
RAILROAD TRACKS

UNLOADING GRAVEL FRO

Of nil the mnchines that have been
pressed into war service, none ap¬
pears to have more individuality and
more consciousness of its own im¬
portance thai, the narrow gauge rail¬
road, the "light railroad," as it is
known in military phraseology. With
its fussy little engines, it is to be
found everywhere behind the front.

It is scarcely an exaggeration to
say that without the carrow gauge
railroad, the artillery preparation
which is-the essential preliminary of
any attack on a trench position, would
be impossible.
Much has been written concerning

the splendid sen-ices rendered by the
motor lorries at Verdun, and they cer¬

tainly did much to save the situation.
Eut on that occasion they were act¬
ing in their proper capacity as an

emergency service. They enabled the
French troops to resist the first Ger¬
man onrush, and so gave time to the
military engineers to build the narrow

gauge lines which could alone be re¬

garded as a satisfactory aud perma¬
nent means of supply.

Rapidly Laid.
The narrow gauge railroad, with

tracks 60 centimeters (two feet) apart,
is easily and rapidly laid down. Its
rails are riveted two by two to metal
ties, and can be put together with a

minimum of delay. With a thin layer
of ballast the rails can be laid almost
anywhere. Thanks to the narrowness
of the gauge they can follow the most
tortuous course, and hills have no ter¬
rors for them. They can negotiate
safely curves of a radius of 30 yards,
and can climb a grade of 3 in 100.
The military light railroad needs

relatively little in the way of embank¬
ments and engineering, and the work
of laying down the track can be car¬

ried out with great speed. A gang of
300 men under the direction of a few
experts can lay a half mile a day
ready for immcnM°te use. The engines
used are- capable of hauling a loud of
25 tons up a grade of 3 in 100.
The cars consist of a simple platform
mounted on four wheels, which is con«

PO CARS IN HUD
Mystery to Passengers on Ferry

Boats Finally Solved.

VARIOUS KINDS 8F SURMISES
«Object of Strange Craft, Anchorec

Along Manhattan Side of North
River, of Considerable Inter,

est to Commuters.

Passengers on North river ferry¬
boats who have had a mystery on their
hands for some time past were grati¬
fied the other morning when the solu¬
tion was presented right to their very
eyes.

Considerable interest was evoked by
tv.e presence of a huge barge that was

a cross between a dredger and a freight
car float. The strange craft, which |
was heavily manned, has been an-j
chored along the Manhattan side all
the way from Fourteenth street down
to Chambers, and although there were

always signs of activity aboard none
.of the commuters was able to find out
what it was all about, says New York
Sun. Occasionally a diver could be
seen going down and every morning
.men on the deck would be casting out
leaded lines as if they were engaged
in a 10-pound fly-casting competition.

Many Surmises Made.
There were all sorts of surmises as

to the purpose of the vessel. A man

from Montclair suggested a hunt for

pirate gold. An East Orange citizen'
of a practical turn was sure the work¬
ers were laying a cable. Glen Ridge
chipped in with something about mine

laying and Rutherford reckoned it
might be plotting out the harbor for
the war department. Little Falls
.-rather suspected they were digging the
channel deeper and so it went.
The guessing has been good all win¬

ter, but nobody came near the facts.
Finally fortunate travelers on the
8:19 witnessed the climax.

Mystery ls Solved.
The big derrick on the deck swung

around and down. Half a dozen
voices shouted directions. A diver
waved his hand like a trainman to
someone inside and finally a voice
hoarser than all the rest bellowed some

unintelligible order. An engine coughed
and groaued. the derrick began to lift
and,in a jiffy there swung into sight
-wiiat? A freight car.

Last fall a barge was sunk off
Fourteenth street and several loaded
freight cars were sent to the bottom.

JThey were valuable enough to spend

BACK OF WAR UNE

M .NARROW GAUGE CARS.

structed to carry a load of eight tons.
The French stuff has a carefully

prepared map of the German railroads
before Verdun at the moment of the
great offensive. It provides eloquent
evidence of the extent to which the
Germans avail themselves of the nar¬

row gauge railroad for the purpose of
attacks. Behind the Getmao trenches
tlie country is covered with a network
of lines that íor their complexity and
number can only te compared to the
filaments of a spider's web. Wher¬
ever the ground affords cover for ar¬

tillery, there the lines are most com¬

plicated nnd'close. At certain points
on the most advanced sections of the
narrow gauge line a series of siding*
betrays the position of the heavy guns,
which fire from trucks on the rails.

Advantages of Roads.
The great advantage of the licht

railroad is that practically it does not
take up any road space. When
weather permits the roads are left en¬

tirely free for motor and horse-drawn
vehicles, which thus become a supple¬
ment of the light railroad.
German shells do not interrupt traf¬

fic on these lines, since even when by
a lucky chance the line is damaged, it
is a matter of no great difficulty or

time to restore communication.
Before this war the importance of

the narrow gnuce rnirvoud was not
realized. Everything for the army is,
of course, brought up as close as pos¬
sible to the firing line by the broad
lines, but owing to the great range of
modern heuvy' artillery, trains cannot
hope to come up along the ordinary
lines with safety and regularity. As
a rule, the normal railhead for the
broad gauge lines is from six to ten
miles from the front. In times of at¬
tack each broad gauge railhead may
be called upon to deal with as much as

2.000 tons daily of ammunition and
material.
Upon the return of peace France ex¬

pects to utilize the whole magnificent
system of light railroads built up dur¬

ing the past two years for agricultural
purposes.

something on their recovery, but they
were hard to find because the swift
tide toppled them along the bottom of
the river and the silt covered them up
when they came to rest. At last, how¬
ever, they were located and lassoed
and brought to the surface and the
mystery was solved.

NEW RUSSIAN RAILROAD LINES
Altai Road, Serving Needs of Rich Ag¬

ricultural and Mineral Region of
Siberia Now Open for Traffic.

In spite of, and even because of, the
war, the Russian government is push¬
ing the construction of new railroad
lines that are likely to be of strategic
or commercial importance to the em¬

pire. The Altai railroad, which will
serve the needs of the richest agricul¬
tural and mineral region of Siberia, is
now complete and open for traffic. It
is about 500 miles long, and connects
Nikolaevsk, on the trans-Siberian rail¬
road, with Stfinipnlatinsk, in the
Steppes provinces, passing through
Barnaul, in the Tomsk government of
Siberia. The Altai region has depos¬
its of gold, sHver, lead, zinc and cop¬
per that were worked In-the eighteenth

Map of Altai Railroad.

and nineteenth centuries but Tvere

abandoned for lack of transportation
facilities and for other reasons. Since
then, Itussiu has obtained those min¬
erals from abroad, chietly from her
obliging neighbor, Germany. The Altai
region also contains an exceptionally
rich coal basin, which covers an area

of about 0,000 square miles. The new

railroad will revive the neglected min¬
ing industries and deliver coal and
coke in the Ural region, which needs
them badly. It is possible, too, that
the Russian government will soon build
a foundry to supply metal for the pro¬
jected South Siberian trunk line thal
is to penetrate the Kirghiz steppes, a

region of exceptional mineral wealth.
-Youth's Companion.

Count Locomotive Puffs.
As1 a locomotive puffs, the ear can

count up only to ten a second-then
all that is heard is a continuous roux.

5 FACTS ABOUT GOATS $
* *
.> - *

J Every vici kid shoe is made -J
6 from goals-kin. ir

j£ All "mohair" goods in the *

ix dress line are made from goat *

5 luiir. J
jr The average Angora goat will *

6 produce about six or eight <f
* pounds of mohair. J
«A- The meat of the purebred coat «Ar

^ is excellent and very similar to 2
* mutton. ??>

J The silk plush of every Tull- £
* man car is made of Angora goat ?>

J hair. J
* The Angora reaoh.es the size *

* of an ordinary sheep, but it is *
* slower to mature. *

5 Goat milk gives a constitution *
* to the child which cannot be ob- *

it tai nod from cow's miik. &

j£ Angoras will thrive and live in j!
jsr any climate of our country where -Ar

J slieep will. J

HORSE-RADISH IS GOOD CROP
Excellent Variety Discovered by Ex¬

plorer of United States Depart¬
ment of Agriculture.

An excellent new variety of horse¬
radish was discovered by the United
States Agricultural Explorer David
Fnirchilds in Bohemia, a few years
ago. Cuttings from this planted in
April will produce fine larco roots for
grating the following October, and if
left in the'ground until spring, will
grow to very large size. It i.-¡ white

Horse-Radish.

and of excellent quality. Horse-rad¬
ish grows on almost any kind of soil,
and will stand the dry weather as well
as potatoes. In pluntlng horse-radish,
fit the soil the same as for strawber¬
ries, and cultivate the same as any
other garden crop.
Many persons plant horse-radish in

some out-of-the-way spot. and dig a

piece of the root as often as needed,
leaving the fragments of roots in the
soil to grow for further use. This
method results in having nothing but
tough, stringy roots, very unlike the
product of a properly planted and well
cared for bed. Thc best r.oots are those
planted in the spring at the time of
setting early cabbage, and dug as late
the same fall as the weather will per¬
mit. It becomes therefore, an annual
crop.

INCREASE YIELD BY PRUNING
Pinch Off Center Buds, Thus Throwing

Energy of Plants to Formation
and Ripening of Fruit.

..- tn- _

The yield nnd quality of many veg¬
etables can be incrensed by pruning
and pinching off center' buds, thus
throwing the energy of the plants to
the formation and ripening of fruit.
With muskmelons and cantaloupes I

always pinch off the ceuter bud of the
main vine when it reaches a length of
four or five feet, says a writer. Cu¬
cumbers are treated in a like manner.

Such treatment results in increased
size of the fruit and a hastening of
maturity. For the same reason the
ends of pole and lima bean vines are

pinched off when they reach a height
of six feet.
Tomato vines expected to yield an

early crop are pruned severely. Eut
three stalks are allowed to develop, all
side shoots being pinched of? as soon
as they begin to form. The three stalks
nre firmly supported by a stake four
feet in height.
When the vines reach the top of the

stake the center bud ls pinched out.
This stops height growth and throws
all the energy of the vine to the de¬
veloping and ripening of fruit already
set. Ey following this method I have
obtained ns high as 40 fine, perfect
tomatoes from a single plant.

WAR GARDENS FOR EVERYONE
Supplies Are Needed for Armies Fight¬

ing for Brotherhood and P»ace,
Says Dean Woods.

Every family should have its own

garden this year. "To do so will be to
release supplies for the armies that
are fighting for brotherhood and
peace," says Dean A. F. Woods of the
Minnesota College of Agriculture.
"To hasten the close of the war,"

adds Dean Woods, "we must feed the
people in the armies. The farmers are

doing everything possible and the peo¬
ple of the towns should assist by
avoiding waste and extravagance.
They should make gardens not only in
their back yards, but in their front
yards as well, and on vacant lots.
They should organize garden clubs, in¬
cluding women and children, and
grow enough to supply their needs not
only through the summer, hut through
the winter. They can do this by in¬
tensive effort."
Dean Woods urges boys' and girls'

clubs, Boy Scouts, «teachers, preacher?
and all public-spirited citizens to lead
in this work.

CROUP, WHOOPING-COUGH RE¬

LIEVED
Children's diseases demand pre¬

paredness. When the child wakes
you at night, grasping and strang-
ling for breath, how thankful you
nre to have Dr. Hell's Pine-Tar-
Honey at hand. This effective rem¬

edy loosens the mucus and permits
free and natural breathing. Its
soothing balsams heal the irritated
membrane and arrests further in¬
flammation. Pleasant to take. Keep
Dr. Bell's Pine-Tar-Money in the
house for all colds and bronchial
troubles. At your druggist, 25c- 1

TAKE

NO ALCOHOL

PREVENTS
Colds, LaGrippe, Rheumatism
A pleasant but effective emulsion,
which rebuilds the tissues, revives the
system, adds strength' and stimulates
the nervous system. It has no alco¬
hol, and is in every sense a tonic.

$100 PER BOTTLE
Ask Your Druggist. .

Momifactured Solely Ey

THE FERROL 00.,
Columbia, S. C.

HARRIS'
PRESSING CLUB
I take this means of letting the

people know that I have re-opened
my pressing club, and will appre¬
ciate their patronage. I am better
prepared than ever to clean and
press all kinds of garments, both
for ladies and gentlemen. All vvork
guaranteed. Let me know when
you have work and I will send for
it and make prompt delivery. .

Wallace Harris
Sheppard Building Down Stairs

NOTICE!
To My Friends an! the

Public Generally:
Although I have accepted the

position as City Carrier, I have
no intention of discontinuing the
Insurance business. Your busi¬
ness will receive the same core-

ful attention, and will be appre¬
ciated.

Oltice Hours:-0:00 P. M. to
8:00 P. M.

J. T. HARLIÜG
A: The Farmers Bank.

Edgefield, S. C.

GEO. T. MIMS

OPTOMETRIST

Eyes examined aid g.oases fitted
only when necissary. Optical

work of al kinds.

EDGEFIELD, S. C.

1785 1917

College of Charleston
South Carolina's OBest College

133rd Year Begin-Sept. 28

Entrance examinations at all the
county seats Friday, J ly 13, at 9:00
A. M.
Four-year courses led to the B.

A. and B. S. degrees. A two-year
pre-medical course is gren.
A free tuition scholaship is as¬

signed to each county o. the State.
Spacious buildings ad athletic

grounds, well equipped lboratories,
'unexcelled libran' facilites.

Expenses moderate, "'or terms
and catalogue address

HARRISON RANDOLPI, Pres.

A. H. Corley,
Surgeon Dentist

Appointments at Trotón
On Wednesdays.

How To Give Quinine To CJldren.
FKBRII.INE is the trade-mark name cien to an
improved Quinine, lt is a Tasteless Syrp, pleas¬
ant to take and does not disturb the tomach.
Children take it and never know it is {uinine.
Also especially adapted to adults whc cannot
take ordinary Quinine. Does not nausate nor
cause nervousness nor rincinç in the hed. Try
it the next time you need Quinine for ny pur¬
pose. Ask for 2-ounce orißinal packafc. Tho
«une FEBRILINE is blown in bottle. 2-cenU.

is the appropriate designation ot" the
wonderful

Mountains of Western North Carolina
Located in the magnificent section of
lofty mountains, abounding in towering
peaks, beautiful rivers, smiling valleys
and charming wooded slopes, are hun¬
dreds ot* excellent places at which to
spend the summer, ranging from pre¬
tentious hotels with gay social life to
home-like boarding places, quiet re¬

treats and camps for roughing it.

Get Out in the Open
Golf; tennis, horse-back riding, mountain climb¬

ing, boating, bathing, motoring, driving, and all
other out-door recreations.

Send the Boys to a Summer Camp
Excellent camps to take care of the growing boys

during vacation time. Academic instructions if de¬
sired. Out-door life and athletic instructions under
wholesome influences.

Many Wonderful Sights
In the "Land of the Sky'' within a one-day trip

from any central resort. #.

Excellent Accommodation
To be found at Asheville. Hendersonville, Hot

Springs, Lake Junaluska, Waynesville, Brevard,
Saluda, Lake Toxaway, Flat Rock, Tryon, Black
Mountain, Ridgecrest and many other.

Southern Railway System
Write for illustrated literature, fares and schedules.

FRED R. McMILLIN,
Dh"ision Passenger Agt.

J: A. TOWNSEND, 228 Eighth St.,
Ticket Agt., Edgefield, S. C. Augusta, Ga.

Collett & Mitchell
PHARMACISTS

Large stock of Drugs and Drug Sundries always
on hand-fresh from the leading manufacturers.

Prescriptions accurately compounded from
drugs any hour of the day or night.

Á Share of Your Patronage
Solicited

F. E. GIBSON, President LANSING B. LEE, Sec. and Treas.

FARMERS, MERCHANTS, BUILDERS,
If you are going to build, remodel or repair,

we invite your inquiries.
COMPLETE HOUSE BILLS A SPECIALTY.

We manufacture and deal in doors, sash, blinds

stairs, interior trim, store fronts and fixtures,
pews, pulpits, etc., rough and dressed lumber,
lath, pine and cypress shingles, flooring, ceiling
and siding.

Distributing agents for Flintkote roofing
Estimates cheerfully and carefully mane.

Woodard Lumber Co.
AUGUSTA, GEORGIA.

Corner Roberts and Dugas Streets,

Our Motto: SSS


