communities, which are so distant from each
other: their organizations so separate and dis-
tinet; their centres of action so remote; their |
interests so eonflicting ; their prineiples so anta- |
conistic, that there rarely could ever be, ut this
stage of the Republie, sullivient cuncert of coun-
sel and action among the legishitures to rally a
majority of the electoral college upon any one
man. The result therefure in most contests for
the Presidency would be, that the election could
only be decided by the Federal House of Rep-
resentatives, As long as VWashington lived,
he headed n party of his countrymen, to whom
his will was law, and hence there never wns any
formidable opposition to him, or his successor,
whoin lie nuned. But at the very first election
after his death, what a spectacle did the country
behiold. The election of Presidentinl electors
was then in the hands of the legislatures, which
voted for President on different days in nearly

being the case with all these splendid offices,
and all this vast amount of money at his almost
absolute cowmand, what would be the effeet, if
this combined and all powerful influence, were
brought to bear, by the skilful hand of such 2
sman as Martin Van Buren, upon 2500 members
.of the State Legislatures, previously elected nud
allowed to vote for Presidential electors by
secrel ballot, ak is now done in South Carolina.
The State elections for both branches of the
peveral legislatures in the Union, oceur al -
arerous aud irregulur periods of the yenr. and
the tenure of office in buth branchen is likewise
reatly diversified. For instavce, the mombers
of the House of Representalives in thirteen
States hold office for only one year while in the
other eightesn States, they holdit for two years.
Again, Senators in the six New England States,
hold their cowrmisions for but ene year. In
eight of the States, they hold two years. Intwo
of the States, New Jersey and Pennsylvania,
they hold three years, and in all the other fiflecn
States, they hoid for the long period of four
years. Let it be borne in mind that the time,
for holding State eleetions is generally fix ed by
the State constitutions, not by statute, Letit
also be remembered, that Congresw can and does
prescribe the tme for chooeing Presidential elec-
tors, while the States are left to regulate the
manner only of that clection. Let it further be
kept in view, that all the members - of both

branches of the legixlature,and particularly the
Benators in most of the States, are elected to
ceks, sometimes for
and occasionally for years. before 2
lection takes place. Lastly, let it
ore to elect |

their offices, generally for w

months,
tecidential e !
be supposed, thut all of the States, w

every State. The aspirants’for Presidential
honors intrigued with the leading members of
{ each Legislature, who had preciously been elec-
| ted, and the election was thrown inte the House.
CSevernl days were spent in fruitless ballots, :m‘d
Lat last two States, Delaware and Sonth Caroli-
na, appalied at the approach of annrehy, \'o}ed
blanls, and Mr. Jefferson was clected. Ile im-
| mediately bestowed high rewards upon those
! who voted for him in the 1louse, ns well as up-
}(m those who had coutrolled the State legisla-
turex. DBut at the same time, he recommended
{ reform, and the constitution was amended, s 1o
the mode of electing President, and for the last
time up to this hour.

Subsequent to 1801, two candidates for the
Presidency were generally put forward by Con.
gressional eancuxes, #8 as o co-operate and
unite public opinion upon one man by the parly
in power, and upon nnother by the parly in 0p-
position, This was done evidently to avert the
| eatastrophe of the election being again thrown
linto the House. Under this system, the elec.
tion of President glided on smoothly, until the
ame of peace, as it was called, cam: on, when
fonr competitors for the Presidency were in the
{ fisld—Mr. Adnms, General Jackson, Mr. Clay
| and Mr. Crawford. In consequence of Con-
| gressionnl caucuses having fallen into disuse,
and the present national convention system be.
ino unknown, there wnsno general concert to
eloct o President. Wire-pullers were left full
gcope to intrigue with the Legislatures in such
of tho States as had not yet given the election
of electors to the people, and by voling for four
candidates the election was again thrown into
! the House, which became n second time an as-

HILUIOTY OF 1 PIEsviG vome senn :
aml Uale have respeetively been run by the
abolition party for Prex'dent at each ol the three
last Presidential eleetions.  Yet as strong
that party undoubily are at the Nogth, und as
fierce as has been their warfare npon us, neither |
of their candidates earried a sinele State. nor got
even a respectable vote inany State, soch wis .
and is the anxiety of every patriotic American to |
prevent the choice of President from being left |
to the House of Representatives. | am aware
that much has been said here abont the inabili-
ty of the present convention system,and the elee-
tion of Presidential Electors in the other States |
by the people, 1o refleet the reul public will in |
choosing a President.  But | have yel heard no |
argument to sustain the allegation. Fvery ex-1
ercise of franchise is merely a roluntary act.
man can be furced to vote in any election, and i
as the people hold periodical and regular elee-
tivns for delegates to their conventions, althouily
withont any authority of law, we must reasona- |
bly conelude, that they take as much interest in |
voting fur o Uresident in other Stales, s in
easting their ballot for & coustable, or county
clerk.
I have other propositions to submit, bat the
two upen which I have already enlarged earry l
convietion to my mind, and as other gentlemen |
will desire Lo address the commiltee hoth forand |
aguinst the bil , [ shall now proceed th answer |
some of the objections which have been urged |
ngainst giving this election to the people. One |
0
(Mr. Simpson :) T understood him, in the outset |
of his remarks, to say that e wus not opposed |
to giving this election to the people, nor opposed |
to giving up our present system of eleetions and
legislation generally, werely on seeovut of its
antiquity in the polity of the State.  But ] must |
confess that after following Wim closely in his '
remarks, | thought he arrived at the conelusion,
that he was opposed to this change on uo other |
ground than the antiquity of the present system |
of eleeting Presidantial clectors in South Caroli- |
na, In reply to him, I have only o say. dint at |
the time our act of 1702 was rutified this Union |
comprised but thirteen or fourteen States, with |
some 15,000, or 20,000 unimportant offices, with |
a sparse_population of but little over 3.000,000
and a federal revenue of only about $5.000,000. |
Since that time. the mammoth eorporation, so to
SFE?Ik. of the federal government, has grown to

s

has uucpmulutnd o fast, and the facilities of
corruption could now operate sv fenrlully, that
if the other States were to cleet Presidentinl

God, that this Union could not stand the shovk
of three Presidential elections, beeause of the
corruption thal would exist in the state legiska-
tures, or be engendered in  Congress, by throw-

peal to him to hunt up a better argument than

“ antiquity” against giving thix election to the
people.  Our nncestors perhaps acted wisely in

experience in our government, which its foun-

and set it in motion and therefore could not

{ and attended to their’

 much for anity.

Fspeceh produces aetionjand wise action. It is

fatamding in company v

jection came from the gentleman from Laurens | refleeted the wili of

such huge proportions—the number of States |
added to this confedurncy has becn so great, its |
population has increased so rapidly, itx wealth | but very lit!

electors ss we do, I hl‘lﬂ(‘ul]}' believe befure my | rnaplll‘lsibility

ing the election into the House, 1 therefore ap- !

what they did in 1792, and we alwo, should now | tion o
net wisely in full view of all the cirenmsiances |
which suriound us and guided by the light of

ders had not. They established the government |

refer everyihing to the French

. Now I think the Frenchgrevolution hns been a |
great Gud-send to collegn boys at least, for be-
tore that startling eventyit was fashionable to
refer everything to Greece and Rome, and
Grevee and Romo to everything (laughter.) and
[ fully expected when the gentleman touched

g revolution and
the French revolution Lo evergthing (laughter.)

district Boards of commissiuners, all the magis-
[lr:uus nnd all the managers of elections. |

Now whom dowe elect and who are we? T too
am no demagogue. (Jgughter.) I know that T am.

regarded as'nn"oublitty: by lie parishes, or if you |

A Thdvehist,
: iin.in this Honse,

“red republican,

choose, ns a hot it
I am s well.atydi oo
that they esteeiuprbas:

upnn the days of the gnilotine and the reign of | who deservés i e B */p.F'rance. But
terror, that he would go oiT to Greece and Rome I I'tell vou frapklyiioga: ig’rﬁu,al{a;hnt I go for
nothing but ega saxty- allNide-people and

next (langhter.) Bul seriously, if the gentle-
man's objection te the tbill be well founded,

| that the people cannot govern Lthemselves—that

they cannot make a wise . choice of Presidential
Electors and that therefore their Legislature
must do it for themn, how is it that the people
have intelligence, virtueand judgment enough

venerally, o elect cﬂici‘ém. police oflicers and |
! went so furin one of his state papers as to.ob-
| serve, that no body of men, even of the wisest
[and most virtnods in the world. could get
| together and engage in exciting discussions with-

good representatives tov make their laws? If
fiee institntions cannob:long survive popular
electionx, 1 wonld like exeeedingly to have him
tell me how wmueh freedom there is where no
popular eleetions exist 13 Or how much freedom
there was in Rome u-hcig_. her Senate, which had
the chief appointing power to-ollice conld be
bought and sold ¥ ur if he prefers, how much
liberty there was in Vepiee when “ The Couneil
of Ten™ did all the vosing, made all the lawa
{ The gentle-
man should not have rgterred to any branch of
the Cellic race for factsiih history to sustain his
position.  If he wilkiad D - Lieber's Civil
Liberty, he will there Minid the information, that
no tribe of the Celtic faffily ever enjoyed Liber-
ty. ‘They go nat for Jilerty and univn, but too
It is *From the Anglo Saxon
race that we have sprang. [t is their example
that we are accustomed to cite and follow in
politicul seience. The'gentleman did cite the
evils of popular clections in some of the “hire-
ling States” as he ealizd them and in which
epithet I fully eoncar. " But did not my friend
from Abbeville (Mr. Noble) challenge him to
give an instanee in thewsouthern States where
danger had ocenrred frgm giving the rleclion to
the people, e did notdo it, and I defy him now
to do it. On the wmmg. wherever the elections
are given to the peaplespirit of inguiry is arous-
ed and inguiry provokes discudsion, disens-
sion stimulates thought,thonght produces specch,

not the least of the agguments which may be
advanced in fuvor of giving this election to the
people, that it would anstruct them.. As things
stand now, onr penple know comparatively noth-
ing of State polities, ‘while they are perhaps
better schooled in federal affuirs than those of |
any other State in the Unidn. It is the busi-

ness of the parish gentlemen to gag the newspa-
pers and divert the attgntion of the people from

irsand  keep their eyes
cofuptions nnd misdeeds at |

We (Berefure aiways see t!ml
Samgfleve, while we overlook |
c 5 TR U L | AL ..

their own domestie
ever direeted to the
Washingion.

mote I Unele

o

ton made belore, SERIAI S500 wpon .

ogr. 1 have seen i again sad oz
and strange to tell it has tiever been
ted within my knowledoe, as it o
Sonthe Careling boasts of b

contrdie.
171

been,
teade Siate—claims tu b

State riehits seetion o the Democeatie party.

I vetif her Lewistanre has always relleeted
the populer will in theappeintment of Presidens
tial electors, and insteweting them for whom to
vate, why was the volcof the State once given
1o Willie I, Ma:z grum man who has long been
famons only fur bis cosolidation whiggery and
his exvessive devotinnto his |i(l|..'IIIIJIn-? And
yet one legislature, in vistingg that vote, is said to
liave aeted s the pegle desired 2 Was that

an

No ! vote the reflected will of our aallant people? o one Gme, wl

No. sir, T think not. T remember well onee

Ler of Coneress at a hicel in Washington City,

when this Senth Carolim Gevante for the Presi- |
leney reeled by, and aever [elt the binsk of | pieeive in elections tor onr friends, or ourselves | ple outside of his own election district. The

abiane riseso bighoonuy chees; as when my

distinernished eotpranin pointed and said to e,
witha Lland swile, *dd nol your Suitle onee
vote for Maneons for President I Fhen let it
ot be sadd this legisliere has always n-‘r]:-un-‘-l
the popular will of Swth Caroling, or if it is
said, lel it noi go uneatradicted.

Lot me tike the mentbman o task npon ano-
How doeshe know®  Tlow can
this legislature Lias always
the people in voting for
electors? Do we not voie here by
—Can the people know how any
Suppose (hat my district should
want ils vote cast for Dongluss al the next
Presidential vlection, should instruet its repre-
senlatives lo g'l\u that vote, eould hrfl 1|1:|.1u re-
presentatives come here .':mll t'.:s‘i their sullrges
ilividually or collectively for Vachanan, Cass,
Willie 1" jl|:;1|_._‘r1|n1_ orany ope vlse? Coulld lli_u
people of Pdgufiehl ever know whethee their
widhes had been obeyed ornot? It is worse
than folly then 10 s4¥s ‘I||:1L this Tegisluure re-
fleets the popular will in the appointment of
Presiduntial electors, of inany uiher ol l}ll:: ni-
nerons eleetions that tike place here,  There
in o way of paerlmming _lhu fact, ﬂll‘d it iy but
assertion when the remark 18 made. Even il the
popular will conld be meertained, there is no
way of earrying it out herey as our State gov-
erment is at present nrg:s:uf.ud. l.ndpc:d. sir, |
maintain that the people of South Carolina have
¢ to o with their guvernment, ex-
appressions, cither in making

ther paint.
any man know that

Prasidential
speret ballot?
of us vote!?

:ul‘pL Lo fd{.‘l il

F o . xp b i e .
| Jaws, or in saying W I.m s(li:all'etﬁoun[cl.u_m eiforee
G T “,;unful uty, but I assume the

of makinggood what [ have said.
Alr. Chairmau, I feel that [ am go-
ine to tread upon very sensilive ground, bul.n
b eavor 1o keep my own temper wnd will
i ot wound the fuglings of any one Farther than
may be neeessary W wlithe trath. . Lam justifi-
Led i doing 500 sinee one of the strongest ubjee-
tions urired by gentlemen from the up, as well
as from the Tow counltrys against giving the elee-
f clectors W the people is, that it would
L what are ealled the compromises ol our
iom, and the relaions between the two
¢ the State. As this is the issue made
mies of the Lill upon your table Lianst
o inform the House why 1 think

And now,

Cahiadi end

distor
cons=titul
[ aeetions v
by the ene
e prl‘{llilll’d

th a distinanished mem- !

to every sectioniof the Stute—for nothing more.
But to come 'bnqk'ft%?ﬁ%u arguinent, Who are
we? Are we any thing more than a fair speci-
men of the menin our districts? (laughter) I
have heard it rcn)nrkqn}'l};ﬂf‘ législaturey are bot
well dressed mobs, or liké ‘other great assem-
blies of men. [ believe it was Mr. Madison who

.out demencrafing into'inobs, Of course | menn
no disrespect, when I say that we asa body are
bt very little, if .any nbove an average specimen
of the middle classes in our districts. But nol-
withstanding this when ' we arrive here, how is
it that we hold on to so much power for our-
selves., How is that we have acquired, so much
more political wisdom on the road from our
homes to Lhis place. I insist upon it we either
,acgnire more wisdom on the road, or ought to do
80, because we consider ourselves entitléd and
able to exercise a great many more powers kere
gian I think we can judiciously, I have always
tirought, that " Legislatures were instituted to
make laws, but [ think this Legislature was de-
signed to make elections. [ assert emphatically
that we.are an assembly of electors rather than
of Legislators, und I say this without meaning
any offence, us I have the esprit de corps ut heart
as much as any gentleman upon the fioor.

Let me enumerate a list of the officers whom
we elect. 1 have written them down hurridly,
because [ could not name them all readily from
wemory, and now 1 fear that I have omitted the
names of some. To say nothing of our own
officers, we clect, the Governor, Lieutenant-
Governor, Secretary of State, two Treasurers,;
Comptiroller General, Surveyor General, Adju-
tant und Inspector General, Attorney General,
five Solicitors, ten Judges, twenty-eight Com-
missioners in Equity,one Master and oneRegister
in Equity fur Charleston, one Assessor and one
Escheator for Charleston; a President and
twelve Direetors of the Bank of the State, twen-
ty Trustees of the South Carolina College, nine
Rerents of the Lunatie Assylum, six Visitors
of the State Military Aeademies, all the com.

{missioners of the varions district boards of |

pulice, all the magistrates and all the managers
of elegtions in-the whole Stite—that is the eata-
logué of State officers, whom we eclect. Desides
these we al=o elect two United States Senators
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o prindy and, sie, we eleet them by bedlot, " Phis seticrn] | Lhe leisiiure vivea e,
] sesctbly sefilom sits losger than three, and | the State and as the districts have nearly fuur
it Bave pever, D helivve, mere tan four weeks, And ay | times a3 mueh white population ns the purishes,
g a lice  wo have 1o cleet on the average, ahont one iit is evident, upon a gencral principle that they
al the head of the P raneth of these oflicers at every session of the | must also have four times as many candidates

[ Legistature, frequently holding  two or three
allotis in one election—how wueh time is left
(us to Jegislate. Nearly every member of this
| Lody always has a friend who is either a declared
Peandidate or an aspirant for some oflice, now or
fshortly to b2 vacant, We are therefore, all
{electioneerers, with each other, and the eandi-

dates awd nspirnts must eleetioneer with us.—
i We mnst consequently treatand be treated, feast
Dand be feasted—all of this consames at least half
sieh should be devoted to legis-

Ulation.
[ will next underinke to show that anr voles

that -if ope- taxation were levied'ﬁghtij-i and
equally, &#3" the districts wonld be entitled to

are now, bot I leave that for a more fitting oc-

«cdsion ¢ aidio.pass;;on  to the others-house,
al clyiather -gnd 2ol  theis eapitol. - T hope
Mr L% ansd o that body in

that @afiu illed r the other day,
for alluding to it by it proper name, and by
the way, I think we ought to alter the rules of
the House in that respect. ‘It is a rule that we
have ndopted withont any just reason from
Great Brilain, because as the House of Lords
once governed the Commons, the latter enacted
the rule in self protection. But this is a digres-
sion. In the other end of the capitol there are
twenty-three senators from the parishes and onl

twenty-two from the districts.” I trust we sha

have twenty-three after a while. Our upper
House is organized upon the principle that each
election district shall have one senator always.

O}

is also nn election district and therefore each of
the districts proper, has only one senator. Each
of the ‘judiciul districts, Benufort, Colleton,

parishes. Beaufort by this arrangement has
four senators, Colleion three, Charleston_ten,

two, Orangeburg two and Sumter two. 'The’
districts proper have above 12,000 square miles
‘of tax paying o ore-tha ™ ey

inhabitants, above 61,000 more slaves and above
$53,000,000 more of property according to the:
last federal census, and the last aanual report of'
the comptroller general, and with reference to’
the five items of land, live stock, implements
and machinery, town lots and slaves, estimating
the latter at S500, per head and counting the
wealth of the City of Charleston as so much
parish property, The five items of property. to.
which. I have referred -are the only legitimate
indices of the relative wealth of the two see-

of houschold and kitchen furniture [laughter]
plate, jewelry, ready cash, bank and railway
stock, merchandize and the like, of which the
districts undoubtedly have more than the par-
ishes. Now this excess of territory, white pop-
ulation, slaves and property in the districts is
virtually without representation in the Senate.
And just as much senatorial representation ne
the parishes have more than they ought, just
that much Zess have we got than we ought to
have. Hence if senatorial representation be
based npon either territory, white population,
slaves,or property of the State, the excess of
either in favor of the districts as before given
must actually be multiplied by two Lo ascertain
how much of either basis is unrepresented in
the Senate from the districta to give them equal
senatorial representation-with the parishes, The
~~~ichac know this and hence the tenacity with
; for no man,
power vol-
i
he parishes
ing elre re-
two llou-

atage, As
it officer in

| for oflices in the gilt of the legislature, as the
parishes. This ix the stronghold of their power
and the sceret ballot here i3 the masked battery
from behind which, they strike down every
champion of the up country, and it is the iron
chain which binds and subjects 221,734 people,
the real men of the Siate, to 58,651 saints of
the parishes—it is the anchor which has kept
onr ship of State in one posilion ever since
1808. Now for the oligarehy. What is the
policy always pursued by nmbitious men in
South Carolina? It is to gain power at home,
or in their individual election districts and swap

ation are bizsed ; yeas ollen controlled,

+ vales which we intenid to give, or hope to ¢

Liv 1 L
{lor wembers ol this legislature, are often, very
Lolten. too often condidutes here themselves, and
Deandidates or ab least aspiranis for years at that.)
- Bvery sound nunded man must elearly pereeive,
that a4 candidate or aspirant is at all times previ-
Cjons o the clection, anxious to inerease his popa- |
| Jarity with those who are to pass upon his pre-
i tentivns; henee, that in any greal exeitement, |
| extending either to the whole, or, a part of the
electors, sich office-seeker or aspirant must
! and will be politie, or, in convertable terms, pru-
Udent and timid,  These great excilements eon-
{ stantly oceur in every legislutive body, and in I
ours, they lor the most part, always assume a
sectional divection.  Hence, no candidate, no as-
| pirant for any oflice in the gift of this uasembly,
| ean give an honest ad iudependent vote on such
Loceasionse  He cannot even nel as a true man
Cand statesian ousht. for e reason that i would
be in vain to appeal vom the legislature to the
,people, as the ballor system here moeks the
| people wnd prevents them from bestowing a so- !
| livitor's conmmission, o judee’s gown, ora gov.
, ernor's tap upon their favorite, owever worthy
i le may be.
And there are still other agencies, which op-
erate with almost dictatorial foree upon the votes
| of representatives here in many matters of lege
islation,  The bank of the Stute, the private
banks. the railroads, the eollege, the millitary
academies, nnd the Tunatic asylum, although bat
feorporationy, are yet what might be called a
| third. and the most powerful branch of our leg-
Uislature. The bank of the State has four mil-
[ linns of the people’s money, and we manage it.
\ We elect the officers who have influence here.
|

Many members of this body get accommoda-

tions there, and they must reciprocate the fuvor
i by voting as the bank directs in many malters
{of legislation, as well as in numerous elections
Chiere. 15 not, aetions at law and pl‘rsel:uliol'l
| under cover of the ballot is their portion here,
as well as indirect opposition in the primary
| eleetions before the people. - Many of the other
| States have a conatitutional provision exeluding
i officers of rail roads and banks from sitling in
i the legislature, but onr private banks have large
i stocklolders and  directors without limit, who
Care also members of this hody, Under cover
Cof the ballot and other parliamentary tacties in
'vogne here, these institotions frequently take a

it off’ in the Lerislature.  No aspirant for State
liomors eares one iota about cultivating the peo-

result is, that about half & dozen of what are
called feading men in each distriet hitch teams
—carry the Toeal elections for the Legislature,
either for themselves or their tools, nnd sell
their district’s vote in the Legislature, either in
mutters of election or legislationy Lo promote
themselres to the high oflices.

They, howerer, give and take. A eabal in
one district will join its forces to u coterie in
another district and these two will unile
with & eclique in & third district, and so on
throughout the State, until a regular phalanx is
formed, so as always to have a majority ready Lo
fill any vacancy that may occur. The spoils of
office in South Carolina are partitioned regulan
ly in this way, and yet we rail against the cor-
ruption and intrigue, which secures federal offi.
ces by taking a part in Presidential elections,
The reigning powers of the several distriets are
all the while flattering, complimenting and ex-
toliing each other. They interchange civilties
through the newspapers, for our sheets, with a
few honorable exceptinns, are dumb on State
polities, and are ever filled with fulsome adula-
tion and disgusting toadyism. Every little dis.
trict junta has its organ, edited by some one
who linlds an office in the gift of the Legisla-
ture, or it is controlled by a magnate who has a
berth, or wants one. Delegates from euch dis-
trict meet annually in Columbia during the sit.
ting of the Appeal court in Day, or during the
session of the Legislature. They concoct new
schemes, divorce old alliances, form new ones,
and so the State oflices have heen filled for the
last fifty years. Sometimes friends are sold
and encwies are reconciled. As ambition gen-
erally knows no law but success, the ballot ena-
bles it to play traitor to a friend, or friend toa
traitor without detection. Thus, deceit, hypo-
cracy, intrigue and diplomacy, rule the State.
An ambitious plebeian who has not yet been
initinted into the mysteries of the oligarchal
clubs, walches with the cunuing of a fox to as-
certain who is the most prominent eandidate for
every vacancy, and a8 soon as he has gathered
the information, he forthwith unites his fortunes

severitl mfre menica on ‘this floor’ thyn they |

Each of the judicial districts in the up-country |
Charleston, Georgetown, Orangebarg and Sum-
ter is sub-divided into election districts called:

(she always takes care of herself;) Georgetown |

They also .possess above 163,000 more white'

tions. 1have purposely excluded any account!]

80 torbulent, an lined {0 marivge, =n fitll of am-
bition, 8o eonflicting In loeal intereats, tiat but
few members dre"re-clected.  Thb constant rdi
tation in” up-gountry- réprescatation, virtnally
leaves the parishes in poxsexsion: af mast of th .
experience and tact pf the legialature, , Aguin,
the up-country 'i%° nlwnys divided, becausy
having four times fs many candidates for
officé, the parishes en welect with which ¢f iher
to co-operate in ¢lertions, or with whal faction
to unite in leginlation., Parties, factiona, cluby
juntas, cliques, and coteries, unite -or divide'in
voting for or men measuren. . All-individanlity
of the representative is forgqiden, .and !
stakes, the spoils, the honots, the. salaries’ard
the leading object with cach individug! momber -
more than the gond of his_cotintry, the fepres
sentative is thus corrnpied by the ordingry opes
ration of onr @overnment, Thers ‘nre‘extinor.
dinary occasivns. -when mny government may
produce-corraptinn i its legislative oflicers, but
tba.:.ignvernmeut which by, it erdinary. opegation
produces guch .corruplion us ours onght ngh to
stand. The pnrish;:,-l'rp l.!lc_unp‘kt_*{?:‘l%l,;y By
tem, becanse beiag, the. sivongent paci. ¢
tute, that aro always united—aeyer. dj5idud—s -
all parties in the _yp.country. . bid,.for {iﬂ:
country support. j_l'lw Intter dictate Theie,
in legislation, as. théy never will perd

i
Il peraiit ahy Taw
to be passed exeoptit -‘qTri"f'lﬁrﬁF!'nT"ﬁ&'g 4
ticalar, Hence our confused IcaiEtfon s fie

our adherence to_ Jywg.and. ft

the thirty ygars stropglefo, diyide-
notwilhsmndi__%g the jusjice uf hpr glijin. .

the greater diffalty of v diding Ed
and Barawell, silthrivzh‘they chy iirge eVih bette

reasons for both 4 fadicial #1rd poliiesrdlvisian -
than Pendleton. Ffénck ‘the persidiant’ refaial
of Soiith Carolifia’tn give the ¢ lection bf ‘Fresit
dentis] electors to the-penple; béeagéera majorite
of the legislature: can cast the voie of the State,
arid the parishés, as-I'have ' shown; ‘ean. slways
control -the: legislature. ~And’ henre: alto - the
‘refural, ofithe Statd. 10-take, any jmn.in Presi-
dential electionx, althongh she- rem:ips in the-
Union andsparticipateh in thie leginlatiog 6 Cons
gress, and eontinues to submit theennsed'of her-
citizens to the adjndieation af the fedeml doarte,
By refusing to give the elecfion’ 1v.the pople,
she refuses to go into the national eotventiv, -
because the people need take no interest in fbe
malter, as they can have .no -uliimale. epatrol
over the vole of the State, on .acconnt 0f the
ballot here, making this an uncontrolabie bidy,
and because furtber the people in South Caro-
lina are wholly unacquainted.with the ennvention
or caucus system a1 it isx snceringly ‘called b
some. By the State refusing to go imo the'na-
tionul convention, she Iakes 1o part Whatever in
the election of that mighty and all fmportant
oficer—the Federal Exerutive. *The national
nomination is virtoally the eleetion ; it ia really
the election, because the snheequent Statédlecs
tions are mere ratifications of “onc or'the 'other
of the two prévious national 'nominations, ‘St -
that for the last twenty -yenre we have voted for
)_n.n. reside - Me Palk. - oo
he parishes aresx nnit, ~They alwags act in
concert, 1 have watched their members here
and they have walehed mo; (langhter) | have
listened to their vonversation, and 1 suppose
they have listencd tn mine. 1 have attended the
sessions of this legislature for four or five years,
and [ am satisfied from what [ lave seen and
heard, that there never was i the hi<iory of the
world, in ancient « r madern times, any wet of
men banded together in a closer ombirace, than
your parish repre<entative<, They dan rule the
up-country by bribery. They may even now
keep their seats, as champions from the districts
will maintain their canse of con<ervatism in
everything. It has beenme fashionable, how-
ever, for leading men of the up.conntry, to de-
clare war aguinst the parishes suh mmdo, bis
they only do it to et their prive, 10 gret voles,
to get office. They o to the paridh members
ana say, “elect me 1o 2 hich offier, which wilk
give me commanding inlluenee in the np-eountry,
and I will use that inflnereein your behnlfamong
my people. I will tike up the ery of conservas
tism—will represent the interests of the whols
Siate, and make as nnch ado as any man ean.”
Treason to his eon-vicnee, Lis God and his sec-
tion, has been the prive of many an oflice he-
stowed by this legislatnze upon npconntry gens
tlemen. Yes, sir. the paristies throttle ns with
the hands of our awn leading men, who fire into
the camp of their friends like Arnold, as they go
over to the foe. While they are receiving the
reward of their trenson, and afier the price has
been paid down, it ix the nccupation of their lives
to prate of the rights of the parishes and vay
nothing of the wrunas of the districte, = °
Peace! peace! peace! is the eternal theme of
our oligarchy. “You will disturb,” say they,
“the compromises of the constitntion, bet
alone the landmarks wlich our fathers have left
us!” I have thonght that of all word« Sauth
Carolina professes 1o hiate that of “eompromi«e”
the most. But it is right | snppose in the State
government, althouzh wrong in the federal.—
Strange inconsisteney 1 The other States haye
altered their constitniions amd have ealled con.
ventions for that purpose.  Virginia, for instagee
has done it frequentiy, and [ do not think she
has Leen injured by ity but to clange, alter,
smend, or wodily anything in South Carlina,
the parishes say, wonld bring desolation and
ruin upon us. “ No parties,” is their ery, and
yet out of thirty or furty factions, I will not eall
them parties, the parishes rule them all. _Partics
are a blessing. No free country was ever with-
out them. When was England without two or
three great national partiex? They wateh, de-
tect and expose eavh other's overdoings or short
comings, '
1 do not object s» much ta the number of of-
ficers elected by this Leaixlature s the mode
of that election. T'he ballst! the ballot! i«
what T raise my voice against. In this eonnect.
ion I remember an incident which ocenrred at
the last session of thix Legislature which pained
me very much, and of which | desire the conntry
to be informed. \e al! remember it bat too
well, orat leastI dn. On the first ballot for
Directors of the Bank of the State, ‘only eleven
were chosen. On the second ballot for Lwelfth
Director there was still no election, becaure of
three candidates being rur, and an the third bal.
lot, fwo more votes were cast than the number

to those of the general favorite, or in different
phrase, an interloper always goes for the pow-
ers that be, not for those that vight to be. Many |
a man has risen to high offices in the gift of the i
Legixlature in this way. Merit with us is gen. |
erilly ignored, while intrigue when the most

of members who hud voted. Yes, a poor but
worthy young man of Charleston was thus de.
prived of his election, and L wanl it tn gn abroad
to the people, that two memhers of this fncor.
ruptible body, two members who hnd sworn 19

their Presidential elcclars by their legislatvres | 1liis eleetion will not nuW be given to the people = n e Teistation and in clections.  The preserve, proteet and defend the constitution of

and by the seeret ballot system as we do, and
what could Le the result but inevitable corrup-
tion, so foul, so rank, that it would stiuk in the
nostrils of every honest man,

The gentlemen from St. Johne, Coll-ton, (Mr.

Dryan) decliims loudy against corruption in the |

other States, where this election has been given

to the people, and says that %85,000,000 area |

burden for the flesh to carry gracefully.

heav the
concede that it is a burden too heavy for

Sir,

this lerislature or for all the legislatures of the |
= but the three | first

American Union to carry honestly,

illion of American Ireemen and volers ean
no
if Clay,
re. | of the American people was thus defeated necor.

oth carry and disburse it safely. I charge
lerislature, either of this, or any other St."\to.
that of any other State had the election of P
sidential electors,
gound maxun of ‘
though no man or set of men may be corrupt
that yet they are all corruptible. If Presidentia

clectors were chosen by the legislature in the

with corrption, bat it is a
political philosophy, that al-

mbly of electors, instead of legislators.  What

| B
i srenes were witnessed in the Re.

j indeseribable
| presentative liall, pending this election.  Mem-
| bers who wero aspirants for office and whose
| votes might have an important bearing upon
| their prospeets for Exezutive appointinents, met
at the hour of midnight, log rulled, urgad temp-
! ting bids for the votes of inlluential members,
! und in their bachanal orgies over the wine-botlle,
' the successful and more corrupt party chunted
1thr.z sentiment, that *those who fell with the
Adums shall rise with the second.”
{3:r. Adams therefore was aceordingly elected
" by a corrupt coalition between himself and Mr.
“ either expresn or implied,” and the will

ding to the highest contemporaneous authority.
Sneh was the nude mockery of the elective
franchise exhibited to the public zaze that the

{ * President eleet said in his message of neeep.

make all its party perfect at onee. We should

the h:trmt.]ninuu aetion of our complex system
demauds it. I speak with revercuce bt in truth,
when [ express the deliberate conviction that
our forefathers themselves would make the
change proposed by this bill if they conld act
as the legislature of South Curolina'in 1853, as
they did in 1792;

Next let me answer brie
from St. John's Colleton. [ eonfess that | en-

objections to tho Bill but that I was entirely uni-
ble todo so. Hadealt in such grandiloguent
phrases, euch bold images, such tiery Demos-

°_f me enteh hin thonghts au they passed from
his llpﬂ-_ Hetald us o treat deal about the French
revolution, but | shoald like to kiow what thit

i
tance, that hut for the absence of constitutional

has to do with g]\:i“g the eleption of electors (o
the people. Ttis very common now-a-ays, to

reznlate the machinery and alter it, whenever

fly the gentleman

deavored to gather nt least n skeleton of his

thenic expressions, that | conld not for the life

—why it was 1o
"ang complete J0
ﬂm ||I.'l|il||.'.‘:('"un
try in ]mrln-nl:lr. e
Whom dn the peop e of Sonth Carolina clect
fhee,  They ar allowed fo amuse them-
s m‘-'th the semblanee of sovercignly in
selves, WE foe for myriads of petty Militia
h"-ldmg' u:; | u}uﬁ'::c npoen members of the par-
!.Iht-p_q. an hiat {hey &€ s a body disposed to
juies heire r prosent abominable militia system
s ”;"“:lr pore, than 10flaiter the people with
i for ”“l“,l.l:-llltﬂ' of exereising power where no
: l]_ll.' nI‘[’“.il'l;l*rt\;. hut & Mere hanble is at stake.
r|gI|T. ||t)} : - olficors do the people eleet? “I'lieir
\What ot if:md l_..,]‘u-n and their very honorable
‘:r: Inl' the legislatire and of Congresq.—
Phes are not I“'"“i”""l to eleck all their loesl
P2 -:Inn an this ansly Asseahly appoints
: pwrs in F-"i“h)‘—--!hl’cc of the fouy

qice hmnnt been rendesed to
ally and lo those of the np-coun-

bl

palice 0

y H "
She cummisalol

{ done long aro and why Tull

Lrail ponds tand in the same category.  The
| South Cure'™ 1 eollege in adilferent way, like-
| wise plavs .. important part in the action of
this assembly.  The same is troe ol the military
Saendemies, as well as of the lunatie asylom;
" yes sir, even the asylum is married to the Legis.
Hature [laughter.]
But now for the overwhelming evidence that
{ this legislatore iy an Assembly of eleetors and
uot of legislators, and that by its peeuliar organ.
Cization an oligarchy of dive hundred men are
{permitted to rule the State with an iron will,
i | shall at present say nothing more of the or-
{ manization of this House, than that it consists
of one nmdred and twenty-fonr members, half
tol” whom represent taxation and  the other half
Dwhite pepalation, Upon this jaist basis fiity
ropre-vlatives, 1 believe, eone from the pari-h- |
Cesoam! the retnaining seventy-four from the dis
Dirdets,  T0wonld be an easy matler Lo show,

distriots, because animated by n common feel-

skilful i+ the most rewarded, and yet we are
ever protesting against giving the eleetion of
Eleetors to the people, because forsooth it is
said cunning and wire pulling would then con-
trel the offices and the people too. But in this !
great gume for place, the parishes have still the |
advantage.

They are united in solid column against the

ing to preserve the power which Lhey obtained
by fraud and hold by diplowacy. The parish |

agnin and again, like the |
members for the boroughs in parlinment. And |
no matter who represents a parish, ho knows |

ty they had obtained unjustiy as give up their |
palitical power which rightly belongs to the wp- |
conntry.  Not so with the representatives of the |

Hatter, who have generally large constituencies, |

this State and of the United States, who had
been elected perhapa by a high minded, intelli
gent and virtuons consiitueney, went up to the
battot box und deposited two votes cach in an
eleetion for a Director of the Bank of ihe State,
I repeat it again, and every member knows the
fact, although it does not appear npon the print.
ed journals of the Ilonse,

Nearly all the States have miven all electiona
to the people except that of Judges and U."S.
Senators, and some of them have given the elec-

representatives having but small constituencies, | tion of even Judges (o the people, which I can-
can easily be return

not approve. In addilion tn thix, .cvery, State
conslitntion in the Union (or nearly all of them)
has & provision of thix sort:  “ T'hat jn ni} ¢lee-

that Lis penple would as soon part with proper- | tions by the people, the vate <hall - be by ballet,

but in all elections by the Legislature, the vore

shall be vita voce” Funr of .the States, how.

ever, vole viva voce, even in primary eleetiony,
COXCLUDED UX THE FUURTHITAGE:




