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MASON AND DIXON'S LINE,

The recent operations which haye been
duly noticed for the restoration of the
old boundary stone between Maryland,
Delaware and Pennsylvania, have proba-
bly stimulated the curiosity of some of
ourreaders to know who the persons
were, whose names heve acquired nearly
a century’s perpetuation, and will proba-
bly continue to be thus retained, until
the distinetive instithtions of the North
and South in our Union, shall have grown
faint or have disappeared. Both ‘Mason
and Dixon were astronomers, sent over at
the recommendation of Lord Baltimor e,
in 1763, to assist the surveyors that had
been already called in under the dth July
1760 for commissionersto run the boun-
dary that had been for more than thirty
years disputed between the Culverts and
the Penns.  Noither of them were per-
sons of remarkable ¢elebrity; though mer-
itorious in their proper spheres, Jere-
miah Dixonseems to bave been more of
& geometer thau his colleague; though it
was from the latter that the suggestion
came, of applying the means at their dis-
posal to the measurement of a degree of
of the meridian,
. Dixonissaid to have been the son of
a coal miner, in the Northuwinberland eoal
field, and himsell to have been born with-
in the mine, But this is probably a mis-
xlpprchensiﬂn, or an exaggeration.  Ie
was a self made man, and returning to
Lngland died in 1777, at some place in
the County of Durham; *leaving nothing
behind him to commemorate his pursuit
of science, beyond his conneetion  with
the measurement of the degree, the ac-
count of which was published in the Phi-
losophical Zvansactions, for 1768, Uhas.
AMason was better known. He had been
the agsistant of Bradley, at the Green
wich Observatory, and. in that capacity
caleulated a Jarge number of observations
made by the Astronomer Royal, to serve
as comparisons and corrections of the Lu-
nar Tables of Mayer, first published in
1755, at Gottingen, and transmitted (o

England to conowr for the prize offered |

by the Board of Longitude, = A, prize of
.‘3"2,000 sterling was “in_ fack bestowed
upon_.tm;; but it was supposed that the
Greenwlth observations would materiall
improve their value; and this was the t,n.s.i
with which Mason was charged by the
Board of Longitude, and witich lie ue-
complished, /e introduced no new me-
thods; the formula which he am&l_oycd
were those of Mayer, using the Green-
wich readings. After completion, the
work remained a long time unpublished;
s.-}'f"m’ﬁﬁz in pary its purpose all the
while in being réportod as confirming tho
eneral agcur;;o{ of AMayer's Tables,
Cinally, in 178Y, it was , published under
the title of “Mayer's Lunar Tables, im-
roved by Charles Mason, and published
st {)) order’of the Commissioncrs of Longi-
e .. Doctor Marhelyne, who su-
¥ thi ublication,” was assured
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e
ed no more to Kngland, He died some-
where in Pennsylvania, in 1787; suftering |
for severrl years, melanchely aberrations !
of mind,

iy ¢hief memento: herei s the line
which bears his nnme, whose latitude he
und is colleague determined at 15 miles |
south of the most_southerly point of the
town of Philadelphin; and  in the reduc-
tion of the peninsula line  dividing the
present States of  Muryland  and dela-
ware, to its value on the meridian,  This
lnst is more vemarkable for the attention |
it excited for the time, than for any in-
trinsic merit  Leyond the zeal and Taboy
inits exccution. Its conception was radi-
cally faulty; it reposes upon no triengu-
laton, but 1s & straight line of more than
80 miles, cut tirough wood, with a vista
of 30 feet in width, and measured with o
steel chain on the ground where inequal-
ities, were reduced by exloulaiion to o uni
form level,  Mason and Dixon, therefore,
allowed what is still regarded as the most
hazardous part of a geodetic operation to
| pervade their whole work, and success
| in such an undertaking, in spite of the in
| genious suggestions of Cavendish, and the
| encomiums of Marhelyne, would have
| been more remarkable than its admitied
! failure,

PUNCIT'S OHARGE TO THE JURY.
Gentlemen of the Jury—You are
| sworn, in all cases, to decide according to
| the evidence; at the same time, if you
have any donbt, you are bound to give
the prisoner the benefit of it.  Suppose
| you have to pronounce on the guilt or in-
nocence of a gentleman aceused of feol
ony; you will natwally doubt whether
any gentleman would commit such of-
fence; accordingly, however strong mn{
be the testimony againse him, you will,
perhaps, acquit him,  The evidence of
your own senses is, at least, as credible
as that of the witness; if, therefore, your
eye-sight convinces you that the prisoner
is a well dressed person, you have u right
to presume his resfectnbility; and it is
for you to say whether a respectable
person would be likely to be Fuilt.y of the
| crime imputed to him.  In like manner,
when you see a shabby-looking fellow in
 the doek, charged, for example, with
| sheep-stealing, “the decision rests with
you, first, whether that individual is a
ragamufling secondly, how far it is to ve
supposcd that a man of that deseription ]
would steal a gheep.  Of course, us has |
been before suid, you will always be !
guided by the evidence; but, then, wheth- |
er the matter is trustworthy or not, is a
matter for your private consideration.
| You nu he{ieve itif you choose, or you
! may disbelieve it; and = whether, gentle-
! men of the Jury, you will believe or dis-
believeit, will depend on the constitution
of your minds, 'If your minds are so con
' stituted that youwish to find the priso-
[ ner guilty, why then very  liltely you will
| disbelieve it. "You are to free your
' minds from all passion and prejudice, it
you'can; aud in that case, your judge-
ment will'be uibiased; butif you cannot,
you will return a vereict according,  Itis
not, strictly speaking, for you to consider
what will im the effect of your verdiot;
butif suchn' consideration should oeour
to you, and you cannot help attending to
it, that verdiet will be influenced by it to
a certain’ extent. You are probably
aware that when youyetire you will be
locked up untilyou contrive * to - agrec
‘Youmay amive at unanimity by fair
discussion, or by some of # you  stéesing
out the others, or by tossing up; an
your conclusion, by whichever of these
rocesses arrived at, will be moré or Jess
n'acoordance with your oaths, Your
verdiotmay be right-<it is to befoped it
will; it may be wrong—it i% to'be loped
it willmot.” At all events, gentlomen of
the ju.ry;'%'::u will come to someé conclu-
s'onis or other, unléss it o “happen that
you separato without coming to any.
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fully prepared.  IFunds were raised, sup-
ciently large to form a nucleus to invade
the island und rally the patriots around it, |
was already enlisted.  The sympathies |
of our people were thoroughly aroused in |
behalf of the enterprise, and many a fer- |
vent prayer went up to the Almighty |
for its succese.  No people in the world |
have better grounds for  complaint and |
dissatisfuction with their government than

the native population of Cuba have

against the foreign emissaries, who are |
sent over to oppress them. Thereis no

Government in existence which contains |
more the elements of injustice, tyranny

and wrong than the Vice Royalty of Cu-

bu,  The concerted enterprise, to revolu-

tionize the island, and establish a more

liberal form of . Government, embodying

the principle of the right of a people to

govern themselves, for which our ances-

tors of "76 fought, could nobt  but com-

mand the warm sympathies of all true

hearted Republicans of this country,

Yet there were miny among our peo- |
ple—with mortification we state the fact |

—who viewed the whole movement with
coolness and distrust.  Some of these
vzere influenced by the interests of trade;
some by  selfish disinelination to see our
institutions and principles - extended to
other countrics, and a vain pretence that

no other people but ourselves were fit- |
ted for free institutions; others, too, were |

influenced by partisan and  sectional con-
siderations,  ‘I'his body of enemies to Cu-
ban independence was not inactive, It
called into its employ all the arts of ridi-
cule and exlumny, and did not stop at
trenchery and corruption, when they
were necessary to defeat  the designs of
the patriots. This journal, which, from
the beginning, has shared  much of the
abuse of theserevilers, has steadily en-
foreed the duty of the American people
to indicate their sympathyTand extend

their aid to all people who were strug- |

gling to imitate us in  establishing frec
mnstitutions,  We'have been propagan-
dists to the extent of being willing Lo ex-

tend ropublicanism throughout the globe, |

commencing first with  those who are
nearest to us. Wehave lamented the
selfish policy which, in obedience to old
traditions and obsolete idens, would iso-
late us from all the sufferings and strug-
gles of our fellow men in other lands, and
make it erimingl to  aid Fthose', eflorts,
which in our own case, it is doubtful
would ever hiave been suceessful without
such aid from others.

Unhappily, however, the views of
thoso who were cither opposed or indffer-
ent Lo the struggles of the  Cuban pat-
riots, reccived a support, which we did
not anticipate, from the very stringent
and dcciJctl course of the Government,
in employing all its force to frustrate the
designs of the patriots.  An  obsolete
ln'w was revived, and alatitudinarian con-
stiuetion is given it, in order (o circum-
vent the patoiots,

Spuin, who had  no  particular claims
upon our liberality and kindness, was ta-
kenunder the wing of our government,
and no new messures were spared by our
authoritios tosive her from  the evils of
Republicanism,  We do not ullilrgu the
administration with  Leivg  prompted by
other than honest motives; but we do
think that it went further ghan it was re-
quired by any strict law, or by any du-
ties it owed Lo Spain, in preventing the
expedition, designed to revolutionize Cu-
lm.

But let us drop the disagreeable past,
and t&){: hopeful‘y to the future. The
Cubdn patriots, in this country, are un-
dismayed and  unconque red, ‘l‘hefr re-
new their Inbors, in the cause of liberty,
with cheerful spirits and bright hopes.
A little nore time, patience, and labor,
are now required (o accomplish, what
no wise man will doubt is an inevitable
ovout,

~ We patted o few days ago with one of
thoue'égiots, who lias been sojourning

he made many personoel friends;

) ln?’o yalue to him, he
‘;hu_ur riends' to the'-inlieron--
“Cabi; “whose voices wili be
wotrd, and whose arms will be felt, when
the hour for aotion comes ' His ail,
- h}goaophic, self-pussessed, and  highly
Rtla ligent mind, diffiised & flood of light
and knpwtedgn’"lhrongh this community,
ndition and prospects:
of the Oubans, Wlhen we bade thisgen-
tleman farewell, his bright éye: beamed,
th hope, and his paie, care and sicknes

‘pression of herois: enthusingm, as he de-~
. : will yat

their plans were well  digested and skill- ‘
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plies were procured, and an army sufli- |
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British Piracy on the Pacific coast,—
The seizure of the island of Zigre, vy the
British, demands the prompt attention of
L our government. - This island is situated

in latitude 15 deg. north, exactly oppo-
site, and commanding the harbor, where
the proposed ship canal acress Nicaragua
will enter the Pacific. "Taking the pirat-
ical seizure of this important point in con-
nexion with the previous seizure of the
port of San Juan at the Atlantic termi-
nus of the canal, it looks very much like
a preconcerted and deliberate plan on the
[mrt of the British to obtain possession of
is pass by foul and violent means, in
higl-handed and and insolent definnee of
the undoubted rights of the United States
have peaceably acquived there, It seems
that Tigre island haa been ceded to us
by its rightful owner, the *government of
Honduras; but Consul Chatfield, the inso-
lent British official, with full knowledge
of our title, seized upon it by foree, with
os much coolness as if it hm{ been some
' IZast India possession, which the rightful
owners would not have sufficient strength
or spirit to defend against Buitish rapacit
ty. 'This fellow has been }{]a}'ing this
sort of game, on both the Atlantic and
Pacific sides of this region, in a very no-
vel and astounding style.  In addition to
Tigre island, he has seized upon all the
islands of the Gulf belonging to Hondu-
ras, and also upon the ports of Zruxillo
and Moro.  Ilis conduct has been rather
that of a Spanish bucaneer, roving the
main without law or license, and liable at
| any moment to be hung at the yard arm,
than that of the rational represéntative of
‘acivilized and law respecting nation.
Yetthere is very little ‘doubt that he is
backed up inhis fantastic tricks by his
 master at home, Lord Palmerston, who
has probably given him instructions, and
is watching his lawless proceedings, pre-
pared to avow or disavow them hercafter
Justas may happen to be most convenient,
Weshould think the time had fully ar
vived for this administration, if it rétains
any re: pect either for itself or the coun-
| try, to interpose, andto pune stop to
| these very extraordinary British antics
It is oneof the old pastimes of that ra
| pacious power to seize on islands and ports
retext; and to hold
| them unti} um'osiale({ oceupation grows
into conquest. But they are not to bea-
| lowed to play this piratical game inthe
Imerican seas, without a determined, and
| ' ’
Lif need be, an armed resistance,—Har (-
: Jord Times,

' under some flimsy

Gorp.—From the gold mine recent]
discovered in  Montgomery, Mary ]anrﬁ
]m-gc quantities of ore have been raised,
which will yicld at the rate of $1000 in
pure gold to every ton of the ore,
CONGRESSION AL,

Inthe proceedings of the Senate on

the 31st ult., we ﬁmf;r.hc following:
THE CIIY OF TUE BALT LAKE,

Afr. Underwood also presented the pe-
tition of William Smith and others, mem-
bers of the church of Latter day Suints,
asking that the application of the Salt
Lake Mormons to be admitted as a State
into the Union, under the name of the
State of Deseret, may notbe granted by
Congress; which  was referred to  ne
Committee on Territories,

My, U, said that the memorialists rep-
resented in this memorial that they be-
onged to the church or sect more ‘com-
monly known by the denomination of
Mormons; that they vopresent that, prior
to the emigration of those {]901)18 Irom
Nauvoo, in the State of Il%nois, 1,500
of them took the following oath,

‘You soleranly swear, in the presence

Just read, it woul

truth in what he had
be scen  that this peo-
ple were about to carry out the tenor of
the oath taken av Nauvpo, which he had
previously read,

Mr, Foote requested the Senator from
Kentucky to repeat his preliminary re-
marks, inquiring whose emorial ~ this
Was.

Mr. Underwood repeated that the me-
morial was signed by  William Smith and
Isaac Sheen, representing themselves as
the legitimate successors and presidents
of the Church of Jesus  Christ of Latter
Day Saints, and claiming to be the legiti-
mate successors of Joseph Smith, and
signed also by twelve others, members
of the church, Zhese persons lived in
Covington, Kentucky. The paper had
been regularly muiled to him from that
place. He trusted that the memorial
would be referred to the committee on
Territories, and that some investigation
weuld be made into the matter.

Mr. Douglass Before the reference
is made, I deem it due that I should
make a remark upon one branch of the
subject to which the senator hias called
the atfention of this body. In regard to
the memorial, and the statements contain
ed in it, I know nothing, and therefore
can give no explanation about it. But 1
have observed in the newspapers the ar-
ticle which the senator has read; and meet
ing with Mr. Babbit, a delegate elected
and sent hero from the provisional gov-
crnment of Deseret—being the govern-
ment the Mormons have lately establish-
ed for themselves, in the absence of an
action of Congress in their behalf—1 ask-
ed Mr, Babbit ifhe could give me na
explanation of the statement, that the
Mormons had ¢ ssumed the right of impo-
sing duties upon.  goods " passed through
the valley, Ze stated to me that this
transaction was alleged to have oceurred
since he left, but that this was whathe
understood tobe the state of the facts:
that these people having assembled in
large numbers_in the valley of the Salt
Lake, and made their  permanent home
there, and established a city, found it nec
cssary to establish alsoa government for
their protection until Congress should pro
vide one for them: that they found it nee
essary, wlen thoir establisbed a govern-
ment to provide the means of revenue to
support that government; that one of the
means taken o provide a revenue was
the exactien, by that government, ¢fa du
ty upon all goods brought in and sold
within the city of the S8alt Loke, whether
by Mormons or anti-Aormons, whether
by residents or mon-residents; that the

ormons and anti-Mormens, residents
and non-residents, were placed upon an
cqurility, Iasked him if this duty was
imposed upon goods passing through and
going beyond, and not to be veuded in
the city, He assured me thatit was not;
thatlarge amounts of goods, large cara-
vans of goods, had Jmssed through and
were never molested, He assured me,
furthermore, that these caravans sold
their goods uﬁn the prairies outside the
limits of this Mormon settlement, imme-
diately outside, and without any such
daty; and that the duty was only impos-
ed upon those who retailed their goods
inside the limits of the city; was im‘aoaed
onall alike, and was imposed mrrely for
the purpose of providing a revenue until
Congress should provide a government
for them. This was the explanation that
Mr. Babbit, a delegate from the Territory
clested to represent, them in  the other
branch of the Capitol, gave tome, 1
feel it due to the Senate, to the country,
and to these people, 1+ 1.xke this explana

If there was m(f

of God, //is holy angels, and these wit-
nesses, that you will avenge the blood of
Joseph Bmith upon this nation, and so
teach your children; that you will from
this time hencefosth and forward, begin
and enrry out hostilitics agninst this na-
tion, and keep the same intent a profo
seeret, now and forover, so help you God, |

The memorialists further represented
that these people, gince their settlement,
had, by their principles and by their in-
stitutions, tolerated pul!'gumy, and they
charged upon them various offences and
crimes, and ealled upon the authorities
of the nation o establish & system of
government by which these crimes, per-
petrated there, as they alleged, should be
arrested.  Since receiving the memoiial.
Mr. U. had seen ina newspaper what
he would read to the Senate:

[The extriiet read was - from the Wes-
tern' Missouri and stated that
the Mormons, at -thweltyld tha Salt
Lake, hadseized upon - citizens of Mis-

souri, who were pussing through  their val
loy; and lawlessly tried them  for having,
aided in their expulsion-

AMr. Pomeroy and N
been thus scized,. 7'he Movmons
‘hnd also imposed o tarilf of . fitty per
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tion, ‘that It may go out sxith the state-
ment of the Senator from Kentucky, < 1
know nothing of the facts, other than is
I have stated, and I give the authority
upon which I'h ve made these statements.
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terville and Utioa road, niniteen milee
ong; and costing  #34,000, has just de-
clared a dividend of ten per ceul luid 1)
for repairs.  The Utica and Uridgowate:
road, fwenty miles long, copting §40,
000, pays 25 per cent,

Negro fellows, (common. field hands)
sold al this place yesterday, ut publio
sale, for over #1000, One sold™for 510,
80, 'T'his is higher than negioes 1oy
sold for a number of years, We woul.
admonish the plurtsrs against payir,
such exorbitunt prices for negroes, for i
cotton were suddenly ntg Jealing, they
would decline with it, and thy most disas-

us consequences wonld ensuc, |§‘i

wen chn

never buy negraes when
for there are
1o one of their, sz
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