
REFERS TO PRÉSIDENT ZELLAYA
Oí NICARAGUA*

IB iffuT ma.
-Deals With Civil Pensions, Ship Sub-

sidy, Postal Savings Banks and'
Other Matters of General Import¬
ance.

Washington, D. C., Special-Presi¬
dent Taft's first annual message to
the Congress, is(ûi part, as follows^
To the Senate and the House of Rep¬

resentatives :
The relations of the United States

with all foreign governments have
continued upon the normal basis of
amity and good understanding and
are very generally satisfactory.

Pursuant to the provisions of the
general treaty of arbitration conclud-

~ed between the United States and
Great Britain, April 4, 1908, a special
agreement was entered into between
the two countru.. on Jan. 27, 1909,

' for thc submission of questions re¬

lating to the fisheries on the north
Atlantic coast to a tribunal to be
formed from members of the per¬
manent court of arbitration at The
Bagne.
The treaty between the United

States and Great Britain concerning
the Canadian international boundary,
concluded AprU ll, 1908, authorizes
the appointment of two commisioners
to define and mark accurately the in¬
ternational boundary linc between the
United States and the Dominion of
Canadia in the waters of the Pas«
.aamaquoddy bay and provides for the
exehange of briefs within the period
of six months. Conditions have not
been effected and it has now become
necessary to resort to arbitration.
The regulation with regard to the

international fisheries commission
will be presented to Congress with a
view tb being made effectual.
Great Britain has not yet ratified

-the provisions of the convention to
adjust differneces -with rgard to the
boundary line between the United
States and Canada.

Negotiations for an international
conefrence - to consider and reach an

arrangement providing for the preser¬
vation and protection of the fur seals
in the north Pacific are in progress
with the governments of Great Brit¬
ain, Japan and Russia.
London Conference of 1908 and 1909.
A conference was held at London

from Dec. 2,1908, to Feb. 2, 1909, in
which the following powers partici¬
pated: The United States, Austria-
Hungary, France, Germany, _.AGreat
Britain, Italy, Japan,^.thè Nether¬
lands, Russia and-Spain. The con¬
ference resulted in the declaration of
London, unanimously agreed to and
signed by the participating powers,
concerning, among other matters, the
highly important subjects of block¬
ade, contraband, the destruction of
.neutral prizes and continuous voy¬
ages.
Two new projects of conventions

which have not heretofore been con¬
sidered in a diplomatic conference-
namely, one concerning the limitation
of the responsibility of shipowners
and the other concerning marine
mortgages and privileges-have been
submitted by thç conference to the
diiFerent governments.

I recommend that the United
States accept the invitation of Bel-
gum to participate in the world's
fair at Brussels in 1910/

Questions arising out of the Bel¬
gian annexation of the State of,
Congo has Xssumed a more hopeful
atage.
A treaty with Germany has been

completed by which American paten¬
tees shall enjoy the same privileges
as the Germans.
The comrhissioners to Liberia were

well recived and their report is be¬
ing considered. >

Questions have arisen over condi¬
tions in the island of Spitzbeiger
and a conference will be held early in
1910. The United States- has been
invited by Norway to particioate.

Trade Should Bs Looked After.
Turkey and Persia have adopted

constitutional governments largely
by the influence of thc United Stales
as an example. We should sesk
trade relations .with them.

Conditions which threatened war
between Peru and Boliva have been
amicably adjusted.
You are asked to make a liberal

appropriatioix^or our participation in
the Pan-American conference at
Buenas Aires next July.
The Argentine Republic will hold

an international agricultural exhibi¬
tion at Buenas Aires in 1910 to which
we have been invited to attend.
Today more than ever before Amer¬

ican capital is seking investment in
foreign corm tries, and American pro¬
ducts aranmore and more generally
seeking foreign markets. The pan-
American policy of this government
bas icng been fixed in its principles
and remains unchanged. With the
circumstances of thc United States
and of the republics to the south of
us, most of which have great natural
resources, stable government and pro¬
gressive ideals, the apprehension
which gave rise to the Monroe doct¬
rine may be said to have nearly dis¬
appeared, and neither the duct rino ns

yit exisists nor any other doctriné of
American policy should bo permited
io operate for thc perpeination of
"irresponsible government, the escape
of just obligations or the insidious
allegation of dominatimr ambitions on
i he part of the United Slates.
My meeting with President Diaz.

and I hope^-it -will bind together the
cordial relations* between the two
republics. 'I

All but one of the vexing questions
with Venezuela have been adjusted ;
and that is to be referred td the
Hague tribunal.
The government' of Panama has

agred to mdemnify relatives.of Amer-,
ican officers and sailors brutally treat-
ed by the Panama police and à re-
currence- will be assiduously guarded
against.

-Our Relations With Cuba.
The sanitary 'improvements and

public works undertaken in Cuha
prior to ihepresent administration of
that government, in the sueccss of
which the United States is interest¬
ed under the treaty, ar. reported to be
making good progress, and diplomatic
relations promise to be promoted
thereby.
The receivership for the Dominican

Republic has demonstrated its ability,
even under unfavorable economic and
political conditions, to do the work
for which it was inteded.

This government was obliged to in¬
tervene diplomatically to bring about
arbitration or settl nent of the claim
of the Emery company against Nica¬
ragua, which it had long before been
agreed should be arbitrated. A settle¬
ment pf this troublesome case "was

recahed bv the signature of a protocol
on Sept. is, 1909.
Many years ago dilomatic interven¬

tion became necessary to the protec¬
tion of the interests in the American
claim of Alsop & Co. against the
government of Chile. The matter
will be arbitrated by King Edward.

Since the Washington conventions
of 1907 were communicated to the
government of the United States as a

consulting and advising party this
government has-been almost continu-
ousty called upon by one or another
and in turn by ali of the five Central
American republics to exrt itself for
the maintenance of the conventions.
Nearly every complaiut has been
against the Zelaya government of
Nicaragua, which has kept Central
America in constant tension or tur¬
moil. Two American citizens, officers
tn the insurgent army, were barbar¬
ously treated and .executed by order
of Zelaya. According to the modern
enlightened practice of civilized na¬

tions, they Vere entitled to be dealt
with as prisoners of war. This gov¬
ernment has severed diplomatic re¬
lations with the Zelayan government.
International Board of American Re¬

publics Good Work.
The international bureau of Amer¬

ican republics has carried on an im¬
portant and increasing work during
the last year. In the exercise of its
peculiar functions as an international
agency, maintained by all the Ameri¬
can republics for the development of
pan-American commerce and friend¬
ship, it has accomplished a great
practical good which could be done in
the same way by no individual de¬
partment or bureau of one govern¬
ment and is therefore deserving of
your liberal support.

It is gratifying that Americans will
by treaty take their share in Chinese
extension of the great highways of
trade and to believe- that such activ¬
ities will give a reai impetus to our
commerce and wil prove a practical
corollary to our historic policy in the
far east. A considerable number of
Chinese '.students are attending our
schools and the influences wilt doubt¬
less be beneficial to both nations. The
Chinese government is making con¬
siderable progress in the restriction
upon opium and I recommend th at its
sale and use as far as possible be re¬
stricted in this government.

China and Japan disavow the idea
that an-equal chance in mining in
Manchuria is withheld from Ameri¬
cans by any kind of monopoly.
The treaty formed with Siam made

io 185G is largely out of date and
the department of State is consider¬
ing .Us revision.

I earnestly recommend to Congress
the plan to have divisions of Latin
American and far eastern affairs and
to institute a certain suecilization in
business with Europe and the near
east! It should be remembered that
such facilities exist in the foreign of¬
fices of all -tho leading commercial
nations and that to deny them to the
secretary of state would be to place
this government at a great disadvan¬
tage in the rivalry of commercial
competition.
The consular service has been

greatly improved under the law of
April 5. 1906, and the executive or¬
der of June 27, 1906, and I commend
to your consideration the question of
embodying in á statute the principles
of the present executive order upon
which, the efficiency of our consular
service is wholly dependent.

About tho Tariff.
I have appointed three officials to

assist the officers of the government
in collecting information necessary to
a wise administration of the tariff
act of August .5, 1909. It is hoped
thus to co-ordinate, and' bring to bear
upon this most important subject all
the agencies' of the government wliich
can contribute anything to its effi¬
cient handling. As a consequent of
section 2 of the tariff act of Aug. 5,
1909 ,it becomes the duty of the sec¬
retary of state to conduct as diplo¬
matic business all tbe negotiations
necessary to place him in a position
to advise me as to whether or not a

particular country unduly discrimi¬
nates against the United States in the
sense of the statute referred to.

Estimated Deficit $73,075,600.
The report of the secretary shows

that the ordinary expenditures for
thc current fiscal .year ending June 30,
1910, will exceed the estimated re¬

ceipts by $34,075,620. If to this de¬
ficit are added thc sum to be disburs¬
ed for the Panama canal, amour ting
to $38,0O0,G00, and $1,000.000 to be
paid cn the public debt, the deficit of
ordinary receipts and expenditures
will be increased to a total deficit of
$73,075,620. This deficit the secretary
proposes lo meet by the proceeds of
bonds issued to pay the cost of con-

strutting the Panama canal. I ap¬
prove this proposal.
The Panama canal is now half done.

The inc rased rost of engineering, and
labor and enlarging of Culebra cut
widening the canal an denlarging of
locks, etc., will make thc total cost
much larger than the first estimates
making thc total according to esti¬
mates $375,201,000.
Estimates for the next .'.car, made

bv the Secretary of the Treasury is
$55,663,000 and fer the following year

he estimates that expenditures w
be less than receipts.
The classification of governme

employes by bureaus would make
possible to economize.
An investigation ordered by n

predecessor resulted in the recomme
dation that the civil service be i

classified according to the kind
work, so that the work requiring mo
application and knowledge and abili
shall receive most compensation,
believe such a change would be fair
to the whole force and would pe
maaeuvly improve the personnel
the service.

Civil Service Pensions.
I am aware that there is a stror

feeling in both houses of congress ar

possibly in the country against tl
establishment of civil pensions ar
that this has naturally grown out <

the heavy burden of military pensioi
which it has always been the poli<
of our government to assume, but
am strongly convinced that no oth<
practical solution of the difficult^
presented by the superannuation (

civil servants can be found than thi
of a system of civil pensions.
The business and expenditures Í

the government have expended enoi

mously since the Spanish Avar, but th
revenues have increased in nearly tb
same proportion as the expenditure
We cannot, in view of the advancin
prices of living, hope to save mone

by a reduction in the standard c

salaries paid. Indeed, if any chang
is made iu that regard an increas
rather than a decrease will be neces

sary, and the only, means of econ

omy will be in reducing the number o

smployees and in obtaining a greate
average of efficiency from those re

fained in the srevice. I note with muc
satisfaction the organization in th
senate of a committee on public es

penditures, charged with the duty o

conducting such an investigation, an<
[ tender to that committee all the aa
sistance which the executive brand
of the government can possibly ren
der.

It is to be rgretted that extensiv
frauds have been practiced in th
custom house at New York, but mucl
has been recovered and prosecution
are in progress. It would seem to mi
that an investigation of the fraud
by congress at present, pending th
probing by the treasury departmen
and the department of justice, as pro
posed, might by giving immunity am
otherwise prove an embarrassment ir
securing conviction of the guilty par
ties.
The President is charged with tin

duty of placing a 25 per cent ad
valorum tariff on imports from coun>
tries discriminating unduly against
the United States. Fear has beer
expressed that this power conferret
and duty imposed on the executive
are likely to lead to a tariff war. ]
beg to express the hope and belie!
that no such result need bc antici¬
pated.
The utmost precautions will be tak¬

en to avoid the necessity of a revision
of the tariff as nothing halts business
so much.
:In the interests of economy $45,-

000,000 is cut from the expenses ot
the war department.' It is done large¬
ly by stopping all projects and neg¬
lecting to recruit the army to _the
limit. This can only be a temporary
expedient to decrease the deficiency of
revenue.The scrctary of war calls atten¬
tion to a number, of needed changes
in the army, in all of which-1 concur,
but the. point upon which I place most
emphasis is the need for an elimina¬
tion bill providing a method by
which the merits of officers shall have
some effect upon their advancement
and by which the advancement of all
may be accelerated by the effective
elimination of a definite proportion
of the least efficient.

-The coast defenses of the United
Stdtes proper arc generally all that
coüld be desired, and in some respects
they are rather more^ elaborate than
under present conditions are needed
lo stop an enemy's fleet from entering
the harbors defended. There is, how¬
ever, one place where additional de¬
fense is badly needed, and that is at
the mout.i of Chesapeake bay, where
it is proposed to make an artificial
island for a fort which shall prevent
an enemy's fleet from entering this
most important strategical base of
operations on the whole Atlantic and
srulf coasts. I hope that appropriate
legislation will be adopted to secure
the construction of this defense.
The naval board recommend the es¬

tablishment of a naval base in thc
Philippines be not k made but that it
be established at Pearl Harbor near
Honolulu.
The return of the battleships from

a cruise around thc world in better
condition than when they left is grati¬
fying and gives us prestige before the
world.
Department of Justice-Expedition in

Legal Procedure.
The deplorable delays in the admin¬

istration of civil aud criminal law
have recived the attention of commit¬
tees of the American Bar association
ami of many state bar associations,
as well as the considered thought of
judges and jurists. In my judgment,
a change in judicial procedure, with a
view to reducing its expense to pri¬
vate litigants in civil cases and facili¬
tating thc dispatch of business and
final decision in beth civil and crim¬
inal cases, constitutes the greatest
need in our American institutions.

Will -treat the Sherman antitrust
law later in special message.
The D. C. jail and work house are

in deplorable condition and should bc
improved.
Postofäco Derailment-Second Clase

Mail Matter.
Thc deficit every year in the post

office department is largely caused by
the low rate of postage cf 1 cent a

pound charged on second class mail
matter, winch includes not only news¬

papers, but magazine-! and miscella¬
neous periodicals. The actual loss
growing out of the transmission of
this second class mail matter at 1
cent a pound amounts to about $63,-
000,009 *a year. Thc average cost of
the transportation of this matter is
more than 9 cents a pound.
A'great saving misrht be made,

amounting to much more than bali'
.of thc loss, by imposing upon maga¬
zines and periodicals a higher rate
of portage. They arc much heavier

' than newspapers and contain a much
bigb<?r proportion of advertising to
reading matter, and the averagé dis-

tance of their transportation is three
and a half times as great.

j I commend the whole subject to
congress, not unmindful cf the spread
of intelligence which a low charge for
carrying newspapers and. oeriodicals
assists. I-very much doubt, however,
the wisdom of a policy which consti¬
tutes so large a subsidy and requires
additional taxation to meet it.

Postal Savings Banks. (

The second subject worthy of men¬
tion in. the postoffice department is
the real necessity and entire practica¬
bility of establishing postal savings
banks. The successful party at the
last election declared in favor of pos¬
tal», savings banks, and, although the
proposition finds opponents in many
parts of the country, I am convinced
that the people desire such banks and
am sure that when the banks are fur¬
nished they will be pdocuctive of the
utmost good. The postal savings
banks are not constituted for the pur¬
pose of creating competition with oth¬
er banks. The rate of interest upon
deposits to which they would be limit¬
ed would be so small as to prevent
their drawing deposits away., -from
other banks.

I believe them to be necessary in
order to offer a proper inducement to
thrift and saving to a great many
people of small means who do not
now have the banking facilities and
to whom such a system would offer an
opportunity for the accumulation of
capital. \

Ship Subsidy.
I earnestly recommend to congress

the consideration and passage of a

ship subsidy bill looking to the estab¬
lishment of lines between our Atlantic
seaboard and the eastern coást of
South Americau as well as lines from
the west coast of the United States
to South America, China, Japan and
the Philippines. A bill of this char¬
acter has once passed the house and
more than once passed the senate, and
I hope that at this session a bill
framed on the same lines and with
the same purpose may become a law.

New Mexico and Arizona.
I recommend that legislation ap¬

propriate looking to the admission of
New Mexico and Arizona as separate
states be taken, but care should be
exercised in the preparation of the
legislation affecting each territory.
With. respect to the territory of

Alaska, I recommend legislation
which shall provide for the appoint¬
ment by the president of a governor
and also of an executive council, the
members of which shall during their
term of office reside in the territory
and which shall have legislative pow¬
ers sufficient to enable it to give to
the territory local laws adapted" to
its present growth.
Conservation of Natural Resources.
In sveral departments there is pre¬

sented the necessity for Jegislation
looking to the further conservation of
our national resources, and the sub¬
ject is one of such importance as to
require a more detailed and extended
discusión than can be entered upon
in this communication. Tor that rea¬
son I shall take an early opportunity
to send a special message to congress
on the subject of the improvement of
our waterwa}'s, upon the reclamation
and irrigation of arid, semiarid and
swamp lands, upon the presrevation
of .mir forests and the reforesting of
suitable arcas.

Department of Agriculture.
I commend to yc'ar carefmíejpsid-

eration tho report of the secretary of
agriculture as showing the immense
sphere of usefulness which that de- ;
partment now fills .and the. wonderful
additin to the wealth of the njation
made by the farmers of this country
in the crops of the current year.

Consolidation of Bureaus.
I request congressional authority

to enable the secretary of commerce
and labor to unite the bureaus of
manufactures and statistics. This was
recommended by a competent commit¬
tee appointed in the pervious admin¬
istration for the purpose of suggest¬
ing changes in the interest of econ¬

omy and efficiency and is requested
by the secretary.

The White Slave Trade.
I greatly regret to have to say that

the investigations made in the *-vrcau

of immigration and other sources of
information lead to thc view that
there is urgent, necessity for additon-
al legislation and greater executive
activity to suppress the recruiting of
the ranks of prostitutes from the
streams of immigration into this
country-an evil which, for want of a
better name, has been called "the
white slave trade." I believe it.to
be constitutional to forbid under pen¬
alty the transportation of persons
for purposes of prostitution across
national and state lines, and by ap¬
propriating a fund of $50,000 to be
used by thc secretary of commerce and
labor for the employment of special
inspectors it will be possible to bring
those responsible for the trade to in¬
dictment and conviction under a fed¬
eral law.

Bursau of Health.
For a very considerable period a

movement has been gathering
strength, especially among the mem¬

bers of the medical profession, in fa¬
vor of a concentration of the instru¬
ments of the national government
which have to do with the promotion
of public health. In the nature of
things the medical department of thc
army and the medical department of
the navy must be kept separate. But
there s&'.ras to bc no reason \why all
the othex bureaus and offices in the
general government which have to do
with the public health or subjects
akin thereto should not bc united in a

burau to be called the "bureau of
public health.''' This would necessi¬
tate thc transfer of the marine hos¬
pital qcrvicc to such a bureau. I am

aware that there is a wide field in re¬

spect tu the public health committed
to thc states in which the federal gov¬
ernment cannot exercise jurisdiction,
but Ave have seen in the agricultural
department the expansion into widest
usefulness of a department giving at¬
tention to agriculture when that sub¬
ject is plainly one over which thc
states properly exercise direct juris¬
diction. The opportunities offered for
useful research and the spread of use¬
ful information in regard to thc cul¬
tivation of thc soil and the breeding
of stock and the solution of many of
the intricate problems in progressive
agriculture have demonstrated thc
wisdom of establishing that depart¬
ment.

Political Contributions.
I urgently recommend to congress

that a law be passed requiring that
candidates in elections of members, of
tue house of representatives and com¬
mittees in charge of their candidacy
and campaign file in a proper office of
the United States government a state¬
ment of the contributions received
and of the expenditures incurred in
the campaign for such elections and
that similar legislation be enacted in
respect to all other elections which
are constitutionally -within thc control
of congress.
Semicentennial of Negro Freedom.
The year 1913 will mark the fiftieth

anniversary of the issuance of the
emancipation proclamation granting
freedom to thc negroes. It seems fit¬
ting that this event should be proper¬
ly celebrated. Already a movement
has been started by prominent ne¬

groes, encouraged by prominent white
people and the press. The south es¬

pecially is manifesting its interest in
this movement.

It is suggested that a proper form
of celebration would be an exposi¬
tion to show the progress the negroes
have made, not only during their pe¬
riod of freedom, but also from the
time of their coming to this Country.

I heartily indorse this proposal and
request that the executive be author¬
ized to appoint a preliminary com¬
mission of not more than seven per¬
sons to consider carefully whether or
not it is wise to hold such an exposi¬
tion, and if so to outline a plan for
the enterprise. I further recommend
that such preliminary commission-
serve without salary, except as to
their actual expenses, and that an ap¬
propriation be made to meet such ex¬

pense.
Conclusion.

I have thus, in a message compress¬
ed as much as the subjects will per¬
mit, referred to many of the legis¬
lative needs of ithe country. Speak¬
ing generally, the country is in a high
state of prosperity. There is every
reason to believe that we are on the
eve of a substantial business expan-
soin, and we have just garnered a
harvest unexempled in the market
value of our agricultural products.
The high priées which such products
bring mean great prosperity for the
farming community; but, on the other
hand they mean a very considerably
increased burden upon those classes
in the community whose yearly com¬

pensation does not expand wirft the
improvement in business and the gen¬
eral prosperity. The increase in
population and the more expensive
mode of living oí' the people, which
have not been accompanied by a pro¬
portionate increase in acreage pro¬
duction, may furnish a further rea¬
son. It is well to note that the in¬
crease in the cost of living is not con¬
fined to this country, but prevails the
world over, and that those who would
charge increases in prices to the ex¬

isting protective tariff must meet the
fact that the rise in prices hns taken
place almost wholly in those products
of the factory and far min respect to
which there has been either no in¬
crease in the tariff or in many instan¬
ces a very considerable reduction.

WILLIAM LL TAFT.

$9,500 For Gaffney Lot.
.Oaffney, Special.-Clerk of the

United Sates Circuit Court C. J. Mur¬
phy has forwarded a che*k for $9,500
to A. N. Wood and J. Q. Little in
payment of a lot of laud taken by
the Government under condemnation
proceedings', on and upon which the
Government' proposes to erect' a
-ostofficc building, here. Judge Braw¬
ler ordered the money to bo paid
over. The Government now owns a

site for a postoffice at Gaffney, and
the work preliminar}' to the erection
of thc building will be begun as soon
as possible.

Eradication of Hookworm.
Atlanta, Ga., Special.-The first

conference for the eradication of the
hookworm, to be held in Atlanta Jan¬
uary 18 and 19, will be largely at¬
tended. The Atlanta chamber of
commerce is in receipt of letters from
the Governors of .Mississippi, South
Carolina, Georgia and Florida, an¬

nouncing that they will appoint; dele¬
gates to the conference. The State
health officers of these States, as well
as of Alabama, also, ha?e. signified
their intention of participating in the
conference.

Rider Case.
Union City, Tenn., Sdecial.-Anoth¬

er failure met the efforts of the State
Wednesday to complete the jury in
the ease of Garrett Johnson ail Arth¬
ur Cloar. alleged leaders of the night-
riders charged willi the .minier of
Capt. Quentin Rankin. Thc venire
summoned io.appear ju court was ex¬

hausted wit hou; a single man qualify¬
ing for jury service. A panel of 200
men was ordered to report.

GOOD FORESTRY AT BltTMORE.

What lr. Being Done With 130,000
Acres on Vanderbilt Estate.

In point of variety and scope; the
forest work done cn the Biltmore es¬

tate, in Xcrth Carolina, is remark¬
able, says a bulletin of the forest
Service. The forests, which cover

130,000 seres, are made profitable by
the production of various forms ot
material. Four million feet of lum¬
ber, 5,000 cords of fanni c-acid wood
and fuel, a thousand cords of t:n

bark, and several hundred cords of
pulp wood are cut every year. At
tho samo time thc forest, through
wise management, is bettered and is

steadily increasing in value. Work¬
men employe:! along the boundaries
cf thc forest do duty as fire guards.
Thus fir? protection is secure:!, at

least throughout all the accessible
parts of tho tract.

In connection with al! lumbering
operations permanent logging roads
aro built. These minimize the pres¬
ent cost of transportation, and will
srreatly reciura :ho cost of marketing
future crop3. Tims the extension cf
the road-, is steadily adding ti the
investment value of the fores'. Morn-
over, they serve, also, as a network
of fire ¡ines. Forest planting is prac¬
tised whore fire will not threaten its
success. The experimental vor!; ia
silviculture which is done at Biltmore
is certain to make important addi¬
tions to tb; science and practice of
forestry.-Evening Post.

Speaks to Rivers and Harbors
Congress.

CREATES MUCH ENTHUSIASM-
A Policy Eather Than Project a Wise

Platform, Bat Projects Must Be
Attempted.

Washington, Special.-Speaking in
strong endorsement of the policy of
"waterway improvement, Prsident
Taft stirred up much enthusiasm
during the opening hours of the sixth
convention of i:he National Rivers
and Harbors Congress here Wednes¬
day. Himdreds of delegates, repre-
sentating every section of the United
States, were in attendance. Men and
women delegates gave the President
a noisy reception.
Upon being presented to the as¬

semblage by Joseph E. Ransdell,
president of the ¿ongress, President
Taft dwelt upon his interest in the
policy of waterway improvement, and
offered advice to the delegates upon
methods for attaining the ends' they
seek.
"I congratulate this congrss," said

Mr. Taft, "on having brought the
subject of waterways to such a point
that the representatives of Congress,
from one end of the country to the
other, recognize it as a subject that
calls for action. They have not*come
to a definite conclusion as to the pol¬
icy that ought to be adopted, but
they have come to the conclusion
that some policy must be adopted
with reference to the development of
those instrumentalities which nature
has furnished for the transportation
of goods and for the controlling of
railroad rates.
"You in your declaration say that

you are in favor of a policy and not
in favor of any particular project. I
think that a wise platform to take:
and yet when it comes to the practi¬
cal enforcement and accomplishment
of something, you have got to get ir
to projects.
"Now I don't think I betray a se¬

cret when I say that the gentleman
who has most to do with the initia¬
tion of projects in Congress is fully
charged with the necessity for doing
something in the next Congress to
foreshadow, or rather to begin a pol¬
icy with respect to those rivers."

HER DEATH A MYSTERY.

Mrs. Martin, thc Dead Girl's Mother.
Showing No Desire to Visit Ne-a
Jersey-If She is Found in th<
State She Will Be held Pending
Investigation Into the Mystery.
New York, Special.-The body ol

Ocey Snead was buried Wednesday,
but an uncompromising inquiry into
the manner of her death goes on un¬
abated at East Orange, N. J., where
Virginia Wardlaw, her spinster aunt,
is heir a prisoner pending an investi¬
gation by the grand jury. S

..Sentiment aside," said the chiei
of police, " there remain the brute
facts in this case, and nothing in ex¬

planation: of them has been offered.
We have a girl foimd dead in twelve'
inches of water in a bath tub on the
oné hand, and ,on the other, the wo¬

man who last saw her alive but faiir
ed to report her death until 24 hours
after it must have been discovered.
Aunt and niece lived in .the same

house; it is incredible that the bath¬
room could have remained unvisited
for that length of lime or that in
their closely related life one of The
two could have been absent so long
from the house without arousing the
anxiety of the other. ¿

..These two basic facts alone are
sufficient in themselves to warrant
their presentation to the grand jury,
even if there were no tangle of in¬
surance to unravel, no diagnosis of
malnutration and hypnosis by a re¬

putable physician, no duplication of
wills and no attempted purchase of
chloroform to 'kill cats.' " -

Sugar Frauds Not New.
New York, Special-Underweighing

sugar and cheating the government
out of duty is not a new art, accord¬
ing'to testimony introduced Wednes¬
day as the government continued its
prosecution of six former employes of
the American Sugar Refining Com¬
pany. James Conlon, a former cus¬
toms weigher, testified that although'
he had apprised his superiors of the
existence of fraud more than teu
years ago, nothing was done to pun¬
ish the guilty persons until after
the death of TT. O. Havermyer.

Leading Young Girls Astray.
Atlanta, Ga., Special.-Cleo Evans^

a strikingly handsome young Atlanta
woman, confessed to the police Tues¬
day afternoon that she was an agent
iu the white slave traffic and asked
the officers to detain two young wo-

m¿n who were leaving for Columbus,
0., in the evening. The police found
the young girls at the station, waiting
for Miss Evans. The !°tter had two
tickets to Columbus, which she said
had been sent to her for the girls'
use by the keeper of a disorderly
house there.

Tt was a dark night, narrates the

Argonaut. A man was riding a bi¬

cycle with r.o lamp. He cime to a

crossroads, and cid not knew which

way to tu'-n. He felt hi his pocket
for a match. He found but one.

.Climbing to tho top cf thc pele, he
lit tho match carefully, and in the

ensuing glimmer road: "Wet Paint."
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PALMETTO HAPPENINGS
News Notes of General Interest

From All Parts of the State.

METHODIST CONTEFJEtfiCE.

124th Annual' Session Opens at Ab«
beville.

Abbeville, Special-The 124th an-
aual session fo the South Carolina.
Confernece of the Methodist; Episco¬
pal church, South, met with the First
Methodist church of Abbeville YVed-
aesday morning at 10 o'clock, and
was opened with the administration^
af the' Sacrament conductd by the
Rev Joseph' B. Traywick, who was»
assisted by the Revs. J. W..Walling,
J. S. Beasley, J. L. Stokes, S.\J. Betb-r
aa, J. C. Chandler and A: J. Stafford.
At the close of the Sacrament Bishop»
A.. W. Wilson, who came in Tuesday
from Waynesboro, Georga, took the
chair and called the Conference to
order, and ,the Rev. E. 0. Watson,,
the secretary of the last Conference.,
sailed the roll of ministers, and lay
delegates, the usual large number re¬

sponding to the roll call. The Rev.
E. 0. Watson was re-elected secretary
and he nominated W. L. Wait, A. E.
Boiler, S. B. Harper and W. C. Kirk¬
land as assistants, and R. E.' Turnip-
seed statistical secretary, who nomi-
aated J. F. Nloand, Marvin Auld, R.
E. Sharp, E. A. Wayne and W. A.
Beckham, all f whom were unanim?
ously elected.

Audubon Society Elect Officers.
Columbia, Special.-At their, an-

aual meeting last week the Audubon
Society of the State elected tte fol¬
lowing officers:
President-M. 0| Dantzler, Orange-

burg.
Vice President-W. H. Gibbes,

Columbia.
Secretary-James Henry Rice, Jr.,

Summerville.
Treasurei"-A. R. Heyward, Jr., Co¬

lumbia. "
r

The directors are: B. F. Taylor, Co¬
lumbia; Edward L. Wells, Charles¬
ton; Niels Christensen, Beaufort;
Samuel G. Stoney, Charleston; Paul
Sanders, Ritter; W. H. Andrews,
Georgetown; W. G. Sirrine, Green¬
ville; L. D. Jennings, Sumter; R. C.
Burts, Easley; A. L. White, Spartan-
burg; D. Sam Cox, Columbia: Geo.
W. Croft, Aiken; W. H. Wallace,
Newberry; J. F. Perrin, Abbeville;
R. P. Hamer, Hamer.
The next meeting will bo held in-

Columbia dining Fair week.

- More Conscience Money Paid.

Columbia, Special.-Troeger, who»
did business with the old State dis¬
pensary, has forwarded, through Col.
Felder, of Atlanta, $9,000, to be add¬
ed to the "conscience fund." This-
places the amount received fromvva-
xious firms past the $50,000" mark,
being $54,000 in all. The largest con¬

tributor was the Bemheim firm,
which handed across $30,000. /hen.
came Weiskopf with $7,500 end otter
firms with smaller amounts. Tl e

present contributor is from Cinch !-.

nati. Of this amount the State re¬
ceived $4,500 as half of the "eon-
science money" goes to the Atlanta.
firm.

New Depot Assured. Greenville.
Greenville, Special.-Superinten¬

dent A. W. Anderson, of the Char¬
leston and Western Carolina Rail¬
road, was in the city last week ¡md
made statements to the effect that a-
new depot building will be construct¬
ed at this place at once and other
extensive improvements made at this
terminal station. These improve¬
ments will cost in the neighborhood
of $150,000. The work is to begin
within the next thirty or sixty days
and buildings will be/completed by
the 1st of July. The lot is in the
neighborhood of the present station
and was purchased»two years ago for
this purpose.

Law and Order League Formed at
Greenville.

Greenville, Special.-A law and or¬
der league for the prosecution of
crime in Greenville was organized in
jreenville 'Tuesday night, J. -J. Mc-
Swain of the local bor was made pres¬
ident. The organization of the league
is the outcome of a series of sermons

preached recently by the Rev. T. W.
Sloan on local conditions. The citi¬
zens of O'Neall iiip Tuesday
organized a r'- ..»ar league*

Ac aal Meeting f Baptists.
Anderson, Special.-The, South

Carolina Baptist State convention,,
300 strong, acording to report of the
mittee on hospitality, met at 9:.'L;>
Wednesday morning and was opened
with devotional exercises bv Rev. J.
W. Guy. President A. J. S". Thomas
recognized and welcomed many dis¬
tinguished visitors. A number of ad¬
dresses on special subjects were made.

Convention went on record for
state-wide prohibition.
Destructive Fire in Anderson Stores.
Anderson, Special-Fire at mid¬

night Thursday night gutted the
building occupied by E. H. Acker, de¬
stroying his entire sock, valued at
at about $9.500, burned through the
lots 0Í the two store rooms adjoining-
on the south, occupied by Mrs. J. T.
Holleman's millinery establishment
and thc Tate-Burley Supply com¬

pany company, hardware dealers,;
ors, and did some damage to the fur¬
niture and fixtures in thc Citizens''
National hank, adjoining on th©
north.
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