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If We Knew. |

If we knew the cares and crossos: |
Crowding round our neighbor's wauy ;

I we know the little losses. |
Hovely grievous day by day,
Would we then so often ebide him
For his lavk of theift aml gain
Lenving an his heart a shadow,

Leaving on our lives aalain?

Ifwe Knew the elonds nhove ns,
Held by gontle Llessings thieyo,
Wonld we turn away all trembling
In our blind and weak deapaiy ?
Wo ull we sheink fram litile shidows,
Lying on the dewy grass,
While ‘tis only bivds of Eden,
Just in mevey Aying post ?

If we knew the silent story,
Quivering through the heart of pain,
Would our wamanhiood dave daom them
Back to haunts of guilt ngain ?
Lito hath many a tangled e ssing,
Joy hath many a break of woe,
And the ohieeks, tear-washed, nre whitest :
This the blessed angels Know.

Lel ua reach into our hosoms
For a key to other lives,
Aud with Tave towned er

Cherish good that still
S that when ony dise 1
Hoar to venlms of light apuin,
Wo may say, dear Father judge us
A wo judge our fellow auen,

COMMUINICATIONS.

FORTHE KEOWEE COULIER.
NMr. Rhett's Address,

Dear Sir: Wil you oblige by eiving
spaee in - your eoluning tu the enclosed lottor
of the Hon. Ro B Ruerr, sddvessed to his
constituonts in 18383, just bwwenty-two yoars
agn. It is not often that the above named
gentleman has a faiv showing in this Congres-
stonal District, 1 ask as a favor, S onee,
he may be allowaed to spoak for himself,  His
lettor, penned 22 years ngo, will show whethar
he was awise amld farseeing statesman or the
hot-hoaded Bioatie it is somewhat the fashion
to vegard him in this congressional Distriet,
LE he had been inspived 22 years ago, he conld
not *have more cionely  depicted the Present
nspeot of uffairs. 1 do not expeet to convinee
uny one not alveady conyineed, or to make any
converts o his or my way of thinking, but
wish to do u sinele act of Justice to counter-
bulimee injustice.  Yours, &o

- No Prorvuge,

To Evrror Keowee Counien,

Address of Ifon. R B Rhett,
OF SOUTH GAROLINA,

To the citizens of Beaufort and Colleton Dis:
tricts, upun the subject of abolition.  Jun-
wiry S, 1818,

!-'o.n)nw Citizens:  Inoa private and friendly
letter to the Bditor of the Charliston Mereury,
amongst other events geconipanying the me-
morable secession of tho Sunthern members
from the Hall of the [ouse of Represents-
tives, I stuted to him, that I had prepared
two resolutions, drawn as ameadments to the
muotion of the member from  Vormont, whilst
he was discussing the institution of shivery in
the South, ‘“declnring, that the Constitution
having failed  to protect the South in the
paiccuble possession and enjoyment of their
rights Tld peculiar institations, it wus expe-
dient that the Union should be dizsolved ; and
the other, appointing a committee of two niem-
bers from each State, to report upon the best
tcans  of peaceably dissolving it.'"  Many
of the newspupors in the Union have thought
pProper to pass strictures upon this lettar, ng
youwill porceive, by the following extract
o ‘.l'n.- )‘.’;‘:-’r:u r‘uy -";r'f”‘, ol N(?\? .I-ﬂl'iul l.}i. I;il'.
Geh inst. : “ Hag the Charleston Mer ey any
objections to state who was.the membor of
Congress who wrote the above letter, and who,
ho declives, was about to propose in (‘ongrese
to dissolve the Union? e people of that
State, and the friends of the Sout!, and of
the Union, have a right to know who it js,”
Ad 1 have no private opinions that [ am afraid
openly to avow; and have ever reeognized the
right in the people to kuow them upon all
matters affeeting public interest or honor—of
course, I could not hesitate promptly neknowl-
edyging the authorship of the lotter rulerred to,
and communicating to the public, the resolu-
tions, which T had shown to many of my
friends, nnd was prepaved to offer in my seat,
and waintain in the Congress of the United
States.  You will perceive, that writing eur-
rent calamo ton friend, I did not correctly
deseribo their whole purport. such as they
ave, howover, the public are welcome to them,
in answer to any questiow or demand touching
aay right, roul or imaginary, in the premises,
which nny portion of the peopie of the United
Stites, onst,  wost, north, or south, may he
supposed to possosa. [ am, lowovar, more,
imedistoly responsible to you, 4 T scize
the oppurtunity their publication . offers, of
addressing you, as your representitive, upon
the momentous gubjects they involve. Had I
presonted them in the House, I should have
‘gixon my reasons at largo for presenfing thom;
and’in submittin@ them now to your conside-
xation, I trust yon will bear with mo, whilst I
subuiit to you some of the reasons which caused
them to exist

Before entering upon the morits of the re-
solutions, however, permit mo to remark
(whioh I suppose migm be apparent to all,)
that I had no expectation of passing them, or

vote upon them, They were

with instvuotiong to report, o bill abolishing
slavery in the Mistrict of Oglumbia. I ex-
Kao’ them to shinro the fate, which inevita-
ly awaited ihe orighanl motion, 80 soon ns ihe

Inid upon the table. My design {

tham!_ was J:o lnce ‘beﬂ:‘;-e 'Dongiau‘ au?ﬂ:bo:

fopiey what Mivmy opinion wis the true issue

m’&u great . il quuﬁq& and to

point put the eourse of policy by whieh is

‘should be met by the Houthern States. The
re a8 fo

n presenting

Mows:

pwtitution of the United

Rtates  having proved inadequute to protect |
the Houthern Htates in the peacenble enjoy- |
ment of their rights and property, it is X pe |
dient that the said Constitution should be

amended, or the Union of the Stutes be dis- |

aolved. !

Y Resolved, "'t a committoe of two mom- |
bors from each State in the Union be appoint-
cidy to report upon the expediency and prac-
ticubility of amending the Constitution or
the beat wenns of peacenbly dissolving the
[ nion, " ]

These resolutions contain two propositions :
first, n fact—that “the Constitution of the
United Stutes having proved inadequate to
protect the Southern States in the peaceublo
enjoyment of their rights and property;—
sccond, that it is “expediont that the said
Constitution should be amended, or the Union
of the States be dirsolved.” The first of
these propositions, eontaining the fuct al-
leged, is, I trust, the only one concerning
which, i the minds of refleeting men in the
North or South, there can Lo any difficulty.
That the South has a right, under the Con-
stitution, to the peacosble cujoyment of hor
slave institutions, no one  will deny; and if
the Constitation is perverted from the pur- |
peses for which it was made, and proves inude-
(quate to protect the Southern States from -
gresaion upon this vital institution—none but
an Abolitionist, open or seeret, in the North, |
or a traitor in the South, could fuil to come to |
the conclusion, that the Constitution cught to
be amended, or the Union be dissolved. T'o |
acknowledgwe the vight, or to tolevate the act
of intevfvence at all with this institution, is
to give it up—to abandon it entively; and as
this must be the conswmmation of any inter-
ferenee, the sooner it is reached the better
The Houth wuet hold this iustitution,
amidst alavm and wolestition, hut in pence— |
perfect prace, from the interfercnce or apitn- |
tiviof others; or, 1 repeat ity she will—ghe |
ean=—hold it not at all. et us, then, con-
sider the Fet maintained in the fivst proposi-
tion of the resolution.  Ias the Constitution
proved inadequate to protect the Sonthern
States in - the penceable enjoyment of their
vights and property ?

Without waing one step furthor, T inieht
appeal to the eiveumstance under which the
ussertion wis ponned, to substantinte its truth,
Lo oo lindldesigned for the purposes of delibe. |
Fation upon the linited .*ll\ljl'.‘.{.'tﬂ contained in
the Cinstitution, *three hundred thousand
petitioners ave allowed to enter fur the purpose
ol ussailing the institution of slavery in the
South.  Day after day, aud every duy in the |
week, e are denounced in these pefitions, as
the most atrocious ofenders against (lod and
man.  But a few days before this juncture,
we heard ourselves, and the people we re.
present, deelared to be actuated. as our  habi.
tual chiavacteristic, by the spirvit of murder
and arson. Wo were  taunted  with being
afvaid of trath and light, and trembling for
our tottering institutions.  Three years lie-
fore, upon thiz very floor, in the apirit of con-
cession (that no collateral 1ssues should be
ninde aa to the right of petition and their con-
sideration). it has been deterinined to receive
these petitions, consider thiem inmediately, |
und lay them upon the table; but as in all cases
of ageression, the demand rvises with the enn-
eession, and being endured, boeonies sanetified
into vight; and it wa® now contendod, that
thuese petitions should not only be received,
but be treated exactly in the way the peti-
tioners thought proper to require-—he referred
to a eornmittee from which slavelolders should
be. exclwded, aud  composed of wmombers, o
majority of whom should be favorable to their
demands; in other words, that their petitions
shouhd be grintad, A Whis most remenalile
request is made upon one braneh of these pe-
titions, by the whole delegation of a State,
Anather State had sent her memorial into the
other end of the Capitol, culling upon Congress
to abolish slavery in the District of Coluim-
bin and the Territories, to pro'iibit slaves
From pissing from one State to anothier, and ts
exelude Texas, on aceount of her slaves, from
the Union; and one of the representatives
of this State moves in the Ilonse instructions
ton scleet conmittee, which he roquired to
abolish slavery in the District of Coluibia.
T'he oecasion is seized, to desennt upon slave-
ry in the Sonthorn States, and to prove that
it is inconsistont with all natural and revealed
lw, uod that those who uphold it are abnox-
ious to the wrath and curse of God and man.
Now, undor these eireumstances of winton
aggression and insult, are the people of the
South, in this the conimon hall of delibera-
tion with thoir confederates, in the peaceable
enjoymentof theiv rights and peculinr insti-
tiutions?

But there ave other oircumstances withiont
the halls of Congress, undor which these reso-
lutions were penned. A largo body of citi-
zens, consisting of one hundred and gfty thoun-
sund, forganized into one thousand five hun-
dred societics, increasing at the rate of one a
day, with boundless resources, and ably con-
ducted presscs and agents and missionaries
and martyrs, who pant for distinction in this
holy eause, as the Bmﬂ. proof of their virtue
aud sanetity, aro permitted in onr sister States
to band together, for the openly deolared pur-
pose of destroying our ioatitutions, Threp
years ago, Lam told, these societies wore about
three hundred ; their numbors about six thou-
sand ; their petitions about ten thousand.—
Now, they are hundreds of thousands ; con-
trol two States; inoreasing in all $he non-
slaveholding Stutes, and feared by all.  Uni-
ted together upon but one ringiple, they
throw their weight into the seale amongat the
contendiog parties of the country, without
uniting with any, 59’y t6 conteol the muijnri-
ty, and ndvanoe the great pu of theiror-
qanization. Tn deflance of the Constitution,

e Governor of Maine, upon tho demand of
the Giovernor of Georgia, has refused to sur-

*Blaloaent
Connzoticut,

———

Mtﬁent of Mr, Lowis Tappan, inn letter to
M o { '

ofa Convantion of Abolitionists in

-

render up two fugitives from justice, besause
the felony committed was enrrying off slaves
from a Sonthern port. ;\l:\n.ﬂ:wEl"um'tl-- liay
passed a peplevin  lnw, giving to fugitive
sluves a h‘ﬁ 'y Jury; and her Supreme Conet
lius detevmined, that a slave who enters Mus

tachusetts with ilie nssent of his master, shall

be free.  T'he press—tho mishtiost instru-
ment ef revolution in all enlightened and ciy-
ilized nations—thronghout all the Northern
and Middle States, ponrs forth, unchecked,
its abominable libels; and, by the most artful
and passionnte appeals, arouses whole mssses
—unl, amongst them, some of the most eon-
scientious spirits in the land—uzsinst our in-
stitutions. — Was the subject of such combin-

, ation, legislation, and  agitation a were ah

straet or constitutional vight, like the right of
taxation, we might be ¢ontent to exereise our
vights, and let others pursue theiv follies, or
entertain their opinions.  But here is n sub-
Jeot, in which pission and foeling and reli-
gion nre a1l involved.  All the inexperienced
cmotions of the heart ave apainst us; all the
abstinetions concerning himan rights can be
preseived againgt us; all the theovies of polit.

Cteal dvenmers, athestienl utilitarinng, self-ex.

alting and  selfrighteons religrionists, who
would reform or expunge the Bible ; in short,
enfhusiasts and  funatics of ali
against us. I truth, only those who have
had an opportunity of knowing what the ne-
gro rice veally is, and of being pruclic:lll.\' fe-
quainted avith slavery as it exists in the South,
behold it with any 3
Throughont the Northern States, thronghont
the whole civilized world, the feeline of con-
demnition of this institntion may be said to
beuniversul,  Kven in our sister Stales, those
who forbear intorfering upon this subject from

not a romard to the eonstitutionnl eompact of Ilm!
y, are Abolitionists in principle and feel

Union

ing.

Although they do not approve of the

[ wnprincipled course of the Abolitionists, they

desive nnd hope to seo slavery ubolishe i ; and
ift they had the power, or lay under the re-
sponsibility of its existenee, they would de.
stroy it ina day.  ence they stand passive-
Iy by and permitus to be nssailed, approving
of the end, slthounah condemning the menns
and the Union, which was designod to anaran-
tee, or ub least vot to affect injurionsly our in-
stitutions, is perfidiously used fur their over-
throw.  And wmark the history of this fauati-
eismi in foreign nations.  Born in atheism,
and baptized in the blood of revolutionary
France, it accomplished its purnose there.—
[n ¥ngland it has sprung up under the gise

of religion, and it hag necomplished its pur-
Sion, i

pose there, It hus never yet fuiled, and vey-
er will fuil, in accomplishing ity parpose,

where the slaveholder does not control his |

own destinies. Tt is now flaming in the Uni-
ted States, and extending its numbers, with u
rapidity far swrpassing the operstion of the
gospel itself, o bringing converts toits eanse,
All efforts hitherto made for its suppression,
have only fanned, instead of extinguishing
the flame.  The people in some parts of the
country, indignant at their open violation of
their constitational fuith, and the prineiples
of ths Union, rise up and erush them. The
ery of perseeution is raised, and new converts
erowd their ranks. Congress, in the spirit of
conciliation, in the vain hope of reconcil-
ing their demands with the powers of the
Constitation, instead of rejocting, receive and
act upou their petitions,  The right of peti-
tion is said to I'Jn infringed, and a sovervign
State | of the Confedericy demands, that Con-
gross shall veseind the rules by which their
agitation is attempted to be suppressed.  The
spirit of abolition has advanced, and is adyan-
cing.  lv increnses by opposition. [t tri-
uinnhs by defeat. Ilvary conenssion invirn.
ratesits powers, and has inereased its capacity
for evil.  Inview of these Facts and apinions,
am [ wrong in supposing that the Constitu
tion hus failed in protecting the South in the
peacesble enjoyment of their vihts and prop-
erty 7 Unlesa systematic inference, ngitation,
agaression and insult, with respeet to our in-
stitutions, is panee—itwill be diflicult to prove
that the Southern States are in the peaceable
enjoyment of theiv vights and property.—
Such ncourse of deliberute hostility, as has
charietevized the conduct of the eitizens of
the Northern States towards the South, for
the lust three years, would justify, by the
laws of nations, a declaration of war between
independent sovereigntics.

If, then, fellow-citizens, the South is no
longer in the peaceable enjoyment of her
vights and peenline institutions, under the
Constitution of the United States, the ques.
tion arises upon the second proposition in the
resolution. It is expediont that the Coustitu-
tion should be amended, or the Union be dis-
golved,

Those, of course, who design using the
Union and the Constitution, for the purpose of
destroying the institution of slavery in the
South, will recognize no such expodiency.—
With thewm, the bonds of the Union consti-
tute tho cords by which they propose to bind
the vietima to the altar, With such designs,
next to the atrocity of holding slaves, will bo
the least resistance to the means by which
they expect to sccomplish their purpose.—
Traitors themselves to the Constitution, and
every principle of faith ‘or honor which
brought us together, they may imagine, that
by clamorously accusing others of a want of
fidelity to their constitutional engagements,
they may conceal their own base perfidy to:
wards theirs ; and when thoy suppose that wo
can be frightened into an abandonment of our
righta, by the ory of “disunion,” they only
rove how scon we despise those whom we

vo wronged,  With those, however, who
have any regard for their own rights or the
Union, the expediency of one «of these alter-
natives will be eanily understood, The evil
must be arrested, It is vain, uttorly vain, to
suppode that the South will submit to the

caont stato of thins. Pence wo must have,
n orout of the Union, Our first duty is, to
endeayor to obtain it consistently with our al-

liange with our sister States in the Confedor-
scy. It has beon through the Constitution,
woder the cover of the Union, that our secu.

sorts are |

chuvity or npprnh:;tiun.—-'

i |
T . . ¥
rity has been thveatened and one peace distur- | have to eense their vocation.  But by the 8YS§-

[bed, Mo amend the Constitution is the most
Cobvions temedy,  Make thit elonr in the (fon- I
Cstitution, which they (not the Abolitioniste |
anly, but the Northern people wenerallyy, afs |
"foct to consider doubtful, Take nw:;y the |
power to ubulish sluvery in the Distriet of |
Columbia, aud in the Tervitories south of the
line established by the Missoud compromise. |
Shut the subject of slavery forever out of
the llalls of Congress, where it hins been |
#iost faithlessly introduced ; and lot our .-i.-;l(:t"
Stutes agree o do what the lnws of nations re-
Lguive oft every friendly people—restrain their
citizens from v--:uh?niu_:;':mnll plotting the over:
throw of our institutions. If =uch amond- |
ments are proposzed, and alopted by the con- !
stitutional majority—the South will have re-
pose, and the aton b porpetuated.. But il'|
they ave rejected, it will conelusively prove to |
the South that the nion ousht to be dissolv- |
o, We can hold no torms of allianee with
deliberate opon enemies, who seize (or permit
their peaple to seize) npon the opportunity af- l
forded by o friendly eonncetion with them for l
other purposes, to accomplish the overthrow i
‘ of our institntions ; and when vequived to dis-
avow the hostility, and eease t! II
decline to do either.  Bat I have no doubt |
such amendments to the Coustitution, if pro-
| posced in time bofore the spirit of abolition ]
has infeeted the public mind, will he adopted,
They take nothing from the North, while
they are necessary to the South,  And when
considered, as undonbtedly they will be, ns
presenting the alternative of o dissolution of
[ the Union, 1 eannot believe that fanaticism
[ has already so Tar maddencd public apinion ns

12 NEeressi——

[ to induee their rejoction.  The Union with
| the South is ton valuible to the North, in the
estimition uf all sobermen, to be surrendered
for the meve privilege (which eanuot, in fuet,
be preserved) of aggression upon the rights |,
of others,  "T'e Union is their vory hest |
giarantee for the eontinuanee of theie free
mstitutions.  The time s vapidly approach-
ing, when, their population beeoming  dense,
the competition for bread will be intensely in-
rorensed—and universal sullrige will give to
tthose who have no property, the absolute con-
tral of the property aud levislation of the
country.  Theiv history way then grow dar-
kev, and preseat a new” puge £ the resding
of man.  They muy then lezrn the truth in
Pall its horeors, that the despatism of numbers
[may be the most terrible that ean BeourEn o
fullen people. T the South, the liborer doos
not contral the destivies of the conntry, =
Bery white man is a priviloeed being:  Hel-
[ tishness sud honor slike fwpels Lim to an al-
liance with his race, and (whether hie possess-
| 68 property or nor) to uphold the institutions
[ in whigh, in fuct, chiefly exists the property
‘ of the ecountry ; whilst the very existence of
slavery avound him gives a loltier tone of in-
} dt‘pvluh:lurn!, and a higher estimate of liberty.
]

Letit be remembered that 1o Republie has
ever yet been long maintained without the in-
stitution ol slavery.  Norare these nited
States by any means a elenr exeeption to this
great fact. Shavery has not existed, it is e,
in the Northern States ; but those Statos hive
been in intimate alliance with the Southern
States, thvonah whon its salutary influence
has been expericniced.  The South has been,
from its oviein, the balunee wheel in this Con-
lederaey,  That tendeney fo the absorption
and concentration of all power in Government,
which is the natural tendeney of (heif demoe-
racics, has boen continually pressing upon the
Confederaey from the North, and as continu-
ally counterncted by the South. ['pon what
question has the Constitution ever proved tny
barrier to tho wishes of tho people of the
North? 1f their views had pievailed, what
now would have its lmitations, with all its
speciul grants construed away into a few wene-
ral absorbing powers?  Alien and sedition
laws would huve pliced the Government
ubove the animadversion of the people. By
protecting tavifis, and systoms of internal im-
provements, the whole property of the coun.
try would have heen undor the contral of one
mighty, centeal agency, to be colleeted and
dishursed s & scetional majority should re-
quire,  All those ehecks and balinces, which
the sclfishiess of man renders necessury to
freedom in Government, would have been an-
nihilated—the Constitution virtunlly destroy-
ed—and a simple despotism erecfed in its
stead,  The South, on acecunt of her jnsti-
tutions of' sluvery, lns been the sentinel over
the Coustitution; and if the experiment of
written d:uur\"uliﬁm has suceceded amongst
us, it hus been to her fidelity in guarding the
Constitution of the lillitc(]y.qt.ui.e.-f, that thia
sucoess should be mainly aseribed.  But these
are speculutive benefits, which, however cor-
reet, L am aware wmay be disputed or denied.
Lot us, then, turn to things indisputable ;—
the profit and Liss aecount with the Northern
States, under the fiseal operation of the Union.
Look to the protestion given to the shipping
interest, belonging alinost exclusgively to the
North, a wmonopoly of the whole “constin
trade, and heavy tonnage dutics, by whiuﬁ
prodigious advantages over the shippingof for-
eign nations are given for its encourngement.
L will not recur to the vexed question under
the tariff, whether, producing three-fourths of
the exports of the Union, the South does not
pay three-fourths of the revenue of the Goy-
ernment collected upon the imports ; but, sup-
poainﬁ the different seotions of the Union to
Ey the revenue equally, mark the prodigious
nefit resulting to the Northern and Middle
States by the system of indirect, instead of di-
reet, taxation.  If the lutter systom of taxation
wan adopted iun?umtimmbi ¥ the fairest, upon
avary principle of justics,) overy citizen would
have to pay for the support of the Government
in T‘noportion to his proporty. The taxes
would not then be laid and rdised upon par-
ticular avticles, by which thoy are onhanced
in price to the consumor, for the benefit of the
domestio manufacturer; but the labor of all
would be loft to find its natural occupation,
oxposed to eompetition with the capital a?
labor of foreign nations. We veed no proph-

eqy to tell un that, urder such circumstances,
the manufacturers of the North would soon

tem of indiveet taxation—laying dutics upon

| When Congress moves, it will be the last act

our imports—n home market is ereated for |

the Northern manufacturer throughout the
United States.  Turn, also, to the expendi-
tures of the Government.  For twenly years
prior to 1836, there were four ])

twenty millions of revenue raiged from the
people of the nited States.  Of this, one
hundred and thivty millions were paid to our
nationnl debt, two hundred and ten millions
expended in the Norvthern und Middle States,

Land but eighty millions in the Southern aud

Western States of the Union.  The conse-

Fguenee of the Uniow, in all its operations, hus

been, that the Northern and Middle States
have advanced in wealth and power, unparal-
leled in the history of wations.  The Union
hius been to them the greatest tomporal bless-
ing thut God ever hestowed upon any people.
Suppose them to be so drank with fanaticism
as to dissolve it—what would be their situation
at home and abroad?  The mreat carvying
trade of the South woulid be lost.  I'he great
importing trade for the South would be lost,
The ehief market for their manufactuves, and
with it the great instrument with which they
wicld their commeree, sur agrienltural staples,
would be lost. They produce nothing that
civilized Furopean nations want,  In com-
merce, in manufactures, in navigation, they
would be their rivals,  Their position, therc-
fore, would he that of opposing interests—of
obvious hostility to all those nations; and
contention and war would be the natural rela-
tion whiel would spring up between them.—
What, on the contrary, would b the situation
of the Southy if the Union was dissolved ?—
Petce with all the civilized nations of the
globe: for ler agricultural productions are
necessury for their manufacturing population,
whilst their manufuctures ave necessary for our
consutption. A bond of interest, more po-
tent than srmies or navies, wounld sceure us
peacetul and friendly relations with every
civilized and powerful nation in the universe,
Ounr agricultural produetions now constituto
the best guarantee to the Union for peace with
foreizzn nutions.  ‘I'he. South would then, un-
der the influence of froe teade, buy cheapest
and sell dearest,  But | pause in this painful
prospeet.  When the alternative is presented
to the North, of the dissolution of the Union,
ar the suppression of all intervention in our do-
mestie institutions, 1 eannot doubt lier deter-
mination.  Interest, honor, all the recollections
of the past, a1l the progpects of the future, will
plead for the Unionand the South,
pever wronged them,  If we have had power
in the Confederacy, it has never been used in
a spirit of sectional sclfishness, for the purpose
of oppressing others, oradvancing our own ag-
grandizement.  Our poliey, since the existence
of the 1nion, has been simply defonsive.  We
havo insisted uwpon the Constitution ss it is,
All the advautages which it fuirly gives to the
North, and they are immense, we have cheer-
fully necorded. To require more, and to in-
sist upon the vight of wantonly disturbing our
peculiar institutions, is plainly equivalent to
a demand that the Union shuil be dissolved,
upon them will be the responsibility of breal:-
ing up the most slovious fubrie of liberty thut
the geoius of man has ever invented, and
easting its shattered fragments upon the wide
ocean of now and untried experiments.

[ have thus, fellyw-citizens, endeavored to
show you your true situation, and the remedy,
which in niy opinion, it vequives, 1f am mis-
tuken in the signs of the times, T shall mingle
my joy with yours, in finding my errors con-
sistent  with your security and peace.  Iut
admitting that [ v not mistaken, and that it
is expedient that the Constitution should Le
antended—in what wav shall wo best aceam-
plish this end ? That it is not easy to amend
the Constitution, is obvious from the fact, that
although the most violent differences und con-
tentions coneerning it have arisen since it
went into operation, all efforts to amend it
have hitherio failed. T do not think the sep-
arate action of the States will be sufficiently
iniposing and authoritative to nccomplish this
m:t&. It the members of Congress from the
Southern States would unite in recommend-
ing the amendments, they would probubly be
adopted ; for they would be considered s vep-
reseuting the deteimination of the South;
but 1 have no hope of secing union anonest
them forsueh a purpose.  Itis vain, of course,
to look to Congress,  The only efficient meth-
od of attaining this end, appears to me to be
by a meeting of the Houthern States in con-
vention.  I'he voice of such a convention will
be henrd and respecied, and its rocommenda.
tions adopted. I'he very fuct of its assom-
blage would show that we ere united and de-
termined upon this great subjeet ; and this is
all that is neecessary to give us peace.  We
lave only to will our protection, and it will
be secured.  But when will sueh a convention
meet?  Not until the Presidentinl uestion
shall  be subordinated to this; and our loeal
party differences shall be absorbed in the one
great duty of self-preservation.  Until then,
“wnit ! will be the ery. ¢ You will ba too
rash and procipitate, and may endanger the
Union,  Stop until we can all be united. So
long s people merely petition, morely pray,
what oconsion for alarm ? what need for ae-
tion?  Wait until something is done; until
Congrress nets ;" (that is, I suppose, passes a
bill to emanecipate slaves). Itis very difficult
to reconcile tlliis council for delay and tolera-
tion, with the design of everactingat all. A
man who talks in this way may think that he
will resist some day or other, but it will ever
flee before him, like hia shadow. Even, in
his estimation, the laurel of the victor will
hardly bloom for his brow. Who that knows
anything of human affairs, but mnst ha sansi.
ble that the subjeot o abolition may be ap-

roached in a thousand ways without direct
rngil!ntiun? By perpetual disoussion. agita.
tion, and threats, accompanied with the real
or imlfghury power to perform, there be
need of no other action than words, to shake
the confidence of men in the safety and con-
tinuauce of tho institution of slavery, rad its
value and existence will boMestroyed. These

are all the weapons the Abolitionist desires to

| and the Constitution will then be gone, and it

nundred und |

We hinve |

he ullowed to use, Jdo anccomplish his purpose,

in the drama; and it will be prepared to en-
foree its logislation.  All regard to our rights

will bea question of were naked, unprineipled
power,  And we ae (o wait until the issue is
thus presented, betore wo seek to protect our-
selves.  Why, cven the lust poor privilege of
the Tudign Hralouing of lighting our own fue
uecil fircs, will then be denied us.

There is no one so wenk but he must pre«
ceive, that whilst the spivit of abolition in the
North is increasing, slavery in the South, in
all the frontict Siaies is deeresing.  Look
at Maryland, Virginin, "Tentucky—ance pow-
erful slive States.  With the deeline of the
value of their grent staple, tobaceo, and the
immence demand for glave laboy in the rvieh
cotton liclds of the South, their slaves have
left, and are leaving their soil. It is true,
that in these States, in common with the
rest of the South, the insolent pretentions
und - wicked interference of  Abolitionists
linve aronsed o spirit of resistance, amd sot-
tled move deeply the dete mination to main-
tuin, as theiv undoubted right, the institution
of slavery, at ovory hazard.  With them,
also, as with us, I understand, the (uestion
of slavery, in its moral and religious aspects,
has been lutely wost earefully examined ;
and the result is, amongst the sluveholdoers, nt
least a thorough conviction, that the institu-
tion is sanctioned by ehristiunity and best
for the vace over whom it prevails.  But in-
terest muy accomplish  what neither con-
seienece commands, nor power ean exort ; and,
ina fow yours, these States may only noni-
nally hold slives.  They way be lnkewarm
upon this subject.  But it is for us—for us,
whose climate and soil will permit no other
laborer to cultivate our plants;—for us with
whow it is a question not for expedieney but
of existence, personul and national—sternly
and promptly to place this vital matter at
rest. . Delay, not only physically but moral-
Iy, will woaken every day our eapacity to
redress ourselves.  The most delicate sensi-
bilities will become dull by habitual outrage.
The prowdest spivit be broken by insult long
tolerated.  The high sense of national hone
or aud chavacter, which is the strongest bul-
wark of o people’s liberty, way becowmo wast-
cd and lost under the ‘influence of teazing
agitation—vain, h:urnsﬂiu;,_: contention—aund
insults and contuinely continually endured ;
and that apathy to the publie interest aud
welfare which is a sure prelude to a nation's
downfull, gradually steal over the public
mind.  Men will then be looking out for
chances, and be filled with vain hopes and
rears.  Instead of relying upon themselves,
they will be leaning upon others, until the
dread catestrophe comes, and sweeps them
shricking down the rvapids.  The puth of
safety and honoris ever the same. Mo delay
denumding our rights, is gencrally to abaudon
them,

The Southern States are destined to no
cominon fute in the history of nations, They
will be amongst the wreatest and freest, or
the most abjectof nations.  listory presents
no such combination for Republican liberty,
as that which exists amonast them.  The Af-
viean for the liborer—the Auglo-Saxon for
the master and ruler.  Both races will be
exilted and benefitted by the velation.  We
dure not be passive with the responsibilities
which our situation involves.  We must,
we will awake—if not to glovy, to infamy ;
if not for defence, for destraction most mise
evable; il not to triumphi—to- fall, to die,
with the epitapli upon our graves (if. graves
we are allowed, ) written by the hand of phi-
lanthropy: ¢ Here lie the mennest anprea-
sors and eowards who ever polluted the earth
with their blood."”

-

When two or more parties conlesce to beat
another, they establish at loast one point—
that neither of them had any remaining hopo
of succeeding separvately.  When all the odds
and ends conlesce agninst Lineoln they confess
thiat, but for theiv coalition, he would have
beaten them,  And when the Douglass men
of the slave States bargain with the Beluen
of those States to o snacks’ inan offort
to take those States away from Breckinridge,
they admit that Breckinridgo is stronger in
those States than cithor Douglas or Dell.—
For, mind you, they are not conspiring there
to beat Lincoln—whoso styength in  that
quarter is not feared—but to run Breckinridgo
under,

By this coulition, the Douglas men confess
that they nre not the National Demoeracy,—
[n the Democratic States, they combine with
the anti-Democrats to bent what they thus
confess to be the regular Demacratio purty. —
And they will fail even inthis. Its only re-
sult will be to put Douglas in 1860 whers
Van Buren brought op in 1848,

. [N Y, Twibune,
> ——

Hox. P. O, Hersewre, ox-Glovernor of
Louisiana, writes to the New Ovleans (o rier,
quoting a passage of his message to t.ll&y Leg-
islature, in 1856, in which he claimed that
dinunioumsine\rit.ablynpproauhing. Events,
he thinks, have verified the opinion lie then
advanced. He concludes g follows :

“The secession of the Southern dele
at Charleston and  Baliimore, upon a

le 8q,vital to us, and the final nomina
Messrs, Breckinridge and Lane upon
principle, prove that the South hes at
come to her scnses, and openly deolared her
determination to sceept ¢ tho responsibilities

forced upon her.” Ior once, the ‘ssue is
faitly and properly made. Lot us trust thas

all are in carnest, and that the matter will bo

oartied out, Mr, Soward-—tlérs i 4o use

of being blind to it—is right: theve is, or

soon will be, “an irrepressible conflict,”»—

When the war of w(mil; is over, and things

come to the worst, as most assuredly will hap.
n. lot us ho}m that no one will be abgent
it roll-call.’ :
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Wispom often comea to s too

to be of much service 1o us, *:E
of mustard after meat. -
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