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@onbention  Documents.

Declaration of the Causes which
- Justify the Secession of South
Carolinafromthe Federal Union,

-The following report of the Committec,
of which Mr. Memminger was Chairman,
was'adopted by the Convention:

" The State of South Carolina having de-
tarmined to resume her seperate and equal
place-among nations, deems it due to her-
self, to the remaining United States of
Ameriea, and to the nation of the world,
that she should declare the causes which
have led to this act.

_In the year 1765. that portion of the
British E‘mpim embracing Great Britain,
uadertook to malke luws for the govern-
ment of that portion composcd of the thir-
3een ‘.-’g.m'crir-an Colonies. A sbroggle for
the right of self-government ensucd,which
rosulted, on the 4th July. 1776, in a Dee-
Inrfition by the Colonies, “that they are,
tind of right ought to be FREE AND IN-
DEPENDENT STATES; and that, as
frec and independent States; they have
full power to levy war, conclude peace,
contract alliances, establish commeree.ead
td do all other acts and things which in-
dependent States may of right do.”

'__'The_}' further solemnly declared that
whenever any “form of goverment be-
comes destructive of the ends for which it
was established, it is the rizht of the peo-
to'alter or abolish it, and to institute a,
new government.” Deeming the Govern-
mont of Great Britian to have become de-
structive of these ends, they declared that
the Colonies “are absolved from all allegi-
ance to the British Crown, and that all
political connectionbetween them and the
State of Great Britain is and onght to be,
totally dissolved.”

Inpursuance of this Declaration of Inde-
pendence, each of the thirteen States pro-
cgeded to excrcise its seperate sovoreign-
ty; -adopt for itself a Constitution, and
appointed officers for the administration
of government in all its departments—
Legislative, Exceutive and Judicial.  For
purposes of defenco, they united their
arms and their counsels; and, in 1778, they
entered into a Liengue known as the Ar-
ticles ‘of Confederation, whereby they
sgreed to entrust the administration of
their external relations to a common
agent, known as the Congress of the Uui-
ted States, expressly declaving, in the first
article, “that cach State retains is sover-
ignty, freedom and independence, and ev-
ery power, jurisdiction and right which is
not, by this Confederation, expressly del-
egated to the United States in - Congress
assembled.” 3
'Under this Confederation the War of
the Revolution was carried on the; 3d of
September, 1783, the contest ended,and a
definitive ‘treaty was signed by Great
Britein,in which she acknowledgzed the in-
dependence of the Coloniesin the following
terms : :

GAfrrcre 1. His Britanic Majesty ac-
knowledges the said United States, viz:
New Hampshive, Massachusetts Bay,
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.
Connecticut,New York,New Jersey.Penn-
sylyania, Delawave, Maryland, Virginia,
North Carolina, and Georgia, to be FREE,
SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT
STATHES,; that he treatswith them as

_stieh ;* and for himself, his heirs and suc-
_egssors, relinquishes all claims to the gov-
ernment, property and territorial rights
of the same, and every part thercofl”

Thus were established the two great
priveiples akserted by the Colonies, name-
lyz the right of State to wovern itsell’;
and the right of a people to abolish a Goy-
ernment when it becomes destructive of

+the ends for which it was instituted. And
concurrent with the establishment of these
gprinciples, was the fact, that cach Colony
became and was recognized by the mother
country as a FREE, SOVEREIGN AND
‘INDEPENDENT STATE.

. In 1787, deputies were appointed by the
States to revise the Articles of Confeder-
ation, and the 17th September, 1787, these
deputies recommended, for the adoption
of the States, the Articles of Union,
knowr as the Constitution of the United
States.”

The parties to whom this Constitution
was submitted were the several sovereign
States; they were to agree or disagree,
and when nine of them agreed, the com-
pact was to take effect among those con-
@urring; and the General Government as

the common agent, was then to be invest-
ed with their authority.

If only nine of the thirteen States had
coneurred, the other four would have re-
mained as they then were—seperate sov-
ercign States, independent of any of the
provisions of the Constitution. In fact,
two of the States did not accede to the
Constitution until long after it had gone
into operation among the other cleven;
and during that interval, they each exer-
cised the functions of an independent na-
tion.

By this Constitution.certainduties vere
charged on the several States.and the ex-
ercise of certain of their powers restrained,
which necessarily implied their continued
existence as sovereign States. Dut, tore-
move all doubt, an amendment. was ad-
ded, which declared that the powers not
delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the
States, are reserved to the States respec-

rerarded hy the Il:'_m-:ﬂ:l"{‘}lﬂ]{liﬂg Ht:lh.‘,ﬁlf

“and the consequence follows that South

Cavolina is released from its obligation.
The ends for which this Constitution

formn a more perfect Tnion, establish jus-
tice, insure domestic tranquility, provide
for the common defence, promote the gen.
oral welfare, and secure the blessings of
liberty to ourselves and our posterity.”

These ends is endeavored to m:t:n'ml';lisll
by a Federal Government, in which each
State was recognized as an equal, and had
seperate control over its own institutions.
The right of property in slaves wils rec-
ognized by giving to free persons distinet
l_w';}ili(-:zl rights, by giving them the right
to vepresent, and burthening them with
direct taxes for three-fifths of theirslaves;
by suthorizing the importation of sluves
for twenty years; and by stipulating
for the rendition of fugitives from Ila-
bor.

tively, or to the people. On._ 23d May- |
1788. South Carolina, by a Convention of
her people, passed an Ordinance assenting |
to this Constitution, and afterwards alter- |
ed her own Unnstitution, to conform: her-
self 1o tle obligations she had under-|
Laken. i
Thus was established. by compact  be- i
twoeen the States, a Government, with de- |
fined objeets and powers, limited to the
express of the grant. and toso muech more [
only as was necessary to exceute the pow- |
er granted.  This linitation left the whole
ramuining mass of power sulject to the
clanse peserving it to the people, and ren- '

dered unneeessary any speeifieation of re- |
sorved rights, We hold that the rovern-
ment thus established is suljeet to thetwo |
principles asserted in the Decliration of |
Independence; and we hold further. that |
the moile of its formation subjcets it to a ‘
third fundamental principle. namely < the
law of compaet. .~ We maintain that in |
every comuiet bhetween fwo or more pir- |
ties the obligation mutoal ; that the filure |
of one of the contracting parties to per-
form a material part of the agreament en-
tirely relenses the other, and that where
no arbiter is provided, each party is re-

mitted to his own judgement to determine
the fict of failure, with all its conscequen-
Cos.
In the present case, the fact is estab-
lished with certainty.” We assert that 15
of the States have delibervately refused for
vears past to fulfill their constitutional ob-
ligations, and we refer to their own stat- |
utes for the proof. |
The Constitution of the United f“;:'.\llt‘.:i._i
in its 4th Article. provides as follows: 1
“Nao person held to service or labor i

one Stato under the laws thercol cseapiing |
into another, shall. in consequence ol any :
law or regulation therein, he discharzed !
from such service or labor, but shall Im;:
delivered up, on clzin oft the party to |
whom steh serviee or labor muy be
due.” !

This stipulation wis 50 material to the
compact, that without it that compact |
would not have been made.  The grestor |
number of thie contracting  partics held |
slaves, and the State of Vivginin had pre- "
viously declared her estimate of its vazlne
by making it the condition of her cession i
of the territory which now composes thv!
States Northof the Ohio river. [

The same article of* the Constitution |
stipulates also for rendition by the several l
States of fugitives from justice from  the
other States.

Tha General Government, as the eam-
mon agent, passed laws to carry intoctfect
these stipulations of the States.  For
many years these laws were exeeu ted.
But an increasing hostility on the part. of
the Northern States to the institution of
slavery has led to a disvegard of their ob-
ligations, and thelaws of the Geneval Gov-
crnment have ceased to elect the ohjects
of the Clonstitution. The States of Muine,
New II:lmpﬂlllil'l:. Vermont, Massachusetts.
Connecticut, Ithedo Island. New  York,
Pennsylvania, Hlinois, Indiana. Ohio. Mich-
igan, Wisconsin, and JTowa, have enacted

Jates which either nullify the Aetsof Con-
eress, or render mseless any attempt to
excente them. Inmany of these States
the fagitive is discharged from the seryice
or labor claimed, and in none of them has
the State Government complied with the
stipulation made in the Constitution. The
State of New Jersey, at an early day,
passed a law for the rendition of” fugi-
tive slaves, in conformity with her
constitutional  undertaking;  but the
current of anti-slavery feeling has led her
more recently to enact Jaws which render
inoperative the remedies provided by hier

own law, and by the lawsof Congress. In
the State of New Youl, even the right of|
transit for a slave has been denied by !=c1‘|
tribunals ; and the States of Qhio and |
Towa have refused to surrender to justice |
fagitives charged with murder, and with |
inciting servile insurrection in the State
of Virginin. Thus the constitutional com- ,

pact has been deliberately broleen and dis- ]

-

Governmenl was instituted. have been

[ defented, and the Government itself has

heen made destruetive of them by the ac-
tion of the non-slaveholding States. Those
States have assnmed the vight of deciding

| upon the propriety of our domestic insti-
tutions; aned have denied  the rights of|

property established in Aifteen of the
States and recognized by the Constitution;
they have denoaneed as sinful the institu-
tion of'slavery; they have permitted the

open cstablishment among them of socic- |
ties, whose avowed objeet is to disturb the |
peace and to cloign the property of the |

citizens of other States.  They have en-
couraged and assisted thousands of our
slaves to leave their and those
who remain, have heen incited by emissa-
vies, books, and pictures to servile insui-

homes ;

rection,

For twenty-five years this agitation has
been steadily increasing, until it has now
secured to its aid the powver of the com-
mon Government. Observing the forms
of the Constitution, a sectional party has
fonnd within that article establishing the
Executive Department. the means of sub-
verting the Coustitution itselfl. A geo-
eraphical line has been drawn across the
Union. and all the States North of that
united in the election of a

line have

I man to the high offlce of President of

the United States, whose opinions and
purpeses e hostile to slavery. 1le is
to be entrusted with the administration
of the common Government, becaunse he
lias declared that that “Government, can-
not endare permancently, half slave, half
firce,” and that the publiec mind must rest
in the belicf that slavery is in the course
of ultimaete extinetion.

This sectional ecombination for the sub-
version off the Constitution, has heen aid-
ed in sume of the States. by clevating to
citizenshin. persons who. by the supreme
L of the Laiid v meapable of becoming
citizens s amd their votes have heen used

[ ta inangurate o new poliey. hostile to the

South. and destruetive of its peace and
sifely.

On the 4th
talze possession of the Government.

March next, this party will
It
has aunounced that the South shall be ex-
cluded from the cmmmon Territory ; that
the judicial tribunals shall be made sec-
tional. and that a war must be waged
seainst slavery until it shall cease through-
out the United States.

The guarantees of the Constilution will
then no longer exist; the equal rights of
the Stites will be lost.  The slaveholding
States will no longer have the power of
self-government., or sclf-protection, and
the Federal Government will have become
their enemy.

Scetional interest and animosity will
deepen the irvitation, and all hope of rew-
edy is rendered vain, by the fact that
public opinion at the North has invested
a great political error with the sunc-
tions of a more crroncous religious be-
licf.

We, therefore. the people of South Car-
oling by our delegates, in Convention as-
sembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge

ol the world for the rectitude of our in-

tentions, have solemnly declared that the
Union heretofore existing between  this
State and the other Stiates of North Amer-
ica, is  dissolved, and that the State of
South Carolina has resumed her position
among the nations of the world, as a free,
sovereign, and independent State; with
full power to levy war, conclude peace,
conlract alliances, establish commerce,
and to do all other acts and things which
independent States may of vight do.

Andl. for the support of this declaration,
with o firm relinnee on the protection of
Divine Providenee, we mutually pledge to
each other our lives, onrvfortunes, and our
gered honor.

o

gz A young lady shouldn't be unhap-|

py becanse she isn’t quite as tall as she
would like to be. Tt is @ very easy thing
to get “ spliced.”

was framed are declaved by itself to be “to |

We aflirm that these ends for which this |

ATTEMPTED * REINFORCEMENT OF
FORT SUMTER.

We cepy the following particulars of the
{ late abortive attempt toreinforce the gar-
rison at Fort Sumter, from the Charleston
Mereury of Thursday last :

The first gan of the new struggle for
independence (it struggle there is to be)
has heen fired, and Federal power has re-
ceived its first vepulse.

About 7 o'clock yesterday morning, onr
citizens were started by the firing of cavy
guns in the directionof Sullivan and Mor-
vis Islands. It was at once surmised
that the steamship Star of the West, which
had been wveported by the special tele-
grahic eorrespondents of  the Mereury as
Laving left New York with reinforcements
and stores for Major Anderson, had at-
tempted to pass the battery on Morris
Island. Our reporters were immediately
despatcled to the entrance of the harbor,
and after visiting all the (ortifications now
oceupied by our troops, the following facts
were elicited :

PARTICULARS OF THE AFFAIR,

Yesterday morning, shortly after *re-
veille,” the sentries on Morris' Island re-
ported a steamship standing in for the
ship channel.  The long roll was imme-
diately beat, and all the troops were
promptly under arms, Licutenant-Colonel
| J. L Branch, of the Regiment of  Rifies
commanding.  These comprised the Vigi-
|lant Rifles. Capt. Tupper (90 men j; the

[ German Riflemen, Capt. Small (90 men j;
| the Zouave Cudets, Licut, Chichester (45
| menj; and a detachment oft 40 from the
i(.'lt:ulul Cadet Corps. The last named
| body ware at once marched to the batte-
ry. commanding the ship channel, which,
al this point, passes within from one Lalf
to three quarters of amile of the beael
At 7 o'vlock. when the Star of the West
had reached a point within range of  the
suns, Major Stevens fired a shot agross
her bows, as a sienal for her o heave Lo,
After waiting three or four minutes no
diminution in the speed or change in the
eourso of the steamer could be noticed. A
moment after, the United States flag wis
ran up at her foremast.  The Stwr of the
IWest continuing thus defiantly to pursue
her course towards Fort Sumter, the or-
der was given to the men at the Morris
Island guns to open fire.  Five rounds
were accordingly discharged in quick sue-
cession.  MTwo of these are reported to
have talen effeet; one forward and the
other abaft the wheel. At the sixth dis-
chavge the Star of the West rounded to
anid steered ontwart towards the bar. At
the semo time, the ensign which she dis-
played ‘mmediately after the wimning
cun, was lowered. Three more shots weve
fired from Fort Morris and three from
Fort Moultric; one of these latter, it is
thought, took effect.

A gentleman on the Island reports Lhat
after the Star of the TWest had cleared the
har and proceeded a considerable distance
heyond, a stewm propeller, of “about 350
tons hurthen, joined her. apparently as a
tender, and they steamed ofl” together in
an 19, N. E. direetion.

the Federal Government to reinforee the
areat stronghold of coercion in our hars
bor. Theapproach of the Starof the West
to Fort Sumter, taken in conneetion with
the facts that her clearance was for Now
Orleans, and that her troops wwere smsgyled
aboard outside of the harbor of New York,
proves clearly enough that the President
has choesen the coercive poliey, and that
his officials will not hesitate to promote its
SUCCeSS.
TIE NEGOTIATIONS.

About ten o'clock, a boat bearing a
white flag came froim Fort Snmter to-
wards the city. On its arrival at the
wharfit was found to contain Lieut. ILall,
of the garrison of Fort Sumter, with dec-
spatches for the Governor of the State.
The presence of this officer in the city.
owing to the events of the morning, gave
vise to considerable excitement, and spec-
ulation weas rife as to thé objeet of his vis-
it. During his interview with the Goy-
ernor the public curiosity rose to the high-
est piteh. but it was two o'clock before the
purport of his commuication was made
public. -~ When the people learned that
Major Anderson had sent to inquire wheth-
! e firing at Morris' Island was sanctioned
I by the Governor, that the Governor hdd
[ replied in the afiimative, and that Major
[ Anderson bad thereupon signified his in-
| tention of cutting oft all communication by
water beoween the eity and our forts, the
expressions of indignation were deep
and universal. The most active meus-
ures were immediately set on foot to
strengthen the forcesat the various points
about the harbor; and people were cvery-
where discussing how the threatened af-
tront and injury should be resented. On
[ his retwen Lieut. IEall was escorted to
his boat by General Suber and Lieutenant
Gibbes.

i S e

Thus terminated the fivst altempl of
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Thus matters stood until halfpast 6
o'clock, when the white flag was again
seen coming from Fort Sumter. This
time the communication of Major Ander-
son, brought by Lieut. Talbot, was of a
less menacing character. It briefly stated
that he designed deferving for the present
the eourse indicated in his note of the
morning, until the arrival from Washing-
ton of the instructions he might receive
from his Government. and asked safe con-
duct for his beaver of despatehes.:

-

Seepntricity oF GENius.—~Sente tan
years ago there lived on the St. Charles
road. nine or tén miles from St. Louis,
family by the name of Stringer. The old-
est son, Jueob, or Jake Stringer, as he
wis called, was & most cceentric genius,
and took every occasion to show his odd-
ness.  One day, while sitting before the

fire, whittling a shingle, his mother said

to him: “Jake. I want you to: go down
to the store, (about half a mile distant.)
and get & quarter's worth cf tea, and 2
duarter's worth of sugar and a quar-
ter's worth of soap.  Now, mind what
[ tell you, Jake,and be quick about
it.” Jake roused himself up. brushed the
whittlings from bis lap, and stavted forth
on his errandy clothed in his fusiian
hreeches, and vest of the same maferinl,
and a thick woollen shirvt, without any
cont. He did not return that day. and
his mother waited long and anxiously
for her ten, sugar, and  seap, but in
Ten
no tidings were heard of the errand boy.
As the family weve sitting down at their
Thanksgiving dinner, the doof opened,
and in came a tall, moustached, good-
looking mai, with some bundles in his
hand. It was Juke Stringer.  All of the
family sprung to their feet in astonish-
ment, but the mother and Jake were per-
foctly cool.  # Mother.” said Jale, © here's
your tea, sugar, and soap.” “Lay them
down on the table, and cat your dinner,”
said Mes. Stringer, #You ought to be
whipped, Jake, for being gone so long.”

A Gracervn Covprivest 1d A WIFE
—The following neat and beautiful reply
was made by the late Daniel O'Connell,
in reponse to a toast given in compli-
ment to his wife, who was the object of
his long and aftectionate: attachment.—
It was given at a politicAl meeting.  The
Enelish language could not furnish any-
thing more tonchingly tender and grace-
ful :

“There ave some -topies of so suacred
and sweet a nature that they may be
comprehended by those who are happy,
Lut they cannot be possibly deseribed by
any human being.  All that I shall do is
to thank you in the name of hier who was
the disinterested choice of my early
youth; who was the ever-cheerful com-
pantion of my manly years; and who i3
the sweetest solace of that = scar ad yel-
Jow leaf" age at which I have arvived.
fn her name I othank you; aued this you
may readily believe, for experience, I
think. will show te us all-that man eannot
battle and stengele with the malignant
enemivs of his country, unless his nest al

vain. years passed l_n‘_\"; and

home is warm snd  comlortable—nanless
the honey of hunnan N is commended by

a hiand theat he loyes.”
— ¢.—_..._ i~

Trus Lize—The mere kipse of yews
is not life.  To eal and drink and sleep ;
to he exposed to darkness and to light;
to pace aronnd the mill of habit, and turn
the swheel of sealth; to make reason our
book-keeper, and turn thotight into im-
plements of trade—this is not life.  In all
this, but a poor fraction of the wonscious-
ness of*humanity is awakened, and the
sanctitios still slumber which make”it
most worth while to be. True love.
knowledge, heanty, goodness and faith
alone ean give vitality to the mechanism
of existence. Fhe faugh of mirth, which
vibrates through the tears which freshen
the dry wastes within; the music that
brings childbood back; the prayer that
calls us near; the doubt which malkes us
meditate; the deathy which startles us
with mystery; the hardship that forees
to strugele; the auxiety that ends in
trust—these are the true nourishments
of our natural being.

..._—____.._‘._ e

A Harry Firesipe—llome is the resi-
dence, not merely of the body, but of the
heart; it is a place for the affections to
unfold and develope themselves ; for c¢hil-
dren to love. and learn, and play in; for
hushand and wile to toil smilingly togeth-
er, and make life o blessing.  The object
of all ambition should be to be happy at
Liome ; if we are not happy there, we can-
not be happy elsewheve. Tt is the best
proof of the virtues of a family circle to
sce a happy fireside.

g7 Men of wit ave rarely the eaptives
of beautiful fools.

g~ One often meets dead men in
their walks—ghosts of theiv formerselves.

WitLis ox Sovrnery Soctery.—In a
reeent leading article for the Home Jour-
nal, Willis thus laments over the “es-
trangement of the South ”:

Politics, trade and seetional differences
quite out of the question (dind *XNews”
kiiows these branclies of the question are
sufficiently discussed in the other papers,)
we are sustaining a great social loss in
the estrangement of the South. In all
the larger and more refined circles of our
American society—at Saratoga and New-
port, in our gayeties of the ¢ities, and on
our routes of fashionable travel and resort
—the Southerners are unquestionably the
class most sought and admired as “the
nicest people.” It would be hard to find
a cultivated “society mimn,” probably,
anywhere at the North, who does not
number many of his most valued friends
and pleasantest acquaintances in this
class. Explain it by what social alchemy
you please, too, the infusion of the South-
ern amalgam in any alembic of politencss
at the North, exceedingly improves tho
metal—partly, no doubt, from the correc-
tive given by the South tothe more angu-
lar angllar and ealculating qualities of
the North. The American fravellers who
¢hine most at foreizn courts and in for-
cign society, ave from ‘the South. They
are, in fact, our country’s natural patri- 2
cians.  And—obused though they are, ahi
a distance, by some of the Northern
newspapers as an offensive ¢ oligarchy
—the tribute of prefesenice and admira-
tion is paid to them, by theso il'e_,r}'
Northerners, at this very time, whenever
they comepersonally in confact. And s0,
with all the # momentous issucs” of seces-
sion left to more gregarious discussion,
may wénot fairly own, that, individually
Northern men are regretting exceedingly
the social estrangement of the South?

-

g~ Beautiful things are suggestive of
a purer and highur life, and fills us with a
mingled love and fear. They have a gra-
cionsness that wins us, and an excellence
to which we Involuntarily do reverence.
Ifi you are poor, yet pure and modestly
aspiring. keep a vase of flowers on your
table, and they will help’to maintain
your dignity, and secure for you consid-
eration and delicacy of behaviour. = & -

It was Goethe, who said this beautiful
thing: “The longer I live, the 1nore cer-
tain I am that the great difference between
men, the great and :nsignificant, is_ener-
gy—invincible determination—an honest
purpose once fixed, and then victory.— .
That quality will do auything that can
be done in the world, and no circumstance,
no opportunity, will make a two-legged
creatare & man without it.”

— e ———

Time wears slippers of list, and his
tread is noiseless. - The days come softly
dawning, one after another; they creep
in at the windows; their fresh morning

| air is grateful 1o the lips that part for it;

their musie is sweet fo the ears that lis-
ten to it; until, before we know it a
whole life of*days has possession of the
citadel, and Time has taken us' for its
a3 . J

£

It we work upon marble, it will perish;
it we werk on brass, time will efface it; if
we rear temples, they will crumble into
dust; # we worle upon immortal minds—
it we imbue them with high pl'iln{:ip_lés,
with just fear of God and of their fellow-
1aen, we engrave on these tablets some-
thing which no tinre can eface, but which
witl brighten to all cternity.—Daniel
IWebster. =
-

The ntost beautiful may be themost ad-
mired and caressed, but they are not' al-
ways the most esteemed and loved. We
discover great beaaty in those who are
not beautiful.if they possess genuine truth-
fulness, simplicity. and sincerity. * No de-
formity is present where vanity and affec-
tation are absent. Lyl

b el i

TuE oLb MAN'S SECRET.—AD aged cler-
giman, who had not known one day's
illness, was asked Lis secnet#5Dry fect
and ecarly rising,” was Iligﬁ'eplj-'?:j;hﬁa

are my only two precautions

3

g~ An exchange advertises for com-
positors “who won’t get drunk,” and
adds that = the editor does all the getting
drank necessary to support the dignity
of the establishment!”

Use the best Janguage in your common
conversation at home. and you will soon
acquire the habit of using it on all.occa-
sions. :

Why is a thief in a garret like an hon-
est man! Because he is above doing
\VI'O‘I.‘I:.;. A

“Qociety, like the.shaded silk, must ba
viewed in all sitnations, or its colors will
deceive you.

s Reflection is a flower of the mind,
giving out wholesome fragrance.

g5~ Tho lady who fell back on her

dignity came near breaking it.



