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SELEUTED STORY
The Bquatters Wife.

—u—ﬂ-—
BY T. B. THORYE.

—0—
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Wl }‘nhgucd ﬁually by expectations,
Mag " turncd her eyes up the cool recesses of
the ravine, and walking thitherward, she wan-
dered ofi, admiring the: beautiful mosses along.
hfl‘ pat waj', and gathering the delicate fern
and wild flower. 'Nature, over bountiful in its

odneee; had biddeu away in the quict reces-
4des o world of Biauties ; evory footstep erushed

/ the: tiny - flowers, and hanauth every pebble
peaped sonia; guyly colared insect; the black
hiéetlo, na-stlont 08 & muto at a funorn! thrond-
ad'its Way along, and the little cricket, so fa-
eniliar o the. ﬂrcmde, accusionally ahu-ruped in
pensive note, “As Mag climbed on, ascending
toward the light new:and more varied vegeta-
tion ‘met her. ‘view. From the upper soil a
handred trailing vines had run downward, rich
in, froit and leaves. Knotted treos sprang
from the cravwas, turning their limbs upward
towar«f the light ; and as the rising sun sent
itsgnys athwart the gloom, it made tho stil]
Uingering dow- -drops of tho previous night,
that-hung upon the spiders’ webs, glisten as if
thpy"ﬁm necklaces of f]lnmondu. Seating
herself ‘upon thie stunp of a fallen tree, she
jmt:ent]y waited tha sigrial to recross the river
and_ join lier ' parents, J udge hor surpriso,
when she heard in this wild place, and over
her hemi the !aughtar of little children, in-
du!gmg in morry gumhoh and even as ghe
~ Jistened and 1dokéd, she discovered a flaxen-
headed umhm, brown as n berry, projecting his
‘over the peecipice, with oyes glowing with
riosity, and a month puckered up as if ho
were; qhislung. The sight so unéxpedted, caus-
el Mag at first to rab. Jor eyes, as if they de-
ﬁblyﬂﬁ er, Ill?l‘t“L lllm!ly rocosering her scnsos,
od B nlimh to the top of the bayk, to

w};fﬂh{’ﬁ““ wi“i the ynimg plonccr \

1t required much exortmn on ‘\Iab 8. part
but it was accomplished, and before her stood

three half clad children, two little boys and o

delicately formed girl, wild almost as partridges,

‘| and endeavoring to hide belind each other.

Mag spoke to them i her kindest accents, and
leld out her hand’;” whether it was the smails
oh her face, or tho glistening of a plain gold
ring upon her finger, we know not, but the lit-
tle girl, bolder than her brothers, gnawing

| fiercely upon one of her fingers, came sidewise

toward her. Mag took the unoccupied ones
within her own; and, pressing them gently,
asked the child its nnme. The little one stared
about awliile with unmeauning cycs, and finally
poiuted toward what before was unobserved,
some ascending smoke, and the evidences of n
Just commenced |, clearing.”” Prompted by cu-
riosity, nud won upon by the artlessness of the
children, Mag followed on until she stood be-
fore a heap of rough-hewn logs; a place for a
window, and a larger opening for a door, shoy-
ed it to be the rudest kind of a habitation

The noise of her footsteps, and that of the
children, brought out of the sbelter o wiry-
haired dog, that showed his sharp tecth at the
appearance of a stranger, and upon whom the
two boys flung themselves so roughly for its
ill-manners that the cur was glad to cscape.
== | Mug stovd a moment on the threshold, and
then entered, ignorant that there was any one
within to hnil her appearance. I'wo or three
chairs with deer-skin seats, and a table leaning
agaiust the wall for support, was all the furm-
ture that met the cye, unless we in¢lude a
cuuplo'of Kettles, that glistened from constant
{ use, from under which the embers had moul-
dered into ashes, and yet retiined their shape.

Mag was about retreating, iguorant of the

| existence of an oceupant save herself, when

in one corner of the room, upon a low bed,
raised from'the floor by timbers fastened in
| the wall, she discovered the pule face and

| emnciated form of one sho know at once to be

the wother of the children about her, The
sight of so much puverty un distress, so start-
lingly uew to hor, sunk to her heart—she leaned

‘over the. paticnt  with tenderness, scarcely
+ <5 breathing for - fear of awukeniug her.
| Womun give a:slight iroan, turned her face to-
» . |ward.the d ior. and opencd ter oyes. “he pre-

st o st
“TMag reponte

The

 alaryad chorsand-
Zﬂmr curiosity u us she watohed the

wandering eye and unmeaning expression.. It
settled duwu, finally, into u strmnge  inqary,
and, with a smile playing about hu compress-
ed llllﬁ ehe asked—

' %Are ye of Heaven, stranger—so fair, and

/{:50 unyearthly 7" 3

“1 um not,” suid Mag, with emotion, as she
beheld the symptoms of the \v..mdcrm"' mind.
“Lam, not of Heaven. My father's hmt. is
just below here in the river—what can I bring
from it to relieve your sufferings 7"

“Bring mre sume water !” &

Mag hunded her son.e: in a gourd, which
she drank eagerly, her kot breath almost
scorching Mag’s hand as it played upon it.

“Whar are you from 2”” again she inquired of
Mag, staciag her in the face.

“Just from the river,” was the reply of the
poor girl, almost ‘overcome with excitement.
“I'll go back and briug some one to help you.”

“N§, don’t go1” said the woman, clutching
at Mag's hand—“don™ go—the fover is off
now, and the ague!” and tho poor sufferor
pressed her hand upon her heart.

“Marni—~marm !” sang out the oldest boy—
“Marm, whar’s the corn? Kit won’t eat no
moro berries !”

At this appeal the poor mother showod that
she heard the question of her child—but she
did not reply ; and the boy, after repeating the
remark iv a whining, complaining tone a dozen

times, dragged from the aslies some half-cooked hs:

meat, and, sonting himsoir’ upoh the deor-siil,
divided it botween his hrother and sister.

5T've been mighty weak a long time,” final-
ly sighed the woman—*“a long time—and roots
and yarbs ha’ not helped me—even doctor’s
stuffs ha' not helped me.”’

As she spoke, the talking of her children
mef her car.

“Whar'll be my children when T'm gone ?
who'll take 'em to the scttlements ?”

Mag leaned -over the sick woman, and en-
deavored to encourage her drooping spirit—
but in vain. The intermittant fover, so com-
mon to a new country, had racked Her system
and preyed upon a naturally weak mind, until
one had become alnost insensible to pain, and
“the other to thought. Oceasionally would she
for a moment revive, and incoherantly talk of
things, evidently reminixconeos of her youth.
Then she would speak of her children—then
brenthe short gentences of a prayer. But ex-
posure to the weather, bad food, and the accu-
mulated ills of a frontier, exaggorated by indo-
lence, and the want of all mental excitement,
Joined with constant discase, had absolutely do-
gtroyed the mind. The eye gnzed wildly about
—grew every moment more and more inex-
pressive, « A/fearful ghango pagsed over her
features, and, Mag staggered and fell against

L the rude wall of the cabin, as she almost ﬁunt-

‘humor at, his ‘absence : in the excit
w [1.1) T 1

od at t.he sudden consciousness that the woman
had breathed hor last.

A hectio flush mantled Mag's pale cheek,
and the hot tcars dropped from between her
fingers, as burying hor face in her hands, she
wondered why a scene.so dreadful should have
passed before her. While thus speculating the
door durkened, and, looking up, she beheld a
man, with a sallow faco, shocky head of hair,
and:long beard, bending under the weight of
the hind-quarter of a deer, around whom clung
with demonstrations of pleasure the three chil-
dren, erying—“Dad—dad 1"

Mag at once comprohended the relation of
the man to the deccased, and, a8 embarrussing
as wasd her situation, she at once looked him in
the face, and, with the tears still upon her
cheeks, told him she feared Lis wifo was dead.
The man, with stolid look, gazed in the direc-
tion of the corpse, and then throwing his bur
den on the table, and placing his rifle in a
corner of the room, sat down upon a low ' block,
resting his elbows on his knecs, and his fuce
upon his hands, gnzed unmeaningly into va-
caney. Mag, in the meantimne, passed quietly
into the open air, and, gathering strength,
walked rapidly as she could toward the river.
* * S ¥ # *

As Rodney reached the ascent of the ravine,
he met Mag—her eyes still betraying that sh
had been weeping—in fact, the agitation of
her whole face was painful,

“What has harmed thee !” the young man
inquired, with unaffected earncstness,

“Suffering and misery,” replied the stricken
girl, almost ready to siuk to the earth—‘such
a scenc—so dreadful I

“And she covered her fice with her hands,
as if to shut out from her memory the things
she had witinessed.

Rodney half supported her as she descended
to the river side, using at the same time the
most persuagive language in his power, to re-
cover her spirits, and to leurn the cause of her
distress. - A few 'broken sentences from Mag
gave Rodney an idea of what she had scen ; 3

*

he silently directed the skiff toward the Ariel,

and vestored -the poor girl to her parents.

Morgan had been most anxiously wuiting the |

appéarauce of Bewn, and was somewhat out of*
oment, he.

; 'h :Mh—.--—q’.._
thought nothing of her sudden disappearance
into the hold of the boat with her mother; al-
ready had he  given orders to unloosen the
“flat,” when Roduey mentioned to him the
particulars of the trip ashore. Morgan, in-
staucly countermaunding his order, went him-
self below, and soon returning, he jumped in-
to the skiff, and bidding Rodney to follow,
they were soon acress the river, and as they
were lunding, the squatter presented himsclf.

“L am glad, strangers, yu've eum'd aeross,”
suid he, saluting Morgan and Roduney, “perbaps
you'll help a poor man in trouble ?”

“Most cortainly, we will,” answered Morgan,
‘we hinve left the boat for that purpose.”

“God Almighty bless you for't,”” snid the
poor fellow with evident emotion, “aud mabe
it was your darter that closed her oyes ?’ he
coutinued, looking at Morgan.

“I presume it was,” said the father, affected
to think of the sorrowful task imposed upon
his child.

“Well, she's done now,” said the man sor-
rowfully, “and must have a Christian’s Lu-
rial.”

Morgan comprchended the duty imposcd
upon him at once, and explaining to Rodney
what humanity required, he gave some geno-
ral directions, and sent him back to the flat.
The squatter in the meantime, talked as one
walking in his sleep, and seemed at times al-
most idiotic, and finally sat down and gazed

steadily into vacancy, apparently without fecl-

vee v bhoanalif,
g vl Vi vy s
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“ITow long was your wife sick ?” asked
Morgan, endeavoring to rouse the man into
S0me consciousno 8.

“Ever since spring,” he said, unmovedly.

“What ailed her ” persovered Morgan.

“Jist agee—she shuck powerful every day—
ghe tried yurbs, and I went down lo Limestun
for doctors stuff—bnt she died.”

“What brought on the ague?” inquired
Morgan for the purpose of keepivg up a con-
versation,

“Rich land, and no pine knots to warm by,”
said the man, musingly.

Rodney I(‘.tﬂl‘llt.ll with eome rough planks,
torn from places that made them not positive-
ly necessary to the flat, and with a saw and
hammer, and nssisted by Morgan, they were

carried after the squatter as he led the way to
bis desolate house. The rudest possible ¢ fin
was soon made, 1 ad the body of the poor wo-
man, n8 death overtook it, was laid within it
by the hands of strangers, her little children
all the while gazing on with intense, but igno-
rant curiosity. This duty performed, beneath
a wide spreading beceh, that stood upou an
emincuce near the house, was chosen a place
for the grave. While these terrible prepara-
tions were going on, the husband stood by,
gazing, as if yct lgnorn.nt. of the extent of his
misfortune ; his clildren, acouitoied %o take

Ives, went ou secking such ex-
bffored, pursuing the nimble grass-
py butterfly. The funeral wus an
s one indeed, the chivf mourner
the two coffin bearers, formed
on ; the children, for angels in-
'went whooping oﬂ‘ in the hollows
hard by; n {1 were sparcd the first impressions
of sorrow, #nt would probably have scared
their litsl 'cnrl_s had thoy been present, as
their mot r-wos forover hidden from their

citement _

unostentat
in the ren
tho prucos

ccomplished that mysterious pile
Hpcnka 80 cloquently of mortali-
the spot where lny the body of the
lifo. How like the history of thou-
g since. No tear of her own sex

5, to sanctify or bless her gravo.
among earth’s humblest, her
of its cluy, in cternity will
. that intelligence, and expand
pught, which poverty, and the
world here denied her.
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of the State of South Carvlina,
sitting in Gencial Assembly,
hority of the sume :
That his Exccllency the Gov-
r immediately after the passage
er an clection to be held on the
4, & of November, in the year
] l.‘orporated eitics and towns in
e election of all officers pro-
harters of the said cities and

of this acf;
second T

if_an.nugcrs of elections appoint-
b of an act of the Gcncral

L MH\.J I'|| ‘un’r’ "'I

such citied and ( \\::ns; until otherwise provided
for by law.

Sec. 3. “In order to scoure tho free ex-

‘pression of all persons qualiied to vote as here-

inafter provided, the managers of election
shall open their respective polling places for
three days next preceding the day fixed for
the election herein provided for, commencing
at 7 o'elock A. M., und closing at § o'clock
I'. M, cach day and shall, during these days,
record the names of all qualificd electors, and
thaeir place of residence, in a book to be furn-
ished by them, the maumgers. All persons
who present themselves for such registration
shall, before their names are recorded, take
and sub.'acrihc the following oath : "I,—--—,:lu
solemuly swear (or affirm) that Iam a citizen
of the United States; that I have been an
inhabitant of this State fur one year next
preceding this day, and for tho last sixty duys
u resident of this eity, town or villuge, as the
cuse may be; that I reside in this ward or
polling precinet.”  The managers shall, after
the election, turn over the registration books
to the Mayor or Iutendunt, who shall cause
the same to be put up in a safe and secure
place; they shall reeeive a sum of money to
cover expeunditures for hooks, stationery, «c.,
together with their pay as herein allowed from
the treasury of such city, town br village,
wherein such clection is held,

Sce. 4. The qualifications of an o) ector shull

requived by the Constitution, together
with a residence of sixty days next preceding
the eleetion, within the corporate limits of the
city or town, and that he has been luly
registered in the ward or precinet in which
he offers to vote.

Sce. 8. The managers of election shall meet
ut ten o'clock, A. M. on the day succceding
such election at gome publie place within the
corporate limiis of the city or town in which
guch eleetion is held, and proceed to count the
votes under oath, stating the whole number of'
votes cast for each caundidute or person voted
for, and shull transmit their report df' the sume
in a sealed envelope tothe acting Mayor or
Intendant of the city or town wherein they
have been appointed ; and if there be no avting
Mayor or Intendunt in auy such city or town,
or in the absence of such Mayor or Intendant,
the same shall be travsmitted to the Clerk of
the Court for the county in which said city or
town may be. I'he said Mayor or Intendant
or Clerk of Court shall open the report of suid
wanagers, and shall announce and publish the
whole number of votes cast, and the whole
number cast for each candidate, when the
soveral candidates receiving the largest num-
ber of legal votes for the oflices for which they
were voted for shall be declared duly elected.
The managers of el ction shall decide contest-
ed cases, subject to the ultimate decision of
the Boards of Aldermen or Wardens \When

l‘J(: vlll.l"-l

el:moy of a womau's hand or a-

n- ‘*l
% £‘!

> cm = —

organized, cxccpb when the election of a ma-
jority of the persons voted for are contested,
or the managers charged with illegal conduct,
in which case the returns, together with the
ballots, shall be examinoed, and the case in-
vestigated by the acting Board of Aldermen,
who shall declare the clection; and their de-
cision shall be binding upon all parties.

Soc. 6. In all elections held in accordance
with this act, the polls shall be opened at 7
o'clock A. M. and kept open during one day
at all the polling precincts and in the various
wards, and shall close at § o’clock P. M. Each
ward in the city of Charleston shall constiute
at least one polling preciuet.

Sec. 7. The officers elected under this act
shall, on taking the oath prescribed in the
Constitution, be inducted into office on the
Monday succeeding their clection, and shall
immediately enter upon the discharge of their
official dutics.

Sce. 8. Baid officers shall hold their offices
up to the regular time fixed by charter for the
clection of the sume and for one full term
thereafter, and until their successors are elect-
ed and qualified. The oath of officc may be
administered by any officer of the State who
is authorized by L w to administer the same.

Sec. 9. The managers of clectiors shall re-
ceive as compensation for their services the
sum of two dollars per day for the time actual-
ly employed in such cleetion, and also for the
time cmployed in the registration of voters.

See. 10. All bar-rodins and drinking saloous
in the town or city where such election i held
shall be clused on the days of election, and
uny person who shall sell to any persons any
mtoxicating drinks on the day of election shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction
thereof, shull be fined in a sum not less than
one hundred dollars or more than three hun-
dred dollars, or be imprisoned for a period not
less than one mouth nor more than sixJmonths.

See. 11. All statutes providing agaiust ille-
gul votiog, or the bribery and intimidation of
voteis, passed heretofore and not inconsistent
with the present Constitution, are continued
in full force; but all acts or parts of acts
incongistent therewith supplied by this act,
are hereby repealed.

Conoral. Hearnrd in ._.“.lqu,qﬂ‘.n‘;iu .
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There are nine thousand Jews in C!;wuﬁo
The apple crop of Long Island is 8 Mlm

@ rasshoppers are sucking grapes in Obiva N B _‘_.I"'I‘.
A Havana firm has failed for 6,000,000, 1 i @ 7
London cabmen are again on a strike, 7% ,".-,,'., -
There are 20,000 Americans tiow in M'" i ;
The Persian throne has lost its hl!' 1' s

cholera.

Peaches are 50 to 756 oeuta al:uhol u zﬂ- :
tern Texas. serimt ‘115‘F e T1 3 TN

Butter is seventy cents a pound in P‘n
delphia.

Montana will have a bountiful ‘hsrtut l-lul
year. L2

1t is said all the lakes in Uteh have son- o

scrpents.

Elliot, the portrait painter, left a fortune of Pak
£30,000.

The Pacific whale fishery is a fl:lurn t!us /
year.

Dartmouth College has gradunted 3550 i S
students. Nigss : sty

Russia i to hold a great horse lhw lt Hnn- i

COW mext year, K5
The Siamese twins have kﬁ. ﬁr 1'ar|sto
eeck a separation, S oL 8 R
Utah is paying twenty-five cents lplm fol' 5
apples. g "‘“. 158
The Virginia tobacco crop is the bcu pines " -
1860. S s B e A
Bt. Paul has raised 91,200 10 ﬁﬁeh ﬂ 5
Red River farmers. - 5 RaRaL el ""‘i
Italy Has realized $32 ooo,ooo ﬁm_de
of church property, : ki ot s N A
Wild torey is gathered i in lum o e S
in Arkansas; PR 1 And ()
Missouri claims to lwre plu:uhgn W A :
to stipply the world. 1Ay Sy 'Nﬂ,,q

T'he Viceroy of l:-gypt is Mdl!lti ‘ W‘L
| to cost $2,500,000. s ‘l ;
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A correspondent from Mississippi writes :
On Saturduy, General O, O. Ioward visited
Jackson. The General has a theory that the
rising genoration of negroes, with all the bless-
ings, of liberty, education and the freedman's
bureau, must be rising up far superior to their
slave born ancestors, and he is traveling to
collect fucts to support his theory. In pur-
suance of this objeet, tho General waited upon
the Mayor of Jackson, who, being a military
appointee, it was presumed would hu found re-
liable and Republican. That functionary re-
ceived the chief of the burcau with all cour-
tesy.

“I have ealled,” said the General, “for in-
formution as to the condition of the f‘recd peo-
ple of this district—TI wean as to their morals
and general conduct.”

“Bud, sir; very bad.”

“I mean the younger people,” remarked the
General.

“Bad, sir; d——d bad,”
Falstaff,

“In what respeet do you mean,

returned the civil

Mr. Mayor?”

are all no better than they should be.”
“You mean the older wowen, 14 you uetd”
asked the Gongral, nnxwu«]y

“No, Generid 7 don't.
soars old and upwards,”

General Howard left by the next ears for
Vicksburg, A wmass meeting was being got-
ten up for him by the negro leaders, but he
did not wai for it,

There is one wutter which General Howard,
witli much advantage, mighit have investigated,
but which he did not tonch. The mularia
cauged hy recent heavy rains hss given unu-
sual prevalence to malarial fevers in and around
Jackson, and the disease has assumed a fatal
congestive type.  Among the ol and infirm
nogroes, it has proved very fatal, for lack of
proper remedics.  They are too poor to buy
medicine. The elaims on the charity of the
looul druggists have been so excessive, that
they huve been compelled to refuse furthet
gratuitous supplies. Meanwhile the Freed-
man’s Burcan, which Congress for political
purpose continued, raises not a finger in their
behall.

“Why don’t you go to the Burean doctor?”
I asked an old womau, whom want and fever
had reduced to a living skeleton.

“De ooroo din't tio govd td me,” whie sniﬂ
“Pey only eares for dom dat kan tako care of
demgelves.”

T mean from twelve

Elliote, “lu{pcr and Wright, n]l negro
membets hf‘t.ho Ienagerio, bave been admit-
ted to practice as Attorneya by the Supreme
Court. Hach of them cxhibited cortificateés of

having stadied laiy in other States:

“The men are all thieves, and the women |

TR e o A

fornia rate of interest.

Southern Kentucky pm'lmltl twlua a muqll
tobaeco as fast year,

An dscaped bear has been rmmmg in .!l!a
strects of New Haven. i

Jacob Youttg snd wife were munie("qd uni
Indianapolis lately,

Taxable property in Brook!;u incteaud
eleven millions lagt yeat,

The Mahnemann College bullding in Phib-
adelphia is now completed.

The Chief of the Oncida Indluus preuehedr
in New York last week,

T

The White Mountains have had seven lﬁuu-.,.
sand visitors this scasott, ’

The Pennsylvania ofl wells turned qut
235 barrels a day last month,

i:;{:h‘i:
3o
American hay from Nebrasks has lzcm ul-
ling in Liverpool for $25 a tun.

The Springfield, 111, postmastet ia l'mﬂ :
812,000 short in his account.

Gen, Sherman is to hate anothes. elul;y
regiment for the Indiatt sertive;

Mail agonts on the Udiod Patife ﬁdﬂmd
are armed with Sfiotfeet Entbides,

A quarry of rédi Frotith butt lilllloltﬂll hu
been found in Buutheed itols:

Two-thirds of dll the gloves 2ol in 'Teu
York are said to be made of rat skith.

The largedt tortt trop ever gruwt in Minne.

sota ig nearly ready for Hafvesting: :

The gamé aeéaddn fot qualls and p“""'.
chickens has opered in Illidois and Inchaua.,

New York lettor carticéra in the upiper ' dis-:
tricts are to'be mvunted on velsoipedes.

Cornclius Vanderbilt cad dfaw his check hE
for $6,000,000 auny tinte, and get it mho;h e &

Thé Baltimore and Annapolis oysteraien:
have ¥émuenced operativha f¥r the seasom, ;..

France amd England have cop!es of cach

other’s official nuhlications for m-ernl humhecl
years:

The largest Roiian Catholie chureh in the
United States is to be completed in Brooklyn,
New York: L8 T

Bixteci office hulders, five Wowen, six boys
and 4 short-tailéd ddy constituted “a large anid
enthusiustic (frant meeting” in Illinois. .

Thé gingerbread and peanut temlm wof

New Orleaus all congregate before the Wq.gl
and do a big business among the legislato:

All the Justices of the  Poae m s
Shelby County, Ala., ate, negroes, ‘.
oue of thqm tun md or *l’!tm




