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r CHAPTER VIII.
Mr. Calhoun Accepts.

A woman's tongue is her sword, that

she never lets rust-.Madam Necker.
t ctnictcirxi amnn.? three courses.

The impulses of my heart, joined to

some prescience of trouble, bade me to
follow Elisabeth. My duty ordered me

to hasten to Mr. Calhoun. My interest
demanded that I should tarry, for I was

sure that the Baroness von Ritz would
make no merely idle request in these
circumstances. Hesitating thus, I lost
sight of her in the throng. So I concludedI would obey the mandate of

duty, and turned toward the great
doors. Indeed. I was well toward the
steps which led out into the grounds,
when all at once two elements of my
problem resolved themselves into one.

I saw the tall figure of Mr. Calhoun
himself coming up the walk toward
me.

"Ah," said he briefly, "then my messagefound you?"
"I was starting for you this moment,

sir," I replied.
"Wait for a moment. I counted on

finding you here. Matters have changI
ed"

I turned with him and we entered
again the East Room, where Mr. Tyler
still prolonged the official greeting of
the curious, the obsequious, or the banalpersons who passed. Mr. Calhoun
stood apart for a time, watching the
progress of this purely American function.It was some time ere the groups
thinned. This latter fact usually would
have ended the reception, since it is
not etiquette to suppose that the presi-
dent can lack an audience: but today
Mr. Tyler lingered. At last through
the thinning throng he caught sight of
the distinctive figure of Mr. Calhoun.
For the first time his own face assumeda natural expression. He stopped
the line for an instant, and with a raisedhand beckoned to my chief.
At this we dropped in at the tail of

the line, Mr. Calhoun in passing graspingalmost as many hands as Mr. Tyler.When at length we reached the
president's position, the latter greeted
him and added a whispered word. An
instant later he turned abruptly, endingthe reception with a deep bow. and
retired into the room from which he
had earlier emerged.
Mr. Calhoun turned now to me with

a request to follow him, and we passed
through the door where the president
had vanished. Directed by attendants,

,we were presently ushered into yet anotherroom, which at that time served
ho nresident as his cabinet room, a

place for meeting persons of distinction
who calh-d upon business.
As we entered I saw that it was alreadyoccupied. Mr. Tyler was graspinsthe hand of a portly personage,

whom I knew to be none other than
Mr. Pakenham. So much might have
b« » n expected. What was not to have
been expected was the presence of another.noneless than the Baroness von

Ritz!
So'we were apparently to understand

that my lady was here as open friend
of England! Of course. 1 needed no

word from Mr. Calhoun to remind me

that we must seem ignorant of this
lady, of her character, and of her reputedrelations with the British foreisn
otllce.

"I pray you be seated, Mr. Pakenham."said Mr. Tyler, and he gestured
also to us others to take chairs near

his table. M" Pakenham, in rather a

lofty fashion, it seemed to me. obeyed
the polite request, but scarcely had
seated himself ere he again rose with
an important clearing of his throat.
"Your Excellency." said he "her Ma-

jesty the Queen of England's wish is

somewhat anticipated by my visit lieie
today. I hasten only to put in the most

prompt and friendly form her Majesty'sdesires, which I am sure formally
will be expressed in the first mails from
England. We deplore this most unhappyaccident on your warship Princeton.which has come so near working
irremediable injury to this country."

"Sir," said Mr. Tyler, rising, with a

deep bow. "the courtesy of your personalpresence is most gratifying. Allowme to express that more intimate
aiul warmer feeling of friendship for

yourself which comes through our long
association with you. This respect and
admiration are felt by myself and my
official family for you and the gnat
power w hich you represent."
Each having thus delivered himself

of words which meant nothing, both
now seated themselves and proee« ded
to look mighty grave. For myself. I

stole a glance from the tail of my eye
toward the Baroness von Kitz. She sat

erect in her chair, a figure of easy grace
and dignity, but on her face was nothingone could read to tell who she was

or why she was here.
"I seize upon this opportunity. Mr.

Pakenham." said Mr. Tyler presently.
with a smile which h< meant to set all

at ease and to soften as much as possiblethe severity of that which was to

follow, "I gladly take this opportunity
to mention in an informal way my hope
that this matter which was already inauguratedby Mr. I'pshur before his

untimely death may come to perfectly
pleasant consummation. I refer to the

question of Texas."
"I beg pardon, your Kxcellency." rejoinedMr. I'akenham, half rising.

"Vour meaning is not perfectly clear to

me."
The same icy smile sat upon Mr. Tyler'sface as iie went on: "I can not believethat your government can wish to

Interfere in matters upon this continent
»i.. .... ..i ,.r o.lrinc t tie liositioll i if

I" IN' ' M- m >">>.n .

.-illy of the Republic of Mexico. a

power so recently at war upon our own

Imnlrrs with the hrave Texans who

have left our ting to set tip. through
fair eorupiest. a repuhlie of their own."
The rn<'Itleil face of Mr. I'akenhaiu

assumed a yet deeper red. "As to that,
your Kxeelleney," said he. "your reuinrkis, as you say. ipiile informal. f?
course that is to say, as I may

state- "

"finite so," iejoined Mr. Tyler gravely"The note of my Isird Aberdeen to

us, none tin- less, in tin* point of its
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bearing upon the question of slavery in
Texas, appears to this government as

an expression which ought to be disavowedby your own government. Do I
make myself quite clear?" (With John
Calhoun present, Tyler could at times
assume a courage though he had ir
not.)
Mr. Pakenham's face glowed a deeperred. "I am not at liberty to discuss

my I>>rd Aberdeen's wishes in this
matter," he said. "We met here upon
a purely informal matter, and."

"I have only ventured to hope," rejoinedMr. Tyler, "that the personal
kindness of your own heart might move

you in so grave a matter as that which

"Wait," she murmured. ""!

may lead to war between two power.-." ||
"War, sir, war?" Mr. I'akenham

went wholly purple in his surprise, and
sprang to his feet. "War!" he repeated
once more. "As though there could
be any hope."
"Quite right, sir," said Mr. Tyler

grimly. "As though there could be any
hope for us save in our own conduct of
our own affairs, without any interferencefrom any foreign power!"

I knew it was John Calhoun speaking
these words, not Mr. Tyler. 1 saw Mr.
Calhoun's keen, cold eyes fixed closely
upon the face of his president. The
consternation created by the latter's
words was plainly visible.
"Of course, this conversation is entirelyirregular.I mean to say. wholly

unofficial, your Excellency?" hesitated
Pakenham. "It takes no part in our

records.
"Assuredly not," said Mr. Tyler. "I

only hope the question may never come

to a matter of record at all. Once our

country knows that dictation has been
* ' t... T.-.
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herself, the north will join the south in
resentment. Even now, in restiveness
at tin- fancied attitude of England town*,d Mexico, the west raises the d<.
mand that we shall end the joint occupancyof Oregon with Great Ihitain.
Do you perchance know tlx* watchword
which is now on the popular tongue
west of the Alleghanies? It bids fair
to become an American Marseillaise."

"I must confess my ignorance," rejoinedMr. Pakenhain.
"Our backwoodsmen have invented

a phrase which runs Fifty-four Forty
or Fight!"

"I beg pardon, I am sure, your Ex"cellency?"
"It means that if we conclude to terminatethe very unsatisfactory muddle

along th Columbia river.a stream
which our marines tirst explored, as

we contend.and if we conclude to disputewith England as well regarding
our delimitations on the southwest,
where she has even less right to speak,
then we shall contend for all that territory,not only up to tlx- Columbia, tint
north to the Russian line, tlx* parallel
of fifty-four derives and forty niinuti s!
We claim tiiat we once bought Texas
clear to the Rio Grande, from Napoleon,
although the foolish treaty with Spain
in 1S19 clouded our title.in the belief
of our Whig friends, who do not desire
more slave territory. Kven the Whigs
think that we own Oregon by virtue of
first navigation of the Columbia. Both
Whigs and Democrats now demand
Oregon north to fifty-four degrees, fortyminutes. The alternative? My Lord
Aberdeen surely makes no deliberate
bid to hear it!"
"Or fight!" exclaimed I'akenham.

"God bless my soul! Light us?"
Mr. Tyler flushed. "Such things

have been," said lie with dignity.
At this astounding speech the British

minister s;it dumbfounded. Tliis air of
( 'UraKi' nil I confidence lilt tile | ; 11 t "f

Mr. Tyler himself \v:is something f«»reignIn his record. 1 knew the reason

fur liis buhlness. John Calhoun sal at

his right liainl.
At least, tlie men ning <>f lliis sinlilen

assault was tun much fur Kngland's
representative, iVrhaps. indeed. tie
llerserker blond of (.III frontier Spoke
iii Mr. Tyler's gaze. That we would

tight indeed was true enough.
"At this puiiit, ynur Kxeell.ney. the

dignity of her Majesty's service would
lead ine to ask excuse." rejoined Mr.
I'akenliam formally, "wore it not for
one fact, w hich I should like to off. r

here. I iiave, in short, news which will

appear full warrant for any commu- s<

nication thus far made by her Majesty's t<

government. 1 can assure you that
there has come into the possession of f<

this lady, whose able services I venture "i

to enlist here in her presence, a com- tl
munication from the Republic of Texas h

to the government of England. That o|
communication is done by no less a

hand than that of the attach* for the ol

Republic of Texas, Mr. Van Zamlt him- pi
self." tl

There was, I think, no other formal c<

Invitation for the Baroness von Ritz to

speak: but now she arose, swept a 31

curtsey first to Mr. Tyler and then to P'
Mr. Pakenham and Mr. Calhoun. I aI

it la r>,o ,-> he evnected. vour Ex- I H
cellency and gentlemen," said she, "that **

I can add anything of value here." Her

eyes were demurely downcast. h'

"We do not doubt your familiarity
with many of these late events," encouragedMr. Tyler. C|

e

"True," she continued, "the note of

my Lord Aberdeen is today the propertyof the streets, and of this I have lli

some knowledge. I can see, also, difficultyin its reception among the cour-
m

ageous gentlemen of America. But. as

to any written communication from Mr.
Van Zandt, there must be some mistake!"

th
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here is to be a meeting."
th

"I was of the impression that you
wduld have had it last night," rejoin* d sj
Pakenham, plainly confused: "in fact,
that gentleman advised me to such ef- cj
feet. w
The Baroness Helena von Ritz look* d th

him full in the face and only gravely |0
shook her head. "I regret matters ni

should be so much at fault," said she. (jt
"Then let me explain," resumed Pa- at

U..nncrrilv *'T will

unofficially, of course.that the prom- ^
ises of Mr. Van Zandt were that her
Majesty might expect an early end of (n
the talk of the annexation of Texas to
the United States. The greater power j.
of England upon land or sea would as- ^
sure that weak Republic of a great and j
enlightened ally.in his belief."
"An ally!" broke out Mr. Calhoun.

"And a document sent to that effect by
the attache of Texas!" He smiled cold- ^
ly. "Two things seem very apparent, (a
Mr. President. First, that this gentle ai
lady stands high in the respect of ^
England's ministry. Second, that Mr.
Van Zandt, if all this were true, ought
to stand very low in ours. I would say
all this and much more, even were it a

*

state utterance, to stand upon the recordsof this nation!"
..u:.." Mr Trier swiftlv

turning to Mr. Calhoun, "may I nut
ask you that it be left as a state utter.....

ft
a net-. bl

Mr. Calhoun bowed with the oldtimegrace habitual to him, liis hand .

upon his heart, but lie made no answer.
The reason might nave been read in ^
the mottled face of 1'akenham, now all
the colors of the rainbow, as he looked ^
from one to the other. |
"Mr. Calhoun," continued the oresS(

dent, "you know that the office of our

secretary of state is vacant. There Is
110 one living would serve in that office
more wiselv than yoursef, no one more

e
in accordance with my own views as to

these very questions which are before
us. Since it has come to that point, I ^
offer vou now that office, and do so ofe>
lieially. I ask your answer.

The face of Kngland's minister now

for the tirst time went colorless. He

knew what this meant.

As for John Calhoun, he played with
both of them as it cat would with a

mouse. siie< riugly superior. His c.n
> > o.,lt,.,l t,.
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iiis own purposes. "Tliis dignity, Mr.
President." said he, bowing deeply
u^ain, "so unexpected, so onerous, so

responsible, is one which at least needs (i

time for proper consideration. I must y
crave opportunity for reflection and f< r p
potidel inn:. In my surprise at your h
sudden request. I lind no proper tin- (
v\cr ready." a

Here, then, seemed tin opportunity w

for delay, which Mr. Pakenham was ei

swift to grasp. He arose and bowed II

to Mr. Tyler. "I tint sure that Mr. o

Calhoun will require some days at least w

for the framing of his answer to tin p
t i.. i, |T|'!I VI' ri« tills."r<

"I shall r<(|uiif at least some inn- g

merits." saiil Mr. Calhoun. smiling. <>

"Tlrat Marseillaise uf '44. Mr. I'resi- u

dent, says Fifty-four Forty or Fmlit. j(
That means the Rio Claude nr litfht,' b

as w II."
A slan t silence fell npun us all. Mr. s

Tyler half ruse ami half frowned as he

noticed Mr. I'akenliani shallling as p

though lie would depart. a
*...11 l f as villi Sim-

sniil the |>rcsiil< lit to I'nkrithum. a

"Fluto is ih» roconl of »ny of this. Hut p

tin* answer of Mr. Calhoun, which I ,]
await ami now ih-munil. is one which j.
will ^o upon the ivconls of this country (.

Don enough, I fancy. I ask you, then,
> hear what Mr. Calhoun replies."
"I have had some certain moments

>r reflection, Mr. President," said he,
ind I have from the first moment of

lis surprising offer on your part been

umbly sensible of the honor offered so

Id and so unfit a man.

"Sir. if I take this office which you
(Tered, I do so with avowed and exressedpurpose of bringing Texas into
lis Union, in full view of any and all
msequences. I shall offer her a treaty
f annexation at once! I shall urge
inexation at every hour, in every
lace, in all ways within my means,
nd in full view of the consequences!"
e looked now gravely and keenly at
le English plenipotentiary.
"That is well understood, Mr. Callun,"began Mr. Tyler. "Your views
"e in full accord with my own.

"What, then, is the answer of John
alhoun to his latest call of his cony?"
That answer is one which is in our

Istory.
"John Calhoun accepts!" said my
aster, loud and clear.

To be Continued.

MUSK OXEN AS LIFE SAVERS.

imes When They Kept Peary and His

Men From Starvation.
The latest installment of Peary's
r* ** * a# Kits ^nnrnmr tn thp nn)p flpfllf?

ith the hunting, by means of which
e party's stock of provisions for the
inter was very materially helped out.
t first game was so scarce that he
as a good deal worried.
Only a few hare and foxes were

cured and he began to fear that
himself, on his latest previous ex--11

dition, had killed off the musk OJd»
ion which Arctic explorers have largeidbetter luck when with three Es-.
mos he made a week's trip to exoreClements Markham Inlet.
"On the next march," he writes to

ampton's, "we had gone only some

k or seven miles when rounding
point on the eastern shore of the

let, Oob-loo-yah and I at the same

ument saw black dots on a distant
llside.
"Oomingmusksue!" said Oob-loohexcitedly, and I nodded to him,
ell pleased.
"To the experienced hunter with
ie or two dogs seeing musk oxen
rkiil/1 hu Iho «amo c./'ill'inf thpm

tere may be travelling aver the
ughest kind of rough country,
th wind in the face, and cold in the
uod, but, the end should always be
e trophies of hides, horns and juicy
eat.
"For myself I never associate the
tvr of sport with musk oxen.too
ten in the years gone by the sightgof those black forms has meant
me the difference between death and

e. Jn 1899 in Independence Bay
e finding of a herd of musk oxeai

ved the lives of my entire party.
1 my way back from 87 degrees 6
lnutes In 1906 If I had not found
usk oxen on Nares Land the bones
my party would now be lying up

ere in the great white waste.
"When Oob-loo-yah and I saw the
gniflcant black dots in the distance
a headed for them. There were five
use together and another a little
ay off. When we got within less
an a mile two of the dogs were

osed. They were wild with exciteent,for they also had seen the black
>ts and knew what they meant, and
soon as the traces were unfastenIthey were off.straight as the

ght of a bee.
"We followed at our leisure, knowgthat when we arrived the herd
oukl be rounded up, ready for our

ties. A single musk ox when he sees

ie dogs will make for the nearest
it! and get his buck against it, but

herd of them will round up in the
iddle of a plain, with tails to

therand heads toward the enemy,
len the bull leader of the herd will
ke his place outside the roundup
id charge the dogs. When the
ader is shot another takes his
ace, and so on.
"A few minutes later I stood again

: 1 had stood on previous expeditions,
itli that bunch of shaggy black
rms, gleaming eyes and pointed
jrns before me, only this time it did
>t mean life or death.
"Yet as I raised my riile again I
It clutching at my heart that terriesensation of life hanging on the
:curacy of my aim; again in my
>nes 1 felt that gnawing for red,
arm, dripping meats.the feeling
lat the wolf has when he pulls down
is quarry. He who has ever been
ally hungry, either in the Arctic or

sewhere, will know what I mean,

onetimes the memory of it rushes
*<*! me in iinevoecteil nlaees. I
a>ve felt it after a hearty dinner, in
ie streets of a great city when a

an faced beggar has held out his
ind for alms.
"I pulled the trigger and the bull
ader of the herd fell on his haunehi.I had found the vulnerable spot
nder the shoulder, where one should
ways shoot a musk ox. To aim at
ie head is a waste of ammunition,
s the bull went down out from the
erd came a cow, and I also brought
t*r down with one shot. The oth-
rs. a second cow and two yearlings,
ere the work of a few minutes.

King of Siam Visits His Temples..
nice a year, says a writer in the Wide
fnrld Magazine, ail the Buddhist temlesin Siam are visited by the king, or

is deputies, hearing the Plira Kathin
yellow robes), in conformity with an

indent custom by which the priests
ere made to seek their apparel for the
nsuing year. During the lifetime of
inddha monks and priests were sent
ut to beg for old, cast-off garments,
hieii were afterward dyed yellow and
atched together to form the required
>IJCS. I HIS illK'lt'lll llli'11(1 I I'll 11 I I-UAIUIII

radually gave place to the present <»ne

f making the garments from new cloth
f a bright canary yellow, provided by
>int contributions of king, princes, nolesand commoners. When the king
oes in the royal throne barge to preeiitthe robes in person he does so

ith great pomp and ceremony. The
riostly garments, folded in bundles,
re carried to the door of the temple to
wait the appearance of his majesty
nd his suite. The king, on arriving,
ikes a priestly robe and places it on a

crura ted altar. The chief priest then
ivs Ids hands on the garment and
hants an acknowledgment.

MR. FINLEY ADVISES FARMERS.

President of Southern Railway Writes
Interestingly.

Editor Yorkvllle Enquirer:
My close business association witn

the south and my intense interest in
everything bearing on southern prosperityprompt me to write to you on

the present outlook for agriculture in
the south with special reference to the
cotton situation.
The world demand for cotton is constantlyincreasing. Dr. S. A. Knapp of

the United States agricultural department,has estimated that it doubles
once in about twenty-two years. This
means that the farmers of our section
will be called upon for larger supplies
In future years. The practical question
Is how this increased demand can be
supplied so as to yield the largest marginof profit to our farmers.
Coincident with the Increased demandfor cotton, the prices of grains,

forage crops and meat products of all
kinds are advancing. I do not believe,
therefore, that It should be the policy
of our farmers to increasr their cotton

production by planting larger areas, to
the exclusion of other crops or the
neglect of livestock growing. I would
suggest, on the contrary, that more attentionbe given to the diversification
of crops and to live stock, and that cottonproduction be increased by the

adoption of those methods of seed selection,soil preparation and cultivation
which will result in larger yields per
acre. There is reason to believe that
the demand for cotton will generally
maintain the price at a level that will
make Intensive cultivation profitable,
but, if conditions should be such as to

depress the price in some seasons, the
farmer who has grown ills own corn

and meat, and who has live stock and
other farm products for sale, will be affectedmuch less by the low price of
cotton than wii' he who lias nothing
for sale but cotton, and who must buy
meat for his family and feed for his
work animals. I believe that the south
can keep pace with the growing demandfur ontton and can. at tile same

time, increase its output of other farm

products.
It may be objected tbat tbe possible

spread of the Mexican cotton boll weevileast of the Mississippi river will
tend to reduce the average production
per acre in the areas affected, and
make it impossible to keep pace with
the demand for cotton without increasingthe acreage at the expense of othercrops. I believe that a study of the
effect of the weevil in the localities
where it has been longest present does
not sustain this objection. In fact,
while the weevil is the most serious insectpest that the cotton grower has
been called upon to combat, it has been
demonstrated that by the adoption of

proper methods it can be so far controlledtbat substantially as large
yields per acre can be obtained as beforeits invasion, and what is of more

importance to the south as a whole, the
methods that have been developed in

fighting the weevil are Identically those
which will serve to increase the productionper acre in those localities
where the insect is unknown. They are

methods, therefore, the adoption of

which in regions where the weevil existsis Imperative, but which may be

adopted with profit by the cotton grow-
er in any part of the south.
The weevil crossed the Rio Grande

Into Texas about 1892, but did not attractgeneral attention until 1894, since
which year, as the area in which it is

present has gradually increased, the insectitself and methods of controlling it

have been subjects of constant study
by the United States agricultural department,state agricultural officials
and intelligent farmers. The directionand extent of its spread
cannot be predicted with certainty, but

the farmers east of the Mississippi
have the great advantage of the knowledgeand experience gained in the campaignthat has been waged against it

for sixteen years in the territory west

of the river, where it has been demonstrafedthat cotton can be grown successfullyand profitably in spite of its

presence.
This may be illustrated by some facts

as to production under boil weevil conditions.In the state of Texas the area

in which it is present, as shown by the

accompanying chart of that state, has

been approximately the same since

1906, embracing by far the greater part
of the cotton growing area of the state.
Yet the two largest crops ever proflnoorlin Te*ns.those of 1906 and 1908

.were grown under these boll weevil
conditions. There are fluctuations in

the size of the crop in Texas as \ ell

as in other parts of the cotton belt, but

where scientific methods of combatingit are adopted, these fluctuations
are due not so much to tlie presence of

tne boll weevil as to weather conditions.Thus the crop of 1909 in Texas

was more than a million bales below tlie

crop of 1908, but Dr. Knapp, has expressedthe opinion that, but for the

excessively hot and dry weather which

prevailed in the middle of the growing
season, the yield would have been tne

largest in the history of cotton growingin the state. He points out as significantthe fact that the greatest decreasea^$ compared with 1908 was in

the dry western part of the state, where
the weevil is least prevalent, while in

the eastern counties, where the insect

is most numerous, there was the least
falling off. Dr. Knapp estimates rougnlythat the falling off in the eastern

part of the state, where the weevil was

worst, was only about 7 per cent: in

the central part, about 2X per cent and

in the western part, where the weevil
is less prevalent, about f>l per cent,

tending to show that the short crop in

Texas in 1909 should not be charged to

the weevil, but to the unfavorable
weather conditions. Fluctuations in

yield due to weather conditions are inevitablewether the weevil is present
or not. Thus, Calhoun county, Ala.,
which has never had a boll weevil in it,
had an unfavorable season in 1902 and
produced x.xll bales, but two years later,under favorable weather conditions,the yield of the county was more

... r.,-

than twice as mucn.uu
In localities west of the Mississippi

the appearance of the weevil was followedby a decline in production, but

with the adoption of the methods recommendedby the agricultural departmentand the state officials improved
results were soon attained.

In Limestone county, Texas, tile normalproduction before the boll weevil

appeared was about 50,000 bales. In

1902 the county produced 52.502 bales.

In 1903 tin weevil cut tile crop down
to 17,039 bales. The agricultural de-

partment methods of combating the
insect were introduced, and the productionrose to 41,902 bales in 1904: t38,110bales in the season of 1900, when
the weather conditions were unfavor- J
able; 72,320 in 1906, when weather conditionswere favorable; 36,253 under s

the unfavorable weather conditions of p
1907; 70,525 in 1908, when the weather h
was favorable, and 50,184 under the un- c

favorable weather conditions of 1909. e

Harrison county, Texas, had a nor- e

mal production of about 20,000 bales b
before the weevil appeared. It did not C
become destructive until 1906, when, in s

spite of favorable weather conditions, ii
the crop was reduced to 18,131 bales, n

The next year with a combination of e
the ivoovll nrirl unfavorable weather li

conditions It fell to 7,883 bales. In 1908, 1
with a favorable season and the gen- w

eral adoption of agricultural depart- o

ment methods, it rose to 16,844 bales, e

and In the unfavorable season of 1909 h
the crop was 16,983 bales. ei

In De Soto parish, I^a., the normal e

yield before the appearance of the wee- n

vll was about 29,000 bales. The weevil tl
and general unfavorable conditions o

cut this down to 6,343 bales in 1907. g
The adoption of agricultural depart- g
ment methods resulted In a crop of 13,- o

625 bales in 1908, and although weath- a

er conditions were less favorable in 1909 ft
the parish produced 14,190 bales, show- li
ing the same tendency to return to nor- cj

mal productiveness noted in the Texas n

counties. At the same time, in those o

localities where the weevil has been d
present for a series of years, there has g
been a marked development of diversl- C
fled agriculture which has been highly ti
beneficial to the farmers. tl
The above figures show that in the t<

region west of the Mississippi the ap- k
pearance 01 me weevu na.s generally n

been followed by a marked decline In o

production for from one to three years, F
until the farmers could learn and put tl
into practice the methods necessary for b
its control. This emphasizes the im- ii
portance of the immediate adoption of o

those methods in the regions where It h
has not yet appeared. If it should sub- si

sequently spread to them it will find n

the farmers prepared and the damage t<
will be minimized, and the experts of a

the agricultural department are agreed e

that, in the meantime, the production w

of cotton per acre will be largely in- cl
creased. I think there can be no doubt h
that the cotton growers west of the
Mississippi river could have maintained C
substantially their normal production
if they had not waited until the appear- e:

ance of the boll weevil before adopting it

improved methods. I believe, there- b
fore, that it is of the utmost im- q
portance that the farmers east of the S
river should adopt these methods n

whether they are in territory immedi- tl
ately threatened by the weevil or not. (:
The methods that the United States a

department of agriculture strongly o

urge upon cotton growers everywhere, f<
witn a view to obtaining increased p
yields without increasing acreage and
in connection with diversified farming, n

and which, at the same time, are the ii
methods necessary for the control of u

the boll weevil, are that seed shall be o

carefully selected with a view to the ti
production of early varieties with the p
dwarf habit, fruiting close to the g
ground and producing large bolls of o

cotton with a good length of staple; it
that preparation of the soil should be r

commenced by deep ploughing early in e

the winter, followed by harrowing once v

or twice during the winter; that tne f;
seed bed should be thoroughly prepared e

and the seed planted as early as the v

soil has become warm enough to in- h
surie rapid germination; that shallow f«
cultivation should thereafter be com- g
menced as early as possible, and should n

be continued constantly until some of fi
the bolls begin to open; that exces- s

...of l.n,la ol,.,iil,l ,l.-iirw..l r>r

devoted to other crops; thut farmers ji
throughout the cotton belt should tl
practice diversification and crop rota- o

tlon, and that they should generally h

give more attention to live stock. d
The department of agriculture has j<

published pamphlets containing full in- n

formation as to these improved meth- tl
ods of growing cotton. I shall be glad
to procure copies of these circulars and t
send them to any cotton growers who 0

may write to me at my office, Wash- a

ington, D. C., and I am authorized to a

state that they will be sent direct to t<
any grower who will address an appli- o

cation to the agricultural department c

at Washington. Yours truly, h
W. W. Finley, President. h

Washington, D. C., April 11. tl
t

SECRET CHRISTIANS OF TURKEY p

Religious Services In Hidden Churches js
and By Night.

When Islam swept Asia Minor e

whole Christian neighborhoods were j.
forced to accept the religion of Mohammedthat they might escape the a

sword. Most of these converts ac- n

cepted only the outward shell of Is- p
lam. so that there are today whole t!
tribes outwardly Mohammedan but In h
reality more Christian or heathen, s

A number of tribes among the Kurds, s

for instance, are the descendants of v

Armenians thus nominally converted c

to Islam centuries ago. h
Since the new constitution of Tur- c

key professes to grant religious liber- a

ty many of these people are attemptingto shake off the hated yoke of t
Islam and the Young Turk government p
find itself face to face with the ques- c

tlon what attitude it should show to- c

ward these attempts. At present the e

Stavriots. as they are called, are h

making great efforts to obtain their n

right. a

The Stavriots who live in the neigh- t

borhood of the cloisters of Wasilu a

and P eristera and within the diocese v

of Trapezunt, Erzerum, Xeocaesarea
(Xiksar) and Chaldia number about b
50,000. The Turkish government con- c

sideretl them Mohammedan, but they f'

adhered secretly to the ceremonies r

ul their rormer religion, mey neui- < >

ed their own Mohammedan teachers,
hut they had also their own priests, a

who performed marriage, baptism, p
and other religious ceremonies in a n

hidden church secretly and by night, k
Each one of these StaJvriots had two v

names, a Christian and a Moham- ti
medan. In the mosques they prayed t
with the Turks but used Christian h
prayers. q
After the revolution of last year

they telegraphed the Young Turks b
and demanded public recognition as n

Christians. This recognition has not it

yet been granted in spite of the fact
that the new Turkish government
has promised complete religious lib- j,
erty..Missionary lteview of tin*
World. .

THE PARDON OF COOPER.

ks Seen By Editors of Different Shades
of Opinion.

fashville Tennessean.
Cooper was convicted in a court preidodover by a judge who resolved
radically every doubtful question in
is favor. Cooper was convicted in a

ourt whose sheriff had shown him
very favoritism. Cooper was convictdin a court whose clerk was a

rother of one of his co-defendants,
tanner's sentence was affirmed by the
uprerne court of the state after a trial, I
1 which, as in the lower court, the I
lost able attorneys money and Influncecould command had made a brilant,though losing fight for him.
'bus with everything in his favor and
rith every obstacle possible in the way
f the prosecution Cooper was convictdof the crime which he had boasted
e would commit. And hardly had the
cho of the last words of Justice Shields
eased to reverberate in the courtoomwhen a pardon was granted by
tie creature who befouls the governr'schair. Why? Was the pardon
ranted because -there is no longer a

overnment in Tennessee? Because
rganized anarchy reigns where law
nd order once held sway? Because
ivorltes are licensed to take human
fe? Because the governor's friends
an commit no crime? Or was ttie imledlategranting of the pardon due to
ther motives? Was it a sequel to the
amaging contradictions made by the
overnor the night Carmack redeemed
'ooper's threat? Men may differ as to

iie motive that underlies this pardon,
lis outrage on decency, this invitation
j crime, this licensing of gubernatorl1favorites to go man-hunting. Some
lay assert it was due to favoritism,
thers may couple the pardon with
'atterson's contradiction the night of
tie murder and attribute it to even

aser motives, but all men agree that
1 pardoning Cooper, Patterson has not

illy further debauched and besmirched
imself, but he has disgraced Tenneseein the eyes of civilization. Ten-

essee, stripped naked of the law's pro:ctionto human life, stands humiliated
nd disgraced, and honest Tennesseans
verywhere hang their heads in shame
hen they are forced to admit they are

Itizens of the state of which Patterson
i governor.

hattanooga Times.
This action of the governor has been
xpected, and that renders it all the
lore dangerous. The prediction was

ased on the facts: (1) That the fatal
uarrel between Colonel Cooper and
enaior carniaun gre« uui ui mc

ler's advocacy of and close relation to
tie candidacy of Governor Patterson;
2) that Colonel Cooper is and has been
warm personal friend of the governr,and (3) that the latter would be

jrcftd on these accounts to issue a

ardon.
None of these reasons is good In

lorals or official ethics. The pardonigpower is not vested in the individal,M. R. Patterson, for the rewarding
f friends or personal supporters or for
iking revenge upon his political or

ersonal enemies. It is vested in the
overnor of the state for the protection
f the people and it was Intended that
; should be exercised only when the
lirht of an individual had been violat-
d, undue penalties imposed in cases

,'here the courts had been misled by
ilse testimony and where through the
xigencies of penal servitude the conictmay be reasonably declared to
ave suffered enough for his crime besrethe full penalty had been paid. No
overnor has a right to pardon crimialssimply because they were his
riends; had supported him and couneledwith him, and especially is it a

nonstrous doctrine to hold that he is
ustifled in pardoning them because
fiey committed their crime as a result
f their allegiance to him. To excuse

is act on the plea that Colonel Cooper
id not have a fair and impartial trial
j to impugn two courts and is repugantto the facts as we understand
tiem.
It was a hard place for the governor

o fill, but it gave him a magnificent
pportunity for a display of that courgeof which his friends boast for him
nd an exhibition of that lofty devotion
o the laws and to the best sentiments
f tne people which he has so often delared,both of which qualities he would
ave shown if he had at least delayed
is action until he had time to study
he opinion of the court before he arbitrarilyset aside its decree and nullified
ts solemn findings.

Jashville American.
Governor Patterson's promptness in

xtending a pardon to Colonel Cooper
i what everybody expected.
Colonel Cooper had been his confidant
nd frequent advisor. The governor,
lore than any other person, was in a

osition to know beyond peradventure
hat Colonel Cooper contemplated no

ostile meeting, as the governor himelfhad interceded and had been asuredby all concerned that altercation
.'ould be avoided. Claiming positive
onvictlon of this conclusion, he did as

e was expected to do under the cirumstancesput up to him as individual
nd as governor.
The governor's action tends to quieude,and such disapproval as it may
rompt should first free itself from
ollateral influences before recording
ondemnation of his action. Thegov'"**"/llntn^orl hiu nr>t inn
I liur 9 tuiinticutc Uaiuivu tu.7 uvv.w..,

is friends approve. Even his oppoentsmust admire the consistent coursewith which he sticks to his conviclonsand apjtlaud the ability and tencitywith which lie contends for that
,'hich he conceives to be right.
Let us have peace. Let us abate our

itterness, set a guard on our lips,
ultivate a more kindly consideration
or the rights of others and temper our

ival ambitions with the saving grace
f »n...l tmiiiop

Our convictions are as strong as

nybody's, our prejudices, perhaps, ap-
ear as unreasonauie, our n-M-iiiiiirm

nay seem as acute and our ability to

;eep up the fight unimpaired in any
ray. But our better judgment dicatesthe more reasonable, rational and
herefore most sensible course and we

ave faith that it will appeal to that
uality in our readers.
It was an unfortunate tragedy, that
rought grief to many and good to
lone. It should henceforth be a closed
ricident.

if Chinese divide the day into twelve
arts of two hours each.
Xv' A notable addition to the monulentsof Vienna will be that of Jo-

lcl 11 11 Dliuuns, WI1IUI1 19 lapiuijr CL\Jproachingcompletion at the studio of
Professor Edmund Hellmers. It will
be In the form of a pergola, In the
center of which there will be a statute
of heroic size of the "waltz king"
holding his violin.

WHO PAYS FERTILIZER TAX?

Question of Considerable Interest Discussed.
Apropos of a recent discussion as to

who really pays the fertilizer tax that
supports Clemson college, Mr. B. F.
Taylor of Columbia, has contributed
some interesting communication on the
subject as follows:
"We will suppose that the governmentlevies a tax of one cent on each

newspaper that is sold in the state;
that the cost of producing the news-

paper is inree ceius, anu me paper is

sold at Ave cents. It must be admitted
that as long as the cost of production,
plus the tax, Is received for the paper,
that nothing comes out of the pocket
of the printer or publisher. We will
suppose, however, that circumstances
were such that the publisher was forced,or desired to sell his newspaper for
3^ cents. I think that in that case it is
perfectly apparent that the publisher
would pay half of the tax and the buyer
of the paper the other half. As soon as

the publisher sells his paper for three
cents, or the cost of production, then he
would have to pay the whole of the tax
of one cent. Now, who pays the tax as

long as the paper sells for five cents?
Does .the publisher have to pay anything?I think it is quite apparent
that the consumer pays the profit of
one cent, as well as the tax of one cent.

"It is Just the same thing in the fertilizertax. When the manufacturer
sells his goods for less than the cost of
production, he pays the tax. When he
sells it for more thun the cost of production,the consumer certainly has it
to pay.
"There is a tax in North Carolina on

fertilizer and cotton seed meal. As a

rule cotton seed meal is sold on a basis
of Columbia by the mills located there,
and when our price is $29, Columbia, if
anyone is willing to buy the meal withouttags, we invariably reduce 25 cents

from our regular price. Of course,
meal can only be bought in this way
when it is going to be used in mixing,
and when the mixer undertakes to put
his goods on the market he has to pay
a tax on the meal. I am quite sure

that the cotton seed oil mills generally
have more sense than to use nitrate of
soda in order to bring up the analysis
of their meal, for the simple reason

that if they did use nitrate of soda, and
did not make a statement of It to
Clemson college, the method of analysis
that would be employed by the ehem-
ists would be such that the nitrogen
in the nitrate of soda would not appear
in the results of the analysis. In other
words, it would not be "converted into
ammonia, but would be converted into
nitrus acid. For that reason the
source of ammonia is required by
Clemson college, so that they can apply
the proper analysis to the samples
which they draw. Therefore, if there
has been any such manipulation of cottonseed meal, it has not helped the oil
mills who have Indulged in this practice.
"There is produced in South Carolina

a little over 150,000 tons of cotton seed
meal, and considerable of this goes for

export and for shipment to other
states, and quite a large quantity of it
is used up in mixing fertilizers, but so

far as I know none of it that is sold

directly to the consumer as cotton seed
meal escapes paying the fertilizer tax.

The state received the tax on 133,000
tons during the last year.

"It is not strange that the local
manufacturer takes advantage of the
freight rate from other points to his
market in selling his goods, either cottonseed meal or fertilizer. What is the
use of establishing a factory at Anderson,for Instance, if the manufacturer
at that point was going to get no advantageby reason of the freight rate

from Charleston? In either case the
consumer pays the freight, as well as

the tax levied for inspection.
"I am not familiar with the price of

fertilizer, but I certainly can state
without hesitation that the price of
cotton seed meal in South Carolina,
North Carolina and Georgia Is not the

same; 'it varies very considerably.
Wherever there Is a big demand for
cotton seed meal, there you will find
the highest prices. I am not prepared
to say that the price of fertilizer would
be reduced if the fertilizer tax was, removed,because there are so many other

things that enter into the making of a

price, one of which Is whether the consumeris willing to pay it or not. I do

say, however, that if every condition
pxeent the tax were the same, unques-
tionably the price would be reduced if
the tax were removed."
A few days ago Mr. Taylor wrote as

follows:
"As a manufacturer of fertilizer material,I wish to say that none of the

fertilizer companies or oil mills object
to paying the tax, because it does not

come out of their pockets. For instance,the writer sold fifty tons of

meal a few days ago at $29 f. o. b., Cohumbia,for shipment within the state.
On the same day we sold fifty tons of
meal to go to North Carolina, with the

understanding that it was not to be

tagged, at $28.75. I think this shows

very clearly who pays the fertilizer tax.

But assuming that all the meal that we

made was sold within the state of
South Carolina, and that we invariably
sold it at the same price to every one

.there would be no change as to which
party is taxed, unless the fertilizers

being sold was disposed of at less than
cost. In this instance only would the
manufacturer or distributor of fertilizermaterial be the one who pays the

tax. As long as there is any profit, or

a 'break even' in the difference between
the cost of the manufacture and the

selling cost, the farmer pays the tax.

As soon as it is sold for less than the
cost of production the manufacturer
pays the tax.

"It is only because the privilege tax

is not in effect a levy upon the manufacturersand distributors that this lawhasnot been attacked In the courts.

As lon^ as the farmer is willing to pay
the tax it makes no difference to the
manufacturer. I wish to add here that
the new law concerning the inspection
tax for feedstuffs will operate upon the
consumer and the manufacturer pays
none of it."
This is interesting information becausesome papers have been contendingthat the farmers do not pay the

fertilizer tax for the support of Clemsoncollege.


