County Auditors and Treasur-
~ ers Meet and Form State
Body. ;

Severe attacks on the present tax
* system of the state which was char-

acterized as antiqguated and burden-
some and the adoption of a resolu-
tion celling for radical changes in
the method of penalties to tax pay-
ers who do not meet their obligations
in time, featured the organization
meeting of auditors and treasurers
here yesterday.

Following a two hour session in
the afternoon, which was spirited at
times by the discussion in reference
to tax matters, the Association of
County Auditors and Treasurers of
South Carolina was formed last night
with John R. Watson, treasurer of
Dillon county, as president. Walter
E. Duncan , comptroller general, was
chosen first vice president and the
other officers elected were as fol-
lows: Sam T. Carter, state treasurer,
“second vice president; Rut L. Os-
borne, former comptroller general,
Qrangeburg, third vice president;

~ Wilbur V. Sutherland, former comp-
troller general, Columbia, fourth vice
pres dent; D. S. Allen, auditor of
Dilion county, secretary and treas-
arer.
Penalty Question Up.
. The afternoon session developed a
spirited discussion on several topics,
“mainly the penalty guestion and the
matter of too much revenue being
‘depended unpon from the property
+ax. Both these !discussions were
carried into the night and the pen-
alty sitnation was hammered from
all sides. T. M. McMichael of Or-
- angeburg offered a resolution, which
‘was adopted in its essentials after
‘being amended, calling on the legis-
ature to change the present method
of assessing penalties. The resoul-
tion asks for a straight 5 per cent.
penalty to be placed January 1 and
after 60 days executions go into the
“hands of the sheriff under the terms
of the resolution. The legislative com-
““mittee was instructed to appear be-
fore the proper committees in the
- general assembly and to see if this
change could be made. County del-
‘egations are also to be asked to vote
for this change as the present 1 per
cent in January, another in February
ard five in March was said to be very
wmpopular with the officials.

Winston Smith, auditor of Ander-
son county, said the prenest penalty

‘ plan ‘was highway - robbery and. a
<skin game” method. Mr. Smith also
criticized the township boards and
held that the auditors should be al-
lowed to say who were to be placed
on these boards. The resolution of
Mr. McMichael had not provided for
a date to place the penalty and an
amount to be fixed and Mr. Smith of-
fered an amendment making the date
January 1 and the amount 5 per cent.
This was passed, Mr. Smith leading
the fight for its adoption.

An address by August Kohn of Co-
lumbia on “Taxation in South Caro-
lina” attracted favorable attention,
Mr. Kohn handling the subject ad-
mirably. = Hé emphasized that the
state has too high a property tax
and must look for mew sources of
revenué. Mr. Kohn gave four signal
facts regarding the state as he sees
the situation. The state must con-
tinue to grow and must have more
money; the property tax is already
tco high; the state must get new
sources of revenue; how to get the
new sources of revenue. The speaker
gave some highly interesting facts
about the property tax, showing that
out of $448,000,000 worth of taxable
property on the tax books more than
52 per cent is on real estate. Out of
$1.84 paid into the state treasury by
every man, woman and child in the
state $1.66 is _paid on the property
tax, Mr. Kohn said.

Wants “Painless Extraction.”

Mr. Kohn favored a “painless ex-
fraction method of getting new rev-
enue, similar to that of the federal
government which took out of South
Carolina nearly $28,000,000 last
year. A tax on gasoline, an inheri-
tance tax, a tax on soft drinks, an oe-
cupation tax and other similar taxes
were favored by Mr. Kohn, who has
given the problem a great deal of
study. Mr. Kohn also pointed out that
- the tax collecting agencies should be
out of politics. This, he said, was es-
sential to a good tax system.

Jn opening the meeting Walter E.
Duncan, comptroller general, made a
short address of welcome to the
auditors and treasurers, and also
pointed out some salient facts that
face these officials today. “There is
danger ahead,” Mr. Duncan said,
“and next year, in the face of the ex-
isting economic depression and the
attendant hardships upon our people,
the cry is going up from the moun-
tains to the sea for relief from the
“tax burden. The voice of the political
spelltinders will be heard in the
Jand, promising the coveted relief

through the simple expedient of
slashing appropriations, cutting off
this, that, or the other activity—even
though it mean the crippling of in-
stitutions as necessary to the public
weal as is meat and drink to the hu-
man body—and abolishing ‘others
that would arrest and stifle the prog-
ress and achievement to which South
Cavolina has in reeent years turned
her face as to the noonday sun.”

Mr. Duncan cautioned against the
danger of agitators swaying the peo-
ple, not as they should move for their
relief toward constructive tax re-
vision but destructively, towards ends
that will bring only a small and in-
consequential measure of temporary
relief, if any at all, but “which would
put South Carolina back into educa-
tional darkness, back into the sand
ruts and the mudholes, back at the
tail end of American civilization.”
A more equal distribution of the tax
burden will largely bring the needed
relief, Mr. Duncan said.

Several speakers told of the old
organization several years back and
then R. A. Ellison, treasurer of
Greenwood county, who worked hard
to get the meeting, told of the plans
and purposes for the new association.
In the afternoon a temporary organ-
ization was set up with Comptroller
General Duncan as president and W.
V. Sutherland as secretary, this hold-
ing until the permanent organiza-
tion at the night session. Several im-
promptu speakers were heard, in-
cluding Sam T. Carter, state treas-
urer.

At the night session the two main
addresses were made by Rut L. Os-
borne, former comptroller general,
who spoke on “The Penalty, Its As-
sessment and. Collection,” and W. G.
Query, who spoke on the “South
Carolina Tax Commission.” Mr. Os-
borne, like a majority of those pres-
ent, said the penalty at present was
“dead wrong” and he said he had
tried to get remedy from the legis-
lature, but failed: He favored a b
per cent penalty on January 1 as
was recommended in the resolution.
After Mr. Osborne several others
took the present system to task and
were vigorous in their attacks on it.

Tells of Commission.

Mr. Query in his address spoke of
the equalization the commission had
already done and pointed out that al-
ready many “millions of dollars had
been placed on the tax books by the
work of the commission. Equaliza-
tion of taxes on banks, cotton mills,
power plants, cottonseed oil mills,
fertilizer plants, merchants, horses
and mules and real estate had in-
creased the taxes by large amounts
and had also put everybody on the
same basis, Mr. Query said. He also
spoke of the “breaking point” in the
matter of property tax and suggest-
ed new sources of revenue. He also
showed that a statewide survey would
place much property that has been es-
caping taxation on the books.

R. A. Ellison, Greenwood, spoke
n “Executions,” treating this sub-
ject only briefly as it was agreed to
leave this matter with the legislative
committee to seek a change from the
next general assembly. A simplified
plan is wanted by the organization.
A resolution was passed asking the
general assembly to simplify the form
of execution.

Following the address of Mr. Query
which was well received and won a
nuntber of friends for the tax com-
mission, the nominating committee
reported and the officers as named
above were chosen. The committee
having recommended that Mr. Dun-
can, Mr. Carter, Mr. Osborne and Mr.
Sutherland be included as active
members. The organization commit-
tee also recommended a yearly ses-
sion, which was adopted.

President Watson, just before ad-
journment for the night, announced
the following committees.

Executive, R. A. Ellison, Green-
wood; T. M. McMichael, Orangeburg;
H. C. Tallevast, Georgetown; J. B.
Halfacre, Newberry.

Legislative, A. T. Henry, Chester;
Winston Smith, Anderson; D. W.
Dent, Lexington; H. E. Neil, York;
C. R. Wilson, Allendale; R. E. Wilder,
Sumter; Harry Tallevast, George-
town.

Arrangements, P. M. Hankinson,
Aiken; Andrew Feagan, Columbia; H.
H. Pate, Lee.

B-yLaws and Constitution, W. D.
Rowell, Bamberg; Fred G. David,
Marlboro; R. E. Causey, Hampton.

Twenty-three treasurers and 25
auditors were enrolled at the conclu-
sion of the night session. The final
meting will begin this morning at

10 o’clock.
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The Bli.ghi:e.c.l Cotton Cr-oll; :
From the standpoint of actual pro-

duction, the Government's report of -

the condition of cotton on August 25
giving a percentage of 49.3 is calam-
itous. From the economic standpomt
it may mean the salvation - of the
South. The ravages of the boll weevil
have become so extensive that 77 per |
cent of the crop is affected. Long pe-
riods of wet, cool weather conmbined
to give a big weed -which boll weevil
in the flush of early invasion atiack-
ed voraciously, destroying all squares
and bolls set in August, and even
attacking the larger bolls. A crop
of 17,000,000 bales is estimated, in
comparison with 18,000,000 bales
last year. Although private reports
had pretty thoroughly forecast the
situation, confirmation by the Gov-
ernment was even more pronounced
and anyone could believe possible.
The response of the market-was an
advance of 131 to 144 points.

As long as a crisis of this kind had
to be reached, no better time could
have been chosen. Practically every
agency available in the South -advo-.
cated a reduction in acreage for this

year_s crop of 50 per cent, but sue-}*

ceeded in obtaining only 30 per cent,

although this was considered a re-|

markable accomplishment.
seems to have completed the task for
them, for another large crop on the
heels of the large carryover from last

year would have spelled disaster. Cot-| & - -
ton has been practically unsalable for |
almost a year and the prostration of |* -

the South has been severe. Advanc-
ing prices for cotton will bring about
a revival of all business in the South,

the effects of which will be felt by |

the whole country.
All this, however has to do with
present conditions of supply and de-

mand. In the course of time it will :

be necessary to look once more to the

South for a large production of cot~|/

ton. That will not be next year or the:

year after, but it will not be indefi-}

nitely deferred. The American Cot-
ton Association has submitted a ref-:
erendum vote to the cotton producers
of the fourteen cotton growing states

on the questions, first, of total elimi-

nation of the cotton crop for the
year 1922, and if necessary, every
other year for the fighting of the in~
roads of the boll weevil; second, lim=

itation of production for five coh-

secutive years, planting only one-
fourth of the cultivated lands in cot-
ton, with a view of producing for one
year, 1922, not in excess of 6 ,000;4
000 bales. Results thus far tabulated
are prepanderatmgiy in favor of to-
tal elimination of the cotton crop
next year, even the point of forcing
it by legislation. Limitation of pro-
duction for five consecutive years is
also favored.

Regardless of the welfare of indi-
vidual farmers, the ravages of the
boll weevil must be stopped. Heroic
measures are necessary. All efforts
made thus far have been futile, so
that resort has practically become
necessary to the one sure method,
that of omitting the crop entirely for
a season. If the boll weevil can be
stamped out for all time by omitting
the 1922 crop, then the raising of
cotton should be forbidden by law
next vear. From the supply stand-
point, it can be done. This, however,
is considering it only from the basis
of saving future crops, and is akin
to the drastic measures necessary to
stamp out any plague.

Curtailggent of production £o force
higher prices is another phase of the
question entirely. It is defensible on
exactly the same grounds as the man-
ufacturer shutting down his plant
when he is overstocked. The farmer
is entitled to a fair profit over his
production costs and is enti‘led to
adopt similar methods to the manu-
facturer or any other producer. It is
legitimate to reduce production to
a point where a surplus is obviated.
To reduce production to the point
where an artificial scarcity is created
is illegitimate.

From still another viewpoint, it
might be advisable to omit a cotton
crop next year, and that would be
forcing the farmers to plant other
crops. Then they might cease . the
practice of sending to Chicago to buy
hogs tnat they can raise just as well
on their own farms. The South can
produce anything it needs in the way
of food crops, which have heretofore
been crowded out by cotton. It would
be a good thing to teach the ‘Southern
farmers to be self-sustaining. They
work hard to raise enough cotton to
sell for enough money to buy food
when they could just as well expend
less labor by raising the food in the
first place.—New York Commercial.

The Best Hot Weather ‘Tonlc
GROVE'S TASTELESSchill TONIC euriches the
plood, builds up the whole system and will won-
derfully strengt.en and fortify you to withstand

Nature |37 ; )
Abbeville-Greenwood Mu-|

Foundry, Machine, Boiler
. Works and Mill Supply

% House

mcus_'m GEORGIA

Cotton 0il, Gm, st. Grist, Cane,
Shmgle M:l, Machinery Supplies and
Repmrs, Sh_aftmg, Pulleys, Hangers,
Grate Bars, Pumps, Pipe, Valves. and
Fittings, Injectors, Belting, Packing
Hose, ete. Cast every day.
GASOLINE AND'  KEROSENE
. ENGINES.
Pumping, Wood Saw!nq grd Feed
Grinding Outfita
W“’W
J. S. BYRD

Dental Surgeon

Office Over Store ¢

Quarles & Timmer
Office Phone No. .

Residence Phone 87

',.'_f tual Insurance Asso-
ciation.

ORGANIZED 1892.

s

Property Insurred $17,226,000.

WRITE OR CALL on the under-
signed for any information you may
des:re about our plan of insurance.

We insure your property against
destruction by

*FIRE, WINDSTORM, or LIGHT-
_ NING '

tand do so cheaper than any Com-

pany in existence.

Remember, we are prepared to
prove to you that ours is the safest
‘and cheapest plan of insurance
known.

Our Association is now licensed
to write Insurance in the counties of
Abbeville, Greenwood, MeCormick,
Edgefield, Laurens, Saluda, Rich-
land, Lexington, Calhoun and Spar-
tanburg, Aiken, Greenville, Pickens,
Barnwell, Bamberg, Sumter, Lee,
Clarendon, Kershaw, Chesterfield.

The officers are: Gen. J. Fraser
Lyon, President, Columbias, S. C.,
J. R. Blake, Gen. Agent, Seeretary
and Treasurer, Greenwood, S C

—DIRECTORS—
A. 0. Grant, Mt. Carmel, S. C.
J. M. Gambrell, Abbeville, S. C.
J. R. Blake, Greenwood, S. C.
A. W. Youngblood, Dodges, S. C.
R. H. Nicholson, Edgefield, S. C.
J Fraser Lyon, Columbia, S. C.
W. C. Bates, Batesburg, S. C.
W. H. Wharton, Waterloo, S. C.
J. R. BLAKE,
General Agent.
Greenwood, S. C.
June 1, 1921,
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Notice of Final Discharge.

—_—

To All Whom These Presents May
Concern:

Whereas, J. H. Allen has made ap-
plication unto this Court for Final Dis-
charge as Executor in re the Estate of
Clara Penn,-deceased, on this the 23
day of Augusta, 1921.

These are Therefore, to cite any and
all kindred, creditors, or parties inter-
ested, to show cause before me at my
office at Edgefield Court House, South
Carolina, on the 28th day of Septem-
ber, 1921, at 11 o’lock A. M., why said
order of Discharge shouid not be

granted.
W. T. KINNAIRD,
J.P.C, E.C,S. C.
August 28, 1921,

West Virginia

- ‘““Blue-Star’’

Semi-Anthricite
COAL

The “King” of Coal for
Domestic Purposes

It is the most economical and
satisfactory coal in the world.
It is sold under absolute guaran-
tee, 18 unexcelled for grates and
stoves and gives intense heat.
Distributed exclusively in Edge-
field by M. A. Taylor. It will
pay you to personally see this
coal and test it out.

A. C. PHELPS

Sales Agt. Riddle Coal Company
Sumter, S. C

WA
Only One *BROMO QUININB"
To get the genuine, call for full name, LAXA-
MO QUININE, Look

TIVE BRO forsignature of
E. W.GROVE, Cures a Cold in One Day, Blops
off cold. 25¢

the depressing effect of the hot summer, S50c.

*ough and hesdache, and

COUNTS

Copyright 1909, by C. E Zlmaermzn Co. =-No. 66

EVERY DOLLAR that you spend foolishly, every proportion-
ate amount of money that you earn that it would be possibie to
save and do not, is only money that you have to work for again.
On the other hand every dollar you put in the bank is money
that is going to constantly work for you. Which is the best;
money always working for you, or you always working for
your money. Come in and start that bank account. Don’t put it

.

off another day.

BANK OF EDGEFIELD

. OFFICERS: J. C. Sheppard, Presideiit; A. 5. Tompkins, Vice-President; |

E. J. Mims, Cashier; J. H. Allen, Assistant Cashier. LA
DIRECTORS: J. C. -Sheppard, Thos. H. Rainsford, John Rainsford,

M. C. Parker, A. S. Tompkins, J. G. Hellaad, E. J. Mims, J. H. Allen

W. C. Tompkins. ;i :

Barrett & Company

(INCORPORATED)

COTTON FACTORS

-

e e —r

ARRINGTON BROS. & CO

Wholesale Grocers and Dealers in

Corn, Oats, Hay and all
Kinds of Feeds

Gloria Flour and Dan Patch Horse Feed
Our Leaders

Corner Cumming and Fenwick Streets
On Georgia R. R. Tracks
Augusta, Ga.

YOUR PATRONAGE SOLICITED

B~ See our representative, C. E. May.

: OF EDGEFIELD, S. C.
Capital and Surplus - - - - $175,000.00
SAFETY AND SERVICE IS WHAT WE 2
OFFER TO THE PUBLIC

Open vour account with us for the year 1021, Invest your
savings in one of our Interest Bearing Certificates oi’
Deposit. .

Lock boxes for rent in which to keep your valuable pa-
pers,-etc. :

All business matters referred to us pleasantly and carefully
kandled. We Solicit Your Business.

Notice to Builders

We have Doors, Sash, Blinds, Ceiling, Siding, Flooring, Mantels,
Store Fixtures, and can do all kinds of high-class work. Designing and
estimates furnished on application.

We make a specialty of furnishing High-Class Flooring and Cellmg
Get our prices on Porch and Lawn Sets. ;

Yours for Prompt Sc_:rﬂce

Wright
Sash Door and Lum&er Co.

JOHNSTON, S. C.




