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CHAPTER VI

e had stopged and was standing
face 1o with Eleanor. He had
been wholly unconscious of whert he
was koing, and, recialled to hinsell by
the unexpected encounter, luoked up.
to find himself in the center ol the
shopping  district, which he  had
reached on his way homeward.

She was coming out of a store, and
going, evidently, toward the cab which
wis waiting aguainst the strect curb.
They almost ran into each other
mechantcally,

Lace

Murk lifted his  hat
amsl thought she was ubout to puass,
but suddenly she took him by the

arm, and looked at him virnestly, ex-
tremse concern upon her fave,

“What's the matter, Unele Moark?”
whie asked,  “You're ill—you're louking
trightfully HL™

“Well, its a pretty hot day,” sald
Maurk.

“y s, but you can stand heat, Unele
Mark. You don't luuk fit to be around.
low long have you been ill, and huve
lwen working all the time, anmd
why duln't you send for me?  You
know  how  buadly you've treated me,
Unche Mark., As long as | thought you
conldn't bv bothered with me B dido’t
citre, bt now that  you're  Hl-—yon
sham't bee ill, Uncle Mark!™

“I'monot 11, Eleanor,” said
trying to smile,

“Then why haven't you been to see
us? Huave sou torgotten our talk that
night?  What's the reason? Tell me!™

sYour futher keeps our noses 1o The
grimdstone, Elvanor”

“That Isn't true, please
play with mwe as il I woere i child, Cap-
tin Walluee, Come, get into this vith
at once! 1 am golng to take you home
and have Mrs. Howard look after you
till you are better.  O—you are laugh-
ing!"

It was rather a grim jest to Mark,
but it veenrred to him that it would
help to alicnate Eleanor, sShe  drew
away “rom him and looked ut him
with thuse keen, scrutinizing eyes that
had in some measure discomfited him
at the Misses Harpers' school,

“Unele Mark, you shan’t make me
at the end of

ruu

Mark,

and don’t

angry,” said the girl,
her seruting, “You are unjust to e,
amd you sre more unjust to yoursell,
I'm going to make Colonel Howard
give you a holiday from that wretched
oitice during the hot  weather, amd
you're coming to stay with us—oh, 1
BIRINE tO yOu now, Pat
I mean what 1 say.”
she stamped her foot
and it was very hard to laugh

indignantly.
Just

then.

“Uncle Mark,” she pleaded relent -
ing, “do tell me why you are neting
80 horribly when Lo only thinking
of you. IU's just the wuy You et
that other night until we zol 1o un

And tell me why
It isn't just
woere really

derstand each other,
you haven't come o us
negleet, because Il you
tired of us you would have come out
of politeness.  Won't you be as you
were that night, Uncle Mark?  Like
the Captain Wallace 1 have remem-
bered and thought about?

“\Well, Eleanor, the truth is,” sald
Mark, “the work at the office has just
about tuken it all out of me. And then
in Iy position, of course there are

visits that 1 must pay.”
sOf course,” sald  Eleanor  iron-
jeally.  “Go on, Uncle Mark, | shull

sev through you presently.”

“Hut 1 have been meaning to visit
you soon.  Only, you know, 1 am not
In fny sense your guardinn now, and
want me to b

g0, Eleanor, if xou
frank, it is o little unreasonable ol
sou to put forward my duties in that
respect when | have no compensi-
tions.”

She started, “You mean that you
didn't want to come ™ she ashed,

1 «id want to, But 1 have so mand
duties—"

“rhank you,  That's quite  enough,

Captain Wallnce, My conduet in in-
truding on such a busy man has been
quite Inexcusable. Good Jday. Captain
Wallace!™

She made a mocking little bow
went towird her eab, She stopped
looked back. The brief anger
ended. But Muark was already
from that Intolerable Interview
stumbling homeward,

He let himself in, wrote out his re-
signation and malled it. Then, teeling
frev (rom the past, he began to go
through his things, packing his trunk
and suitease. He had nearly finished
before he wondered why he was Jdoing
this, and what his plans were to be.

For the first time he began 10 re-
flect that his means of livelihood had
been cut  away from him.  He had
only a few hundred dollars in  the
world, scant savings acquired during
his desert services. And he was
civilian!

It affected him extraordinarily. Of
a sudden the man, used to the com-
mand of men, felt as helpless as a
child.

He picked up a copy of the Star and
looked through the “Help Wanted”
advertisements. It was odd how many
jobs there were that a man could AN
vet he could fill none of them.

And he found himself wondering
grimly whether the eternal “Young
Man Wanted” who was to “work up”
could be a man very, very late in his
thirtles.

No, the army, which had been his
master for twenty years, still held
him fast. He could not conceive any
post that was not an army one. He
thought over the possibilities of a ca-
roer.  Of course there were the South
American republics—but a man of
thirty-five and more has lost the in-
stinct for aimless adventuring. There
was the northwest police—but he
would probably be required to for-
swear his nationality. There were va-
rious police services west of the Mis-
sissippl. But there was the great war,
ever drawing nearer and nearer to
America. A war of specialists, A war
of chance. He felt that he could
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country n
men

neither  forswear  his
leave her, so long as trained
might be Uncle Sam’s “"Help Want-
ed.”

As he paced his room, pondering
over the situation, it seemed to him
that the key to the mystery lay with
Hartley., Even yct he had not allowed
himself to believe Kellerman a traitor.
But it was essentlal that he should
find Hartley, and insist upon a confes-
sion, both of his motives in watching
the colonel's house, and of those that
had brought him to the war depart-
ment.

Suddenly the telephone interrupted
his meditations, A woman's volee at
the other end way asking for him.

“Are you quite sure you are Captain
Mirk Wallaee? It inguired, when b
had stated his ldentity.

“f am as sure as [ have ever been”
answered Mark.

“Ah, now 1 recognize you," sald the
strange voice In a merry ripple  of
laughter. “And you don't know who
I am?

“Ir yon will state your name—" he-
gan Mark paticntly.

“Someone who Knows that you are
in trouble and wants to help you. I'm
afradd you won't let me,  You seernel
to b prejudiced against me when we
met before. Well, 1 am Ada Kenson”

Mark uttered an angry explanation,
which he Instantly  checked.  This
might prove the Key that he was sock-
ing.

“What was that you sald?" inquived
the volce,

“1 beg your purdon, What is it that
yvou want me to de?" asked Mark.

“Come to my house at nine o'clock
tonight, unless you are afrald. You
will meet nobody but me”

It had been in Mark's mind to look
for Hartley in that neighborhood.

“What do you say, Captain Wal-
lnce? I can help you very much in-
deed, and perhaps put things right for
you. I am in a position to know &
good deal of what is happening be-
hind the scenes.”

Mark felt his brain grow as cool as
jce.  “I'll come, Mrs. Kenson,” he an-
swered crisply, and hung up the re-
celver.

He consoled himsell with the reflec-
tion that he had, at least, nothing to
lose, He waited calmly for the ap-
pointment, and arrived outside the

] ] [y AS NO SIEN
of Hartley in the neighborhood.

At his ring, Mrs. Kenson herself
opened the door, smiled, and showed
him into a well furnished little parlor,
The house seemed to contain nobody
else.  If Mrs, Kenson's place was, as
Hartley had said, one of the fashion-
alile gambling houses of Washington,
there was nothing to reveal the foet,

And bevond the fact that thelr for-
mer meeting had been a distinetly un-
pleasant one, there was” nothing  in
Mrs. Kenson's appearnnce 1o arouse
antngonism, She scemed a well-bired,
rather attractive woman approaching
middle age, quletly dressed, and of
quict, If cosmopolitan manner.

“sjt down, Captain Wallnce,”
said, Indicating a chair.

Mark hesitated; Mrs. Kenson notod
his hesitation instantly, and he was
conseclous of it. There was the trace
of a lurking smile upon her face. A
moment later they were both scated,
and Mark was realizing that he would
have to revise his opinions of his com-
panion.

“your'll wonder who T am and why
I asked you to come here” sald Mrsa
Kenson. “Well, I happen to Kknow
quite a good deal ahbout you, Captain
\Wallace. All your history, In fact,
from the time you entered  West
Point. It is part of my business to
know these things."

Mark bowed and waited, expecting
something sensational. He was aston-
ished beyond his expectation, howevs
er, by Mrs, Kenson's next words,

“Your long and distasteful stay in
the west, Captain Wallace, was not
wholly the fortune of the military
service” she sald. "It was expedient
that you should stay there, on account
of your unfortunate mistake in adopt-
ing the late Charles Hampton's child.”

Mark rose in protest, collected him-
self, and sat down again.

“In fact, dear Captain Wallace, you
have been the victim of circum-
stances,” went on  Mrs, Kenson. “1
suppose you know that the world has
changed a good deal during your fir-
teen vears of exile? Well, this war.
for example. It's a shocking rever-
sion to barbarism, the nations flying
at each other's throats, when their dif-
ficultles could have been adjusted by
a little frank diplomacy. It was a great
blow to the financial Interests that are
working to reconcile the nations and
to develop the world's resources, They
would do all possible to end it. T am
working for them here. I am not tell-
ing you any secret, Captaln Wallace.
Washington

she

because  everybody In
knows it. I represent the interna-
tional peace committee, and I have

quite a good deal of influcnce among

the senators and representatives—
principally the western ones, Cap-
tain.”

The frankness and audacity of the
disclosure astounded Mark. So this
was one center of “they,” as Colonel
Howard had called the nucleus of Teu-
tonic sples and agents in America.

“We are trying our hardest to pre-
vent America from being dragged into
this maelstrom,” continued Mra. Ken-
son. “You, Captain Wallace, were un-
fortunate enough to be working on the
other side. And—I'm sorry, but a little
trap was laid for you and Kellerman.
You walked right into it. Major Kel-
lerman, who Is a very good friend of
mine, acted in complete good faith.
Don't blame him. Don't blame your-
self, Don't blame that wretched fel-
low who came here the other night
to blackmail me. It was inevitable.
You see, when you adopted Hampton's

of noose about your neck. There was
the possibility of vour coming Into con-
tnet with Humpton's friends. The sya-
tem is widespread, you know, and quite
So—you had to go

twenty rears old,
woealt,

“Now, Captain Wallace, I'm a frank
woman, and I'll put my proposition to
you. You don't want to sec Major
Kellermaun walk off with that pretty
ward of yours, do you? And you can't
marry  her without a little money,
Well, you could be very useful to us
in many ways. Would you, without
sacrificing your patriotism or reveal-
ing any seerets, become o salarled
worker of our organization?

Mark stood up, trembling,  “I—don't
quite understand,” he said huskily:
and the pleture of Eleancor in Keller-
man's arms at the dance swam before
his cyes. “What I8 it you want me to
do?"

“Use your Influence and army
knowledge In our behalf. That little
affalr of today will svon he forgotten.
And we'll help you to put Kellerman
out of business.”

“Why?

“Never mind why!" cried Mrs. Ken-
son furlously, rising to her feet and
confronting him with a livid face. At
that moment Mark thought she looked
ten years older.

“You ask me to become a German
spy

“Don't be absurd, my dear captain,
Who ever suggested such a thing?"

“That's what it amounts to.”

“a little influence on biehall of hu-

manity."”
“No!'" shouted  Mark, gulte heshde
himself, "You're infamous. You ought

to be put out of the country:

He strode indignantly  toward  the
door. It was not until he had left the
room that he realized how strong had
been his temptation.

The electrie light In the passage had
gone out., The room grew dark behind
him, He groped his way toward the door

Suddenly o vivid light flashed hefore
his eyes, He heard, though he felt no
puin, the impact of a hard weapon
upon the back of his hewd. lle flung
out hisz hands and grappled with a
maun,  In the uplifted hand he felt a
heavy stick with a knobbed handle.

He believed his assailunt to be Kel-
lerman, and, half unconsclous as he
was, he fought madly, But the man,
Kollerman or not, was more than a
match for him. For a few moments
they wrestlod Turiously: then the other
got his urm free and brought down the
stick upon Mark's head again. And
this time the light faded Into black-
ness,

(To Be Continued.)

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF FOCH

French General Understands War
Game Thoroughly.

“jencral Foch does not sacrifice
his own men,” the officer replied.
“He sacrifices the Germans."”
Then he told me a story,
“In another secfor during a battle
not long ago,” he sald, “the colonel
commanding a certaln regiment that
was supposed to advance in confor-
mation with the general plan tele-
phoned (o the regiments on his right
and left and found that they had not
advanced because the wire entangle-
ments in front of them had not been
cut.  So this colonel remained In the
trenches, A little  later  the brigade
commander telephoned to know if the
colomel had  advanced. He explained
why he huad not—because the regi-
ments  on each side of him could not
move and If he went forward, he
would be in the air and unsupported.

“'You must go forwari,' the gen-
‘Tt is orders.’

“The colonel telephoned agaln to
the regiments beslde him and re-
mained In  his trenches. Once more
the brigade commander ordered him
forward.
wot isorders, the general sald again.

A third time the colonel was or-
dered forward and he had to take
his men out of the trenches. He took
them to the crest of the hill in front
of them, where they walted all day
for the others to join them, and at
nightfall retired to their trenches. Al-
though this was accomplished so
skilfully that there was but a single
pasualty —one  corporal wounded,
whom the ecolonel, himself, carried
back to the trenches on his shoulders
—a great risk had been run for a
wasted movement,

“Such a performance would be in-
conceivable under General Foch. He
would have known whether the wire
was cut in front of all the regiments,
and the orders for that regiment to
advance would never have been given
unless the others could have support-
ed It. Genernl Foch makes war a
formidable thing for the enemy, but
his men know that he never sacrifices
them needlessly.”

Another tradition is that in a
battle General Foch always goes on
the flelds himself. This, doubtless
arose at the battle of the Marne,
when twice the French center was
driven back very nearly to the
chitenu where the general had his
headquarters. 1 asked about this,
also.

“It Is ridiculous,” replied the offi-
cer, ™o think that General Foch
would Le so unconscientious as to Bo
to a loophole in the first line trenches
just to see 50 yards of Germans.”

The officer guve me a description of
the scene, when General Foch, com-
mands an army in battle.

“General Foch is to be found In
the big room at his headquarters, dur-
ing a battle,” the officer sald. “He
stands before a large scale map with
a pencil in his hand and the tele-
phone recelver at his ear. His stafl
stands in a semi-circle behind him.
There is perfect silence and the only
movement is of the general's pencil
on the map as he follows the battle
and ponders the details of the district
where the fighting is in progress.

“He has two gestures. One Is per-
and It i= his hand
rising to his mustache to tugat it
slowly and strongly. The other Is to
wave back into his place in the semi-
cirele an officer who has come in and
made his report. This is a true plcture
of General Foch commanding in & bat-
tle, and the thing that is most impres-
sive is the utter stillness as the semi-
circle of officers watches the general
before the map."—Fred B. Pitney In

eral said.

daughter you unconsciously put a sort  Leslie’s.

AMERICANS VS. GERMANS

Through Acid Test Without Any
.~ Hllaching

SPLENDID CONDUCT' IN BATTLE.

Here is a Thrilling Account that an
Eye Witness Has Told About the
‘First Encounter the Sammies Had
With the Fritzes.

In  American Trenches in France,
April 10.—(Controle American.)—I
have just come through the most
thrilling experience of my life.

Mingling and touching shoulders
with our American troops in thelr
first line trenches, I have seen them
shatter their German enemies and
carry to a brilliant conclusion the
Liggest military operation yet B&t-
tempted by the American army In
France.

It will always be one of my most
cherished memories that T was privi-
leged to observe with my own eyes
the behavior of American troops In
their first big “acld test."

And of added Interest is the fact
that many of the boys whom I bade
(iodspeed as they went over the top
with thelr bayonets fixed are lads
known since they wore knee pants.

Will the Amerlcan army in France
made good? Is the American soldler
destined to outstrip the fighters of
all other nations in coolness, dash
and bravery?

The answer is to be found In the
simple narrative I'm going to Bive
of what I heard and saw.

L ]

For some tlme a German eallent
opposite a part of the American front
had been a source of constant danger
and annovance to our troops. The lo-
catlon of the sallent was such that it
afforded unusual opportunities for
hid snipers and machine gunners, who
had, for days, been popping away at
every Amerlean head that showed it-
sclf above the top of the trenches.

It was decided that the salient must
be wiped out.

S0 great was the pressure from
officers and men of all the units com-
prising the regiments designated to
mike the attack, that it was thought
hest to permit every company to con-
tribute its quota to the attacking
purty. But even then difficulties
arose, because company commander
after commander found every man in
his organization stepping to the front
when volunteers were called for. In
muny cases, the attackers were chos-
en by lot.

The day of the attack was bright
and sunshiny, and the warmth of an
early spring had sent the army over-
coats to cover and everybody was out
of doors enjoying the fine weather.
I had stood, the day before,

q

had watched one company quota af-
ter another march by in informal re-
view before him and the rest of the
regiment, on their way to a little vil-
lage just back of the lines where they
were to meet and be welded into one
attacking force.

I inve never seen any soldlers In
finer fettle than they. Every man
among them was proud and cocky
to be n member of the first “over the
top” party; and s they marched
along most of them whistled or sang
patriotie songs,

L

pawn the next day found our “over
the top” men in their places In the
first lines. Then came the long hours
of waiting for the attack to begin.

They were to go over the tops In
broad day light, after the artillery had
succeeded In pulverizing the German
trenches, plll-boxes and machine gun
complacements.

1 had made my way Into the trench-
¢s shortly after the noon hour and as
I pussed from place to place there was
hardly a face that was able to hide
signs of extreme nervousness. There
were frequent attempts at levity, but
1 noticed that very few of the jokes
zot a “hand.”

Nearly every officer und man was
smoking.

Soon a colonel came through the
trenches, stopping a moment or so to
sy a few words to every Eroup that
he met.

Nowhere had I seen such Intimate
fellowship beiween officer and men.
The boys crowded around him and
eagerly drank in his every word. It
was easy to see that he had their en-
tire confidence and that he was a
popular leader with them. )

“Here Is wheré we show 'em what
we're made of, boys,” he saild & num-
ber of times. “The whole world I8
going to know what we do this af-
ternoon.”

L

A captain stepped up to him and
said:

“Is it true, colonel, that you are go-
ing over the tops with ua?"

“It I8, replied the colonel, quietly.

“But, colonel,” protested the cap-
tain, “you have no right to risk your
life in this fashion.”

“I'm not thinking or concerned
with that side of it, captain. What
1 do know is that this attack must
be made a success, We can’t afford
to start off with a fall-down. I'm
golng over the top ahead of you and
your men, because 1 want you all to
realize the importance of success.”

L

Not very many minutes after this,
our artillery, hidden In woods and
gullles and under camouflage be-
hind our line, opened wup. At first,
the firing was desultory, but as the
German guns began to reply, our
own increased the Intensity of their
fire until there was nothing but one
long deafening roar, louder, from time
to time, as the biggest calibres sent
their enormous shells screeching and
singing over our heads toward the en-
emy trenches some 300 yards In front

of us.
DR

I thought I had seen viclent bom-
bardments in front of Dixmude, up
in Belgium, last fall, when in the
course of a single day 17,000 shells
were exchanged; but that firing was
nothing in Intensity to what I wit-
nessed on the American front

In the small space of 30 minutes,
during the battle our scorss of guns
poured more than 10,000 shells into
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these German trenches and strong-
holds, And the fire was kept up
without a second’'s pause, for more
than four hours!

In our trenches, the initial nervous-
ess of our men soon wore away, and
they secttled down to their jobs with
the seriousness of veterans. Then it
was that I had a good chance to study
them,

L

Folks at home, I never realized
until then that our wars are not
fought by mature men, but by mere
boys. Of course, our new conscript
army will be older, but in the Amer-
ltan lines with me today Was many a
lad who s yet to celebrate his twenti-
¢th birthday.

Beardless volunteers they were ev-
cryone of them; strong limber, clean
cut American boys from high schools
and factorles and offices, most of
whom could have stayed out of this
war, but who had come In because
thelr velns pulsated with real, red
blood, and .he spirit of adventure

and fight stirred their entire beings.
LR 5

A boy I had known for years came
hurrying along, saying as he passed
me:

“Bllly Smith just went over. Got
it in the head from a machine gun.”

I had known Billy for a fine, big,
jovial fellow. His entire company will
mourn his loss,

More than one boy looked at his
wrist watch us the minute approach-
«d to go over the top. But the Amer-
lean artillery fAre only increased In
volume and everybody began to won-
der If it would stop.

“What will we do If it hasn't stop-
ped when the time comes to go over,”
a captair asked of a colonel.

“Why go right on over,”

onel answered,
L

Five minutes before the leap, ev-
ery man was ready to climb out of
the trenches.

Not one out of ten of the entire
outfit was showing a trace of mer-
yousness now. They all seemed re-
licved by the thought that in o few
minutes the terrible shelling would
stop,

+ Exaetly on the second,
tillery quit firlng.

And at the same instant every man
went over the top!

To me, peering after them the
German trenchea seemed at just that
minute, miles away.

Practleally every German gun had
becn silenced now, and I could make
out clearly our men dodging across
No Man's Land toward the enemy
trenchea.

1 went down Into the post dugout

the col-

the ar-

where, I knew, all reports would be
rushed by couriers.
Before the first courler arrived,

ockets had gone up from the Ger-
mp trenches.

MUST FACE THE FACTS

Soldlers To Fight and Others to
Vork.

THE FATE OF ALL IN THE BALANCE

-—

This is No Time for Useless Waste—
The Eight Hour Day Should Be
Suspended During the Period of the
War—Those at Home Must Fill
Gaps Left by Those Gone to the
Front.

Manufacturers' Record.

At least 8,000,000 to 10,000,000 able-
bodied men who have been producers,
should be called from business activi-
tles into the army, for we should cre-
ate as rapldly as possible an army of
at least 5,000,000 soldlers for fighting
in France, and at least 3,000,000 to
5,000,000 more should be trailned In
this country to take the place of those
who are now golng over, thus with-
drawing from business activities of
the farm and the factory and the
store 8,000,000 to 10,000,000 of men.
We must also turn Into munition-
making and like activities millions
who must produce the things that are
needed for war. Thus there will be
brought about an enormous labor
shortage In the country. There will be
a great famine In farm labor, In fac-
tory labor and In all other kinds of
work. '

Unless the young and the old who
are not called into camp as soldlers
and the laboring men not drafted for
army service enormously increase
their productive work, we shall have
a labor shortage which will mean u
lengthened war,

The responsibility of increasing the
Inbor potentinlity of the country rests
upon every man and woman In it. We
must cut out a great amount of lahor
now done by men, and put them Into
productive labor, It would be crimi-
nal to permit 500,000 men to continue
to produce and handle the liguor trade
of the country, It would be criminal
to continue on the golf courses of the
country the thousands of men and
boys who are used as caddies. The
golfer must learn to carry his own
sticks or not to play. It would be
eriminal to permlit able-bodied men,
white or black, to do a great deal of
the interlor work such as they now
do as hotel waiters, and In other ca-
pacities which can be done by women.
Moreover, we must all learn to con-
serve labor as well as food, and we
have no right to expect of hotels the
prompt service of bell boys and walit-
ers, to which we have been accus-
tomed in the past. We must learn to
depend upon oursclves to a larger
extent than herctofore,

Men must be released from em-
ployment ln many directions In order
that they may be turned into pro-
ductive actlvities

merican rockets
and they meant that our troops had
gained thelr first objective.

The first courier stumbled breath-
less, hatless and perspiring Into the
dugout, and saluted the offlcer in
charge:

“Sir,” he panted, “we are In their
trenches. Our artillery hag pounded
their wires and dugouts all to hell—
excuse me, sir—all to pieces; we've
captured some prisoners who threw
up their hands and surrendered long
before we got to them. The rest of
the Germans ran away and have re-
tired to thelr fourth line of defense.
We're now blowing up the rest of
dugouts, Only two of our men have
been killed. From the looks of things
I guess we've killed a lot of the
enemy.”

And so it went for the next hour.
Every courler brought good news.
There hadn't been a hitch anywhere
in the Amerlcan plans, and every-
thing had gone off like clockwork.

The enemy, who had been taught
to eneer at the American army, had
run away, refusing to stay and meet
our boys, bayonet to bayonet.

THE PRAYERTOF THE BELL

People of Verbena, Alabama, Have
Adopted Pretty Custom.

There's a little town about 60 miles
south of Birmingham on the Loulsville
and Nashville called Verbena. The
town s well named. It Is redolent ol
the old-fashioned southern flower. It
is peopled by simple farm folk. Somne
substantial citizens of Montgomery
keep summer homes there.

There are few sounds about the
place. An occasional mule team rat-
tles down a red clay road drawing an
empty wagon to the general slorea or
bumps pleasantly back toward the
Chilton county hills, Occasionally a
gentle wind causes the leaves of the
oak trees that shade the town to sigh
one of those sighs of content that men
breathe after a good meal or a good
germon, or a well rendered plece of
musie,

It's as peaceful a place as can be
found in Alabama or any other place.
It might well have been modeled after
Goldsmith's “"Sweet Auburn.”

But there's a new sound there now.
It is the Angelus of Strife, It calls
the people of Verbena not only to
worshlp Lut to deeds.

Every afternoon at 6 o'clock the
bell of the Verbena church rings. It
continues to ring for two minutes,
and while its brazen song ls lifted the
people of Verbena stand and pray.

With heads uncovered and howed,
each man, each woman, each child,
each saint and each sinner, repeats
these words:

“God bless our president, our sol-
diers and the natlon, and gulde them
to victory.”

When the sound begins, the ob-
servance of its call Is universal. Men
halt in the street. Wagons are pulled
up on the road. Women rise from
their knitting or pause In the cook-
ery, for they have early suppers In
Verbéna. The plowman halts his work
and each repeats the prayer.

Verbena calls it “The Prayer of the
Bell” snd it is sald that men who
have never bieem known ‘to pray be-
fore, answer Iits call dutifully.—
‘Springfleld Republican.
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@ fleid and In the office work which
murt be performed.

The man who Insists upon the elght-
hour day merely because through the
power of a union organization he has
been able to force the elght-hour day
on the country Is not doing his duty
to the soldler who I8 risking his life.

The laboring men of the country
owe It to the soldlers and to civiliza-
tion to Increase thelr hours of Ilabor
instead of trylng to decrease them.

The elght-hour day for labor at the
present time Is an outrage upon every
soldler who I8 risking his life and
who ls working from twelve to fifteen
hours a day under the most trying
conditions, exposed to all the hard-
ships of the camp and trenches in or-
der to save the labor and the labor-
er's family from the ruthless harbar-
ism of Germany. We cannot sec how
an honest-minded laborer can possi-
bly get the consent of hils conscience
In the sight of God and mankind to
be willlng to work only elght hours a
day in this terrific hour of sacrifice

The farmer and his employes gener-
erully work from sunrise to sunset,
and, traveling in the south recently,
we have seen men ploughing up to
7.830 and 8 o'clock at night, though
they had started their work at 6
o'clock In the morning. These men
are working long hours, and doing
their utmost to increase the output of
foodstuffs in order that the mechanic
und the clerk and all others may be
Llsaved from starvation, but the me-
chanles, gladly getting the benefit of
the long hours of farm labor, are, to
a large extent, refusing to work more
than eight hours a day, and when
they work longer than that they are
demanding pay over and above the
regular rate per hour., These men
have not yet learned the seriousness
of the situation. This war has not
yet burned itself deep Into thelr souls.
Their leaders are using this war situ-
ation for the purpose of trying to
fasten on the world a shorter labor-
ing day without regard to the cost in
lives that this conditlon now must
work.

We belleve that President Wilson
himself has a duty to perform by
publicly appealing, if necessary, over
and over again, to the laboring men
of the country to lengthen their hours
of work, and to recognize that while
they arc being saved from the dangers
of the battlefleld they are proving
recreant to their responsibilities by
reducing their hours of labor and
constantly striking over some trifling
question, The present situation Is a
reflection upon the integrity and hon-
esty of heart of the laboring people
of this country. We believe they
have been unwisely led by self-seek-
ing agitators and officlals who feel that
their only hope of retalning thelr do-
mination over labor Is to constantly
fight to create on the part of laborers
a demand for shorter hours of labor.

There may be justification for a
fight such as this under some con-
ditions in peace times. We know that
no great and successful man ever won
his way by limiting his labor to eight
hours a day; neverthcless, we are wil-
ling to grant in peace times the right
of labor to reduce its time to eight
hours if need be. But this is not a
time of peace; It is a time of un-
spenkable war, of unvoiceable woe
and agony, of suffering such as the
world never knew, and at such A
time as this every latent power of
manhood and womanhood should be
quickened into a living, burning pat-

of labor is helping to Increase the
number of deaths of our soldiers, and
every organization which collectively
or individually brings on n strike of
laborers is lengthening the war and
adding enormously ‘o the number of
men who must suffer the agonies of
the hattlefield and death itself,

If President Wilson would take this
stand before the public, not once
only, but repeatedly, and urge these
facts, for facts they are, upon the peo-
ple of the country, we do not belleve
It would be possible for labor unions
to justify themselves in thelr own
consclence for reducing the hours of
labor.

We belleve, on the contrary, that
there i{s enough of manhood and pa-
triotlsm in the laboring people of
this country, when once they fairly
understand the issue, to voluntarily
Increase their hours of labor. If we
dld not have this faith In the laboring
men of America we would feel that
there was but little hope for the fu-
ture of a country where millions of ite
able-bodled citizens such as our la-
boring people, were wholly unwlilling
to sacrifice something for the soldlers
who were dylng to save their fami-
lies, while they earned larger wages
than ever before In their lives, and
carned every week far more than the
soldier is pald per month,

These facts should be published by
every paper in America, and relternt-
ed over and over again. They should
be proclalmed by every public man
who has the natlon’s welfare at heart,
and who I8 willing to tell the truth
to the publie, even If, temporarily, he
loses a few votes thereby,

Have we in public life men of suf-
ficient integrity, men who dare to go
contrary to the present attitude of a
lnrge Lody of people and preach this
doctrine, that the laboring man of the
country should by longer hours fill up
the vacuum created by the millions of
men drawn Into our armics?

Upon the answer to this question
may reat the future of all civilization.

JAPAN AND THE ALLIES
Flowery Kingdom Has Been True to
Her Undertakings
The action of Japan in landing
troops at Viadivostok to protect her
interests and those of the Allies has
called out varying comment. There
Is & considerable hostility to Japan in
this country which begets suspicion of
everything she does. The opposition
of the trades unions of San Francisco
and other west coast cities and of the
furmers of California, due to fear of
local Japanese «(ompetition, has been
given nutional importance by attempts
through state legislation to viclate the
treaty rights of Japanese aliens resl-
dent on the coast. Race prejudice in
our people has been fanned by the un-
fair and bitter
ponsible newspapers. To this has
been added ike sincere feeling of dis-
trust of Japan among American
friends of China, who credit Japanese
statesmen with the desire to control
"hinese politics, business and develop-
ment for the benefit of Japan. On the
other hand, the unfortunate race
troubles in California, especlally In
respect of allen land holding and use
of schools and the not wholly satis-
factory solution of them, have served
to confirm In the minds of the Japanese
people a growing conviction of the un-
friendliness of America toward them.
By action and reaction, the anclent
bond of warm friendship between the

two peoples hus been weakened.

The warnings of Mr, Hobson against
the danger of Japanese attack upon us
have been glven more attention than
they deserve. The senate of the Unit-
ed States dignified them by & resolu-
tion directed against supposed Japan-
cse plotting for a foothold at Maglale-
na Bay, when there was no basis at all
for the suggestion. The Zimmermann
letter to Mexico, Inviting her Lo secure
Japan's assistance In attacking the
United States on her southern border
and taking Texas, Arizona and New
Mexico, fed fuel to the embers of sus-
picion, From time to time the public
has been regaled with the suggestion
that Japan, violating her express
treaty obligation to England and her
obligation of honor to all her Allles
In this war, would combine with Ger-
many and make a formidable combi-
nation agalnst us. Japan's fallure to
send an army to the Western front has
been emphasized as & clrcumstance
showing her unwillingness to join in
real defeat of Germany.

All these Insinuations do injustice to
Japan. Japan's attitude In respect to
China Is not unllke ours In our Monroe
Doctrine. She thinks she has a justl-
fled Interest In preventing the explol-
tatlon of China by European powers
and the establishment by them of
powerful bases of territorial control
in her Immediate neighborhood. She
seeks therefore to maintain ¢ right to
be consulted when China prop to
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Japanese immigration by withholding
consular certificates necessary for
emigrants from her country., She has
faithfully kept it. In six years the
number of Japanese male laborers in
this country was thus reduced by 15,-
000.

We do not realize how much Japan
has heiped the Allies in this war. By
her capture of the German stronghold
In China and the German Island in the
Pactfic she has cleared the Allled
traffic in that ocean from attack. She
has by her torpedo destroyers guarded
the troopships and commerce of Great
Britain from India and Australia and
from far east through the Mediterran-
e¢an. She has not sent a large army
because of the difficulty, danger and
cost of transportation and because of
her fear of the effect of such European
service on the morale of her troops.
8he has made and furnished to Rus-
sia war material essential to her cam-
paigns. She is naturally anxious to
prevent the Germans from establish-
ing. through her released prisoners
and by thelr Intrigues with the Bolahe-
vikl, & new Pacifi¢c base at Viadivostok.
2o may we and all her other Allies be
anxious. Japan finds further ground
for landing troops In Viadivostok In
her own domiclied citizens in the state
of anarchy there existing. More than
this, there are many war wsupplies
stored in Viadivostok furnished by
Japun's merchants to Russia and not
pald for. We can be confident she
will observe her honorable obligation
to retire from Vindivostok when the
Just reason for her use of force there
ceasey,

The total number of Japanese resl-
dents in this country engaged In busi-
ness or labor probably does not ex-
reed 85,000, and of these perhaps 64,-
000 are on the Pacifie coast, 10,000 In
the Hocky Mountain region and the
rest in the east. Those in California
are less than 3 per cent of the popu-
lation of the state. They are indus-
trious as farmers and laborers and
they know the value of thelr products
and their labor, They are generally
law-abiding. These facts show that
the intense feeling against them finds
little of justice to support it.

We hurt Japan's pride in refusing
Japanese residents the rights to be-
come American citizens. This is the
crux in our relations. With the num-
ber of Japanecse residents so small and
within control as It Is and with our
nuturalization restrictions as to liter-
acy and knowledge of English the Jap-
anese vote would have little weight or
danger even on the west coast. The
concession would clear all clouds be-
tween us and our Allles of the land of
the Rising Sun.—Willlam Howard Taft
in Philadelphia Ledger.

WINNING THE WAR

pts Practical Means to
Bring this Result.

On the first day of April the con-
gress of the United States did one of
the most practical things it has yet
done to win the present war. Senator

ngress

Giallinger of New Hampshire, Intro-
dueed a concurrent resolution which
was immediately passed by both

houses of congress, us follows:

“Resolved by the senate (the house
of representatives concurring), That,
it belng a duty pecullarly tncumbent
in o time of war humbly and devoutly
to acknowledge our dependence on
Almighty Giod and to Implore his ald
and protection, the presldent of the
United States be, and he s hereby,
respectfully requested to recommend &
day of public humiliation, prayer, and
fasting, to be observed by the people
of the United States with rellglous
solemnity and the offering of fervent
supplications to Almighty God for the
gafety and welfare of our cause, his
blessings on our arms, and speedy re-
storation of an honorable and lasting
peace to the nations of the earth.”

The Sunday School Times of Phila-
delphia, after passage of the above
resolution, requested statements from
various senators and representatives
in congress, Introducing Hon. W. F.
Stevenson as “one of the coming le-
gal lights In the house, though a new
member,” the Times quotes Mr. Ste-
venson as follows:

“The fact that congress unanimous-
Iy passed thls concurrent resolution ls
impressive evidence of the need of
such a day of natlonal humiliation
and fasting and prayer as is proposed,
It is indicative of the state of mind of
congress at the present time—and the
feeling in congress over the events of
the last few weeks Is much sobered. [
belleve that our country will be iIn-
volved to the extent of several millions
of men before this war ends. Surely
if we do not smash the enemy's lines
this summer there will be a call for
a million and a half more men. We
say that our bellef Is in the righte-
ousness of our cause and in our faith
in God—that we stand on the alde of
whatever Is right in national affairs;
if we really belleve what we are sdy-
ing about this, there never was a bet-
tr time to implore him for help”

PRACTICAL ECONOMIES

Some Easy Ways to Make 8avings in
the Home.

With Liberty bonds and war sav-

ing stamps and taxes of all kinds to

meet, we are all delighted to learn of

muake governmental concessions to oc-
cidental powers. In this fleld of home
action there |s ground for controversy
over the issue whether Japan Is deal-
ing justly with China and whether she
s not using duress to acquire a guard-
ianship over her inconsistent with In-
dependence. Viscount Ishil has as-
sured us that Japan is pledged to the
open door for all in trade with China,
and no specific instance of ita solu-
tion has been shown. Insisting on our
Monroe Doctrine, we must make a nice
distinction to condemn Japan's asser-
tion of a similar policy in respect to a
close and weak mneighbor who for

any r ble economies which we
can practice just as well as not. A
true economy, You know, is not going
without what we need, but it is rath-
er making the best of what we have.

Every home collects large quanti-
ties of paper. Sometimes this can be
sold, and at others part of It at least
amounts to just as much to use al
home. When the children tease for
something to do, give them a basin of
water and & bundle of newspapers.
Show them how to tear off single
sheets of newspaper, how to molsten
it thoroughly, and pack it into a tight
ball, This is really more fun than
making mud ples and not nearly so
mussy.

The balls can be tossed into & box®

and allowed to dry In the sun. They
hould be tightly wadded to be just

years has been subjected by Europ
countries to unjust pressure for con-
cesslons of territory and privileges.
Those who fear Japan's uniting with
Germany agalnst us should remember
that to Germany Japan charges her
great national 1 umiliation after she
had won the victory in her war against
China and by treaty had secured Port
Arthur. It was Germany who spoke
for the European nowers in compel-
ling Japan to give it up. Japan has
not forgotten it. In the performance
of her treaty obligations with us and
with England Japan has been scrupu-
lously honorable. In maintaining her
right to be ciassed with the great civi-
ized powers Japan has been more sen-
sitive in fulfilling her promises than
we have been In our dealing with
China. Since 1909 Japan has had with
us a gentleman's agreement, not em-
braced in formal treaty, to keep down

right. They can be burned in the
range and will give heat enough to
boil the tea kettle or to get a light
breakfast, and will take the chill from
the room if burned in the open fire-

Bave all the ends and odds of soap
from both the bath room and the
kitchen until a quantity of these has
been collected. elt them in & basin
with three times their own quantity
of water, Beat In a tablespoonful of
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