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Nor did she
Hlusons about

any  lupger hicve any
him He could be
both ruthless and uneerupulous when
1 suilid his purpose.  As the day wore
toward noos, her sphrits drouped. She
wits tired  physivally, amd this react-
wil uprett her couriage
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thew

withing

brscin e MO il
though snowshoes

vould worn
heavy which

time a foot wos

were
b Hh

snow
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clung W them every
Iiftedl.  They ware mukluks, but She-
b was wet to the Knecs. The spring
hidd gone from her step Her shoutl-
ders hepan 1o SiK

For some ime Gurdon's eyve
heen secking for o good pliee
cimge. He foumd it oan & bit of
timber above  the tradl arl
v word he swung his

el
for a
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open
without &
from the path
“Whete are You gotims
e Maedonald
cetodng 1o rest for
Eljot's curt answer
Aacdonall's  jaw clamped,
wtrode forwand through the snow
side the trail. W'l see about that.”
The Younger man facdl himoan-
grilv,  “an’t you see she s dlone,
man®  There i3 not anether mile of
travel in her until she has rested.”
The hard, gray oyes of the Alis-
kan took n the sletler, weary Hgure

team

* demanmd-

hour.”” wias

an

Jeaning assinst the shed. onoa soft
and mushy trail ke this, whoers eve
ery footstep punched hole in the

lovse snow, the dogs coulidl not trav-
ol with any extrin weight, A few miles
further down they would come lo &
mudn-traveled and the  going
would b better pBuat ull then she
must wilk,  Macdonald - gave way
with @ gesture of his hamnd aml turn-

road

ed on his heel.

At the camp-fire  Sheba dried
mukliks, stockings, caribou mitts, and
short skirte.  Too tired to ent, she
forced hersell to swallow a few bites
and drank cagerly some tea.
hid browght blankets from the sled

her

amd he persuaded her to lle down for,

i Tew minutes.

“You'll eall me soon
sleep,” ghe sidd drowsiy, nnd her eyes
were elossd almost hefore the words
were off her lips,

When Macdonald came to order the
start half an hour later, she was still
aslecp. “Glve  her  another thirty
minutes,” he sald groffly.

Youth ts resilient.  Sheba
rested and ready for work.

While Gordon was untangling the
Jdogs she was left alone for a minute
with the mine-owner.

The hunegry look In his eyes touched
she held  out her

awoke

her.  Impulsively

hal

Syor're going to be fair, aren’t you,
My, Macdonald? Because you—don't
like him—yon won't—2"

e looked stradght into the dark, ap-
pealing eves. “I'm going to be fair to
Hobert Milton” he told her harshly.
“tm going 1o see his murdercers hang-
o AF it vosts me every dollar 1 have
i the workl”

sxone of ux object to justice” she
told him prowdly. “Geordon has noth-
ine to fear if only the truth is told."”

“Then why come to me?" he demand-
wil.

she hesitutadd; then with a wiatful
little smule. spoke what was in her
heart.,  “I'm afraid you won't do jus-
tee to yourself. You're good—and
brave- amd strong.  But you're very
willful and sct. 1 don't want to lose
my friend. 1 want to know that he is
all 1 have believed him—a great man
whu stands for the things that are fine
and clean amd just,”

“Then it is for my sake and not for
his that son want me to drop the case
apninst Eliot? he asked ironieally.

“For yours and for his, too. You
ean't burt him. Nobody can really be
hurt from outside—not unless he is a
traftor to himself. And Gordon Elliot
isn't that. He couldn’t do such a thing
this with which vou charge him.

ns
He can explain

It is not in his nature.
everything.”

“| don't doubt that, He and his friend
Holt are groat little explainers,”

In spite of his bitterness Sheba felt
a chiange In him. She seemed to have
a glimpse of his turbid soul engaged In
battle, He turned away without shak-
ing hands. but it struck her that he
was not Implacable.

White they were at luncheon
dozen packmules laden with suppliea

for a telephone construction line outnt'

had passed. Thelr small, gharp-shod

hoofs had punched sink-holes in the

trall at every step Instead of
smooth bottom the dogs found a slushy
bog cut to pleces,

Gordon |

if 1 should

halt al

THE YUKON
TRAIL

By WILLIAM McLEOD RAINE.

lend Raine,

we'll have to break trall. Swing to the
right just below  the blg willow,” he
told Eliot, “I'll join you presently and
relieve you on the job, But first Miss
o' Nelll und [ are going for a little side
trip”

All three of them looked at him in
'sharp surprise. Gordon opened his lips
]au answer and closed them agaln with-
out speaking.  Sheba  had fAashed &
warning to him.,

“| hope this trip lsn't very far off the
tridl,” she sald guletly. “I'm just a
wee bit tired,”

“It's not far,” the minc-owner said
curtly.

He was  busy unpacking his sled.
I'resently he found the dog moccasins
tor which he had been looking, repack-
il hig sledd, sand fitted the shoes to the
Bbewiding feet of the team leader. Elliot,
suspicious und uncertain what to do,
witehed him ot work, but at a signal
from Sheba turned reluctantly away
anmil drove down to the cutoff.

Macdonald turned  his dogs  out of
the tradl and followed a little ridge for
perhaps o quarter of a mile, Sheba
trudged behind him.  She was full of
wonder at what he meant to do, but
sl usked no questions. Some wise in-
stinet was telling her to do exactly as
hee

sanl,

From the sled he took a shovel and
gave it to the young woman. “Dig just
this side of the big rock—close to the
root of the tree” he told her.

Shebi dug, and at the second stroke
of the spade struck something hard.
He stooped and pulled out o sack.

“Opeen 1" he said. “Itip It with this
kit

sheba ran the knife along the course
weave of the cloth,  Fifteen or twenty
sinaller sacks lay exposed. Sheba look-
el up ut Macdonald, a startled question
in her eyes,

He nodded. *Yow've guessed it. This
i part of the gold for which Robert
Milton was murdered.”

“But—how did it get here?

“I burled it there yesterday. Come.”

He led her around the rock. Back
ol it lay something over which was
spread o long bit of canvas. The heart
of Sheba was beating wildly.

The Seotchman looked at her from
o rock-bound face. “Underncath this
canvas is the body of one of the men
who murdered Milton. He died more
misernbiy*than the man he shot HnlH
the gold stolen from the bank is in that
gunnysiack you have just dug up. I
vou'll tell me who has the other half,
Il tell vou who helped him rob the
hank."”

“This man—who is he? asked Sheba,
almost in a whisper. She was tremb-
ling with excitement and Rervousness.

Mucdonald drew back the cloth and
showed the rough, hard face of a work-
ingman.

“His nume was Trelawney. 1 kleked
him out of our camps because he was a
troublemaker.”

“He was one of the men that robbed
vou later!" she exclaimed.

“Yes, And now he has tried to rob
me agnin and has paid for it with his
e
i *Her mind flashed back over the past,
“Then his partner in this crime must
harve heen the same man—what's  his
"pame?—that was with him last time”

sNorthrup”  He nodded slowly. I
hate to believe It but It Is probably
true.  And he, too, Is lying somewhers
in this park covered with snow—Il ouwr
I}:Ilt'ﬁ.‘l is right.”

“\nd Gordon—you admit he didn't ao
nr
I Again he
didn’t do it"

Joy lilted in her voice. “So you've
brought me here to tell me. Oh, I am
glad, my friend, that you were 50 good.
And it is like you to do it You have
alwnys been the good friend to me.”

The Scotchman smiled, a little wist-
fully. “You take ap mean advantage
of a man. You nurse him when he is 1l
—and are kind to him when he is well
—and try to love him, though he I8
twice vour age and more. Then, when
his enemy is in his power, he finds he
can’t strike him down without strik-
ling you teo. Take your YOung man,
Sheba O'Nelll, and marry him, and fo1
God's sake, get him out of Alaska be-
fore 1 come lo gripa with him again.
I'm not a patient man, and he's tried
me sair. They say I'm a good hater,
and 1 always thought it true. But
what's the use of hating a man when
vour soft arms are round him for an

nodded, sulkily. “No. He

armor?”’

The tine eyes of the girl were wells
of warm light. Her gladness was not
| for herself and her lover only, but for
the frivnd that had been so nearly lost
and was now found. He belleved he
had done it for her, but Sheba was sure
his rcasons lay deeper. He was too
much of a man to hide evidence and let
his rival be falsely accused of murder.
It was not in him to do & cheap thing
like that. When it came to the pinch,
he was too decent to stab in the back.
Put she was willing to take him on his
own ground,

“I'll always be thanking you for your
goodness to me” she told him simply.

He brushed that aside at once.
!“There's one thing more. lass. I'll
likely not be seeing you again alone, 80
I'll say it now. Don’t waste any tears
on Colby Macdonald. Don't fancy any
story-book foolishness about spoiling
his life. That may be true of halfling
boys, maybe, but a man goes his ain
! zait even when he gets a bit facer.”

~yeh" she agreed. And in a flash
she saw what would happen, that in
the reaction from his depression he
would turn to Genevieve Mallory and
marry her.

“You're too young for me, anyhow.—
,too soft, and innocent. Once you told
me that you couldn't keep step with
Fme. It's true. You can't, It was o
'de.lt dream.”

He took a deep breath, seemed to

At the énd of an hour of wallowing shake himself out of it, and smiled

AMacdonald called a halt.
“There is a cutoff just below here
It will save us nearly two miles, but

cheerfully upon her.
“\We'll put our treasure-trove on the
.uled and go back to your friends,” he

YORK, 8. C.. FRI

continued briskly, “Tomorrow I'll send
|lm‘n up to srour the hills for North-
rup's body.”
Sheba drew
'the face of the dead man.
lowed Macdonald back to the trall,
;1:.—;11'5 filled her eyes. She was  re-
membering that the white, stinging
death that hidd erept upon these men so
swiftly had missed her by a halr's
breadth,  The strong, lusty life had
been stricken out of the big Cornisn-
man and probably of his partrer  In

the canvas back over
As she fol-

erime.  Perhaps they had lert mothers
or wives or  sweethearts 1o raoarn
them.

Macdonuld eelieved Elliot at Ywreak-
ing triul and  the young man went
back to the gec-pole,  Thev had olis-
Ivnr-lvl! mukluks and  wore moccasing
and snowshoes, It was  hord,  slow
work, for the trail-bruker had to fight
his way through snow along the hest
route hee could  find. The moon  was
high when  t last they  renched the
rondhonuse,

(To Be Continmed,)

RULING ON FUEL.

Administration Explains What it Ex-
pects of the Public.

Fuel ralings and interpretfitions de-
signid to make clear what is expected
of the publie in obsvrvance of the gov-
vrnment’s orders  shutting  Jdown In-
dustrey evers Manday for the next eight
weeks were mide publilie Iast Saturday
niht by the fuel wdministration. They
cover most of the guestions ralsed as
to exemptions, A summary follows:

In forbiddine the  use of fuel  for
general indosteinl and commercial puor-
poses the  fuel administration intend-
ed that the word fuel  cover oaery-
thing uscd for producing heat, lght
sned nower, ineluding coal, coke, wood,
ail, vharcoal, natural and artificinl gas,
asnling, alechol, ete.

The three seneral classes of mann-
facturing plants exemptad from opera-
uf shiphuilding

airplane manufccturing  plants
and andusteies producing explosives,
Other  plants have been exempted on
speritie ordey the war amd navy
departments, bat the exemptions 0\'|-‘r
anly that part of their plants specifical-
Iv engaged in turning out products for
The exempted plants
thev  are not in-

lernsene,

tiom the orders are

varls,

the pgovernment
have been notified
eluded in the order,
Al manufactueers of swvoolen and cot-
heen exempted in so
are working on army or
Finishing plants and
this class

ton poods hinve
far as they
navy conlracts,
works coming within
also have heen exemptoed,

Users of hydeo-clectrle power  are
not regquired to shut dewn their plarts.
bt they may buen only enonesh fuel te
prevent freezing.,

Wood working mills  not exempred
on orders of the war ¢r navy depart-
ments may operate only to the extent
nat theie products are placed in their
La M =5 D ettt b g - —Others—moty
otherwise  exvinpted which use their
own waste tor fuel, may operate to
produce  sufficient  fucl to  prevent
freveing, Wood working plants sup-
plying fucl to houscholders must ap-
ply to local  fuel administrators for
permission to operate 1o such an ex-
tent as is necessary for the welfare of
the community., Al miws of whatever
charncter are exempt,

Subcontrmctors  supplyving materinls
to exempted industries are permitted
to operate only if their entire produc-
tion goes Lo exempted plants.

Excmptions inchude all concerns pro-
ducing foodstuffs of a perishable na-
ture or foods for immediate consump-

e

tion. The following Fave been listed
a8 exempt;  Grain clevators, potato
or  vegetable  houses, cold  stornge,

grain storage, grain and feed mills,
cerval product manufasturers, bakers,
CANNEers, milk dealess, creamerices,
milk condensers  and all other milk
products manufacturers,  packing and
slaughter houses, lce plants and refrig-
critors, sugar  manufacturers, hinder
twine manufacturers, Insecticide and
fertilizer manufactur s, manufiac-
turers of farm machluery for spring
use, manufacturers of cereal mill ma-
chinery, bag manutacturers, manufac-
turers of food containers (glass tin and
wood, and lnbels for contalners.)

I'vice lists  giving qguotations or
meat information relative to securities
or commodities may be published on
Mondays,

Magazines and weeklies  gencrally
are expected to close IF they can put
out their publications on time with-
out running on Mondays,

Colleges, churches, schools, public
Hbrarles and public museums are ex-
cupted. Other exemptions include au-
tomobiles and gurages, manufacturers
o vans for food, cotton oil, producers
of e, horseshoes, luundrics, locomo-
tive fuctories, manufacturers of surgi-
cul instruments, medicines needed by
the government and the Hed Cross,
other moedicines if local fuel adminls-
trators are coavineed their production
ix necessary to public health: manu-
tavturers of supplies for oll products,
trans-Atlantic steamers, open hearth
stevl  furnaces, power necessary  for
londing or unloading cars or ships.

Among the Industries declared not ex-
empted are the manufacturers of candy,
tobaeeo, weolen socks and underwear
and shoves,

The exemption ol one or more offices
in a building Jues not exempt the re-
mainder of the building and heat, ele-
viltor and light service must be lim-
ited to the exempted offices,

Building and loan assoclations may
remain open i necessary for the pay-
ment of pbligations becoming due,

Offices of forcign governments may
remnaln open.

Hrokers' offices are not exempl.

Wholesale stores and warehouses
may remain open without heat for the
unloading of freight

News stands  and cigar stores may
scll only newspapers and periodicals.

Drug stores may sell drugs, medical
supplies and papers only.

News stands in hotels, ete, are re-
quested to  sell mothing but publica-
tions.

Candy stores are nol exempt,

Places of amusement permitted to
remain open Monday may continue
open Monday night until their usual
closing hour even If it is after mid-
night.

Entertainments or publlic functions
to which tickets were sold or invita-
tion lssued prior to January 18, “or
which otherwise were advertlsed be-
fore January 19, may be held.

Lodges and fraternal organizations
accustomed to meet on Monday may
do so,

Local fuel officials are authorized to
change local rallway services as pro-
vided in the order to furnish adequate
transportation for employees of ex-
empted industries,

All places selling fuel may remaln
open to sell fuel only.

-=-The house has killed the propo-

sitlon to restrict the pardoning pow-
er of the governor.

— Mr. J. C. McClure of Chester, has
been elected code commissioner vice
Rion McKlssick, editor of the Green-

BAKER TELLS OF PROGRESS

War Preparations Have Made Won-
derful Headway.

MIGHTY ARMY IN SHORT TINE

There are

Secretary of War Says
MNearly Half a Million Soldiers in
France With Half a Million More
Ready to Go—The One Big Problem
is That of Transport Facilities, and
as Soon as the Boats are Ready the
Men Can Go Over.

Washington, Junuary 28, —America
will have an army of half a million
men in France carly this year, with a
million more trulned and equipped
ready to follow as quickly as ships
can be provided to carry them, and the
outlook for this is not unpromising.

Seerctary Baker gave this informa-
tion to the nation and to the world to-
day in a statement before the senate
military committee, baring much that
until now has been carefully guarded
with the army's military secrets, In
answering charges that the govern-
ment has hroken down preparing for
war,

From carly morning until late aft-
crnoon the secretary addressed the
committee and a crowd, Including
many members of both houses of con-
wress, guthered in a big hearing room
of the senate office bullding. He
spoke  extemporaneously, beginning
with detalls of the mammoth task of
building an army of a million and a
half, answering such complaints of In-
eificieney as were cited by Senator
Chamberlain in his recent speech and
declaring that  such  instances were
jsoliited and not general. Some ques-
tions were asked, and Mr. Baker, from
time to time, had assistants go to the
telephione for reports on specific ques-
tions.

Towurd the close of the day, Sec-
retary  Buker delivered dramatic
soneral  stitement of the Ameriean
wite plam, telling of the coming of the
wlhiesl missions. of the day and night
conferences with men from the seene
of hattle in which the plans now be-
ng  executed were elopted, wnid of
s hevond the most sInguine ex-
pectations in building the army and
i< industrinl sapport at home, trans-
porting men across the ocean, con-
structing railroads in  France and
preparing to strike the enemy with
every resource at the country’s com=
mutnd.

When Mr. Baker closed, it wasup-
marent he had created  n profound
mpression.  Chalrman Chamberliun
saul s6 hefore he left the stand.
There wus no attemplt  al cross-cx-
amination,  T'he  chairman proposed
that the sceretary be given a rest, und
I ovirtually was agresd to recall him

for further examination later after
the committee hns  completed  its
henring of oflicers  of the medical
corps, aviation  scetion  amd ather
branches of the serviee,
Committee Amazed.

While many things disclosed im-

pressed, the committee was frank

Nitionnl Guard and National army
divisional camps are remly to go to-
Ley at need.  When members wanted
to know why such things had not
been given publicity before, Mr. Bak-
r spoke of the reluctance of milltary
men to reveal thelr war plans  and
quoted German remarks about Amer-
Sats advertisoment of her prepara-
tlons.

Emphasizing that he was not ther

to defend himself or anybody  else,
the secretary urged the committec
enin amd aenin to lay bare  any

shortcoming or failure of the depart-
sent that it might be corrected. Fre-
quently he paused to seek strongel
hinguage to deseribe the devotion of
hs associntes in the department
military and eivilian,

“#or one reason or another,” he
saild, “the impression has gone out
nto the country, to some extent af
least, that the war department  Dhas
fallen down,

Would Be Tragical.

“It would be o tragical thing if
this tremendous effort, this  wholly
mprecedented sacrifice made by men,
Nere In fiet to turn out to deserve
he comment that it had fullen
fown."”

Never in the history of time, he
I vkeed, hidd un army  of its sige
wen  radsed, equipped, trained  and
prepared for battle as had that of the
United States,

Mr. Baker took personal respon-
sihiiity for getting men under train-
ni hefore their cquipment was ready
“to the lust shoe button.” Such of-
fieers as Maj. tien. Leonard Woord, he
s, had vrged this poliey, He des-
ribed  conferences that evolved the
ordnanes programme and its fulflll-
ment, submitting documents to prove
that Franee and Great Britain woere
supplying  artillery  and machine
guns for the first forces ul their own
urgent request in order  that ghips
might be used for other purposcs.

Pershing Approved.

In all that was done prior to the
departure of the first troops, Gen.
Pershing shared in the deliberations
amid approved the decisions reached,
Mr. Buker sald, and now surrounded
with a stuff of trained regular otficers
who could well be spared from the
wroal task at home, Pershing is In
France us thke "even of the army.”
every  step tuken since  has  been
founded on hin long daily cable reports

of what is going on al the fighting
fronts.
Tubles were clted to  show  that

overcrowding in the camps and can-
tonments ha¢ not been general and
it the sickness had come mostly
In the camps. where medical opinion
had agreed it wus least to be expect-
¢d. 'The history of the development
and building of the cantonments was
given in detail to show that every
precaution possible had been taken.

Analyvzing the efforts of the ord-
nianee burcayg, the secretary said that
general Croz'er had urged for years
a greater artillery preparation; that
he at least had renlized the gun-
miaking required. But even France
herself, “with the enemy at her
throat,” he added, had not been able
to sce what vast gun programmes the
war would lead into.

During his general statement of the
war plan and how It had developed,
AMr. Baker was rarely interrupted.

During his statement to the com-
mittee Mr. Baker sald:

“When we started Into this war 1
think it was commonly thiought
throughout the country that our con-
tribution at the outset might well be
financial and industrial. The indus-
trice of this country were largely de-
voted at that time to the manufac-
ture of war materials for our allies.

“As I suggested this morning when
we went into that market we found
it largely occupled, so that our prob-
lem was not going to a shoe factory
and saying, ‘Make shoes for us,’ but
it was Roing to a factory which never
made shoes, becausc all the shoe fac-
tories were busy making shoes for
people from whom we could nottake
them, and saying, ‘Learn how t0

make shoes in order that you m&y al

ﬂ\ﬂk.l‘ them for us.'

“Now, of course that Is not only true
of shoes, but it is true of machine gurs,
it is true of other arms, it is true of
ammunition, it is true of forging cn~
pacity, which was the grea! defect
in the country, and all of this time
we had not merely not to disturb the
programme of allled manufacture in
this country, but we had not to
off the supplies of raw material to

ville News, resigned.

allies, and we had not to disturb the
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Industry of this country, to such ar
extent that  products upon  which
they depended for the succiss of their
‘military operations would be inter-
fered with, both  agricultural  and
commercial and industrinl products’”
The “Fallen Down" Charge.”

“For one reason or another the
impression has gone out into the
country lu sume extent that the war
deparunent has fallen down in the
conduct of the war,” sand the zecre-

tary, fn beginning his statement, 1
want to address myself to that
question,

“Phere are severnl reasons why [
should ask the commitiee to hear me.
£lrst, the couatry 15 entitlod to know
if that Is & fact. The cvountry is en-
titled to Kuow what this war is and
whut the probloms are and how we
are to raeet them. Second, 1 have @
deep sense of the duty to the otficers
and the eivibiuns that are
with devotion, sacritice, and zaal and
are spending slecpless nights to bring
this army up to its greatest efficiency
and sucvess,” "

Deser.bing the spirit of army oifi-
Baker suid he had

cers, Secretary

secn “strong, grizzled men tarn away
from iy desk in tears,” when they
tound thut  they could not go to
France, “where the glory of  their
profess.on luy,” but must remain in
Washington to press  forward  war

priparations,  There was no cuse, he
added, ¢f any officer who had not ac-
cepted his duty with his whole heart.

Men of high places In  civil life
throughout the country, he suid, had
come to Washington to acecpt sala-
ries of offlce boys; many no salary at
all, to place their experience at the
disposal of the nation.

“Genyemen,” siud  the  secretary,
speaking with greut carnestness, “it
would be a trugical thing if this mo-
mentous effort were 1o deserve the
comment that it had fallen, down.”

The impaticnce of the whole coun-
try to “do this thing quickly,” he sald,
“probably inspired much of the eriti-
SAsni, Byery one of us owants o sec
our country hit like a man at the
udversary.

“We look back over the past ansd
sce that there have been shortcom-

ines, that thers have been  delays,
‘Phere are things thiat could  have
been better done. Hut our effort is to
learn.

in

“I have no purpose to defend
dividuals or myself.

No Denial of Shortcomings.
“1f 1 discuss here individuils

GGenersl Sharp or myself, it will he
only to make it clear. If any of us
should figure in LOMOrrow’s casualties

Jeet we all seek. 1 am not here 1o de-
ny shortcomings, but I think I can
sy this: That whre we have  lound
such shorteomings or mistakes, we

have made every effort o correct
them.
“] most earncstly ask that when

you have puinted out to  you uny
shorteomings, whether 1t seems well
foundetl or noet, that you instantly
refer it to me in order that the pro-
cesses of the department may sift the
truth.

From Scnator Chamberluin's specch
Mr. Huker sild jt had scemed Lo
him that although it wus not the
senator's purposc to muke it so ap-
pritr, the country Bot un Impression
from the failures il delays that
made them “disproportionite to what
was golng on."

The secretary said there might be
‘instances of shortcomings but only
Instances.”

When he appeared previously Mr.

o the Intention
r being frank,” bul despite this de-
sire he scemed to “have left the fecl-
ng that 1 was fencing in
some of my subordinates.” He denied
any such intention and said when he
oncluded if there was anything else
the committee desired to investigate
he would do everything possible with-
In his power to nssist “without fear
or favor” and to effect any lmprove-
ment.

The secretary satd that when he
heard of the two letters remd by Sen-
ator Chamberlain  concerning bad
trestment of sick soldiers  he im-
medintely psked  Senator Chamber-
lnin for all the details.

Will Punish the Guilty.

“l want to follow those through to
the very end,” wiid he, "andg te ou!
whao is responsible in order that I can
punish the guilty.”

Although more than one million
el ate umder arms an this country,
Mr, Ruker said, “the number of com-
plaints reecived have been relatively
smatll,  probably  not  more than
dghteen,”  In cach instance, he said,
investigations have been immediately
marele,

=ome reports, the sccretary sald,
have not proved serious upon inquiry
while others had, in which case cor-
rections fullowed,

In the ease of the body of an of-
ficer who died at an aviation train-
ing *school being shipped home in &
sheet, Secretary Daker said, inguiry
developed  that the cimp  was in
charge of a British avintlon  offiver
who rollowed the British method of
sending bodies home unclothed, the
mun's clothes being shipped in a sep-
arate parcel,  An  American officer
wius then put In charge.

Another complaint of neglect of &
patient at Camp Wheeler, tieorgla, he
aaid, developed that it wns unjusti-
fied, und resulting from the “dis-
tressing imagination of the widow.”

There still are in the hands of the
inspector general five cuses being in-
vestignted, Mr. Baker told of investi-
zutions which resulted In the
chirge of Lieut. Charles W. Cole and
Lieut, John G. Dye for neglect of
patlents, as published in the newspi-
pers Suturdey and Sunday. The Judge
o Ivocate general advised adding o
prison sentence to the dlsmlssal and
that is being considered.

“The department sets lis  face
aEninst that sort of callous disregard
of soldiers’ health,” Secretary Baker
sald. “I want the doctors and the
country to know that thelr lives and
welfare nre n responsibility which T
will not permit to be dodged or han-
il in a eavaller fashion.”

While eamp commanders are held
respongible  for  health  conditions,
Secretary Paker said, the surgeon

personal Inspector, A telegram from
Dir. Hornsby regarding camp con-
Jditions Senntor Chamberlain  assall-
»d disclosed them “greatly Improved”
with mortality reduced and “ample
accommodations for all sick.”

Letter From Mrs. Rhinehart.

Secretary Baker read a letter from
Mrs. Mary Roberts Rienhart, the
writer, who has a son In the service,
commending hospital conditions she
recently Inspected. Mrs. Rhinehart said
she was impressed by Senator ("ham-
berlain's “tragic letters.”

“But 1 feel the mothers of the
country should know,” wrote Mrs.
Rinehart, “that the number of such
cases is small. It is cruel to allow cv-
ery mother to judge the medical
corps because here and there men
are unwilling or unable to glve the
care that is thelr duty.

“There are conditions to be reme-
died. The shortage of women nurses
is serious. But of cruelty and indif-
{;rence 1 have found nothing. Ninc-
ceiving better care than they could
afford at home.”

“and 1 wish to point out further,”
said Secretary Baker. "that the very
head- of the medical profession, the
mast..  of the profession, are in con-
utn'!u touch with the surgeon gener-

No army could be raised in any
country, the secretary continued,
Ehfmt danger from communicable
All that could be done was
to provide every means of sclence to
meet that danger.
pas being done.
* Taking up Senator Chamberiain’s
ettack on the ordnance bureau, Mr.

i
(Continued on Page Four.)
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| SOLDIERING AT SEVIER

How The Men Are Preparing For
Servic In France.

ILLITERATES BEING TAUGHT TO READ

Story of a Young Man who Has to Do
His Courting by Proxy—Plenty to
Eat and Plenty to Wear—Practice
With Gas Masks—Many Soldiers
Now Have Their Wives at Camp.

Currespondence The TYorkville Foguirer
Camp Sevier, Greenville, 8. C., Jan-

ary 23%-RBeofore they go “over there”
if they do zo: and hundreds of them
firmly believe that the whole show s
!going to be off hefore they are ready,
‘every selective draftsman  and every
{National Guardsman who dosen't al-
feady Rucw hew, will have learned to

L

{read and write. Thus does the ar™i}
loffer another priceless advantage and

]
Tapportunity to hundreds who would

iprobably never have gotten it had they
'staved at home behind the plow-
{lundles or in whatever occupation
‘they might have been engaged. Under
regulations and rules promulgated by
the war department, a certaln time |is
to he set aside each day for the in-
struction of those soldiers who are il-
literate, The teachers are their com-
rades who have had the educational
‘opportunities that they have lacked up
until this time. It Is compulsory upon
‘all illiterate soldiers to attend these
schools. The great majority are very
grateful at the opportunity given them
ito learn. The minority are of course
|"agin™ it; cven as they are "agin”
;\\'urk. and effort of every description
 Nevertheless they will learn too, or clsc
(they will wish they had, because the
farmy has no patience with and no time
Irur a malignerer, and it doesn’t take the
‘urmy long to sort out the malingerers.
| in this regiment, at least, these schools
have only been established a few days
and much progress has already been
Some fifteen or more men—
Imn,-:l of them drafted men, too, by the
‘way, are attending from my company
‘and all of them have gitten beyond the
|A B C stage and confidently expect to
Iw+ able to place thelr offclal signa-
tures instead of thelr “marks” opposite
their names on the payroll when the
time comes the last day of this month.
'All of them are putting in their spare
time at night in practice, Just now
'their one ambition, so far as their lit-
lerary education is concerned, Is to be
'able to seratch their names instead of
 their mark.

! One of them, at least, a fine looking
‘youth from North Carolina and a
.whole lot better soldier taken all
around, right now, than I will ever be,
% even now striving and hoping that
e will soon be able to write an entire
Jletter as well as his name. Here's the
reason: He met a pretty girl over in
Greenville some time ago and fell
i ot

!she fell in love with him. As I sald
before, he's a good looking soldler with
a kood line of tulk, everything consid-
ered, and [ don't blame her a bit—

"fuet 1s 1 would have done likewise |

texpeet, if 1 had been a glrl Of course
she didn't know he couldn't write, be-
ing Interested principally in his face
and uniform.

Well 1 guess he told her he was go-
ing to write to her every day or two
even if he was only four miles away
from her and 1 guess she told him the
same thing—I know she did, judging
from the number of letters he gets

s her. He came to me a dJday or
two after he met her and told me his
troubles. Saild he had become stuck
on the prettiest, falrest, cutest, sweet-
cst lttle girl over “in town” and had
promised to write to her every day or
twe and he couldn't write but she
didn't know it; and she had never seen
his writing and my writing would look
to lier like his; and would 1 write to
her for him and he would wash a shirt
or a pair of trousers or do someting
clse for me every time | wrote to her
for him.

The bargain was closed and I wrote
her according to his dictatlon except
that I tried to change the dictation for
better when I thought I could. That
Iﬂmt letter was despatched to her and
in a couple of days a fat, pink, mono-
gramed envelope, bearing an odor of
jassumine or voilets or Palm Olive
soap or something (1 don’t know much
about those things) came addressed to
him. He spied me from afar and with
the letter held above his head, he came
running with “here it ls; I knew she
would fall for it” He opened the
aforesald pink envelope and I read the
contents written in a beautlful, cramp-
ol 16-vear-old-school-girl hand.

It was the same old stuff that has
been coming and guing ever since the
first man and mald began correspond-
Ing with each other. Of course thero
was nothing to do but write to her
agnin immediately and I did and have
repeated the performance tri-weekly
for him ever since.

And now he is learning to read and
write himself and as he told me a
night or two ago after I had just

general's offlee has daily inspections
and he has appointed Dr. John A. |written an especially tears-in-your-
Hornsby, a hospital expert, as hisleycs, goo-goo epistic for him: “Corp-

orul. I'm dolng my darndest and I'll
soon be able to write to her mysecll.”
I smiled and sighed a sigh of relief
because it will be a rellef. I couldn't
help but wonder how he was go.ng ‘o
explain to her how or why he changed
his handwriting when he does begin
writing himself. 1 am sure that pnint
has never occurred to him—not yet.
However, 1 guess he will tell her he
changed it because of mlilitary neces-
sity or something like that. And with
his handsome face and buttons and
khaki clothes, he'll get by with it

Quite a number of married drafted-
men enlisted in the Thirtieth Division
have moved their familles to Green-
ville, and vicinity to reside while they
are encamped here. Of course these
soldiers cannot live with thelr families;
but they may visit them at least three
times a week and the families are al-
lowed to come to camp as often as they
desire. Practically every married of-
'ficer has had his family with him ever
since he has been stationed here, but
lit has only been recently that any con-
igiderable number of enlisted men have
begun to do likewise. As a rule ‘on
:uur day numbers of women and chil-
!dren—wives and children of soldiers,

A S,
It is hard for soldiers to appreciate
the shortage of suger, and other food-
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stuffs as reported in the newspapers,
because they have no such experience.
They have plenty of everything to cat
and wear and keep them warm and the
fact that people elsewhere are per-
haps not faring as well can not be
grasped by them. There is no waste
here and every preventative to prohibit
the same is made. Uncle Sam wants
his soldicrs to have all they can eat
'and he secs to it that they do have It;
,but he won't stand for extravagance or
waste and is drawing the lines tighter
every day, Company “E" for instance,
| feeds 216 men every day. The bread
that Is left over at supper Is used
make pudding for tomorrow's dinner.
The roast beef that was not eaten goes
in the Irish stew in the morning. The
slop resulting from cooking three
meals dally for 216 big and hungry
soldters would not provide foed for two
hogs with any assurance that they

wouid fatten. Vo€ ““"-“’ that_yiaiol
(Ll

who piles his mess kit J<on with food

all! He is given a lesson in domestic
ceonomy that will serve him in good
stead when he returns from the war
and goes to P 1f. And
in addition to the lesson, in all proba-
bility he will be glven an opportunity
to exercise his arms by chopping a half
cord of wood for the kitchen or some
similar task. A man in the army usu-
ally has to pay and pay dear for his
carclessness and thoughtlessness. The
price is so high that he hardly ever
puys for the same article twice,

Men of the 119th Infantry have re-
cently been glven instruction concern-

h L

ing the use of the gas masks with
which overy man has been pro-
vided. It is a unique and not very

pleasant experience the first time one
of these masks Is put on. The mask
resembles to some extent a diver's hel-
met. It Is of rubber and the apparatus
when In position, completely covers the
hewd. A small reservelr  filled with
oxygen  supplies  ald to the wearer
through a rublier bit which is placed
{n the mouth. The nostrils are closed
by @« pincher similar to those on eye
glasses.  With the apparatus  on,
breathing through the mouth I8 abso-
lutely necessiary and he who s unable
to breath through his mouth must
learn, It takes some little art and
skill to place the mask on  the head
quickly and cvery man, before he goes
into the trenches ls supposed to be
able to do the trick In five or six scc-
omls, Most of us will have to increase
our speed in putting it on. A little
more practice and we will be able to
do it, though.

Instructors in the use of gas masks
impress the soldiers with the import-
ance of wearing the mask properly os
woll as the care of it. The tiniest punc-
ture in the rubber and the mask ls of
no further value. It is quite possible
that a stiff Leard may puncture the
mask and render It useless. For thils
reason all men in the trenches over
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clean shaven at all times and infantry-
men of the line In training here have
been forbidden to wear musiches or
beards. Gas is said to be playing a
great part in the war now and when
the Trirticth goes over, the men will
have been thoroughly instructed as to
how to protect themselves ngainst the
deadly fumus, Jas, D. Grist.

e ———————
FRANCE'S STRENGTH.

Can Resist Hun Assaults as Well as
Ever in Past.

1" ssiniistic opinions of the feeble-
ness of vur allies on the western
front, especially France, anid  their
imability to withstand heavy German
assaults must be taken with a gram
of sali.  They are bused upon re-
ports devisied for their own purposes
by Gierman propagandists, punic im-
pressions of clvilian observers or de-
liberute exagerations of publle men
WMONE Our associntes, destgned o
specind up our preparations of effect-
ive forces.

Notl since August of last year have
wi-  hod @ detailed  stutement o
Prance’s militgry strength, but from
the information then given by M. An-
dre Tardicu, high commissioner of
Frunce, to the United Stutes, we may
guin a fair ldea of the powerful
forces France has in the war zone.
The information was published  at
the time by Secretary of War Buker.

In August, 1917, France had over
4.000,000 men in the zone of the
armies, at least a million more than
at the Legmmning of the war. This
Jues not include the men in the -
terior and the colonies. The reserves

tuin that this number could be main-
tained for a long war.

Sinve the percentage of casunlties
which in the first six months reached
5.41 was reduced to 1.26 at the close
of 1916, and has been since brought
to lower Agures, with normil acces-
wions to the ranks, we may concl
that France has practically a war
force for the front of about 3,000,000
men.

In August, 1914, France had about
a00 guns grouped In regiments, In
June, 1917, her armies had 5,000 and
France had supplied her ullies with
%00 guns. She re-equipped and arm-
el the Belgian, Servian and Greek
armies,

From the maximum supply of 13,
000 shells a day for 75s, her supply
rose in August, 1917, to 250,000 for
=55 and 100,000 for heavy guns. Her
monthly expenditure for all gun sizes
wus 12,000,000 shells,

French  resources  and French
thrift have been equal to the finan-
cial drain of the war. Her indus-
tries have been kept going with re-
muarkable success considering con-
ditions, and her output of war sup-
plies and munitions has steadily in-
creased.

We have recently had an official
statement that Great Britain, not in-
cluding her colonies, had recruited
6,500,000 men and was preparing to
recruit 450,000 more.

It is foolish to say that France has
not lost more men than the nation
can spare and that her man power
has not been cruelly reduced, but It
is no less foolish to say that she
lacks the man power and the gun
power to withstand German assaults
as heavy as any she has withstood in
the past. With Britain's improved
forces and resources and with Italy's
recovered stamina our allies un-
doubtedly can hold their lines if not
beat the enemy this year,

In showing that France is not
teeble we do not mean to say that
she can maintain successful warfare
agalnst powerful forces indefinitely.
nor that the United States should not

at any meal and then dosen't eat it

not in the battle zone made it cer-y

ude !

AGAINST TILLMAN AND BLEASE.

1

rMeLnurin Gives Out Open Letter on
i Political Situation.

Editor Yorkville Enquirer:

! 1 tuke this method of reaching the
‘warious people who Dby petition and
letters have requested me to become a
candidate for governor. | promiscd
them an answer dJduring the present
month. At this time 1 feel that 1 can
perform a better service by announc-
ing clearly my political views, than by
becoming a candidate for governor. It
is probable after 1 do that many who

1o
lwould have supported me will not do

80 and that conditions will make it best
;that 1 should not run for office, It is
Il-\'uh-m that factional lines are to be
drawn in the senatorial race, and while
1 believe that 1 could be elected by
':u\‘oldlruz this issue, 1 do not want office
con these terms. 1 have given the mat-
Cor eas s ul thought and I want every-

L N
body to know o 3f0re hand just how |
warehouse

stand. In order to get i
Ihill made o law 1 had to reckon “.:..h
the veto power of the governor, and
without the assistance of the faction
then In power 1 could not have moved
a step. 1 have always recognized this
obligntion and do not Intend to forget
it. I would like to be In a position
while I yet have the mental and phy-
sical strength to further develop the
sticle warchouse system by establish-
ing direet sales. 1 would also like to
organize the machinery for state in-
surnnee, not only for cotton but other
property. | would like to see a budget
svstem for appropriations so as to fix
individual responsibility for the waste
of tax money, such as s now going on
in South Carolink,. 1 have muade up
my mind, however, that I am not going
to keep my mouth shut nor compromise
my convietions for the sake of any of-
tiee on earth,  Should 1 go on the
stump  this summer | shall unhesi-
tatingly say that | regard the clection
of either Ex-Governor Blease or Sena-
tor Tillman as a stupendous  blunder,
So Gir as the state s concerned it will
estubilish more.  tlrmly than  ever the
present Tactional lines, and whoever s
cleetd governor will necessarily have
to line up on one side or the other.
This | absolutely refuse to do. Outside
of the local issue the consequences are
more fur reaching. The attitude of
Governor Blease before the war  has
been bitterly  hostlle to  the present
Federal  administration.  Everybody
who knows him, understands his at-
titude towards the questions relating
to the war, and that  he will go any
length, once he has  the power, to
obstruct the policles of Woodrow Wil-
He iy bold and has great abllity
in certain lines, his advent into the
senate would  greatly strengthen La-
Follette and a “little group of willful
senntors” who are doing all in thelr
power to hamper the conduct of a war
upon whose result depends the future

BUn.

puign speeches and dodge this lssue, 1
cannot by silence make myselfl a party
to a nationul calamity of this char-
acter, Senator Tillman s Incapacitat-
ed by physical weakness for the siren-
uous work now required. 1 am glad
to be able to say that I am sincerely
sorry for this, and in spite of the un-
just treatment that 1 recelved at his
hands, were he physically fit to per-
form the dutics, 1 would rise above
personal resentment and say that he
should b left where he is. This talk
about “dying In harness” is all rot. A
sroken down horse “dying In harness"
is eruclty to animals; it Is more merci-
ful to loose the traces, knock off the
shoes and turn him out In the pasture
to ruminate on things that have been,
and are to be, Il takes a strong horse
to tote his side of the singletree In
these perllous days. It is unfair to the
balance of the team when the load in
heavy nnd the puce so fast, to be
handicapped by  Hog Spavin  and
Heaves in an old horse which wont
work at all unless he Is In the lead.
The work Is too heavy now for a spike
team though that is better than a horse
that wont even try to pull, bites his
mate and kicks at everything In sight.
| mm not going to help harness either
team, What is the use, one horse I8
!not able and the other will not pull a
Flomt with Weodrow Wilson as a driver,
and we can't get a new driver (even if
lwe wanted to) for the next two years.

It Is & bad plan anyway when you have
to change drivers to suit a horse. My
lexperience is that a horse more In-
(terested in kicking the driver off (he
;m-nt than in pulling the load wont
work with any driver, and will miaks
‘every horse in the team balky befors
he Is through. Then toe we now need
|gattling guns instead of old rusty
|worn out piteh forks. I know this
letter will offend many of my friends
and | regret it from the bottom of my
‘heart, but if they live long encugh they
will sec that | am right as they have
'found out heiore when they differed
1wilh me. 1 am saying what I feel to
ihc my duty, and if every political
friend I have turns against me it will
not he the first time that a sense of
duty has left me alone, without a party
or political faction. I feel that I am
capable of rendering good service to
the people of South Carolina but I am
not golng to dodge as important an
igsue in order to obtain political sup-
port. I am In the middle of the road
unfettered by factional allgnment of
any kind. Those who desire to be of
real service to South Carolina must be
courageous and unselfish or our petty
factional squabbles will continue to
make us the laughing stock of the na-
tion. Respectfully,
John L. McLaurin.

Bennettsville, 8. C., Jan. 27,

|

The house on Monday adopted a con-
current resolution Inviting ex-Presi-
dent Taft to address the general as-
sembly during his visit to Camp Jack-
son, next week.

-

The lower house has passed and sent

necessary to assure early victory.
A just view of French strength and
resources does not in any degree di-
minish the necessity and the obliga-
tion resting upon us to intensify our

speed preparations to put effective
forces in the fleld. Our strength is|to the senate a bill providing for the
needed at the earliest possible mo- 1 physical examination of school
ment to support the hard fghting|children.
forces of France and Britain and
Italy and to supply the superiority -

The farmers’ Secret Association will

hold its semi-annual meeting at Mount
Pisgah, Kershaw county, on SBaturday,
February 9.

efforts to become quickly a pot

snd deciding factor in the fleld.
What France, Britain and Italy have
Aone and are doing under tremen-
deous strain should stimulate us to
intense endeavor to do our paurt and
to end the destructive conflict—S8t
Louis Post-Dispatch.

The National Councll of Women,
meeting in Washington for war work,
embraces 27 national woman's organ-
fzations representing 7,000,000 Ameri-
Ccan women.

not only of Ax ., but mankind
tmrw'ﬂ'ﬂﬂ'*W. u o o




