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Building -on. the Sand. _

BY ELMA COON.

"Tis well to woe, ’tis good to wed,
For so the world has done

Since myrtles grew, and roses blew,
And morning brought the sun.

But have a care, ye young and fuir—
Be sure ye pledge with truth—
Bo certain that your love will wear
®*Bayond the days of youth;

For. if ye give not heart for heart,
" Aswell as hand foﬂnd.
You'll find you've played the ‘unwise’ part,
And “built upon the sand.”

"Tis well to save, tis well to have
A goodly store of gold,

And hold enough of the shining stuff—
For charity is cold.

But place not all your hopes aud trust
In what the decp mine brings ;

We cannot live on yellow dust
Unmixed with purer things.

And he who piles up wealth alone,
Will often have to stand

Beside his coffer chest, and own |
"Tis “ built upon the sand.”

"Tis good to speak in kindly guise,
And soothe where'er we can ;

Fuir speech should bind the human mind,
And love link wan to man.

But stay not at the gentle words,
Let deeds with language dwell ;

The one who pities starving birds
Should scatter crumbs as well.

The merey that is warm and true
Must lend a helping hand,
For those who talk, yet fail to d
But “build upon thes#snd.” -m'

From ths Dublin Uni versily Magazine. |
The 0!d Oak Tree.

I would I were a child again,
As when I epotted free,

Upon the greensward through the glen,
Beneath the old oak tree.

My father's calm and thoughtful brow
In memory still I sec;

My mother’s smiles shine on me now,
Beneath the old oak tree.

The sunshine falls as warm and bright,
As freely breathes the air:

The stream still dances down ns light,
The flowers still bloom as fair.

Where'er my tearful eyes miay range,
Familinr spots I see ;

"The scenes 1 loved scemed slow to chang
Around the old onk tree,

But gone aresall thoso eberished forms
1 gazed on when achild,
Like autumn’s Teaves when enrly storms
. “Swellp through the wogdlands wild.
-Andsllalone within the glen
7 linger musingly,
And wish I were a child again
Beneath the old oak tree.

Agricnltural.

At your request I shall endeavor to report.
in the following article, concisely and pre-
aisely the method of constructing the “cov-
ered drains,” which I had executed during |
the ‘past ‘winter on my plantation; 1 had
between a thousand and’ fifteen hundred
yands constructed, varying from ‘three and
hulf to seven, and in some inétances eight
feet deep. The average depth em, Wi
about five feet—this depth
necessaey to effeet thorongh .
Ty instagee, whete the quantity of Jand ,re-
quiring it, is of any consequence. They:
were from twenty-four to thirty inthes wide
at top, and twelve inches at bottom. The
width at top should be as little 55 will afford

* room enough for the movements of the
ditcher when at bottom, says My, Ruffin,and
I found his views in this matter, asin others
sopsible and worthy of adoption. "The
druins were laid off straight, and when it
was necessary to ehange their direction, it
wan done at angles—which facilitates the

i

regular laying of the materials used for fill-'

ing them.

A fall of one inch in twelve feet was al-
lowod In grading the bottoms of the drains,
which T deem sufficient Lo enable” ‘water to
frealy escape, and earry off any particles of

dirt that may be washed down from above. | perfeatly nice and swaet. He has since
frequently manufacthred | Lttér Gy /thid/

The materials used for filling the drains con-
sisted of green pine poles and green pine
brush. "I'he poles varied from thrae'fo five
inches in d it being difficudt to pro-
0 or size. Atlenition was

nelecting those'of the same size, and lay

3 :ﬂm while laylng them down, hy
thenawide by side. Two were laid on Qﬁ

bottom 1 ‘one on top of th
being fifled with

ing and
tween them. A very little separation is sof.

oul off even with the angle, so as
well with those of the
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i superabundant moisture,
| home while the work was progressing, ‘and

| draining generally; but [ forbear, aslong
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in_ordec to prevent the bottom piles separat-
permitting the top one to siip be-
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done the top sides of the drains were sloped
off about six or cight inehes—fhe slops ex-
tending ten or twelve inches below. The
remainder ' of extavated  earth | wins ' then

them four or six inches above the swround:
ing land, which latter was done for the pur-
pose of @llawing for settling, and preveriting
water standing on them after heavy rains.—
My object for sloping the top sides was ss
follows: The earth used for filling any ditch
will, alter drying and settling, leave the sides
of the diteh, and produce eracks into which
rain-water will penctrate, and be apt to
choke the conduit below with any loose dirt
it may carry with it. B: giving the s'ope,
the earth, ns it shrinks, settles down upbn,
and adheres elosely to the sides. The time
occupiced in procuring materials for filling
I the drains, and the digging them, cannot be
accurately stated, ns it was done by piece-
meal.  If poles and brush are ¢lose at hand,
the work can be carried on rapidly after the
drains are dug... Lhave .considerable. ditch..
ing yet to do, and I shalltry ipppqc Jpoction |
of it green pine rails, which 1, imagine will
prove equally durable, with the advantage of
lying more steady, and h‘i]n re neacky of
uniform size.  On these' m put green
pine slabs, one foot long, and onc or two
inches thick, crosswise—and fill with brush
as bafore. . 3 .
Covered drains should bBe constracted
with great caution to remder them effuotuhl,
otherwise time and labor are unprofitably
cmployed.  If properly done, they will am-
ply repay the cost, as 1 ean testify, so far as
my work hus been tested-—the cotton now
growing onthe land being vigorous mnd
healthy, and the land thoroughly relieved of
I was detained at

visited my plantation but onee only during [
that time.

I instrueted my overseer ag to the “madus
operandi,” who, judging from the effoct pro-
duced, executed the trust faithfully and cre-
ditably. The opportunity presented almost
induces 2 to descant upon the subject of

articles forbid their being read, and as I nm
aware that the opinions and suggestions o!‘l
young planters fail to cnrry with them the
weight, and exert the influence, which those
of more practieal and experienced men do.
Want. of thorough drainage is a radical de-
fect in Southern ngriculture, and it must be
extensively performed before our rich- snd
extensive river and ¢réek fluts can'be profit-
ably and successfully tilled. Health is
moted by it—the temperature of the goil is
changed—ijg@gproducts inereased, and its till-
age frendered less luborious. I will add, in
relation to using green pine poles for cover-
ed draio, that Mr. Ruffin, whose experience
in their use extends beyond that of nuy
farmer or planter in the Seuth, says he had
oceasion to take up the polesin one of his
drains after they had been there five years,
und they were perfectly sound. 1If sound at
the cxpiration of that time, T'%ce no reason
why they will not last for fifty years. We
all know they deeay rapidly under ordinary
circumstences—but when cut green, the tur-
penting in themy aft@r exnding & short fime,
becomes hardened, seals the pores and pre-
vents the absorption of watérto the extent
that would occur with seasoned mn‘leri.nh.}
This, in connection with thelr belng ‘con-
stantly wet when buried, and not sullfected
to alternate moisture nnd dryness, renders
them durable. Similar reasons might apply
to othergrecn materials. Winter, L think, is
the proper season for ditehing, as the earth
is full of water, and temporary sourees are
absorbed. But, as some loeations are too
wet to operatd on in inglement weather, it js
proper to mark them out and stake the
caurse 6f the drains, and perform! the . work

houghts on the Gultwre of Gapton.
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thrawn in, which filled the drains and raised. Preservation of the peace of the' world wé!

well as its importince to' &Q:whﬁ rro
it, would seem enough to congantrate ;|
lic attention to its culture/'and
of competennt qualifications
clination to try expetiments. in |
of its cultivigtion, with the view

Wl

perience of the last few yeat proves heyond
cavil,the supreme follyof adhering tothe old
system of  culture, when it has' lost its
adaptation t6 the seasons. It'is'a Histo:
richl fact, that cowntries become eolder as
the primeyal  forests ave cledred up and
the land put in cultivation. This is true
of the seasons in the Cotton States. .Our
climate is anfually changing) and approx-
imatingto t at of N awma,  Plan-
ters are nu?\r 'ox'p%id 0. Iis n;’:’w i
were unkoown to them ten yearsiago
This Spring mny be regnrded as'h typé
‘of future scasons, and as showing the
numerous trials and drawbacks to ' which
farmers will be subjected; yet J by no
means design to be understood ' as saying
that it will be “exnetly similar in all res-
peats.  There is diversity. in all apimate
and inanimate things; .and. there .is &
marked diversity apparent when we ¢oth-
pare tWwo sEnETE T,
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middle of February the weather became
sorene and) mild; vegetation | 'was /rap-
idly. "developed, and - planters _pushed
forward their proparations, . with amy-
lous ' cagerness. . They planted coh(
in defiance of the experience of the
last few years, and until the 17th of Mareh
they seamod ; to have » adeptod the wisest
course, as the weather was balmy ' and.
the corn thrifly and growing. But ‘the,|
wind shifted ’round ‘to’ the North~the
weather become bitingly cold, ‘and the
ground was completely frozen.  Since that
time wehave had -an' ocensional spell of
good  weather, ' whose influence on the

crop wae” nédwdlized: by heady rhing de|

rcompanied with botl'wind and hail.

It is not strange that men, whose suc-
cess is 80 much dependent on the seasons,
should be content to plod on " withott
any effort to note the changes of sea-
onsd  Were they to note the period when
vegretation developed itself; mark the va-
rious drawbacks that occurred from sced
time to Larvest; amnd contrast ome year

might.escape many vaxatious disasters, and
raise larger cm* We woulq rononnee
a farmet who Should ‘plant corn 'Fm‘ :
ginia in, February, & fit subject for +
lam; yet, notwithstanding “the seasons
hava, been 50 materially changed even.
since 1850, there are these among us
who dotieeive that they won_ld be irrew—
ably ruined, were they not. to plant corn
before the first 1!;;11 there any
more rntimmlil;rﬁr u&gﬂa than that
of the Virginia farmer? " Let thie
destruction of their crops by frost declare
the folly of sucl asystem. _

I assume, nsafair deduotion from, the
previous observations, that Ootton ‘ought
not, éven where the. land.is. prepared, to
be plantéd prior o the gth oF 6eH N

As a general (hing, the spring raius ate |,

in pammer, affer the erap s Iaid by orin |
autumn, which § thik: peefprable,— Corres.

pondence of the Soil of the South

:‘uf Procrss or Maxive Borrer—
Jamas Seubbs, 'of Cuttyhunk Island,
fimforms us of & new aud simple process of}
'iiking butter from the cream, which pro-
mises to supersede the labor of the churn
at least during the warm season. At his
dairy recently, a quantity of cream which 4
had obtinately refused to bégame - bntter
under any reasonable or even unyeasonab
amormt 'of * agitation ™ in the néual m
wus at length emptied into_a clean “salt’
bag” of ooarse linen and deposited in the
ground at a depth of about twelve inches
below the surface; to eool follow-
ing momhag'??;fnpfg;unf that
milk had entirely separated and
ed, and the butter remained in the bag

miéthod with invariable sucééss, i from
to twelve hours,  As an effectual prove
tive of any earthy taste becoming impar-
ted to the butter, E!_t!.lb that the
bag coutaining P i
other bag or eloth

tested.— New Bedford try
Co vre.~The Mi; of
be commencil

m&
The yalue of the discovery may be énsily

o b aohid |

‘s twenty-four |’

overby this time; theground becomes warm
enotigh to make the seed sprodt in a'ﬁw1
days, and the weather balmy enough fo,
make it grow off just as soon: asit comes up,
I hail it 'as n favorable omen, that this
opinion, onge 5o mu is_ gaining
ground, that
Iate plan more certisin to secure
gompl:uul abosoiise, iod thobiba ]
is Toss linble to bestitted by bad weather,’
or_destroyed by insects. . Nor ahould b
ground be prepared too soon where there
is Abmidance of team, #s it then bécomey’

tation befora the cotton getémp.. In such
& case, the land has to be thordughly Bro-

° h".&'z__ F“,

aibin 4" -..
the harrow shoutd be run close to the drill,
aad ' swaep putBehing it td relopen |
/| water furrow. | ar :
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/mood { d ling in the effort to
o protec-! but though she pro

ting themselves from the frequent Jisastors,
which now- destroy their erops. + The ex-

with anbther, it does scem fo me'thal they !

founded, whenever. we pass a field which

| These are questions ﬂ?_lﬁ import h}f’m

] on worn-out lands, husbsind
stable manure, and apply it4o & small lot'| b
wof dand every year until all is » ;
ot thie ‘watch for gullies] _

s el
weedy and is covered with, & hard ingrus-
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Andles, owing to the foreing

the bolls to mature, ‘have almost
ed the fhowth of cotton 46 thé “Southe
States of our Union.  England has expen

of « familiar with le. proc
of m'aE'ng' cotton, her efforts hll"re been in
vain. Similar ill success has attended her
efforts to find a subtitute for cotton, The
sense of dependence on us for & supply of
the raw material is galling to her pride,
ac well ‘a8 a wholesonce cheek oh her char-
neteristic insolence and grasping ambition.
Hundreds and thousands of her subjects
depend, as much as theinfant does on'the
nutrition. it draws from its mother’s breast,
on ourCotton forthe pittance that ena-
bles thetn to keep Body and soul her ;
and hence no prophetic ken. is regpired to
predict the deplorable consequences of a
war to her population.

Such being the paramount importance
of Cotton fn & commeralal point of view,it
wall desérves carelul consideration. -~ Al
schemen for regulating the price of Cotton
are idlé’'and visionary<~and in ‘all “proba-
bility would produce & re-agtion as"dis-
tressing: gs the evils which ware designed
ed to be cured. Liberal sentiments, mod-
erate duties, and a fair interchange of
commoditied, will'be fBund'more condudive
to the mainteniance of remuniéritive’ phices
,thap all the wild schemes that have been
suggested. The oniy feasible wiy of pre-
venting a depression in the price'of Cotton
is, to diminish dwnmmmtl:rf’f.llo(:*mp;—---i
yet the certain suocess of such a Wiminu-
tion of the crop, by no means, helps ws in
the solution of the original difficulty—in-

est can induce men to forego D _present gain
for a Yemote, prospective increase of their
incomes. Their minds have so long been
taught tolook upon * a bird in the hands
as worth/two i the bush,” that they sel-
dom look beyond the present. ' Exhaust-
od nature will necessitate a curtailment of
the cotton erop, and force farmers to seek
out new channéls of profit.

The purient itching of many farmers to
be rich, has blinded them to the ruinous
effocts of their careless mode of cultivation
and left.them neither inelinution or !sisure
to re their worn out lands. If this
ode of culture is persisted in, lands which. |
now'yield 4 fiir'crop of cotton will ‘be
hopelessly exhausted—the country will be
prematrely  worn. eut-—our  population,
will tash to new States in search of richer
lond-—nnd &vFy Ueancl'Bf trade will de-

ine'dnd languish. . The reflection is el

ancholy [ But we dre assured thatitis well

bas beenjexhausted beyond resuscitation,
“ What ST We do 1" i how the éngros-
sing question  with  Planters, . How are
our impoverished dands' to be » stored 85—

mers, and need no, gew-gaws, of theforic

would not bequeath fo their eliildvesi bir-
reng:worthless lands, it isfull time for them
to begin the work of restoring: them. We

must.altemate ‘our ctops, 30w small c:i:

‘and bd « ‘
cultural papers to. o correet prin-
ciples § explain the ptility of new improves
e T
Bas fullen, il levhte i, in spite of A
to its legitimate posifion
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8. Grown up duck]ns are aomluimeo taken
off rapidly hy eonvulsiops. In such case
fé#ﬁi%ﬁbﬁdﬂ}! four graiz

Ay epper, mixed in freal d
should Be htbretf-—-
mn‘ ¥ L

e e
:3 stated that very, nnfavorable and unjust
views are eﬁmf:l{wd by many, about the
common burping fluid now mych in use
as fuel for Iamps. * Camphene is spirits of
torpenting; burning fluid is a_com ination

of sléohiol and ea wue', osphene " gas,
the brightest aud best ‘of ‘these articles,
differs from fluid fn having all of

tho water taken out of the eleohol before
bine with a much greater amount

rouniiy is the supposition that it oill _ex-
plode dangerously, . The danffer is not in

an mw . A glass lamp was exhib-
iwﬁ before the nuili!nee, whifh had been
burning for more than. thiee 3 the
fluid was pearly out, and above the fluid,
in the upper par of the lagip, was a mixture
of the r and the atmospheric air.
The wh:ffo was considerable heated, from
the lel.‘,_"-‘h of time it had been burrning
froth the ywo tubes.  The le-turer extin-
ished the name, unserewed the metallic
topand laid it azide, and then azplial a
th“ taper to the ppening in the tube
the lamp.  The resui was aslight puff,
searcely audible, and no movement what-
ever,  either of the lamp or the reqnaining
fluid within it. = A grest many such €x-
periments had been tried by Mr. lkinis
with these three substances, camphene,
bonming fluid, and aleohiol, and in all cases
the results had convinced him  that,the
explosions are by no mesns dangeroys, and
that they have nothing to do with the
many ts we hear of from the care-
less use of burning flnid.
The real sources of da
be av if once they
and then there can be little or no object.

ion against the use of ‘these really good
st oH N Tuiperiors &1 T s
ness, handiness and pleasantness of light.
The ‘onfly Wiy that mischief can'‘be e
is by spiting the fluidsin a burtiing state
over .things thlt‘lnl{hh fire; and
this spiling  genemlly takes place in. twe
ways. Bysuddeniy shaking a glass lamp
quite fall of burmning ﬂuid..l%;:lnle- e
wicks be very, tight jn_the {1 the flaid
will flow out at ad ruiz down all
on fire on the ass. Of

may. easily

!

of

surrounding object in a devoutin
This ‘'may ha in a hand
from violent shaking while walkin a:‘):E
and the ts JWWE.-:

tible, many lives have thus - ' lost,
oné who uses the bumning

itey his own Jamps whenever
have new wicks, and see how much violent
shaking they willbear. U you see the
flnid coming

stream of fire,

ﬂa\‘g'!e.'

t it agmin, if

mixture, and on this account it .will ctm- | "4

What starte them {”

pointed out, | come to

gor
A

fluid, | of the land of the celebrated Downings,
they | of. whom
chiefest :

_ ricane—-th
I.ohg tnbes in hehgl
w’it.' olil'quicl}‘;"i.l; ::ldf"_w
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en reduced to & vertain. degre
¥, would reflect these. colors. Near
6l _es-l'pb'rnt of the bubble, just before

s always observed aspot which
nﬂbebnbre_'olur, an: appears black. Negw

1at the ultimate mole-
MUrming water must have less dimen-
« than vis,—Lardner's Handbook,

" AxECcDOTE—An old gentlemen in one
of the Southern States, l;‘e}.:g very ill, and
supposing tht his end was “approaching,
En\‘re directions that an slave, who
ad been very faithful to him, should: be
called mto his room. Sam soon made
his appearance, and with a joyful face
drew pear his master, expectin
was about to announce to him his purpose
of leaving him free. .
“You know,” said the master, “yo
been a fathful eervant to me, Sam, " &
massa,” he replied. Poor Sap
the next sentence to contaj
“But,” said the
Sani; I always ity

ly.” “Yea
bu did.” 8am ‘was noy

hear, and he looked *grate-

‘the face of bis dying master,
#Waited to hear the  charming word,
eedom ! But what was Sam’s disa
pointment ‘when he said, “ In- considgr-
ation of your long and faithful services, I
have directed o my will that when you
di¢ you shall be buried by myside.” Afor
& long , Sam replied, “Me no like
dat, massa.” “Why don't you like it! Tt
will be an honor to you” “ Me .o like
it, indeed, mpssa, for some dark wight
Debel come, look for massa and make
mistake and take poor Sam.”

e —— P ——

Bap Luck sy Deoners.—Well, Peter,
what news ("
“Nothing particular, massa, scept Bob's
lame.”

“Bob lame! What's the matter with
Bob 1" -
“He hurt himself trying to stop de hor-

ou kind

sea, massa,”

“Horses I what horses {”
“Old massa’s horses run away wid de

carringe "

“Horses «9m (away  with ' the carriage.

“Cannon, Missa"
“What was the g fori” _
“To alarm de folks, aml I make um
put;de fire ont.”
“Fire! What fire ("
“Your big new house burnt down.”
“My new house burnt down I”
_ "ﬂ catch fire while we all gone to de
‘ral””
“Funeral! w'ho's deadt™
““Your futher' dead, massa, cause he

hedrd de bad news. "

“Bad news! w‘hl‘ bad news 1"
¥De Bank fuil; massa, and he loose all
"

“You rascal, why didn’t you tell me
this, bad news at ongo {7

coun will the glags, aid | “Cause, massa, I fraid it is too much
all E'ﬁ':u‘?i‘mn :E?e #ov" out oter{'l.le for you at once, so I tell you little at a

(imel."
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'Dowx Eist Erogrexee.—The
‘Republican ' gives the fotlowing as

Major Jack was the first and
“?Iz: wind blew a terriblo hur-
g sea_ rolled mountains bigh—
! a great olam stuck up in the

x

b, and do, not Ti
1 A% & piety BT TS0
‘-I"Lf‘ oul, Illla" it has been The edi I'.- 3 out
¥ 3 in Pennsylvayia, has been travelling in
ATl 1 the country, and hasing got stuck in the
mpdhow.wfmﬁ:.lwmm |
*'N évmja&lumn:ba-— e,

-« Should turn.out and gravel "em O
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